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POLITY

1 IT (INTERMEDIARY GUIDELINES AND 
DIGITAL MEDIA ETHICS CODE) RULES, 
2021

Why in news?

Recently as new IT rules come into force on May 26,                   
Facebook says it aims to comply

About

 ¾ The new Rules have been passed under of the                             
Information Technology Act, 2000. These new rules                         
supersede the previously enacted Information                                                           
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines) Rules 2011.

 ¾ The Rules aim to provide a robust complaint mechanism 
for the users of social media and over-the-top (OTT) 
platforms to address their grievances.

 ¾ They place special emphasis on the protection of                 
women and children from sexual offences on social 
media.

 ¾ The rules stress the point that online content                                    
publishers and social media intermediaries should                   
follow the Constitution of the country and subject them-
selves to domestic laws.

 ¾ With these rules, India joins other international re-
gimes that have provisions for digital media regula-
tion and provides a comprehensive mechanism for 
the protection of digital media consumers.

 ¾ Significant social media firms have to appoint a chief 
compliance officer and have a nodal contact person who 
can be in touch with law enforcement agencies 24/7.

 ¾ A grievance officer --Social media platforms will also 
have to name a grievance officer who shall register the 
grievance within 24 hours and dispose of it in 15 days.

 Removal of content --If there are complaints against 
the dignity of users, particularly women about exposed 
private parts of individuals or nudity or sexual act or 
impersonation etc. social media platforms will be re-
quired to remove that within 24 hours after a complaint 
is made.

A monthly report --They also will have to publish a monthly 
report about the number of complaints received and the status 
of redressal.

 ¾ There will be three levels of regulation for news pub-
lisher’s self-regulation, a self-regulatory body, headed 
by a retired judge or an eminent person, and oversight 
from the Information and Broadcasting Ministry, in-
cluding codes of practices and a grievance committee.

OTT

 ¾ The acronym OTT stands for Over-the-Top. This means 
streaming across different devices whenever we want 
is possible because of “over-the-top,” a convenient little 
term that explains the new delivery method of film and TV                                                       
content over the internet without the need for traditional 
broadcast, cable or satellite pay-TV providers. In sim-
ple terms, we’re talking about people paying an internet                                                 
provider, like Xfinity, for internet access to watch Netflix, 
without paying for cable TV.

 ¾ Social media companies with more than 50 lakh              
registered users are considered as ‘significant social 
media intermediaries’.

2.  Article 311 of the Indian Constitution

Why in news?

Recently, a police officer was dismissed from the service by 
Mumbai Police Commissioner under Article 311(2)(b) of 
the Constitution without a departmental enquiry.

About Article 311:

 ¾ Article 311 says that no government employee either 
of an all India service or a state government shall be 
dismissed or removed by an authority subordinate to the 
one that appointed him/her. 

 ¾ Section 2 of the article says that no civil servant shall 
be dismissed or removed or reduced in rank except af-
ter an inquiry in which s/he has been informed of the 
charges and given a reasonable opportunity of being 
heard in respect of those charges. 

 ¾ As per Article 311 (2) (a), if a government employee 
is convicted in a criminal case, he can be dismissed 
without DE. 

 ¾ Under 311 (2) (c), a government employee can be dis-
missed when the President or the Governor, as the case 
may be, is satisfied that in the interest of the security of 
state it is not convenient to hold such an enquiry.

3. Renaming of Indian Broadcasting Foundation 
(IBF)

Why in news?
The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF), the apex body of 
broadcasters, is expanding its purview to cover digital stream-
ing platforms and will be renamed the Indian Broadcasting and 
Digital Foundation (IBDF).
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Key Highlights:

 ¾ The move would bring broadcasters and OTT                    
(over-the-top) platforms under one roof. 

 ¾ OTT have seen a substantial jump in their viewership 
base after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 ¾ The IBDF would also form a self-regulatory body, 
the Digital Media Content Regulatory Council (DM-
CRC), for digital OTT platforms

About Indian Broadcasting Foundation

 ¾ The IBF is a unified representative body of television 
broadcasters in India.

 ¾ The organization was founded in the year 1999. Over 
250 Indian television channels are associated with it.

 ¾ The organization is credited as the spokesman of the 
Indian Broadcasting Industry.

 ¾ The IBF is the parent organization of the Broadcasting 
Content Complaints Council (BCCC) which was set up 
in the year 2011.

 ¾ The BCCC examines content-related complaints                  
relating to all non-news general entertainment channels 
in India.

4.  MODEL TENANCY ACT

Why in news?

Recently Cabinet approves Model Tenancy Act for circulation 
to States, UTs.

About

The Model Tenancy Act, 2021 was approved by the Union 
Cabinet on June 2, 2021 for adoption by states and union                   
territories.  It seeks to: (i) establish a speedy adjudication 
mechanism for dispute resolution, (ii) regulate renting of 
premises, and (iii) protect interests of landlords and tenants.  

Important highlights

 ¾ The MTA shall be prospective and shall not impact any 
existing tenancies.

 ¾ The MTA shall be applicable to all tenancies for all 
premises let out for residential, commercial, and edu-
cational use. It does not bring within its ambit premises 
for industrial use. It also excludes premises such as 
hotels, lodging houses, dharamshalas or inns from 
its scope.

 ¾ The MTA shall not be applicable to premises owned 
by Central or State Governments; Government                   
Undertakings; Statutory Bodies; Companies,                                                                           
Universities or Organizations that have rented out 

premises to its employees as part of their contract of 
service and premises owned by religious or charitable 
institutions, including premises owned by Auqafunder 
the Waqf Act or any Trust registered under the public 
trust law of the State/U.T.

 ¾ The MTA stipulates that a Tenancy Agreement has to 
be in writing.

 ¾ The MTA provides for all disputes qua revision of rent 
to be heard by the Rent Authority. In case of refusal to 
accept the rent, the Tenant has the option to deposit the 
rent with the Rent Authority.

 ¾ A Tenant is now required to pay security deposit subject 
to a cap of such deposit being equivalent to 2 (Two) 
months’ rent in case of residential premises and 6 
(Six) months’ rent in case of non-residential premises.

 ¾ The MTA lays down definite parameters for                                  
compensation on account of failure of a Tenant to 
vacate the premises.

 ¾ Under the MTA, in case of the expiry of the fixed 
term of the tenancy or termination of the tenancy, if the                           
Tenant fails to vacate the premises, in such an                                                                              
eventuality, the Tenant shall be liable to pay enhanced 
rent to the Landlord i.e., twice the monthly rent for the 
first 2 (Two) months and thereafter, 4 (Four) times the 
monthly rent till the date of vacation of the premises.

 ¾ The MTA also provides for the establishment of Rent 
Authority, Rent Court and Rent Tribunal.

 ¾ A Landlord is entitled to enter the premises after 
serving a notice to the Tenant, at least 24 hours                 
before the time of entry. Such entry by the                                                                                                        
Landlord can be made only for carrying out repairs or    
replacement, carrying out inspection of the premises to 
ensure that the premises are in a habitable condition 
and/or for any other reasonable cause, stated in the   
Tenancy Agreement.

 ¾ A Tenant may be evicted for non-payment of rent 
or non-payment of arrears and other charges for 
2 (Two) consecutive months, including interest for                  
delayed payment or if the Tenant has parted with the 
possession of the whole or part of the premises, without 
obtaining consent of the land and misused the premises, 
despite receipt of notice from the Landlord.

 ¾ A Tenant is required to serve written notice, in terms 
of the Tenancy Agreement or a notice period of 1 
(One) month before handing over the possession of the                   
premises to the Landlord.
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5. MODEL PANCHAYAT CITIZENS CHARTER 
PANCHAYATS

Why in news?

Recently, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) in                    
collaboration with National Institute of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) has released a Model Panchayat 
Citizens Charter framework.

What is Citizens’ Charters?

Citizens’ Charters initiative is a response to the quest for   
solving the problems which a citizen encounters, day in and 
day out, while dealing with the organizations providing public 
services. 

Key features of citizen charter

 ¾ It is a written, voluntary declaration by service                        
providers about service standards, choice, accessibility, 
non-discrimination, transparency, and accountability. 

National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati 
Raj (NIRDPR)

 ¾ It is an autonomous organization under the Ministry 
of Rural Development and a premier national center 
of excellence in rural development and Panchayati 
Raj.

 ¾ It is recognized internationally as one of the 
UN-ESCAP (Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific) Centers of Excellence.

 ¾ Its vision is to focus on the policies and programmes 
that benefit the rural poor, strive to energize the                    
democratic decentralization processes, improve the 
operation and efficiency of rural development per-
sonnel, promote transfer of technology through 
its social laboratories, technology parks and create                                 
environmental awareness.

 ¾ It studies the functioning of the Panchayati Raj                         
Institutions (PRIs) and rural development

 ¾ It is not legally enforceable and, therefore, is                          
non-justiciable.

 ¾ Model Panchayat Citizens Charter Panchayats in                 
India constitute the third tier of government in the rural 
areas. 

 ¾ They are responsible for delivery of basic services as 
enshrined under article 243G of the Constitution of              
India, specifically in the areas of Health & Sanitation, 
Education, Nutrition, and Drinking Water.

 ¾ The basic objective of the Gram Panchayat Citizen 
Charter is to empower the citizens in relation to public 
services and to improve the quality of services without 

any prejudice, and in accordance with the expectations 
of the citizens.

 ¾ It brings professionalism in Panchayat functioning 
and helps to reach out to all sections of community                  
without any discrimination. 

 ¾ The standards committed by the Panchayats are                      
useful yardsticks for monitoring and evaluation of               
service delivery.

 ¾ It will help in making the citizens aware of their rights 
on the one hand, and to make the Panchayats and 
their elected representatives directly accountable to the                  
people, on the other hand.

 ¾ It has been prepared for delivery of the services 
across the 29 sectors, aligning actions with localized                          
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

 ¾ It would ensure transparent and effective delivery 
of public services for sustainable development and                     
enhanced citizen service experiences, deepening                                                     
inclusive and accountable Local Self Governments 
by incorporating diverse views while designing and                                           
delivering services.

6.  RECUSAL OF JUDGES

Why in News?
Recently, two Supreme Court judges, Justice Indira                        
Banerjee and Justice Aniruddha Bose, have recused                    
themselves from hearing cases relating to West Bengal.

Why does a judge recuse?

 ¾ When there is a conflict of interest, a judge can                     
withdraw from hearing a case to prevent creating a                       
perception that she carried a bias while deciding the 
case. 

 ¾ The conflict of interest can be in many ways - from 
holding shares in a company that is a litigant to having 
a prior or personal association with a party involved in 
the case.

 ¾ The practice stems from the cardinal principle of due 
process of law that nobody can be a judge in her own 
case.

 ¾ Any interest or conflict of interest would be a ground 
to withdraw from a case since a judge has a duty to act 
fair.

 ¾ Another instance for recusal is when an appeal is filed 
in the Supreme Court against a judgement of a High 
Court that may have been delivered by the SC judge 
when she was in the HC. 

What is the Process for recusal?
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 ¾ The decision to recuse generally comes from the judge 
herself as it rests on the conscience and discretion of the 
judge to disclose any potential conflict of interest.

 ¾ In some circumstances, lawyers or parties in the case 
bring it up before the judge. If a judge recuses, the case 
is listed before the Chief Justice for allotment to a fresh 
Bench.

Rules?

 ¾ There are no formal rules governing recusals, although 
several Supreme Court judgments have dealt with the 
issue. 

 ¾ In Ranjit Thakur v Union of India (1987), the Supreme 
Court held that the tests of the likelihood of bias are the 
reasonableness of the apprehension in the mind of the 
party. 

 ¾ Decision---Once a request is made for recusal, the                  
decision to recuse or not rests with the judge. 

 ¾ The judges can recuse even if they do not see a conflict 
but only because such an apprehension was cast. They 
can refuse to withdraw from a case. 

 ¾ Since there are no formal rules governing the process, 
it is often left to individual judges to record reasons for 
recusal. 

 ¾ Some judges disclose the reasons in open court; in some 
cases, the reasons are apparent.

 ¾ Examples---For instance, in 2019, Justice Arun 
Mishra had controversially refused to recuse                                   
himself from a Constitution Bench set up to                                                                                                                   
re-examine a judgement he had delivered previously, 
despite several requests from the parties. Justice 

 ¾ In the Ayodhya-Ramjanmabhoomi case, Justice                     
UULalit recused himself from the Constitution Bench             
after parties brought to his attention that he had                                                                                  
appeared as a lawyer in a criminal case relating to the 
case.

7. KONGU NADU (BIFURCATION OF STATES)

Why in News?

A list of new Union Cabinet ministers issued by the BJP has                       
triggered a debate in political circles in Tamil Nadu, as well as on 
social media, by referring to ‘Kongu Nadu’, the informal name for a 
region in the western part of the state. This has led to allegations that 
the BJP of trying to bifurcate the state.

About

Where is Kongu Nadu?

 ¾ ‘Kongu Nadu’ is neither a place with a PIN code nor a 
name given formally to any region. It is a commonly used 
name for part of western Tamil Nadu.

 ¾ In Tamil literature, it was referred to as one of the five regions 
of ancient Tamil Nadu. There were mentions of ‘Kongu Nadu’ 
in Sangam literature as a separate territory.

 ¾ In the present state of Tamil Nadu, the term is informal-
ly used to refer to a region that includes the districts of                                   
Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tirupur, Erode, Karur, Namakkal 
and Salem, as well as Oddanchatram and Vedasandur 
in Dindgul district, and Pappireddipatti in Dharmapuri                  
district. 

 ¾ The name derives from KonguVellalaGounder, an OBC                
community with a significant presence in these districts.

 ¾ The region includes prominent businesses and industrial 
hubs at Namakkal, Salem, Tirupur and Coimbatore.

Constitutional Provisions for Creation of New States

 ¾ Article 3 assigns to Parliament the power to enact                  
legislation for the formation of new States.

 ¾ The Parliament may create new States in a number of 
ways, namely by:

 � Separating territory from any State,
 � Uniting two or more States,
 � Uniting parts of States and
 � Uniting any territory to a part of any State.

 ¾ The Parliament’s power under Article 3 extends to                    
increasing or diminishing the area of any State and                   
altering the boundaries or name of any State.

 ¾ A bill calling for formation of new States may be                    
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introduced in either House of Parliament only on the 
recommendation of the President.

 ¾ A bill must be referred by the President to the                          
concerned State Legislature for expressing its views 
to Parliament if it contains provisions which affect the               
areas, boundaries or name of that State.

8. CONJUGAL RIGHTS

Why in News?

Recently, The Supreme Court is set to begin hearing a chal-
lenge to a provision in Hindu personal law that compels spous-
es to cohabitate.

What are conjugal rights?

 ¾ Conjugal rights are rights created by marriage, i.e. 
right of the husband or the wife to the society of the 
other spouse.

 ¾ The law recognizes these rights— both in personal 
laws dealing with marriage, divorce etc, and in crim-
inal law requiring payment of maintenance and alimony 
to a spouse.

 ¾ Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act recognizes one 
aspect of conjugal rights — the right to consortium 
and protects it by allowing a spouse to move court to                   
enforce the right. 

 ¾ The concept of restitution of conjugal rights is codified 
in Hindu personal law now, but has colonial origins and 
has genesis in ecclesiastical law.

How can a case under Section 9 be filed?

 ¾ If a spouse refuses cohabitation, the other spouse 
can move the family court seeking a decree for                                                                 
cohabitation. If the order of the court is not complied 
with, the court can attach property. However, the                     
decision can be appealed before a High Court and the 
Supreme Court.

Why has the law being challenged?

 ¾ The law is being challenged now on the main grounds 
that it violation of the fundamental right to privacy. 

Right to privacy

 ¾ The Supreme Court of India opined (in Ram                              
Jethmalani vs Union of India case.) that “it is                                                                     
important that human beings should be allowed                   
domains of freedom that are free of public scrutiny 
unless they act in an unlawful manner.” 

 ¾ Privacy ensures that freedom of speech and                               
expression survives. This is because once we are put 
under surveillance we will start to censor ourselves 
for fear of state action. 

 ¾ Democratic ideals of Pluralism and diversity start in 
the mind and only an unfettered mind free from fear 
can appreciate and revel in these ideals.

 ¾ Right to privacy

 ¾ The Supreme Court of India opined (in Ram                              
Jethmalani vs Union of India case.) that “it is                                                                     
important that human beings should be allowed                   
domains of freedom that are free of public scrutiny 
unless they act in an unlawful manner.” 

 ¾ Although the law is ex-facie (‘on the face if it’)                     
gender-neutral since it allows both wife and husband 
to seek restitution of conjugal rights, the provision 
disproportionately affects women. 

 ¾ Women are often called back to marital homes under 
the provision, and given that marital rape is not a crime, 
leaves them susceptible to such coerced cohabitation.

9. 97th AMENDMENT ON COOPERATIVES

Why in News?

Recently, Supreme Court in majority verdict                                    
quashes part of Constitution inserted by 97th amendment 
on cooperatives.

About

 ¾ The 97th constitutional amendment, which dealt with 
issues related to effective management of co-operative 
societies in the country was passed by Parliament in 
December 2011 and had come into effect from February 
15, 2012.

 ¾ ‘Cooperatives’ is a ‘State’ subject. However, the 
97th Amendment Act was passed by the Parliament 
without getting them ratified by State legislatures as                
required by the Constitution.

 ¾ The Centre has contended that the provision does not 
denude the States of its power to enact laws with regard 
to cooperatives.

 ¾ The top court’s verdict came on the Centre’s plea               
challenging the Gujarat High Court’s 2013 decision 
striking down certain provisions of the 97th constitu-
tional amendment while holding that Parliament cannot 
enact laws with regard to cooperative societies as it is 
a State subject.
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Recent Steps taken to promote co-operative culture 

 ¾ New Ministry of Co-operation to streamline the                      
co-operative movement in India. 

 ¾ The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2020 which 
gives RBI the powers to supersede boards of Coop-
erative Banks and enables mergers and acquisitions 
in public interest.

97th Amendment Act 2011

 ¾ This Amendment Act relates to effective management 
of co-operative societies in the country.

 ¾  The change in the Constitution has amended Article 
19(1)(c) to give protection to the cooperatives and in-
serted Article 43 B and Part IX B, relating to them. 

 ¾ Article 19(1)(c) -- It guarantees freedom to form as-
sociation or unions or cooperative societies subject to 
certain restrictions. 

 ¾ Article 43 B -- It says that states shall endeavor to 
promote voluntary formation, autonomous function-
ing, 

 ¾ democratic control and professional management of             
cooperative societies. 

 ¾ Part IXB of the Constitution: It dictated the terms 
for running co-operative societies. It went to the ex-
tent of  determining the number of directors a co-op-
erative society should have or their length of tenure 
and even the necessary expertise required to become a 
member of the society

10.  ESSENTIAL DEFENSE SERVICES BILL

Why in News?

Recently, the government introduced the Essential Defence 
Services Bill, 2021 in Lok Sabha. It is aimed at preventing 
the staff of the government-owned ordnance factories from 
going on a strike.

About

 ¾ It is meant to “provide for the maintenance of essential 
defense services so as to secure the security of nation 
and the life and property of public at large and for               
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto”.

 ¾ The Bill empowers the government to declare services 
mentioned in it as essential defense services.

 ¾ It also prohibits strike and lockouts in “any                                       
industrial establishment or unit engaged in essential 
defense services”.

Right to Strikes

Right to strike is recognized globally. Article 19(1) of the 
Constitution of India guarantees the protection of certain      
freedoms as fundamental rights such as:

 � Freedom of speech and expression.

 � Assemble peaceably and without arms.

 � Form associations or unions.

 � Move freely throughout the territory of India.

 � Reside and settle in any part of the territory of 
India.

 � Practice any profession, or to carry on any occu-
pation, trade or business.

 ¾ However, strike is not expressly recognized in the 
Constitution of India. The Supreme Court settled the 
case of Kameshwar Prasad v.The State of Bihar 1958 
by stating that strike is not a fundamental right. Gov-
ernment employees have no legal or moral rights to go 
on strikes.

 ¾ India recognized strike as a statutory right under the 
Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

11.  THE JUVENILE JUSTICE (CARE 
AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN)                                     
AMENDMENT BILL, 2021

Why in News?

Recently, The Bill was tabled in Lok Sabha during the budget 
session in March this year where it had received overwhelm-
ing support from both the ruling party as well as the Oppo-
sition.

About

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amend-
ment Bill, 2021, which seeks to amend the Juvenile Justice 
Act, 2015, was passed in Rajya Sabha on July 28.

Key Highlights of the Bill

Empowerment of District Magistrate

 ¾ It authorizes District Magistrate including                                               
Additional District Magistrate to issue adoption orders 
under Section 61 of the JJ Act, in order to ensure 
speedy disposal of cases and enhance accountability.

 ¾ The District Magistrates have been further                                       
empowered to ensure its smooth implementation, as 
well as  garner synergized efforts in favor of children 
in distress conditions. 

 ¾ Any Child Care Institutions shall be registered after 
considering the recommendations of the District 
Magistrate.  
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 ¾ The DM shall independently evaluate the                                     
functioning of District Child Protection Units, Child 
Welfare Committees(CWC), Juvenile Justice Boards, 
Specialized Juvenile Police Units, Child care Institu-
tions etc.

Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)

 ¾ The eligibility parameters for the appointment of 
CWC members have been redefined.

 ¾ Criteria for disqualification of the CWC members 
have also been introduced to ensure that only the per-
sons capable of rendering quality service with requisite 
competence and integrity are appointed to CWC.

 ¾ Serious offences-- Presently there are three categories 
(petty, serious and heinous) defined under the Act which 
are referred to while considering the cases of children in 
conflict with the law.

 ¾ However, it was observed that some of the offences do 
not strictly fall under any of these categories. 

 ¾ It has been decided that offences where the maximum 
sentence is more than 7-year imprisonment but no 
minimum sentence has been prescribed or minimum 
sentence of fewer than 7 years is provided, shall be 
treated as serious offences within this Act.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2015

 ¾ It was introduced and passed in Parliament in 2015 to 
replace the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2000.

 ¾ The Act seeks to achieve the objectives of the                             
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children 
as ratified by India on December 11, 1992.

 ¾ It allows the trial of juveniles in conflict with the law in 
the age group of 16-18 years as adults, in cases where 
the crimes were to be determined.

 ¾ The nature of the crime, and whether the juvenile 
should be tried as a minor or a child, was to be                
determined by a Juvenile Justice Board.

 ¾ The Act streamlined adoption procedures for                           
orphans abandoned and surrendered children.

 ¾ The act had introduced foster care in India.

 ¾ The existing Central Adoption Resource Authority 
(CARA) has been given the status of a statutory body to 
enable it to perform its function more effectively.

 ¾ The law had also made provision that while adopting 
a child, priority is given to disabled children and 
physically and financially incapable children.

 ¾ Special provisions have been made to tackle child                 
offenders committing heinous offences in the age 

group of 16-18 years.

 ¾ The Juvenile Justice Board is given the option to 
transfer cases of heinous offences by such children to 
a Children’s Court (Court of Session) after conducting 
the preliminary assessment.

12. DRAFT CINEMATOGRAPH (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 2021

Why in news?

The Centre has recently released the draft Cinematograph 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 to the general public for comments.

Key highlights of Draft Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill 
2021 

 ¾ Age-based certification:  It proposes to divide the 
existing categories (U, U/A and A) into further                                     
age-based groups: U/A +7, U/A +13 and U/A +16.

 ¾ Provision against piracy: At present, there are no enabling 
provisions in Cinematography Act to check film piracy. 
The draft bill includes penal provision for piracy.

 ¾ Validity of Certificate: It proposes to certify films for 
perpetuity. Currently a certificate issued by the CBFC 
is valid only for 10 years.

 ¾ Revisional powers of the Union Govt.: It empowers Union 
government to order a ‘re-examination’ of an already 
certified film if there are complaints against it.

Concerns

 ¾ Government as Super Censor: Revisional powers of 
Union govt. will effectively make it supreme power 
over cinema exhibition in the country 

 ¾ Freedom of Speech: The encroachment of the central 
government on creative independence, in mandating 
what films can be produced and consumed, potential-
ly endangering freedom of expression and weakens the 
scope of a mature democracy.

 ¾ Increasing Regulatory role of Govt: The Cinematograph 
(Amendment Bill) 2021, subsequent restrictions on 
OTT platforms and the abolishment of the FCAT only 
add further fuel to the fire. 

 ¾ Not a broken system: The Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC) has a robust mechanism for film 
certification and there is no need to fix something that 
is not broken. 

 ¾ Public Consultation: The government has not provided 
enough time (only 14 days) for meaningful consultation 
and the proposed changes ignore suggestions of reports 
by two committees of experts on CBFC reform. 
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13.  COCONUT DEVELOPMENT BOARD (AMEND-
MENT) BILL 2021

Why in News?

Rajya Sabha passes Coconut Development Board                              
(Amendment) Bill, 2021.

About 

 ¾ The bill seeks to make the post of Chairman, Coconut 
Development Board as Non-Executive one.

 ¾ The bill will pave the way to appoint a professional 
person as a non- Executive Chairman instead of a 
government official.

 ¾ The number of members of the board has been raised 
from four to six as after the amendment, Andhra Pradesh 
and Gujarat will be able to nominate their representa-
tives in the Board.

The Coconut Development Board Act, 1979

 ¾ The Coconut Development Board Act, 1979 was                       
enacted to provide for the development of the                            
coconut industry under the control of the Union and 
for matters connected therewith.

 ¾ The Coconut Development Board was established on 
28th January, 1981 under the said Act.

 ¾ At present, the Board has an executive Chairman who 
is a Joint Secretary level officer in the Government of               
India, appointed by that Government on deputation basis

14. THE EMIGRATION BILL 2021

Why in news?

Recently, The Ministry of External Affairs invited public                   
inputs to the Emigration Bill 2021

About

 ¾ India has the largest immigrant population in the 
world, recording at a staggering eighteen million.

 ¾ The Emigration Act, 1983 was passed to address 
concerns related to defrauding and exploitation of 
workers by the recruiting agents and other problems 
they might face upon going abroad

 ¾ The Act had its genesis in a judgement of the                        
Supreme Court Judgement (Kanga and Others vs. 
Union of India, 1979)

Key features of the Bill

There has been a growing number of reports of                                           
exploitative practices like large recruitment charges, 
contract substitution, deception, retention of passports, 

non-payment, and underpayment of wages, poor living 
conditions,  discrimination, and other forms of ill-treatment 
of the Indian migrant workers.

 ¾ The Bill intends to replace the Emigration Act of 1983.

 ¾ The Bill foresees comprehensive emigration                           
management, institutes a regulatory mechanism             
governing overseas employment of Indian nation-
als, and   creates a framework for protection and                   
promotion of the welfare of emigrants. 

 ¾ The Bill proposes a three-tier institutional framework 

 ¾ It launches a new Emigration policy division 
which will be referred to as the Central Emigration                                   
Management Authority.

 ¾ It proposes a Bureau of Emigration policy and                   
planning, a Bureau of Emigration administration shall 
handle day to day operational matters and oversee the 
welfare of emigrants.

 ¾ It proposes nodal agencies under a Chief Emigra-
tion officer to ensure the welfare and protection of the                 
emigrants.

 ¾ It permits government authorities to punish                        
workers by cancelling or suspending their passports 
and imposing a fine up to Rs. 50,000 for violating 
any provisions mentioned in the bill.

 ¾ When the law is enforced, it can be used to crackdown 
on workers who migrate through unregistered brokers 
or through tourist Visas.

 ¾ The proposed legislation will also maintain registration 
of human resources agencies, validity and renewal and 
cancellation of a certificate.

 ¾ Apart from these, authorities will have rights                       
equivalent to the powers of civil court.

Loopholes in the Bill

 � Lack of human rights framework 

 � Act is not in sync with international standards 

 � Gender aspect

The Parliament must address the concerns raised in the                    
proposed bill, to uphold the rights and safeguard the                   
interests of the migrant workers employed abroad                                                                          
assuring them their dignity and protection against                                
exploitative practices, as per established international 
standards.
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15.  THE CONSTITUTION (ONE HUNDRED 
AND TWENTY-SEVENTH AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 2021

Why in News?

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Seventh                    
Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the 
Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr. Virendra 
Kumar, on August 9, 2021.  The Bill amends the Constitu-
tion to allow states and union territories to prepare their 
own list of socially and educationally backward classes.

About

 ¾ Aim of the Bill is to clarify some provisions in the 
102nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2018 to help 
restore power of states to identify backward classes.

 ¾ 102nd CAA, 2018 had given constitutional status 
to the National Commission for Backward Classes 
(NCBC) under Article 338B.

 ¾ It also inserted two new articles - Article 324A which 
deals with Central List of the socially and educa-
tionally backward classes and article 366(26C) which 
defines socially and educationally backward classes.

 ¾ However, issue arose when while scrapping quota for 
Marathas, Supreme Court ruled that after 102 CAA 
2018, only the Centre can notify socially and educa-
tionally backward 

 ¾ classes, not the states.

 ¾ In India, separate OBC lists are drawn up by the Centre 
and each state concerned since 1993.

 ¾ Articles 15(4), 15(5) and 16(4) expressly conferred 
power on a state to identify and declare the list of               
socially and educationally backward classes

 ¾ Thus, by amending 338B, 324A and 366(26C), the 
127th Amendment Bill seeks to clarify that State 
Government and Union territories are empowered to 
prepare and maintain their own State List/ Union 
territory List of SEBCs.

16.  AMENDMENT IN ALL INDIA SERVICES 
(AIS) (CONDUCT) RULES, 1968

Why in News?

Recently, The Centre has amended over a 50-year-old rule to 
allow IAS, IPS and IFoS officers to retain gifts received from 
foreign dignitaries while being members of the Indian delega-
tion, according to an official Order

About

 ¾ The Personnel Ministry has now amended these rules 

and inserted a new sub-rule under Section 11 of the 
All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

 ¾ Existing rules allowed these officers to accept gifts from 
their near relatives or from personal friends   having 
no official dealings with them, on occasions such as                                                                                   
weddings, anniversaries, funerals and religious                     
functions.

 ¾ However, they are supposed to report to the                           
government if the value of such gift exceeds 

 ¾ ` 25,000.

 ¾ Gifts include free transport, free boarding, free                    
lodging or any other service or pecuniary advantage 
when provided by a person other than a near relative 
or personal friend having no official dealings with the 
officer but does not include a casual meal, casual lift or 
other social hospitality.

17.  Khasi Inheritance of Property Bill, 2021

Why in News?

A district autonomous council in Meghalaya has announced 
that it would introduce the ‘Khasi Inheritance of Property Bill, 
2021’.

About

 ¾ The proposed Bill is envisaged to provide the                         
“equitable distribution” of parental property among 
siblings – both male and female.

 ¾ It would prevent a sibling from getting parental                            
property if they marry a non-Khasi and accept the 
spouse’s customs and culture.

 ¾ If implemented, the proposed Bill would modify an                 
age-old customary practice of inheritance of the                                                                                   
matrilineal Khasi tribe. Moreover, the Bill has 
also brought into focus the practise of matriliny in                         
Meghalaya.

Matrilineal System of Inheritance

 ¾ The three tribes of Meghalaya- Khasis, Jaintias, and 
Garos — practice a matrilineal system of inheritance. 

 ¾ In this system, lineage and descent are traced through 
the mother’s clan. In other words, children take the 
mother’s surname, the husband moves into his wife’s 
house, and the youngest daughter (khatduh) of the                  
family is handed over the full share of the ancestral 
-  or the clan’s — property.

 ¾ The khatduh becomes the “custodian” of the land and 
assumes all responsibility associated with the land,               
including taking care of aged parents, unmarried or 
destitute siblings. 
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 ¾ The khatduh cannot sell the property without the 
permission of her mother’s brother (maternal uncle).

 ¾ Moreover, this inheritance tradition applies only to             
ancestral or clan/community property which has been 
with the family for years. 

 ¾ On the other hand, the self-acquired property can be 
distributed equally among sibling.

18.  The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill 2021

Why in News?

Recently, The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was 
passed by the Parliament.

About

The Bill amends the Representationof the People Act, 1950 
(the RP Act, 1950) and the Representation of the People 
Act, 1951 (the RP Act, 1951) to implement certain electoral 
reforms.

Changes introduced are given in below

 ¾ Linking electoral roll data with Aadhaar (by amendment 
of section 23 of the RP Act, 1950).

 ¾ The electoral registration officer may require a person 
to furnish their Aadhaar number for establishing their 
identity.

 ¾ If their name is already in the electoral roll,then the 
Aadhaar number may be required for authentication of 
entries in the roll.

 ¾ Persons will not be denied inclusion in the electoral 
roll or have their names deleted from the roll, if they 
are unable to furnish Aadhaar number due to sufficient 
cause as prescribed.

 ¾ Such persons may be permitted to furnish alternate               
documents prescribed by the central government.

 ¾ Qualifying date for enrolment in electoral roll (by 
amendment of clause (b) of section 14 of the RP Act, 
1950)

 ¾ The Bill amends this to provide four dates in a calendar 
year, which will be January 1, April 1, July 1, and 
October 1.

 ¾ Gender-neutral provisions (by amendment of section 20 
of the RP Act, 1950 and section 60 of the RP Act, 1951)

 ¾ The Bill replaces the term ‘wife’ with ‘spouse’ in both 
the Acts. 

 ¾ Requisitioning of premises for election purposes            
(amendment of section 160 of the RP Act, 1951) The 
Bill expands the purposes for which such premises can 
be requisitioned.

 ¾ These include using the premises for counting,                       
storage of voting machines and poll-related                                                                                                 
material, and accommodation of security forces and 
polling personnel.

19. DELIMITATION COMMISSION (DC)                 
JAMMU, KASHMIR VALLEY

Why in News?

DC was set up under the J&K Reorganization Act, 2019             
after Centre abrogated Article 370 and revoked Jammu and               
Kashmir’s (J&K) special status in August 2019.

About

 ¾ If the proposal is cleared, total Assembly                                      
constituencies in J&K to rise from 83 to 90, with 
43 in Jammu (earlier 37) and 47 in Kashmir (earlier 
46).

 ¾ Delimitation commission (dc) proposes six additional 
seats for Jammu, one for Kashmir valley.

 ¾ An additional 24 seats are proposed to be reserved for 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

 ¾ Delimitation is the process of fixing boundaries of               
territorial constituencies in a country or a state having 
legislative body.

 ¾ It is assigned to a high-power body known as DC or a 
Boundary Commission.

 ¾ Under Article 82, Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act 
after every Census establishing a DC.

 ¾ Under Article 170, States get divided into territorial 
constituencies.

 ¾ DC has been constituted 4 times in 1952, 1963, 1973 
and 2002.

 ¾ It is appointed by the President and its orders have force 
of law and cannot be challenged before any court.

20.  ECI EXPENDITURE LIMIT RAISES

Why in News?

The Election Commission of India has raised the expenditure 
limit for candidates contesting elections.

Election Expenditure Limit

 ¾ It is the amount an election candidate can legally spend 
for their election campaign and has toaccount for, 
which includes expenses on public meetings, rallies,                           
advertisements, posters, banners, vehicles and                                                                           
advertisements.

 ¾ Under Section 77 of the Representation of the People 
Act (RPA), 1951, every candidate shall keep a separate 
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and correct account of all expenditure incurred between 
the date on which they have been nominated and the 
date of declaration of the result.

 ¾ All candidates are required to submit their                            
expenditure statement to the ECI within 30 days of 
the completion of the elections.

 ¾ An incorrect account or expenditure beyond the cap can 
lead to disqualification of the candidate by the ECI for 
up to three years, under Section 10A of RPA, 1951.

The following changes have been made

 ¾ The expenditure limit for candidates for Lok Sabha 
constituencies was increased from Rs 54 lakh-Rs 70 
lakh (depending on states) to Rs 70 lakh-Rs 95 lakh.

 ¾ The spending limit for Assembly constituencies was 
hiked from Rs 20 lakh-Rs 28 lakh to Rs 28 lakh- Rs 40 
lakh (depending on states).

 ¾ The enhanced amount of Rs 40 lakh would apply in 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Punjab and ` 28 
lakhs in Goa and Manipur.

21.  Performance Grading Index

Why in news?

The Education Ministry’s Performance Grading Index for 
2019-20 was recently released.

Performance Grading Index

 ¾ The PGI is a tool to provide insights on the status 
of school education in States and UTs including key              
levers that drive their performance and critical areas for 
improvement.

 ¾ It monitors the progress that States and UTs have 
made in school education with regard to learning 
outcomes, access and equity, infrastructure and fa-
cilities, and governance and management processes.

 ¾ Grading will allow all States and UTs to occupy the 
highest level i.e Grade I, at the same time which is a 
sign of a fully developed nation.

Objectives:

 ¾ The PGI exercise envisages that the index would propel 
States and UTs towards undertaking multi-pronge 
interventions that will bring about the much-desired  
optimal education outcomes.

 ¾ The PGI helps the States/UTs to pinpoint the gaps and 
accordingly prioritise areas for intervention to ensure 
that the school education system is robust at every level.

Implementing Agency:

It is initiated by the Department of School Education and 
Literacy (DoSEL).

Methodology used:

 ¾ This is the third edition of the index and uses 70                     
indicators to measure progress.

 ¾ Of these, the 16 indicators related to learning outcomes 
remain unchanged through all three editions, as they 
are based on data from the 2017 National Achievement  
Survey, which tested students in Classes 3, 5, 8, and 
10.

Highlights of the 2019-20 Report

 ¾ Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala has all scored                              
higher than 90%.

 ¾ Gujarat dropped from second to the eighth rank in 
the index, while MP and Chhattisgarh are the only 
States which have seen actual regression in scores over 
this period.

22. All-India Survey of Higher Education (AISHE) 
2019-20

Why in news?

Union Education Minister has announced the release of the 
report of All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 
2019-20.

About AISHE

 ¾ AISHE was established by the Ministry of HRD for 
conducting an annual web-based survey, thereby   
portraying the status of higher education in the country.

 ¾ The survey is conducted for all educational institutions 
in India on many categories like teachers, student 
enrolment, programs, examination results, education 
finance, and infrastructure.

 ¾ This survey is used to make informed policy decisions 
and research for the development of the education 
sector.

 ¾ This Report provides key performance indicators on the 
current status of Higher education in the country.

Key Highlights of the report

Total Enrol-
ment  In Higher                  
Education

 ¾ 3.42 crore in 2014-15.

 ¾ 3.74 crore in 2018-19.

 ¾ 3.85 crore in 2019-20: Growth 
of 11.36 lakh (3.04 per cent)

Out of these, nearly 85% of the                    
students (2.85 crore) were enrolled 
in the six major disciplines such as                   
Humanities, Science, Commerce,  
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Engineering & Technology, Medical 
Science and IT & Computer.

Gross Enrolment 
Ratio (GER)

 ¾ 24.3% in 2014-15

 ¾ 26.3% in 2018-19

 ¾ 27.1% in 2019-20

GER in higher education is calculat-
ed for the 18-23 age group. It is the               
ratio of enrolment in higher education 
to the population in the eligible age 
group.

Gender Parity 
Index (GPI)

GPI in Higher Education in 2019-
20 is 1.01 against 1.00 in 2018-19                         
indicating an improvement in the                       
relative access to higher education 
for females of eligible age group                    
compared to males.

Students Pursuing 
PhD

 ¾ 1.17 lakh in 2014-15.

 ¾ 2.03 lakh in 2019-20 

Total Number of 
Teachers

 ¾ 15,03,156 comprising 57.5% 
male and 42.5% female

 ¾ Pupil Teacher Ratio in Higher 
Education in 2019-20 is 26.

Digi Saksham

Why in news?
The Union Labour and Employment Minister Bhupendra Yadav 
on September 30, 2021, launched DigiSaksham in collaboration 
with Microsoft. 

 ¾ It is a digital skills programme that aims at                                       
enhancing the employability of youth by imparting 
the digital skills that are significant in an increasingly                 
technology-driven era.

Key Highlights

 ¾ The job seekers will be able to access the training                
under the DigiSkasham programme through the Na-
tional Career Service Portal.

 ¾ Under the initiative, there will be basically three types 
of training- Digital Skills self-paced learning, VILT 
mode training and ILT mode training (instructor-led).

 ¾ The ILT training under the initiative which is in-                    
person training will be conducted at the Model                  
Career Centres (MCCs) and National Career Service 
Centres (NCSC) for the SCs/STs across the country.

 ¾ DigiSaksham initiative will be implemented in India in 
the field by Aga Khan Rural Support Programme 
India (AKRSP-I).

 ¾ In order to roll out the digital initiative, Microsoft                     
India has roped in Aga Khan Rural Support Programme-                  
India and its knowledge partner TMI e2E Academy.

23.  Sabki Yojna Sabka Vikas

Why in news?

The Government has launched ‘Sabki Yojna Sabka Vikas’ 
campaign for inclusive and holistic preparation of the Gram 
Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP).

Objective:

 ¾ Strengthening of elected representatives and Self Help 
Groups 

 ¾ Evidence based assessment of progress made in 2020-
21 and proposals for 2021- 22 in all 29 subjects of XI 
Schedule (added by the 73rd Constitution Amend-
ment Act, 1992) 

 ¾ Public disclosure on Schemes, finances etc. 

 ¾ Preparation of inclusive, participatory and evidence 
based GPDP for 2021-22 through structured Gram 
Sabha involving supervisors

24.  Right to Sit

Why in news?

The Tamil Nadu government has tabled a Bill in the                         
Legislative Assembly making it mandatory for establishments 
to provide seating facilities for employees.

 ¾ The bill sought to add a subsection to mandatorily 
provide seating facilities for the employees.

Key Highlights of the Bill 

 ¾ Proposed Amendment: The proposed Section 22-A to 
the Act reads that the premises of every establishment 
shall have suitable seating arrangements for all employ-
ees so that they may take advantage of any opportunity 
to sit. 

 ¾ Need of the Bill: Persons employed in shops and                     
establishments are made to stand throughout their duty 
time resulting in varied health issues. 

 ¾ Significance: It would benefit thousands of employees 
of large and small establishments, particularly those 
working in textile and jewellery showrooms. 

 ¾ Similar Legislation: A few years ago, workers of                 
textile showrooms in Kerala had gone on a protest                 
demanding the ‘Right to Sit’. 

 � This prompted the Kerala government to amend 
the Kerala Shops and Establishments Act in 2018 
to provide seating arrangements for them.
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25.  The Global State of Democracy Report, 2021

Why in news?
The number of countries moving towards authoritarian-
ism in 2020 was higher than that of countries going in the                           
other direction, towards democracy, a/c to the Global State of                     
Democracy (GSD) Report, 2021.

 � Released by: International Institute for                           
Democracy and Electoral Assistance

Key findings of the report 

 ¾ The number of countries moving towards                                                  
authoritarianism in 2020 was higher than that of                   
countries going towards democracy. 

 ¾ Democratically elected Governments are increasingly 
adopting authoritarian tactics. 

 ¾ Brazil and India were highlighted as “some of the most 
worrying examples of backsliding”. 

 � India remained in the category of a mid-level          
performing democracy. 

The pandemic has thus had a particularly damaging effect on 
non-democratic countries.

26.  Pragyata Guidelines

Why in news?
Union HRD Ministry has released PRAGYATA Guidelines on 
Digital Education through online medium.

About Pragyata Guidelines

 ¾ The guidelines include eight steps of online/                        
digital learning that is, Plan- Review- Arrange-                          
Guide- Yak(talk)- Assign- Track- Appreciate.

 ¾ These guidelines have been developed from the perspec-
tive of learners, with a focus on online/blended/digital 
education for students who are presently at home due 
to lockdown.

 ¾ It provides a roadmap or pointers for carrying                 
forward online education to enhance the quality of                
education.

 ¾ The guidelines will be relevant and useful for a diverse 
set of stakeholders including school heads, teachers, 
parents, teacher educators and students.

 ¾ It stresses upon the use of an alternative academic              
calendar of NCERT, for both, learners having access 
to digital devices and learners having limited or no                                                                            
access.

27.  Sixth Schedule

In news:

A MP from Ladakh belonging to BJP party has                                             

demanded that the region be included in the Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution to safeguard land, employment, and cultural 
identity of the local population

About 6th schedule:

 ¾ The Sixth Schedule under Article 244(2) and Article 
275(1) of the Constitution provides for the formation 
of autonomous administrative divisions — Autonomous 
District Councils (ADCs) — that have some legislative, 
judicial, and administrative autonomy within a state.

 ¾ ADCs have up to 30 members with a term of five 
years, and can make laws, rules and regulations with 
regard to land, forest, water, agriculture, social customs 
and mining, etc. 

 ¾ The Bodoland Territorial Council in Assam is an excep-
tion with more than 40 members and the right to make 
laws on 39 issues.

 ¾ The Sixth Schedule applies to the Northeastern states 
of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram (three Councils 
each), and Tripura (one Council).

Why does Ladakh want to be part of the Sixth Schedule? 

 ¾ The UT has two Hill councils in Leh and Kargil, but 
neither is under the Sixth Schedule. 

 ¾ Their powers are limited to collection of some local 
taxes such as parking fees and allotment and use of land 
vested by the Centre

28.  Angadias

Why in news?

An FIR has been registered against some Mumbai Police offi-
cials last week for allegedly threatening Angadias and extort-
ing money from them in south Mumbai.

What is Angadia system? 

 ¾ The Angadia system is a century-old parallel                      
banking system in the country where traders send cash                      
generally from one state to another through a person 
called Angadia that stands for courier. 

 ¾ It is by and large used in the jewellery business with 
Mumbai – Surat being the most popular route as they 
are two ends of the diamond trade. 

 ¾ The cash involved is huge and it is the responsibility of 
the Angadia to transfer cash from one state to another 
for which they charge a nominal fee.

 � Generally, it is the Gujarati, Marwari and      
Malbari community that are involved in the 
business. 

 ¾ The Angadia system works completely on trust.
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ECONOMY

1.  SOCIAL STOCK EXCHANGES (SSES)

Why in News?

A technical group on Social Stock Exchanges (SSEs), consti-
tuted by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), 
has submitted its report.

About

 ¾ SEBI set up the technical group in September, 2020 
under the chairmanship of Harsh Bhanwala, former 
chairman of NABARD.

 ¾ Earlier, a Working Group (WG) on the SSE, chaired 
by Ishaat Hussain, submitted its report in June 2020.

Recommendations of the Group

 ¾ Type of the Organisation: Political and religious                   
organisations, trade organisations as well as                                                                            
corporate foundations should not be allowed to raise 
funds through SSEs.

SOCIAL STOCK EXCHANGES (SSES)

 ¾ SSE is a platform that allows investors to invest in 
select social enterprises or social initiatives.

 ¾ Social Enterprise is a revenue-generating business. 
The primary aim of social enterprise is to achieve a 
social objective such as providing healthcare or clean 
energy.

 ¾ To help social and voluntary enterprises to raise 
capital in form of equity or debt or a unit of the                   
mutual fund.

 ¾ It was proposed to be set up under the market              
regulator SEBI.

 ¾ SSE exists in countries such as Singapore, UK among 
others. These countries allow firms operating in social 
sectors to raise risk capital.

 ¾ The proposal to set up SSEs in the country was first 
floated during the Union Budget in 2019.

Eligibility

 ¾ For Profit Enterprise (FPE) and Not for Profit                  
Organisation (NPO) will be eligible to tap the SSE 
if they are able to show their primary goals are social 
intent and impact.

 Different Modes of Fund Raising:

Different Modes of Fund Raising

 ¾ For NPOs, fundraising through equity, zero coupon 
zero principal bond, development impact bonds,              

social impact fund with 100% grants-in grants out 
provision, and donations by investors through mutual 
funds.

 ¾ For FPEs, fundraising through equity, debt,                                    
development impact bonds, and social venture funds.

Eligible Activities

 ¾ Social enterprises can engage in activities in such as:

 ¾ Eradicating hunger, poverty, malnutrition and                    
inequality; promoting health care (including                                                         
mental health) and sanitation; and making available safe                  
drinking water.

 ¾ Promoting education, employability and livelihoods.

 ¾ Promoting gender equality, empowerment of women 
and LGBTQIA+ communities.

 ¾ Ensuring environmental sustainability, addressing                 
climate change (mitigation and adaptation), forest and 
wildlife conservation.

 ¾ Promoting livelihoods for rural and urban poor,                
including enhancing income of small and marginal 
farmers and workers in the non-farm sector.

 ¾ Slum area development, affordable housing and other 
interventions to build sustainable and resilient cities.

2.  SOVEREIGN GOLD BOND SCHEME

Why in News?

Recently, the Government of India, in consultation with the 
Reserve Bank of India, has decided to issue Sovereign Gold 
Bonds for 2021-22.

About

 ¾ The SGB scheme was launched in November 2015 with 
an objective to reduce the demand for physical gold 
and shift a part of the domestic savings - used for the 
purchase of gold - into financial savings.

Issuance

 ¾ The Gold Bonds are issued as Government of India 
Stock under the Government Securities (GS) Act, 
2006.

 ¾ These are issued by the RBI (Reserve Bank of India) 
on behalf of the Government of India.

 ¾ Bonds are sold through Commercial banks, Stock    
Holding Corporation of India Limited (SHCIL),                                  
designated post offices and recognized stock exchanges 
viz., National Stock Exchange of India Limited and 
Bombay Stock Exchange, either directly or through 
agents.
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Eligibility

 ¾ The bonds are restricted for sale to resident                                 
individuals, Hindu Undivided Families (HUFs), 
trusts, universities and charitable institutions.

Features 

 ¾ Issue Price -- Gold bond prices are linked to the price 
of gold of 999 purities (24 carats) published by India 
Bullion and Jewelers Association (IBJA), Mumbai.

 ¾ Investment Limit--Gold bonds can be purchased in 
the multiples of one unit, up to certain thresholds for                
different investors.

 ¾ The upper limit for retail (individual) investors and 
HUFs is 4 kilograms (4,000 units) each per financial 
year. 

 ¾ For trusts and similar entities, an upper limit of 20 
kilograms per financial year is applicable.

 ¾ Minimum permissible investment is 1 gram of gold.

 ¾ Term--The gold bonds come with a maturity period of 
eight years, with an option to exit the investment after 
the first five years.

 ¾ Interest Rate -- A fixed rate of 2.5% per annum is 
applicable on the scheme, payable semi-annually.

 ¾ The interest on Gold Bonds shall be taxable as per the 
provision of Income Tax Act, 1961.

Benefit 

 ¾ Bonds can be used as collateral for loans.

 ¾ The capital gains tax arising on redemption of SGB to 
an individual has been exempted.

3.  E-WAY BILL (EWB)

Why in News?

To enable tracking of real time data of commercial                            
movements on highways, GST authorities have integrated 
e-way bill (EWB) system with FASTag and RFID.

About

E-Way Bill

 ¾ It is an electronic document to be carried by a person 
in charge of the conveyance carrying any consignment 
of goods exceeding Rs.50000as mandated under Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) regime for inter-state as well as 
within the state transportation of goods.

FASTag and RFID

 ¾ FASTag is developed by the National Payment                
Corporation of India (NPCI) and operated by the 
National Highway Authority of India (NHAI).

 ¾ FASTag is a device that employs Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) technology for making toll      
payments directly while the vehicle is in motion.

 ¾ RFID is a wireless technology that uses radio waves 
to transfer data from an electronic tag, called RFID 
tag, attached to the vehicle, through a reader for the 
purpose of identifying and tracking the vehicle.

 ¾ A unique 13-digit number, Electronic Product-Code 
(EPC) is encoded on the RFID tag through which every 
vehicle can be uniquely identified.

Benefits

 ¾ Cashless toll payments.

 ¾ Automatic scanning and data logging without human 
intervention.

 ¾ Offers a high degree of security, making it more                 
difficult to counterfeit.

4.  BHARAT SERIES (BH-SERIES) 

Why in News?

Recently, the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways                        
introduced a new registration mark for new vehicles i.e. 
“Bharat series (BH-series)” to facilitate seamless transfer of 
vehicles.

About 

 ¾ BH number series is a newly introduced number series 
for vehicle registration across India. 

 ¾ It is specifically meant for those vehicle owners who 
shift from one state to another on a regular basis due to 
their transferable nature of jobs. 

 ¾ Currently, under section 47 of the Motor Vehicles 
Act, 1988, a person is allowed to keep a vehicle for a                                                                     
maximum of one year in any State other than the one, 
it is registered in. Owners have to get such vehicles 
re-registered before the expiry of one year (12 months).

 ¾ The BH signifies Bharat and will replace the state                   
letters in the number plate denoting the state of vehicle                    
registration, like UP or DL.

Who is eligible to apply for BH Series? 

 ¾ The vehicle registration facility under the ‘BH’ series 
will be available to defence personnel, employees of 
Central government, state governments, Central/
State PSUs

 ¾ Further, individuals working in private sector                           
companies/organizations, which have their offices in 
five or more states/Union Territories can also avail of 
this registration.
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 ¾ As the employees in these services have a transferable 
job, moving from one state to another every 2-3 years.

Motor Vehicles Tax 

 ¾ In general, one has to pay road tax for regular vehicles 
for 15 years.

 ¾ On the other hand, for the BH series, the motor vehicle 
tax will be levied for two years or in multiple of two.

 ¾ After completion of the fourteenth year, the motor                   
vehicle tax shall be levied annually. 

 ¾ Vehicles will not require any transfer of registration 
and will be valid across the country.

 ¾ This will allow free movement of personal vehicles 
across States/Union Territories.

 5.  BANKRUPTCY CODE (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 2021

Why in News?

Recently, The Parliament recently passed the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill 2021, allowing 
the use of “pre-packs” to resolve insolvency proceedings 
involving micro, small and medium-scale enterprises.

About 

 ¾ It introduced an alternate insolvency resolution process 
for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
with defaults up to Rs 1 crore called the Pre-packaged 
Insolvency Resolution Process (PIRP).

INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY CODE

 ¾ It is a reform enacted in 2016. It amalgamates various 
laws relating to the insolvency resolution of business 
firms.

 ¾ It lays down clear-cut and faster insolvency proceed-
ings to help creditors, such as banks, recover dues 
and prevent bad loans, a key drag on the economy.

KEY WORDS

 ¾ Insolvency: It is a situation where individuals or              
companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt.

 ¾ Bankruptcy: It is a situation whereby a court of                  
competent jurisdiction has declared a person or other 
entity insolvent, having passed appropriate orders to 
resolve it and protect the rights of the creditors.

 ¾ It is a legal declaration of one’s inability to pay off 
debts.

 ¾ In March 2021 a sub-committee of the                                                       
Insolvency Law Committee (ILC) recommended a                
pre-pack  framework within the basic structure of the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016.

 ¾ The central government may, by notification, set the 
minimum threshold of default to initiate PIRP up to one 
crore rupees. 

 ¾ Earlier, in April 2021, the government had set the 
minimum threshold at 10 lakh rupees. 

 ¾ Disposal of simultaneous applications for initiation of 
corporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP) and 
PIRP, pending against the same corporate debtor.

What is Pre-packaged insolvency resolution? 

 ¾ A pre-packed insolvency resolution mechanism is a  
process wherein a resolution arrangement is agreed 
upon between the distressed corporate debtor (CDs) 
and lender before approaching the NCLT (National                            
Company Law Tribunal) for bankruptcy proceedings.

6.  PROMPT CORRECTIVE ACTION (PCA) 
FRAME WORK

Why in News?
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has unveiled a revised PCA 
framework for Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs), and the 
changes will be effective from 1 Jan, 2022.

About

 ¾ PCA is a framework under which banks with weak                  
financial metrics are put under watch by the RBI.

 ¾ The RBI introduced the PCA framework in 2002 as a 
structured early-intervention mechanism for banks that 
become Undercapitalized due to poor asset quality, or 
vulnerable due to loss of profitability.

 ¾ It aims to check the problem of Non-Performing Assets 
(NPAs) in the Indian banking sector.

 ¾ The framework was last revised in April 2017.

When is Prompt corrective action framework invoked? 

 ¾ The PCA is invoked when certain risk thresholds are 
breached. 

 ¾ There are three risk thresholds which are based on                
certain levels of asset quality, profitability, capital and 
the like.

What are the types of restrictions?

 ¾ There are two types of restrictions, mandatory and 
discretionary. Restrictions on dividend, branch expan-
sion, directors’ compensation, are mandatory while                        
discretionary restrictions could include curbs on lending 
and deposit.

What will a bank do if PCA is triggered? 

 ¾ Banks are not allowed to renew or access costly deposits 
or take steps to increase their fee-based income.
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 ¾ Banks will also have to launch a special drive to reduce 
the stock of NPAs and contain generation of fresh 

NPAs.

 ¾ They will also not be allowed to enter into new lines of 
business. RBI will also impose restrictions on the bank 
on borrowings from the interbank market.

Revised framework

 ¾ Capital, asset quality and leverage will be the key areas 
for monitoring.

 ¾ Indicators to be tracked for capital, asset quality and 
leverage would be CRAR/Common Equity Tier I Ratio, 
Net NPA Ratio and Tier I Leverage Ratio, respectively.

7.  MINERALS CONCESSION (FOURTH 
AMENDMENT) RULES, 2021

Why in News?

Ministry of Mines has notified the Minerals (Other than Atom-
ic and Hydro Carbons Energy Mineral) Concession (Fourth 
Amendment) Rules, 2021 to amend The Minerals (Other than 
Atomic and Hydro Carbons Energy Mineral) Concession 
Rules, 2016 [MCR, 2016].

 ¾ Extensive amendments have been made in the Mines 
and Minerals (Development and Amendment) Act, 
1957 (‘MMDR Act’) by the MMDR Amendment Act, 
2021 with the objectives of increasing employment and 
investment in the mining sector, increase revenue to the 
States, increase the production and time bound opera-
tionalization of mines, increase the pace of exploration 
and auction of mineral resources, etc. 

 ¾ In order to implement the amendments made in the 
MMDR Act, the MCR, 2016 has been amended.

 ¾ The amendment rules have been framed after                                
extensive consultations with the State Governments,                
industry associations, miners, other stakeholders and 
general public. The highlights of amendments in the 
Rules are as follows

i.) New rules inserted to provide manner of sale of 
50% of mineral produced from the captive leases. 

ii.) Provision added to allow disposal of overburden/ 
waste rock/ mineral below the threshold value, 
which is generated during the course of mining or 
beneficiation of the mineral. 

iii.) Minimum area for grant of mining lease has been 
revised from 5 ha. to 4 ha. For certain specific 
deposits, minimum 2 ha. is provided.

iv.) Part surrender of mining lease area allowed in 
all cases. Presently, part surrender was allowed 

only in case of non-grant of forest clearance.
v.) Rules amended to allow transfer of composite             

licence or mining lease of all types of mine.

vi.) New rules inserted to provide for mutation of 
ML/ CL in favour legal heirs on death of the 
lessee or licencee.

vii.) Interest on delayed payments revised from                     
existing 24% to 12%.

viii.) Rules regarding period of mining lease granted 
to Government companies and their payments                  
incorporated in the MCR, 2016.

ix.) Penalty provisions in the rules have been                          
rationalized. Previously, the rules provided for 
penalty of imprisonment upto 2 years or fine 
upto 5 lakh rupees or both for violation of each 
and every rule irrespective of the severity of the                
violation. Amendment in the rules categorized the 
violations of the rules under the following major 
heads:

Major Violations: Penalty of imprisonment, fine or both.

Minor Violations: Penalty reduced. Penalty of only fine for 
such violations prescribed.

Violation of other rules has been decriminalized. 

8.  PRODUCTION LINKED INCENTIVE (PLI) 
SCHEME FOR TEXTILES

Why in News?

Recently, the Union cabinet has approved the Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the textile sector.

About

 ¾ PLI scheme for Textiles is part of the overall                              
announcement of PLI Schemes for 13 sectors made               
earlier during the Union Budget 2021-22, with an outlay 
of Rs. 1.97 lakh crore.

 ¾ PLI for Textiles along with RoSCTL, RoDTEP and 
other measures of Government in the sector e.g. 
providing raw material at competitive prices, skill                    
development etc will herald a new age in textiles 
manufacturing.

Key Points PLI Scheme

 ¾ In order to boost domestic manufacturing and cut down 
on import bills, the union government in March 
2020 introduced a PLI scheme that aims to give                       
companies incentives on incremental sales from    
products manufactured in domestic units.
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 ¾ Apart from inviting foreign companies to set shop in                 
India, the scheme also aims to encourage local                                                                                   
companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing 
units.

 ¾ The Scheme has also been approved for sectors 
such as automobiles, pharmaceuticals, IT hardware                                 
including laptops, mobile phones & telecom equipment, 
white goods, chemical cells, food processing, etc.

Features of PLI for Textile Sector:

 ¾ Aims to promote the production of high value                          
Man-Made Fibre (MMF) fabrics, garments and                                                                
technical textiles.

 ¾ Incentives worth Rs 10,683 crore will be provided on 
production to the sector over a span for 5 years.

Incentives to eligible producers in two phases:

 ¾ First: Any person or company willing to invest a               
minimum of Rs 300 crore in plant, machinery,                                                                                
equipment and civil works (excluding land and                               
administrative building cost) to produce products of 
MMF fabrics, garments and products of technical      
textiles will be eligible to participate.

 ¾ Second: Investors willing to spend a minimum of Rs 
100 crore under the same conditions (as in the case of 
the first phase) shall be eligible to apply.

Expected Benefits:

Increase in Investment and Employment:

 ¾ It will lead to fresh investment of more than Rs. 
19,000crores, cumulative turnover of over Rs. 3 lakh 
crore and additional employment opportunities of more 
than 7.5 lakh jobs in this sector and several lakhs more 
for supporting activities.

 ¾ The textiles industry predominantly employs                            
women, therefore, the scheme will empower women 
and increase their participation in the formal economy.

Priority to Backward Areas:

 ¾ In addition, priority will be given for investment 
in Aspirational Districts, Tier 3, Tier 4 towns, and                          
rural areas and due to this priority, Industry will be                           
incentivized to move to backward areas.

 ¾ This scheme will positively impact especially States like 
Gujarat, UP, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, AP, 
Telangana, Odisha etc.

9.  MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING                        
INDUSTRIES (MOFPI) LAUNCHED 
THE PMFME SCHEME SEED CAPITAL                                                   
MODULE

Why in News?

MoFP in association with Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MoHUA) launched Pradhan MantriFormalization of 
Micro food processing Enterprises PMFME) Scheme Seed 
Capital Module on Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National 
Urban Livelihoods.

About

Mission (DAY-NULM) MIS Portal.

 ¾  Its purpose is to facilitate seed capital assistance (initial 
money required to start a new business) to members 
of urban Self Help Groups (SHG) working in the food 
processing sector in India.

 ¾ The seed capital portal can be accessed to avail 
the seed capital assistance of Rs. 40,000 per SHG                
member under the PMFME Scheme.

PMFME Scheme

 ¾ It is a centrally sponsored scheme, launched to                  
enhance the competitiveness of existing individual               
micro-enterprises in the unorganized segment of the 
food processing industry and promote formalization of 
the sector.

 ¾ It will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25.

 ¾ The scheme targets to directly assist 2,00,000                        
micro food processing units of existing micro food                       
processing enterprises through:

 ¾ Seed capital support of Rs 40,000 per SHG member.

 ¾ Credit linked subsidy for capital investment up to 35% 
with a ceiling of Rs. 10 lakhs.

 ¾ Credit linked grant support up to 35% for                                 
establishing common infrastructure.

10.  EURO DENOMINATED GREEN BONDS

Why in News?

Recently, India’s first ever euro denominated green bonds.

About

 ¾ The €300 million 7-year Euro Green Bond were                 
issued by Power Finance Corporation Ltd (PFC), the 
leading non-banking finance corporation (NBFC) in 
power sector.

 ¾  In green bonds, the money raised by the issuer are 
earmarked towards financing `green’ projects like                      
renewable energy, clean transportation etc.

 ¾ In 2007, green bonds were launched by development 
banks such as European Investment Bank and World 
Bank.
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 ¾ For India, Yes Bank was the first bank to come out with 
green bonds in 2015.

11.  INDIA BEGINS EXPORTS OF ORGANIC 
MILLETS

Why in News?

Recently, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry                       
announced that the first consignment of organic millets 
would be exported to Denmark.

About 

National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP)

 ¾ The NPOP has been implemented by APEDA since its 
inception in 2001 as notified under the Foreign Trade 
(Development and Regulations) Act, 1992.

 ¾ NPOP covers standards for crops and their                                 
products, live stocks and poultry products, aquaculture,                         
apiculture etc. The exports from the country are as per 
the provisions in NPOP.

 ¾ The NPOP certification has been recognized by the                
European Union and Switzerland which enables. 

 ¾ India to export unprocessed plant products to these 
countries without the requirement of additional                   
certification.

 ¾ It also facilitates export of Indian organic products to 
the United Kingdom even in the post Brexit phase.

 ¾ NPOP has also been recognized by the Food                           
Safety Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) for trade of                  
organic products in the domestic market.

 ¾ Organic products covered under the bilateral agreement 
with NPOP need not to be recertified for import in 
India.

 ¾ Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export                  
Development Authority

 ¾ APEDA was established by the Government of India 
under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority Act, 1985.

 ¾ It functions under the Ministry of Commerce and                
Industry.

 ¾ It has been mandated with the responsibility of export 
promotion and development of the scheduled products 
viz. fruits, vegetables, meat products, dairy products, 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages etc. 

 ¾ It has also been entrusted with the responsibility to   
monitor import of sugar.

12.  PUDUCHERRY HAS BECOME ‘HAR GHAR 
JAL

Why in News

Recently, Puducherry has become ‘HarGhar Jal’ UT by               
ensuring that every rural home in the Union Territory gets a 
household tap connection.

About 

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

 ¾ Launched bythe Ministry of Jal Shakti in 2019.

 ¾ To provide safe and adequate drinking water through 
individual household tap connections by 2024 to all 
households in rural India.

 ¾ The goal is to have ‘HarGhar Jal’- every house in 
the village is to be provided with a Functional tap                       
connection.

 ¾ The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states 
is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern States, 50:50 
for other states, and 100% for Union Territories.

Key Features of the mission:

 ¾ The mission is a decentralized, demand-driven and 
community-managed programme. The Gram Panchayat 
will play a key role in planning and implementation.

 ¾ The mission includes extensive Information, Education 
and communication as a key component of the mission.

 ¾ The mission will also implement source sustainability 
measures as mandatory elements. 

 ¾ This includes measures such as recharge and reuse 
through greywater management, water conservation, 
rainwater harvesting 

 ¾ Further, States will give priority to Water                                          
quality- affected areas,

 ¾ Villages in drought-prone and desert areas,

 ¾ Scheduled caste/scheduled tribe majority villages,

 ¾ Aspirational districts and SansadAdarsh Gram Yojana 
villages.

 ¾ Puducherry has become the fourth state or UT after 
Goa, Telangana and Andaman and Nicobar Islands to 
provide assured tap water supply to every rural home 
under Jal Jeevan Mission(JJM).

13.  NANO UREA LIQUID

Why in News

Recently, the Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited 
(IFFCO) introduced the world’s first Nano Urea Liquid for 
farmers across the world.
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About

 ¾ It is a nutrient (liquid) to provide nitrogen to plants as 
an alternative to the conventional urea.

 ¾ It is developed to replace conventional urea and it can 
curtail the requirement of the same by at least 50%.

 ¾ It contains 40,000 mg/L of nitrogen in a 500 ml bottle 
which is equivalent to the impact of nitrogen nutrient 
provided by one bag of conventional urea.

 ¾ Conventional urea is effective 30-40% in delivering              
nitrogen to plants, while the effectiveness of the Nano 
Urea Liquid is over 80%.

 ¾ Its effectiveness has been tested in over 11,000 farmers’ 
fields for 94 crops like rice and wheat.

 ¾ An average 8% increase in yield has been witnessed.

 ¾ It has been indigenously developed at Nano                                     
Biotechnology Research Centre, Kalol, Gujrat in line 
with Atmanirbhar Bharat and AtmanirbharKrishi.

 ¾ India is dependent on imports to meet its urea                           
requirements.

 ¾ It has been found effective and efficient for plant                     
nutrition which increases the production with improved 
nutritional quality.

 ¾ It will also have a huge positive impact on the quality 
of underground water, a very significant reduction in 
global warming with an impact on climate change and 
sustainable development.

 ¾ Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Limited

 ¾ It is one of India’s biggest cooperative societies which 
is wholly owned by Indian Cooperatives.

 ¾ Founded in 1967 with just 57 cooperatives, today it is 
an amalgamation of over 36,000 

 ¾ Indian Cooperatives with diversified business interests 
ranging from General Insurance to Rural Telecom apart 
from its core business of manufacturing and selling                 
fertilizers.

 ¾ To enable Indian farmers to prosper through timely 
supply of reliable, high quality agricultural inputs and 
services in an environmentally sustainable manner and 
to undertake other activities to improve their welfare.

14.  ONE NATION ONE STANDARD

Why in News

The Research Design and Standards Organisation (RDSO)              
became the first Institution to be declared Standard                               
Developing Organisation (SDO) under the “ One Nation One 
Standard” mission. 

About

 ¾ The ‘One Nation One Standard’ Mission was first                 
deliberated in September, 2019.

 ¾ The mission was envisioned on the line of ‘one                        
nation, one ration card’ scheme in order to ensure                 
quality products in the country.

 ¾ The purpose is to converge multiple standards with 
the BIS which is a recognized national body for                           
standardization in India.

 ¾ The recognition is valid for 3 years and will require 
renewal after completion of the validity period.

 ¾ Aggregating and integrating the existing capabilities 
and dedicated domain specific expertise available with               
various organizations in the country engaged in                                                                       
standards development in their specific sectors.

 ¾ The idea is to develop one template of standard for one 
given product instead of having multiple agencies set it.

 ¾ Enable convergence of all standard development                      
activities in the country resulting in One National    
Standard for One Subject.

 ¾ This will help in establishing in the long run Brand 
India. This will also ensure market relevance for the 
Indian standards.

Bureau of Indian Standards

 ¾ It has been established for the harmonious                                           
development of the activities of standardization, 
marking and    quality certification of goods and for 
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

 ¾ It was established by the Bureau of Indian Standards 
Act, 1986 which came into effect in December 1986. 

 ¾ It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution.

 ¾ A new Bureau of Indian standard (BIS) Act 2016 has 
been brought into force with effect from October 2017.

 ¾ The Act establishes the Bureau of Indian Standards 
(BIS) as the National Standards Body of India.

Other Initiatives of BIS

 ¾ BIS-Care App-- Provides a platform to consumers for 
grievance redressal and feedback through the portal. 

 ¾ Quality Control Orders (QCO)-- It is formulating the 
standards of manufactured products.

Research Designs & Standards Organization

 ¾ It is the sole R&D Wing of the Ministry of Railways, 
is one of India’s leading Standard formulating bodies 
undertaking standardization work for the railway sector 
situated in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
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15. Global Minimum Corporate Tax Rate                    
(GMCTR)

Why in News?

Recently, the Finance Ministers from the Group of Seven 
(G7) nations reached a landmark accord setting a Global 
Minimum Corporate Tax Rate (GMCTR).

About

 ¾ The agreement could form the basis of a worldwide 
deal. It will now be discussed in detail at a meeting of 
G20 financial ministers and central bank governors in 
July 2021.

 ¾ G7 also agreed to move towards making companies              
declare their environmental impact in a more standard 
way so investors can decide more easily whether to fund 
them.

Global Minimum Corporate Tax Rate:

 ¾ G7 would back a minimum global corporation tax rate 
of at least 15%, and put in place measures to ensure           
taxes were paid in the countries where businesses                                                    
operate.

 ¾ Corporation tax isa direct tax imposed on the net income 
or profit that enterprises make from their businesses.

 ¾ It would apply to companies’ overseas profits.                      
Therefore, if countries agree on a global minimum, 
governments could still set whatever local corporate tax 
rate they want.

 ¾ But if companies pay lower rates in a particular country, 
their home governments could “top-up” their taxes to 
the agreed minimum rate, eliminating the advantage of 
shifting profits to a tax haven.

 ¾ A tax haven is generally an offshore country that 
offers foreign individuals and businesses little or no 
tax liability in a politically and economically static 
environment.

16.  E-RUPI

Why in News?

e-RUPI is a digital solution launched by the Hon’ble PM via 
video conferencing to allow cashless payment solution for 
COVID-19 vaccination.

About

“e-RUPI” is an electronic voucher based digital payment               
system which is person-specific and purpose-specific                                                            
payments system.

 ¾ These vouchers are like e-gift cards, which are                
prepaid in nature. 

 ¾ The code of the cards can be shared either via SMS or 
the OR code can be shared.

 ¾ e-RUPI is backed by existing Indian rupee as                      
underlying asset and its specificity of purpose makes 
it different from a virtual currency and puts it closer 
to a voucher-based payment system.

 ¾ E-RUPI is not a platform.

 ¾ It has been developed by the National Payments                  
Corporation of India on its UPI platform, in                                                                   
collaboration with the Department of Financial                
Services, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and 
National Health Authority.

 ¾ Significance

 ¾ Being pre-paid in nature, it assures timely payment 
to the service provider without involvement of any                         
intermediary.

 ¾ No digital or bank presence required -Consumer             
redeeming the voucher need not have a digital payment 
app or a bank account

 ¾ Ensures leak-proof delivery of various welfare                       
services.

 ¾ Corporates can issue these vouchers for their                                
employees.

 ¾ Voucher redemption can be tracked by the issuer.

17.  THE PMFME SCHEME SEED CAPITAL 
MODULE

Why in news?

Recently, MoFP in association with Ministry of                           
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched 
Pradhan MantriFormalization of Micro food processing                                                                                         
Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme Seed Capital Module on 
Deendayal AntyodayaYojana-National Urban Livelihoods 
Mission (DAY-NULM) MIS Portal.

About

 ¾ Its purpose is to facilitate seed capital assistance (initial 
money required to start a new business) to members 
of urban Self Help Groups (SHG) working in the food 
processing sector in India.

 ¾ The seed capital portal can be accessed to avail the seed 
capital assistance of Rs. 40,000 per SHG member under 
the PMFME Scheme.

PMFME Scheme

 ¾ It is a centrally sponsored scheme, launched to                    
enhance the competitiveness of existing individual                  
micro-enterprises in the unorganized segment of the 
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food processing industry and promote formalization 
of the sector.

 ¾ It will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25.

 ¾ The scheme targets to directly assist 2,00,000 micro 
food processing units of existing micro food processing 
enterprises through:

 ¾ Seed capital support of Rs. 40,000 per SHG member.

 ¾ Credit linked subsidy for capital investment up to 35% 
with a ceiling of Rs. 10 lakhs.

 ¾ Credit linked grant support up to 35% for                                
establishing common infrastructure.

18.  THE VINTAGE MOTOR VEHICLES                       
POLICY

Why in News?

The government is framing a new policy to regulate the                 
vintage motor vehicles (2-wheeler or 4-wheeler).

About 

 ¾ The term will cover any vehicle, 2-wheeler or 4                  
wheeler, which is more than 50 years old from the 
date of first registration after first sale, including any 
vehicle imported into India.

 ¾ This will be subject to the condition that such vehicles 
should be maintained in its original form.

 ¾ These vehicles should not have undergone any                         
substantial overhaul that includes any modification in 
chassis or body shell, and/or engine.

 ¾ The new policy seeks to mandate that such vehicles  
cannot be used for commercial purposes or put to                
regular use. Other than that, the owners can use their                   
vintage cars in any way wish.

 ¾ Old vehicles already carry their registration                          
numbers, which will continue.

 ¾ For new ones, like imported vintage vehicles or old 
Indian cars over 50 years old seeking to enter the 
vintagecategory, a new numbering system will come 
into effect.

 ¾ These vehicles will carry a registration plate                         
displaying the state code in two letters fol-
lowed by VA for vintage, then a 2-letter series and                                          
finally a 4-digit series (0001 to 9999) allotted by the 
state registering authority.

 ¾ Registration information will be on the Parivahan portal 
of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

 ¾ New vintage vehicles can be registered for Rs. 20,000; 
re-registration/ renewal will cost Rs 5,000. 

 ¾ The registration certificate will be valid for 10 years, 
renewable thereafter.

 ¾ Sale and purchase of vehicles registered as vintage is 
permissible; the buyer and seller have to inform their 
respective State Transport Authorities.

Application of Scrappage Policy 

 ¾ The upcoming vehicle scrappage policy will not apply 
to these vehicles.

 ¾ If a vehicle is more than 15 years old but within 50 
years, the owner can continue to keep it by passing 
fitness tests every 5 years.

19.  DRAFT REGULATIONS FOR GM FOODS

Why in News?

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
has released draft regulations for GM foods.

About

What is Genetically Modified Organism (Transgenic                  
Organism)?

 ¾ In GMO, genetic material (DNA) is altered or                             
artificially introduced using genetic engineering                                                     
techniques.

 ¾ Genetic modification involves the mutation, insertion, 
or deletion of genes.

 ¾ Inserted genes usually come from a different organism 
(e.g. In Bt cotton, Bt genes from bacterium Bacillus 
thuringiensis are induced).

 ¾ Genetic modification is done to induce a                                          
desirable new trait which does not occur naturally 
in the  Species.

Key provisions 

 ¾ No one can manufacture or sell any food products or 
food ingredients derived from Genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) without prior approval.

 ¾ Specifies norms that labs will need to adhere for testing 
GM foods.

 ¾ The proposed regulations will apply to “Geneti-
cally Modified Organisms (GMOs) or Genetically                            
Engineered Organisms (GEOs) or Living Modified                
Organism (LMOs) intended for direct use as food or 
for processing.”

 ¾ The Regulations’ ambit will include food products that 
may have been made using food ingredients or process-
ing aid derived from GMOs, even if GM content is not 
present in the end-product.
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 ¾ Genetically Modified Organisms or Genetically                         
Engineered Organisms “shall not be used as an                                                                  
ingredient” in infant food products.

 ¾ The draft also Proposes labelling norms for food                  
products that contain one per cent (1 %) or more than 
one percent of GMO content.

GMO Regulation in India

 ¾ The task of regulating GMO levels in imported                   
consumables was initially with the Genetic                                                                                   
Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the 
Union environment ministry.

 ¾ Its role in this was diluted with the enactment of the 
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 and FSSAI was 
asked to take over approvals of imported goods.

GM techniques are used 

 ¾ Biological and medical research,

 ¾ Production of pharmaceutical drugs,

 ¾ Experimental medicine (e.g. gene therapy),

 ¾ Agriculture (e.g. golden rice, Bt cotton etc.),

 ¾ Genetically modified bacteria to produce the protein             
insulin,

 ¾ To produce biofuels from some GM bacteria, etc.

20.  OFFLINE SMALL-VALUE E-PAYMENTS

Why in News?

Recently, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has come out with 
the framework for facilitating small-value digital payments in 
offline mode.

About

 ¾ The framework incorporates feedback received from the 
pilot experiments on offline transactions conducted in 
different parts of the country between September 2020 
and June 2021.

 ¾ An offline digital payment does not require Internet or 
telecom connectivity.

 ¾ Under this new framework, such payments can be               
carried out face-to-face (proximity mode) using any 
channel or instrument like cards, wallets and mobile 
devices.

 ¾ Such transactions would not require an Additional                   
Factor of Authentication. Since the transactions are                
offline, alerts (by way of SMS and / or e-mail) will be 
received by the customer after a time lag.

 ¾ There is a limit of ₹200 per transaction and an                 
overall limit of ₹2,000 until the balance in the                  

account is replenished. The RBI said the framework 
took effect ‘immediately’.

21.  Minister’s Development Initiative for North 
East (PM-DevINE)

Why in News?

Union Budget 2022-23 provided for a new scheme, 
Prime  Minister’s Development Initiative for North East                                     
(PM-DevINE)  will be implemented through the North-                                                                 
Eastern Council.

About

PM-DevINE will fund infrastructure, in the spirit of PM                 
GatiShakti, and social development projects based on felt 
needs of the North-East states.

 ¾ PM-DevINE scheme is being implemented with the                
following objectives

 ¾ To enable livelihood activities for youth and women

 ¾ To filling gaps in various sectors.

 ¾ Implementing Agency -- PM-DevINE scheme will be 
implemented through the North-Eastern Council.

 ¾ An initial allocation of Rs. 1,500 crore will be made for 
the PM-DevINE scheme.

 ¾ Under PM-DevINE scheme, projects can be                               
recommended by Centre and North East States as well 
but priority will be given to projects posed by the states.

 ¾ The scheme will not be a substitute for existing central 
and state schemes.

 ¾ Significance -- PM-DevINE scheme will enable                      
livelihood activities for youth and women, filling the 
gaps in various sectors, the Minister explained.

22.  THE GREEN HYDROGEN/ GREEN                        
AMMONIA POLICY

Why in News?

Recently, The Ministry of Power notifies Green Hydrogen/ 
Green Ammonia Policy

About

The policy provides as follows

 ¾ Green Hydrogen / Ammonia manufacturers may                   
purchase renewable power from the power exchange or 
set up renewable energy capacity themselves or through 
any other, developer, anywhere.

 ¾ Open access will be granted within 15 days of receipt 
of application.
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 ¾ The Green Hydrogen / Ammonia manufacturer can bank 
his unconsumed renewable power, up to 30 days, with 
distribution company and take it back when required.

 ¾ Distribution licensees can also procure and supply 
Renewable Energy to the manufacturers of Green 
Hydrogen / Green Ammonia in their States at                      
concessional prices which will only include the cost 
of procurement, wheeling charges and a small margin 
as determined by the State Commission.

 ¾ Waiver of inter-state transmission charges for a period 
of 25 years will be allowed to the manufacturers of 
Green Hydrogen and Green Ammonia for the projects 
commissioned before 30th June 2025.

 ¾ The manufacturers of Green Hydrogen / Ammonia and 
the renewable energy plant shall be given connectivity 
to the grid on priority basis to avoid any procedural 
delays.

 ¾ The benefit of Renewable Purchase Obligation 
(RPO) will be granted incentive to the hydrogen/                          
Ammonia manufacturer and the Distribution licensee 
for consumption of renewable power.

 ¾ To ensure ease of doing business a single portal for                
carrying out all the activities including statutory     
clearances in a time bound manner will be set up by 
MNRE.

 ¾ Connectivity, at the generation end and the Green                  
Hydrogen / Green Ammonia manufacturing end, to the 
ISTS for Renewable Energy capacity set up for the 
purpose of manufacturing Green Hydrogen / Green 
Ammonia shall be granted on priority.

 ¾ Manufacturers of Green Hydrogen / Green Ammonia 
shall be allowed to set up bunkers near Ports for storage 
of Green Ammonia for export / use by shipping. 

 ¾ The land for the storage for this purpose shall be                 
provided by the respective Port Authorities at                                                                                 
applicable charges.

 ¾ The implementation of this Policy will provide clean 
fuel to the common people of the country. This will 
reduce dependence on fossil fuel and also reduce crude 
oil imports. 

Objective
 ¾ The objective also is for our country to emerge as an 

export Hub for Green Hydrogen and Green Ammonia. 

 ¾ The policy promotes Renewable Energy (RE)                              
generation as RE will be the basic ingredient in making 
green hydrogen.  

 ¾ This in turn will help in meeting the international                  
commitments for clean energy.

23.  SURETY INSURANCE BONDS

Why in News?

In the Budget 2022-23, the government has allowed the use 
of surety insurance bonds as a substitute for bank guarantees 
in case of government procurement and also for gold imports.

About

 ¾ A surety bond is a legally binding contract entered 
into by three parties—the principal, the obligee and the  
surety.

 ¾ The obligee, usually a government entity, requires the 
principal, typically a business owner or contractor, 
to obtain a surety bond as a guarantee against future 
work performance.

 ¾ Surety bonds are mainly aimed at infrastructure                        
development, mainly to reduce indirect cost for                                                                                  
suppliers and work contractors thereby                                                      
diversifying their options and acting as a substitute for 
bank guarantee.

 ¾ Surety bond is provided by the insurance company 
on behalf of the contractor to the entity which is                  
awarding the project.

 ¾ Surety bonds protect the beneficiary against acts or 
events that impair the underlying obligations of the 
principal. 

 ¾ They guarantee the performance of a variety of                        
obligations, from construction or service contracts to 
licensing and commercial undertakings.

24. SEZ ACT NEW LEGISLATION

Why in news?

The Budget says that the SEZ Act will be replaced by a 
new legislation that will enable large existing and new                             
industrial enclaves to optimally utilise available                                                                                       
infrastructure and enhance competitiveness of exports.

About
 ¾ It will enable the States to become partners in                        

development of enterprise and service hubs.

 ¾ It also says that customs administration in SEZs will be 
fully IT-driven.

 ¾ An infra cluster approach is proposed rather than one 
based on export subsidies which will be open to WTO 
challenge.

 ¾ The new SEZ legislation will have single window                
clearance and provide high class infrastructure.

 ¾ The new dispensation for SEZ, being considered by the 
government, could allow domestic units to come up in 
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the unutilised area of SEZs and co-exist with SEZ units 
with proper monitoring.

 ¾ The suggestion of permitting SEZ units to do job work 
for DTA units for better capacity utilisation may also 
now be implemented.

Special economic zone (SEZ)
 ¾ A special economic zone (SEZ) is an area in a country 

that is subject to different economic regulations than 
other regions within the same country.

 ¾ Asia’s first Export Processing Zone (EPZ) was                        
established in 1965 at Kandla, Gujarat state.

 ¾ In India, the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) Policy 
was announced in 2000.

 ¾ SEZs in India functioned from 2000 to 2006 under 
the provisions of the Foreign Trade Policy and fiscal                 
incentives were made effective through the provisions 
of relevant statutes.

 ¾ The Special Economic Zones Act was passed in 2005.

Objectives
 ¾ generation of additional economic activity

 ¾ promotion of exports of goods and services

 ¾ promotion of investment from domestic and foreign 
sources

 ¾ creation of employment opportunities

 ¾ development of infrastructure facilities

 ¾ Once an SEZ has been approved by the Board of             
Approval and Central Government has notified the 
area of the SEZ, units are allowed to be set up in 
the SEZ.

 25.  THE ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING IN     
INDIA POLICY

Why in news?

The Union Government has released a policy to boost additive 
manufacturing in India.

About 

 ¾ The Ministry of Electronics and Information                        
Technology (MeitY) has recently released a                                                                     
National strategy for additive manufacturing                   
(commonly known as 3D printing) with the goal of 
making India a global hub for design, development and 
deployment of 3D printing.

 ¾ It aims to increase India’s share in global additive     
manufacturing to 5 per cent and add $ 1 billion to the 
gross domestic product within the next three years.

3D printing

 ¾ 3D printing is also known as additive manufacturing 
which uses materials such as plastics and metals to 
convert products envisaged on computer-aided design 
to real three-dimensional items.

 ¾ 3D printing is the opposite of subtractive manufactur-
ing which is cutting out/hollowing out a piece of metal 
or plastic with, for instance, a milling machine.

Intersection of Technologies

 ¾ Additive Manufacturing is the next generation of                  
digital manufacturing that allows the intersection of 
computing electronics, imaging and the emerging                                                                     
areas of Artificial Intelligence, pattern                                                  
recognition and will create intellectual property and 
export opportunities.

Key provisions of the policy

Sector targeting

 ¾ Government to target nearly 50 India specific                            
technologies for material, machine and software, 100 
new startups for additive manu-facturing, 500 new 
products by 2025.

Creation of ecosystem

 ¾ Establishment of AM centres, talent development, 
IP creation and funding, partnerships, incentives,                         
innovation clusters, and much more.

Creation of jobs

 ¾ Targeted new startups and opportunities are expected to 
give jobs to at least 1 lakh new skilled workers over the 
next three years.

Uniform regulation

 ¾ Establishment of a dedicated agency, such as a                       
National Additive Manufacturing Centre, to                                                                      
spearhead the national initiative (NAMC).

Reinforcing ecosystem

 ¾ Enhancing technology Leadership through Talent, 
R&D, and Supply Chain Development.

Addressing technical challenges

 ¾ Government to address sector-specific technical chal-
lenges in order to make 3D printing economically 
viable for MSMEs.
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ECONOMIC SURVEY & BUDGET, GOVT OF 
INDIA

1. ECONOMIC SURVEY 2022

Nirmala Sitharaman presented the Economic Survey 2021-22 
in Parliament.

THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ECONOMIC SURVEY 
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. State of the Economy

 ¾ Indian economy estimated to grow by 9.2 percent in 
real terms in 2021-22 (as per first advanced estimates) 
subsequent to a contraction of 7.3 percent in 2020-21. 

 ¾ GDP projected to grow by 8- 8.5 percent in real terms 
in 2022-23.  

 ¾ Projection comparable with World Bank and Asian 
Development Bank’s latest forecasts of real GDP 
growth of 8.7 percent and 7.5 percent respectively 
for 2022-23.

 ¾ As per IMF’s latest World Economic Outlook                   
projections, India’s real GDP projected to grow at 
9 percent in 2021-22 and 2022-23 and at 7.1 percent 
in 2023-2024, which would make India the fastest                 
grow  ing major economy in the world for all 3years.

 ¾ Agriculture and allied sectors expected to grow by 3.9 
percent; industry by 11.8 percent and services sector 
by 8.2 percent in 2021-22.

 ¾ On demand side, consumption estimated to grow by 7.0 
percent, Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) by 15 
percent, exports by 16.5 percent and imports by 29.4 
percent in 2021-22.

Sectoral Trends

 ¾ Agriculture sector accounts for 18.8% of gross value 
added (GVA).

 ¾ Manufacturing, construction and mining sub-sectors 
went through the same swing. The share of industry in 
GVA is now estimated at 28.2%.

 ¾ Service sector accounts for 53% of gross value added 
(GVA).

 ¾ Economic impact of “second wave” was much        
smaller than that during the full lockdown phase in                           
2020-21, though health impact was more severe.

 ¾ Government of India’s unique response comprised 
of safety-nets to cushion the impact on vulnerable                 
sections of society and the business sector, signifi-
cant increase in capital expenditure to spur growth 
and supply side reforms for a sustained long-term 
expansion.

 ¾ Government’s flexible and multi-layered response 
is partly based on an “Agile” framework that 
uses feedback-loops, and the use of eighty High                               
Frequency Indicators (HFIs) in an environment of             
extreme uncertainty.

 ¾ Demand Trends --Latest advance estimates suggest 
full recovery of all components on the demand side 
in 2021-22 except for private consumption.

 ¾ Recovery is most significant in exports, government 
consumption, gross fixed capital formation and in                    
imports.

 ¾ Consumption -- Total consumption is estimated 
to have grown by 7% in 2021-22 with government                           
consumption remaining the biggest contributor.

2. Fiscal Developments

 ¾ The revenue receipts from the Central Government 
(April to November, 2021) have gone up by 67.2                
percent (YoY) as against an expected growth of 9.6 
percent in the 2021-22 Budget Estimates (over 2020-
21 Provisional Actuals).

 ¾ Gross Tax Revenue registers a growth of over 50 
percent during April to November, 2021 in YoY terms.  
This performance is strong compared to pre-pandemic 
levels of 2019-2020 also. 
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 ¾ During April-November 2021, Capex has grown by 
13.5 percent (YoY) with focus on infrastructure                     
intensive sectors.

 ¾ Sustained revenue collection and a targeted                                   
expenditure policy has contained the fiscal deficit for 
April to November, 2021 at 46.2 percent of BE.

 ¾ With the enhanced borrowings on account of                   
COVID-19, the Central Government debt has gone 
up from 49.1 percent of GDP in 2019-20 to 59.3                
percent of GDP in 2020-21, but is expected to follow a 
declining trajectory with the recovery of the economy.

 Net tax revenue grew at 64.9% during April to                  
November 2021 over April to November 2020, which 
is due to high growth shown by all major direct and 
indirect taxes

 Indirect tax receipts have registered a YoY growth of 
38.6 per cent in first eight months of this fiscal year.

 Corporate income tax registered a growth of 90.4 per 
cent over April-November 2020.

 Gross GST collections, Centre and States taken                 
together during April to December 2021, were 61.5 
per cent higher than April to December 2020. 

 Over the last 4 years, GST revenueshave steadily 
grown and year-average of monthly GST collection has 
increased from 0.9 lakh crore in 2017-18 to 1.19 lakh 
crore in 2021-22.

3. EXTERNAL SECTORS

 ¾ India’s merchandise exports and imports rebounded 
strongly and surpassed pre-COVID levels during the 
current financial year.

 ¾ There was significant pickup in net services with both 
receipts and payments crossing the pre-pandemic 
levels, despite weak tourism revenues.

 ¾ Net capital flows were higher at US$ 65.6 billion 
in the first half of 2021-22, on account of continued              
inflow of foreign investment, revival in net external 
commercial borrowings, higher banking capital and               
additional special drawing rights (SDR) allocation.

 ¾ India’s external debt rose to US $ 593.1 billion at 
End-September 2021, from US $ 556.8 billion a year 
earlier, reflecting additional SDR allocation by IMF, 
coupled with higher commercial borrowings.

Merchandise Exports

 ¾ During 2021-22 (April-December), merchandise                       
exports recorded growth of 49.7 per cent to US$ 
301.4 billion, exceeding the pre-pandemic level

 ¾ The rise in exports is contributed by high growth 
in petroleum, oil and lubricants (POL) exports                     
(constituting about 15 per cent of total exports) as well 
as non-POL exports, indicating broad-based nature 
of expansion. Non-POL exports stood at US$ 257.5                      
billion during 2021-22 (April-December), registering 
a growth of 40.1 per cent over corresponding period 
of last year.

 ¾ United States of America (USA) remained the 
top export destination in April-November, 2021                                 
followed by United Arab Emirates (UAE) and China.                   
Belgium, replacing Malaysia entered into the top ten 
leading export destinations. 

 More than 40 per cent of India’s exports is still                
accounted by only seven countries.
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Merchandise Imports

 ¾ Merchandise imports grew at the rate of 68.9 per cent 
to US$ 443.8 billion in April-December, 2021 overthe 
corresponding period of last year. 

 Crude petroleum imports more than doubled to US$ 
73.3 billion in April November, 2021 compared to last 
year and continues to be the highest imported commod-
ity.

 ¾ Among top ten countries for import origin,                          
China, UAE and USA were the top import sourc-
es for India in April-November, 2021, with China’s 
share reducing to 15.5 per centfrom 17.7 per cent in 
corresponding period a year earlier. Indonesia – second 
biggest source of crude palm oil – remains to be one 
of top ten suppliers of India 

Merchandise Trade Balance 

 ¾ Merchandise trade deficit stood at US$ 142.4 billion 
in April-December, 2021 compared to deficit of US$ 
61.4 billion in corresponding period of last year.

 ¾ India had most favorable trade balance with USA fol-
lowed by Bangladesh and Nepal.

 ¾ Foreign Exchange Reserves crossed US$ 600 billion in 
the first half of 2021-22 and touched US $ 633.6 billion 
as of December 31, 2021.

 ¾ As of End-November 2021, India was the fourth larg-
est forex reserves holder in the world after China, 
Japan and Switzerland.

3. MONETARY MANAGEMENT AND                       
FINANCIAL INTERMEDIATION

 ¾ The liquidity in the system remained in surplus.

 ¾ Repo rate was maintained at 4 per cent in 2021-22.

 ¾ RBI undertook various measures such as G-Sec                         
Acquisition Programme and Special Long-Term Repo 
Operations to provide further liquidity.

 ¾ The economic shock of the pandemic has been                     
weathered well by the commercial banking system:

 ¾ YoY Bank credit growth accelerated gradually in 2021-
22 from 5.3 per cent in April 2021 to 9.2 per cent as 
on 31st December 2021.

 ¾ The Gross Non-Performing Advances ratio of                         
Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) declined from 
11.2 per cent at the end of 2017-18 to 6.9 per cent at 
the end of September, 2021.

 ¾ Net Non-Performing Advances ratio declined from 6 
percent to 2.2 per cent during the same period.

 ¾ Capital to risk-weighted asset ratio of SCBs                          

continued to increase from 13 per cent in 2013-14 to 
16.54 per cent at the end of September 2021.

Exceptional year for the capital markets

 ¾ Rs. 89,066 crores were raised via 75 Initial Public                  
Offering (IPO) issues in April-November 2021, which 
is much higher than in any year in the last decade.

 ¾ Sensex and Nifty scaled up to touch peak at 61,766 and 
18,477 on October 18, 2021.

 ¾ Among major emerging market economies, Indian    
markets outperformed peers in April-December 2021.

Prices and Inflation

 ¾ The average headline CPI-Combined inflation                             
moderated to 5.2 per cent in 2021-22 (April-Decem-
ber) from 6.6 per cent in the corresponding period of                   
2020-21.

 ¾ The decline in retail inflation was led by easing of food 
inflation.

 ¾ Food inflation averaged at a low of 2.9 per cent in 
2021-22 (April to December) as against 9.1 per cent in 
the corresponding period last year.

 ¾ Reduction in central excise and subsequent cuts in Value 
Added Tax by most States helped ease petrol and diesel 
prices.

 ¾ Wholesale inflation based on Wholesale Price Index 
(WPI) rose to 12.5 per cent during 2021-22 (April to 
December).

 ¾ This has been attributed to: Low base in the previous 
year, Pick-up in economic activity, Sharp increase in 
international prices of crude oil and other imported                   
inputs, and High freight costs.

4. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND   
CLIMATE CHANGE

 ¾ India’s overall score on the NITI Aayog SDG India   
Index and Dashboard improved to 66 in 2020-21 from 
60 in 2019-20 and 57 in 2018-19.
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 ¾ Number of Front Runners (scoring 65-99) increased to 
22 States and UTs in 2020-21 from 10 in 2019-20.

 ¾ In North East India, 64 districts were Front Runners 
and 39 districts were Performers in the NITI Aayog 
North-Eastern Region District SDG Index 2021-22.

 ¾ India has the tenth largest forest area in the world.

 ¾ In 2020, India ranked third globally in increasing its 
forest area during 2010 to 2020.

 ¾ In 2020, the forests covered 24% of India’s total                  
geographical, accounting for 2% of the world’s total 
forest area.

 ¾ In August 2021, the Plastic Waste Management 
Amendment Rules, 2021, was notified which is aimed 
at phasing out single use plastic by 2022.

 ¾ Draft regulation on Extended Producer Responsibility 
for plastic packaging was notified.

 ¾ The Compliance status of Grossly Polluting                                  
Industries (GPIs) located in the Ganga main stem and its         
tributaries improved from 39% in 2017 to 81% in 2020.

 ¾ The consequent reduction in effluent discharge has been 
from 349.13 million of litres per day (MLD) in 2017 to 
280.20 MLD in 2020.

 ¾ The Prime Minister, as a part of the national                    
statement delivered at the 26th Conference of Parties 
(COP 26) in Glasgow in November 2021, announced 
ambitious targets to be achieved by 2030 to enable 
further reduction in emissions.

 ¾ The need to start the one-word movement ‘LIFE’                   
(Lifestyle for Environment) urging mindful and                       
deliberate utilization instead of mindless and destructive 
consumption was underlined.

5.   AGRICULTURE AND FOOD MANAGEMENT

 ¾ The Agriculture sector experienced buoyant growth 
in past two years, accounting for a sizeable 18.8%   
(2021-22) in Gross Value Added (GVA) of the                 
country registering a growth of 3.6% in 2020-21 and 
3.9% in 2021-22.

 ¾ Minimum Support Price (MSP) policy is being used to 
promote crop diversification.

 ¾ Receipts from crop production have increased by 
22.6% in the latest Situation Assessment Survey (SAS) 
compared to SAS Report of 2014.

 ¾ Allied sectors including animal husbandry, dairying 
and fisheries are steadily emerging to be high growth                 
sectors and major drivers of overall growth in                                                                        
agriculture sector.

 ¾ The Livestock sector has grown at a CAGR of 8.15% 
over the last five years ending 2019-20. It has been 
a stable source of income across groups of agricultural 
households accounting for about 15% of their average 
monthly income.

 ¾ India runs one of the largest food management                       
programmes in the world.

 ¾ Government has further extended the coverage of food 
security network through schemes like PM Gareeb  
KalyanYojana (PMGKY).

6.  INDUSTRY AND INFRASTRUCTURE

 ¾ Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew at 17.4 
percent (YoY) during April-November 2021 as                      
compared to (-)15.3 percent in April-November 2020.

 ¾ Capital expenditure for the Indian railways has                  
increased to Rs. 155,181 crores in 2020-21 from an  
average annual of Rs. 45,980 crores during 2009-14 and 
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it has been budgeted to further increase to Rs. 215,058 
crores in 2021-22 – a five times increase in comparison 
to the 2014 level.          

 ¾ Extent of road construction per day increased sub-
stantially in 2020-21 to 36.5 Kms per day from 28 
Kms per day in 2019-20 – a rise of 30.4 percent.

 ¾ Net profit to sales ratio of large corporates reached 
an all-time high of 10.6 percent in in July-September 
quarter of 2021-22 despite the pandemic (RBI Study)

 ¾ Introduction of Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme, major boost provided to infrastructure-both 
physical as well as digital, along with measures to                  
reduce transaction costs and improve ease of doing    
business, would support the pace of recovery.

 ¾ Total installed power capacity and captive power 
plant (industries having demand of 1MW and above) 
was 459.15 GW in 2021, registering a growth of 2.87                 
percent since last year.

 ¾ Renewable energy – Solar, Wind, Biomass, and small 
hydro energy constitutes over 24.71 percent of the   
country’s installed power capacity and around 10.7    

percent of the electrical energy generation for year 
2020-21.

6.  SERVICES

 ¾ GVA of services crossed pre-pandemic level in                    
July-September quarter of 2021-22; however, GVA of 
contact intensive sectors like trade, transport, etc. still 
remain below pre-pandemic level.

 ¾ Overall service Sector GVA is expected to grow by 8.2 
percent in 2021-22.

 ¾ During the first half of 2021-22, service sector received 
over US$ 16.7 billion FDI – accounting for almost 54 
percent of total FDI inflows into India.

 ¾ IT-BPM services revenue reached US$ 194 billion 
in 2020-21, adding 1.38 lakh employees during the 
same period.

 ¾ Services exports surpassed pre-pandemic level in                    
January-March quarter of 2020-21 and grew by 21.6 
percent in the first half of 2021-22 - strengthened by 
global demand for software and IT services exports.

 ¾ India has become 3rd largest start-up ecosystem 
in the world after US and China. Number of new                    
recognized start-ups increased to over 14000 in 2021-22 
from 733 in 2016-17.

 ¾ 44 Indian start-ups have achieved unicorn status in 
2021 taking overall tally of unicorns to 83, most of 
which are in services sector.

7.  SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND                      
EMPLOYMENT

 ¾ 157.94 crore doses of COVID-19 vaccines administered 
as on 16th January 2022; 91.39 crore first dose and 
66.05 crore second dose.

 ¾ With revival of economy, employment indicators 
bounced back to pre-pandemic levels during last quarter 
of 2020-21.

 ¾ As per the quarterly Periodic Labour Force                         
Survey (PFLS) data up to March 2021, employment 
in urban sector affected by pandemic has recovered 
almost to the pre-pandemic level.

 ¾ According to Employees Provident Fund Organisation 
(EPFO) data, formalization of jobs continued during 
second COVID wave; adverse impact of COVID on 
formalization of jobs much lower than during the first 
COVID wave.

 ¾ Expenditure on social services (health, education and 
others) by Centre and States as a proportion of GDP 
increased from 6.2 % in 2014-15 to 8.6% in 2021-22 
(BE)
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As per the National Family Health Survey-5

 ¾ Total Fertility Rate (TFR) came down to 2 in 2019-21 
from 2.2 in 2015-16

 ¾ Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), under-five mortality rate 
and institutional births have improved in 2019-21 over 
year 2015-16

 ¾ Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), 83 districts have 
become ‘HarGhar Jal’ districts.

 ¾ Increased allotment of funds to Mahatma Gandhi                  
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme                                                                          
(MNREGS) to provide buffer for unorganized labour in 
rural areas during the pandemic.

Trends in Social Sector Expenditure 

 ¾ Social services accounted for about 25 percent of the 
total Government expenditure (Centre and States 
taken together) during the last five years.

 ¾ As a percentage of GDP, expenditure on social                          
services (health, education and others) increased from 
6.2% in 2014-15 to 8.6% in 2021-22 (BE) by Centre 
and States.

Education

 ¾ Expenditure on education sector increased by nearly 20 
percent in 2020-21 (presently, 3.1 % of GDP).

 ¾ Higher Education Gross enrolment ratio in higher                   
education slightly improved from nearly 26% in                                                                         
2018-19 to 27% in 2019-20.

Skill Development 

As per Periodic Labor Force Survey (PLFS) 2019-20                    
formal vocational / technical training among youth (age  
15-29 years) and working population (age 15-59 years) 
have improved from 2.4% in 2018-19 to 3.2% in 2019- 20.

Status of Labour Reforms 

 ¾ 29 Central Labour laws were amalgamated, rationalized 
and simplified into four labour codes: 

 � Code on Wages, 2019 

 � Industrial Relations Code, 2020 

 � Code on Social Security, 2020 

 ¾ Occupational Safety, Health & Working Conditions 
Code, 2020.

 ¾ The new laws were in tune with the changing                       
labour market trends and accommodating the min-
imum wage requirement and welfare needs of the                        
unorganized sector workers, including the self-em-
ployed and migrant workers, within the framework of 
legislation.

Health

 ¾ Expenditure on health sector (worst hit sectors during 
COVID) increased by nearly 73 percent in 2020- 21

 ¾ As a percentage of GDP, expenditure increased from 
1.3% in 2019-20 to 2.1% in 2020-21. (Target as per 
National Health Policy, 2017- 2.5 percent of GDP by 
2025).

 The Union Budget seeks to complement macro                          
economic level growth with a focus on micro                                                                            
economic level all-inclusive welfare. The Union                   
Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs, Smt                                                                         
Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the Union Budget 2022-23 
in Parliament.

The key highlights of the budget are as follows:

PART A

 ¾ India’s economic growth estimated at 9.2% to be the 
highest among all large economies.

 ¾ 60 lakh new jobs to be created under the productivity 
linked incentive scheme in 14 sectors.

 ¾ PLI Schemes have the potential to create an                
additional production of Rs 30 lakh crore.

 ¾ Entering AmritKaal, the 25 year long lead up to India 
@100, the budget provides impetus for growth along 
four priorities:

1.   PM GATISHAKTI

 ¾ The seven engines that drive PM GatiShakti are Roads, 
Railways, Airports, Ports, Mass Transport, Waterways 
and Logistics Infrastructure.

PM GatiShkati National Master Plan

 ¾ The scope of PM GatiShakti National Master Plan 
will encompass the seven engines for economic                               
transformation, seamless multimodal connectivity and 
logistics efficiency.

 ¾ The projects pertaining to these 7 engines in the                    
National Infrastructure Pipeline will be aligned with PM 
GatiShakti framework.

Road Transport

 ¾ National Highways Network to be expanded by 25000 
Km in 2022-23.

 ¾ Rs 20000 Crore to be mobilized for National Highways 
Network expansion.

Multimodal Logistics Parks

 ¾ Contracts to be awarded through PPP mode in 2022-
23 for implementation of Multimodal Logistics Parks at 
four locations.
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Railways

 ¾ One Station One Product concept to help local                   
businesses & supply chains.

 ¾ 2000 Km of railway network to be brought under                  
Kavach, the indigenous world class technology and                     
capacity augmentation in 2022-23.

 ¾ 400 new generation Vande Bharat Trains to be                          
manufactured during the next three years.

 ¾ 100 PM GatiShakti Cargo terminals for multimodal 
logistics to be developed during the next three years.

Parvatmala

 ¾ National Ropeways Development Program, Parvatmala 
to be taken up on PPP mode.

 Contracts to be awarded in 2022-23 for 8 ropeway                 
projects of 60 Km length.

2.   INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

Agriculture

 ¾ Rs. 2.37 lakh crore direct payment to 1.63 crore                   
farmers for procurement of wheat and paddy.

 Chemical free Natural farming to be promoted                     
throughout the county. Initial focus is on farmer’s lands 
in 5 Km wide corridors along river Ganga.

 ¾ NABARD to facilitate fund with blended capital to                
finance startups for agriculture & rural enterprise.

 ¾ ‘Kisan Drones’ for crop assessment, digitization of land 
records, spraying of insecticides and nutrients.

Ken Betwa project

 ¾ 1400 crore outlay for implementation of the Ken –                
Betwa link project.

 ¾ 9.08 lakh hectares of farmers’ lands to receive irrigation 
benefits by Ken-Betwa link project.

MSME

 ¾ Udyam, e-shram, NCS and ASEEM portals to be                  
interlinked.

 130 lakh MSMEs provided additional credit under 
Emergency Credit Linked Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 
ECLGS to be extended up to March 2023.

 ¾ Guarantee cover under ECLGS to be expanded by Rs 
50000 Crore to total cover of Rs 5 Lakh Crore.

 ¾ Rs 2 lakh Crore additional credit for Micro and Small 
Enterprises to be facilitated under the Credit Guarantee 
Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE).

 ¾ Raising and Accelerating MSME performance (RAMP) 
programme with outlay of Rs 6000 Crore to be rolled 
out.

Skill Development

 ¾ Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livelihood (DESH-
Stack e-portal) will be launched to empower citizens to 
skill, reskill or upskill through on-line training.

 ¾ Startups will be promoted to facilitate ‘Drone Shakti’ 
and for Drone-As-A-Service (DrAAS).

Education

 ¾ ‘One Class-One TV channel’ programme of PM                      
e VIDYA to be expanded to 200 TV channels.

 ¾ Virtual labs and skilling e-labs to be set up to 
promote critical thinking skills and simulated learning 
environment.

 ¾ High-quality e-content will be developed for delivery 
through Digital Teachers.

 ¾ Digital University for world-class quality universal ed-
ucation with personalized learning experience to be es-
tablished.

Health

 ¾ An open platform for National Digital Health                        
Ecosystem to be rolled out.

 ¾ ‘National Tele Mental Health Programme’ for                          
quality mental health counselling and care services to 
be launched.

 ¾ A network of 23 tele-mental health centers of                       
excellence will be set up, with NIMHANS being 
the nodal centre and International Institute of In-
formation Technology-Bangalore (IIITB) providing                   
technology support.

SakshamAnganwadi

 ¾ Integrated benefits to women and children through               
Mission Shakti, Mission Vatsalya, SakshamAnganwadi 
and Poshan 2.0.

 Two lakh anganwadis to be upgraded to Saksham               
Anganwadis.

Har Ghar, Nal Se Jal

 ¾ Rs. 60,000 crore allocated to cover 3.8 crore                         
households in 2022-23 under HarGhar, Nal se Jal.

Housing for All

 ¾ Rs. 48,000 crore allocated for completion of 80 lakh 
houses in 2022-23 under PM AwasYojana.

 ¾ Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North-East 
Region (PM-DevINE)

 ¾ New scheme PM-DevINE launched to fund                                            
infrastructure and social development projects in the 
North-East.
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 ¾ An initial allocation of Rs. 1,500 crore made to                                
enable livelihood activities for youth and women under 
the scheme.

Vibrant Villages Programme

 ¾ Vibrant Villages Programme for development of Border 
villages with sparse population, limited connectivity and 
infrastructure on the northern border.

Banking

 ¾ 100 per cent of 1.5 lakh post offices to come on the core 
banking system.

 ¾ Scheduled Commercial Banks to set up 75 Digital                          
Banking Units (DBUs) in 75 districts.

e-Passport

 ¾ e-Passports with embedded chip and futuristic                          
technology to be rolled out.

Urban Planning

 ¾ Modernization of building byelaws, Town Planning 
Schemes (TPS), and Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) will be implemented.

 ¾ Battery swapping policy to be brought out for setting up 
charging stations at scale in urban areas.

Land Records Management

 ¾ Unique Land Parcel Identification Number for IT-based 
management of land records.

Accelerated Corporate Exit

 ¾ Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit 
(C-PACE) to be established for speedy winding-up of 
companies.

AVGC Promotion Task Force

 ¾ An animation, visual effects, gaming, and comic 
(AVGC) promotion task force to be set-up to realize the 
potential of this sector.

Telecom Sector

 ¾ Scheme for design-led manufacturing to be launched 
to build a strong ecosystem for 5G as part of the                        
Production Linked Incentive Scheme.

Export Promotion
 ¾ Special Economic Zones Act to be replaced with a 

new legislation to enable States to become partners in                 
‘Development of Enterprise and Service Hubs’.

3.   AtmaNirbhartain Defence

 ¾ 68% of capital procurement budget earmarked for                    
domestic industry in 2022-23, up from 58% in 2021-22.

 ¾ Defence R&D to be opened up for industry, start-
ups and academia with 25% of defence R&D budget                         
earmarked.

 ¾ Independent nodal umbrella body to be set up for               
meeting testing and certification requirements.

Sunrise Opportunities

 ¾ Government contribution to be provided for R&D 
in Sunrise Opportunities like Artificial Intelligence,                 
Geospatial Systems and Drones, Semiconductor 
and its eco-system, Space Economy, Genomics and                            
Pharmaceuticals, Green Energy, and Clean Mobility 
Systems.

4.    ENERGY TRANSITION AND CLIMATE 
ACTION

 ¾ Additional allocation of Rs. 19,500 crores for                          
Production Linked Incentive for manufacture of high 
efficiency solar modules to meet the goal of 280 GW 
of installed solar power by 2030.

 ¾ Five to seven per cent biomass pellets to be co-fired 
in thermal power plants: CO2 savings of 38 MMT                     
annually, Extra income to farmers and job                                                                             
opportunities to locals, Help avoid stubble burning in 
agriculture fields.

 ¾ Four pilot projects to be set up for coal gasification and 
conversion of coal into chemicals for the industry

 ¾ Financial support to farmers belonging to Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, who want to take up 
agro-forestry.

4.  PUBLIC CAPITAL INVESTMENT

 ¾ Public investment to continue to pump-prime private 
investment and demand in 2022-23.

 ¾ Outlay for capital expenditure stepped up sharply by 
35.4% to Rs. 7.50 lakh crore in 2022-23 from Rs. 5.54 
lakh crore in the current year.

 ¾ Outlay in 2022-23 to be 2.9% of GDP.

 ¾ ‘Effective Capital Expenditure’ of Central                            
Government estimated at Rs. 10.68 lakh crore in 
2022-23, which is about 4.1% of GDP.

GIFT-IFSC

 ¾ World-class foreign universities and institutions to be 
allowed in the GIFT City.

 ¾ An International Arbitration Centre to be set up for 
timely settlement of disputes under international                              
jurisprudence.
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Mobilising Resources

 ¾ Data Centres and Energy Storage Systems to be given 
infrastructure status.

 ¾ Venture Capital and Private Equity invested more than 
Rs. 5.5 lakh crore last year facilitating one of the largest 
start-up and growth ecosystem. Measures to be taken to 
help scale up this investment.

 ¾ Blended funds to be promoted for sunrise sectors.

 ¾ Sovereign Green Bonds to be issued for mobilizing                 
resources for green infrastructure.

Digital Rupee

 ¾ Introduction of Digital Rupee by the Reserve Bank of 
India starting 2022-23.

Providing Greater Fiscal Space to States

 ¾ Enhanced outlay for ‘Scheme for Financial Assistance 
to States for Capital Investment’: From Rs. 10,000 
crores in Budget Estimates to Rs. 15,000 crores in                        
Revised Estimates for current year

 ¾ Allocation of Rs. 1 lakh crore in 2022-23 to assist the 
states in catalyzing overall investments in the economy: 
fifty-year interest free loans, over and above normal 
borrowings

 ¾ In 2022-23, States will be allowed a fiscal deficit of 4% 
of GSDP, of which 0.5% will be tied to power sector 
reforms

Fiscal Management

 ¾ Budget Estimates 2021-22: Rs. 34.83 lakh crore

 ¾ Revised Estimates 2021-22: Rs. 37.70 lakh crore

 ¾ Total expenditure in 2022-23 estimated at Rs. 39.45 
lakh crore

 ¾ Total receipts other than borrowings in 2022-23                 
estimated at Rs. 22.84 lakh crore

 ¾ Fiscal deficit in current year: 6.9% of GDP (against 
6.8% in Budget Estimates)

 ¾ Fiscal deficit in 2022-23 estimated at 6.4% of GDP

PART B

1.  DIRECT TAXES

 ¾ To take forward the policy of stable and predictable tax 
regime:

 ¾ Vision to establish a trustworthy tax regime.

 ¾ To further simplify tax system and reduce litigation.

 ¾ Introducing new ‘Updated return’- Provision to file an 
Updated Return on payment of additional tax.

 ¾ Will enable the assesse to declare income missed out 
earlier.

 ¾ Can be filed within two years from the end of the                   
relevant assessment year.

2.  Cooperative societies

 ¾ Alternate Minimum Tax paid by cooperatives brought 
down from 18.5 per cent to 15 per cent.

 ¾ To provide a level playing field between cooperative 
societies and companies.

 ¾ Surcharge on cooperative societies reduced from 12 per 
cent to 7 per cent for those having total income of more 
than Rs 1 crore and up to Rs 10 crores.

Tax relief to persons with disability

 ¾ Payment of annuity and lump sum amount from                            
insurance scheme to be allowed to differently abled                                    
dependent during the lifetime of parents/guardians, i.e., 
on parents/ guardian attaining the age of 60 years.

 ¾ Parity in National Pension Scheme Contribution

 ¾ Tax deduction limit increased from 10 per cent to 14 per 
cent on employer’s contribution to the NPS account of 
State Government employees.

 ¾ Brings them at par with central government employees.

Incentives for Start-ups

 ¾ Period of incorporation extended by one year, up to 
31.03.2023 for eligible start-ups to avail tax benefit.

 Previously the period of incorporation valid up to 
31.03.2022.

 Incentives under concessional tax regime

 ¾ Last date for commencement of manufacturing or                  
production under section 115BAB extended by one year 
i.e. from 31st March, 2023 to 31st March, 2024.

Scheme for taxation of virtual digital assets

 ¾ Specific tax regime for virtual digital assets introduced.

 Any income from transfer of any virtual digital asset to 
be taxed at the rate of 30 per cent.

 No deduction in respect of any expenditure or allowance 
to be allowed while computing such income except cost 
of acquisition.

 ¾ Loss from transfer of virtual digital asset cannot be set 
off against any other income.

 To capture the transaction details, TDS to be                                
provided on payment made in relation to transfer of    
virtual digital asset at the rate of 1 per cent of such 
consideration above a monetary threshold.

 ¾ Gift of virtual digital asset also to be taxed in the hands 
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of the recipient.

Litigation Management

 ¾ In cases where question of law is identical to the one 
pending in High Court or Supreme Court, the filing 
of appeal by the department shall be deferred till such 
question of law is decided by the court.

 ¾ To greatly help in reducing repeated litigation between 
taxpayers and the department.

Tax incentives to IFSC

 ¾ Subject to specified conditions, the following to be             
exempt from tax

 ¾ Income of a non-resident from offshore derivative                 
instruments.

 ¾ Income from over the counter derivatives issued by an 
offshore banking unit.

 ¾ ncome from royalty and interest on account of lease of 
ship.

 ¾ ncome received from portfolio management services in 
IFSC.

Rationalization of Surcharge

 ¾ Surcharge on AOPs (consortium formed to execute a 
contract) capped at 15 per cent.

 ¾ Done to reduce the disparity in surcharge between                
individual companies and AOPs.

 ¾ Surcharge on long term capital gains arising on 
transfer of any type of assets capped at 15 per cent.

 ¾ To give a boost to the startup community.

Health and Education Cess

 ¾ Any surcharge or cess on income and profits not                        
allowable as business expenditure.

 Deterrence against tax-evasion

 ¾ No set off, of any loss to be allowed against undisclosed 
income detected during search and survey operations.

Rationalizing TDS Provisions

 ¾ Benefits passed on to agents as business promotion     
strategy taxable in hands of agents.

 ¾ Tax deduction provided to person giving benefits, if 
the aggregate value of such benefits exceeds Rs 20,000 
during the financial year.

2. INDIRECT TAXES

Remarkable progress in GST 

 ¾ GST revenues are buoyant despite the pandemic-                  
Taxpayers deserve applause for this growth.

Special Economic Zones

 ¾ Customs Administration of SEZs to be fully IT driven 
and function on the Customs National Portal – shall be 
implemented by 30th September 2022.

Customs Reforms and duty rate changes

 ¾ Faceless Customs has been fully established. During 
Covid-19 pandemic, Customs formations have done 
exceptional frontline work against all odds displaying 
agility and purpose.

Project imports and capital goods

 ¾ Gradually phasing out of the concessional rates in                    
capital goods and project imports; and applying a 
moderate tariff of 7.5 percent   – conducive to the 
growth of domestic sector and ‘Make in India’.

 ¾ Certain exemptions for advanced machineries that are 
not manufactured within the country shall continue.

 ¾ A few exemptions introduced on inputs, like                             
specialised castings, ball screw and linear motion guide  
to encourage domestic manufacturing of capital goods.

Review of customs exemptions and tariff simplification

 ¾ More than 350 exemption entries proposed to be 
gradually phased out, like exemption on certain                          
agricultural produce, chemicals, fabrics, medical                                                  
devices, & drugs and medicines for which sufficient 
domestic capacity exists.

 ¾ Simplifying the Customs rate and tariff structure                   
particularly for sectors like chemicals, textiles and                 
metals and minimise disputes; Removal of exemption 
on items which are or can be manufactured in India 
and providing concessional duties on raw material 
that go into manufacturing of intermediate products 
– in line with the objective of ‘Make in India’ and 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’.

3. SECTOR SPECIFIC PROPOSALS

Electronics

 ¾ Customs duty rates to be calibrated to provide a graded 
rate structure - to facilitate domestic manufacturing of 
wearable devices, hearable devices and electronic smart 
meters.

 ¾ Duty concessions to parts of transformer of mobile 
phone chargers and camera lens of mobile camera 
module and certain other items – To enable domestic 
manufacturing of high growth electronic items.
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Gems and Jewellery

 ¾ Customs duty on cut and polished diamonds and 
gemstones being reduced to 5 per cent; Nil customs 
duty to simply sawn diamond - To give a boost to the 
Gems and Jewellery sector.

 ¾ A simplified regulatory framework to be implemented 
by June this year - To facilitate export of jewellery 
through e-commerce.

 ¾ Customs duty of at least Rs 400 per Kg to be paid on 
imitation jewellery import - To disincentivise import of 
undervalued imitation jewellery.

Chemicals

 ¾ Customs duty on certain critical chemicals                                   
namely     methanol, acetic acid and heavy feed stocks 
for petroleum refining being reduced; Duty is being 
raised on sodium cyanide for which adequate domestic 
capacity exists – This will help in enhancing domestic 
value addition.

MSME

 ¾ Customs duty on umbrellas being raised to 20                    
per cent.

 ¾ Exemption to parts of umbrellas being withdrawn.

 ¾ Exemption being rationalised on implements and tools 
for agri-sector which are manufactured in India

 ¾ Customs duty exemption given to steel scrap last year 
extended for another year to provide relief to MSME 

Secondary steel producers

 ¾ Certain Anti- dumping and CVD on stainless steel 
and coated steel flat products, bars of alloy steel and                
high-speed steel are being revoked – to tackle prevailing 
high prices of metal in larger public interest.

Exports

 ¾ To incentivise exports, exemptions being provided 
on items such as embellishment, trimming, fasteners,               
buttons, zipper, lining material, specified leather,                    
furniture fittings and packaging boxes.

 ¾ Duty being reduced on certain inputs required for 
shrimp aquaculture - to promote its exports.

Tariff measure to encourage blending of fuel

 ¾ Unblended fuel to attract an additional differential 
excise duty of Rs 2/ litre from the 1st of October 
2022 - to encourage blending of fuel.

India and World

1. Cooperation for a Resilient Future” seminar

Why in News?

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs and 
Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) Governor for India                           
Nirmala Sitharaman participated in the Governor’s Seminar 
on                “Cooperation for a Resilient Future”, held 
as part of ADB’s annual meeting 2021

About Asian Development Bank:

 ¾ It was conceived in the early 1960s when a resolution 
was passed at the first Ministerial Conference on Asian 
Economic Cooperation held by the United Nations                                                                               
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East in 
1963.

 ¾ The institution was opened in 1966 at Manila,                         
Philippines with 31 initial members.

 ¾ Headquarters: Manila, Philippines 

 ¾ Members: It has 67 members—of which 48 are from 
within Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside.

 ¾ India is one of the founding members. 

 ¾ Objective: A financial institution that would be Asian in 
character and foster economic growth and cooperation 
in one of the poorest regions in the world. 

 ¾ ADB provides loans, technical assistance and grants.

 ¾ Working: The ADB was modelled closely on the World 
Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where 
votes are distributed in proportion with members’                  
capital subscriptions. 

 ¾ As of 31 December 2016, Japan and USA hold the 
largest proportion of shares (15.607%), China holds 
6.444%, India holds 6.331%, and Austr ralia holds 
5.786% 

 ¾ ADB is an official United Nations Observer.

2.  47th G7 Summit

In news:

 ¾ India has been invited to the G7 meeting as a guest 
country.

 ¾ Apart from India, Australia and South Korea were 
also invited to participate in the proceedings of the 
summit as “guest countries”.

 ¾ This year’s summit was hosted by the UK. The last 
G-7 summit was in France in 2019, with last year’s 
event in the US canceled due to the pandemic.
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About the G-7 or ‘Group of Seven’ 

 ¾ Formed in: 1975 

 ¾ Countries: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
UK, and USA. 

 ¾ Meetings are presided over by leaders of member 
countries on a rotational basis. 

 ¾ The decisions taken during summit are non-binding.

3.  Intellectual property waiver for Covid-19              
vaccines

Why in news?

 ¾ Recently, U.S. government has said that it will                     
support for the waiving Intellectual Property (IP) 
protection for Covid-19 vaccines.

What are patents and IP rights? 

 ¾ A patent represents a powerful intellectual                                    
property right, and is an exclusive monopoly granted by 
a  government to an inventor for a limited, pre-specified 
time. 

 ¾ It provides an enforceable legal right to prevent others 
from copying the invention. 

 ¾ Patents can be either process patents or product patents. 

 ¾ A product patent ensures that the rights to the final 
product is protected, and anyone other than the patent 
holder can be restrained from manufacturing it during 
a specified period, even if they were to use a different 
process. 

 ¾ A process patent enables any person other than the                   
patent holder to manufacture the patented product 
by modifying certain processes in the manufacturing                   
exercise. 

 ¾ India moved from product patenting to process                           
patenting in the 1970s, which enabled India to become 
a significant producer of generic drugs at global scale, 
and allowed companies like Cipla to provide Africa with 
anti-HIV drugs in the 1990s. 

 ¾ But due to obligations arising out of the TRIPS                    
Agreement, India had to amend the Patents Act in 
2005, and switch to a product patents regime across the 
pharma, chemicals, and biotech sectors.

TRIPS Agreement:

 ¾ The TRIPS Agreement has been in force since 1995 
and is to date the most comprehensive multilateral 
agreement on intellectual property.

 ¾ The TRIPS Agreement introduced global                              
minimum standards for protecting and enforcing 
nearly all forms of intellectual property rights 
(IPR), including those for patents.

 ¾ International conventions prior to TRIPS did not 
specify minimum standards for patents. At the 
time that negotiations began, over 40 countries 
in the world did not grant patent protection for                                            
pharmaceutical products.

 ¾ The TRIPS Agreement now requires all WTO                    
members, with few exceptions, to adapt their laws to 
the minimum standards of IPR protection.

 ¾ In addition, the TRIPS Agreement also                                                 
introduced detailed obligations for the enforcement 
of intellectual property rights.

What does IP waiver for Covid-19 vaccines mean?

 ¾ It will result in the production of Covid vaccines with 
emergency use authorisations (EUA) on a larger scale 
in middle-income countries.

 ¾ Currently most of the production is concentrated in 
high-income countries and production in the middle              
income countries   happens through licensing or                                                                      
technology transfer agreements.

 ¾ But the pharmaceutical companies say that ramping up 
the production capacities and it will take at least a few 
months.

What are the deterrents for the waiver? 

 ¾ Undermine R&D Investment: Pharma compa-
nies                including Pfizer and AstraZeneca have 
opposed the  proposed waiver — saying eliminating IP 
protections would undermine the global response to the                          
pandemic, including the ongoing R&D efforts to tackle 
new variants. 

 ¾ Doubts on Safety from new facilities: Pharma                   
Companies also argued that waiving IPR & opening 
production facilities in developing countries could also 
undermine public confidence in vaccine safety and                 
create a barrier to information sharing. 

Apart from patents, what are the other roadblocks to               
scaling up production? 

 ¾ Trade barriers: Countries like the US had blocked               
exports of critical raw materials used in the production 
of some Covid-19 vaccines using regulations like the 
American Defence Production Act. 

 ¾ Bottlenecks in supply chains 

 ¾ Scarcity of raw materials and ingredients in the supply 
chain
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 ¾ Unwillingness of rich countries to share doses with 
poorer nations.

4.  Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3)

Why in news?

 ¾ Recently India is participating in the 3rd Arctic Science 
Ministerial (ASM3).

 ¾ It is the global platform for discussing research and                 
cooperation in the Arctic region. It is the first                                                                            
Ministerial meeting being held in Asia.

About ASM3:

 ¾ The first two meetings—ASM1 and ASM2—were held 
in the USA in 2016 and Germany in 2018, respectively. 

 ¾ ASM3 is jointly organised by: Iceland and Japan. 

 ¾ The meeting is designed to provide opportuni-
ties to  various stakeholders to enhance collective                                           
understanding of the Arctic region, emphasize and                   
engage in constant monitoring, and strengthen                                                                       
observations. 

 ¾ Theme: ‘Knowledge for a Sustainable Arctic’. 

India and Arctic 

 ¾ India’s engagement with the Arctic began in 1920 with 
the signing of the Svalbard Treaty in Paris. 

 ¾ Since July 2008, India has a permanent research                   
station in the Arctic called Himadari at Ny Alesund,                     
Svalbard Area in Norway. 

 ¾ The launch of NISAR (NASA-ISRO Synthetic                         
Aperture Radar) satellite mission by India, in                                                                           
collaboration with the USA, is underway. 

 ¾ India also contributes to the Sustained Arctic                            
Observational Network (SAON). 

 ¾ The research in the Arctic region from India is                         
coordinated, conducted, and promoted by the                                                                             
National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research 
(NCPOR), Goa, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences

5.  WHO reform need of the hour?

Why in news?

 ¾ Recently, a report released by an independent panel                
co-chaired by former New Zealand PM Helen Clark 
linked the severity of the global outbreak to deficiencies 
across governments, the WHO and other multilateral 
organisations.

Issues raised by the Panel

 ¾ Late warning: In the first weeks of the pandemic, the 

WHO could have warned countries to assume that the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus was spreading among people, as a 
precaution 

 ¾ Late Declaration of Pandemic: WHO also could have 
declared the outbreak in Wuhan, China, a public health 
emergency of international concern — the highest level 
of global alert — earlier by at least January 22, 2020.

 ¾ Weak Body: The WHO should have the power to                   
investigate outbreaks speedily, with guaranteed rights 
of access and with the ability to publish information 
without waiting for a member state’s approval (China) 

 ¾ A month of lost opportunity: Most countries failed to 
heed the warning, choosing to “wait and see,” rather 
than take firmer measures that could have contained 
the virus.

 Covid-19 is the 21st century’s Chernobyl moment 
- not because a disease outbreak is like a nuclear                                  
accident, but because it has shown so clearly the gravity 
of the threat to our health and well-being.

6.  Bangladesh Sri Lanka currency swap                   
Agreement

Why in news?

 ¾ Recently Bangladesh’s central bank has approved a 
$200 million currency swap facility to Sri Lanka. It 
will help Sri Lanka in its foreign exchange crisis.  

About:

 ¾ A currency swap is effectively a loan that Bangladesh 
will give to Sri Lanka in dollars, with an agreement 
that the debt will be repaid with interest in Sri Lankan 
rupees. 

 ¾ This may be the first time that Bangladesh is                           
extending a helping hand to another country. 

 ¾ It is also the first time that Sri Lanka is borrowing from 
a SAARC country other than India. 

Why Sri Lanka didn’t approach India 

 ¾ India-Sri Lanka relations have been tense over Sri               
Lanka’s decision to cancel a valued container terminal 
project at Colombo Port. 

 ¾ Last July, RBI had extended a $400 million credit swap 
facility to Sri Lanka, which was settled in February. 

 ¾ The arrangement was not extended. 

 ¾ RBI has a framework under which it can offer credit 
swap facilities to SAARC countries within an overall 
corpus of $2 billion. 

 ¾ The SAARC currency swap facility came into                         
operation in November 2012.
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7.  INTERPOL launches “I-Familia” to identify 
missing persons

Why in news?

 ¾ Recently, the Interpol has launched a new global                   
database named “I-Familia” to identify missing persons 
through family DNA and help the police solve cold 
cases in member countries

About I-Familia:

 ¾ I-Familia is a global database launched to identify 
missing persons through family DNA. It will help the 
police to solve cases in member countries.

 ¾ Interpol applies cutting-edge scientific research and 
uses the DNA of relatives to identify missing persons or 
unidentified human remains around the world.

 ¾ DNA kinship matching is used mostly in cases where 
a direct sample of the missing person is not available.

Components: I-Familia has three components:

 ¾ Dedicated global database to host the DNA profiles 
provided by relatives. It is held separately from any 
criminal data;

 ¾ DNA matching software called Bonaparte developed 
by Dutch company Smart Research; and

 ¾ Interpretation guidelines developed by Interpol.

About INTERPOL:

 ¾ Interpol is an intergovernmental organization                
headquartered in Lyon, France that helps                                                                                
coordinate the police force of 194 member                           
countries.  Each of the member countries hosts 
an  Interpol National Central Bureau (NCB) which                    
connectstheir national law enforcement with other 
countries and with the General Secretariat. 

 ¾  The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is               
designated as the National Central Bureau of India.

 ¾ Interpol Notices are international requests for                                         
cooperation or alerts allowing police in member                                              
countries to share critical crime-related information.

8.  42nd Session of FAO Conference

Why in news?

Recently, the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare addressed the 42nd session of Food and Agriculture 
Organization’s (FAO) Conference. 

 ¾ The Conference takes place every two years. 

 ¾ India is a founder member of the FAO

Key Highlights from the address:

 ¾ The Country Program Framework prepared by FAO 
India in collaboration with Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, Government of India has multi                
sectoral approach. 

Organic Farming

 ¾ According to FSSAI,’organic farming’ is a system of 
farm design and management to create an ecosystem 
of agriculture production without the use of synthet-
ic external inputs such as chemical fertilisers, pesti-
cides and synthetic hormones or genetically modified                 
organisms.

 ¾ Organic farm produce means the produce obtained 
from organic agriculture, while organic food means 
food products that have been produced in accordance 
with specified standards for organic production.

India has been extending technical expertise and assistance 
in incidences of trans-boundary pests mainly Fall Army 
Worm and Desert Locust.

 ¾ FAO also endorsed the Indian proposal for an                             
International Year of Pulses (2016) and International 
Year of Millets (2023).

 ¾ India has launched various projects under the National 
Mission on Sustainable Agriculture to make agriculture 
resilient to adverse impacts of climate change.

 ¾ India is promoting Organic farming at a large scale

India’s Initiatives during COVID-19 

 ¾ Indian Agriculture sector registered an all time high 
production of 305 million tons of food grains during 
COVID-19.  

 ¾ KISAN RAIL: Special parcel trains with                                        
refrigeration facilities were introduced to transport the 
essential  commodities 

 ¾ Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package was launched 
under which free food grains were provided to 810              
million beneficiaries and the scheme has been further 
extended till November. 

 ¾ PM Kisan Scheme: More than Rupees 1,37,000 Crore 
have been sent to the bank accounts of over 100 million 
farmers.

9.  60th anniversary of Antarctic Treaty

Why in news?

On 23 June, the 1959 Antarctic Treaty has celebrated its 60th 
anniversary.
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About Antarctic Treaty

 ¾ The Antarctic Treaty and related agreements are                          
collectively known as the Antarctic Treaty System 
(ATS).

 ¾ It regulates international relations with respect to 
Antarctica, Earth’s only continent without a native                
human population.

 ¾ For the purposes of the treaty system, Antarctica is 
defined as all of the land and ice shelves south of 
60°S latitude.

 ¾ The treaty entered into force in 1961 and currently 
has 54 parties.

 ¾ The treaty sets aside Antarctica as a scientific preserve, 
establishes freedom of scientific investigation, and bans 
military activity on the continent.

 ¾ The treaty was the first arms control agreement                  
established during the Cold War.

 ¾ India is a signatory of this treaty since 1983.

 ¾ Headquarters: Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Significance of the Treaty

 ¾ It remains the only example of a single treaty that 
governs a whole continent.

 ¾ It is also the foundation of a rules-based international 
order for a continent without a permanent population.

India’s Antarctic Programme 

 ¾ It is a scientific research and exploration program                 
under the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean 
Research (NCPOR). 

 ¾ It started in 1981 when the first Indian expedition to 
Antarctica was made.

 ¾ Dakshin Gangotri: First Indian scientific research base 
station established in Antarctica

 ¾ Maitri: India’s second permanent research station in 
Antarctica. It is situated on the rocky mountainous                
region called Schirmacher Oasis. 

 ¾ India also built a freshwater lake around Maitri known 
as Lake Priyadarshini.

 ¾ Bharti: India’s latest research station operation since 
2012. It is India’s first committed research facility. 

 ¾ Sagar Nidhi: In 2008, India commissioned the Sagar 
Nidhi, for research. An ice-class vessel, it can cut 
through the thin ice of 40 cm depth and is the first                  
Indian vessel to navigate Antarctic waters.

10.  India extends $100 mn loan to Sri Lanka for 
Solar Energy Projects

Why in news?
Recently India and Sri Lanka signed an agreement for a 
$100-million loan from the Export Import Bank of India 
to support the island nation’s efforts to expand solar power 
coverage.

 ¾ The LOC is for a period of 20 years, with an interest 
of 1.75%

India’s Initiatives for Global Cooperation Solar Energy  
International Solar Alliance (ISA):

 ¾ Launched by the Indian Prime Minister and the 
French President in 2015 

 ¾ ISA’ vision: To enable One World, One Sun, One Grid 
(OSOWOG). 

 One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG):

 Focus: A framework for facilitating global cooperation, 
building a global ecosystem of interconnected renewa-
ble energy resources (mainly solar energy) that can be 
smoothly shared.

11.  LEAF Coalition

Why in news?

At the recently concluded Leaders’ Summit on Climate, the 
LEAF coalition came up with a $1 billion fund plan that shall 
be offered to countries committed to arrest the decline of their 
tropical forests by 2030.

About LEAF Coalition

 ¾ LEAF Coalition is a collective of the US, UK and Nor-
way governments.

 ¾ It is a public-private effort, thus supported by transna-
tional corporations (TNCs) like Unilever plc, Amazon, 
Nestle, Airbnb etc.

 ¾ It came up with a $1 billion fund plan that shall be 
offered to countries committed to arresting the decline 
of their tropical forests by 2030.

REDD+
 ¾ REDD+ was created by the United Nations                     

Framework Convention on Climate Change                                         
(UNFCCC).

 ¾ It monetised the value of carbon locked up in the 
tropical forests of most developing countries,                              
thereby propelling these countries to help mitigate  
climate change.

 ¾ According to the UN-REDD programme,                              
after the energy sector, deforestation accounts for                     
massive carbon emissions close to 11 per cent in 
the atmosphere.
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The LEAF coalition initiative is a step towards                                               
concretizing the aims and objectives of the Reducing                                                           
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
(REDD+) mechanism.

Working mechanism of the LEAF:

 ¾ The LEAF Coalition can help reverse the trend by               
providing unprecedented financial support to tropical 
forest governments implementing forest protection,     
contributing to green and resilient growth through                                                          
sustainable investments.

 ¾ It empowers tropical and subtropical forest                              
countries to move more rapidly towards ending                 
deforestation while supporting them in achieving their                                           
Nationally   Determined Contributions (NDCs) under 
the Paris Agreement.

 ¾ Reductions in emissions are made across entire countries 
or large states and provinces (“jurisdictions”) through 
programs that involve all key stakeholders, including 
Indigenous peoples and local communities.

Significance:

 ¾ Financial impetus is crucial as it incentivizes                                       
developing countries to capture extensive deforest-
ation and provide livelihood opportunities to                                                                      
forest- dependent populations.

 ¾ The initiative comes at a crucial time when the                         
tropics have lost close to 12.2 million hectares (mha) of 
tree cover year last year according to global estimates                  
released by Global Forest Watch.

 ¾ Most of these lost forests were located in the developing 
countries of Latin America, Africa and South Asia.

 ¾ India’s estimated loss in 2020 stands at 20.8-kilo hec-
tares due to forest fires.

12.  Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS)

Why in news?

Recently, the 7th edition of IONS was hosted by the French 
Navy at Reunion Island.

About IONS:

 ¾ It was conceived by the Indian Navy in 2008.

 ¾ It act as a forum which seeks to enhance maritime 
co-operation among Navies of the littoral states of the 
Indian Ocean Region by providing an open and inclusive 
platform for discussions on regionally relevant maritime 
issues that would lead to common understanding on the 
way ahead.

 ¾ The inaugural edition of IONS was held in Feb 2008 

at New Delhi, with Indian Navy as the Chair for two 
years.

 ¾ The IONS Chair is presently held with France.

Significance:

It facilitates a greater degree of maritime cooperation and 
understanding between the IONS nations.

13.  Istanbul Convention on violence against                
women

Why in news?

 ¾ Turkey’s withdrawal from Istanbul Convention on 
Violence against Women has led to protests across 
the country.

 ¾ Turkey’s has taken this step despite the alarmingly 
high rates of violence and femicide in the country.

About the Istanbul Convention on violence against women:

 ¾ The Council of Europe established the Istanbul 
Convention, as a human rights treaty.

 ¾ It is the first legally-binding instrument which                       
“creates a comprehensive legal framework and                         
approach to  combat violence against women” and is 
focused on preventing domestic violence, protecting 
victims and prosecuting accused offenders.

Aim:
 ¾ To prevent and prosecute all forms of violence against 

women

 ¾ Promote gender equality and

 ¾ Ensure protection and rehabilitation of women who are 
victims of violence.

 ¾ The treaty was opened for ratification in May 2011. 
From the European Union, 34 countries signed this 
treaty.

 ¾ India is not a party of this convention.

 ¾ Turkey was the first country to ratify the Istanbul               
convention and incorporated it into its domestic law.

About Council of Europe:

 ¾ It is an international organisation. It aims to uphold 
human rights, democracy, and the rule of law in 
Europe.

 ¾ The council was founded in 1949. It has 47 member 
states. In that, 27 members are the members of the 
European Union(EU).

 ¾ Relation with EU: The organisation is distinct from 
the European Union (EU). Although it is sometimes 
confused with it.
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 ¾ Significance: No country has ever joined the EU 
without first belonging to the Council of Europe.

 ¾ The Council of Europe is the United Nations                    
Observer.

 ¾ Headquarters: Strasbourg, France.

14.  BHIM–UPI in Bhutan

Why in news?

Union Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs along with 
the Finance Minister of Bhutan jointly launched BHIM– UPI 
in Bhutan.

About Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM):

 ¾ BHIM is an Indian mobile payment App developed by 
the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), 
based on the Unified Payments Interface (UPI).

 ¾ Named after B. R. Ambedkar and launched on 30                                                                                        
December 2016 it is intended to facilitate e-                            
payments directly through banks and encourage cashless                                                                     
transactions.

 ¾ The application supports all Indian banks which use 
UPI, which is built over the Immediate Payment                         
Service (IMPS) infrastructure and allows the user to 
instantly transfer money between bank accounts of any 
two parties.

 ¾ It can be used on all mobile devices.

About UPI:

 ¾ Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant                     
real-time payment system developed by NPCI                 
facilitating inter-bank transactions.

 ¾ The interface is regulated by the Reserve Bank 
of India and works by instantly transferring funds                
between two bank accounts on a mobile platform.

15.  New QUAD

Why in news?

Recently, USA, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan have 
agreed in principle to establish a new quadrilateral diplomatic 
platform focused on enhancing regional connectivity.

Key Highlights:

 ¾ All parties agree that peace and regional connectivity 
are mutually reinforcing.

 ¾ The parties intend to cooperate to expand trade, 
build transit links, and strengthen business-to-                                     
business ties.

 ¾ Afghanistan’s strategic location has for a long time 
been touted as a competitive advantage for the country. 

 ¾ Located at the heart of the historic Silk Road,                
Afghanistan was long the crossroads of commerce                 
between Asian countries connecting them to Europe, 
and enhancing religious, cultural, and commercial               
contacts. 

 ¾ The formation of the new quad group is important 
amid China’s desire to extend its Belt Road Initiative 
(BRI) to Afghanistan.

16.  G7’s Build Back Better World (B3W)                            
Initiative

Why in news?

Recently, G7 countries launched the B3W initiative in the 
47th summit of G7 to counter the Belt and Road initiative 
of China.

About Build Back Better World (B3W) initiative

 ¾ It was launched by a group of seven countries (G7) in 
June 2021.

 ¾ Aim:  To address the infrastructure investment deficit 
in developing and lower income countries, the space 
which has been increasingly captured by China through 
its BRI projects. 

 ¾ The initiative also aims to catalyze funding for                       
quality infrastructure from the private sector and will 
encourage private-sector investments that support                  
climate, health and health security, digital technology, 
and gender equity and equality.

Blue Dot Network

 ¾ Led by the US’s International Development Finance 
Corporation (DFC), the Blue Dot network was           
jointly launched by the US, Japan (Japanese Bank for 
International Cooperation) and Australia (Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade) in November 2019 on 
the sidelines of the 35th ASEAN Summit in Thailand

 ¾ It is meant to be a multi-stakeholder initiative 
that aims to bring governments, the private sector 
and     civil society together to promote “high quality,                                                                            
trusted standards for global infrastructure develop-
ment”.

 ¾ On 25 February 2020, the Blue Dot Network is                 
incorporated in the India-U.S. Comprehensive 
Global Strategic Partnership Joint Statement.

Led by the United States, the G7 countries will work to                   
address the $40 trillion worth of infrastructure needed by 
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developing countries by 2035.

 ¾ The B3W efforts are in line with the standards and     
principles of the Blue Dot Network, relating to the         
environment and climate, labor and social safeguards, 
financing, construction, anti corruption, and other                    
areas.

 ¾ Through B3W, the G7 and other like-minded partners 
will coordinate in mobilizing private-sector capital in 
four areas of focus—climate, health and health security, 
digital technology, and gender equity and equality with 
catalytic investments from our respective development 
finance institutions.

 ¾ B3W will be global in scope, from Latin America and 
the Caribbean to Africa to the Indo-Pacific.

The guiding principles of B3W are:

 ¾ Values-Driven.

 ¾ Good Governance and Strong Standards.

 ¾ Climate-Friendly. 

 ¾ Strong Strategic Partnerships.

 ¾ Mobilize Private Capital Through Development                       
Finance.

 ¾ Enhancing the Impact of Multilateral Public Finance.

G7 countries

 ¾ It is an inter-governmental political forum. 

 ¾ Members of the G7 are – the United States, Canada, 
Britain, Germany, Italy, France and Japan. 

 ¾ Its members are the world’s advanced economies 
and wealthiest liberal democracies.

 ¾ The group is officially organized around shared                 
values of pluralism and representative government.

 ¾ It originated from an ad hoc gathering of finance     
ministers in 1973.

 ¾ The G7 is not based on a treaty and has no                               
permanent secretariat or office; its presidency rotates 
annually among the member states, with the presiding 
nation setting the group’s priorities, and hosting and                     
organizing its summit.

17.  Nord Stream 2 pipeline

Why in news?

The US, which had opposed Nord Stream-2 pipeline has now 
signalled its approval for the project by signing deal with 
Germany.

About Nord Stream 2 Pipeline:

 ¾ It is a system of offshore natural gas pipelines                     
running under the Baltic Sea from Russia to                   
Germany.

 ¾ It includes two active pipelines running from Vyborg 
to Lubmin near Greifswald forming the original Nord 
Stream, and two further pipelines under construction 
running from Ust-Luga to Lubmin termed Nord 
Stream 2.

 ¾ In Lubmin the lines connect to the OPAL line to                  
Olbernhau on the Czech border and to the NEL line 
to Rehden near Bremen.

 ¾ The first line Nord Stream-1 was laid and inaugurated 
in 2011 and the second line in 2012.

 ¾ At 1,222 km in length, Nord Stream is the longest               
sub-sea pipeline in the world, surpassing the Langeled 
pipeline.

The US-Germany deal 

 ¾ It lays out that if Russia attempts to use energy as a 
political weapon or commit further aggressive acts 
against Ukraine, then Germany will undertake actions, 
including sanctions, against Russia 

 ¾ The agreement also requires Germany to “utilise all 
available leverage” to extend by 10 years the current 
Russia-Ukraine gas transit agreement, which expires 
in 2024. 

 ¾ Germany should contribute at least $175 million to a 
new $1 billion “Green Fund for Ukraine” that aims at 
improving the country’s energy independence.

18.  Colombo Security Conclave

Why in news?

Recently, the Deputy National Security Advisor                                   
(Deputy-NSA) level talk also known as ‘Colombo Security 
Conclave’ was concluded between India, Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives.

Key highlights:

Intelligence sharing:

 ¾ This discussion furthered the idea of intelligence                
sharing discussed at NSA-level trilateral talks on                 
maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region.

 ¾ The NSA level trilateral talk happened 9 months ago.

 ¾ NSA level trilateral talk was revived after a gap of 6 
years (Possible reason behind such a long gap may be 
Chinese Influence).
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“4 pillars” of cooperation:

 ¾ All the three nations have agreed to work on “4                        
pillars” of Security cooperation including areas of                 
Marine security

 ¾ Human trafficking and Organised Crime, 

 ¾ Counter-terrorism and Radicalisation, and 

 ¾ Cybersecurity.

Joint Exercises and Training in areas of cooperation                     
mentioned above will also take place.

About Colombo Security Conclave

Established in 2011, CSC is geographically defined and              
focused on maritime security cooperation between India, Sri 
Lanka & Maldives. The CSC will have a Secretariat in 
Colombo.

 ¾ Aim: To “further promote” maritime security in 
the Indian Ocean Region.

Significance

 ¾ The current geostrategic dynamic that India shares 
with Sri Lanka and the Maldives is not very                                   
favourable to India.

 ¾ The initiative is grounded in military and                                
security collaboration with 2 Indian Neighbours i.e. 
Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

 ¾ Earlier this year, India aired security concerns over 
China being awarded development projects on an                 
island off Sri Lanka’s Northern Province. 

19.  Democracy summit

Why in news?

USA President Joe Biden will host a ‘Summit for                              
Democracy’, virtually, on December 9-10.

About:

 ¾ Over 100 countries had been invited, along with                
civil society actors, members of various parliaments 
and the private sector for U.S. President Joe Biden’s                  
Summit for Democracy.

 ¾ Even though US do not recognize Taiwan as an                 
independent country, it invited Taiwan. US take up 
Taiwan as a model democracy. However, U.S. did not 
invite China and Russia for this meeting.

 ¾ Turkey, a NATO ally of the United States was 
not included on the list as the President of Turkey,                       
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was dubbed an “autocrat” by 
US President.

 ¾ In the Middle East, only Israel and Iraq have been add-
ed to the list. Traditional Arab allies of the US name-
ly, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates, are all absent.

 ¾ On the African side, Kenya, Congo, South Africa, Ni-
geria and Niger are invited.

Purpose of the Summit
The main purpose of the summit is to:

 ¾ renew the spirit and shared purpose of the nations of 
the Free World,

 ¾ Bring together the world’s democracies to strengthen 
our democratic institutions,

 ¾ Honestly confront the challenge of nations that are 
backsliding, and

 ¾ Forge a common agenda to address threats to                    
democratic common values.

The Summit will prioritise results by galvanising significant 
new country commitments in three areas:

 ¾ fighting corruption

 ¾ defending against authoritarianism, including election 
security

 ¾ Advancing human rights in their own nations and 
abroad.

 ¾ It will also issue a Call to Action for the private sector, 
including technology corporations and social media gi-
ants, to make their own commitments, recognising their 
responsibilities and their overwhelming interest in pre-
serving open, democratic societies and protecting free 
speech.

 ¾ Leaders will be “encouraged” to announce “specif-
ic actions and commitments” to meaningful domestic 
reforms and international initiatives that advance the 
summit’s goals.

20.  UNITE Aware

Why in news?

External Affairs Minister has announced the rollout of a                  
situational awareness platform in partnership with the UN 
— ‘UNITE Aware’ — to help enhance the safety of UN 
peacekeepers. 

 ¾ This was announced during the recent United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) open debate on technology 
and peacekeeping.

About UNITE Aware programme-

 ¾ UNITE Aware is a situational awareness software   
programme that utilises modern surveillance technology 
for real time threat assessments to peacekeepers.
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 ¾ It also helps  to visualise and analyze the ground            
situation in a conflict zone on a real time basis.

 ¾ This project aims to demonstrate the impact of modern 
surveillance technology on the detection of asymmetric 
threats. 

 ¾ The aim is to improve camp security for UN                   
peacekeepers, the overall security situation, and quality 
of situational awareness. 

 ¾ The platform records data on critical incidents and 
events and tracks daily operational activities. 

 ¾ It also provides access to live video and satellite                      
imagery and early warnings in a volatile environment.

 ¾ India has partnered with the UN to roll out the UNITE 
Aware platform initially in four UN Peacekeeping              
Missions: 

1. MINUSMA (Mali).

2. UNMISS (South Sudan).

3. UNFICYP (Cyprus) and

4. AMISOM (Somalia).

 ¾ India has contributed USD 1.64 million to this                   
project.

 ¾ India has developed this platform in partnership with the 
UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations and the 
Department of Operational Support.

21.  ILO Social protection report

Why in news?

In a report on the state of social protection globally, the UN’s 
International Labour Organization said that 4.1 billion people 
were living without any social safety net of any kind.

 ¾ Over half of all people in the world have no social 
protections, 

 ¾ Social protection includes access to health care and                   
income security measures related especially to old 
age, unemployment, sickness, disability, work injury,                        
maternity or the loss of the main breadwinner in a                                                                     
family, as well as extra support for families with                     
children. 

 ¾ In 2020, only 46.9% of the global population                              
benefitted from at least one such protection, accord-
ing to the report

About ILO:

 ¾ It is a specialised agency of the United Nations.

 ¾ It is the only tripartite U.N. agency since 1919.

 ¾ The unique tripartite structure brings together                        
governments, employers and workers of 187 member 

States, to set labour standards, develop policies and            
devise programmes promoting decent work for all                                                            
women and men.

 ¾ Aim: To promote rights at work, encourage                            
decent employment opportunities, enhance social                                        
protection and strengthen dialogue on work-related               
issues.

 ¾ History: Established in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles 
as an affiliated agency of the League of Nations.

 ¾ Became the first affiliated specialized agency of the 
United Nations in 1946.

 ¾ India is a founder member of the ILO.

 ¾ Headquarter: Geneva, Switzerland.

 ¾ Received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969:

 ¾ For improving peace among classes

 ¾ Pursuing decent work and justice for workers

 ¾ Providing technical assistance to other developing                
nations

Flagship Reports of ILO are:

1. Global Wage Report

2. World Employment and Social Outlook (WESO)

3. World Employment and Social Outlook

4. World Social Protection Report

5. World of Work Report

22.  Logistics agreement with Russia

Why in news?

India is all set to conclude the bilateral logistics agreement 
with Russia.

About Logistics Agreement:

 ¾ The agreements are administrative arrangements               
facilitating access to military facilities for exchange of 
fuel and provisions on mutual agreement simplifying 
logistical support and increasing operational turnaround 
of the military when operating away from India.

 ¾ India has signed several logistics agreements with all 
Quad countries, France, Singapore and South Korea 
beginning with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum 
of Agreement (LEMOA) with the U.S. in 2016.

Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS)

 ¾ RELOS gives India access to Russian facilities in 
the Arctic region which is seeing increased global                          
activity as new shipping routes open up and India’s 
own investments in the Russian Far East.
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 ¾ In addition, it comes at a time when both nations are 
looking at significantly scaling up the already broad mil-
itary-to-military cooperation.

23.  Revamped U.S.- India Strategic Clean Energy 
Partnership (SCEP) launched

Why in news?
Indian Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas co-chaired a 
virtual Ministerial meeting with the U.S. Secretary of Energy 
to launch the revamped U.S.-India Strategic Clean Energy 
Partnership (SCEP). 

 ¾ The SCEP was launched in accordance with 
the U.S.-India Climate and Clean Energy                                                      
Agenda 2030 Partnership announced by the Indian 
Prime Minister and USA’s President at the Leaders’ 
Summit on Climate held in April 2021.

Key highlights:

 ¾ In the meeting, both the sides reviewed progress & 
major accomplishments and prioritized new areas 
for cooperation across several pillars.

 ¾ Indian side noted that, this revamped clean energy                
partnership will intensify the efforts to take advan-
tage of complementarities that exists between both the                                                                          
countries.

 ¾ They also announced addition of a fifth Pillar on 
Emerging Fuels as both the countries seek to promote 
clean energy fuels.

 ¾ On the occasion, a new India-US Task Force on                     
Biofuels was also announced in order to build the 
scope of work on cooperation in biofuels sector.

Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP)

 ¾ SCEP was launched in line with U.S.-India Climate 
and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership that was 
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Pres-
ident Joe Biden in April 2021 at the Leaders’ Summit 
on Climate.

 ¾ It organizes inter-governmental engagement on the basis 
of five pillars of cooperation:

 � Power and Energy Efficiency

 � Responsible Oil and Gas

 � Renewable Energy

 � Sustainable Growth and

 � Emerging Fuels.

24.  India, Australia sign ‘Terms of Reference’

Why in news?

The Indian Navy and the Australian Navy have signed the 
‘Terms of Reference’ (ToR) for the conduct of the navy to 
navy talks under the framework of the ‘Joint Guidance for the 
India-Australia Navy to Navy Relationship’ document, signed 
by the two Navy Chiefs in August.

Key Highlights:

 ¾ The document would be pivotal in consolidating the 
shared commitment to promoting peace, security, 
stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region 

 ¾ The document provided flexibility for the                                           
implementation of separate agreements based on the 
specific outcomes of the talks. 

 ¾ The highlights of the document included close                                 
cooperation in regional and multilateral fora,                                                                         
including Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), 
Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS) and Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA).

25.  Extension of CPEC to Afghanistan

Why in news?

Recently, Pakistan has discussed Taliban-led Afghanistan 
joining the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) infrastructure project. 

 ¾ China has proposed construction of the                                                                                             
Peshawar-   Kabul motorway as an extension of CPEC 
in  Afghanistan.

About China-Pakistan Economic Corridor:

 ¾ The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a  
bilateral initiative between Pakistan and China.

 ¾ With a network of highways, trains, and pipelines, 
as well as energy, industrial, and other infrastructure 
development projects, it aims to improve connectivity 
across Pakistan.

 ¾ Its goal is to connect the western section of                        
China  (Xinjiang province) to the Gwadar Port in                             
Balochistan, Pakistan, via the Khunjerab Pass in           
Pakistan’s northwestern region.

 ¾ It will open the door for China to access the Middle 
East and Africa through Gwadar Port, as well as the 
Indian Ocean.

 ¾ The Belt and Road Initiative includes CPEC. The 
BRI, which was announced in 2013, intends to build a                                                                              
network of land and maritime connections connecting 
Southeast Asia, Central Asia, the Gulf area, Africa, 
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and Europe.

 ¾ The CPEC has been heavily criticised by India since it 
goes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, which is a 
disputed area between the two countries.

Pakistan’s interest in CPEC:

 ¾ The Chinese investments are supposed to boost                    
Pakistan’s 274 billion dollar GDP by over 15 per 
cent.

 ¾ Energy needs of Pakistan: The large scale energy                
production has been termed as the biggest breakthrough 
of the project. Hydropower projects in this initiative 
can double Pakistan’s energy capacity.

 ¾ Infrastructure development & Employment                                  
Opportunities 

China’s interest in CPEC:

 ¾ Access to the Middle East and Europe: By shortening 
its route by about 12,000 km which is critical for energy 
imports.

 ¾ Gwadar Port provides a link between Maritime Silk 
Road and the Arabian Sea.

 ¾ Gwadar will have the estimated capacity to handle 19 
million tonnes of crude oil per year, which will be 
sent to China after being refined at the port.

 ¾ At present, China transports 80% of its oil through 
the Strait of Malacca.

 ¾ China also has huge strategic and geopolitical                       
advantages in the Indian Ocean region.

Concerns of India over CPEC:

 ¾ India is concerned over the project as it passes through 
Pakistan occupied Kashmir (a disputed territory) 
which in itself undermines the sovereignty of India.

 ¾ The heavy presence of Chinese near the border area of 
the country itself poses a serious security threat.

 ¾ Pakistan and China are now together trying to make 
Afghanistan join the CPEC infrastructure project.

 ¾ In the effort of the same, China has now proposed to 
construct Peshawar- Kabul motorway as an extension 
of CPEC in Afghanistan.

 ¾ Now these new initiatives have raised the already                 
prevailing concerns of India over CPEC on economic, 
political and security fronts.

 ¾ India’s foremost concern over Afghanistan                                
joining CPEC is that the investment made by India in                              
Chabahar port in Iran would be undermined.

26.  State of the World’s Children Report: UNICEF

Why in news?

The UNICEF report ‘The State of the World’s Children 
2021; On My Mind: promoting, protecting and caring for 
children’s mental health’ details the significant impact of 
COVID-19 pandemic on children’s mental health.

Key Highlights:

 ¾ The report highlights the significant impact of                      
COVID-19 pandemic on mental health of the children.

 ¾ This report is significant because, mental health is an 
old issue & emerging issue. Furthermore, COVID-19 
was a test of mental stress for entire world.

 ¾ As per UNICEF report, about 14 percent of 15 to 
24-year-olds in India, accounting for 1 in 7, reported 
feeling depressed or they were having little interest in 
doing things.

The State of the World’s Children 2021 report

 ¾ This report examines the mental health of child,                    
adolescent and caregiver. It focuses on risks and                 
protective factors at critical moments if life course.

 ¾ It also digs into the social determinants which ultimately 
shape mental health and well-being. 

 ¾ The report also calls for commitment, communication 
and action in order to promote good mental health for 
every child. It also seeks to protect vulnerable children 
and care for children facing the challenges.

Findings of the report

 ¾ UNICEF’s state of the World’s Children Report 2021 
has warned that children and young people might feel 
the impact of COVID-19 on their mental health and 
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well-being for several years.

 ¾ The report highlights that, how children and young 
people carried the burden of mental health even             
before COVID-19.

 ¾ As per report, children with mental health disorders in 
India are mostly undiagnosed and hesitant in asking for 
help or treatment.

 ¾ 50 million children in India were affected by mental 
health issues, before the pandemic. Out of them, 80 90 
per cent children have not asked for support.

 ¾ As per survey conducted across 21 countries, 14 per 
cent of respondents aged 15 to 24 years in India                  
reported feeling depressed.

27.  OECD-G20 Inclusive Framework Tax Deal

Why in news?

India with some other members of OECD/G20 Inclusive 
Framework on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 
adopted a high-level statement containing an outline of a                 
consensus solution to address the tax challenges arising from 
the digitalization of the economy.

About the Base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS)

 ¾ Base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS) refers to tax 
planning strategies used by multinational enterprises 
that exploit gaps and mismatches in tax rules to avoid 
paying tax.

 ¾ This undermines the fairness and integrity of tax                  
systems because businesses that operate across borders 
can use BEPS to gain a competitive advantage over                
enterprises that operate at a domestic level. 

 ¾ Developing countries’ higher reliance on                                         
corporate income tax means they suffer from BEPS                                        
disproportionately.

 ¾ BEPS practices cost countries USD 100-240 billion in 
lost revenue annually.

The OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS

 ¾ Working together within OECD/G20 Inclusive                                         
Framework on BEPS, 139 countries and jurisdictions 
are collaborating on the implementation of 15 measures 
to tackle tax avoidance, improve the coherence of 
international tax rules and ensure a more transparent 
tax environment.

 ¾ The tax deal: The deal consists of two components

 ¾ Pillar One, which is about reallocation of an additional 
share of profit to the market jurisdictions

 ¾ Pillar Two, consisting of minimum tax and subject to 
tax rules

 ¾ Some significant issues including share of profit                     
allocation and scope of subject to tax rules, remain 
open and need to be addressed.

Impact on India

 ¾ The principles underlying the solution vindicates India’s 
stand for a greater share of profits for the markets,                                                  
consideration of demand-side factors in profit allocation, 
the need to seriously address the issue of cross-border 
profit shifting, and the need for subject to tax rule to 
stop treaty shopping.

Steps to be taken by India

 ¾ India is in favor of a consensus solution that is simple 
to implement and simple to comply with.

 ¾ The solution should result in the allocation of                         
meaningful and sustainable revenue to market                                                                             
jurisdictions, particularly for developing and emerging                   
economies.

 ¾ India will continue to be constructively engaged in 
reaching a consensus-based ready to implement the 
solution with Pillar one and Pillar two as a package 
and contribute positively to the advancement of the                       
international tax agenda.

28.  Bhutan, China sign MoU to expedite bounda-
ry talks

Why in news?

In a step towards resolving their boundary disputes, Bhutan 
and China signed an agreement on a three-step roadmap 
to help speed up talks, at a meeting of Foreign Ministers.

Key highlights:

 ¾ The roadmap “for Expediting the Bhutan-China 
Boundary Negotiations”, is expected to kickstart the 
progress on the boundary talks process that has been 
delayed for five years, first due to the Doklam standoff 
in 2017 and then by the pandemic.

 ¾ The timing of the agreement is particularly significant 
for New Delhi, given the border talks on their 17-month 
old standoff at the Line of Actual Control appear to 
have hit an impasse this week.

 ¾ The Bhutanese Embassy in Delhi declined to                             
comment on the details of the three steps and                                                                     
sources said  information on the process of negotiations 
is  ‘sensitive’ and could not be shared at this stage.

 ¾ The roadmap had been finalised during the 10th ex-
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pert group meeting in Kunming in April 2021, and                      
presented for approval to their Governments in                                                           
Thimphu and Beijing respectively.

Bhutan-China Border Issues

 ¾ Bhutan shares an over 400-km-long border with                 
China.

 ¾ Doklam: China wants to exchange the valleys to the 
north of Bhutan with the pasture land to the west 
(including Doklam), totalling 269 square kilometres.

 ¾ Jakarlung and Pasamlung valleys: located near Tibet 
to Bhutan’s North, which measure 495 sq. kms.

 ¾ Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary Project: China claims this 
area (near to Arunachal Pradesh) in eastern Bhutan as 
its own.

29.  Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD)

Why in news?

The Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) 2021 is being 
held from 27th to 29th October 2021.

What is Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD)

Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) is the apex                                
international annual conference of the Indian Navy. The 
dialogue was first conducted in 2018.

Aim:  To review both opportunities and challenges that arise 
within the Indo-Pacific.

The organiser of the dialogue: National Maritime Foundation 
is the navy’s knowledge partner and chief organiser of each 
edition of the dialogue.

The theme for 2021: “Evolution in Maritime Strategy during 
the 21st Century: Imperatives, Challenges, and, Way Ahead”. 

About National Maritime Foundation(NMF)

 ¾ NMF was established in 2005 as India’s first                             
maritime think-tank for conducting independent and 
policy- relevant research on ‘matters maritime’. 

 ¾ It is an autonomous think-tank. But its intellectual 
and organisational development is supported by the 
Ministry of Defence and the Indian Navy. It is Located 
in New Delhi.

30.  18th India-ASEAN Summit

Why in news?

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated in the 18th 
India-ASEAN Summit at the invitation of His Majesty                 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei, the current Chair 
of ASEAN.

Key highlights:

 ¾ This Summit reviewed the status of Asean-India                    
Strategic Partnerships & also reviewed the progress 
made in key areas including Covid-19 and Health, 
Trade and Commerce, Connectivity, and Education and 
Culture.

 ¾ This summit was chaired by the Sultan of Brunei.

 ¾ The summit theme was “We Care, We Prepare, We 
Prosper”

 ¾ During his address, the Prime Minister pointed out 
that the year 2022 will complete three decades of 
India-Asean partnership and this milestone will be 
celebrated as the ‘Asean-India Friendship Year’.

 ¾ He also addressed the 16th East Asia Summit a day 
before this summit, where he reaffirmed India’s                  
focus on a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific and the                  
principle of Asean Centrality in the region.

 ¾ The summit is held every year and provides an                            
opportunity for India and Asean to engage at the highest 
level.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations(ASEAN)-

 ¾ ASEAN was established on 8 August 1967 in Bang-
kok, Thailand, with the signing of the ASEAN  
Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by the Founding 
Fathers of ASEAN, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. 

 ¾ Brunei Darussalam (1984), VietNam (1995), Lao 
PDR and Myanmar (1997), and Cambodia (1999), 
joined the ASEAN later.

 ¾ Its fundamental Principles are derived from Treaty of 
Amity and Cooperation, 1976.

 ¾ The ASEAN charter entered into force in 2008 and 
became the legally binding agreement.

 ¾ ASEAN community consists of 3 pillars:                                     
Political-security community, Economic communi-
ty, Socio-cultural community.

 ¾ The United States became a Dialogue Partner              
country of ASEAN in 1977.

 ¾ In 1994, ASEAN took the lead in establishing 
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), which now has 
27 members and meets each year at the ministerial 
level.

 ¾ The up-gradation of the relationship into a Strategic 
Partnership in 2012 was a natural progression to the 
ground covered since India became a Sectoral Partner 
of the ASEAN in 1992, Dialogue Partner in 1996 and 
Summit Level Partner in 2002. 
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 ¾ ASEAN is India’s fourth largest trading partner. 
 ¾ The ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) is 

the highest defence consultative and cooperative 
mechanism in ASEAN. 

 ¾ The ADMM+ brings together Defence                                            
Ministers from the 10 ASEAN nations plus                                                      
Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand,                                  
Republic of Korea, Russia, and the United States on 
a biannual basis.

The East Asia Summit-

 ¾ It is a premier leaders-led forum for discussions on 
important strategic issues in the Indo-Pacific.

 ¾ It  was started in 2005.
 ¾ It has played an important part in the strategic and 

geopolitical evolution of East Asia. 

 ¾ Besides the 10 Asean member countries, the East 
Asia Summit includes India, China, Japan, the                     
Republic of Korea, Australia, New Zealand, the 
United States and Russia (in total 18 members).

 ¾ The EAS calendar culminates in the annual Leaders’ 
Summit, which is usually held alongside ASEAN 
Leaders’ meetings in the fourth quarter of every year.

 ¾ It is also an important platform for furthering practical 
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific by building upon the 
convergence between ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacif-
ic (AOIP) and Indo-Pacific Ocean’s Initiative (IPOI).

31.  APEC summit, 2021

Why in news?

Recently, The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
was hosted by New Zealand.

Key Highlights:

 ¾ The leaders concluded the 2021 APEC Economic                
Leaders’ Meeting by adopting a declaration under the 
theme of ‘Join, Work, Grow, Together’. 

Commitments: 

 ¾ Accelerating economic recovery and achieving                          
sustainable and inclusive growth 

 ¾ Tackling climate change 

 ¾ Empowering groups with untapped economic potential 

 ¾ Addressing the digital divide.  

 ¾ Leaders also endorsed the Aotearoa Plan of Action. It 
is blueprint to implement the APEC Putrajaya Vision 
2040, which was adopted at the 2020 APEC Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting. 

 ¾ Aotearoa Plan of Action aims for an “open, dynamic, 
resilient and peaceful AsiaPacific community by 2040 

 ¾ APEC summit-2022 will be held in Thailand.

About APAC:

 ¾ It is an inter-governmental forum for 21 member 
economies in the Pacific Rim that promotes free trade 
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

 ¾ It was started in 1989 in response to the growing 
interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and the 
advent of regional trade blocs in other parts of the 
world.

 ¾ It aimed to establish new markets for agricultural                  
products and raw materials beyond Europe.

 ¾ It is headquartered in Singapore.

 ¾ Its 21 member economies are home to about 2.9                   
billion people and represent approximately 60 per cent 
of world GDP and 48 per cent of world trade in 2018.

 ¾ The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) is 
an independent group of business leaders that advises 
APEC leaders on priority issues for business in the 
region.

 ¾ APEC has three official observers: the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations Secretariat (ASEAN), the 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) and the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIF). 

 ¾ Its full members are: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; 
Canada; Chile; China; Colombia; Ecuador; Hong 
Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia;                            
Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Singapore; 
Pacific Islands Forum; Chinese Taipei; Thailand;                                                       
United States of America; and Vietnam. 

32.  World Bank’s STARS project

Why in news?

The Trade Policy Forum (TPF) between the US and India was 
recently convened after a four-year gap. The Forum resolved 
to take the two countries’ economic ties to the “next high               
level” and discussed “potential targeted tariff reductions.”

Key highlights:

India’s Regulatory norms as Key impediments to bilateral 
trade 

 ¾ Market access restrictions 

 ¾ High tariffs 

 ¾ Unpredictable regulatory requirements 

 ¾ Restrictive trade measures 
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Areas with huge potential for growth 

 ¾ Digital economy 

 ¾ Services 

 ¾ Health-related trade 

 ¾ Agriculture 

Common challenges 

 ¾ Climate change and sustainability 

 ¾ Vulnerable supply chains 

 ¾ Promoting market-oriented principles and structures

33.  Diplomatic boycott of Beijing Winter                       
Olympics

Why in news?

The Ministry of External Affairs officially announced the 
diplomatic boycott of Beijing winter Olympics of India. 
Doordarshan will not telecast the opening and closing               
ceremonies of Beijing Winter Olympics.

What is a ‘diplomatic boycott’?

 ¾ A “diplomatic boycott” means no Indian official will 
be present at the Winter Olympics in Beijing.

 ¾ This stops short of a complete boycott, which would 
have meant the non-participation by India athletes.

 ¾ As such, the absence of official representation will 
not impact the games as much as an athletic boycott 
would have.

Why is India boycotting the Olympics?

 ¾ China has chosen the army officer Qi Fabao as the 
torch bearer. 

 ¾ Qi Fabao was involved in the Galwan valley clashes 
between India and China in 2020. 

 ¾ It was one of the bloodiest encounters between the two 
countries. India is of the view that by choosing Qi Fabao 
as the torch bearer, China is politicising the Olympics.

34.  Arc De Triomphe Monument

Why in news?

Recently, French authorities took down a temporary                    
installation of the European Union flag from the Arc de 
Triomphe monument in Paris, after rightwing opponents 
of President Emmanuel Macron accused him of “erasing” 
French identity.

Key highlights:

 ¾ The giant blue flag was raised in place of a French 
flag on New Year’s Eve to mark France’s turn at the 
rotating presidency of the EU Council.

 ¾ The Arc de Triomphe de l’Étoile (lit. ‘Trium-
phal Arch of the Star’) is one of the most famous                                  
monuments in Paris, France.

 ¾ The Arc de Triomphe honours those who fought and 
died for France in the French Revolutionary and                                                                                
Napoleonic Wars, with the names of all French victories 
and generals inscribed on its inner and outer surfaces.

 ¾ The arch, a monument to war dead, and other land-
marks including the Eiffel Tower and the Pantheon are 
also being illuminated with blue lights for the remainder 
of this week.

35.  Trincomalee oil tank farm

Why in news?

Marking a major milestone in a strategic project in Sri                     
Lanka, Indian Oil Corporation subsidiary Lanka IOC, 
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation and the Government of 
Sri Lanka have signed three lease agreements on jointly                                                                                 
developing the Trincomalee oil tank farm in eastern Sri Lanka.

Key highlights:

 ¾ Trincomalee oil tank farm deal is a coveted project, 
that has remained controversial since long time.

 ¾ India and Sri Lanka have been negotiating this project 
for 16 months.

 ¾ For this purpose, Sri Lanka’s Energy Minister Udaya 
Gammanpila has instructed the Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration (CPC) to form a subsidiary company called 
Trinco Petroleum Terminal Ltd.

 ¾ This move follows President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s 
approval on setting up a special purpose vehicle.

About Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm

 ¾ The Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm is located in ‘China 
Bay’. 

 ¾ It comprises of 99 storage tanks, with a capacity of 
12,000 kilolitres each, spread across Lower Tank 
farm and Upper Tank Farm. 

 ¾ Currently, Lanka IOC runs 15 tanks. 

 ¾ The new agreement is being negotiated for the                            
remaining tanks.  

 ¾ Indian Oil Corporation will work with the Ceylon                
Petroleum Corporation for developing the Upper 
Tank Farm.
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36.  India-Denmark Cooperation on Green Fuels

Why in news?

Recently, India & Denmark agreed to initiate joint research 
and development on green fuels including green hydrogen, 
during the Joint S&T Committee meeting on 14th January 
2022.

Key highlights:

 ¾ The Joint Committee discussed national strategic                
priorities and developments in Science, Technology, 
and Innovation of both countries. 

 ¾ Special focus was on green solutions of the                                     
future strategy for investments in green research,                                
technology, and innovation at the virtual meeting.

 ¾ The committee emphasised on development of bilateral 
collaboration on mission-driven research, innovation, 
and technology development, as agreed by the two 
Prime Ministers while adopting the Green Strategic 
Partnership – Action Plan 2020-2025.

37.  First India Central Asia summit

Why in news?

On January 27, PM Modi will host India – First Central 
Asia Summit. The five central Asian presidents will attend 
the summit. They are Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyz republic.

Key highlights:

The major areas of focus would be: 

 ¾ Trade and connectivity 

 ¾ Building development partnerships 

 ¾ Enhancing cultural and people-to-people contacts, 

 ¾ A number of global and regional developments will also 
form a large part of the discussions. 

 ¾ Ways to increase trade between India and the region 
may also be proposed. 

 ¾ India hopes to build on its trilateral working group 
on Chabahar with Iran and Uzbekistan to strengthen 
connectivity to the region. 

Central Asia 

 ¾ Central Asia is a region in Asia which stretches from 
the Caspian Sea in the west to China and Mongolia in 
the east, and from Afghanistan and Iran in the south to 
Russia in the north 

 ¾ It includes the former Soviet republics of Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and                     

Uzbekistan 

 ¾ All five nations became independent states after the 
collapse of the USSR in 1991, post Cold war.

38.  Russia-Ukraine Border Conflict

Why in news?

Russia has attacked Ukraine on 24 th February 2022, by citing 
National security and expensionist policy of NATO in eastern 
European region as the ground of its attack.

History of Conflict between Russia and Ukraine

 ¾ Euromaidan Movement: Euromaidan (European 
Square) was a wave of demonstrations and civil unrest 
in Ukraine, which began in November 2013 with public 
protests in Maidan Nezalezhnosti (“Independence 
Square”) in Kyiv, Ukraine.

 ¾ Separatist Movement: The Donbass region (the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions) of eastern Ukraine has 
been facing a pro-Russian separatist movement since 
2014.

 ¾ Annexation of Crimea - Ukraine was one of the                    
republics within the USSR during the cold war days, 
and has remained a strong ally of Russia till 2013.

 ¾ Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed 
on a 12-point ceasefire deal in the capital of Belarus in 
September 2014 (Minks agreement). 

Minsk Agreements

MINSK I:

 ¾ Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed on 
a 12-point ceasefire deal in the capital of Belarus in 
September 2014. 

 ¾ Its provisions included: 

 � prisoner exchanges, 

 � deliveries of humanitarian aid and 

 � the withdrawal of heavy weapons

 ¾ The agreement quickly broke down, with violations 
by both sides.

MINSK II:

 ¾ Representatives of Russia, Ukraine, the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the 
leaders of two pro-Russian separatist regions signed a 
13-point agreement in February 2015 in Minsk. 

 ¾ The leaders of France, Germany, Russia and 
Ukraine gathered there at the same time and issued a                          
declaration of support for the deal.
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 ¾ The 13 points were, in brief:

 ¾ An immediate and comprehensive ceasefire

 ¾ Withdrawal of all heavy weapons by both sides

 ¾ Monitoring and verification by the OSCE

 ¾ To start a dialogue on interim self-government for 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, in accordance with 
Ukrainian law, and acknowledge their special status 
by a resolution of parliament.

 ¾ A pardon and amnesty for people involved in the 
fighting

 ¾ An exchange of hostages and prisoners.

 ¾ Provision of humanitarian assistance.

 ¾ Resumption of socio-economic ties, including                    
pensions.

 ¾ Restore full control of the state border by the                      
government of Ukraine.

 ¾ Withdrawal of all foreign armed formations, military 
equipment and mercenaries.

 ¾ Constitutional reform in Ukraine including                                
decentralisation, with specific mention of Donetsk and 
Luhansk.

 ¾ Elections in Donetsk and Luhansk on terms to be 
agreed with their representatives.

 ¾ Intensify the work of a Trilateral Contact Group                 
including representatives of Russia, Ukraine and the 
OSCE.

 ¾ Naval skirmish over the Sea of Azov - After Crimea’s 
annexation in 2014, Russia gained control over both 
sides of the Kerch strait.

 ¾ In May 2018, Russian opened a 12-mile-long bridge 
over the Kerch Strait, which has also become the 
physical gateway to the Sea of Azov.

 ¾ To prevent the Ukrainian boats from passing under 
the bridge, Russia placed a cargo ship below it.

 ¾ Later, the Ukrainian vessels’ attempt  to travel from 
the Black Sea to the Sea of Azov was denied by the              
Russian coast guard.

 ¾ However, Ukraine insists that the patrol of the Kerch 
Strait was authorised under a bilateral agreement with 
Moscow.

 ¾ Thus the naval skirmish over the Sea of Azov proves 
again the Russia’s irreversibility of its annexation of 
Crimea.

 ¾ Ukrain’s NATO Membership: Ukraine has urged 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to 
speed up his country’s membership in the alliance.

 ¾ Russia has declared such a move a “red line”, and                
worried about the consequences of the US-led military 
alliances expanding right up to its doorstep.

 ¾ In May 2021, Moscow has allegedly deployed thousands 
of troops as well as tanks and artillery near Ukraine’s 
eastern border and has mobilised troops in the annexed 
Black Sea region of Crimea.

Current Situation

 ¾ Russia has asked for assurances from the US and 
NATO that Ukraine will not be inducted into NATO.                         
However, the US and the NATO did not promise any such                                                                                
assurance and this led to Russian attack on Ukraine.

 ¾ Both the countries are fighting  a deadly war in which 
Million of people are forced to leave Ukraine, and it 
has became one of the biggest Exodus after 2nd world 
war. 

 ¾ Russian attack has caused lots of damage to Ukrainian 
infrastructure and civilian property.

 ¾ US and NATO countries are  indirectly                                                
supporting Ukraine and Russia is threatening to use 
Atomic weapons in case of direct Involvement of NATO 
in this War.

 ¾ Russia is witnessing wide range of economic sanctions 
from the Western countris.

 ¾ Peace negotiations are not leading to any meaning ful 
conclusion.

 ¾ Countries like Turkey, France,and Israel are trying to 
meditate a cease fire deal between Russia and Ukraine.

 ¾ This war has become one of the biggest Geo-Political 
crisis of the 21st century.

Why is the current conflict more aggressive than the                  
earlier ones?

 ¾ There were similar scenes earlier this year but after 
U.S. diplomatic intervention, Moscow pulled back.

 ¾ This time, the Russian moves appear to be part of a 
larger strategy of force-projection across Russia’s                  
western perimeter, from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea.

 ¾ Russia views Ukraine as a Western aircraft carrier 
parked just across southern Russia because of the U.S. 
influence on Ukraine.

 ¾ Russia’s aggressiveness could have partly been                
driven by the assessment that the U.S. has                               
strategically weakened after its Afghan withdrawal 
and its preoccupation with China’s rise.

 ¾ Any miscalculation or misunderstanding from Russian 
side or NATO allaince in this war may lead to the 3rd 
World War.
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India’s Stand

 ¾ During a UNSC meeting in May 2021, India signalled 
its backing for traditional partner Russia on the 
Ukraine issue.

 ¾ India has advocated political and diplomatic                            
solutions that protect the legitimate interests of all                                   
countries in the region and ensure long term peace and                             
stability in Europe and beyond. The path forward can 
only be through peaceful dialogue for a lasting solution                     
acceptable to all concerned.

 ¾ Last November India voted against a Ukraine-spon-
sored resolution in the UN that condemned alleged 
human rights violations in Crimea thereby backing old 
ally Russia on the issue.

 ¾ India has abstained from UNSC resolution on Ukraine 
attack.

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)

 ¾ It is an intergovernmental military alliance between 
30 countries across the world.

 ¾ Established in: 1949

 ¾ Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium

 ¾ India is not a member country of NATO..

Envionment

1. Xylophis Deepaki

Why in news?

Xylophis Deepaki the species is named in honour of                              
Indian herpetologist Deepak Veerappan for his                                                                                     
contribution in erecting a new subfamily Xylophiinae to                 
accommodate wood snakes.

About Xylophis deepaki:

 ¾ The common name suggested for the species is ‘Deepak’s 
wood snake’.

 ¾ It is a tiny snake of just 20 cm length with iridescent scales.

 ¾ It was first found on a coconut plantation in Kanyakumari.

 ¾ It is now reported to be an endemic species of Tamil Nadu.

 ¾ It has also been sighted in some parts of the Southern                   
Western ghats, especially in the drier regions and in 
lower altitudes around Agasthyamalai hills.

2.  A-76 becomes World’s Largest Iceberg

Why in news?

A huge ice block has broken off from western Antarctica into 
the Weddell Sea, becoming the largest iceberg in the world 
and earning the name A-76.

Key Highlights:

 ¾ This finger-shaped iceberg was spotted by the British 
Antarctic Survey and confirmed by the US National Ice 
Center using Copernicus Sentinel-1 imagery.

 ¾ It is around 170 km long and 25 Km wide. The surface area 
of the A-76 iceberg is 4,320 sq km, larger than the Spanish 
island of Majorca (3,640 sq km).

 ¾ It is currently lying in the Weddell Sea. 

 ¾ A-76 surpassed the A-23A (3,380 sq km), now the                                  
second-largest in size. A-23A is also floating in the Weddell 
Sea. 

3.  Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA)

Why in news?

People of Lakshadweep are Discontent over the creation of 
a Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA) by the new 
administrator Praful Khoda Patel.

What are LDAR 2021 and its provisions?

 ¾ The Draft Lakshadweep Development Authority                     
Regulation, 2021 or LDAR 2021 was notified on the 
official website of the administration.
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 ¾ Its proposal is to change the existing land ownership 
on the island.

 ¾ It also aims to modify the usage in Lakshadweep by 
providing sweeping, arbitrary, unchecked powers to 
the government. This in turn is directly interfering with 
the island’s resident’s right to possess and retain their      
property. 

 ¾ The Regulation also gives the powers to the                               
Government to choose any land for “development” 
activities that have been provided under its regulation.

 ¾ Once the land is picked, it could be used as per the 
government sees fit. This means the owner would have 
no control over the land whatsoever because the land 
would be provided for a “public purpose”. 

 ¾ This draft report also raises concerns as                                                
development would mean the activities including                 
“building, engineering, mining, quarrying or other             
operations in, on, over or under, land, the cutting of a 
hill or any portion or the making of any material change 
in any building or land, or in the use of any building or 
land, and includes sub-division of any land.”

 ¾ As per the regulation the development plan would not, 
(either before or after being approved), be questioned 
by anyone, be it in any legal proceedings too.

 ¾ A controversy that surrounds the regulation is the ban 
on contesting elections of the Panchayat in case anyone 
has more than 2 children. This ban has been put forward 
in the Draft Lakshadweep Panchayat Regulation, 2021. 

 ¾ It reads, “No person shall be a member of a Gram 
Panchayat or continue as such who... has more than 
two children.”

Why is LDAR 2021 being opposed?

 ¾ As per the citizens the following are the reasons for the                
discontent of the citizens/ residents:

 ¾ The 10 inhabited islands were under a two month lockdown.

 ¾ The Lakshadweep administration is accused of exploitation 
of the public’s inability at this time to mobilise arbitrary                    
legislation. 

 ¾ Locals also say that these regulations are out of sync with 
the socio-political and environmental requirements. 

 ¾ Many islanders also suspect that LDAR might have been                 
issued for seeking real estate interests to usurp small holdings 
of property owned by islanders. 

 ¾ The islanders also fear that the LDAR may provide for 
forcible eviction. It puts the onus on the owner ro develop the 
holding as per plan by the authority. 

 ¾ The Regulation also provides for unchecked power to the 
Government and its bodies interfering with the rights of 

the islanders to retain their property.

4.  National Mission on Biodiversity and Human 
Well-Being (NMBHWB)

Why in news?

The pandemic has exposed the dysfunctional relationship             
between humanity and nature. The National Mission on                    
Biodiversity and Human Well-Being will help India to restore 
that dysfunctional relationship.

Key features of National Mission on Biodiversity and              
Human Well-Being (NMBHWB)

Sustainable Utilization: The Mission will strengthen the            
science of restoring, conserving, and sustainably utilising               
India’s natural heritage 

Integration in Development: The mission will embed                        
biodiversity as a key consideration in all developmental                 
programmes, particularly in agriculture, ecosystem services, 
health, bioeconomy, and climate change mitigation;  

Mission’s “One Health” programme, integrating human 
health with animal, plant, soil and environmental health, has 
both the preventive potential to curtail future pandemics along 
with the interventional capability for unexpected public health 
challenges.

5. Dihing Patkai is Assam’s 7th National Park

Why in news?

The Assam government has notified Dihing Patkai as a                  
National Park, four days after creating the 422-sq. km 
Raimona National Park in western Assam’s Kokrajhar                                                                            
district.

 ¾ Assam now has the third most National Parks (7) in 
India.

 ¾ Madhya Pradesh with 12 national parks maintains 
the top slot and it is followed by Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands having 9 national parks.

About Dihing Patkai

 ¾ Dihing Patkai is a 234.26-sq. km stretch covering                
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts of Assam. 

 ¾ It is a major elephant habitat. It has recorded 310 
species of butterflies.

 ¾  Park also comprise of 47 species of reptiles &                  
mammals, including tiger and clouded leopard.

 ¾ It will be administered by Soraipung Range of                       
Digboi Forest Division & Jeypore Range of                                                                           
Dibrugarh Forest Division.
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6.  Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary: Assam

Why in news?

 ¾ Recently, the World Wide Fund for Nature-India 
(WWF) found a few tigers inhabiting the Barnadi 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam.  It is one of the smallest 
WS (Wildlife Sanctuary) of Assam.

About 

 ¾ The Sanctuary  It is located in northern Assam’s Baksa 
and Udalguri districts bordering Bhutan.

 ¾ It is bordered by the Barnadi river and Nalapara river 
to the west and east respectively.

 ¾ Barnadi was established specifically to protect 
the   Pygmy Hog (Sus salvanius) and Hispid Hare                  
(Caprolagus hispidus).  

 ¾ About 60% of the BWS is reported to be grassland, 
most of it is now grassy woodland.

7. Karez system of Irrigation

In news:

Karez, being one of the types of water management and                   
irrigation systems in Afghanistan, is under threat under the 
resurgent Taliban rule.

About Qanat / Karez system:

 ¾ This system of underground vertical shafts in a gently 
sloping tunnel that is built from an upland aquifer to 
ground level.

 ¾ Some historians and archaeologists have attributed 
people in the southeast Arabian Peninsula as the first 
developers. Others, however, ascribe it to the ancient 
Persians.

 ¾ The Qanat / Karez system, wherever it was developed, 
soon spread to many Persian, Arab and Turkic lands.

 ¾ It even came to the Indian Subcontinent during the 
800-year-old Islamic Period.

Karez in India

 ¾ The system was brought in the Indian Subcontinent 
during the Bahamani Sultanate, founded by Alaudin 
Bahman Shah.

 ¾ It later broke into five other Sultantates: Bijapur,               
Golconda, Ahmadnagar, Bidar and Berar.

 ¾ The Bahamani Sultanate was Persianate in nature and 
encouraged many things Persian, among them, the 
Karez.

 ¾ They was built in the city of Bidar during the reign 

of Bahamani Sultan Ahmad Shah Wali (1422-1436), 
who shifted the capital from Gulbarga to Bidar.

 ¾ By the 15th century, Bijapur city had a network of 
pipelines. Everyone got 24×7 supply of water.

 ¾ It also worked as confidence-building measure between 
the Sultan and his subjects since the Karez was built 
the state.

8. Marburg virus

In news:

Recently, West Africa confirmed the first case of the                       
extremely contagious and deadly hemorrhagic Marburg 
virus in the Guinea region, reported the World Health                      
Organization (WHO).

About Marburg Virus:

 ¾ Marburg virus disease (MVD) was formerly known as 
Marburg hemorrhagic fever.

 ¾ The virus causes hemorrhagic fever and belongs to the same 
family (Filoviridae family) as the Ebola virus.

 ¾ First Case: The virus was initially detected in 1967 after                 
simultaneous outbreaks in Marburg and Frankfurt in                                                                                     
Germany; and in Belgrade, Serbia.

 ¾ Symptoms: The common symptoms of a virus are 
fever, headache, fatigue, abdominal pain and gingival 
haemorrhage.

 ¾ Transmission: Marburg is transmitted to people from fruit 
bats. The virus spreads among humans through direct 
contact with the bodily fluids of the patient, surfaces 
and materials

 ¾ Fatality Rate: The case fatality rate is around %50. 
Case fatality rates have varied from %24 to %88 in 
past outbreaks, depending on virus strain and case 
management.

 ¾ Treatment: There are no approved vaccines or antiviral 
treatments for the virus yet. Early supportive care 
with rehydration and symptomatic treatment improves 
survival.

9.  Havana Syndrome

In news:

Recently US Vice-President Kamala Harris’ trip from                    
Singapore to Vietnam was delayed due to Havana                         
syndrome.

About Havana Syndrome:

 ¾ Havana Syndrome refers to a set of mental health 
symptoms that are said to be experienced by US             
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intelligence and embassy officials in various countries.

 ¾ It typically involves symptoms such as hearing certain 
sounds without any outside noise being present, nausea, 
vertigo and headaches, memory loss and issues with 
balance.

 ¾ As the name suggests, it traces its roots to Cuba.

 ¾ In late 2016, US officials in embassy began                                      
experiencing sudden bursts of pressure in their 
brain followed by persistent headaches, feeling of                                                                
disorientation and insomnia.

Its severity:

 ¾ In 2018, at least three CIA officers working under 
diplomatic cover in Cuba had reported troubling 
sensations that seemed to leave serious injuries.

 ¾ Some officers are being compulsorily retired for 
their inability to coherently discharge his duty and                     
another needing a hearing aid.

10.  Neelakurinji

In news:

Wildlife experts say the recent large-scale wildfires on the 
grasslands where Neelakurinji blossomed widely last year 
after a period of 12 years could have wiped out all the 
seeds of the endemic flowers from the area.

About the flower-

 ¾ It is a shrub that is found in the shola forests of the                
Western Ghats in Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

 ¾ Locally known as Kurinji, the flowers grow at an altitude of 
1,300 to 2,400 metres. 

 ¾ Nilgiri Hills, which literally means the blue mountains, got 
their name from the purplish blue flowers of Neelakurinji 
that bloom only once in 12 years. 

 ¾ Kurinjimala Sanctuary of Kerala protects the kurinji in                    
approximately 32 km2 core habitat in Kottakamboor and                
Vattavada villages in Idukki district.

 ¾ Kurinji Andavar temple located in Kodaikanal of Tamil 
Nadu dedicated to Tamil God Murugan also preserves these 
plants.

 ¾ The Paliyan tribal people living in Tamil Nadu used it as 
a reference to calculate their age. 

 ¾ Karnataka has around 45 species of Neelakurinji and each 
species blooms at intervals of six, nine, 11 or 12 years. 

 ¾ Besides the Western Ghats, Neelakurinji is also seen in the 
Shevroy in the Eastern Ghats, Sanduru hills of Bellary 
district in Karnataka.

11.  India’s first-ever Euro Green Bond

Why in news?

Recently, Power Finance Corporation (PFC) launched its maiden 
€300 million 7-year Euro Green Bond issuance. 

Key highlights:

 ¾ It is the first ever Euro denominated Green bond            
issuance from India. 

 ¾ Moreover, it is the first ever Euro issuance by an                  
Indian NBFC and the first Euro bond issuance from 
India since 2017.

 ¾ The pricing of 1.841 per cent achieved is the lowest 
yield locked in by an Indian issuer in the Euro markets.

What are Green Bonds?

 ¾ Green bonds work just like any other corporate or                
government bond. 

 ¾ Borrowers issue these securities in order to secure                
financing for projects that will have a positive                  
environmental impact, such as ecosystem restoration 
or reducing pollution.  

 ¾ The European green deal of 11 December 2019                         
underlined the need to better direct financial and capital 
flows to green investments. 

 ¾ The European green deal investment plan of January 
2020 announced that the Commission would establish 
an EU green bond standard (EUGBS).

 ¾ EUGBS is a voluntary standard to help scale up and 
raise the environmental ambitions of the green bond 
market.

12.  Baira Siul Power Station

Why in news?

The National Hydroelctric Power Corporation (NHPC) 
Ltd, has indigenously renovated & modernized its 180 
MW Baira Siul Power Station and commenced commercial                   
operations

About:

 ¾ The project is in Chamba in Himachal Pradesh. 

 ¾ The Baira Siul Power Station is NHPC’s first power 
station which was under commercial operation since 
1st April 1982 and had completed its useful life of 35 
years. 

 ¾ The life of Baira Siul Power Station has now been               
extended by another 25 years.
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13.  BLACKBUCK

Why in News?

Odisha’s blackbuck population has doubled in the last six 
years, according to figures from the latest population               
census released recently by the chief conservator of forest 
(wildlife).

About

 ¾ The Blackbuck (Antelope cervicapra) or the Indian              
Antelope, is a species of antelope native to India and 
Nepal.

 ¾ It is widespread in Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, and other areas 
throughout peninsular India.

 ¾ It is considered as the epitome of grassland.

 ¾ It is considered to be the fastest animal in the world 
next to Cheetah.

 ¾ The blackbuck is a diurnal antelope (active mainly                  
during the day).

 ¾ Bishnoi community of Rajasthan is known world-
wide for their conservation efforts to blackbuck and 
Chinkara.

 ¾ State animal of Andhra Pradesh, Haryana & Punjab.

 ¾ It is a symbol of purity for Hinduism as its skin and 
horns are regarded as a sacred object. For Buddhism, it 
is a symbol of good luck.

Blackbuck in Odisha

 ¾ The blackbuck is known in Odisha as Krushnasara        
Mruga.

 ¾ Blackbucks are confined to Balukhand-Konark coastal 
plain / wildlife sanctuary in Puri District; Balipadar 
Bhetnoi and adjacent areas in Ganjam District.

 ¾ As per the latest census, the antelopes numbered 
7,358, compared to 2,194 in 2011.

 ¾ Improvement of habitats, protection given by the local 
people and forest staff were some of the reasons for the 
increase of the population.

CONSERVATION STATUS 

 ¾ Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule I
 ¾ IUCN Status: Least Concern
 ¾ CITES: Appendix III

PROTECTED AREAS 

 ¾ Velavadar Blackbuck Sanctuary - Gujarat.
 ¾ Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary - Tamil Nadu.
 ¾ Nilgiri biosphere reserve
 ¾ Corbett national park

14.  CARACAL

Why in News?

Recently, The National Board for Wildlife and MoEFCC 
included the caracal, a medium-sized wildcat found in 
parts of Rajasthan and Gujarat, in the list of critically 
endangered species.

About

 ¾ The iconic ears are what give the animal its name                          
caracal comes from the Turkish karakulak, meaning 
‘black ears’. In India, it is called siya gosh, a Persian 
name that translates as ‘black Ear’.

 ¾ The caracal is an elusive, primarily nocturnal animal, 
and sightings are not common. Very few studies have 
been conducted on the wildcat, and there is no reliable 
data on populations now or in the past.

 ¾ In the absence of sightings, several experts fear the                 
caracal could be on the verge of extinction in India 
some estimates put their numbers at no more than 50.

15.  NEW FLY ASH UTILIZATION RULES

Why in News?

Thermal power plants and lignite plants that do not utilize 100 
per cent of the fly ash they generate in an “eco-friendly” 
way will now face penalties, under a new set of rules notified 
by the central government.

of the New Notification

 ¾ It is mandatory for Thermal Power Plants(TPPs) to              
ensure 100% utilization of fly ash within three to 
five years.

 ¾ Existing provisions allow TPPs to fully utilize fly ash in 
a four-year cycle in a staggered manner. 

 ¾ It also introduced fines of Rs 1,000 on non-compliant 
plants under the ‘polluter pays principle’, taking into 
account utilization targets from April 1 next year.

What is polluters pays

 ¾ The ‘polluter pays’ principle is the commonly                     
accepted practice that those who produce pollution 
should bear the costs of managing it to prevent                                                            
damage to human health or the environment.

 ¾ Under this, the collected fines will be deposited in 
the DESIGNATED account of the Central Pollution                  
Control Board (CPCB). 

 ¾ The fine collected by CPCB from the TPPs and other 
defaulters shall be used towards the safe disposal of 
the unutilized ash.
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 ¾ It also deals with unutilized accumulated ash (legacy 
ash) where TPPs will have to utilize it within 10 years 
from the date of publication of final notification in a 
staggered manner.

 ¾ If the utilization of legacy ash is not completed at 
the end of 10 years, a fine of Rs 1000 per ton will be 
imposed on the remaining unutilized quantity which has 
not been fined earlier.

What is Fly ash?

 ¾ Fly ash is a byproduct of coal-based power generation. 
It is a fine powder with substantial amounts of oxides 
of silica, aluminum and calcium.

 ¾ It also contains traces of Arsenic, Boron,                                     
Chromium, lead etc. which leads to air and water            
pollution if disposed on land.

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

 ¾ It is a statutory organization under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change.

 ¾ It was established in 1974 under the Water                               
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act and later 
entrusted with functions and responsibilities under the 
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.

 ¾ The mandate of the Central Pollution Control Board 
is to set environmental standards in India, lay down              
ambient standards and coordinate the activities of 
State Pollution Control Boards.

16. PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT                                   
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 2021

Why in News?

Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and                        
Climate Change vide notification dated 12th August 2021, 
notified the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 
2021. The amendment basically aims to prohibit identified                               
single-use plastic items, having low utility and high                                                                          
littering potentials, by the year 2022.

About

 ¾ Meaning of the term ‘Single-use plastic’ it means 
a      plastic item that is intended to be used only one 
time for the same purpose. After that, it will either be                                                          
disposed of or recycled. Plastic bags, straws, and                           
paper cups are some of the examples of ‘single-use 
plastic commodity’.

Amendment in rules relating to ‘Single-use plastic’-

 ¾ It prohibits the manufacture, stocking, distribution,                 
import, sale, and use of the following ‘single-use plas-

tic commodities (including polystyrene and expanded                 
polystyrene)’ from 1st July 2022-

 ¾ Earbuds with plastic sticks, Plastic flags, Plastic 
sticks for balloons, Ice-cream sticks, Candy sticks,                            
Polystyrene (Thermocol) for decoration, Cups, Plates, 
Cutlery like spoons, forks, straw, knives, wrapping/ 
packing films around sweet boxes, trays, cigarette      
packets, and invitation cards, Glasses,Plastic or PVC 
banners less than 100 microns, Stirrers.

 ¾ Notably, the above prohibition will not apply to                    
commodities made of compostable plastic.

Amendment in thickness of plastic carry bags-

 ¾ Firstly, from 50 microns to 75 microns with effect from 
30th September 2021; and

 ¾ Thereafter, from 75 microns to 120 microns with effect 
from 31st December 2021.

Amendments relating to Marking or Labelling-

 ¾ The producer or brand owner of the carry bags is 
also required to mention the information like name, 
registered number, and thickness of the carry bags. 
Earlier the same applied only to the manufacturer.

 ¾ Multi-layered packaging used for imported goods is               
excluded fromthe requirement of mentioning of name 
and registered number of the manufacturer.

Other important amendments-

 ¾ Definition of the term ‘Non-woven plastic bags’ is                
inserted which means a non-woven plastic bag 
made up of any of the following which is bonded by                                                                               
mechanical or chemical or thermal means- Plastic sheet; 
or Web structure fabric of entangled plastic fibers.

 ¾ The Central Pollution Control Board, along with 
state pollution bodies, will monitor the ban, identify                            
violations, and impose penalties already prescribed           
under the Environmental Protection Act, 1986.

 ¾ The plastic packaging waste, which is not                                  
covered under the phase out of identified single use 
plastic items, shall be collected and managed in an                                       
environmentally sustainable way through the                                                                     
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) of the                
Producer, importer and Brand owner (PIBO), as per 
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.

17.  GROSS ENVIRONMENT PRODUCT(GEP)

Why in News?

On World Environment Day (June 5), Uttarakhand                          
became the first state in India to take into account                         
Gross Environment Product (GEP)while calculating its 
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Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

What is Gross Environment Product(GEP)?

 ¾ GEP is the measure of ecosystem services of any area. 
It reflects the aggregated annual value of goods and 
services provided by ecosystems (forests, water bodies, 
oceans, etc.)     to people in a given region, such as at 
district levels, state, and country.

 ¾ It entails the establishment of a natural capital account-
ing framework by integrating ecological benefits into 
common measures of economic growth such as GDP.

 ¾ Four critical natural resources- Air, Water, Forest 
and Soil- will be assigned monetary values.

 ¾ The quality and quantity of these natural resources 
would determine the GEP of Uttarakhand.

Environmentalists estimate that Uttarakhand through its                     
biodiversity gives services to the tune of Rs 95,112 crore per 
year to the nation.

Advantages offered

 ¾ GEP can be applied as a scientific basis for Eco-                               
Compensation and public financial transfers.

 ¾ For example, Finance Commission’s revenue-sharing 
formula between the Union and the states including  
forest cover as a determining factor in a state’s share.

 ¾ GEP can be applied to measure the status of ecosystem 
services, which is an important indicator of sustainable 
development.

 ¾ It is also a critical indicator for measuring the progress 
of Eco-civilization.

 ¾ Its implementation can help assess the impact of                    
anthropological pressure on our ecosystem and natural 
resources- air, water, soil, forests.

The Himalayan context

 ¾ The Himalayas contribute substantially to the                     
sustainability of the Gangetic Plains where 500                
million people live.

 ¾ The Union government incorporated the value of                 
ecosystem services of its states in national accounting.

 ¾ According to the recommendation of the 12th and 
13th Finance Commissions, grants were transferred 
to forest-rich states in amounts corresponding to 
their forest covers.

 ¾ However, considering only the forest cover in                          
transferring funds to states is inadequate.

18.  ETHANOL BLENDING IN INDIA

Why in News?

Recently, the central government has advanced the target of 
20% ethanol blending in petrol (also called as E20),by five 
years to 2025, from 2030.

About

 ¾ Ethanol extracted from sugarcane as well as                                   
damaged food grains such as wheat and broken rice and                           
agriculture waste is less polluting.

INITIATIVES ALREADY TAKEN

 ¾ The National Policy on Biofuels–2018, provides an 
indicative target of 20% ethanol blending under the 
Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme by 2030.

 ¾ The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
has mandated stickers on vehicles mentioning their 
E20, E85 or E100 compatibility.

 ¾ This will pave the way for flex fuel vehicles.

 ¾ Flex fuel engines can run any ratio of blended petrol 
from E20 to E100.

E100 PILOT PROJECT

 ¾ It has been inaugurated in Pune.

 ¾ TVS Apache two-wheelers are designed to run on 
E80 or pure ethanol (E100).

PRADHAN MANTRI JI-VAN YOJANA, 2019

 ¾ The scheme aims to create an ecosystem for                           
setting up commercial projects and boost Research 
and Development in the 2G Ethanol sector.

GOBAR (GALVANIZING ORGANIC BIO-AGRO               
RESOURCES) DHAN SCHEME, 2018

 ¾ The scheme aims to positively impact village                     
cleanliness and generate wealth and energy from cat-
tle and organic waste.

 ¾ It also aims at creating new rural livelihood                           
opportunities and enhancing income for farmers and 
other rural people.

REPURPOSE USED COOKING OIL (RUCO)

 ¾ The Food Safety and Standards Authority of                         
India (FSSAI) has launched this initiative that will                                    
enable collection and conversion of used cooking oil 
to biodiesel.

 ¾ It is one of the principal biofuels, which is naturally 
produced by the fermentation of sugars by yeasts or via 
petrochemical processes such as ethylene hydration.
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 ¾ Last year, the government had set a target of reaching 
10 per cent ethanol blending in petrol (10 per cent of 
ethanol mixed with 90% of petrol) by 2022 and 20% 
doping by 2030.

 ¾ Currently, about 8.5% ethanol is mixed with petrol as 
against 1-1.5% in 2014.

 ¾ India is the world’s third-biggest oil importer, relying 
on foreign suppliers to meet over 85% of its demand.

Objectives of Ethanol BlendingEnergy Security

 ¾ Increased use of ethanol can help reduce the oil import 
bill. India’s net import cost stands at USD 551 billion 
in 2020-21.

 ¾ The E20 program can save the country USD 4 billion 
(Rs 30,000 crore) per annum.

Incentives for Farmers

 ¾ The oil companies procure ethanol from farmers that 
benefits the sugarcane farmers.

 ¾ Further, the government plans to encourage use of              
water-saving crops, such as maize, to produce ethanol, 
and production of ethanol from non-food feedstock.

19.  GREEN SOHRA AFFORESTATION PRO-
GRAM

Why in News?

The Union Minister of Home Affairs launched the 
‘Green Sohra Afforestation Program’ under which multi                                    
level farming will be adopted for the afforestation of                                                                             
Cherrapunji region.  

About

 ¾ Under the program, Assam Rifles will lead efforts of 
afforestation in the region. 

 ¾ The campaign gave the slogan “Evergreen Northeast”, 
underlining the importance of afforestation and tree 
plantation.

 ¾ 80% of land area will be planted with traditional and 
long lifespan trees while the remaining 20% will be 
used for animal feed, ornamental plants and nursery 
which will meet the needs of people and help reduce 
felling of long lifespan trees.

 ¾ Sohra is the name of Cherrapunji region in Meghalaya. 
Cherrapunji region once used to receive rainfall all year 
round however due to deforestation this situation has 
changed.

Greater Sohra Water Supply Scheme
 ¾ It is a part of the Prime Minister’s ambitious project Jal 

Jeevan Mission.

 ¾ It will be implemented by the Ministry of DoNER and 
the Government of Meghalaya, under the North-East 
Special Infrastructure Scheme.

 ¾ It will provide pure drinking water through taps to 
every household.

 ¾ It has set the target of providing pure drinking                        
water to every household in the state of Meghalaya and 
the    country before the completion of 75 years of                          
Independence and 50 years of Meghalaya.

 ¾ It is an ambitious programme to provide drinking 
water to 280,000 families in the state of Meghalaya, 
which is clubbed into 1874 small projects. 

Multi level farming

 ¾ It is a farming system in which trees or crops of varying 
heights are grown together in a field at the same time. It 
is also known as multi-tier or multistoried cropping 
system. It is a kind of intercropping farming system. 

 ¾ This system is mostly used in orchards and plantation 
crops for maximum use of solar energy. Crops and 
plants of varying height, rooting pattern and duration 
are cultivated together.  

 ¾ In this system, tallest components have foliage of strong 
light demand and shorter components with foliage               
requiring shade. 

 ¾ ICAR has been pushing for Multi-Level Farming as 
it can lead to doubling of farmer income.

20.  BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 2021

Why in news?

Legal experts have expressed concerns that easing the norms 
for the Ayush sector proposed by the Biological Diversity 
Amendment Bill 2021 could be detrimental to ecology and 
go against the principle of sharing commercial benefits with 
indigenous communities.

What is the Biological Diversity Amendment Bill 2021?

 ¾ The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 was enacted for the 
conservation of biological diversity and fair, equitable 
sharing of the monetary benefits from the commercial 
use of biological resources and traditional knowledge. 

 ¾ Now, according to the statement of objectives of      
Biological Diversity (Amendment) Bill, 2021, it seeks 
to reduce the pressure on wild medicinal plants by 
encouraging the cultivation of medicinal plants;     
exempts Ayush practitioners from intimating                                                                                
biodiversity boards for accessing biological re-
sources or knowledge; facilitates fast-tracking of 
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research, simplify the patent application process,                                 
decriminalizes certain offences; bring more foreign 
investments in biological resources, research, patent 
and commercial utilization, without compromising 
the national interest.

Why is the Biodiversity Act 2002 being amended?

 ¾ According to the bill, concerns were raised by                    
Ayush medicine, seed, industry and research                     
sectors urging the government to simplify, streamline 
and reduce the compliance burden to provide for a 
conducive environment for collaborative research and                                                                                           
investments. 

 ¾ Ayush companies have been seeking relaxation of the 
benefit-sharing provisions. 

What are the changes proposed to be introduced by the 
Biological Diversity Amendment Bill 2021?

 ¾ The bill focuses on regulating who can access                         
biological resources and knowledge and how access 
will be monitored.

 ¾ Ayush practitioners have been exempted from the ambit 
of the Act, a huge move because the Ayush industry 
benefits greatly from biological resources in India. 

 ¾ The role of state biodiversity boards has been 
strengthened and better clarified in the bill. 

 ¾ There are also significant changes proposed in the                 
offences section, Violations of the law related to                 
access to biological resources and benefit-sharing 
with communities, which are currently treated as 
criminal offences and are non-bailable, have been 
proposed to be made civil offences.

 ¾ This bill would have been an important opportunity to 
reconcile the domestic law with free prior informed 
consent requirements of the 2010 Nayogya Protocol 
on ABS. 

 ¾ However, their powers have not been enhanced, 
and the proposed amendments also allow for state                             
biodiversity boards to represent BMCs to determine 
terms of benefit sharing.

 ¾ Under the Biodiversity Act 2002, national and state 
biodiversity boards are required to consult the                    
biodiversity management committees (constituted by 
every local body) while taking any decision relating 
to the use of biological resources.

What are the other concerns with the bill?

 ¾ One of the major changes in the new bill is that                         
registered Ayush practitioners who have been                      
practicing indigenous medicine can access any                                                                          

biological resource and its associated knowledge 
for commercial utilization, without giving prior                                       
intimation to the state biodiversity board.

 ¾ The main focus of the bill is to facilitate trade in                  
biodiversity as opposed to conservation, protection of 
biodiversity and knowledge of the local communities. 

 ¾ The amendments are completely contrary to the aim and 
objective of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

21.  INDIA STATE OF FOREST REPORT (ISFR) 
2021

Why in News?

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) has released the India State of Forest Report 
(ISFR) 
2021.

About 

 ¾ ISFR is an assessment of India’s forest and tree cover, 
published every two years by the Forest Survey of India 
under the MoEFCC.

 ¾ The first survey was published in 1987, and ISFR 2021 
is the 17th.

 ¾ It compiles data computed through wall-to-wall                    
mapping of India’s forest cover through remote sensing 
techniques.

 ¾ The report also provides data about India’s                                         
requirements to international organizations like 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and                                                                                    
various conventions and commitments like UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change                                       
(UNFCCC), Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), etc.

How are forests categorized? 

 ¾ The Forest Survey of India has listed four categories of 
forests. They are:

 ¾ Very Dense Forest (with tree canopy density of 70 per 
cent or above)

 ¾ Moderately Dense Forest (tree canopy density of 40 per 
cent or above but less than 70 per cent)

 ¾ Open Forest (tree canopy density of 10 per cent or 
above but less than 40 per cent)

 ¾ Scrub (tree canopy density less than 10 per cent).

Key Findings of the ISFR 2021

INCREASE IN FOREST AND TREE AREA:

 ¾ The forest and tree cover in the country continues 
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to increase. An additional cover of 1,540 square                        
kilometers increased over the past two years.

 ¾ India’s forest cover is now7,13,789 square kilometers 
(21.71% of the country’s geographical area) which is 
an increase from 67% in 2019.

 ¾ Tree cover is defined as all tree patches of size 
less than one hectare occurring outside the                                                                                                                  
recorded forest area. This covers trees in all                 
formations  including scattered trees. Tree cover has 
increased by 721 sq. km.

INCREASE/DECREASE IN FORESTS

 ¾ The states that have shown the highest increase in 
forest cover are Telangana (3.07%), Andhra Pradesh 
(2.22%), and Odisha (1.04%).

 ¾ Five states in the Northeast have shown a loss in                 
forest cover: Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,                                                                               
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Nagaland 

STATES WITH HIGHEST FOREST AREA/COVER

 ¾ Area-wise: Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest 
cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and Maharashtra.

 ¾ Forest cover as a percentage of total geographical 
area: Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Manipur, and Nagaland.

 ¾ The ‘forest area’ denotes the legal status of the land as 
per the government records, whereas the term ‘forest 
cover’ indicates the presence of trees over any land.

MANGROVES

 ¾ Mangroves have increased by 17 sq. km making India’s 
total mangrove cover as 4,992 sq. km.

 ¾ Top 3 states showing mangrove cover increase: Odisha 
(8 sq. km), Maharashtra (4 sq. km), and Karnataka 
(3 sq. km).

FOREST PRONE TO FIRES

 ¾ 46% of the forest cover is prone to forest fires.

 ¾ 81% are extremely prone, 7.85% are very highly prone 
and 11.51% are highly prone.

 ¾ By 2030, 45-64% of forests in India will experience the 
effects of climate change and rising temperatures.

 ¾ Forests in all states (except Assam, Meghalaya,                        
Tripura, and Nagaland) will be highly vulnerable                          
climate hot spots.

 ¾ Ladakh (forest cover 0.1-0.2%) is likely to be the 
most affected.

TOTAL CARBON STOCK

 ¾ Forest carbon stock is the amount of carbon that has 
been sequestered from the atmosphere and stored 
within the forest ecosystem. Such carbon is mainly 
stored within living biomass and soil and to some extent 
in deadwood and litter.

 ¾ The total carbon stock in the country’s forests is                          
estimated at 7,204 million tonnes, showing an increase 
of 79.4 million tonnes since 2019.

BAMBOO FORESTS

 ¾ Bamboo forests have grown from 13,882 million culms 
(stems) in 2019 to 53,336 million culms in 2021.

 ¾ In a first, ISFR 2021 assessed forest cover in tiger 
reserves, tiger corridors, and the Gir forests, home 
of Asiatic lion.

 ¾ The forest cover in tiger corridors has increased by 15 
sq. km (0.32%) between 2011 and 2021 but decreased 
by 22.6 sq. km (0.04%) in tiger reserves.

 ¾ In the last 10 years, forest cover has increased in 20 
tiger reserves and decreased in 32.

Forest cover increased well in

 ¾ Buxa (West Bengal)

 ¾ (Tamil Nadu)

 ¾ Indravati reserves (Chhattisgarh)

The highest losses have been found in

 ¾ Kawal (Telangana)

 ¾ Bhadra (Karnataka)

 ¾ Sunderban Reserve (West Bengal).

 ¾ Pakke tiger reserve in Arunachal Pradesh has the                 
highest forest cover, at nearly 97%.

22. CLIMATE ACTION AND FINANCE                                     
MOBILIZATION DIALOGUE (CAFMD)

Why in News?

Recently, launched in May 2019, it is a partnership project 
between Norway and International Maritime Organization 
(IMO).

About

 ¾ Aim is to transform the shipping industry towards a 
lower carbon future.

 ¾ It is supporting developing countries in meeting their 
commitment towards relevant climate change and        
energy efficiency goals, for international shipping,

 ¾ India has been selected as the first country under 
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this project for conduct of a pilot project related to 
Green Shipping.

23. India’s Newest Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh

In news:

On October 5, the National Tiger Conservation                                        
Authority (NTCA) approved the Chhattisgarh government’s 
proposal to declare the combined areas of the Guru Ghasidas                          
National Park and Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary as a 
Tiger Reserve.

About:

 ¾ The new Reserve is located in the northern part of the 
state, bordering Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand. This 
will be the fourth Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh,             
after the Udanti-Sitanadi, Achanakmar, and                                                                         
Indravati Reserves.

 ¾ Guru Ghasidas National Park is in Koriya district; 
Tamor Pingla is in Surajpur district in the north                
western corner of Chhattisgarh.

 ¾ Guru Ghasidas National Park was the last known 
habitat of the Asiatic cheetah in the country.                    
Originally part of the Sanjay Dubri National Park, 
Guru Ghasidas Park was created as a separate entity in   
Chhattisgarh’s Sarguja region after the formation of the 
state in 2001.

 ¾ Turning Guru Ghasidas into a Tiger Reserve is                         
important because it connects Jharkhand and Madhya 
Pradesh and provides a corridor for tigers to move 
between the Bandhavgarh and Palamau Tiger                 
Reserves.

 ¾ The approval was granted under Section 38V(1) of 
The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 which states that    
“Tiger Conservation Plan: The State Government 
shall, on the recommendation of the Tiger Conservation 
Authority, notify an area as a tiger reserve.”

24.  Landslide and Flood Early Warning System

Why in news?

CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) has 
launched an ‘Environmental Seismology’ group to develop 
a ‘Landslide and Flood Early Warning System’ for the 
Himalayan region based on real-time monitoring with dense 
seismological networks, coupled with satellite data, numerical 
modelling and geomorphic analysis.

 ¾ This would enable a crucial warning several hours 
prior, which will save precious human lives and 
property in future during such events.

Climate change - Cause of landslides and floods 

 ¾ Landslides are common in India’s northern                              
Himalayan region, particularly in the current monsoon 
season when heavy rains lead to subsidence of earth 
and rocks. 

 ¾ The situation is exacerbated by climate change making 
the monsoon more erratic and melting glaciers higher 
in the mountains. 

 ¾ Roads in the region are also often poorly maintained.

About landslide and flood 

 ¾ A landslide is defined as the movement of a mass of 
rock, debris, or earth down a slope. 

 ¾ A high water level that overflows the natural banks 
along any portion of a stream is called a flood. Thus, 
Floods are commonly associated with a stream or river.

25.  One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG)

Why in news?

Green Grids Initiative As part of One Sun, One World, 
One Grid initiative was announced by India and the United                
Kingdom at COP26 to tap solar energy and have it travel 
seamlessly across borders. 

 ¾ The objective included trading energy from sun, wind 
and water across borders to deliver more than enough 
clean energy to meet the needs of everyone on earth.

Key highlights:

 ¾ The initiative was endorsed by more than 80 countries. 

 ¾ The ISRO has developed an application that could                
compute the potential solar energy at any point on 
earth and help decide if it would be suitable for solar 
energy installations.

 ¾ A Ministerial Steering Group will work towards                         
accelerating the making of large solar power stations 
and wind farms in the best locations, linked together 
by continental scale grids crossing national borders. 

 ¾ The Ministerial Steering Group includes France, India, 
the United Kingdom and the United States, and will 
also have representatives from Africa, the Gulf, Latin 
America and Southeast Asia.

26.  Mission 500 GW by 2030

Why in news?

The Mission 500 GW was launched by the Ministry of Power 
and New and Renewable Energy.

 ¾ Under the Mission, India aims to generate 500 GW of 
renewable energy. 
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 ¾ This mission was announced by PM Modi at the 
COP26 held in Glasgow.

Key Highlights:

 ¾ Ministry of Power and New & Renewable Energy 
have issued revised guidelines providing for thermal                     
generation companies to set up renewable energy                
generation capacity either by themselves through                                                                              
developers by open bids and supplying it to the                          
consumers under the existing PPAs.

 ¾  This will enable the replacement of fossil fuel based 
energy by renewable energy under the existing PPAs. 

 ¾ As the cost of renewable energy is less than the cost 
of Thermal energy, the gains from the bundling of                     
renewable energy with thermal will be shared                                                                                
between the generator and Distribution companies/other                    
procurers on a 50:50 basis. 

 ¾ As the renewable energy will be balanced with                  
thermal energy, therefore, the DISCOMs will now 
not need to acquire any separate capacity for balancing 
of renewable energy. This is a very significant step                   
towards achieving the goal of 500 GW of non-fossil 
fuel capacity by 2030. 

 ¾ The distribution companies will be able to count the 
renewable energy supplied under the scheme towards 
their renewable purchase obligation and this will be 
without the financial burden of separate PPA. This 
step by the Central Government will lead to a faster              
energy transition and will be beneficial for both the 
Generators and the Distribution Companies.

List of Tiger Reserve in India: State Wise

Uttarakhand Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve

Rajaji National Park
Uttar Pradesh Dudhwa Tiger Reserve

Pilibhit Tiger Reserve

Telangana Kawal Tiger Reserve Nagarjunsagar

Srisailam Tiger Reserve
Madhya 
Pradesh Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve

Satpura Tiger Reserve

Kanha Tiger Reserve

Panna Tiger Reserve

Pench Tiger Reserve

Sanjay-Dubri Tiger Reserve

Tamil Nadu Anamalai Tiger Reserve

Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve

Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve
West Bengal Buxa Tiger Reserve

Sunderbans Tiger Reserve
Rajasthan Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve

Ranthambore Tiger Reserve

Sariska Tiger Reserve

Ramgarh Visdhari Tiger Reserve
Odisha Satkosia Tiger Reserve

Simlipal Tiger Reserve
Mizoram Dampa Tiger Reserve
Kerala Periyar Tiger Reserve

Parambikulam Tiger Reserve
Karnataka Bandipur Tiger Reserve

Nagarhole Tiger Reserve

Bhadra Tiger Reserve

Anshi Dandeli Tiger Reserve
Jharkhand Palamau Tiger Reserve

Chhattisgarh

Indravati Tiger Reserves

Udanti & Sitanadi Tiger Reserve

Achanakmar Tiger Reserve

Guru Ghasidas National Park and 
Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary as a 
Tiger Reserve.

Bihar Valmiki National Park
Maharashtra Melghat Tiger Reserve

Pench Tiger Reserve

Tadoba Andhari Tiger Project

Sahyadri Tiger reserve

Nagzira-Navegaon Tiger Reserve

Bor Tiger Reserve
Assam Kaziranga Tiger Reserve

Manas Tiger Reserve

Nameri Tiger Reserve

Orang Tiger Reserve
Andhra Pradesh Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve
Arunachal 
Pradesh

Namdapha Tiger Reserve

Pakhui Tiger Reserve
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Science and Tech

1.  5G Trials in India

Why in news?

The Department of Telecommunications allowed private      
telcos Airtel, Reliance Jio and Vi and well as state-run                                     
telco MTNL to start trials for 5G technology as well as its                       
applications in various sectors.

 ¾ The trials will last for 6 months for now.

Objectives of the 5G trials:

 ¾ Testing 5G spectrum propagation characteristics in the 
Indian context.

 ¾ Model tuning and the evaluation of chosen equipment 
and vendors.

 ¾ Testing of indigenous technology.

 ¾ Testing of applications such as tele-medicine,                         
tele-education, augmented, virtual reality and                                                                               
drone-based agricultural monitoring.

 ¾ Testing 5G phones and devices.

About 5G technology:

 ¾ 5G is the fifth generation cellular technology that 
apart from increasing the downloading and uploading 
speeds (speed of 1 Gbps) over the mobile network, also 
reduces the latency i.e. the time taken by a network 
to respond. 

 ¾ It also increases energy efficiency and offers more            
stable network connections. 

 ¾ 5G is also designed to deliver signals more reliably 
than earlier cellular networks

 ¾ 5G will have a wider area in the frequency spectrum 
(range of frequencies) that will ensure no network    
congestion. 

 ¾ In addition, it will also ensure connectivity to a full 
circle i.e. everything is connected to every other thing. 

 ¾ 5G will help facilitate the ecosystem for the Inter-
net of Things (IoT) and to incorporate Artificial                      
Intelligence (AI) in our daily lives and 

 ¾ To get the benefits of 5G, users will have to buy 
new phones, while carriers will need to install new                    
transmission equipment to offer the faster service.

5G mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and                             
high-  frequency spectrum — all of which have their uses 
and limitations.

2.  2-deoxy-D-glucose

Why in news?

Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) approved                            
anti-COVID drug 2-deoxy-D-glucose for emergency use.

 ¾ It is developed by the Institute of Nuclear                                       
Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS), a lab of                                                 
Defence Research and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO), in  collaboration with Dr Reddy’s                                                              
Laboratories (DRL), Hyderabad.

About 2-DG drug

 ¾ The drug ensures faster recovery of hospitalised                      
patients and will reduce supplemental oxygen                                                                            
dependence during clinical trials.

 ¾ It accumulates in infected cells and stops viral                   
synthesis. This accumulation makes the drug unique.

 ¾ The drug comes in a powdered form in sachets. It is 
consumed orally after dissolving in water.

 ¾ 2-DG is a generic molecule and thus can be easily 
produced and made available in plenty in the country.

How are 2-DG accumulated in the cells?

 ¾ The 2-DG is a glucose molecule. It cannot undergo 
further glycolysis. 

 ¾ Glycolysis is the process in which free energy is                     
released.

 ¾  The 2-DG molecules are up taken by the glucose                  
transporters of the cell. 

 ¾ The glucose transporters are membrane proteins that  
facilitate the transport of glucose across plasma 
membrane.

 ¾  This is how the drug reaches the cells. As it cannot 
undergo glycolysis it simply stays in the cells. 

 ¾ Continuous intake of the drug thus leads to                                          
accumulation in the cell.

2-DG as Tumour therapeutic

The cancer cells have higher glucose uptake. Thus, when 
2-DG is injected into cancer patients, it acts as a good marker 
for cancer cells.

3.  Iron Dome rocket defence system

Why in news?

In the recent Israel-Palestine conflict, the night sky over 
Israel has been ablaze with interceptor missiles from Iron 
Dome shooting down the incoming rockets in the sky.
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About Iron Dome:

 ¾ Iron Dome is a multi-mission system capable of                                                                                  
intercepting rockets, artillery, mortars and                                    
Precision Guided Munitions like very short range air 
defence (V-SHORAD) systems as well as aircraft,                                
helicopters and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) over 
short ranges of up to 70 km.

 ¾ It is an all-weather system and can engage multiple 
targets simultaneously and can be deployed over land 
and sea.

 ¾ Iron Dome is jointly manufactured by Rafael Advanced 
Systems and has been in service with Israeli Air Force 
since 2011.

 ¾ The radar system was developed by Elta.

How does it work?

The Iron Dome has three main systems. These systems will 
work together to provide a shield over the area where it is 
deployed, handling multiple threats:

1. It has detection and tracking radar. It tracks any              
incoming threat into Israel

2. It has a battle management and weapon control                     
system (BMC). It predicts the incoming rocket’s                   
trajectory

3. The information picked by the system is then used 
to guide Tamir interceptor missiles. These missiles 
are fired vertically either from mobile units or a static 
launch site. This will detonate the incoming rocket in 
the air by producing explosions in the sky.

Limitations of the system:

 ¾ The system has a ‘saturation point’.

 ¾ It is capable of engaging a certain (unpublished) 
number of targets at the same time, and no more.

 ¾ One of the possible limitations is the system’s                             
inability to cope with very short range threats as                        
estimates put the Iron Dome’s minimum interception 
range at 5-7 kilometres. 

4.  Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code

Why in news?

The new rules for social media platforms and digital news  
outlets, called the Intermediary Guidelines and Digital            
Media Ethics Code, came into effect recently. 

Key Highlights:

 ¾ The guidelines had asked all social media platforms 

to set up a grievances redressal and compliance                 
mechanism, which included appointing a resident 
grievance officer, chief compliance officer and a nodal 
contact person. 

 ¾ The Ministry of Electronics & Information                         
Technology had also asked these platforms to submit 
monthly reports on complaints received from users 
and actions taken. 

 ¾ A third requirement from instant messaging apps was 
to make provisions for tracking the first originator 
of a message. 

 ¾ Failure to comply with any one of these requirements 
would take away the indemnity (security) provided to 
social media intermediaries under Section 79 of the 
Information Technology Act.

Section 79 of the Information Technology Act:

 ¾ Section 79 says any intermediary shall not be held 
legally or otherwise liable for any third party              
information, data, or communication link made 
available or hosted on its platform.

5.  India’s Roadmap to Ethanol

Why in news?

Recently the Prime Minister announced to prepone the 20% 
ethanol blending of petrol to 2025. The government has also 
identified 11 sectors that can leverage resources by recycling 
them through modern technology.

 ¾ Earlier, the government has set targets of 10%     
bioethanol blending of petrol by 2022 and to raise 
it to 20% by 2030 under the Ethanol Blended 
Programme (EBP). By the recent announcement, 
India’s EBP target of %20 will be achieved five years 
earlier.

About  Ethanol:

It is one of the principal Biofuels. 

 ¾ It is naturally produced by the fermentation of                
sugars by yeasts or via petrochemical processes such 
as ethylene hydration.

Recommendations of the Roadmap: 

 ¾ Notify Ethanol Blending Roadmap 

 ¾ Better Infrastructure for Oil Marketing Companies

 ¾ Speed up regulatory clearances 

 ¾ Incentivise Ethanol Blended Vehicle 

 ¾ Lower pricing of ethanol blended Gasoline
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6.  AmbiTAG

In news:

IIT Ropar, Punjab has developed “AmbiTAG”- India’s 
first indigenous temperature data logger for cold chain                              
management.

About AmbiTag:

AmbiTag is the first-of-its-kind Internet of Things(IoT)                        
device. The device will be helpful in following areas. 

 ¾ Secure transportation of vaccines

 ¾ Blood and body organs

 ¾ Perishable products (food and dairy) among others.

How does the device work?

 ¾ The device records real-time ambient temperature                  
during the transportation of perishable products,                    
vaccines, and even body organs and blood.

 ¾ The recorded temperature helps to know whether 
that particular item transported from anywhere in the 
world is still usable or perished because of temperature                     
variation.

Significance:

 ¾ AmbiTAG is India’s first indigenous temperature 
data logger for the cold chain management

 ¾ Moreover, the device is also particularly critical for 
vaccines including the Covid-19 vaccine, organs, and 
blood transportation.

7.  Synthetic Biology & Bio-security

Why in news?

The growth of exponential technologies such as synthetic      
biology is bound to change the theory and practice of national 
security. COVID-19 has quickened the inevitable

About Synthetic biology

 ¾ Synthetic biology is a revolutionary technology that 
can help us manipulate biological organisms and 
processes for human betterment, especially in                         
treating diseases, by re-engineering cells.

 ¾ In 2014, the U.S. Department of Defense categorized 
synthetic biology as one of the six ‘disruptive basic 
research areas’.

 ¾ Unlike the nuclear domain, the fields of bi-
ology or synthetic biology are not regulated                                                           
internationally despite growing military interest in it.

Concerns:

Incomplete Understanding: The rapid rise of synthetic                  
biology in the last two decades and its still-to-be-understood                    
implications haven’t received sufficient attention from the            
security studies or policy communities.  

Deliberate Misuse: While the technology is still not easily 
accessible, the day is not far off when such technologies won’t 
be difficult to access. There is a need to carefully review,             
especially in the wake of the pandemic, the biosecurity                                                                           
systems in place where such technologies are in use.  

Bioweapons: A well-planned attack using highly                                   
infectious pathogens synthetically engineered in a lab could be               
disastrous. This should concern security establishment.

Lacks attention of Policy makers: The linkage between             
national security and synthetic biology is yet to become an 
agenda item in mainstream national security debates. Contrast 
this with the focus on nuclear weapons, facilities and material.

Inadequate International Regulation: 

 ¾ Unlike the nuclear domain, the fields of biology or            
synthetic biology are not regulated internationally                 
despite growing military interest in synthetic biology 
applications and their potential misuse

 ¾ India Uniquely Unprepared: Given poor                                     
disease surveillance, insufficient coordination among                                
various government departments dealing with                                                                           
biosecurity issues, porous borders and ill-trained border 
control institutions and the pathetic state of the health-
care system, India is ill prepared for defending against 
pathogens or dangerous biological organisms attack. 

Way Forward

The November 2021 BTWC review conference must take 
stock of the advances in the field, address the thinning line 
between biotechnology research and bio-weapons research, 
and consider international measures for monitoring and                                 
verification.

8.  World’s First Genetically Modified Rubber: 
Assam

Why in news?

Rubber Board has planted the world’s first genetically                  
modified (GM) rubber at its Sarutari research farm in                
Guwahati, Assam. 

About GM rubber

 ¾ The GM rubber has additional copies of the gene                  
MnSOD, or manganese-containing superoxide                   
dismutase, inserted in the plant.
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 ¾ The plant was developed at the Kerala-based Rubber 
Research Institute of India (RRII).

 ¾ It is expected to tide over the severe cold conditions 
during winter — a major factor affecting the growth of 
young rubber plants in the region.

Why need GM rubber?

 ¾ Natural rubber is a native of warm humid Amazon  
forests and is not naturally suited for the colder                   
conditions in the Northeast, which is one of the largest 
producers of rubber in India.

 ¾ Growth of young rubber plants remains                                           
suspended during the winter months, which are also                                   
characterized by progressive drying of the soil.

 ¾ This is the reason for the long immaturity period of 
this crop in the region.

Significance of GM Rubber: 

 ¾ The GM Rubber is the first GM crop developed                    
exclusively for the North-East. 

 ¾ GM Rubber has the ability to protect itself from the 
adverse effects of severe environmental stresses such as 
cold, drought among others. 

 ¾ There are no plant species in India that can breed with 
natural rubber. Therefore, there is no risk of genes 
flowing from GM rubber into any native species, a 
concern often raised by environmental groups. 

9.  Yuktdhara

Why in news?

New portal under Bhuvan “Yuktdhara” has been released 
that will facilitate planning of new MGNREGA assets using 
Remote Sensing and GIS based information.

Bhuvan Yuktdhara Portal

 ¾ Yuktdhara is a geospatial planning portal meant 
for facilitating Gram Panchayat level planning of                  
MGNREGA activities across India.

 ¾ Portal integrates a wide variety of spatial information 
contents to enable a holistic approach towards planning 
using open-source GIS tool.

 ¾ Subsequent to pan Indian initiative of geo-tagging                
assets created under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA,       
harnessing the strength of GIS for identifying                                                                          
upcoming activities and their locations was a natural 
corollary.

Features of the portal

 ¾ The current level of integration under Yuktdhara, 
as part of Bhuvan, incorporates multi-temporal IRS                           

satellite data of better than 3M detail in natural color, 
digital terrain, thematic layers as wed as locations of 
MGNREGA works and watershed management assets.

 ¾ The interface currently has a Gram Panchayat-                   
specific logo to address planning as well as approval                          
mechanisms intended to ensure the evaluation and                                                               
acceptance of proposed activities.

 ¾ This will be enhanced for other levels of users                     
gradually.

 ¾ Access for other Gram Panchayat will be facilitated 
at the earliest, by addressing the case multiple logins          
created for geo-tagging and moderation.

10.  QSim Toolkit

Why in news?

Quantum Computer Simulator (QSim) Toolkit was launched 
by the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology 
(MeitY).

About QSim:

 ¾ QSim is the first-of-its-kind toolkit, indigenously                   
developed in India.

 ¾ It meant to be a vital tool of learning and                                        
understanding the practical aspects of programming 
with the help of Quantum Computers. It will thus 
bring about a new era of Quantum Computing research 
in India.

 ¾ This toolkit has been developed jointly by scientists of 
IIT Roorkee, C-DAC and IISc Bangalore.

 ¾ It was developed with the support and funding of 
MeitY.

About the toolkit

 ¾ This toolkit was launched in order to enable researchers 
and students to do research in Quantum Computing in a 
cost-effective manner.

 ¾ It allows researchers and students to write and debug 
Quantum Code which is essential to develop Quantum 
Algorithms.

 ¾ It can serve as the essential educational and research 
tool to provide an excellent way to attract students 
and researchers towards the Quantum Technology.

 ¾ QSim creates a platform which will helps students and 
users to acquire skills of programming and designing 
real Quantum Hardware.
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11.  Blue Straggler

Why in news?

Indian researchers have done a comprehensive analysis to 
understand the formation of blue stragglers.

About Blue Straggler

 ¾ Blue stragglers are a class of stars on open or globular 
clusters that stand out as they are bigger and bluer than 
the rest of the stars.

 ¾ They have intrigued scientists who have for long probed 
their origin.

 ¾ It is found in old star clusters and appears to be               
lagging behind most of the other stars in the cluster 
in its evolution toward a cooler, reddish state. 

 ¾ Blue stragglers tend to be strongly concentrated         
toward the centre of the cluster. 

 ¾ Blue stragglers were first discovered by Allan Sandage 
in 1953.

About the study by Indian Researchers:

Indian Researchers have studied 228 clusters with a total of 
868 blue stragglers. They compared the mass of the blue 
stragglers to the mass of the turnoff stars (which are the 
most massive ‘normal’ stars in the cluster) and predicted the                  
formation mechanisms. They have found that:

 ¾ Half of the blue stragglers are formed through mass 
transfer from a close binary companion star,

 ¾ One third are likely formed through collisions of 2 stars 
and

 ¾ The remaining are formed through interactions of more 
than 2 stars.

Significance of this study:

The study will help improve understanding of the stellar 
systems. It will help uncover exciting results in studies of 
large stellar populations including galaxies.

12.  Hansa aircraft

Why in news?

Recently, Hansa New Generation (NG) aircraft successfully 
make its maiden flight from Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) airport.

About Hansa Aircraft:

 ¾ Hansa New Generation (NG) aircraft is an aircraft                
designed and developed by CSIR-NAL. 

Features:

 ¾ Glass cockpit with cabin comfort

 ¾ Highly efficient digitally controlled engine                                      
electrically-operated flaps

 ¾ Long endurance

 ¾ low acquisition

 ¾ Low operating cost. 

 ¾ CSIR-NAL has already identified a private partner and 
series production will start soon.

About National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL)

 ¾ National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), is India’s 
first & largest aerospace firm. 

 ¾ It was established by the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) at Delhi in 1959 and its 
headquarters was later moved to Bangalore in 1960. 

 ¾ It is the only government aerospace R&D laboratory 
in the country’s civilian sector.

13.  Helina Missile

Why in news?

The helicopter-launched Nag Anti-Tank Guided Missile 
(ATGM), Helina, being developed indigenously by DRDO, 
has completed all trials.

About Nag ATGM, HELINA

 ¾ It is a third-generation fire-and-forget class anti-tank 
guided missile (ATGM) system mounted on the                
Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH). 

 ¾ The anti-tank guided missile (ATGM) system has a                   
minimum range of 500 m and a maximum range of 7 
km. 

 ¾ Guided by an Infrared Imaging Seeker (IIR),                       
HELINA is one of the world’s most advanced weapons. 

 ¾ With an all-weather day and night capability, the                  
system can beat the enemy tanks through the                                                                                    
conventional armour and can also destroy the explosive 
reactive armour. 

 ¾ The missile is capable of engaging the targets both in 
the direct hit mode and top attack mode. 

 ¾ Indian Air Force (IAF) has asked for the feasibility of 
integrating the HELINA on the soon-to-be inducted 
Light Combat Helicopter (LCH).
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14.  Dark energy

Why in news

Recently, an international team of researchers made the first 
recognized direct detection of dark energy. 

XENON1T experiment and key findings- 

 ¾ The XENON1T experiment is the world’s most                     
sensitive dark matter experiment and was operated 
deep underground at the INFN Laboratori Nazionali 
del Gran Sasso in Italy. 

 ¾ The finding also suggests that experiments like                          
XENON1T, which are designed to detect dark                
matter, could also be used to detect dark energy.

About Dark energy:

 ¾ Dark energy is the name given to the mysterious force 
that’s causing the rate of expansion of our universe to 
accelerate over time, rather than to slow down.

 ¾ Dark matter is a component of the universe whose 
presence is discerned from its gravitational                                     
attraction rather than its luminosity.

 ¾ Unlike normal matter, dark matter does not interact 
with the electromagnetic force.

 ¾ This means it does not absorb, reflect or emit light, 
making it extremely hard to spot.

 ¾ In fact, researchers have been able to infer the exist-
ence of dark matter only from the gravitational effect it 
seems to have on visible matter.

Difference between Dark energy and Dark Matters:

15.  Hypersonic missile

Why in news?

Recently, North Korea has successfully tested a new                        
hypersonic glide missile.

About Hypersonic missile:

 ¾ A hypersonic missile is a vehicle that achieves a speed 
five times faster than the speed of sound, crossing 
Mach 5.

 ¾ These missiles travel at a speed of around 6,115 km 
per hour, with a combination of technology and                            
manoeuvrability of ballistic missiles and cruise missiles.

 ¾ Technology Used: Most hypersonic vehicles primarily 
use scramjet technology, which is a type of Air Breathing 
propulsion System.

 ¾ This is an extremely complex technology, which also 
needs to be able to handle high temperatures, making 
the hypersonic systems extremely costly.

Types of Hypersonic Weapons

There are two classes of hypersonic weapons:

1. Hypersonic glide vehicles (HGV): They are launched 
from a rocket before gliding to a target.

2. Hypersonic cruise missiles (HCM): They are powered 
by high-speed, air-breathing engines, or scramjets, after 
acquiring their target.

16.  Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission

In news:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ayushman Bharat 
Digital Mission on September 27, 2021.

Key components:

 ¾ A health ID for every citizen that will also work as 
their health account, to which personal health records 
can be linked and viewed with the help of a mobile 
application; 

 ¾ A Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) and 
Healthcare Facilities Registries (HFR) that will 
act as a repository of all healthcare providers across 
both modern and traditional systems of medicine                                       
ensuring ease of doing business for doctors/hospitals 
and healthcare service providers

17. NASA’s Lucy mission

Why in news?

American Space Agency, NASA, launched the first-of-its kind 
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mission on October 16, 2021 to study the Trojan asteroids of 
Jupiter.

About Lucy Mission

 ¾ Lucy will fly by eight Jupiter asteroids—seven Trojans 
and one main-belt asteroid — over the next 12 years.

 ¾ It is NASA’s first single spacecraft mission in history to 
explore so many different asteroids.

 ¾ Lucy will run on solar power out to 850 million                 
kilometers away from the Sun.

 ¾ This makes it the farthest-flung solar powered                 
spacecraft ever, according to NASA.

About Trojan asteroid

 ¾ Jupiter trojans are also called as trojan asteroids. These 
are a large group of asteroids which share the orbit of 
planet Jupiter around the Sun.

 ¾ Each trojan revolves around one of Jupiter’s stable                
Lagrange points, either L4 or L5.

 ¾ They are distributed in two elongated and curved               
regions around these Lagrangian points.

About Asteroids:

These are Rocky objects revolving around the sun that are 
too small to be called planets. 

Classification based on their orbits:

 ¾ Main asteroid belt b/w Mars and Jupiter.

 ¾ Trojan asteroids orbit a larger planet in two                                       
special places, known as Lagrange points, where the                                       
gravitational pull of the sun and the planet are balanced.

 � NASA reports the presence of Jupiter, Neptune 
and Mars trojans. In 2011, they reported an 
Earth trojan as well.

Near-Earth Asteroids (NEA), circle closer to Earth than the 
sun.

18.  DigiSaksham

Why in news?

The minister for Labour and Employment has launched 
a digital skills programme (DigiSaksham) to enhance the 
employability of youth by imparting digital skills that are                   
required in an increasingly technology-driven era.

About DigiSaksham:

 ¾ The joint initiative with Microsoft India is an                                                                               
extension of the Government’s ongoing programs 
to support the youth from rural and semi-urban                  
areas belonging to disadvantaged communities,                   
including those who have lost their jobs due to                                                                  
Covid-19 pandemic.

 ¾ Free of cost training in digital skills including basic 
skills as well as advanced computing, will be provided 
to more than 3 lakh youths in the first year. 

 ¾ The Jobseekers can access the training through National 
Career Service (NCS) Portal (www.ncs.gov.in). 

There will be basically three types of training

 ¾ Digital Skills – Self paced learning, 

 ¾ VILT mode training (Virtual Instructor led) 

 ¾ ILT mode training (Instructor led)

 ¾ The ILT training which is in person training would be 
conducted at the Model Career Centres (MCCs) and 
National Career Service Centres (NCSC) for SCs/STs 
across the country.

 ¾ Nearly one crore active job seekers registered on NCS 
Portal will be able to access training in areas like                           
Javascript, Data Visualisation, Advance Excel, Pow-
er Bi, HTML, Programming languages, software                                                               
development fundamentals.

 ¾ It will be implemented in the field by Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme India (AKRSP-I).

19.  Hara Bhara campaign

Why in news?

The Telangana government recently launched the drone-based 
afforestation project named ‘Hara Bhara’.

About the campaign:

 ¾ India’s first aerial seeding campaign by a                                      
Seedcopter drone at the KBR Park in Hyderabad was 
launched by Actor Rana Daggubati, who is the brand                             
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ambassador of the project.

 ¾ The state Department of Information technology,                   
Electronics and Communications and Department 
of Forest have partnered with Marut Drones, a                                                                            
Hyderabad-based drone technology startup, for the   
first-of-its-kind project in India.

 ¾ This project uses drones to disperse seed balls                        
prepared by the local women and welfare                                                                     
communities, over thin, barren and empty forest 
lands to turn them into lush green abodes of trees. 

 ¾ Under rapid reforestation by drones, 50 lakh trees will 
be planted in about 12,000 hectares of land in forests 
across all the 33 districts in the state.

 ¾ The campaign is expected to accelerate the mission 
of Green Telangana under the ‘Haritha Haram’                  
programme.

 ¾ The process begins with a field survey and mapping 
of the terrain area to understand the ecosystem and 
demarcate the areas needing urgent attention.

 ¾ This is used to determine the number and species of 
trees that can be planted in the barren land based on the 
soil, climate, and other parameters. 

20.  One Health Consortium

Why in news?

The Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of                   
Science and Technology, supported a mega consortium on 
‘One Health’ and launched the First ‘One Health’ project of 
DBT.

About One Health consortium

 ¾ This programme envisages carrying out surveillance 
of important bacterial, viral and parasitic infections 
of zoonotic and transboundary pathogens in India.

 ¾ Use of existing diagnostic tests and the development of 
additional methodologies when required are mandated 
for the surveillance and for understanding the spread of 
emerging diseases.

 ¾ This Consortium, consisting of 27 organisations led 
by DBT-National Institute of Animal Biotechnology, 
Hyderabad, is one of the biggest one health programs 
launched by Govt of India in post-COVID times. 

 ¾ The One health consortium consists of AIIMS,                        
Delhi, AIIMS Jodhpur, IVRI, Bareilly, GADVASU, 
Ludhiana, TANUVAS, Chennai, MAFSU, Nagpur, 
Assam agricultural and veterinary university and 
many more ICAR, ICMR centres and wildlife agencies.

 ¾ COVID-19 pandemic showed the relevance of ‘One 

Health’ principles in the governance of infectious                 
diseases, especially efforts to prevent and contain                  
zoonotic diseases throughout the world. 

 ¾ Sensing this urgent need, the Department of                                    
Biotechnology (DBT) has supported a mega                                                                    
consortium on ‘One Health’.

21.  eSanjeevani

Why in news?

Union Health Ministry’s National Telemedicine Service 
– eSanjeevani has crossed another milestone by completing 7 
million (70 lakh) consultations. 

About E-Sanjeevani:

 ¾ Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has launched 
two variants of eSanjeevani namely – doctor to doctor                
(eSanjeevani AB-HWC) in the hub and spoke model 
and patient to doctor (eSanjeevaniOPD).

 ¾ E-Sanjeevani OPD (out-patient department) is a                     
telemedicine variant for the public to seek health                                                                     
services remotely; it was rolled out on 13th of April 
2020 during the first lockdown in the country.

 ¾ It enables virtual meetings between the patients and 
doctors & specialists from geographically dispersed 
locations, through video conferencing that occurs in  
real-time.

 ¾ At the end of these remote consultations, eSanjeevani 
generates electronic prescriptions which can be used 
for sourcing medicines.

 ¾ Andhra Pradesh was the first state to roll out                        
eSanjeevani AB-HWC services in November 2019.

Benefits of telemedicine

Telemedicine benefits patients in the following ways:

 ¾ Transportation: Patients can avoid spending gas                   
money or wasting time in traffic with video                                                                                         
consultations.

 ¾ No missing work: Today, individuals can schedule a 
consultation during a work break or even after work 
hours.

 ¾ Childcare/Eldercare Challenges: Those who struggle 
to find care options can use telemedicine solutions.

22. Amended Technology Upgradation Fund 
Scheme (ATUFS)

In news:

Union Minister of Textiles reviewed the Amended                            
Technology Up-gradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS) to boost the                           
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Indian textile industry by enabling the ease of doing business,                 
bolstering exports and fuelling employment.

About ATUFS:

 ¾ The Ministry of Textiles had introduced Technology 
Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS) in 1999.

 ¾ It is a credit linked subsidy scheme intended for                  
modernization and technology up-gradation of the                   
Indian textile industry.

 ¾ It aims at promoting ease of doing business,                           
generating employment and promoting exports. 
Since then, the scheme has been implemented in                               
different versions.

 ¾ The ongoing ATUFS has been approved in 2016 and 
implemented through web based iTUFS platform.

 ¾ Capital Investment Subsidy is provided to benchmarked 
machinery installed by the industry after physical 
verification.

23.  Project-15B stealth guided missile destroyers

Why in news?

The first ship of the four Project-15B state-of-the-art stealth 
guided missile destroyers, Visakhapatnam, being built at 
the Mazgaon Docks Limited (MDL), was delivered to the 
Navy recently.

About Project 15B:

 ¾ The project 15B ships are follow on of the                                      
Kolkata class (Project 15A) destroyers (INS Kolkata, 
INS Kochi, and INS Chennai).

 ¾ Four Ships are to be developed under this Project.

 ¾ The four ships are:

 � Visakhapatnam

 � Mormugao

 � Imphal

 � Surat

 ¾ These ships feature enhanced stealth features over 
the earlier class which make it difficult to detect and 
also feature significant advances in automation and                        
networking.

 ¾ These ships are propelled by four gas turbines in 
Combined Gas and Gas (COGAG) configuration.

Significance:

 ¾ The guided-missile Destroyers are deployed for                  
various responsibilities like escort duties with the               
Carrier Battle Group to protect the Naval fleet against 
any air, surface, and underwater threats.

 ¾ These modern warships shall also give an extended     
Indo-Pacific capability to the Indian Navy against an 
ever-growing fleet of Chinese submarines.

24.   Defence Technology and Trade Initiative 
(DTTI)

Why in news?

Recently, the 11th Defence Technology and Trade Initiative 
(DTTI) Group meeting between India and the United States 
(US) was held virtually.

About DTTI

 ¾ DTTI came about to expedite the scope of cooperation 
on defence technology that become narrow due to the 
presence of differing bureaucratic processes and legal 
requirements.

 ¾ Essentially, DTTI is an initiative to provide increased 
US senior level oversight and engagement to get beyond 
these obstacles.

 ¾ It is led by Undersecretary of Defence for Acquisition 
and Sustainment from the United States and Secretary 
for Defence Protection.

Key Highlights of the recent meeting:

 ¾ Co-chairs agree on a revised Statement of                                       
Intent to strengthen dialogue on defence technology 
cooperation.

 ¾ First Project Agreement for Air-Launched Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle under Joint Working Group Air Systems 
signed.

 ¾ Defence Industry Collaboration Forum                                               
Virtual Expo was conducted to further encourage the                           
development of niche technologies.

 ¾ DTTI Group aims to create opportunities for                             
co-production &co-development of defence equipment.

25.  ASIGMA

Why in news?

Indian Army launched a contemporary messaging application 
named ASIGMA.

About ASIGMA:

 ¾ It is a web-based communication platform developed 
to meet real-time data transfer and messaging 
requirements of the Army.

 ¾ Developed by:  It has been developed entirely in-house 
by a team of officers of the Corps of Signals of the 
Army. 
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 ¾ Where will it be deployed: The application is 
being deployed on the Army’s internal network as a 
replacement of the Army Wide Area Network (AWAN) 
messaging application, which has been in service for the 
past 15 years.

 ¾ Features: The app has a variety of contemporary features 
including multi-level security, message prioritisation and 
tracking, a dynamic global address book and various 
options to meet the Army’s requirements. 

 ¾ Significance: The app meets all futuristic user 
requirements and boasts of an enhanced user experience. 
It is also in line with the Government of India’s,

26.  GitHub

Why in news?

The open-source software repository service GitHub is in 
the news after it was used to create and share an offensively 
named app that sexually harassed Muslim women in India.

About GitHub:

 ¾ GitHub is the world’s largest open-source developer 
community platform where users upload their projects 
and code for others to view, edit, and tweak.

 ¾ The idea of GitHub is that, any developer can                          
upload whatever software code or app code or                             
software idea they have on the platform, and have                                                  
others  collaborate with them to help improve it, find 
errors, and fix               problems.

 ¾ The platform uses the software Git, which was                        
created in 2005 by Linus Trovalds, the developer 
of the open-source operating system Linux, to track  
changes in a set of files and for coordination in software 
development.

HIMACHAL CURRENT AFFAIRS

 MAY 2021

1 Chief Minister has launched a Dedicated                                                                         
CovidHelpline at Mukhyamantri Sewa 
Sankalp Helpline 1100 for Facilitating the                               
people regarding Covid related issues.

2 Telemedicine Centre to Aid of Spiti Residents.

 ¾ Apollo Telemedicine Centre at Kaza in Lahaul-Spiti 
district is proving to be a boon for Residents of the Spiti 
valley.

 ¾ The Centre was set up in April 2015 to provide                    
medical care on the doorstep of residents.

 ¾ There are 172 types of Medicines that are                                       
provided Free of cost to patients according to the                   
doctor’s  perception.

3 The Wheat Procurement by Food Corporation 
of India (FCI).

 ¾ Around 4500 MT has been Procured against the total 
of 3100 MT Last year.

 ¾ Eight Procurement Centres have been opened in 
Paonta Sahib and Kala Amb (Sirmaur), Kanger 
and Takrala (Una), Fatehpur and Thakurdwara                     
(Kangra), Nalagarh (Solan) and Patta (Bilaspur) 
thereby saving time and money of farmers.

 � As many as 1124 farmers benefited to the tune 
of Rs 9.01 crore.

 � Expected wheat production during 2020-22 is 
6.72 lakh MT.

 � Token system introduced at procurement centres.

4 Sumdho-Kaza-Gramphu road .

 ¾ The Border Road Organisation (BRO) to restore 
Sumdho-Kaza-Gramphu road at the earliest.

Importance of Sumdho-Kaza-Graphu road:

 ¾ It connects Lahaul valley and Kinnaur district with spiti 
region.

 ¾ This Road is Strategically Important. Lahaul Spiti and 
Kinnaur districts of Himachal Pradesh share Bounderies 
with China. Hence, this Road is crucial for Defence 
purpose as well.
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5 Pharmaceuticals products, DGCI and API.

 ¾ To Check Hoarding, DCGI seeks information on API 
stock and its use.

 ¾ Indiscriminate over stocking can be easily checked by 
comparing the export data.

 ¾ The Drug Controller General of India (DGCI) has 
sought information about the stocks, sources and us-
age of Raw material, Active pharmaceutical Ingredi-
ents (API) in various formulations from State Drugs                   
Controller (SDC) following an unprecented  rise in 
their prices.

 ¾ Corrective measures will avoid the shortage of several 
covid drugs.

6 Bio-medical Waste Disposal facility in                   
Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ There is setup of one new common Bio-medical Waste 
Treatment and Disposal Facility (CBWTF) at Pando-
ga in Una.

 ¾ H.P. has enhanced its Bio-medical Waste incineration 
capacity from 2.4 metric ton (MT) per day to 6.4 MT 
per day .

 ¾ Till now there were two CBWTFs operating at Sandli 
in Solan District and Dugiari in Kangra District cater-
ing to requirements of various health care institutions of 
Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ It is mandatory for every institution involved in Han-
dling, Treatment, and Disposal of waste during  testing/
diagnostic/treatment/quarantine of Covid-19 tracking 
application, which is being monitored by the state board 
as well as CPCB on daily basis.

7 Komic village in Lahaul and Spiti District.

 ¾ The World’s Highest Motorable village of Komic in the 
remote Spiti valley of Himachal’s tribal Lahaul and Spi-
ti district has achieved 100% vaccination against Cov-
id-19 for residents above the age of 44 years.

8 Black fungus.

 ¾ Himachal declared Black Fungus an Epidemic and 
brought into force regulations related to the disease for 
a period of one year.

 ¾ Under the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, the                            
government has notified the Himachal Pradesh                      
Epidemic Diseases (Mucormycosis) Regulations, 
2021.

9 Himachal Covid Care Mobile app to connect 
Covid patients with doctors.

 ¾ To Facilitate the home isolated Covid-19 patients, 
the State Government has launched Himachal Covid 
Care mobile app to connect Asymptomatic or mildly                    
Symptomatic Patients with their Designated Doctors. 

 ¾ Through this app, Doctors will be able to monitor the 
Health status of Covid-19 positive patients regularly and 
make quick decision regarding Hospitalization of the 
critical patient, if required.

 10 Tribal status sought for 21 Bharmour 
Panchayats.

 ¾ The Gramin Welfare Society, Samara-Lihal of                   
Bharmour, has reiterated its demand for granting   
Tribal status to 21 Panchayats which fall in Bharmour 
assembly constituency of Chamba District.

 ¾ These 21 non-tribal panchayats of Bharmour tribal                
constituency are a part of the Mandi Lok Sabha Con-
stituency.

10  Himachal Pradesh Ceiling on Land holding 
Act, 1972.

 ¾ The Cabinet rejected a move to allow a religious sect 
in Himachal Pradesh to sell the surplus land with it, 
which had been gifted to it by its followers.

 ¾ As it was against the spirit of the Himachal Pradesh 
Ceiling on Land Holdings Act, 1972.

 ¾ Religious and Charitable Institutions in Himachal have 
been allowed to retain excess land then permissible un-
der the 1972 Act, which they cannot sell.

 ¾ It was under section 5 of the Himachal Pradesh Ceiling 
on Land Holdings Act, 1972 that exemption had been 
granted to Tea estates, owned both by State and Central 
Government, registered cooperative Framing Societies 
and HP Agricultural University to retain more than 150 
Bighas of Land.

 ¾ As per the Himachal Pradesh Ceiling of Land                           
Holdings(Amendment)Act of 1999 that a complete ban 
was put on the sale of land under tea cultivation and 
gave the government the power to acquire it if put to 
any other use.

11 Person in news: Shiv Kumar.

 ¾ Forest officer Shiv Kumar was conferred with the                     
India Biodiversity Award on May 2022 for the                    
conservation of Snow Leopard in Lahaul & Spiti.

 ¾ He initiated a dialogue with local Mahila Mandals and 
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local Residents to sensitise them against the practice of 
Hunting Wild Animals.

 ¾ As a result, count of rare species of Snow Leopard has 
increased in the District considerably.

12 Sirsa river of Baddi of Solan District.

 ¾ Baddi’s Sirsa river awash with High level of                              
Antibiotics like Ciprofloxacin.

 ¾ Ciprofloxacin is an Antibiotic used to treat a number of 
Bacterial infections, inculding Bone and joint infections 
, Respiratory tract infections, Skin infections, Typhoid 
fever etc.

 ¾ An NGO,The India Veterans Forum for Transparency 
in Public Life has conducted a first-of-its-kind study to 
find out  content of antibiotics .

 ¾ As per the study of BNP Singh showed that the level 
of Ciprofloxacin  was extremely high, and in some 
instances, it is about 1500 times  the Basic safe limits .

13 e-Sanjeevani.

 ¾ 80 k consultations done through e-Sanjeevani.

 ¾ Himachal is among the Top States to provide services 
through Telemedicine.

 ¾ The maximum consultations have been through Health 
and Wellness Centres situated in Solan District.

 ¾ The Services are being provided by Specialist Hubs at 
the IGMC in Shimla , Tanda Hospital and Nerchowk 
Hospital in Mandi.

 ¾ The State is in process of establishing another Specialist 
Hub at Dr. Radhakrishan Government Medical College 
and Hospital Hamirpur.

15 The Indian National trust for Art and Cultur-
al Heritage (INTACH).

 ¾ INTACH will take up the restoration of the Devi 
Kothi temple, Tehsil Churah in District Chamba in                           
collaboration with the District  administration of                                                                  
Chamba.

 ¾ Expertise will be provided by INTACH free of charge.

About Devi Kothi temple:

 ¾ The Devi Kothi temple, in Chamba district of                                   
Himachal Pradesh, was constructed by Raja Umed 
Singh in 1754 CE.

 ¾ The temple walls decorated with murals bear strong  
stylistic similarities with the miniature painting tradition 
in Chamba during the mid-eighteenth century. 

 ¾ The Churah (literally, four paths) valley, where the 
Devi temple stands, is dedicated to goddess Chamunda

JUNE 2021  

1 Shimla  Ridge.

 ¾ Experts from IIT (Roorkee) inspected the sink-
ing Shimla Ridge so that   Stabilization Measures 
could be taken based on extensive Geological Strata                    
Studies.

Why the Problem recurs? 

 ¾ The Portion of the Ridge opposite the Gaiety                            
Theatre and Ashiana  Restaurant has been sinking 
and developing cracks.

 ¾ Some of the structures like the Padam Dev Complex, 
established almost 20 years ago, were not on a stable 
ground.

 ¾ Many of these structures had come up on Debris, which 
resulted in the sinking of the Ridge.

2 Ropeway Connectivity in Himachal Pradesh. 

ROPEWAY PROJECTS DISTRICT

 ¾ Sri Adi Himani-Chamunda ji  � Kangra

 ¾ Palchan- Rohtang  � Kullu

 ¾ Bhuntar-Bijli Mahadev  � Kullu 

Chief Minister held Discussion with Union Minister                                    
Nirmala Sitharaman  for considering Ropeway connectivity 
as an  alternate mode of connectivity under Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojna.

3 KUHALS IN HP 

 ¾ Kuhals are a Traditional Irrigation system in                                 
Himachal Pradesh- surface channels diverting water 
from natural flowing streams (Khuds).

 ¾ Palampur Municipal Corporation (newly formed 
Municipal Corporation) has started to clean Kirpal 
Chand Khul. 

About Kirpal Chand Khul:  Kripal chand Khul is a 300 
years old Khul , which originates from the Neugal river. It 
is considered to be the lifeline for over one lakh residents of 
100 villages of Palampur in district Kangra .

Municipal Corporation of H.P: At present they are 5 in                   

number namely: Shimla,Solan, Mandi,Dharamshala,-
Palampur.

4 Startup System in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ CII will work with new age Businesses to foster Entre-
preneurship & Innovation to improve the overall Startup 
System of Himachal Pradesh.
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 ¾ H.P Startup number increased from 27 to 117 from year 
2018 to 2021.

About H.P. Startup  system :

“Chief Minister’s Startup/Innovation Projects/New Indus-
tries Scheme”

Aims and Objectives 

i.) Self-employment/ employment generation and income 
generation. 

ii.) To promote new ideas/ products and processes                      
suitable for commercialization through startups.

iii.) Set up Incubators/Incubation Centers in the state.

iv.) Handhold new enterprises and entrepreneurs. 

v.) Help entrepreneurs gain knowledge, expertise and 
avail assistance as provided under various schemes 
being implemented by State/Central Govt./Other in-
stitutions.

vi.) Facilitate and promote innovation 

vii.) Facilitate startups and Innovation Projects 

viii.) To facilitate creation of incubation space

ix.) Facilitate adequate investment to startups

x.) Facilitate venture capital funding

xi.) Promote Human Capital 

xii.) To promote Industrial development in the State

Ecosystems for Innovation Projects/Start-ups

The Govt. will encourage Host Institutes (HIs) like the                   
reputed technology (IIT, NIT, etc.), management (IIM, 
etc.) and R & D institutes (CSIR institutes located in state), 
other institutions (Universities) and private universities/En-
gineering Colleges which are in existence for at least 5 years 
as on 31.3.2016 in the state to set up Incubators/Incubation 
Centers in the State.

 ¾ Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) :is a non-prof-
it and non-governmental organization created by advi-
sory and consultative developers to achieve a conducive 
atmosphere for the growth of Industry and civil society 
in India. 

 ¾ Founded in 1895, it has over 8,000 members, both from 
the public and from private sectors.

5 Monal : Former State Bird of Himachal Pradesh 

 ¾ Monal was poached by Hunters for its crest which has 
immense demand from people living in higher reaches 
of the State.

 ¾ A single plume of Monal can fetch anything from Rs 
70000 to Rs 1 lakh.

 ¾  The Monal Breeding centre of wildlife  at Manali  for 
their conservation.

 ¾  Nehru Pheasantry was Established in 1984 to Conserve 
Monal species.

 ¾ Male Bird is known as Monal while Female is known 
as Kardi.

6 Palchan-Rohtang Ropeway Project.

 ¾ National Green Tribunal (NGT) ordered the Govern-
ment to speed up work on Palchan – Rohtang ropeway 
Project.

 ¾ The proposed Palchan Rohtang Ropeway Project is 
about 8.6 km.

7 Kangra launched new map. It has been                     
prepared by the centre for GEO-INFOR-
MATICS of the Agricultural University in                         
coordination with District Administration.

 8 National Family Health Survey-5(2019-20).

 ¾ According to National family health survey, NFHS-
5(2019-20) estimates indicates that less than  30%  
of the population is covered by any Health Insurance 
scheme and only around  3% of the private hospitals are 
eligible for AB-PMJAY. 

 ¾ Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya                                    
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) is a part of the Indian                                                                    
Government’s National Health Policy. The system helps                    
verify the individuals and their family members and the                                                                                 
process is also used to issue an e-card to the Benefi-
ciaries.

 9 Climate Smart City Ratings.

 ¾ Shimla secured 16th place and Dharamshala                               
secured 90th in Climate Smart City Ratings launched by                      
MOHUA (Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs)

 ¾ Lagging Areas: Urban Mobility & Water Management.

 ¾ Well Performing Areas: Robust Waste Management 
right from collection to disposal.

 10.     Medicinal Plants.

 ¾ Farmers are getting financial aid to cultivate medic-
inal plants. State is providing Financial Assistance to 
Farmers in different Agro-climatic  zones for cultivating 
Medicinal Plants under the National Ayush  Mission.

 ¾ A total of 643 species of Medicinal Plants are                         
identified in Himachal Pradesh.

10.      Tunnel beneath JOT pass in Chamba.



79CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 2021 - MARCH 2022

 ¾ NGO Chief has said Tunnel beneath JOT can save 
Trees.

 ¾ Founder and president of the Himalaya Bachao Samiti, 
Kulbushan Upmanyu has pleaded for giving priority 
to the construction of chamba –chawari tunnel beneath 
the jot pass, which could save felling of trees while 
constructing the Draman- chamba –pangi national 
highway.

11 Industrial Development Scheme (IDS).

 ¾ To translate the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOUs) into reality  the extension of IDS for two  more 
years until 2024  has been given.

 ¾ Industrial Development Scheme(IDS) provides Interest 
Subvention, Income tax reimbursement, Transport sub-
sidy, GST reimbursement. 

12 Traditional Perfoming  Art ‘Behropiya’.

 ¾ Amid the Covid-19 outbreak , traditional performing 
art ”Behropiya” (impressionist) has been revived with 
folk artistes choosing this medium to spread awareness 
among the masses in a comical way.

 ¾ The Characters are from folk dramas popular in                       
the Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ The Artistes use lines such as ”Baat Hamari Hai Khas, 
Muh Par Lagao Mask” and other catchy phrases to                                                 
attract people.

13 Ethanol Plant in Himachal Plant.

 ¾ Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) 
will set up a Rs 400 crore grain- based ethanol plant 
with a capacity of 125 KL per day in Una District.

 ¾ The State government will provide about 70 acres for 
the plant and a rail-fed POL terminal of higher capacity.

 ¾ Major raw materials such as Rice and Maize will be 
procured from Kangra, Hamirpur, Bilaspur and Una 
districts, besides Hoshiarpur and Rupnagar Districts of 
Punjab.

 ¾ The Project will provide direct and indirect employment 
to about 300 persons.

JULY 2021 

1.   EFFORTS ON TO MAKE HP AS NATURAL 
FARMING STATE.

 ¾ The National Webinar on realization of mission                    
Natural Farming being addressed by C.M.

 ¾ Natural Farming is being promoted under scheme 

“Prakritik Kheti Khushal Kisan yojna” 

 ¾ 9.61 lakh farmers of state were being encouraged to 
adopt Natural farming to fulfill the mission of HP  as  
Natural Farming State.

 ¾ 1.28 lakh Farmers have already been Trained in                 
Natural Farming.

 ¾ A provision of 25 crore had been made in budget                  
presentation in year 2018 by State government.

 ¾ The Government was also endeavoring to evolve a 
mechanism for the certification of natural farming so 
that they could fetch better price.

2.   The H.P. High Court bid farewell to Chief 
Justice L. Narayana Swamy.

 ¾ Justice Ravi Malimath would be acting Chief Justice.

3.   Ashwanini rivulet in Solan district got                        
polluted.

 ¾ D.C. has imposed  section144 CrPC restricting the 
people’s entry in river area under Kandaghat sub                             
division of District.

 ¾ According to Reports, Tourists and revelers have been 
polluting the water source.

 ¾ Ashwani rivulet is the source of drinking water for 
solan city and surrounding areas.

4.    In Himachal , 75% of abduction cases involve 
school-going girls.

 ¾ Of 344 cases of abduction registered year 2020, 283 
was analysed by the authorities .

 ¾ It was found that most cases were of elopement                         
involving school girls.

 ¾ Shimla District reported the Highest cases (252),                  
followed by Mandi (226) and Kangra(203).

5.  The First Drive in Covid Testing Centre opens 
in Dharamshala.

 ¾ The General public, including Tourists, will get the fa-
cility of Covid testing at the centre.

6.   NIT- Hamirpur grabs 18th rank in the country 
in a survey conducted by a magazine group in 
collaboration with the Marketing and Devlop-
ment Research Associates(MDRA) this year.

 ¾ NIT-Hamirpur participated in this ranking for the 
First time and  scored 1534.2 marks out of 2000.
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7.    CSIR-IHBT celebrated its 39th Foundation 
Day on 2nd July 2021.

 ¾ This Institute is providing end-to-end Agro-                                 
technology  to farmers for cultivation of  Heeng (asafet-
ida) and  Saffron .

 ¾ It is Playing a significant role in cultivation of floral, 
aromatic crops and Honey production.

 ¾ These crops are expected to play an impotant role in 
doubling the farmers income.

8.   State to promote e-vehicles, creating zero 
or low emission zones in Shimla, Baddi,                       
Dharamshala and eco-sensitive areas in all 
tourist destinations where only battery-                                                                
operated vehicles will be allowed .

 ¾ The state has around 19 lakh registered vehicles                               
including 9 lakh two-wheelers.

 ¾ Road tax and permit exemption for all battery –operated 
e-vehicles.

 ¾ At present,the government is running 75 electric                  
buses(50 in Shimla and 25 on the 50 km Manali –                
Rohtang route), as per NGT(National Green                                                                                       
Tribunal) directives and HRTC is operating 50                  
electric taxis in various urban centre in the state.

9.   GST  collection in the State is rises by 7% in 
June compared to revenu e in same month last 
year.

 ¾ The GST collection in June 2021 stands at Rs 246 crore, 
compared to Rs 230 crore in June 2020.

10.   Panacea  Biotech to manufacture Sputnik V at   
its Baddi Facility.

11.   For the First time , Himachal rears Trout Fish 
in Warm water.

 ¾ The Department of Fisheries in Himachal Pradesh                 
successfully reared high-value ‘Trout Fish’in warm 
water in Gobind sagar reservior  and  Kol Dam                
reservoir of Bilaspur District.

 ¾ Earlier,the Trout was being reared in 600 kms                      
riverine length at higher altitude of cold-water streams 
in snow-fed rivers of Beas , Satlej and Ravi.

12.   HPMC wines,juices to be sold at Haryana Fuel 
Stations.

 ¾ Haryana Agro will sell HP products at its 2,000 outlets.

 ¾ The HPMC has also tied up with Vita, Patanjali and 
Swiss Givaudan for sale of its apple juice concentrate.

13.   3.4 K  Pucca Homes for HP’s SC/ST

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh used Rs 51.34 crore  budget  under 
Swaran Jayanti Ashraya Yojna in the year 2020-21 to 
build 3,419 pucca Houses.

 ¾ Each Beneficiary gets Rs 1.5 lakh.

 ¾ The Families with average annual income below Rs 
35000 get the Benefit.

14.  For the first time, State to hold census of                  
Asiatic Black  Bear, common Leopard with 
the help of the Zoological Survey of India, 
Kolkata.

 ¾ Asiatic Black Bears which are found in the higher reach-
es of Chamba , Shimla , Kullu and Sirmaur.

 ¾ Snow Leopard population estimation stood at 35, which 
after the Conservation Projects in Spiti has risen above 
50.

15. SJVNL inks pact for developing 679MW                
Lower Arun Hydro Electric Projects in                  
Kathmandu,Nepal.

 ¾ The project has been allocated to SJVNL for 25 years 
on BOOT basis.

16.   Eco- park inaugurated at Bangana Sub divi-
sion of Una District.

17.   IIT Mandi develops device to detect diseases in 
potato crop using photographs of its leaves.

18.  Kutlehar in Una to be Paragliding  spot.

 ¾ A Team of Experts from Atal Bihari Vajpayee                           
institute of Mountaineering and allied Sports                                                                               
(ABVIMAS), Manali conducted trials of paragliding 
from the peak of the Solasinghi Dhar in Kutlehar. 

 ¾ Garvhasada as the Take-off spot for paragliders.

 ¾ It would give Boost to tourism and adventure sports in 
the district since it was close to Punjab and Haryana. 

19.  The Cultivation of Monk Fruit from china has 
been taken up for the First time in india by 
the Palampur-based CSIR-IHBT.

 ¾ The monk fruit is known for its properties as                           
non-calorific Natural Sweetener.

20.  The Industries Department and the Nation-
al Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT)                                    
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campus, Kangra, have signed an MoU to assist 
the institution in setting up an incubator to es-
tablish an Ecosystem for Innovation Projects and 
Start-ups.

21.  The State government will launch “Swaran 
Jayanti Paramparagat Beej Suraksha and                                                                           
Samvardhan Yojna” under state-sponsored 
scheme in districts of Bilaspur, Chamba,                   
Hamirpur, Kangra, Kullu, Kinnaur,                                                                
Mandi, Shimla, Solan, Sirmaur, Lahaul-Spiti 
and Una during the year 2022-23.

22.  Mukhyamantri Swavlamban yojna had                    
created 2057 manufacturing units worth Rs 
358 crore in Himachal Pradesh .

 ¾ 6305 people had received Self Employment and a                
subsidy of Rs 131.11 crore under this scheme designed 
to start venture in the state.

 ¾ The Chief Minister’s  Start-up scheme had seed                  
funded 8 ventures with Rs 2 crore.

 ¾ The 32 start-ups approved from the incubation centres 
received Rs 25000 a month each.

 ¾ 1775-bigha land bank for building factories.

23.  The Himachal Pradesh Private Educational                                                                        
Institutions Regulatory Commission (HP-
PEIRC) will collaborate with the industry to 
know its job requirements.

 ¾ The Chairman, Maj. Gen. Atul Kaushik(Retd.) said     
that the idea was to reduce the gap in skills needed for 
jobs and to create job cell.

 ¾ The role of the cell will be to identify job requirements 
in the industry and help in bridging the gap between the 
theoretical and practical aspects of jobs.

 ¾ Besides it, Helping the educational institutions to start 
certificate courses which are needed to provide an edge 
to the students.

24.  C.M. released a coffee table Book “Icons of 
Himachal” brought out by National Daily.

25.  Intiatives of HPKVN Proving Boon for the 
State Youth.

 ¾ 18,409 candidates have got enrolled in short term train-
ing and out of which 8010 candidates have got certified.

 ¾ Bachelor of vocation is a three-year degree pro-
gramme in collaboration with the Department of Higher                        

Education where the training is being provided in retail, 
tourism and hospitality.

26.  Anupam thakur is appointed as Vice-Chancel-
lor of Himachal Pradesh Technical Universi-
ty(HPTU).   

27. Fee imposed on Tourist vehicles entering      
Kasol,Manikaran in Parbati valley of Kullu 
District.

 ¾ The Entry fee for Two-wheeler is Rs 50, for a Car Rs 
100, for SUV and MUV vehicle Rs 300 while for all 
types Buses and Trucks it is Rs 500.

 ¾ The Funds will be utilized to Preserve Environment and 
create amenities for Tourists.

28.  Shimla walls to be tidy up under Smart City 
Project.

 ¾ Creepers, murals depicting the culture, history and     
heritage and flora and fauna found in state to be used 
for a pleasant view for vistors, locals.

29.   Apple growers seek Market Intervention 
Scheme (MIS) rates on par with Kashmir.

 ¾ Issues involved:

 ¾ Scheme applicable only to Grade C variety in state.

 ¾ Grade A and Grade B Apple should also be bought                 
under this scheme    like in Kashmir.

 ¾ Even though the scheme is same, Kashmiri apple grow-
ers get Rs 24 for Grade C variety, while their counter-
parts in H.P. get only Rs 9.50.The difference is huge.

 ¾ Benefits of MIS:

 ¾ If MIS is applied on similar lines as in Kashmir, it 
would exert some check and control on private players 
operating in the state.

30.   Kangra Paintings to Adorn Sarees.

 ¾ The Kangra Arts Promotion Society has experiment-
ed in producing a commericial form of Kangra art that 
could help sustain artists. 

 ¾ 19 Natural Colours generated from locally available 
sources are used to create a Kangra  miniature paintings.

 ¾ Created from Stones and Plants found in the Kangra 
valley.

 ¾ It takes about a year to create  the required colours, 
as they can be generated from natural sources existing 
at particular times of the year.
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31.  Shimla Police started Aabhar Yojna for Armed 
Forces.

 ¾ The Police aim to provide hassle-free solution to Army 
jawans , Paramilitary personnel and their Families.

 ¾ They can directly approach the Police on provided 
phone number.

 ¾ The call will be treated as complaint, be referred to the 
police station in 24 hours.

 ¾ Feedback and status of the complaint will be communi-
cated to the complainant. 

AUGUST 2021

1 A Temporary Headquarters of 14th Battalion 
of NDRF is established at Nurpur.   

 ¾ The Battalion will comprise three units Nurpur,                 
Rampur, Baddi-Barotiwala

 ¾ As per official information, 1197 trained personnel of 
ITBP are being deployed in Headquarters and the units 
are known as Regional Response System.

 ¾ 700 personnel are undergoing special Rescue Training.

 ¾ Its Permanent Headquarters is approved in Mandi.

2 Expert advice on active sliding zones in                     
Dharamshala is being ignored.

 ¾ A study conducted by A.K, professor of environment 
science department in Central University of Himachal 
Pradesh (CUHP), had put many zones in Dharamsha-
la , including Tirah lines, Barakoti, Kajlot, Jogiwara, 
Dhial, Gamru, Chohla under the category of  active 
sliding   zones.

 ¾ The experts had warned their constructions should not 
be carried out in the active sliding zone of the city 
as this can threaten the life and property of people.                      
However all these areas now have Multi-storey                                                                   
buildings and are thickly populated.

 ¾ As per study, the main factors for areas being active 
siding zones are geology, gradient, high slope gradient 
and thick soil deposits.

 ¾ Also, Dharamshala town is located between two major 
thrusts.

 ¾ Experts,have warned the district authorities against un-
scientific cutting of hills by private individuals.

3 The RKMV college and other colleges of the 
State are denying the Mandatory  upper Age 
relaxation of Five years to Visually impaired 

and other Differently-abled  Students.

 ¾ Legal  Provisions:
 � The Rights of Persons with Disabilities act, 2016 

has made it mandatory for all higher studies to 
extend upper age relaxation of  Five years to 
Differently-abled Persons.

4 There are about 8.5L Registered Youth in Hi-
machal is Jobless.

 ¾ In last two years 28,661 people have got jobs in Gov-
ernment sector.

5 State suffers Rs 682 Crore losses due to mon-
soon till 2nd August 2021.

LOSS IN ROUND FIGURE

 Year Amount

2017 Rs  914

2018 Rs  1594

2019 Rs  1225

2020 Rs  865

2021(till 2nd August) Rs  682

6 The Himachal State Handicrafts and Hand-
loom Corporation signed Memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Flipkart for online 
sale and promotion of products.

 ¾ The MoU would also help in promoting Brand Him-
achal at International level and people throughout the 
world would have access to state of the art product 
manufactured by Himachal artisans.

 ¾ It will provide an e-platform to over 20000 Artisans.

7 Chief Minister released the poetry book “Meri 
Parwaz” written by Eminent Educationist, 
Poet and Social worker Rashima Thakur.

7 The Central government has allocated Rs 
1892.11 crore to Himachal Pradesh under the 
Disaster management fund in the past Three 
and half years.

8 CM releases “One Time Settlement Policy 
Booklet” of Cooperative Bank.

 ¾ Bank is providing Banking service through its 218 
Branches and 23 Extension counters throughout the 
state.
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 ¾ One time settlement policy envisages settlement of about 
181 cases of loans thereby Recovering Rs 26.14 crore 
in this respect.

 ¾ Ceiling amount for coverage of cases under this scheme 
has been fixed upto Rs 20 lakh.

 ¾ Bank aimed to recover about Rs 30 crore by resolving 
about 2000 cases.

9 Electronic Waste Collection Campaign started 
in Dharamshala.

 ¾ Under this, Dharamshala has become the First city 
in Himachal Pradesh where electronics waste will 
be  collected from peoples home and disposed of                                
scientifically by experts.

 ¾ Under the Swachh Himachal Swasth Himachal                    
Abhiyan in Kangra District, cleanliness ambassadors 
have also been selected, who will take the campaign to 
Panchayat level.

10 Very Small Aperture Terminal (VSAT) for 
Lahaul Police Stations.

 ¾ It will enable people to directly shared their problems 
with administration, especially during the winter.

 ¾ Steps are being taken to ensure the availability of                   
satellite phones in the district.

11 HP Projects worth Rs 4000 crore approved.

 ¾ The 18th meeting of State Single Window Clearance 
& Monitoring Authority (SSWC & MA) was held in 
Shimla.

 ¾ The meeting approved 19 project proposals for setting 
up new industrial enterprises and expansion of exsisting 
units involving proposed investment of approximately 
Rs 4126.23 crore and employment potential of about 
5107.

 ¾ The State government is getting many investment inten-
tions for Ethanol manufacturing.

 ¾ Thus, it would make substantial contribution towards 
achieving National target of 20% Blended Biofuel by 
year 2025.

12   Governor Rajender Vishwanath Arlekar                  
released a book “High on Kasol” written by 
Aditya Kant at Raj Bhavan.

13 The Union government has cleared the decks 
to launch a project Aimed at Protection and 

Propagation of indigenious Himachali Cow 
Breed.

 ¾ Rs 4.64 crore will be funded by the union government 
for the 3 year project.

 ¾ Himachali Pahari is Draught cow breed of the state, 
locally known as Pahari,  Gauri and Himdhenu.

 ¾ The Breeding tracts mainly include Chamba, Kangra, 
Kinnaur, Kullu, Mandi, Shimla, Sirmaur, Lahaul & 
Spiti Districts of the State .

 ¾ It account for about 42% of the total Cows in the 
State.

 ¾ The project would be set up at the Animal Breeding 
centre Bagthan village of Sirmaur, the native village 
of Sirmaur.

14 Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN) has bagged 
200 MW grid connected solar PV power                
project in Bihar.

15 IIT-Mandi Devices System to Prevent                      
Mishaps.

 ¾ The system can be used for speed detection, better 
traffic control and road usage by employing Micro-                
Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS) and Internet of 
Things (IoT) Technologies.

 ¾ The System costs would be around Rs 20,000.

16 The Himachal Pradesh Tourism and Civil 
Aviation Ministry has notified Two sites on 
the Banks of the Gobind Sagar Reservoir of 
Bhakra Dam at Androuli and Lathiani villages 
of Una District.

 ¾ The Water Sports activities would be outsourced to                 
private operators, who would have to abide by provi-
sions of Himachal Pradesh Water Sports and Allied 
Activities Rules 2021.

17 The Himachal Pradesh Council for                                 
Science and Technology and Environment                                      
(HIMCOSTE) has framed a New Science, 
Technology and Innovation Policy (STI) on 
the lines of National policy.

 ¾ It aims at bringing about profound changes by building 
an ecosystem that promotes research and innovation on 
the part of both individuals and organizations with the 
main focus on Atmanirbhar Bharat.

 ¾ While Framing the Policy the important aspects such 
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as Energy, Environment, Climate change and Dis-
asters, Food and Nutrition, Water and Sanitation, 
Habitat, Affordable Health Care, Skill Building and 
Unemployment had been taken care for the overall sus-
tainable development of the mountain regions and bet-
terment of society.

 ¾ It aims at Strengthening R&D Institutions and Innova-
tion centers, identifying priority R&D areas and pro-
viding a platform for Fostering Scientific Research etc.

18 Horticulture Census after 40 years, last time it 
was conducted in 1982.

 ¾ It aims to gather a comprehensive and detailed picture 
of Horticulture.

19 The Common Service Centre (CSE), a special 
purpose vehicle under the Union Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology has 
signed an MoU with the state Department of 
Horticulture for conducting the census. . It 
will conducted through common service centre 
(CSC) in all 12 Districts of the State.

20 Himachal Pradesh Real Estate Regulatory Au-
thority has been ranked Second Best amongst 
all the RERA authorities across the Country.

 ¾ The main objective of the HP RERA is to regulate 
and promote the Real Estate sector and ensure that sale 
of plots, apartments or building is done in an efficient 
manner and transparent manner.

 ¾ The Ranking is based on Himachal RERA’s                                      
effectiveness in executing its orders by instituting                   
execution proceedings within one and a half years of 
its inception.

 ¾ About 38 new Real Estate Projects and 52 Agents 
were registered with the Authority.

21 The Una Administration has launched “ 
Sombhadra” (The Swan river has been                                    
referred to as river Sombhadra in ancient                                          
Indian scriptures)  as an umbrella brand 
name for all products being made by women 
self-help groups (SHG) supported by District 
Rural Devlopment Agency in the district.

 ¾ Temporary sale outlet setup at the Una Municipal park 
under the theme  ”Vocal for local”.

 ¾ SHG were given training in Food Processing and in 
making Soaps,Detergent and Handicrafts made from 
Bamboo and clay.

 ¾ Online sales of products on the platforms of Amazon 
and Flipkart.

22 Lahaul & Spiti District Administration will 
train 30 local volunteers for Search and                  
Rescue operations.

 ¾ The volunteers will be Trained under Secure Himalaya 
Project .

 ¾ Lahaul & Spiti is notorious for flash floods, avalanches 
and landslides which claims many lives and damaged 
properties.

23 Una Bagged the First place in the State and 
second in the Country in implementing the 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojna for 
2020-21.

 ¾ 16K get Rs 6.86 crore under Pradhan Mantri Matru 
Vandana Yojna.

24 The State level Janamashtami Festival was 
celebrated in the Historical Brij   Raj Swami 
Temple on 30 august.

 ¾ The Brij Raj Swami Temple in the Historical impor-
tance in the historical Nurpur fort is the only shrine 
in the world where an idol of Meera is worshipped 
alongside Lord Krishna’s.

25 Lahaul’s landslide-prone Triloknath village 
will be protected with technology that will 
come out of Snow and Avalanche study Estab-
lishment’s local study this winter.

Triloknath is famous for a Temple sacred to Both 
Hindus and Buddhists.

SEPTEMBER 2021

1 Sneha Negi from Kinnaur, has won the Gold 
medal in the 66 Kg category in the Asian Youth 
Boxing Championship being held in Dubai.

2 The Himachal Pradesh General Industries 
Corporation (HPGIC) has signed an MoU 
with the National Institute of Fashion Tech-
nology (NIFT) to revive Nurpur  Silk Mills 
and Furniture factories located at Bilaspur 
and Chambaghat (Solan).
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3 Forest Ecosystem Project would be implement-
ed in selected Panchayats of Kangra, Chamba 
and Mandi Districts.

 ¾ The Project will cover two western Himalayan states of 
HP and Uttarakhand .

 ¾ The Project will focus on engaging with other line de-
partments, private sector and Panchayati Raj institutes 
to seek convergence of resources and capacities, with 
the objective of managing forests for water  services.

4 The Biggest Cow Sanctuary of the State will 
be set up at Nagini in Sulah of Palampur in 
Kangra District.

 ¾ It will have the capacity to house 1000 animals.

 ¾ Kangra District had the Highest no. of stray animals in 
the State.

5 HP Tourisim to promote Destination                            
Weddings .

 ¾ The HP Tourisim Development Corporation (HPTDC) 
has zeroed in on its properties like Palace Hotel, Chail 
and its Hotels at Barog,  Fagu and Narkanda where 
complete arrangements will be made for Destination 
Wedding.

6 The District Administration of Lahaul-spiti 
approved Two sites for River Rafting in the 
Chandra- Bhaga.

 ¾ One site was approved near Atal Tunnel from Gufa           
hotel up to Pagal Nullah on the Chandra-Bhaga.

 ¾ Another site was approved from Mulling up to Tandi on 
the Chandra River.

 ¾ It will promote Adventure Sports to attract tourists to 
the region.

7 Dr. Y.S. Parmar University of Horticulture 
and Forestry in Nauni have Devised a method 
to convert Pine Needles  into Ethanol, a Green 
Biofuel.

 ¾ It is a Second Generation Biofuel.

 ¾ It was funded by the National Mission on Himalayan 
Studies, GB Pant National Institute of Himalayan 
Environment and Sustainable Development, Almora.

 ¾ This Project will lead to Eco-friendly Management of 
Pine needles.

 ¾ The Scientists are employing micro-organisms to Break 
down Pine Needles into Ethanol.

8 Investors ink pacts worth Rs 3307 crore and 
will create 15000 jobs.

 ¾ Six MoUs signed for Ethanol plants.

AGREEMENTS SIGNED

 ¾ Trident inked an MoU worth Rs 800 crore for a Textile 
Park.

 ¾ Better Tomorrow Infra signed  a pact for Industrial 
Park.

 ¾ Himalayan Group of Institutions signed an MoU worth 
Rs 150 crore for First Skill University.

 ¾ Pitaara TV Signed a deal for film city.

 ¾ Metaphysical Healthcare signed an MoU for a 250-bed-
ded hospital.

9 The Temple Committee of Trilokinath in 
Lahaul-Spiti launched a website, named as 
Trilolnathtemple.com.

 ¾ It is Situated in Udaipur, which is 45 km from Keylong.
 ¾ This Holy shrine is revered equally by the Hindus and 

the Buddhists.

 ¾ Hindus consider Trilokinath Deity as “Lord Shiva” 
while the Buddhists consider it as “Arya Avalokiteshw”.

 ¾ Tibetan people called him as “Garja Fagspa”.

10 C.M. inaugurated the State’s First Mod-
el De-addiction and Rehabilitation Centre in 
the Public Sector with a 20-bed capacity at                   
Raghunath  ka Padhar in Mandi.

11 The Government has, for the First time                 
formulated a Cultural Policy with the                                                                                
objective of Preserving Dialects, Scripts and 
Folklore of the State and bringing it to the 
present generation by encouraging Gurukul 
Teaching.

 ¾ The Policy proposes to set up a film city to attract units 
to shoot at picturesque locations.

 ¾ A Department of Folk Dance to be set up in HP                     
University.

 ¾ Efforts to be made to promote the paintings of Kangra, 
Guler,Chamba, Mandi, Kullu, and Arki.

 ¾ The Focus will be on the Preservation of Forts, Palaces, 
Temples, Historical Buildings and Buddhist Gompas.

 ¾ Musical instruments and folk dances like Natty,                      
Chatty,Gidda, Fagil and Festivals will also be included 
in the policy.
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12 The Red Rice variety of Himachal will now get 
Geographical Indication (GI).

 ¾ This will help Farmers getting Higher price of their 
Produce.

 ¾ Red Rice is nutritionally superior, rich in Iron and 
Zinc, trace elements, Vitamins and High Anti-oxidant                 
properties.

 ¾ Unlike Red Rice of Kerala and other states, Red Rice of 
Himachal is adapted to cooler climates.

 ¾ The Red Varieties of  State include Chhohartu from 
Shimla District;

 ¾ Sukara, Jhinjan and Karad from Chamba District, 

 ¾ Jattu,Deval matali from Kullu District 

 ¾ Desi dhan , Kalizhini,Achho and Begmi from Kangra 
District.

 ¾ Chhohartu,  a red rice variety grown in the Chhohra 
Valley, Rohru (Shimla), is a part of Cultural Heritage 
of the area.

13 IIT-Mandi, NIT-Hamirpur  slip in the Minis-
try of Education’s National Institute Ranking 
Framework .

 ¾ IIT-Mandi  slipped from 67th position to 82nd Nationally 
in overall category .

 ¾ NIT-Hamirpur slipped  from 98th position to 99th                    
position.

 ¾ Shoolini University of Biotechnology and Management, 
Solan has improved its rank to 89th from 150 to 200 
rank band last year .

 ¾ Indian Institute of Management , Sirmaur has been 
ranked between 76 and 100 band.

 ¾ HPU doesn’t figure in the National level ranking.

14 Muskan, a Visually Impaired PhD Scholar 
at HP University Shimla becomes the Youth 
Icon of the Election Commission of India for                      
Himachal Pradesh.

15 Solan- based  research centre of All India 
Coordinated Research  Project( AICRP)  on  
Post Harvest Engineering and Technology at 
Dr. YS Parmar University of Horticulture 
and Forestry , Nauni, developed Apple seed                  
extractor.

 ¾ The process involves the removal of the cores of a large 
number of Apples and separating the seeds using mill-
ing, water jets and centrifugation techniques.

16 A  Kushtu Kahika (expiation) was performed  
on 3rd day of Kullu Dasehra.

 ¾ It has been decided by the caretakers of Deities.

 ¾ The Cleansing ceremony  known as ”Chhidra” is also 
held .

17 C.M inaugurates Shimla International Trade 
Expo-2021 organised by PHD Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry .

 ¾ Industrialists exhibit their products in this exhibition.

 ¾ These exhibitions also provide an opportunity to the 
consumers to avail best products for their homes.

18 Mandi D.C  said that Municipal Corpora-
tion had prepared a master plan to beautify 
the town and its surrounding areas to attract 
tourists.

 ¾ The Authorites are planning to construct Ghats on the 
Banks of the Beas and the Suket river in Mandi.

 ¾ Haphazard electric wires to be removed from the Town  
and underground power lines to be laid.

19 The Runway of Shimla Airport at Jubbarhatti 
would be expanded by 300 meters for which 
123 big has of land has been identified.

20 The World’s Highest charging station for 
Electric vehicle was inaugurated at Kaza in 
Spiti . It was set up by goEgo company.

21 The State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) has 
added more left out Industries to list of com-
panies falling in the Red, Orange, Green and 
White categories.

 ¾ Prior to this, there were 86 industrial sectors in Red, 
107 in Orange, 69 in green and 137 in White categories 
of Industries in the state.

 ¾ The list of Industrial units/sectors classified in 
red, orange  and green category of industries are                                        
required to obtain Consent to Establish and Consent to                                  
Operate from the State Board under Water(Preven-
tion and Control of Pollution)Act, 1974 and Air                                                             
(Prevention and Control of Pollution)Act,1981.

22 The SJVN  has bagged a 1000-MW                                
Grid-  Connected Solar PV Power Project 
through Request for Proposal (RPF) floated 
by Indian Renewable Energy Development                   
Agency Limited (IREDA).
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23 The Reserve Bank of India has imposed 
a penalty of Rs 15lakh on the Baghat                              
Urban Co-operative Bank Limited, Solan, for                       
violation of rules pertaining to classification of 
Non-Performing Assets (NPA).

 ¾ This is the second time in 12 years that the bank has 
faced a penality for failing to adhere to the RBI norms.

24 A Weaver Services and Design Resource               
Centre will be set up in Kullu to encourage 
Handicraft Products.

 ¾ This Centre is also providing a better platform for their 
export.

 ¾ Modern equipment and training will be imparted 
to  prepare qualitative new Designs in the Weavers                          
services centre.

 ¾ At present, there are 13,572 Registered weavers in the 
State.

25 Virender Singh Pathania from Ladori village 
in Nurpur has been appointed as Additional 
Director General (ADG) at the Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) Headquarters in Delhi.

26 The Postal Department released a Ticket on 
Freedom Fighter Devi Dass Gulzar at Nadaun.

 ¾ Gulzar was born on April 30, 1929.

 ¾ He move to Lahore at an early age with his father                  
Dasondi Ram and started participating in revolutionary 
activities.

 ¾ His first attack was on the car of governor when he was 
in class 9.

 ¾ Gulzar was arrested, along with 12 other revolution-
aries, when he went to receive Jai Prakash Narayan at 
Lahore railway station.

 ¾ He served as a teacher in the government schools after 
the independence struggle.

 ¾ He also wrote fiction and poetry in Urdu and Persian.

 ¾ He died on 26 January 2011.

OCTOBER 2021

1 The HP government to promote State as Wed-
ding spot.

 ¾ State has identified six properties in this regard,                   
namely Palace Hotel in Chail, Hotel Shivalik at                 
Parwanoo, Hotel Pinewood at Baroj, Hotel Apple 

Blossom at Fagu, Hotel Hatu at Narkanda and Hotel 
T-Bud at Palampur.

 ¾ The HP Tourism Development Corporation (HPTDC) 
has tied up with wedding planners for high-class and 
trouble free wedding services to guests.

2 Mehatpur-Santoshgarh Road First in State 
to be Built with latest Micro-surfacing                         
Technology.

Microsurfacing is a protective seal coat which extends 
the life of pavement. It is a thin, tough layer of asphalt 
emulsion blended with finely crushed stone for traction. 
This is a cost-effective method to renew the road surface 
and seal minor cracks and other irregularities.

An amount of Rs 95 lakh is going to be spent on this, as                 
stated by the 6th State Finance Commission Chairman               
Satpal Satti.

3 The District Administration, in collaboration 
with the National Informatics Centre (NIC), 
Himachal Pradesh, has Developed a Mobile 
App to Check the Validity of Rohtang Pass 
permits.

Key Points:

 ¾ Permit can be obtained online at 10 a.m. for 200 diesel 
and 400 petrol vehicles and then at 4 p.m for other 
permitted vehicles.

 ¾ Permit can only be applied for next six days from the 
current date.

 ¾ It is Valid for One Day only for a to-and-fro journey 
and only three permits can be obtained for a vehicle in 
a week.

 ¾ Vehicles are not allowed on Tuesday, which is                        
reserved for road maintenance.

 ¾ The National Green Tribunal (NGT) had capped the 
number of vehicles at 1200(800 petrol and 400 diesel) 
per day to visit eco-fragile region.

 ¾ The permit for light motor vehicles is for Rs 550 and 
for Heavy motor vehicles, it is for Rs 600, including the 
congestion charges of Rs 50 and Rs 100 respectively.

4 The Outbreak of Highly Infectious Foot and 
Mouth Disease has killed a large number of 
Milch cattle in Kangra District.

 ¾ The Disease is a contagious Viral infection.

 ¾ Though the State government has vaccinated the                         
animals under the Central Government’s National                  
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Animal Disease Control Programme (NADCP), the 
vaccination drive is yet to reach in rural areas.

5 SJVN posts Rs 1,633 crore Net Profit. 

 ¾ Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN) Ltd recorded the        
Highest-ever Gross Profit before tax of Rs 2,168.87 
crore during 2020-21.

 ¾ The company’s Net Profit increased from Rs 1,557.43 
crore in 2019-20 to Rs 1633.04 crore in 2020-21.

6 The Boul village in the Kutlehar in Una                   
District would be Developed as a ‘Bamboo    
village’ at a cost of Rs 1.17 crore.

 ¾ A Pilot Project titled ‘Bambuna’ had already imple-
mented in the  village.

 ¾ Vocational training was being provided to members of 
women self help groups by Master Trainers under the 
project.

 ¾ Nurseries to cultivate different varieties of Bamboo 
suitable for different varieties of Bamboo suitable for 
different types of products would be developed in the 
village and plantations would be done on private and 
barren land.

 ¾ The new Handmade Bamboo products would include 
tooth brushes, mobile phone and pen stands, drinking 
straws, soap cases and ear buds etc.

 ¾ The Bamboo India had agreed to provide 100 % mar-
keting support for the products as well as the training 
of artisans.

7 The Himachal Pradesh Board of School Ed-
ucation has introduced a chapter on Narcot-
ic substances and their ill-effects in the Hindi 
subject of Class X.

 ¾ The chapter “Madak Padarth” : Chunotiyan aur 
Hum(Narcotics substances: Challenges and We),        
outlining narcotics , their ill-effects, reasons, awareness 
and  Students’ role, NDPS Act and punishment under 
law and efforts made by the state government to curb 
the drug menace.

 ¾ The idea behind introduced the chapter is to create 
awareness among students about the negative effects of 
drugs that affect health, family and finances of the user 
and their social and physiological impacts.

8 The State government has Notified Three        
procurement centres in lower Kangra and the 
FCI will start procuring Paddy from October 
15.

 ¾ Tyora of Mand area in Indora sub division, Riyali, and 
grain mandi in Fatehpur sub division of Kangra District.

 ¾ FCI would procure paddy at Maximum Support Price 
(MSP) of Rs 1940 per quintal as announced by the 
Government of India for ‘A’ grade paddy.

9 The Himachal Police Introduced Register 
Number 29 for Drug Traffickers in all Police 
Stations from November 1.

 ¾ The Register containing the details and particulars of 
persons involved in criminal cases regarding drugs and 
Psychotropics will act as a Database for analysis to en-
sure better Prevention of crimes.

 ¾ The Register would allow Police officers to monitor 
Drug Trafficking and trade more effectively and also 
help in bringing down the incidence of Drug-related 
cases.

10 Himachal Pradesh Government will set up a 
Murrah Buffalo Breeding Farm.

 ¾ The Buffalo Breeding farm will be set up at a four                   
hectare plot in Una district at a cost of Rs 5.06 crore 
under the aegis of Himachal Pradesh Livestock and 
Poultry Development Board.

 ¾ The idea of the farm is to provide the bovine breeders 
with an unadulterated bovine frozen semen for Arti-
ficial insemination (AI) from elite bulls to produce 
high-yielding calves .

 ¾ Murrah Buffaloes popularly known as “Black Gold” 
are highly suitable for professional and organised dairy 
farming for yielding high quality milk.

11 204 out of 236 Panchayats have been                               
selected for the ‘Ek Saal Paanch Kaam’                                                                            
campaign to accomplish five major                                 
development works above Rs 5 lakh in each 
Panchayat in one year.

 ¾ Works on Irrigation system, Solid Waste Disposal plant, 
Panchvati park, Rural Haat, Model Anganwadi Centres, 
Moksha Dham etc. would be taken.

 ¾ Various development works would be implemented with 
the coordination of the Panchayat presidents by conver-
gence of government schemes.

 ¾ The provision of funds would be made from MGN-
REGA, Swach Bharat Mission (rural), National Rural 
Livelihood Mission, Finance Commission, the MP and 
MLA funds.

 ¾ About 1020 major works are to be done in the Gram 
Panchayats.
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12 Hazard, vulnerability and Risk Assesement 
(HVRA) is carried out by the Shimla Munici-
pal Corporation .

 ¾ The Report finds  65% of 2,795 buildings it surveyed 
“in class of high vulnerability”

 ¾ Findings are based on age, type of construction and 
structural details of all buildings.

 ¾ It says given the risk, any natural disaster can be cata-
strophic in Shimla.

13 Justice Mohammad Rafiq sworn in as Chief 
Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court.

14 Himachal to have Food Testing Lab.

 ¾ To enable growers to certify organic testing of their 
fruits and vegatables, a food testing lab is being set up 
in Solan town in Himachal Pradesh with the assistance 
of Union Ministry of Food Processing Industries.

 ¾ Named Shoolini Life Sciences Private Ltd, it will be set 
up with an outlay of Rs 2.85 crore.

15 Two Paddy procurement centres opened by 
FCI, one at Malpur in Baddi   in Solan district 
and other in Tahliwal in Una.

16 National institute of technology (NIT),                   
Hamirpur ties up with Research for                           
Resurgence Foundation (RFRF),Nagpur, to 
strengthen and streamline research in science 
and technology development innovation and 
entrepreneurship ecosystem.

17   The HP High Court has asked the State                
Government to consider framing a Policy for 
the inauguration of small projects, the cost of 
which is not very high and which is not very 
high and which are comparatively not very 
high and which are comparatively not of much 
public importance.

 ¾ It is said projects need not be inaugurated and instead 
may be put to public use immediately to save unneces-
sary expenses.

 ¾ The court said the government may also consider to 
allow the Pradhans or Uppradhans of gram projects of 
up to a particular value.

18 Shoolini University has signed a                                             
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
Vardhman  Textiles Limited (VTL) who 
will contribute Rs 3 crore for research in                          
Nanotechnology.

 ¾ The university aims to work for environmental Detoxi-
fication and Waste Utilization.

NOVEMBER 2021  

1 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Cluster Univer-
sity, Mandi, and the National Institute of                       
Technology (NIT), Hamirpur, today signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 
promote mutual cooperation in Academic and 
Research Field.

2 The English version (titled “Living My Con-
victions”) of Shanta Kumar’s version Auto-
biography “Nij Path ka Avichal Panthi” was 
released.

3 Shoolini University signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with American Interna-
tional University (AIU), Bangladesh, to jointly 
promote Research, specially at the School of 
Law.   

4 Dragon Fruit Cultivation Project launched in 
Una.

 ¾ The Himachal Pradesh Rural Development Department 
has dovetailed the MGNREGA scheme to boost farm 
income through cultivation of Dragon fruit in the State 
and Una District has been chosen for implementing a 
pilot project.

 ¾ 100 per cent assistance for farm activity, maximum to 
a limit of Rs 1 lakh will be provided under MGNREGA 
to farmers who intend to cultivate Dragon fruit.

5 Himachal  Pradesh to Promote Cinnamon 
Plantation in Five Districts.

 ¾ The Government will encourage farmers in the                
lower areas to undertake Commercial Cultivation of                         
Cinnamon as a Pilot Project in Una.

 ¾ Cinnamomum verum, also called sweet wood.

 ¾ Una, Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Kangra and Sirmaur             
Districts, having hot and humid climate with moderate 
temperature, are best suited for the cultivation. 
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 ¾ The First Sapling of Cinnamon verum was planted at 
Kholin village in the Una District. 

 ¾ The Pilot Project is being jointly implemented by the 
Agriculture Department and the Institute of Himalayan 
Bioresource Technology (IHBT) on a pilot basis in 
association with the ICAR’s Indian Institute of Spice 
Research, Calicut, Kerala.

6 Ethno-Botanical Garden Project.

 ¾ Ethno-Botanical Garden Project is proposed and being 
executed in Androuli of Bangana sub-division of Una 
district by the Forest Department and District Admin-
istration.

7 PM Modi unveils Hydel Projects in HP.

 ¾ The PM inaugurated the 111-MW Sawra Kuddu hydel 
project and laid the foundation stones of Renuka (40 
MW), Luhri Stage-I (210 MW) and Dhaulasidh (66 
MW) Hydel projects. 

 ¾ The Four projects are worth Rs 11,581 crore. 

8 Decline in Area under Glaciers in 5 river               
Basins in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ There has been a considerable Decline in the area          
under glaciers in the major River Basins of Satluj, Beas, 
Ravi and Chandrabhaga in Himachal though there has 
been an increase in the number of lakes, enhancing the               
potential threat of flooding in downstream areas. 

 ¾ In order to minimise the scope of error, the data                  
compilation included very minute examination of the 
reduction in area under glaciers in the Spiti, Baspa and 
Pin basins.

 ¾ A comparison of the Satellite images taken in 2001, 
2006, 2016 and 2018 was undertaken to arrive at the 
overall Decline in sq kms.

 ¾ Based on a 2019 study, the Satluj Basin has the highest 
562 lakes, Chenab basin 242 lakes, Beas basin 93 lakes 
and Ravi basin 37 lakes. 

 ¾ The previous year studies had already indicated the 
phenomena of increase in the number of glacial lakes 
which could pose a potential threat to the downstream 
areas, inhabited by population all along the rivers.

9 CM launches Rs. 1010.60 crore phase-II of 
JICA aided Farm Project for State.

 ¾ Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur presided over the 
launching ceremony of Rs 1010.60 crore phase-II of 
the HP Crop Diversification Promotion Project (HP-

CDP) supported by Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) for the State at Dharamshala.

 ¾ The state government was committed for the                                     
development of rural areas as more than 90 percent 
of the total population lives in these areas and about 
70 percent of the population was Dependent on the                
Agriculture sector for livelihood. 

 ¾ The Phase-II of the JICA aided crop diversification 
project would be implemented in all the 12 districts of 
state and would give a big boost to the socioeconomic 
status of farmer’s families.

 ¾ The Phase-I of the project being implemented in five 
districts of Mandi, Kangra, Hamirpur, Bilaspur and 
Una on pilot basis since 2011 .

9 Himachal Pradesh Agricultural and Horticul-
tural Produce Marketing  (Development and 
Regulation) Act, 2005. 

 ¾ The Cabinet gave its approval for inclusion and                     
addition of more items in the existing schedule of 
the Himachal Pradesh Agricultural and Horticultural                  
Produce Marketing (Development and Regulation) Act, 
2005 to achieve the perspective growth of diversified 
agriculture and allied sector in the larger interest of 
farm community of the State.

 ¾ Earlier as many as 131 items were included in the exist-
ing schedule of the Act.

 ¾ Now as many as 259 items including cereals, pulses, oil 
seeds, fruits,  animal husbandry products and livestock, 
condiments and species, medicinal and aromatic plant 
species, flowers, potted plants and their seeds and other 
produces have been included under it. 

10 Sixth State Finance Commission recommends 
to extend its term upto 31     October, 2022.

 ¾ Chairman 6th Himachal Pradesh State Finance               
Commission, Satpal Singh Satti presided over 3rd 
meeting of commission.

 ¾ The term of the 6th State Finance Commission was till 
31st December, 2021 and it has been decided in the 
meeting to recommend to the State Government to ex-
tend its term upto 31st October, 2022.

 ¾ Satpal Singh Satti revealed that in the second meeting 
of the Commission held on 26th March, 2021 it was 
decided that the suggestion/comments on questionnaires 
regarding income, expenditure etc. of local bodies may 
be shared by Panchayati Raj and Urban Development 
Department so that these could be sent to local bodies 
for collecting information.     
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10 Hamirpur Tops Good Governance Index in 
Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ Hamirpur has been ranked number one in good                             
governance among all 12  districts of Himachal Pradesh 
with Bilaspur and Kullu ranking second and third,                                                       
respectively.

SECTOR-WISE TOPPERS

Health & Education Bilaspur

Law & Order Kullu

Environment Bilaspur

Transparency Hamirpur

Women & Children Solan

Social Justice Sirmaur

 ¾ The ranking has been finalized on the basis of second-
ary data of 12 districts, with focus on seven themes, 19 
subjects and 75 indicators. Himachal is the First state 
in the country to have started Assessing the Quality 
of Governance in vital sectors. 

 ¾ The District Good Governance Index (HPDGGI)              
Annual Report-2020, prepared by the Department of 
Economics and Statistics, was released today. This is 
part of an initiative to use information technology to 
usher in an era of e-governance.

 ¾  Only a score of 0.203 separates topper Hamirpur from 
the lowest ranked tribal District of Lahaul-Spiti. 

 ¾ Mandi slipped from Second to Fourth position, while 
Shimla improved from Tenth to Fifth position this year.

 ¾ In one of the key areas related to women and                            
children, Solan tops with a score of 0.709, where-
as Kangra is at the bottom (0.461). Una, Sirmaur,                   
Lahaul-Spiti,   Chamba, Mandi and Kangra Districts 
fall below the State average of 0.589.

 ¾ The Percentage of Institutional delivery is the Highest 
in Hamirpur (97.6 per cent) and the lowest in Chamba 
(72 per cent). Kullu, Solan and Una have achieved 100 
per cent immunization of children.

  11  Books Launched recently.

Book name Author 

 ¾ Meri Tumahari Ka-
hani, Kavita Ki Jubani

 � Vidyasagar Bhagva

 ¾ ‘Unsung Composer 
of INA Captain Ram 
Singh Thakur jan gan 
dhun ke janak’

 � Rajendra Rajan

 ¾ Malana cream  � Dr. Devkanya Thakur

12 Shaurya Chakra awardees from the State:

 ¾ President of India Ram Nath Kovind presented                    
Shauraya Chakra to two soldiers of the state. (1) Amit                            
Singh Rana of Jwalamukhi of District Kangra 

 ¾ (2) Brijesh Sharma of Kutlehar of District Una has 
also been conferred Shaurya Chakra posthumously, 
which was received by his wife Shweta.

13 CM launched Radio Orange& Business                     
Excellence Awards 2021.

 ¾ Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur while addressing the 
launching ceremony of Shimla channel of Radio Or-
ange and ‘Business Excellence Awards 2021’ at Ku-
fri, near Shimla said that the radio has been the main 
mode of Information and Entertainment particularly in 
the Hilly state like Himachal Pradesh.

14 Gopal Ratna Award for Kamdhenu Hitkari 
Manch.

 ¾ Kamdhenu Hitkari Manch, Namhol district Bilas-
pur is selected as Best Milk Cooperative Society and 
is awarded Gopal Ratna Award by the Ministry of                                                                    
Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries,                                        
Government of India. 

 ¾ Kamdhenu Hitkari Manch with about 5445 active                  
farmer members was one of the leading Societies in 
the State and being awarded with the prestigious Gopal 
Ratna Award in the category of Best Dairy Cooperative 
Society was indeed an honour for every farmer associ-
ated with this Society.

DECEMBER 2021

1 The State government has got in-principle ap-
proval of Rs 2,095 crore Asian Development 
Infrastructure Development Project for the 
State.

 ¾ Loan amount supported, center: 90% and state: 10%.

 ¾ The Project was aimed at giving impetus to tourism in 
the state through creation of new destinations, improv-
ing existing Destinations.

 ¾ Ensuring maintenance and preservation of Heritage.

 ¾ It also envisages development of lesser known places to 
lower burden on already crowded Tourist Destination.

2 State Police Honoured with ‘President’s Col-
our’ award.

 ¾ It was the 8th State Police of India which has got this 
Distinction.
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 ¾ The State police ranks high in the service of Humani-
ty along with Performance, Professionalism, Integrity, 
Protection of Human rights.

3 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi, 
has collaborated with the All India Institute 
of Medical Science (AIIMS), Bilaspur, for                   
Research and Academic activities.

4 Pong Lake Fishermen criticize H.P.                              
government for denying Housing scheme (Neel 
Kranti Awas Yojna).

 ¾ Under the scheme, the Beneficiaries were to be Identi-
fied by the State government and preference was to be 
given to the fishermen below poverty line.

 ¾ Fisherman owing land and kutcha Houses were also 
considered eligible.

5 Electric Vehicle Policy approved and it is to be 
launched in Two Tourist Towns.

 ¾ The Government will soon start electric vehicle project 
in two tourist towns, be it Shimla, Manali, Dharam-
shala or Dalhousie.

 ¾ Under the Pilot project in any Two Tourist Towns, low 
or zero emission zones will be created where only elec-
tric vehicles, walking or cycling will be permitted.

6 The Validity of all HIMCARE cards extended 
till 30th November 2022.

 ¾ Under HIMCARE Scheme, cashless treatment cover-
age up to Rs. 5.00 lakh per year per family is being 
provided on family floater basis. In case of more than 
Five members, the remaining members are being en-
rolled as a separate unit subject to the capping of five 
members for each such additional unit.

 ¾ Premium Amount:
 � Zero  for BPL families, MGNREGA workers
 � Rs 365 per year for Ekal Naris, Anganwari 

workers, Contractual employees etc.
 � Rs 1000 per year for others.

7 Himachal Pradesh plans to use its surplus en-
ergy to produce Green Hydrogen.

 ¾ Green Hydrogen is produced by electroly-
sis of water using renewable energy (like                                                          
Solar, Wind) and has a lower carbon footprint.
Electricity splits water into hydrogen and oxygen.

 ¾ By Products : Water, Water Vapor.

 ¾ The State will encourage storing energy in the form of 
Hydrogen and will offer support and incentives to the 
companies that will do it.

 ¾ The State will extend all the benefits of its Industri-
al Incentive Policy of 2019 to the Hydrogen energy               
producers or storage units.

 ¾ Up to December 2026, the producers will be exempted 
from paying intrastate transmission charges for power.

8 Celebration of  Buddhi Diwali Festival of             
Nirmand village in Kullu District.

 ¾ Buddhi Diwali begin on the First ”Amavasya “ or new 
moon of the lunar half , after the regular Diwali every 
year.

 ¾ The Festival is celebrated to commemorate the killing 
of Demons, Dano and Asur, who resided there in the 
form of Snakes.

 ¾ Apart from Kullu, Buddhi Diwali is celebrated in few 
parts of Shimla and Sirmaur districts also.

9 Panch Parmeshwar Programme held for 
coordination between Administration and 
Panchayat. 

 ¾ The “Panchayat” and the members of “Panchayat” 
were termed as “Panch Parmeshwar” i.e. “The five 
who are like God”.

 ¾ It is used in the context of “Nayay Panchayats”also.

10 Himachal Pradesh cricketers lift Vijay Hazare 
Trophy 2021.

 ¾ The Vijay Hazare Trophy, also known as the                 
Ranji One-Day Trophy, was started in 2002-03 as a                       
limited-overs cricket domestic competition involving 
state teams from the Ranji Trophy plates.

 ¾ It is named after the legendary Indian cricketer Vijay 
Hazare.

Himachal Pradesh under the captaincy of Rishi  Dhawan                
defeated the Tamil Nadu to win their first- ever domestic 
one day championship.

 ¾ The match was played at the Sawai Mansingh stadium 
in Jaipur.

 ¾ Shubham Arora received the player of the match award.

11 Geographical Indication (GI) tag in Himachal 
Pradesh.

About GI tag: A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or 
a manufactured product (handicrafts and industrial goods) 
originating from a definite geographical territory.
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 ¾ Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of  
quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially                            
attributable to the place of its origin.

 ¾ With grant of GI tag to Chamba chappal, the total 
number of products from Himachal which have got the 
tag has risen to nine.

 ¾ Adorned with golden and coloured embroidery, the 
Chamba ‘chappals’ are Hand made by craftsmen in 
Chamba town.

Benefits of GI tag: The registration of Chamba chappal   
under GI Act will prevent its unauthorised production as 
well as misuse of its name.

 ¾ Other GI tag products in Himachal Pradesh: Lahaul’s 
Knitted Socks and Gloves, Kullu Shawl, Kangra Tea, 
Chamba Rumal, Kinnaur’s shawl, Kangra Painting, 
Chulli Oil and ‘Kala Zeera’.  . 

 ¾ The formalities for getting the GI tag were                                     
undertaken jointly by the Himachal Pradesh Patent 
Information Centre at the HP Council for Science, 
Technology and Environment (HIMCOSTE) and the 
Ambedkar Mission Society, Chamba, on behalf of the 
manufacturers/ producers.

12 First-ever Woman to Head Himachal PWD.

 ¾ Archana Thakur of Palampur is the First woman              
Engineer of the State to Head the State PWD. She was 
appointed the Engineer-in-Chief, PWD, by the State 
government. 

 ¾ Archana did her schooling from St Paul’s Senior Sec-
ondary School, Palampur, and then joined Govern-
ment College for Girls, Chandigarh. She completed her 
Engineering from PEC in 1987. Her first posting was 
at Palampur as Assistant Engineer (Designs) in 1988. 
Her father DS Parmar was also an Engineer and retired 
as Estate Officer of the CSK HPKVV.

 ¾ Her husband Diljit Thakur is an IPS officer and post-
ed as the Inspector General of Police. Archana belongs 
to a small village Sulaha near Palampur.

13 Jamnalal Bajaj Award.

 ¾ Dr. Lal Singh, Director of Himalayan Research 
Group, an NGO based at Shimla is being selected for 
prestigious Jamnalal Bajaj Award for Application of 
Science and Technology for Rural Development-2021. 

 ¾ This was a rare achievement for a person coming from 
rural background.

 ¾ This was for the First time that a Scientist from the 
State has been selected for this prestigious award insti-

tuted in 1978 and constitutes of a cash prize of Rs 10 
lakh, trophy and citation.

 ¾ Dr. Lal Singh belongs to District Mandi of the State 
and did his PhD in Botanical Sciences after graduating 
from Vallabh Government College Mandi.  

FEBRUARY 2022

1 The Cabinet approved the Himachal Pradesh 
Integrated Drug Prevention Policy to curb the 
Drug menace.

 ¾ The Policy aims at curbing drug trafficking, substance 
abuse ,cultivation, production and consumption of drug 
in the state.

 ¾ It also aims at strengthening inter-governmental and in-
ter-agency coordination under multilateral cooperation 
mechanism by sharing seizure statistics/data, joint drug 
law enforcement operations and establishment of a joint 
interrogation.

 ¾ It has also cleared the decks for the cultivation of canna-
bis for medical, scientific and industrial purposes under 
the provision of the Cultivation and Regulation under 
NDPS Act1985.

2 The District Administration of Kangra has 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with IIT Mandi for development of 
satellite-based subsidence system profile for 
Kangra district and its adjoining areas.

 ¾ It is for the First time that such a system will be devel-
oped in the state.

 ¾ The System will be deployed at certain sites based on 
analysis to be conducted for landslide vulnerability.

 ¾ The Project to also develop early warning system.

2 Naresh Kumari has been felicitated with “Ma-
haraja Sansar Chand” Kala Samman 2018 for 
her outstanding contribution to the field of art 
and for promotion of Chamba “rumal”.

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh Art, culture and language Academy 
conferred the award on the former teacher, with citation 
and cash prize of Rs 1 lakh.

3 The First Ropeway under the MLA priority 
scheme to be funded by NABARD in Seraj 
Assembly segment in Mandi District.

 ¾ Approval given to set up an Aerial Ropeway between 
Pandoh and Baglamukhi.
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 ¾ The Ropeway with a span of 8.56 km to cost Rs 50 
crore.

4 Aspirational Chamba District has achieved 
100 percent targets under the Jal Jeevan                   
Mission. Around 1.21 L houses given drinking 
connections.

Aspirational Districts’ Programme.

 ¾ Aspirational Districts are those districts in India, that 
are affected by poor socio-economic indicators.

 ¾ These are Aspirational in the context, that                                   
improvement in these districts can lead to the overall 
improvement in human development in India.

 ¾ The 115 Districts were identified from 28 States, at 
least one from each state.  

5 The 9.02 km Atal Tunnel at Rohtang, locat-
ed at an Altitude of more than 10,000 feet 
has been recognized by the World Book of                    
Records, London as the Longest Highway 
Tunnel in the World at this Height.

6 Thakur Ved Ram International Awards Cer-
emony to Commemorate 102nd Birth Anniver-
sary of the Founder of Bhuttico.

 ¾ The Awards would be conferred for special contribu-
tions to the fields of Literature, Art, Language and Cul-
ture, Journalism, Cooperative Societies, Handicraft and 
Handloom.

7 Luhri’s  Hydroelectric Project(210-MW ) is 
coming up on the Satluj river near Nirath vil-
lage.

 ¾ It is located on River Satluj in Shimla and Kullu Dis-
tricts.

 ¾ The Himachal Pradesh government will acquire 343 
bighas in Kullu’s Nither sub Tehsil for the 210-MW 
stage 1.

 ¾ It is being implemented by Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam 
Limited(SJVNL).

8 The State’s First Biodiversity Park, estab-
lished at a cost of Rs 1 crore at Bhulah  in the 
Janjehli valley of Mandi district.

 ¾ It will prove to be a boon for research as well as for 
conservation of endangered Himalayan Herbs.

 ¾ The park has been created under the National                            

Mission on Himalayan Studies (NMHS) project of the 
HP Forest Department. 

9 The Himachal Pradesh government has con-
stituted the Special Task Force (STF) at State 
and District level for taking measures to elim-
inate single use plastics (SUPs) and to prepare 
a comprehensive action plan for its implemen-
tation in mission mode.

10 Pradesh Forest Department and 
the Forest Research institute (FRI),                                                                         
Dehradun, have signed an agreement for the 
Transfer of Technology  for the utilization of 
Pine needles as a source of Natural Fibers.

 ¾ The Fiber isolated from the Pine Needles can be spun 
into handloom cloth and a products like mats, carpets, 
ropes can be woven with it.

 ¾ On adoption, the technology will help prevent                             
forest fire, besides generating livelihoods for the local                       
community.

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh already has a Policy on Collection 
and Removal of Pine needles from the forest.

11 Snow Festival Held in Lahaul & Spiti.

 ¾ This Year’s Snow Festival in Lahaul marked the longest 
celebration of the spirit of cultural reunion in the valley.

 ¾ Traditional games Chholo (ancient game of dice),              
archery and ancient musical instruments were out for 
public display.

 ¾ For the First time, the Lahauls celebrated ancient fes-
tivals including Fagli, Halda, Losar, Kuns, Jukaru, 
Gochi, Poona and Lamohi together at larger plat-
forms.

 ¾ The Snow Festival was happened at “zero-cost” for the 
government. Everything was collectively funded and 
hosted by the Locals, Mahila Mandals and Youth. 

 ¾ There was no burden on District Administration as it’s 
a completely participatory exercise.

12 Jangi-Thopan Powari  project.

 ¾ H.P. Power Ministry deny to cancel Jangi-Thopan 
Power project in District Kinnaur.

 ¾ It has a proposed 804 MW capacity on Satluj River.

 ¾ It is being developed by SJVNL.

 ¾ Jangi-Thopan hydro project is being developed by 
SJVN and an MoU in this regard has been signed with                     
investigations being carried out for setting up the                                                                    
project.
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13 Loss Making Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) 
In Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ The State government said, they have no plan to merge 
or wind up loss-making (PSUs), namely boards and cor-
poration.

 ¾ There are 23 PSUs in Himachal and 11 of these are 
loss-making.

 ¾ However, in the recent past, some of them had shown 
improvement with the help and grant-in-aid from the 
state government.

 ¾ Grant-in-aid provided to some PSUs, Rs 152 crore to 
the HPSEB, Rs 1585 crore to the HRTC and Rs 70 
crore to the HP Tourism Development Corporation.

 ¾ The Financial Health of some PSUs like the HP For-
est Corporation and HP Handloom and Handicrafts 
Corporation had improved.

14 Hatti Community of Sirmaur.

 ¾ Hatti community reiterates demand for ST status.

 ¾ Mahakhumbli is a meeting of the Hatti community of 
Sirmaur, organized to look upon a key issue. 

 ¾ According to Tribal Department government of                
Himachal Pradesh total number of Panchayats which is 
proposed for scheduling as ST is 133 panchayats out 
of 164.

 ¾ The area of Trans-Giri which is tract with Jaun-
sar-Bawar have  cultural, geographical similarities. Ja-
unsar-Bawar(in Uttrakhand) already got the Sched-
uled tribe status in 1967, that’s why Trans Giri area is 
also demanding the status of ST.

15 Kangra included in JICA project, Rs 150 
crore to be spent in district.

 ¾ Under this project, self-help groups would be financed 
to make women in rural areas self-reliant by increasing 
their income.

 ¾ The focus of JICA project will be on promoting Diary 
farming. The SHGs will be given aid to set up micro 
units for processing milk products.

 ¾ Government will provide up to 80% grant to SHGs 
Village-level groups will also be provided finance for 
mushroom farming.

 ¾ A separate department of nurseries will be set up.

 ¾ Also, International Bird Festival is being planned in 
the Pong Dam.

16 SJVNL bags 15MW Floating Solar Power Pro-
jects in HP.

 ¾ SJVNL has won a 15 MW grid-connected Floating So-
lar PV Power Project in Bilaspur District of Himachal 
Pradesh.

 ¾ The Project is expected to generate 32.85 MU (million 
units) in the first year and the cumulative energy gener-
ation over a period of 25 years will be approximately 
756 MU. 

 ¾ The Power Purchase Agreement between SJVNL & 
Bhakra Beas Management Board will be signed short-
ly.

17 Urban local bodies set to lose Rs 419 crore 
grants in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ Urban local bodies(ULBs) comprising 4 Munici-
pal Corporations- Dharamshala, Solan ,Mandi and 
Palampur,29 Municipal Councils and 27 Nagar 
Panchayat  could lose Rs 419.40 crore tied grants 
under the 15th Finance Commission as these failed to 
prepare bylaws of property tax.

 ¾ The Centre has made it mandatory to Re-devise Bylaws 
of Property Tax using the unit area method by taking 
into consideration the plinth area of a property.

 ¾ These are supposed to be Notified by March 2022.

 ¾ The revision in property tax is likely to enhance its rate.

MARCH 2022

1 Shoolini University signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Autonomous 
University of Madrid (UAM), Spain to en-
courage Exchange Programmes between the 
Two Universities.

2 Hamirpur set to be Fruit Bowl of State.

 ¾ The Department of Horticulture, under HP Shiva Pro-
ject, has Planted around 30,000 samplings of Guava, 
Litchi, Sweet orange, Lemon and Pomegranate.

 ¾ The Department has identified Bhaleu and Kehdru vil-
lages for the First Phase of the Project.

 ¾ It will Bring 900 hectares under Plantation.

3 Geographical Tag.

 ¾ The Chamba administration is aiming to get a GI tag 
for, (a)Chamba”thaal” the handmade embossed metal 
crafts. 

 ¾ (b)Maize varieties grown in the Salooni area of the 
District, Haachi (white),Retti (red) and Chitkuri               
(popcorn).
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 ¾ Himachal Pradesh has received GI tag for Natural 
or Manmade products, including Two products from 
Chamba, Chamba ‘rumal’ and Chamba ‘chappal’.

3 Mahashivratri Festival in Mandi.

 ¾ Seven day International Shivratri Festival held in Man-
di, popularly known as Chhoti Kashi.

 ¾ 216 Deities were invited to join the Festival.

 ¾ Lord Madho Rai (Lord Vishnu) is consid-
ered the host of the festival, which starts af-
ter sending an invitation to Lord Bhootnath 
(Lord Shiva) of the Town.

 ¾ Lord Kamrunag, the most revered deity of Mandi was 
the main guest of Festival.

4 Carvan Tourism.

Caravan Tourism is a unique tourism aimed at promot-
ing tourism activities in circuits and destinations, which 
are not having adequate hotel accommodation.

Himachal Pradesh government has decided to Focus on                
Carvan Tourism for new Tourist Destination.

	¾ Already many States like Kerala, Karnataka and 
Goa has introduced this concept.

5 Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) in Him-
achal Pradesh.

 ¾ At least 13 of the 23 PSUs are loss making.

 ¾ They together incurred Rs 593 crore loss in 2020-21.

 ¾ Loss making PSUs: HPSEB,HRTC,HPPCL,HPM-
C,HP SC&ST Development Corporation, HP State 
Co-operative Milk Producers Federation, Himachal 
Agro Industries Corporation, HP State Handicrafts and 
Handloom Corporation. etc.

 ¾ There are also some Profit making PSUs like HP State 
Industrial Development Corporation, HP General Indus-
tries Corporation, HP State Civil Supplies Corporation 
etc.

6 Rain Harvesting Dam in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh First ever multipurpose rain Har-
vesting Dam has been constructed by Jal Shakti De-
partment at Samoor village in Una District with a 
total cost of Rs 16.88 crore.

 ¾ The Dam has been constructed on the hillocks to store 
rainwater to allow rainwater to percolate underground 
to raise the water table, which otherwise used to quickly 
drain off the rocky soil and hilly terrain.

7 Fruit Processing Plant in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh Government would set up a Fruit 
Processing Plant at Kotkhai area of Shimla District.  

 ¾ Earlier to this plant Himachal Pradesh Fruit Processing 
and Marketing limited had to carry the C-grade apple to 
Parwanoo unit of HPMC to further process the produce.

 ¾ So, it would help the HPMC in avoiding the large 
amount of wastage of the apples due to transportation 
from Shimla to Parwanoo.

8 Tshechu Fair.

 ¾ The Three Day State-level Tshechu Fair began at Re-
walsar in Mandi District.

 ¾ Tshechu fair is organized Every Year in the memory of 
Guru Padamasambhava on his Birthday in Rewalsar.

 ¾ Rewalsar Town is also known as Triveni, is an impor-
tant religious place for the people of the Buddhism, the 
Sikhism and the Hinduism.

9  Drone pilot school in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh CM, inaugurates First Drone Pilot 
School at ITI Shahpur in District Kangra.

10 Pong Bird Festival.

 ¾ The Two-day Pong Bird Festival, was organized by the 
State wildlife wing of the Forest Department at Sugma-
ra, Pong Lake Wildlife Sanctuary.

 ¾ Around 1.10 lakh exotic migratory birds of 100 species 
arrives in the Pong Lake Wildlife Sanctuary.

 ¾ Some of the Species are Bar-headed goose, Common 
coot, Northern pintail, Common teal, Commom po-
chard, Little cormorant etc.

11  Hydrogen Plant in Himachal Pradesh.

 ¾ The National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) 
has decided to provide a 33-seater bus based on Hydro-
gen fuel and set up Hydrogen Fuel generation plant 
through a 250 Kw Photovoltaic Solar Plant in Chamba 
District as a Pilot Project.

 ¾ HRTC will operate the Bus at important Tourist Places 
of the District. Bus on Full Fuel Tank would run around 
200 km.

12 Satwant Atwal Trivedi, a 1996 batch IPS of-
ficer, has become the First woman in Him-
achal Pradesh to be promoted to the rank of 
Additional Director General of Police (ADGP). 
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13 Pangwal Snow Festival held at Pangi valley of 
Chamba District.

 ¾ It was the part of the “Chalo Chamba” Campaign.

 ¾ A Cultural Programme was also organized at Bod     
Gompa of Sural Bhatori.

 ¾ The Commissioner also gave the slogan of “Swachh 
Pangi, Swasth Pangi”.

14 India’s First Snow Marathon to be held in La-
haul.

 ¾ There will be Five categories: Full marathon (42km), 
Half marathon (21km), 10km, 5km and 1km (joy race).

 ¾ The Marathon is being organized under the leadership 
of Winter Sports Federation of India President Col. 
Jodh Dhillon.

15 The Cabinet gave nod to the Excise Policy for 
the Financial year 2022-23.

 ¾ It envisages collection of Rs 2,131 crore revenue during 
the year which will be Rs 264 crore Higher than last 
year.

 ¾ It will register growth of 14% in the Excise Revenues.

 ¾ The liquor prices will be cheaper.

 ¾ This Excise Policy to focus on curbing booze                    
smuggling. 

Tokyo Olympic

The 32nd edition of Olympics games came to an end on   
August 08, 2021. The international multi-sport event was held 
from July 23 to August 08, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. This 
was for the fourth time that Japan hosted the Olympic 
Games, after previously hosting the Tokyo 1964 (summer),                                                                                            
Sapporo 1972 (winter), and Nagano 1998 (winter) games. Apart 
from this, Tokyo is the first Asian city to hold the Summer 
Games twice.

Olympic Mascot: “ MIRAITOWA”

Key Highlights:

Medal Tally:

The United States has topped the overall medal table with 113 
medals, which includes 39 Gold, 41 Silver and 33 Bronze 
Medal.

Indian Contingent managed to win 7 medals comprising 1 
Gold, 2 Silver and 4 Bronze Medals. The country stood at 
the 48th position in the medal table out of 86 countries.

Top Five Nations in the Medal Tally:

1. United States: 113 (Gold: 39, Silver: 41, Bronze: 33)

2. China: 88 (Gold: 38, Silver: 32, Bronze: 18)

3. Japan: 58 (Gold: 27, Silver: 14, Bronze: 17)

4. Great Britain: 65 (Gold: 22, Silver: 21, Bronze: 22)

5. Team ROC (the Russian Olympic Committee): 71 
(Gold: 20, Silver: 28, Bronze: 23)

India in the Tokyo Olympics 2020

 ¾ India finished the Games with its best-ever Olympic 
medal tally of 7 in Tokyo Games 2020, surpassing the 
previous best record of 6 medals at the 2012 London 
Olympics.

 ¾ MC Mary Kom, and men’s hockey team skipper, Man-
preet Singh, were flag-bearers for the Indian contingent 
at the opening ceremony.

 ¾ Bronze-medalist Bajrang Punia was the flag-bearer at 
the closing ceremony of the event.

Indian Medal Winners List

Gold

 ¾ Men’s Javelin Throw: Neeraj Chopra

Silver

 ¾ Women’s 49kg Weightlifting: Mirabai Chanu 

 ¾ Men’s Freestyle 57kg Wrestling: Ravi Dahiya

Bronze

 ¾ Women’s Welterweight boxing: Lovlina Borgohain

 ¾ Women’s Singles Badminton: PV Sindhu 

 ¾ Men’s 65kg Freestyle Wrestling: Bajrang Punia 

 ¾ Men’s hockey: India men’s hockey team

Tokyo-Paralympic

It was the 16th Summer Paralympic Games that was held 
from 24th August to 5th September 2021.

Tokyo 2020 Host city: Tokyo, Japan 

Motto: United by Emotion

Nations: 162 including Refugee Paralympic Team and                   
Russian Paralympic Committee 

Athletes: 4,403 

Events: 539 in 22 sports

Opening: 24th August 2021 

Closing: 5 th September 2021 

Opened by: Emperor Naruhito Stadium: Japan National                 
Stadium
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List of Winners from India at 2020 Paralympic Games

2020 Paralympic Games proved to be India’s most                                  
successful Paralympic season with 5 golds 8 silvers and 6 
bronzes. This means total 19 medal were in the bucket of India,                                                                                    
placing the country on 24th rank at 2020 Paralympic Games.

Medal Name   Sport    Event   

Gold Avani Lekhara Shooting Women’s R2 10       
metre air rifle            
standing SH1  

Gold Sumit Antil        Athletics Men’s javelin 
throw F64       

Gold Manish                 
Narwal 

Shooting Mixed P4 50                  
metre pistol SH1      

Gold Pramod 
Bhagat

Badminton Men’s singles SL3    

Gold Krishna Nagar Badminton  Men’s singles SH6 

Silver Bhavina Patel Table tennis Women’s                         
individual class 4

Silver Nishad Kumar Athletics  Men’s high jump 
T47           

Silver Yogesh 
Kathuniya

Athletics Men’s discus 
throw F56      

Silver Devendra 
Jhajharia 

Athletics Men’s Javelin 
throw F46          

Silver  Ma r i y a pp an 
Thangavelu

Athletics Men’s high jump 
T63           

Silver    Praveen Ku-
mar

Athletics Men’s high jump 
T64           

Silver    Singhraj Adha-
na             

Shooting Mixed P4 50 metre 
pistol SH1      

Silver Suhas 
Lalinakere 
Yathiraj

Badminton Men’s singles SL4       

Bronze Sundar Singh 
Gurjar  

Athletics Men’s javelin 
throw F46          

Bronze Singhraj Adha-
na             

Shooting Men’s P1 10 metre 
air pistol SH1      

Bronze Sharad Kumar  Athletics Men’s high jump 
T63        

Bronze Avani Lekhara  Shooting Women’s R8 50 
metre Rifle 3                     
positions SH1

Bronze Harvinder Sin-
gh

Archery Men’s individual 
recurve open    

Bronze Manoj Sarkar    Badminton Men’s singles SL3

Global Rankings Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games

Rank Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total

1           China 96 60 51  207

2           Great Britain 41   38 45 124

3           United States 37    36   31 104

4           Russia 36  33  49 118

5           Netherlands 25   17  17 59

6           Ukraine 24  47 27 98

7           Brazil 22 20 30  72

8           Australia 21 29 30 80

9           Italy 14 29 26 69

10    Azerbaijan 14  1 4 19

Important Sports News 

 ¾ The official song for the ICC Women’s World Cup 
2022 – Girl Gang by Gin Wigmore

 ¾ Australia batter Beth Mooney was named the leading 
woman cricketer in the world.

 ¾ Virat Kohli has been named Wisden Almanack’s ODI 
player of the 2010s

 ¾ Sachin Tendulkar as the ODI Cricketer of the 1990s.

 ¾ West Indian all-rounder Kieron Pollard was named 
the Leading T20 Cricketer in the World.

 ¾ First player in the 143-year history of Test                                  
cricket to take 200 wickets against left-handed batsmen 
– Ravichandran Ashwin.

 ¾ The youngest woman to score twin half-centuries in             
debut Test – Shafali Verma

 ¾ Youngest cricket player from India to make debuts 
across all formats – Shafali Verma

 ¾ Indian Female Cricketer Shafali Verma is set to make 
her Women’s Big Bash League debut with Sydney 
Sixers later this year

 ¾ Afghanistan’s Mujeeb-ur-Rahman at 17 years and 78 
days is the youngest player to play all formats

 ¾ Highest run-getter in women’s cricket across formats, 
overtaking former England skipper Charlotte Edwards 
– Mithali Raj

 ¾ Chris Gayle has become the first batsman to score 
most runs inT20 cricket. Scored 14,000 runs in T20 
cricket.

 ¾ ICC World Test Champions 2021 – New Zealand

 ¾ Hashmatullah Shahidi becomes 1st afghan player to 
score Test double century
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 ¾ Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the                
women’s 49kg Clean and Jerk with a massive 119kg 
lift.

 ¾ She also recorded a new personal best of 205kg 
(86+119) to clinch the bronze at the Asian Weight                 
lifting Championship in Tashkent. Her previous best 
was 203kg.

 ¾ Weightlifter Laurel Hubbard will be the first trans 
athlete to compete at Olympics

Retirements

 ¾ Naman Ojha has announced his retirement from all 
forms of cricket.

 ¾ Faf du Plessis, South Africa – retirement from Test 
cricket.

 ¾ Yusuf Pathan from all formats of Cricket.

 ¾ Gary Wilson from Ireland has announced retirement 
from professional cricket.

 ¾ Harry Gurney from England has announced retirement 
from cricket.

 ¾ Kevin O’Brien from Ireland has announced his 
retirement from one-day internationals hails.

 ¾ All-rounder Mahmudullah from Bangladesh –                     
retirement from Test Cricket.

 ¾ Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic announced                       
retirement from tennis.

 ¾ Sami Khedira, Germany, announced his retirement 
from football.

 ¾ Toni Kroos from Germany has retired from international 
football.

Sports Awards & Honours 2021 

ICC Men’s Player of the Month

 ¾ ICC Men’s Player of the Month for January 2021 
– Rishabh Pant

 ¾ ICC Women’s Player of the Month for January 2021 
– South Africa’s Shabnim Ismail

 ¾ ICC men’s Player for the Month of February –                      
Ravichandran Ashwin

 ¾ Women’s Player of the Month – England’s Tammy 
Beaumont

 ¾ ICC Men’s Player of the Month for March 2021 –           
Bhuvneshwar Kumar

 ¾ ICC Women’s Player of the Month for March 2021 
– South African camp, Lizelle Lee,

 ¾ ICC Men’s Player of the Month for April 2021 – Babar 
Azam (Pakistan)

 ¾ ICC Women’s Player of the Month for April 2021 
– Alyssa Healy of Australia

 ¾ ICC Men’s Player of the Month for May 2021 –                 
Mushfiqur Rahim (Bangladesh)

 ¾ ICC Women Players of the Month for May 2021 –  
Scotland all-rounder Kathryn Bryce

 ¾ ICC Women’s Player of the Month for June 2021 –              
Sophie Ecclestone (England)

 ¾ ICC Men’s Player of the Month for June 2021 – Devon 
Conway

Sports & Events 2021 Winners

Thailand Open 2021 & Swiss Open 2021 – Badminton

 ¾ Women’s Single – Carolina Marin (Spain)

 ¾ Men’s – Viktor Axelsen (Denmark)

All England Badminton Championships 2021

 ¾ Men’s – Lee Zii Jia (Malaysia)

 ¾ Women’s – Nozomi Okuhara (Japan)

3rd Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton 
International 2021 in Dubai

 ¾ India topped the tally with 20 medals (4 gold, 6 silver, 
and 10 bronze medals)

 ¾ Pramod Bhagat (Gold)

 ¾ Nagar Krishna (Gold)

 ¾ Pramod Bhagat & Manoj Sarkar (Gold)

 ¾ Nagar Krishna & Raja Magotra (Gold)

Australian Open 2021 – Tennis

 ¾ Men’s – Novak Djokovic (Serbia)

 ¾ Women’s – Naomi Osaka (Japan)

Miami Open 2021 – Tennis

 ¾ Men’s singles title – Hubert Hurkacz ( Poland)

 ¾ Women’s – Ashleigh Barty (Australia)

Barcelona Open 2021 – Men’s tennis tournament

 ¾ Title – Rafael Nadal (Spain)

Italian Open 2021 – Tennis

 ¾ Women’s Singles – Iga Swiatek (Poland)

 ¾ Men’s Singles – Rafael Nadal

82nd Senior National Table Tennis Championships (Venue 
– Panchkula, Haryana)

 ¾ Women’s Single – Manika Batra

 ¾ Men’s Single – Gnanasekaran Sathiyan
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Other Sports Winners

 ¾ Gelfand Challenge chess title – D. Gukesh (Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu)

 ¾ India’s 67th chess Grandmaster – Leon Mendonca 
(Goa)

 ¾ Youngest Grandmaster In Chess History – Abhimanyu 
Mishra (United States) 12 years, four months, and 25 
days to obtain the highest title in chess.

 ¾ Serbia Open Chess Championship in Belgrade & Silver 
Lake Open chess tournament in Serbia – Nihal Sarin

 ¾ Indian Super League 2020-21 – Mumbai City FC

 ¾ 2020-21 La Liga title – Atletico Madrid

 ¾ 2021 Copa América – Argentina

 ¾ UEFA EURO 2020- Italy

 ¾ 2020-21 UEFA Champions League title – Chelsea

 ¾ 2020-21 UEFA Women’s Champions League title 
– Barcelona

 ¾ First men’s cricket team to win 100 T20I matches –    
Pakistan

 ¾ The third batsman in the history of international cricket 
to hit six 6s in an over – Kieron Pollard With these six 
6s, Pollard has joined the likes of Herschelle Gibbs and 
Yuvraj Singh in the elusive list.

 ¾ First Sri Lankan to hit six sixes in an over in any form 
of professional cricket – Thisara Perera

 ¾ Wisden’s leading cricketer in the world – Ben Stokes

Recent and Upcoming Sporting events

Event Year and Place

Summer Olympic

 

2020- 2021- Tokyo, Japan

2024 – Paris, France

2028 – Los Angeles, USA

 Winter Olympic

 

2022 – Beijing, China

2026 – Milan & Cortina, 
Italy

 Asian Games

 

2022 – Hangzhou, China

2026 – Nagoya, Japan

 National Games of India

 

2022- Uttrakhand ( 38 )

2023 – Meghalaya ( 39 )

FIFA World Cup

2022 – Qatar

2026 – Canada, Mexico, 
US

 FIFA U-17 World Cup
 2021 – Women’s : India

2021- Men’s : Peru

 ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2021 – India

2022 – Australia

ICC Women’s T20 World Cup

 

2020 – Australia

2022 – South Africa
ICC U-19 Cricket World Cup  2020 – South Africa

ICC Women’s U-19 World 
Cup

2021- Bangladesh

 ICC Cricket World Cup

 

2021 – Women’s : New 
Zealand

2023 – Men’s : India

AIBA World Boxing Men’s 
C’Ship

2021 – Serbia

World Games 2022 – Birmingham, US

Commonwealth Games 2022 – Birmingham ,UK

CommonwealthYouth Games
2023 – Trinidad & Toba-
go

World Athletics Champion-
ships

2022 – Eugene, Oregon, 
US

2023 – Budapest, Hungary

South Asian Games 2021 – Pakistan

Commonwealth Archery & 
Shooting Championships

2022 – India

Asian Youth Games 2021 – China

Asian Para Games 2022 – China

Badminton World                                
Championship

2021 – Spain

FINA Aquatics World Cham-
pionships

2022 – Fukuoka, Japan

Hockey World Cup

 

2022 – Women : Spain 
and Netherland 2023 – 
Men’s : Bhubaneswar and 
Rourkela, Odisha

National Hockey Champion-
ship

 2021 – Men’s : 

Maharashtra 2021-                
Women’s:UtarPradesh

AFC Women’s Asian Cup 2022 – India

Asian youth Para Game 2021- Bahrain

FIFA Women’s World Cup
2023 – Australia and New 
Zealand

Cycling Summit 2021- India
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Oscar 2021

Best Picture:         Nomadland

Best Director:       Chloe Zhao, Nomadland

Best Actress:        Frances McDormand, Nomadland

Best Actor :           Anthony Hopkins, The Father

Important institutions and their Head

Name of the Institution Headed by

Chief Election Commissioner O. P. Rawat 
Dr. Rajiv Kumar               
(Vice Chairman)

National Human Rights               
Commission (NHRC)

Arun Kumar Mishra

NITI Aayog Amitabh Kant (CEO)

National Security Advisor 
(NSA)

Ajit Doval

Comptroller and Auditor            
General (CAG)

Girish Chandra Murmu

Attorney General of India 
(AGI)

K K Venugopal

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Justice N.V Ramana

Competition Commission of 
India (CCI)

Ashok Kumar Gupta

Central Information Commis-
sion (CIC)

Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha

Central Vigilance                                 
Commission (CVC)

Suresh N. Patel

Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India (TRAI)

Ram Sevak Sharma

Archaeological Survey of              
India

V. Vidyavathi,

Botanical Survey of India Dr A. A. Mao

Wildlife Institute of India Dhananjai Mohan

Ordnance Factory Board E.R. Sheikh

Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC)

Ajit Kumar Mohanty

Department of Space S. Somanath

Indian Space Research                      
Organization (ISRO)

S. Somanath 

Defence Research and                         
Development Organization 
(DRDO)

Dr G Satheesh Reddy,

Chief of the Army Staff General M.M.Naravane

Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Vivek 
Ram Chaudhari 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral R. Hari Kumar

Chief of Integrated Defence 
Staff

Air Marshal Balabhadra 
Radha Krishna

Military Intelligence Lt Gen. Sanjeev Sharma

Intelligence Bureau (IB) Arvind Kumar

National Security Guard 
(NSG)

Shri M A Ganapathy

Research and Analysis Wing 
(RAW)

Samant Goel

Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP)

Sanjay Arora

National Investigation Agency 
(NIA)

Y.C. Modi

Central Bureau of                                     
Investigation (CBI)

Subodh Kumar Jaiswal

Enforcement Directorate (ED) Sanjay Kumar Mishra

Border Security Force (BSF) Pankaj Singh

Central Reserve Police Force Kuldiep Singh

National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF)

Atul Karwal

Central Industrial Security 
Force (CISF)

Sheel Vardhan Singh

Railway Board Vinay Kumar Tripathi

Food Corporation of India 
(FCI)

Sh. Sanjiv Kumar

Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI)

Rita Teaotia

Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI)

Sourav Chandidas Ganguly

Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC)

Pradeep Kumar Joshi

G20 Sherpa Shri Piyush Goyal

Cabinet Secretary of India Shri Rajiv Gauba

Principal Secretary to Prime 
Minister

Dr. P. K. Mishra

Prime Minister’s Economic 
Advisory Council Head

Dr. Bibek Debroy

Film and Television Institute 
of India Shekhar Kapur

National Anti-Profiteering 
Authority

Amand Shah

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Shaktikanta Das

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI)

Madhabi Puri Buch

State Bank of India (SBI) Dinesh Kumar Khara
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Life Insurance Corporation 
(LIC)

M R Kumar

National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (NA-
BARD)

Harsh Kumar Bhanwala

National Housing Bank (NHB) Shri Sarada Kumar Hota

7th Pay Commission Ashok Kumar Mathur

Small Industries Development 
Bank of India (SIDBI)

Shri Sivasubramanian               
Ramann

Industrial Finance                                
Corporation of India

Emandi Sankara Rao

Insurance Regulatory and De-
velopment Authority of India 
(IRDAI)

Subhash Chandra Khuntia

Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and Indus-
try (FICCI)

Harshavardhan Neotia

Bank Board Bureau (BBB) Bhanu Pratap Sharma

Quality Council of India Adil Zainulbhai

Goods and Services Tax Net-
work (GSTN)

Dr Ajay Bhushan Pandey

15th Finance Commission N K Singh

Finance Secretary T. V. Somanathan

Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla 

Vikram Sarabhai Space                 
Centre

S Somnath

National Green Tribunal JUSTICE ADARSH KU-
MAR GOEL.

            
Important Appointments

Person Designation

Jagjit pavadia President of the International Narcot-
ics Control Board (INCB)

B.V.R.                                 
subrahmanyam

Secretary for the Department of Com-
merce

Rajesh Bansal CEO of Reserve Bank of Innovation 
Hub (RBIH)

Narinder batra President of International Hockey 
Federation (FIH)

Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma

Badminton World Federation (BWF) 
council for the period 2021-25

Ramesh powar Head Coach of the Indian Women’s 
Cricket Team 

Jose J Kattoor  Executive Director of RBI                                                               

Vinay Prakash Resident grievance officer for India 
by Twitter

SD Shibu Lal Chairperson of task force committee 
set up to help the government to bring 
major bureaucratic reforms through 
mission Karmayogi

Meenesh Shah Chairman of the National Dairy                 
Development Board (NDDB)

Mawya Sudan First woman from Jammu and Kash-
mir to be inducted as a fighter pilot in 
the Indian Air Force

Michael Patra, MK 
Jain, Rabi Sankar 
and M Rajeshwar 
Rao

Deputy Governors of RBI

Anup Chandra          
Pandey

Election Commissioner by Union 
Government for the tenure of 3 years

Vice Admiral                 
Rajesh Pendharkar

Director General Naval Operations

Paresh B Lal Grievance Officer for India by 
WhatsApp

Justice Vikramjit 
Sen

Chairman of the Digital Media Con-
tent Regulatory Council (DMRC)

T V Narendran President of Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) for 2021-22

Noopur Chaturvedi CEO for Bharat Bill Payment System 
(BBPS)

Rakesh Asthana Commissioner of Delhi Police

Pawan Singh Joint Secretary of NRAI (National  
Rifle Association of India)

Justice Ravi Vijay-
kumar Malimath

Chief justice of Himachal Pradesh 
High Court

Sonu Sood Brand ambassador of the Delhi                  
government’s ‘Desh Ke Mentors’     
programme

Mansukh Mandavi-
ya

Chairperson of the Stop TB                            
Partnership Board

Pawandeep Rajan Brand ambassador of Uttarakhand art, 
tourism and culture

Kamlesh Kumar 
Pant

Chairman of the National Pharmaceu-
tical Pricing Authority (NPPA)

Rajiv Gauba Cabinet Secretary of India

Justice V M Kanade New Lokayukta of Maharashtra

Deepak Das Controller General of Accounts 
(CGA)

Lieutenant General 
Gurbirpal Singh

34th Director-General of the National 
Cadet Corps (NCC)

Air Marshal Vivek 
Ram Chaudhari

Next Chief of Air Staff
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Aveek Sarkar Chairman of Press Trust of India 
(PTI)

K Kasturirangan To head a 12-member committee 
set up by the Education ministry to 
frame new curriculums for school, 
early childhood, teacher, and adult                        
education

Nobel Laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi

Advocate of Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) 

Justice M.                     
Venugopal

New Acting Chairperson of the                  
National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT)

Iqbal Singh Lalpura Chairman of the National                               
Commission for Minorities

G.S. Pannu President of the Income Tax                 
Appellate Tribunal (ITAT)

Neeraj Chopra Multi-year brand partnership with 
Tata AIA Life Insurance

Harsha Bhupendra 
Bangari

Managing Director (MD) of the                  
Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM 
Bank)

Vartika Shukla First woman Chairperson and MD of 
Engineers India Ltd

Suman Sharma MD of Solar Energy Corporation of 
India (SECI)

Dr PPK                           
Ramacharyulu

Rajya Sabha Secretary General 

Justice Ramalingam 
Sudhakar

President of National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT)

Justice Ashok                
Bhushan

Chairperson of the National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)

Sahdev Yadav President of the Indian Weightlifting 
Federation (IWLF)

Rahul Dravid Team India’s head coach

Navrang Saini Chairperson of Insolvency and                
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI)

Rajnish Kumar Chairman of the board of BharatPe

Sunil Kataria Chairman of the Indian Society of  
Advertisers (ISA)

Harshwanti Bisht First woman President of the Indian 
Mountaineering Foundation (IMF)

Parag Agrawal CEO of Twitter

Admiral R Hari 
Kumar

New Chief of the Indian Navy

Vivek Johri Chairman of the Central Board of             
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)

Sourav Ganguly Chairman of the ICC men’s Cricket 
Committee

Pramod Chandra 
Mody

Secretary-General Rajya Sabha

Daniel Brul Goodwill Ambassador for the UN 
World Food Programme (UNWFP)

Satya Narayan 
Pradhan

DG of Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB)

Chandra Prakash 
Goyal

Director-General of Forests & Special 
Secretary (DGF&SS)

Vivek Joshi To head the committee setup by GOI 
to look into the demand for withdraw-
al of Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act ‘AFSPA’ in Nagaland

PV Sindhu Member of the Badminton World 
Federation’s (BWF) Athletes’

Atul Dinkar Rane New CEO and MD of BrahMos                
Aerospace Limited

Madhabi Puri Buch Head a 7-member committee set up 
by SEBI for Leveraging Regulatory 
and Technology Solutions (ALeRTS)

General Manoj 
Mukund Naravane

Charge of India’s new Chief of Staff 
Committee (CoSC)

Sanjiv Mehta President of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI)

Sanjay Bando-
padhyay

Chairman, Inland Waterways                     
Authority of India

Alka Upadhyaya Chairperson of National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI)

Pradip Shah National Asset Reconstruction                  
Company (NARCL)

Ajay Bhushan               
Pandey

Head of the committee to review 
the criteria for reservation for the                         
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) 
category. 

Award and Honors

Awardee Award
PR Sreejesh (India’s 
Hockey Player)

World Games Athlete of the 
Year award for 2021

Daryl Mitchell 
(Cricketer of New 
Zealand)

International Cricket Council 
(ICC) Spirit of Cricket Award 
2021

Neeraj Chopra 2022 Laureus World Break-
through of the Year Award
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Nitin Gadkari 18th Late Madhavrao Limaye 
Award under the category of 
Karyakram Khaasdar (Efficient 
Parliament Member) for 2020-21

Rishabh Pant (won 
Test Batting Award), 
Kane Williamson 
(won Captain of the 
year award), Kyle 
Jamieson (won Test 
Bowling award)

15th ESPNcricinfo Awards

Coal India Limited ‘India’s Most Trusted Public 
Sector Company’ award at the 
‘Energy Meet and Excellence 
Award’

Kerala Arts and 
Crafts Village Organ-
isation

International Craft Award 2021 
by World Crafts Council Inter-
national as the best craft village 
in the entire world (KAVC)

Dr. Satish Adiga ICMR’s National Award
Sumit Bhale (Lavni 
artist from Mahar-
ashtra)

Gold medal at the International 
Folk Art Festival in Dubai

Sushmita Sen International Association of 
Working Women Award at the 
Washington DC South Asian 
Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021

Shinzo Abe                                   
(Former Japan Prime                       
Minister)

Netaji Award 2022 by Netaji        
Research Bureau

PV Sindhu Women’s singles title at the Syed 
Modi International Tournament 
in Lucknow

Neeraj Chopra Param Vishisht Seva Medal
Sathyamangalam               
Tiger Reserve (Tamil 
Nadu)

TX2 award for doubling the     
population of wild tigers

Ratan Tata Assam government’s highest               
civilian award ‘Assam Baibhav’

Ratan Tata ‘Asom Bhaibav’ award, the              
highest civilian Assam state 
award for his contribution to 
cancer care in the state

Anju Bobby Georg 
(Indian athlete)

Woman of the Year Award by 
the World Athletics

ESAF Small Finance 
Bank Limited

Global SME Finance Awards 
2021

Nilmani Phookan Jr 
(Assamese poet)

56th Jnanpith Award

Damodar Mauzo 
(Konkani novelist)

57th Jnanpith Award

Ropesh Goyal ‘Young Geospatial Scientist’ 
award

Balkrishna Doshi  
(Indian architect)

2022 Royal Gold Medal by the 
Royal Institute of British Archi-
tects (RIBA)

Azim Premji 10th annual Dr. Ida S. Scudder 
Humanitarian Oration

DBS Bank India ET BFSI Excellence Awards 
2021 in two categories of                          
‘Innovative API/Open Bank-
ing model’ category and ‘Best                    
Digital Customer Experience   
initiative’ category

Sunil Gavaskar SJFI (Sports Journalists                         
Federation of India) Medal 2021

Steel Authority of               
India Ltd. (SAIL)

Golden Peacock Environment 
Management Award 2021

Divya Hegde UN Women’s Award for                   
Leadership Commitment 2021 
at the 2021 Regional Asia-                         
Pacific Women’s Empowerment                       
Principles Awards Ceremony

IIT Roorkee Most Innovative Research                      
Institutions category award by 
the CII

Dr. Anil Prakash 
Joshi 
(Environmentalist)

Mother Teresa Memorial Award 
for Social Justice 2021

O. P. Jindal Global 
University (JGU)

Digital Innovation of the 
Year Award at Times Higher                             
Education (THE) Asia Awards 
2021

Anukrti Upadhyay
Sushila Devi Award 2021 for 
the Best Book of Fiction for her 
novel titled ‘Kintsugi’

Viral Sudhirbhai De-
sai (Industrialist)

Global Environment and Climate 
Action Citizen Award 2021

Lieutenant Colonel 
Servesh Dhadwal and 
Colonel Amit Bisht

Tenzing Norgay National                        
Adventure Award 2020 by the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports

Prakash Padukone 
(Indian Badminton 
Player)

Lifetime Achievement Award for 
2021 by the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) Council

Dr. S K Sohan Roy
1st Indian to be honoured with 
the Knighthood of Parte Guelfa



105CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 2021 - MARCH 2022

Legal Initiative for 
Forest and Environ-
ment (LIFE)

Delhi-based environmental                   
organisation and has won the 
2021 Right Livelihood Award

Jeel Albena Associa-
tion for Humanitari-
an Development

2021 UNHCR Nansen Refugee 
Award

Shiv Nadar and 
Mallika Srinivasan

US India Business Council 
(USIBC) for the 2021 Global 
Leadership Award

Dr. G Satheesh                   
Reddy (Chairman of 
DRDO)

Aryabhata Award by the                            
Astronautical Society of India 
(ASI)

Dr. Randeep Guleria 
(Director of AIIMS)

22nd Lal Bahadur Shastri                       
National Award for Excellence 
by Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu

Satya Nadella (Micro-
soft CEO)

CK Prahlad award for                          
Global Business Sustainability                        
Leadership 2021

James Sangma Progressive Business Concept 
Award of PETA India 2021 for 
his Vegan Leather initiative

The National Mineral 
Development Corpo-
ration Ltd

Gold Award in Environmental 
Sustainability Category

NMDC’s Kumaras-
wamy Iron Ore Mine

Platinum Award in the Environ-
mental Management Category

Alexei Navalny European Union’s top human 
rights prize, the Sakharov Prize 
for Freedom of Thought for 2021 
by the European Parliament

Kung Fu Nuns of 
the Drukpa order of  
Buddhism

UNESCO’s Martial Arts                        
Education Prize 2021

Parambikulam                    
Tiger Conservation                       
Foundation

Earth Guardian Award instituted 
by the NatWest Group India

Martin Scorsese and 
Istvan Szabo (Leg-
endary filmmakers)

Satyajit Ray Lifetime                             
Achievement Award at the 52nd 
International Film Festival of    
India (IFFI) in Goa 2021

Rajinikanth 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award at 
the 67th National Film Awards 
ceremony

Dr. Rajiv Nigam 2022 Joseph A. Cushman Award 
for Excellence in Foraminiferal 
Research

Tsitsi Dangarembga 
(Zimbabwean author 
and filmmaker)

Peace Prize of the German 
Book Trade 2021 for a ‘new                          
Enlightenment’

Alejandro Prieto Bird Photographer of the Year 
(BPOTY) 2021 Award

Bird Photographer of 
the Year (BPOTY) 
2021 Award

Association for Talent                              
Development (ATD) 2021 Best 
Award

Dr. Basant Kumar 
Misra

International Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in Neurosurgery 
by the American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons (AANS)

Satluj Jal Vidyut 
Nigam Ltd (SJVN)

Dun & Bradstreet Corporate 
Award 2021 under the catego-
ry of Best Growth Performance 
Power

Shailendra Singh (In-
dian Biologist)

Behler Turtle Conservation 
Award

Namita Gokhale 
(Writer)

7th Yamin Hazarika Woman of 
Substance Award

International Crops 
Research Institute for 
the Semi-Arid Trop-
ics (ICRISAT)

2021 Africa Food Prize for im-
proving food security in sub-Sa-
haran Africa

Anand Kumar (Math-
ematician)

Swami Brahmanand Award 2021

National Institute 
of Open Schooling 
(NIOS)

UNESCO King Sejong Literacy 
Prize 2021

Bhanumati Gheewala 
(Nurse from Sir Saya-
jirao General Hospi-
tal, Gujarat)

Florence Nightingale Award

Brigadier SV                       
Sarasvati

National Florence Nightingale 
Award 2020

Government e-Mar-
ketplace (GeM)

CIPS Excellence in Procure-
ment Awards for 2021 under the            
category of ‘Best Use of Digital 
Technology’

Asha Bhosle Maharashtra Bhushan Award 
2021

Anand Radhakr-
ishnan

Will Eisner Comic Industry 
Award as ‘Best Painter/Multi-
media Artist (interior art)’

Dr Cyrus Poonawalla Lokmanya Tilak National Award 
for 2021

Kasturba Hospital, 
Manipal

‘IMC RBNQ Efficiency Excel-
lence Trophy 2020’
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Jagdish Bhagwati and 
C Rangarajan

Prof CR Rao Centenary Gold 
Medal (CGM)

‘Decoding Shankar’ Best Film Award in the                          
Documentary section (Best                  
Biographical)

Dr Rajendra Kishore 
Panda

Kuvempu Rashtriya Puraskar

Invest India Investment Promotion Agency 
2021 award by OCO Global

Kaushik Basu Humboldt Research Award in 
Economics

N N Pillai Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam 
(BKS)’s Literary Award for 
2021

Muhammad Yunus Olympic Laurel at the Tokyo 
Games

Director Payal Ka-
padia’s, ‘A Night of 
Knowing Nothing’

Oeil d’Or (Golden Eye) award 
for best documentary at the 74th 
Cannes Film Festival

Vice Admiral Vinay 
Badhwar

Alexander Dalrymple award by 
the British Government for his 
work in hydrography and nauti-
cal cartography

Edible Routes Private 
Limited, Oorja De-
velopment Solutions 
India and Taru Nat-
urals

UN Food Systems Summit Com-
petition called ‘Best Small Busi-
ness: Good Food for All’

Satpura Tiger                
Reserve

Natwest Group Earth Heroes 
Award 2021 in the category of 
Earth Guardian for its best man-
agement role

Valeria Luiselli International Dublin Literary 
Award 2021 for her novel ‘Lost 
Children Archive’

Union Health Minis-
ter Dr Harsh Vard-
han

‘WHO Director-General Special 
Recognition Award’

Nitin Rakesh and    
Jerry Wind

International Business Book of 
the Year Award 2021

David Diop
International Booker Prize 2021 
for ‘At Night All Blood Is Black’

Thomas Vijayan
2021 Nature TTL Photography 
Awards for his photo of an Or-
angutan clinging to a tree

GMR Hyderabad In-
ternational Airport 
Ltd (GHIAL)

‘Gold Recognition’ award from 
ACI (Airport Council Interna-
tional) Asia-Pacific Green Air-
ports Recognition 2021

Prof. Shailesh              
Ganpule

‘NSG Counter-IED & Coun-
ter-Terrorism Innovator Award 
2021’

Familial Forestry Land for Life Award by the 
United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNC-
CD)

Larsen & Toubro               
Infotech

Global Innovation Partner of the 
Year by Snowflake

KK Shaileja Central European University’s 
highest award of Open Society 
Prize 2021 for her work in pub-
lic health services

NTPC
India’s Best Employers among 
Nation Builders 2021

Cochin International 
Airport (CIAL)

Airport Council International 
(ACI) Director General’s Roll of 
Excellence

Delhi Metro
‘Outstanding Civil Engineering 
Achievement Award’ for 2020

RK Sabharwal ‘The Order of Polar Star’

P Sainath
Japan’s Fukuoka Grand Prize 
2021

Shyamala Ganesh
“Order of Rising Sun” by the 
Japanese Government

Maria Ressa (Rap-
ple’s CEO)

2021 laureate of UNESCO /
Guillermo Cano World Press 
Freedom Prize

Pink (Singer)
Icon Award at the 2021                        
Billboard Music Awards

Justice Gita Mitta
Arline Pacht Global Vision 
Award 2021

Babar Azam (Paki-
stan)

ICC Men’s Player of the Month 
for April 2021

Alyssa Healy                      
(Australia)

ICC Women’s Player of the 
Month for April 2021

Dr Tahera                             
Qutbuddin

1st Indian to win the 15th Sheikh 
Zayed Book Award

Anupam Kher Best Actor Award for his per-
formance in a short film named 
‘Happy Birthday’ at New York 
City International Film Festival

IREDA (Indian Re-
newable Energy De-
velopment Agency)

‘Green Urja Award’ by the Indi-
an Chamber of Commerce (ICC)

Dr. Shakuntala Har-
aksingh Thilsted

2021 World Food Prize for her 
work in developing holistic, nu-
trition-sensitive approaches to 
aquaculture and food systems
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Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank (Union Edu-
cation Minister)

International Invincible Gold 
Medal 2021

Baljeet Kaur (Him-
achal Pradesh) and 
Gunbala Sharma 
(Rajasthan)

1st Women Mountaineers to 
summit Mount Pumori in Nepal

Prof. Shankar Ba-
lasubramanian and 
Prof. David Klener-
man

2020 Millennium Technology 
Prize for developing revolution-
ary DNA sequencing techniques 
namely, Next Generation DNA 
Sequencing (NGS)

Suresh Mukund 10th Annual World Choreogra-
phy Award 2020

Jane Goodall Templeton Prize 2021
Hockey India Prestigious Etienne Glichitch 

Award
Max Verstappen Monaco Grand Prix 2021

SpiceHealth Gold Award at 2021 Asia-Pacif-
ic Stevie Awards for ‘Most Val-
uable Medical Innovation’ under 
COVID-19

Krishi Avam Paris-
thitiki Vikas San-
sthan (KRAPAVIS)

Prestigious India Biodiversity 
Awards 2021 under the catego-
ry ‘Sustainable Use of Biological 
Resources.’

VK Pandian President’s award by Interna-
tional Hockey Federation for his 
contribution to promoting Hock-
ey in Odisha

Bharat Ratna Profes-
sor C.N.R. Rao

International ENI Award 2020 
for his research in renewable en-
ergy sources and energy storage

Amartya Kumar Sen Spain’s top Princess of Asturias 
Award in the social sciences cat-
egory, the Spanish prize founda-
tion

Padma Bhushan Dr D 
Nageshwar Reddy

Rudolf V Schindler Award from 
the American Society of Gastro-
intestinal Endoscopy (ASGE)

Robert Lewandowski European Golden Boot

Apps

App Launched by Description
Damini Uttar Pradesh SRTC A calling and a WhatsApp service for the safety of women avail-

able on number “81142-77777”

eForest Fire app Government of Arunachal 
Pradesh

To detect forest fire

CEIR (‘Central Equipment 
Identity Register)

DoT To facilitate blocking and tracing of stolen/lost mobile phones in 
Delhi.

LIDEA Birla Estates For disseminating all information regarding its projects to the 
users who are appraising the residential developments of Birla 
Estates.

OECMS (Online Exam 
Center Management Sys-
tem)

CBSE To provide information about the examination center for the con-
venience of the students 

Sebi SCORES SEBI For convenience of investors to lodge grievances in SEBI Com-
plaints Redress System (SCORES)

Pragati Facebook To incubate and accelerate early-stage women-led non-profits 
that are working to drive women entrepreneurship and to spread 
awareness and adoption of technology among women in India

CoWin-20 Indian Government It aims to trace the personal travel histories of individuals & fig-
ure out how many people might they have come in contact with. 
App now helps to self-register for COVID-19 vaccine

Coronite IIT Bombay To track people escaping quarantine
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Stranded in India Ministry of Tourism To disseminate information regarding the services for the benefit 
of foreign tourists. It aims to act as a support network for foreign 
tourists stuck in various parts of the country

Self-Declaration COVID19 
Nagaland App

Government of Nagaland App is crucial for tracking and surveillance of high-risk cases. 
App will be mandatory for any person who entered Nagaland 
after March 6

Pragyam Jharkhand Government To issue e-passes to everyone associated with the delivery of                   
essential services during the national lockdown to combat                                                                                  
COVID-19

AarogyaSetu National Informatics Cen-
tre (A part of Ministry of 
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology)

To enable people to assess themselves the risk for their catching 
the Coronavirus infection

Assess Koro Na Delhi government Door-to-door survey in COVID-19 containment zones to speed up 
decision-making by analysing real-time data, removing a major 
obstacle in the efforts to contain the virus.

Portals

Portal Launched by Description
Political Parties Registra-
tion Tracking Management 
System (PPRTMS)

Election Commission To allow political parties track their applications for registration 
with the poll panel on a real-time basis.

AASHVAST Home ministry Online portal to pay E Challan

National Cyber Crime           
Reporting Porta

Home ministry To allow people can report cyber-crimes online

Bhuvan Panchayat V3 web 
Portal

Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO)

Enhance network application of gram panchayats

SPICe+ Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs, Ministry of Labour 
& Department of Revenue 
in the Ministry of Finance

To improve ease of doing business in the country. It will offer 
10 services by 3 Central Government ministries.  It also includes 
Maharashtra State Government.

Market Intelligence and 
Early Warning System 
(MIEWS)

The Union Food Process-
ing Ministry

To monitor the prices of TOP crops – Tomato, Onion and Potato

Indian Culture Portal Ministry of Culture To showcase the information about the rich cultural heritage of 
India across the globe

COVID-19 Student Help-
line Portal

MHRD and AICTE To help students who are facing difficulties due to closure of 
colleges and hostels in the wake of Coronavirus (COVID-19)               
pandemic outbreak. Students

iGOT platform The Department of Per-
sonnel and Training

To combat COVID-19 for all front-line workers to train them

Bihar Corona Sahayata 
app

Bihar state government To combat COVID-19 Rs 1000 to each worker who enters Bihar 
from other states or is stranded outside Bihar under the Bihar 
Aapda Prabandhan

‘Swachhata MoHUA Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs

The app has been updated to include features such as reporting 
of suspected cases and lockdown violations. The app’s primary 
use was to report sanitation-related grievances, but 9 features are 
added
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Yukti Union HRD ministry To monitor and record the efforts and initiatives of MHRD

ELIS (Enhancement in 
Learning with Improve-
ment in Skills)

AICTE To foster digital learning. The e-learning content consists of 26 
different courses with the help of 18 leading Ed-tech companies

Cghaat Chhattisgarh govern-
ment’s agency Chips

To provide home delivery of fruits and vegetables during the                 
extended lockdown phase

Kisan Rath app farmers, Agriculture Ministry. 
App has been developed 
by National Informatics 
Center (NIC)

To on-board logistics service providers who can extend                               
transportation facility for movement of agricultural and horti-
cultural produce from farm gate to regulated markets, Farmer                   
Producer Organization (FPO) etc.

1033 Road Ministry To provide 24x7x365 assistance to road users on NHAI’s tolled 
stretches in case of Emergency/Non-Emergency issues.   It also 
created a dashboard link for providing list & details of Dhabas & 
Truck repair shops available across the country by various organ-
isations like NHAI, States, Oil Marketing companies

covidfyi.in IIM-Kozhikode team  Accessing emergency services from official government sources 
for all COVID-19 related services

         Index and Ranking

Index Index released by India’s Rank 1st Rank
Democracy Index 2021 EIU (Economist Intelligence Unit) 46th Norway
TomTom Traffic Index Ranking 2021 -- -- Turkey
Global Digital Skills Index 2022 Salesforce 63rd --

Corruption Perceptions Index 2021 Transparency International 85th
New Zealand, Fin-
land and Denmark

District Good Governance Index
Department of Administrative Reforms and 
Public Grievances (DARPG)

-- Jammu

Henley Passport Index 2022 Henley and Partners 83rd Japan 
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation 
Achievement (ARIIA) 2021

-- -- IIT Madras

4th State Health Index for 2019–20 NITI Aayog -- Mizoram

Good Governance Index 2021
Department of Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances (DARPG)

-- Gujarat

Global Unicorn Index 2021 Hurun Research Institute 3rd United States

Global Health Security Index 2021
Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) and the 
Johns Hopkins Center

66th United States

Lowy Institute Asia Power Index 2021 -- 4th United States

EIU’s Worldwide Cost of Living Index 
2021

-- -- Tel Aviv, Israel

National Multidimensional Poverty                
Index 2021

NITI Aayog -- --

1st SDG Urban Index and Dashboard 
2021-22

NITI Aayog -- Shimla

IPF Smart Policing Index 2021 Indian Police Foundation (IPF) -- Andhra Pradesh

TRACE Bribery Risk Matrix 2021 TRACE International 82nd Denmark

IQAir Air Quality Index -- -- Delhi



110 CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 2021 - MARCH 2022 

Global Drug Policy Index Harm Reduction Consortium 18th Norway

LEADS 2021 Index -- - Gujarat

QS Asia University Ranking 2022 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) - National Univer-
sity of Singapore 
(NUS)

Public Affairs Index (PAI) 2021 Public Affairs Centre (PAC) - Kerala

World Justice Project’s (WJP) Rule of 
Law Index 2021

-- 79th Denmark

Global Food Security (GFS) Index 2021 London-based Economist Impact and 
sponsored by Corteva Agriscience

71st Ireland

Mercer Global Pension Index 2021 Mercer Consulting 40th Iceland

Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 Welt Hunger Hilfe (WHH) (Germany) 
and Concern Worldwide (Ireland)

101st China, Brazil and 
Kuwait

Renewable Energy Country                                 
Attractiveness Index (RECAI)

EY’s (Ernst and Young Global Ltd) 3rd US

Digital Quality of Life Index 2021 ‘Surfshark’ 59th Denmark

FSSAI’s 3rd State Food Safety Index Union Minister for Health and Family 
Welfare, Mansukh Mandaviya 

-- Gujarat

Global Innovation Index 2021 World Intellectual Property Organization 46th Switzerland
NIRF India Rankings 2021 Union Minister of Education, Dharmen-

dra Pradhan
-- IIT Madras

Times Higher Education (THE) Asia 
University Rankings 2022

Times Higher Education (THE) 350 University of             
Oxford

India Future Unicorn List 2021 Hurun Research Institute 3rd USA

Global Top 20 Dairy Companies List Rabobank 18th  (Amul) France

Global Manufacturing Risk Index 2021 Cushman & Wakefield 2nd China

EIU’s Safe Cities Index 2021 Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 48th (New                
Delhi)

Copenhagen

Global 500 Most Valuable Companies 
list 2021

Hurun Research Institute 9th (Reliance 
Industries)

Apple

Global Crypto Adoption Index 2021 Chainalysis 2nd Vietnam

Financial Inclusion Index Reserve Bank of India (RBI) -- --

‘Transparency Index: Rating of                        
Pollution Control Boards on Public    
Disclosure’

Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE)

Odisha and 
Telangana

---

Skytrax World Airport Award Ranking 
2021

Skytrax 45th (Delhi’s 
Indira Gandhi 
Internat ional 
Airport)

Doha, Qatar

Global Youth Development Index Commonwealth Secretariat in London 122nd Singapore

2021 Fortune’s Global 500 List -- 155th Walmart

Global Startup Ecosystem Index 2021 Startup Blink 20th United States
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QS Executive MBA Rankings 2021 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) 39th France’s HEC Par-
is

15th Global Peace Index 2021 Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) 135th Iceland

World Competitiveness Index 2021 Institute for Management and Develop-
ment’s (IMD)

43rd Switzerland

World Giving Index 2021 Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) 14th Indonesia

Global Liveability Index 2021 The Economist Intelligence Unit(EIU) -- Auckland, New 
Zealand

QS World University Rankings 2022 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) -- Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technol-
ogy (MIT), United 
States

Performance Grading Index (PGI) 
2019-20

Department of School Education and 
Literacy of the Ministry of Education

-- --

3rd SDG India Index 2020-21 NITI Aayog -- Kerala

AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index for                        
financial attractiveness ranking

-- -- Manama, Bahrain

World University Rankings 2021-22 Centre for World University Rankings 
(CWUR)

415th Harvard Univer-
sity

World’s 50 Greatest Leaders List 2021 Fortune Magazine -- New Zealand 
Prime Minister Ja-
cinda Arden

2021 Ranking of Global Retail Power 
Houses

Deloitte -- Walmart Inc

Global Prime Residential Index Q1 
2021

Knight Frank -- --

Chandler Good Government Index Chandler Institute of Governance 49th Finland
3rd edition of Times Higher Education 
(THE) Impact Rankings 2021

-- -- University of Man-
chester, United 
Kingdom

Global Energy Transition Index 2021 World Economic Forum 87th Sweden

World Press Freedom Index 2021 Reporters Without Borders 142nd Norway

Henley Passport Index: Q2 2021 Global 
Ranking

Henley & Partners 84th Japan

Inclusive Internet Index 2021 EIU (Economist Intelligence Unit) 49th Sweden

International Intellectual Property               
Index 2021

US Chamber of Commerce Global Inno-
vation Policy Centre (GIPC)

40th United States

Ultimate Military Strength Index Defence website Military Direct 4th China

24th edition of the Annual Global CEO 
Survey

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 5th USA

Economic Freedom Index 2021 US-based think tank named Heritage 
Foundation

121st Singapore

Asia-Pacific Personalised Health Index Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 10th Singapore

Global Climate Risk Index 2021 German watch 7th -

India Innovation Index 2021 NITI Aayog -- Karnataka
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Global Firepower Index 2021 Global Firepower 4th United States

Bloomberg Billionaires Index 2021 Bloomberg News 12th Jeff Bezos

Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2020 International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU)

10th United States

Ease of Living Index 2020 Union Minister of Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri

-- Bengaluru

Nature Index 2020 Artificial                                
Intelligence

International Scientific Publishing Com-
pany

3rd China

Human Freedom Index 2020 American think tank Cato Institute and 
Fraser Institute in Canada

111th New Zealand

Human Development Index 2020 UNDP (United Nations Development 
Programme)

131st Norway

Climate Change Performance Index 
(CCPI) 2022

German-watch along with Climate Ac-
tion Network (CAN) and New Climate 
Institute

10th --

Urban Governance Index Praja Foundation - Odisha

Global Talent Competitiveness Index 
2020

Adecco Group, INSEAD and Tata Commu-
nications

72 Switzerland

8th Global Terrorism Index 2020 Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) 8th Afghanistan

US Air Quality Index US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - Lahore

World’s Safest Banks 2020 Global Finances - -

Asia Power Index 2020 Sydney based Lowy Institute 4th United States

3rd Edition of CRI Index 2020 Oxfam International and Development Fi-
nance International

129th Norway

Data Governance Quality Index Development Monitoring and Evaluation Of-
fice (DMEO), NITI Aayog

-- --

World Risk Index 2020 United Nations University Institute for En-
vironment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) 
and Bundnis Entwicklung Hilft and Universi-
ty of Stuttgart, Germany

89th Position Vanuatu

Smart City Index 2020 Institute for Management Development Hyderabad, 85th 
Position

Singapore

Human Capital Index 2020 World Bank 116th Singapore

Global Economic Freedom Index 2020 Canada’s Fraser Institute 105th Hong Kong

EASE Banking Reforms Index 2.0 Indian Banking Association -- Bank of Baroda

4th Business Reform Action Plan 
(BRAP) Ranking

Union Minister of Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs

-- Andhra Pradesh

Export Preparedness Index 2020 NITI Aayog -- Gujarat

Global Skill Index 2020 Coursera 51st Position Russia

TheThe Emerging Economies University  Emerging Economies University 
Ranking 2020Ranking 2020

Times Higher Education (THE)Times Higher Education (THE) 16th16th Tsinghua Universi-Tsinghua Universi-
ty (China)ty (China)

11th Global Real Estate Transparency 11th Global Real Estate Transparency 
Index 2020Index 2020

United States Property Consultant Jones United States Property Consultant Jones 
Lang LaSalle’s (JLL)Lang LaSalle’s (JLL)

34th34th United KingdomUnited Kingdom

Nature Index 2020Nature Index 2020 ---- 12th12th United States of United States of 
AmericaAmerica
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Environment PerformanceEnvironment Performance Index 2020 Index 2020 Yale University and Columbia Univer-Yale University and Columbia Univer-
sitysity

168th168th DenmarkDenmark

Sustainability & ChildSustainability & Child Flourishing                 Flourishing                
IndexIndex

40 child and adolescent health experts 40 child and adolescent health experts 
from around the worldfrom around the world

77th77th ----

Animal Protection Index (API) 2020Animal Protection Index (API) 2020 World Animal ProtectionWorld Animal Protection C Scoring C Scoring 
BandBand

----

Gender Social Norms Index 2020Gender Social Norms Index 2020 United Nations Development Pro-United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP)gramme (UNDP)

---- ----

Agricultural Produce Exporters 2019Agricultural Produce Exporters 2019 World Trade Organisation (WTO)World Trade Organisation (WTO) 9th9th European UnionEuropean Union

Nomura’s Food VulnerabilityNomura’s Food Vulnerability Index  Index 
20192019

Japanese financial services group Nomu-Japanese financial services group Nomu-
rara

44th44th LibyaLibya

State EnergyState Energy Efficiency Index 2020 Efficiency Index 2020 Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and 
the Alliance for an Energy-Efficient the Alliance for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy (AEEE)Economy (AEEE)

---- KarnatakaKarnataka

B2C E-B2C E-Commerce Index 2019Commerce Index 2019 Organization, United Nations Confer-Organization, United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development (UNC-ence on Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD)TAD)

73rd73rd NetherlandsNetherlands

Good Governance Index 2019Good Governance Index 2019 Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievanc-Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievanc-
es and Pensionses and Pensions

------ Tamil NaduTamil Nadu

QS India University Rankings 2020QS India University Rankings 2020 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ---- Indian Institute of Indian Institute of 
Technology Bom-Technology Bom-
bay (IITB)bay (IITB)

GlobalGlobal Unicorn List 2019 Unicorn List 2019 Hurun Research InstituteHurun Research Institute 3rd3rd ChinaChina

World Talent RankingWorld Talent Ranking 2019 2019 IMDIMD 59th59th SwitzerlandSwitzerland

Global Prosperity Index 2019Global Prosperity Index 2019 Basque institutionsBasque institutions Bengalu-Bengalu-
ru - 83rd, ru - 83rd, 
Delhi-101st Delhi-101st 
and Mumbai - and Mumbai - 
107th107th

Zu rich (Switzer-Zu rich (Switzer-
land)land)

School School Education Quality Index (SEQI)Education Quality Index (SEQI) NITI AayogNITI Aayog ---- KeralaKerala

Global Health Security Global Health Security Index 2019Index 2019 Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) and Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) and 
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)

57th57th United StatesUnited States

Ease of doing business 2019Ease of doing business 2019 World bankWorld bank 63rd63rd NewzealandNewzealand

World Digital Competitiveness                    World Digital Competitiveness                    
RankingsRankings

IMD World Competitiveness CenterIMD World Competitiveness Center 44th44th USAUSA

India Innovation Index 2019India Innovation Index 2019 NITI AayogNITI Aayog  -  - Karnataka (Top Karnataka (Top 
state)state)

Global CompetitivenessGlobal Competitiveness Index 2019 Index 2019 World Economic Forum (WEF)World Economic Forum (WEF) 68th68th SingaporeSingapore

The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness 
Index 2019

World Economic Forum 34th Spain

Child Well Being Index 2019 IFMR LEAD -- Kerala

Safe Cities Index 2019 The Economist Intelligence Unit Mumbai-45th 
NewDelhi- 
52nd 

Tokyo

Composite Water Management Index 
2.0

NITI Aayog -- Gujarat
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Global Kids Right Index 2019 KidsRights Foundation 117th Iceland

State RooftopSolar Attractiveness                 
Index 2019

Ministry of New & Renewable Energy 
(MNRE)

-- Karnataka

Index of Cancer Preparedness 2019 Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 19th Australia

World Competitive Ranking 2019 International Institute for Management 
Development (IMD)

43rd Singapore

World Inequality Index 2019 Oxfam 147th Denmark

NITI Aayog AMFFRI Index 2019 National Institution for Transforming In-
dia i.e. NITI Aayog

-- Maharashtra

Global Multidimensional Poverty Index 
2019

United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and 
Human Development Initiative (OPHI)

-- --

Health Index of India NITI Aayog -- Kerala

Climate Vulnerability Index 2019 IITs , IISc, Bengaluru and the Swiss De-
velopment Corporation (SDC)

--- Assam

SDG Gender Equality Index 2019 Equal Measures 2030 95th Denmark

Mercer Quality of Living Ranking 2019 Consulting Agency Mercer Chennai Autrian Capital, 
Vienna

StartupBlink Startup Ecosystem               
Ranking 2019

StartupBlink 17 USA

GDPR Readiness Index CISCO 6th --

Central Government Schemes

Scheme Launched in/on Objective

Atmanirbhar Hastshilpkar 
Scheme

North Eastern Development 
Finance Corporation Ltd 
(NEDFi)

 ¾ The ‘Atmanirbhar Hastshilpkar’ scheme aims to grant 
support to the artisans in the Northeast region.

SRESTHA Scheme Government of India  ¾ To uplift the socio-economic status and overall                        
development of Scheduled Castes students.

Production Linked                         
Incentive Scheme

21st March 2020  ¾ To boost domestic manufacturing and attract large                                   
investments in mobile phone manufacturing and                                                      
specified electronic components.

Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojana

20th June 2020  ¾ Aim- To reduce the economic impact of COVID-19 
pandemic induced lockdown on the poor section of the 
country.

 ¾ Description- As a part of this scheme, 5kg of free 
wheat/rice will be provided to more than 80 crore                  
people along with 1kg free whole chana. The scheme 
has been extended up to November 2020.

 ¾ The allotted amount for the scheme- Rs.1.5lakh crore
Scheme to Rationalize the 
Coal Linkages

9th June 2020  ¾ To reduce the load on the transportation infrastructure 
and to relieve the evacuation constraints.
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One Nation- One Ration 
Card

August 2019  ¾ The main objective of the scheme is to introduce                   
nation-wide portability of ration card holders under the 
National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA).

 ¾ Will be available across the country from 1st June 
2020.

Pradhan Mantri Shram 
Yogi Mandhan Scheme

March 2019  ¾ To provide a monthly pension of Rs 3,000 to the unor-
ganized sector workers

National Pension Scheme 
for Traders and Self                                     
Employed Persons

12th September 2019  ¾ To provide an amount Rs 3000 to the beneficiaries 
after they attain the age of 60 years.

Pradhan Mantri                                         
Laghu Vyapari Maan-
Dhan Yojana

July 2019  ¾ Small Retailer and Shopkeepers with GST turnover be-
low Rs. 1.5 Crore will get Rs 3000 after the age of 60. 

‘SUJALAM’ Campaign 25th August 2021  ¾ To create Open Defecation Free (ODF) plus villages 
by undertaking wastewater management at the village 
level.

Jal Jeevan Mission Scheme August 2019  ¾ To provide Piped Drinking water to every household.

eSamvad portal 2018  ¾ To provide a platform for NGOs and civil society to 
interact with the Ministry on relevant subjects.

Mahila e-Haat portal 2018  ¾ To provide marketing platform to the women                           
entrepreneurs to directly sell to the buyers.

Mukhyamantri Ghasiyari 
Kalyan Yojana

Amit Shah  ¾ Around 2000 farmers will do maize cultivation on 
1000 acres of land, this will benefit one lakh farmers.

Horticulture Cluster De-
velopment Programme

31st May 2021  ¾ To ensure the growth of the activities horticulture               
sector are in a proper manner or not.

Tilhan Mission 19th February 2020  ¾ To enhance the oilseed production that will make the 
country self-reliant in oilseed production.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Maan Dhan Yojana 

August 2019  ¾ Providing a minimum pension of Rs 3000 per month, 
to those who attain 60 years of age.

‘Saath’ 1st September 2021  ¾ The programme will provide mentorship and market 
connectivity to the products developed by SHGs.

‘SonChiraiya’ 13th August 2021  ¾ The ‘SonChiraiya’ will provide visibility and access to 
the products made by SHG women.

‘Pey Jal Survekshan’  16 February 2021  ¾ It aims to have qualitatively and quantitatively mapping 
of water bodies.

Aspirational Skilling Abhi-
yan 2018-19

3rd October 2018  ¾ The programme is implemented in 117 Districts across 
28 State. 

 ¾ It involves the identification of challenges for skill                
development and co-creating customized solutions to 
help the districts overcome these challenges.

Skill Saathi- Career                 
Counselling Scheme

1 August 2018  ¾ To counsel 1 crore candidates from the age group of 
15– 35 years focusing on School & College drop-outs, 
young adults 

 ¾ Inform the youth of India about vocational education 
and its opportunities.
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Scheme for Translational 
and Advanced Research in 
Science- STARS

 28 February 2019  ¾ The STARS project will be coordinated by the Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore.

 ¾ The Rs 250 crore worth of funds will be used for 
around 500 science projects.

National Digital library of 
India

2016  ¾ To integrate several national and international digital 
libraries in one single web-portal. The NDLI provides 
free of cost access to many books in English and the 
Indian languages

 ¾ It is available in 10 languages
Prime Minister’s Research 
Fellows (PMRF)

2019  ¾ To attract the bright and meritorious students into                      
research within the country, attractive fellowship is 
given. Selected students are given fellowship for 5 
years - Rs.70,000/- per month for the first two years, 
Rs. 75,000/- per month in the third year and Rs.80,000 
per month in 4th and 5th year with an annual research 
grant of Rs. 2 lakh.

PRAGATI - Providing 
Assistance for Girls’ Ad-
vancement in Technical 
Education Initiative

 ¾ It is a scheme of AICTE aimed at providing assistance 
for Advancement of Girls participation in Technical 
Education. 

______________  ¾ Number of scholarships per annum: 400 ‘One Girl’ 
per family and it can be extended for Two Girl Child 
per family where the family income is less than Rs. 8 
Lakh /annum 

 ¾ The scholarship amount is Rs. 30,000 or tuition fees or 
actual whichever is less and Rs. 2000 / month for ten 
months as contingency allowance.

Saksham ______________  ¾ It is a scheme of AICTE aimed at providing encour-
agement and support to specially labelled children to 
pursue Technical Education

 ¾ Number of scholarships per annum: 1000

 ¾ For Specially Abled students whose family income is 
less than Rs. 8 lakhs per annum

 ¾ Amount of scholarship: Tuition Fee of Rs. 30000/- or 
at actual, whichever is less and Rs.

 ¾ 2000/- per month for 10 months as incidentals each 
year. 

National Institution-
al Ranking Framework 
(NIRF)

 29 September 2015  ¾ It evaluates each higher education institution on 5 
broad parameters namely teaching/learning resourc-
es, research, graduation outcomes, outreach/inclusive 
nature and the public perception.  The Ranks will be 
declared on the first Monday of April every year. 

Mid Day Meal Scheme 15 August 1995  ¾ Every child in every Government and Government 
aided primary school,  Education Guarantee Scheme 
(EGS) and Alternative & Innovative Education (AIE) 
centres, was to be served a prepared Mid Day Meal 
with a minimum content of 300 calories of energy and 
8-12 gram protein per day for a minimum of 200 days.
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Vidyanjali 2016  ¾ Providing volunteer teachers to government-run schools

 ¾ It is aimed at promoting the government education sys-
tem through skill development

 ¾ The scheme aims to impart life skills into the children 
studying in government schools

 ¾ The scheme is launched under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

SAUBHAGYA or PM                
Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar 
Yojana  

September 2017  ¾ To provide free electricity connections to all house-
holds (both APL and poor families) in rural areas and 
poor families

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Gram Jyoti Yojana

25 July 2015  ¾ To facilitate 24x7 supply of power.

 ¾ Feeder separation to ensure sufficient power to farmers 
and regular supply to other consumers

 ¾ Improvement of Sub-transmission and distribution               
network 

 ¾ Metering to reduce the losses

 ¾ The scheme has an outlay of Rs 76000 Cr for under 
which Government of India shall provide Grant of Rs 
63000 Cr

Ujwal DISCOM Assurance 
Yojana- UDAY

5 November 2015  ¾ Financial Turnaround

 ¾ Operational improvement

 ¾ Reduction of cost of generation of power

 ¾ Development of Renewable Energy

 ¾ Energy efficiency & conservation

Pradhan Mantri Ji-Van 
Yojana

 28 February 2019  ¾ “Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv Indian- Vatavaran   
Anukool fasal a washes Nivaran) Yojana aims at                  
providing financial support to Integrated Bioetha-
nol Projects using lignocellulosic biomass and other                  
renewable feedstock.

DEEP (Discovery of                  
Efficient Electricity Price)

 April 2019  ¾ It is portal for medium-term (1-5 years) purchase of 
power

 ¾ It will provide a common e-bidding platform with                 
e-reverse auction facility to facilitate nation-wide pow-
er procurement through a wider network so as to bring 
uniformity and transparency in the process of power 
procurement.

‘SAKSHAM’ Campaign 16 January 2021  ¾ The campaign will highlight adverse effects on health 
and environment due to the increase in carbon levels 
and will motivate the community to switch to cleaner 
fuels.

Prime Minister Gareeb 
Kalyan Scheme

March 2020  ¾ To feed the poor specially migrant workers and rural 
and urban poor people during the COVID-19 pandemic 
in India.

 ¾ PM Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojana under which 80 crore 
poor people will get an additional 5 kg of rice or wheat 
for free for three months, over and above the existing 
5 kg of rice/wheat being given.
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Sabka Vishwas                       
(Legacy Dispute                  
Resolution) Scheme

1st September 2019  ¾ To resolve all disputes relating to the erstwhile service 
tax and central excise acts, which are now subsumed 
under GST, as well as 26 other indirect tax enactments

PM Jan Dhan Yojna 9 May 2015  ¾ It is financial inclusion program of Government of                   
India which is applicable to 20 to 65 years age group, 
that aims to expand and make affordable access to                    
financial services such as bank accounts, remittances, 
credit, insurance and pensions.

Sovereign Gold Bonds 
Scheme  

2019 -20  ¾ The Sovereign Gold Bonds will be issued every month 
from June 2019 to September 2019

 ¾ The tenor of the Bond will be for a period of 8 years 
with exit option after 5th year to be exercised on the 
interest payment dates.

 ¾ The maximum limit of subscribed shall be 4 KG for 
individual, 4 Kg for HUF and 20 Kg for trusts and 
similar entities per fiscal (April-March) notified by the 
Government from time to time.

‘Samudrayan Project’ 29th October 2021  ¾ To have deep underwater manned vehicles to perform 
subsea activities.

‘CARE’- Amrit Grand 
Challenge Program

28th September 2021  ¾ The solution and ideas must be able to work in Low 
Resource Settings and strengthen Healthcare Delivery 
in India.

UMMID (Unique                  
Methods of Management 
and treatment of Inherited 
Disorders)

September 2019  ¾ To help people who cannot afford expensive care for 
genetic disorders

Aspirational Districts            
Programme

2018  ¾ 115 districts are selected

 ¾ Improving people’s ability to participate fully in the 
burgeoning economy. Health & Nutrition, Education, 
Agriculture & Water Resources, Financial Inclusion & 
Skill Development, and Basic Infrastructure are this 
programme’s core areas of focus.  

New India@75 Strategy 2019  ¾ It is a detailed document which discusses forty-one           
crucial areas, that recognizes the progress already 
made, identifies binding constraints, and suggests the 
way forward for achieving the clearly stated objectives.

State Government Schemes

Scheme Launched by Objective

‘Project Arohan’ Assam  ¾ ‘Project Arohan’ is a mentorship program that has a 
tenure of four years.

 ¾ The program grants guidance and inducts skills in               
students.
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‘Grama One’ Karnataka  ¾ To offer all the government services under one roof in 
rural parts of the state it was launched for 12 districts 
of Karnataka.

Student Start-ups & Innovation 
Policy 2.0 (SSIP-2.0)

Gujarat  ¾ Around 50 lakh students across 1,000 higher educa-
tion institutes and 10,000 schools of innovation and                              
entrepreneurship will be benefited from the policy.

‘Meendum Manjappai’ Scheme Tamil Nadu  ¾ To promote the usage of cloth bags among people and 
ban the use of plastic bags as they are harmful to the 
environment.

Free Smartphone Yojana Uttar Pradesh  ¾ To avail of the benefit of the scheme, more than 38 
lakh youths have registered themselves on Digi Shakti 
Portal.

‘Mukhyamantri Vayu Swasthya 
Seva’

Odisha  ¾ Qualified doctors will fly to these areas as per the 
pre-arranged schedule to offer treatment to the tribal 
community.

‘Khel Nursery Scheme 2022-23’ Haryana’s Minister of 
State for Sports and 
Youth Affairs

 ¾ It aims to promote sports in the state.

 ¾ These sports nurseries will be set up in government, 
private educational institutions, and private sports in-
stitutions.

SAHAY Scheme Jharkhand  ¾ The scheme aims to promote sports. It aims to dissuade 
youths from joining ranks of rebels.

‘Milk Price Incentive Scheme’ Uttarakhand  ¾ The state government will spend Rs 444.62 crore which 
will be utilized to open 500 milk sales centers.

Mukhya Mantri Udyam Kranti 
Yojana

Madhya Pradesh  ¾ The scheme aims to connect the state’s educated youth 
community to self-employment.

‘Ration Aapke Gram’ Scheme 
and ‘Sickle Cell Mission’

Punjab  ¾ The ‘Ration Aapke Gram’ aims to provide monthly 
PDS ration to the beneficiaries belonging to janjatiya 
community.

Rakshak Initiative Odisha  ¾ Under the initiative, 30,000 first responders will be 
trained by 300 master trainers.

Shramik Mitra Scheme Delhi  ¾ The scheme aims to make aware the construction                      
workers about the government schemes launched for 
them and their families.

Jai Bhim Mukhyamantri                  
Pratibha Vikas Yojana

Government of Delhi  ¾ For the execution of the scheme, the Delhi government 
has made partnership with 46 private coaching centres.

FIFA Football for School (F4S) 
Programme

Odisha  ¾ The aim of the program is to integrate and unite the 
football sport with education.

‘Shri Dhanwantri Generic  
Medical Store Scheme’

Chhattisgarh  ¾ To provide low-cost generic medicines and healthcare 
services to the vulnerable people of the state.

‘Mukhyamantri Ration Apke 
Dwar Yojana’

Madhya Pradesh  ¾ The scheme will provide ration materials to the vulnera-
ble sections like Specially-Abled people, senior citizens, 
and poor people in the state.

‘Mera Ghar Mere Naam’ 
Scheme

Punjab  ¾ To provide proprietary rights to the people living in the 
houses within the ‘Lal Lakir’ of villages and cities.
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‘Mission Kavach Kundal’ Maharashtra  ¾ To vaccinate 15 lakh people every day against                   
COVID-19.

‘Swechha’ Program Andhra Pradesh  ¾ To solve the stigma attached to menstruation and give 
importance to female personal hygiene.

‘Mission Basundhara’ Assam  ¾ To grant easy access to the public for their land-related 
work.

‘Prashasan - Shahron Ke Sang’ 
and ‘Prashasan - Gaon Ke 
Sang’ Campaigns

Rajasthan  ¾ Both the campaigns, various benefits will be granted 
to the people of the state, including allocation of land 
lease.

‘Mukhyamantri Paryatan 
Udyog Sambal Yojana-2021’

Rajasthan  ¾ To grant support and relief to those entrepreneurs who 
are associated with the tourism and hospitality sector, 
as this sector has been affected a lot due to pandemic 
COVID-19.

Matra Bhumi Yojana Uttar Pradesh  ¾ The scheme allows the direct participation of the com-
mon man in the development work of the state.

‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan’ 
Scheme

Punjab  ¾ The MKMM scheme aims to support unemployed youth 
in refining their skill sets.

Talent Search Campaign Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To give training to these new talents in a total of 18 
sports academies of the state.

Smart Health Cards Scheme Odisha  ¾ The ‘Smart Health Cards Scheme’ will provide has-
sle-free health treatment services. It aims to transform 
the health service delivery system.

Karkhandar Scheme Jammu and Kashmir  ¾ The scheme will be implemented by the Directorate of 
Handicrafts and Handloom Kashmir/Jammu.

Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti 
Scheme

Punjab  ¾ To adopt a holistic and integrated approach for growth 
in the infrastructure sector.

Indira Gandhi Urban Credit 
Card Scheme 2021

Rajasthan  ¾ The scheme will prove beneficial to 5 lakh beneficiaries 
of the state by developing employment opportunities.

‘KFC Startup Kerala’ Kerala  ¾ The scheme will support financially the startups in all 
areas of their development.

‘Har Hith Store’ Scheme Haryana  ¾ To motivate the youth of the state towards self-                        
employment.

Devaranya Yojana Madhya Pradesh  ¾ AYUSH medicinal plants will be planted in order to 
enhance the value chain of AYUSH medicines.

‘Historic Urban Landscape   
Project’

Madhya Pradesh  ¾ The project will enhance the tourism sector and will 
create employment opportunities in the state.

‘HAUSLA- Inspiring Her 
Growth’

Jammu and Kashmir  ¾ To eradicate the gap between women and men entrepre-
neurs by involving and motivating women to become 
entrepreneurs.

‘Agricultural Diversification 
Scheme-2021’

Gujarat  ¾ To make agriculture sustainable and profitable in the 
tribal areas of the state.

‘Ashirbad’ Scheme Odisha  ¾ To provide financial support to the orphan children of 
the state who have lost either or both parents due to 
Coronavirus.
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‘Yuva Shakti Corona Mukti 
Abhiyan’

Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To make people of the state aware of the ongoing  
COVID-19 pandemic.

Knowledge Economy Mission Kerala  ¾ To enhance job prospects in the state by supporting 
knowledge workers.

‘Smart Kitchen Scheme’ Kerala  ¾ Under this scheme, women in the state will be granted a 
loan by the state government to refurbish their kitchens.

Mission Oxygen Self-Reliance Maharashtra  ¾ To meet the state’s oxygen needs to fight the second 
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Vatsalya Yojana Uttarakhand  ¾ To make arrangements for taking care, education                      
facility and employment for such children.

‘Sanjeevani Pariyojana’ Haryana  ¾ To provide medical care to rural areas along with 
the creation awareness about the second wave of the                  
pandemic in the state.

Mukhyamantri COVID Upchar 
Yojana

Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To grant free treatment for COVID-19 to the                             
economically weak section of the state.

‘Parvat Dhara Yojana’ Himachal Pradesh  ¾ To revive, recharge aquifers and conserve the water 
resources of the state.

Super-75 Scholarship Scheme 
and Tejaswini Scheme

Jammu and Kashmir  ¾ To support the education facilities to the meritorious 
girls from poor families and women entrepreneurship.

‘Maa Scheme’ West Bengal  ¾ The state government will provide subsidized cooked 
meal to the poor people at the cost of Rs 5.

‘PANKH Abhiyan’ Madhya Pradesh  ¾ The CM of the state also declared scholarships of Rs 
6.47 crore for 26,099 girls under Ladli Laxmi Yojana.

‘One School One IAS’ Scheme Kerala  ¾ To provide free coaching classes for civil services and 
other competitive examinations to 10,000 meritorious 
who are not financially stable across the state.

‘Launch Pad Scheme’ Madhya Pradesh  ¾ For boys and girls who have completed 18 years of age 
and aims to offer employment opportunities to them in 
order to make them self-reliant.

‘Varasat’ Campaign Uttar Pradesh  ¾ To tackle disputes related to property & land in rural 
areas of the state.

SEHAT Health Insurance 
Scheme

Jammu and Kashmir  ¾ To provide free cashless treatment to the residents of 
J&K by providing them health cover of up to Rs 5 
lakhs.

‘Jagananna Jeeva Kranthi’ 
Scheme

Andhra Pradesh  ¾ To distribute 2.49 lakh sheep and goats to SC, ST wom-
en belonging to the age group between 45-60 years in 
order to improve their standard of living.

One-time Settlement Scheme Goa  ¾ To provide waivers for the pending electricity bill pay-
ments.

Swanirbhar Nari: Atma                      
Nirbhar Assam

Assam  ¾ The scheme aims to empower women who are econom-
ically backward in Assam.

 ¾ The scheme is said to be beneficial to around 4 lakh 
families.
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Mukhya Mantri Saur Swaro-
jgar Yojana

Uttarakhand  ¾ To boost self-employment capability in youth and pro-
mote the production of Green Energy.

Moksha Kalash Yojana 2020 Rajasthan  ¾ To offer free bus travel to two members of the family 
of the deceased to immerse ashes of their loved ones in 
the river Ganga at Haridwar.

Mukhya Mantri Kisan Kalyan 
Yojana 

Madhya Pradesh  ¾ Under this yojana, the farmers who are getting Rs 6000 
per annum, will be getting additional finance support 
of Rs 4000. Thus, the state farmers, will be getting Rs 
10,000 as annual financial support.

Mukhyamantri Mahila Utkarsh 
Yojana

Gujarat  ¾ Under this yojana, a Joint Liability and Earning Group 
(JLEG) will be formed. Around 50,000 JLEG will be 
formed in the rural and urban areas of the state. Each 
group will be comprised of 10 women members.

Piggery Mission Meghalaya  ¾ To reduce annual import of pork to Rs 150 crore and to 
make Meghalaya Aatma Nirbhar in pork production in 
the upcoming 3 years.

Major Dhyan Chand Vijaypath 
Yojana

Uttar Pradesh  ¾ Under this yojana, road connectivity will be established 
upto the houses of 19 international players.

Mukhya Mantri Kisan Sahay 
Yojana

Gujarat  ¾ Kharif crop cultivating farmers will not have to pay any 
single amount of premium or neither they will have to 
go with the registration process for the yojana.

Nekara Samman Yojana Karnataka  ¾ To build this scheme, the state government has allotted 
Rs 10.96 crore.

Balaram Yojana Odisha  ¾ To provide agricultural credit of Rs 1040 crore to land-
less farmers who are facing problems due to COVID-19.

Jagananna Chedodu Scheme Andhra Pradesh  ¾ The scheme will provide onetime financial assistance of 
Rs 10,000 each to the tailors, barbers and washermen 
who were under 60 years of age and has suffered a loss 
due to coronavirus.

Mukhyamantri Swarozgar                
Yojana 

Uttarakhand  ¾ To provide employment opportunities to the youth espe-
cially entrepreneurs returning to the state, to the skilled 
and non-skilled artisans, handicrafts and unemployed 
youths.

Rozgar Setu Yojana Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To support and provide employment and employment 
based skills to migrant workers who has returned to the 
state in the COVID-19 situation.

Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay               
Yojana

Chhattisgarh  ¾ Under this scheme, depending on registered area and 
area under cultivation during Kharif crop season 2019, 
Rs 10,000 per acre will be deposited in the bank ac-
counts of farmers as agriculture assistance grant for 
sowing crops such as paddy, maize and sugarcane.

Nigah Scheme Himachal Pradesh  ¾ To properly sensitize and educate family members of 
people coming from other states so that social distanc-
ing is effectively maintained.
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Mukhya Mantri Shahari Rojgar 
Guarantee Yojna

Himachal Pradesh  ¾ To improve the economy of the state affected by the 
Coronavirus.

 ¾ The Yojna will provide 120 days of employment to 
those living in urban areas.

Free Health Insurance Scheme Maharashtra  ¾ To grant free health insurance scheme to all citi-
zens, Maharashtra Govt has become the first state in 
India to do this.

Jeevan Amrit Yojana Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To boost immunity system of citizens of the state in 
order to fight novel coronavirus.

Jivan Shakti Yojana Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To provide an earning source for women as well as the 
womens will helpful to provide the protective masks to 
the community and health workers amidst COVID-19.

Unemployment Allowance 
Scheme

Himachal Pradesh
 ¾ Rs 1000 to the normal applicant and Rs 1200 to disa-

ble persons per month will be given as unemployment 
allowance

Monthly Pension Scheme for 
Media Persons

Haryana  ¾ Under this scheme, a state government will give 
Rs 10000 as a monthly pension to each media                                      
professionals. 

Atal Mahaaphan Vikas Abhiyan Maharashtra  ¾ To support and promote non-banking business in a state 

 ¾ To help and give financial support to cooperative com-
munities to start a new business 

 ¾ To encourage, assist and supervise young entrepreneurs. 

Atal Amrit Abhiyan Assam  ¾ The scheme deals with providing health insurance 
against 437 illnesses including 5 critical diseases.

Nagar Uday  Madhya Pradesh  ¾ To assess service being provided to citizens and bring 
them at standard life.

 ¾ Inform lower income class people residing in slums in 
urban areas about public welfare scheme and provide 
benefit in today. 

Barista Bunkar Sahayata                  
Yojana

 Odisha  ¾ This scheme is aimed at providing financial assistance 
to the weavers in the state. Odisha Government has 
initiated various welfare schemes for the weaver com-
munity in the state and increase the reach of Handloom.

Summit and Conferences

Name of the Summit Organized/Led by Venue Aim/Theme

19th Meeting of NTCA Chairmanship of the Union Min-
ister for Environment, Forest 
& Climate Change, Bhupender 
Yadav

Virtual 
meeting

The meeting observed the discussions about 
the tiger which is considered to be an endan-
gered species and so various measures are to be           
adopted to protect and conserve these species.
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24th National                     
Conference on e-Gov-
ernance

Department of Administrative 
Reforms & Public Grievanc-
es (DARPG) and the Ministry 
of Electronics & Information 
Technology

Hyder-
abad, 
Telangana

Theme: ‘India’s Techade: Digital Governance in 
a Post Pandemic World’

16th India Digital 
Summit 2022

Internet and Mobile Association 
of India (IAMAI)

Virtual 
meeting

Theme: ‘Supercharging Startups’

WEF Davos                  
Agenda Summit 2022

Prime Minister of India,                     
Narendra Modi

Virtual 
meeting

Theme: ‘The State of the World’

27th National Annual 
Conference of Sa-
hodaya School Com-
plexes

-- Virtual 
meeting

He also inspired the audience about the teach-
ings of Swami Vivekananda.

Madhavbaug’s (Vaidya 
Sane Ayurved Labs 
Ltd), Power MAP

Union Minister for Road Trans-
port and Highways, Nitin Gad-
kari

Video 
Conferenc-
ing

To help the doctors with the necessary medi-
cal intelligence information about their patient’s 
health parameters so that they can treat them 
effectively.

1st India-Central Asia 
Summit 2022

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Video 
Conferenc-
ing

All the dignitaries assured to frame the roadmap 
for cooperation in various fields.

5th Indian Ocean Con-
ference

RSIS Singapore, Institute of Na-
tional Security Studies, Sri Lan-
ka, and the Emirates Centre for 
Strategic Studies and Research, 
UAE

Abu Dhabi Theme: ‘Indian Ocean: Ecology, Economy, Ep-
idemic’

India – Russia 2+2 
Ministerial Dialogue

-- New Delhi To enhance strategic partnership between the 
two countries.

Summit for                     
Democracy

P-- Virtual 
meeting

He highlighted India’s civilizational ethos which 
is the original source of democracy.

All India Mayors’ 
Conference

Prime Minister of India, Naren-
dra Modi

Video 
Conferenc-
ing

Theme: ‘New Urban India’

6th India Water                    
Impact Summit 2021

-- Kanpur Theme: ‘River Resources Allocation- Plan-
ning and Management at the Regional Level’

National Conference on 
‘International Year of 
Fruits and Vegetables’

Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Welfare in partnership 
with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization

Virtual 
meeting

Theme: Awareness about the nutritional bene-
fits of fruits and vegetables for a balanced and 
healthy diet and lifestyle

16th G20 Summit -- Rome, 
Italy

To remain committed to the Paris Agree-
ment goal and will work to keep global 
average temperature increase well below 2 de-
grees Celsius and pursue the efforts of limiting 
it to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels.
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COP26 Glasgow               
Climate Summit

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Scotland India will fulfill its demand for energy through 
renewable energy by 2030. It will consume 50% 
of its energy from renewable energy.

5th Ganga Utsav 2021 Union Minister for Jal Shakti, 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

Virtual 
meeting

To celebrate the glory of the river Ganga. The 
glory and importance of other rivers will also be                      
celebrated under the festival.

3rd Edition of Goa 
Maritime Conclave

-- Virtual 
meeting

The conclave will provide a platform to enhance 
maritime security.

3rd Regional                   
Security Dialogue on                    
Afghanistan

National security Advisor of             
India, Ajit Doval

New Delhi To have a terror-free environment, inclusive 
government in Afghanistan.

51st Conference 
of Governors and                 
Lieutenant Governors

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu, 
and Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah

New Delhi He highlighted the vaccination drive undertaken 
against COVID-19 in the country and appreci-
ated the GOI and Scientists for developing the 
vaccines.

14th Cyber Security 
‘c0c0n’ Conference

Chief of Defence Staff General 
Bipin Rawat

Virtual 
meeting

To discuss the challenges faced in the digital era 
especially during the pandemic situation and to 
find the solutions to those challenges.

WePOWER India Part-
nership Forum

-- Virtual 
meeting

To enhance South Asia Women’s participation 
in Power Sector Professional Network (We   
POWER).

1st Global Innovation 
Summit of the Pharma-
ceuticals Sector

--
Video 
Conference

He mentioned that India’s healthcare sector has              
attracted $12 billion in FDI since 2014.

21st Annual Council of 
Ministers (COM) Meet-
ing of the IORA

Minister of State External               
Affairs, Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan 
Singh

Virtual 
meeting

He mentioned that India focuses on having Dis-
aster Risk Management in the region.

24th Bengaluru Tech 
Summit

Department of Electronics, 
IT, Biotechnology, Research 
and Development, Science and 
Technology, Karnataka Gov-
ernment, Karnataka Innovation 
and Technology Society (KITS), 
Software Technology Parks of 
India (STPI), Vision Group (IT, 
Biotechnology and Startup) and 
MM Activ Sci-Tech Communi-
cations

Virtual 
Meeting

To showcase various technology products and                 
services which will serve the domains like IT,                 
Electronics, Healthcare, IoT, Agriculture,                                                                    
Medicine, etc.

‘Connect 2021’ -- Chennai, 
Tamil 
Nadu

To enhance the state’s GDP to US$ 1,000 billion 
by 2030 through this event.

5th World Congress on 
Disaster Management

Union Defence Minister, Ra-
jnath Singh

Virtual 
meeting

To have discussions about science, policy, and 
practices to tackle risk disasters.
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13th ASEM (Asia-Eu-
rope Meeting) Summit

Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu

Virtual 
meeting

He mentioned that the current multilateral sys-
tem is lacking in providing an effective response 
to various challenges like economic, technologi-
cal, and security.

20th SCO CHG             
Meeting

Union External Affairs Minis-
ter, S. Jaishankar

Virtual 
meeting

To discuss regional issues and the major focus of 
this meeting was on the trade, economic growth 
and approve its annual budget.

India –US Industrial 
Security Agreement 
Summit

Designated Security Authorities 
of both nations

Virtual 
meeting

To frame a protocol for exchanging information 
between ministries of defense of both nations.

‘Azadi@75 – New               
Urban India:                   
Transforming Urban 
Landscape’

Ministry of Housing & Urban 
Affairs

Indira 
Gandhi 
Prat-
ishthan, 
Lucknow, 
Uttar 
Pradesh

It also highlighted the achievement of flagship 
urban development missions performed by GOI 
in the last 7 years.

ICRIER’s 13th                     
Annual International 
G-20 Conference

Minister of Textiles, Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, and 
Minister of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution, 
Piyush Goyal

Virtual 
meeting

He mentioned that G20 is playing and will play 
a major role to develop people, the planet, and 
collective prosperity.

28th NHRC Founda-
tion Day Programme

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and NHRC chairperson, 
Justice Arun Kumar Mishra

Video 
Conference

It encourages stakeholders to take positive                              
initiatives for human rights literacy at the na-
tional and international levels.

National Conference 
for Zoo Directors and 
Veterinarians 2021

Central Zoo Authority (CZA) Gujarat The objective of the conference was to have 
a                  discussion about new frontiers in zoo                                                                             
management and off-site conservation in India.

LMDC Ministerial 
Meeting

Union Minister for Environment 
Forest and Climate Change, 
Bhupender Yadav

Virtual 
meeting

He also mentioned adopting transformative                 
actions to tackle harmful climate change                                                           
problems.

International Confer-
ence & Exhibition on 
Digital Technologies

Confederation of Indian Indus-
try (CII)

Virtual 
meeting

Theme: ‘Driving technologies for building the              
future, we all can trust’

7th Meeting of BRICS 
Communications Min-
isters

Minister of State for Communi-
cations, Devusinh Chauhan

Video 
Conference

To attain the objective the country is taking                       
various Telecomm reforms in order to unleash 
the true potential of the telecom industry.

6th Annual Meeting of 
the Board of Governors 
of AIIB

AIIB in partnership with the 
Government of the UAE

Video 
Conference

The dignitaries discussed important matters re-
lated to the AIIB and its future goals.

Ambassadors’ Round 
Table for DefExpo 2022

Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh

Gandhi-
nagar, 
Gujarat

The objective of the Round Table was to give an 
idea about the planning, arrangements, and other 
details of DefExpo 2022 to the Ambassadors of 
foreign missions.

CII Asia Health 2021 
Summit

Confederation of Indian Indus-
try (CII)

Video 
Conference

To transform the healthcare sector in a digital 
manner which will help to improve the patient 
recovery ratio.
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18th ASEAN-India 
Summit

Chairmanship of the Sultan of 
Brunei

Virtual 
Meeting

To review the work activities of the ASEAN- 
India Strategic Partnership.

Indo-Pacific Regional 
Dialogue 2021

Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh

Virtual 
Meeting

Theme: ‘Evolution in Maritime Strategy during 
the 21st Century: Imperatives, Challenges, and, 
Way Ahead’.

8th Meeting of Agricul-
tural Experts of BIMS-
TEC Countries

Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra,                
Secretary, Department of Agri-
cultural Research & Education 
& Director General, ICAR

Virtual 
meeting

To enhance cooperation in agriculture and allied 
sectors amongst the BIMSTEC Member States.

40th Meeting of the 
National Capital Re-
gion Planning Board 
(NCRPB)

Union Minister of Housing & 
Urban Affairs and Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, Hardeep Sin-
gh Puri

Virtual 
meeting

The portal is based on remote sensing and GIS 
technology. It is developed by NIC for the NCR 
planning board.

6th Eastern Economic 
Forum (EEF)

Vladivostok, Russia Virtual 
meeting

To enhance cooperation in the areas like dia-
mond, coking coal, steel, timber, etc.

4th Round of ‘In-
do-Danish Joint 
Commission Meeting 
(JCM)’

External Affairs Minister S   
Jaishankar

Virtual 
meeting

It focuses on growing back greener along with 
build back better strategy.

16th Sustainability 
Summit 2021

Confederation of Indian                        
Industry (CII)

Virtual 
meeting

To address the various challenges faced by the                 
agriculture sector.

1st Meeting of Gov-
erning Body of ‘Vatan 
Prem Yojana’

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay 
Rupani

Video 
Conference

To undertake public welfare projects worth Rs. 
1,000 crores jointly with non-resident Gujaratis 
by December 2022.

Inaugural Conclave of 
Shikshak Parv was Ad-
dressed by PM Modi

-- Video 
Conference

Theme: ‘Quality and Sustainable Schools: 
Learnings from Schools in India’

13th BRICS Summit Prime Minister Narendra Modi Virtual 
Meeting

Theme: ‘BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation 
for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus.’

US-India Strategic 
Clean Energy Partner-
ship (SCEP) Meeting

Minister of Petroleum & Natu-
ral Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri

Virtual 
Meeting

To cooperate in the energy sector by adding                      
emerging fuels to the list of their cooperation.

5th World Conference 
of Speakers of Parlia-
ment 2021

Austrian Parliament, Inter Par-
liamentary Union, and the Unit-
ed Nations

Vienna, 
Austria

To promote peace and sustainable development 
at the global level.

India and Australia 
held Inaugural 2+2 Di-
alogue

Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and Union External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar

Virtual 
Meeting

To strengthen defence and overall strategic                       
partnership between both nations.

18th ASEAN-India 
Economic Ministers 
Consultations

Anupriya Patel, Minister of 
State for Commerce & Industry

Virtual 
Meeting

India also highlighted the reforms taken in the                
sectors like agriculture, insurance, logistics, etc.

Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) 
Summit

-- Video 
Conference

To cooperate with eachother and tackle the chal-
lenges and bring peace and security to every 
member nation.
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India & El Salvador 
held Third Foreign                 
Office Consultations

Riva Ganguly Das, Secretary 
(East), and El Salvador

Video 
Conference

To exchange best practices and solutions in the 
public diplomacy domain.

G-33 Virtual Informal 
Ministerial Meeting

Indonesian Minister of Trade, 
Muhammad Lutfi

Virtual 
meeting

Union Minister Piyush Goyal mentioned that 
G-33 must find solutions with positive outcomes 
for Public Stockholding for food security.

1st India-United 
Kingdom Consular 
Dialogue

Devesh Uttam, Joint Secretary 
in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs

Virtual 
meeting

To coordinate with each other to share systemat-
ic information and cooperate in Visas and devel-
op mutual legal assistance.

QUAD Leaders                   
Summit

-- Virtual 
meeting

To frame a joint plan to provide Covid-19 vac-
cines around Asia.

PM Modi addressed 
76th Session of UNGA

-- New York Theme: ‘Building Resilience through hope to 
recover from Covid-19, rebuild sustainably, 
respond to the needs of the planet, respect the 
rights of people, and revitalise the United Na-
tions’.

National Cooperative 
Conference

IFFCO, National Cooperative 
Federation of India, Amul,               
Sahakar Bharti, NAFED, 
KRIBHCO, and all cooperatives 
together

Indira 
Gandhi 
Indoor 
Stadium in 
New Delhi

It was the country’s first such cooperative con-
ference and was held with an aim to strengthen 
the Indian Cooperatives.

6th BRICS Counter 
Terrorism Working 
Group Meet

Chairship of Mahaveer Singhvi, 
Joint Secretary for Counter-Ter-
rorism, Ministry of External   
Affairs of India

Virtual 
meeting

The objective of the meeting was to finalize 
BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan.

2nd Edition of IEEE- 
ICORT 2021

Integrated Test Range (ITR) 
Chandipur, a laboratory 
of            Defence Research and                                                   
Development Organisation 
(DRDO)

Virtual 
meeting

The event delivered a platform for the                              
experts to interact with each other about recent                                
development in defence systems.

G20 Digital Ministers 
Meeting 2021

Union Minister for Electronics 
and Information Technology, 
Ashwini Vaishnaw

Virtual 
meeting

To propagate the advancement in Digital                        
Transformation of the economy in terms of re-
silience,                sustainability and inclusive 
recovery.

28th ASEAN Regional 
Forum (ARF) Foreign 
Ministers Meeting

Minister of State for External 
Affairs Dr Rajkumar Ranjan 
Singh

Virtual 
meeting

Indian side represented the view on the Indo                        
Pacific perspective, terrorism threat, cybersecu-
rity and maritime security.

8th Meeting of Min-
isters of Justice of the 
SCO

Union Law Minister Kiren Riji-
ju and Minister of State for Law 
& Justice, Prof SP Singh Baghel

Virtual 
meeting

GOI follows the approach of Zero Tolerance to 
Corruption and Black Money and has adopted 
a framework supported by a strong institutional 
mechanism to deal with corruption.

PM Modi chaired 
UNSC Debate

-- Video 
Conference

Theme: ‘Enhancing Maritime Security – A Case 
for International Cooperation’.

IBSA Tourism Minis-
ters Meeting

Union Minister of Tourism, G. 
Kishan Reddy

Virtual 
Meeting

To enhance cooperation in the tourism sector 
among IBSA nations.
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6th SCO Agriculture 
Ministers Meeting

Union Minister of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, Narendra 
Singh Tomar

Virtual 
Meeting

The innovative technologies have been imple-
mented into the lands to empower rural youth, 
farmers and farm women.

11th Annual Meeting of 
FEMBoSA

Election Commission of Bhutan Virtual 
Meeting

Theme: ‘Use of Technology in Elections’.

5th BRICS Industry 
Ministers Meeting

Union Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal

Virtual 
Meeting

To use technology for good governance in order 
to have transparency and accountability.

11th BRICS NSA     
Meeting

India’s National Security Advi-
sor, Ajit Doval

Virtual 
Meeting

To strengthen political-security cooperation 
among BRICS nations.

1st G20 Ministeri-
al Conference on                   
Women’s Empower-
ment

Union Minister for Women and 
Child Development, Smriti Irani

Virtual 
Meeting

To maintain gender equality, empower women, 
and strengthening women’s safety and security.

11th Meeting of BRICS 
Agriculture Ministers 
Meet

Union Minister for Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare, Narendra 
Singh Tomar

Virtual 
Meeting

To discuss topics like increasing agricultural 
production, enhancing farmers’ income, and 
food price volatility.

India-ASEAN Engi-
neering Partnership 
Summit 2021

Engineering Exports Promotion 
Council (EEPC) with support 
from the Ministry of External 
Affairs and the Department of 
Commerce

Virtual 
Meeting

To discuss the involvement of Indian industries 
in engineering trade and investments areas at the 
ASEAN level.

7th Indian Ocean Naval 
Symposium (IONS)

Admiral Karambir Singh, Chief 
of the Naval Staff

Virtual 
meeting

To have an open discussion related to maritime                
security cooperation, regional maritime issues 
and also promotes friendly relationships among 
the member states.

6th BRICS Culture 
Ministers Meeting 2021

Minister of State (IC) for                    
Culture and Tourism, Prahlad 
Singh Patel

Virtual 
meeting

Theme: Bonding and Harmonizing Cultural                    
Synergy.

17th World Congress 
for Cervical Pathology 
and Colposcopy

Indian Society of Colposcopy 
and Cervical Pathology

Virtual 
meeting

Theme: ‘Eliminating Cervical Cancer: Call for              
Action’

CoWin Global               
Conclave

Ministry of health and family 
welfare, the Ministry of external 
affairs and the National Health 
Mission

Virtual 
meeting

To offer CoWIN as a digital public good to the                  
entire world to fight the coronavirus.

2nd India-Ghana                 
Foreign Office            
Consultations (FOC) 
2021

Rahul Chhabra, Secretary of 
Economic Relations

Capital of 
Ghana, 
named 
Acra

To cooperate in COVID-19 related issues.                
India also assured to help Ghana to grant Covid 
Vaccines.

India & EU participat-
ed in a Meeting

Union Minister for Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare, Narendra 
Singh Tomar and Member of 
European Commission-Agricul-
ture, Janusz Wojciechowski

Virtual 
Meeting

The dignitaries discussed the EU Common Ag-
riculture Policy (CAP), the UN Food System 
Summit, market reforms in India and the strate-
gy of EU Farm to Fork.
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16th Annual Confer-
ence on Road Develop-
ment in India

Union Minister of Road Trans-
port and Highways, Nitin Gad-
kari

Video 
Conference

To discuss rising trends in roadways, with the 
major focus on import substitution, cost-effec-
tiveness, pollution-free alternative fuel.

21st India-Italy Joint 
Commission for                     
Economic Cooperation 
Session

Union Minister Commerce & 
Industry, Piyush Goyal

Virtual 
Meeting

To work jointly to promote SMEs as it is a ma-
jor entity for economic growth and employment 
generation.

7th BRICS Labour & 
Employment Ministers’ 
Meeting

Union Minister for Labour Em-
ployment Bhupender Yadav

Virtual 
Meeting

To cooperate jointly to recover the economy 
from pandemics and have inclusive labour mar-
kets and social protection systems.

CII’s 2nd ‘Aatmanirb-
har Bharat Renewable 
Energy Manufacturing’

Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy and the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Inter-
nal Trade (DPIIT)

Virtual 
Meeting

To attain 450 GW of Renewable Energy capac-
ity by 2030.

World Universities 
Summit 2021

O.P. Jindal Global University Virtual 
Meeting

Theme: ‘Universities of the Future: Building In-
stitutional Resilience, Social Responsibility and 
Community Impact’.

11th Mekong-Ganga 
Cooperation (MGC) 
Meeting

Union External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar

Virtual 
Meeting

They appreciated the progress made by the 
MGC Plan of Action 2019-22 until now.

G20 Energy and                     
Climate Joint Ministe-
rial Meeting

Union Minister of Power and 
New and Renewable Energy

Virtual 
Meeting

The progress made by India to meet its Na-
tionally Determined Contributions (NDC) goals 
by fulfilling the commitment made under Paris 
Agreement.

UN Food Systems 
Pre-Summit 2021

UN and Italy in Rome, Italy Virtual 
Meeting

The journey of Indian agriculture in the areas 
like food shortages food grain exporters through 
various revolutions like Green, White and Blue.

5th BRICS Working 
Group Meet on HPC 
and ICT

Sanjeev Kumar Varshney, Ad-
visor DST

Video 
Conferenc-
ing

To cooperate with each other to use HPC tech-
nologies for weather-climate-environment based 
applications.

74th WHA Meeting of 
WHO

Mrs Dechen Wangmo, Health 
Minister of Bhutan

Geneva, 
Switzer-
land

Theme: ‘Ending this pandemic, preventing the 
next: building together a healthier, safer and 
fairer world.’

1st India-Australia 
JWG Meeting on Cy-
ber Security Coopera-
tion

Paulomi Tripathi, Director 
(Oceania) in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs

Virtual 
meeting

To enhance cooperation in the multilateral fora 
and assured eachother to share data related to 
cybersecurity, legislation and national cyber 
strategies.

NATO Summit 2021 -- Brussels, 
Belgium

The agenda will strengthen political consulta-
tion, the resilience of society, reinforce defence 
and deterrence.

5th Global Tech Event 
VivaTech

Publicis Groupe Video 
Conferenc-
ing

He invited the world to invest in India by men-
tioning strong features of India like Talent, 
Market Culture of Openness, Eco-system and 
Capital.
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Conference of BRICS 
Network Universities

-- Virtual 
Meeting

Theme: ‘Electric Mobility’.

42nd FAO Conference Union Minister for Agriculture 
and Farmer’s Welfare, Naren-
dra Singh Tomar

Virtual 
Meeting

To support Sustainable Development through the 
agri-food systems for Better Production, Better              
Nutrition, a Better Environment, and a Better 
Life, with an aim that no one should be left 
behind.

G20 Education Minis-
ters Meeting

Minister of State for Education, 
Sanjay Dhotre

Virtual 
Meeting

To ensure continuity of quality education during 
the pandemic state of COVID-19.

BRICS Green Hydro-
gen Summit 2021

NTPC Ltd Virtual 
Meeting

To discuss and address issues faced in the Green 
Hydrogen sector in areas like technology, fi-
nance and efficiency.

Global Investors 
Roundtable

US-India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF)

Virtual 
Meeting

The dignitaries discussed potential investment                   
opportunities and the role of ongoing policy re-
forms which will allow Ease-of-Doing-Business 
in India.

Ministerial Level                 
Thematic Forum 
for UN High Level                                      
Dialogue on Energy

-- Virtual 
Meeting

To promote implementation of the energy-relat-
ed goals and targets of the 2030 agenda to attain 
sustainable development.

G7 Digital and Tech-
nology Ministerial 
Meeting

Union Minister of Electronics 
and Information Technology, 
Ravi Shankar Prasad

Video 
Conferenc-
ing

Theme: Building Back Better

5th Codex Committee 
on Spices and Culinary 
Herbs (CCSCH) Ses-
sion

Rita Teaotia, Chairperson of 
FSSAI

Virtual 
meeting

The quality standards for these 4 spices were 
forwarded to the Codex Alimentarius Commis-
sion (CAC) for adoption and to give them recog-
nition as full-fledged Codex standards.

1st Ind-Fra-Aus Trilat-
eral Foreign Ministeri-
al Dialogue

Union External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar

Virtual 
meeting

To boost cooperation in Indo-Pacific strategic 
landscape, to have open and rule-based Indo-Pa-
cific ties.

India-EU Leaders 
Meeting

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Virtual 
meeting

To resume negotiations for a balanced and com-
prehensive free trade deal and investment agree-
ment.

4th India -Swiss              
Financial Dialogue

Ajay Seth, Secretary Economic 
Affairs

Virtual 
meeting

They also discussed the topics related to G20, 
IMF, and tax challenges ad assured to grant sup-
port to digitize the economies.

BRICS Employment 
Working Group (EWG) 
Meet

Apurva Chandra, Secretary,          
Labour and Employment

Virtual 
Meeting

To resolve the issues related to Social                                         
Security Agreement (SSA) by conducting dia-
logue and entering into agreements.

Summit on Financing 
of African Economies 
2021

Minister of the State for Exter-
nal Affairs, V Muraleedharan

Virtual 
Meeting

To plan financial resources to retrieve the Afri-
can Economy which is severely affected due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Upcoming ISRO Missions

1    Gaganyaan  June 2022 Uncrewed spacecraft 
flight test

2 Aditya-L1 2022 Solar observation

3 Chandrayaan-3 2022 Lunar lander, the rover

4 Gaganyaan 2 2022–23 Uncrewed spacecraft 
flight test

5 NISAR Jan 2023 SAR satellite

6 Gaganyaan 3 2023 Crewed spacecraft

7 Shukrayaan-1 Dec 2024 Venus orbiter

8 Lunar Polar 
Exploration 
Mission

2024 Lunar lander, the rover

9 Mangalyaan 2 2024 Mars orbiter

Upcoming targets of Govt. of India

Aims Target Time
PM vision of $ 5 trillion Economy 2025
To Eliminate TB 2025
Housing for All 2022
Doubling Farmers income 2022
One Nation One Ration Card 2020
To generate solar Power (500GW) 2030
Har Ghar Jal 2024
Utkarsh (Road Plan by RBI) 2022
Clean Drinking water to all by 2024
TAPI gas pipeline project is expected 
to be completed by

2022

Bharatmala project
35000km highway 
by 2018-22

India  to surpass china’s population 2027
Net zero carbon emitting in Indian 
railways

2030

Mission Gaganyaa December 2021
Mangalyaan 2 2022-23
Piyush Goyal target Railways to run 
100% on electricity by 

2024

India brings forward target of 20% 
ethanol-blending in petrol

 2023

‘Energy independent’ 2047
Rice under all scheme to be fortified 2024

Six lakh villages to get internet                 
connectivity by

2024

zero road accident fatalities 2030

Green Railway’ 2030

Important military exercises

Name of              
Exercise

Participating                   
Nations

Conducted at

PANEX-21 India, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Bhutan, My-
anmar, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand

Pune, Mahar-
ashtra

EKUVERIN-21 India and Maldives Kadhdhoo                    
Island, Maldives

15th ‘Dosti’             
Exercise

India, Maldives, 
and Sri Lanka

India, Maldives, 
and Sri Lanka

SITMEX–21 Navies of India, 
Singapore, and 
Thailand

Andaman Sea

6th ‘EX SHAK-
TI 2021’

Navies of India and 
France

Frejus, France

32nd India –
Thailand COR-
PAT

Indian Navy and the 
Royal Thai Navy

Indian Ocean

‘Konkan Shakti 
2021’

India and the United 
Kingdom

Arabian Sea

‘Samudra      
Shakti’

Navies of India and 
Indonesia

Sunda Strait,                   
Indonesia

‘Surya Kiran’ India and Nepal Pithoragarh,               
Uttarakhand

4th                       
‘AUSINDEX’

Indian Navy and the 
Royal Australian 
Navy

North Australian 
Exercise Area

‘SIMBEX-2021’ Singapore and India South China Sea
‘AL-MOHED 
AL-HINDI 
2021’

India and Saudi 
Arabia

Indian Navy and 
Royal Saudi Na-
val Force

‘Zayed Talwar 
Exercise 2021’

Navies of India and 
UAE

Abu Dhabi

36th CORPAT 
Exercise

India and Indonesia Indian Ocean               
region

‘TTX-2021’ India, Sri Lanka and 
the Maldives

Maritime               
Warfare Centre, 
Mumbai

‘PASSEX’ Indian and Indone-
sian Navies

Southern                    
Arabian Sea

‘Samudra               
Setu-II’

Kolkata, Kochi, 
Talwar, Tabar,               
Trikand, Jalashwa 
and Airavat

Indian Navy

Varuna 2021 Indian and French 
Navy

Arabian Sea
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11th Indo-US 
Joint Special 
Forces Exercise 
Vajra Prahar 
2021

India and the US Bakloh in                              
Himachal 
Pradesh

‘PASSEX’ Indian Navy and the 
United States Navy

Eastern Indian 
Ocean Region 
(Bay of Bengal)

‘DUSTLIK II’ India and Uzbeki-
stan

Chaubatia near 
Ranikhet, Ut-
tarakhand

Exercise Desert 
Flag-VI

United States (US), 
France, South Ko-
rea, United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. 
Greece, Jordan, Ku-
wait and Egypt

Al-Dhafra air-
base, UAE

‘PASSEX                 
Exercise’

Indian and Indone-
sian

Arabian Sea

‘Iran-Russia 
Maritime Secu-
rity Belt 2021’

Indian Navy joined 
Iran and Russia

Northern Indian 
Ocean

TROPEX-21 Indian Navy, In-
dian Army, Coast 
Guard, and Indian 
Air Force

Indian Ocean

16th Yudh 
Abhyas

India and the United 
States

Mahajan Field 
Firing Ranges of 
Bikaner district 
of Rajasthan

AMPHEX – 21 Indian Army, Indian 
Navy and Indian Air 
Force

Andaman and 
Nicobar group 
of islands

Indo-French 
Joint Exer-
cise Desert 
Knight-21

Indian Air Force 
and French Air and 
Space Force

Air Force Sta-
tion of Jodhpur, 
Rajasthan

2nd Edition of 
‘Sea Vigil-21’

Indian Navy, Cus-
toms, Coast Guard, 
and other maritime 
agencies

Indian Navy

Popular books and their authors

Book Name Author Name

Gandhi’s Assassin: The Making of 
Nathuram Godse and His Idea of 
India

Dhirendra K. Jha

Mamata: Beyond 2021 Jayanta Ghosal

Ratan N. Tata: The Authorized 
Biography

Dr. Thomas Matthew

Indomitable: A Working Woman’s 
Notes on Life, Work, and Lead-
ership

Arundhati Bhattacha-
rya

Bose: The untold story of an in-
convenient nationalist

Chandrachur Ghose

The Legend of Birsa Munda Tuhin A Sinha and 
Ankita Verma

India’s Women Unsung Heroes Meenakshi Lekhi

A Little Book of India: Celebrat-
ing 75 Years of Independence

Ruskin Bond

The $10 Trillion Dream Subhash Chandra 
Garg

All You Need is Josh: Stories of 
Courage and Conviction in 21st 
century India

Supriya Paul

Languages of Truth: Essays 2003-
2020

Salman Rushdie

All Roads Lead North: Nepal’s 
Turn To China

Amish Raj Mulmi

1232km: The Long Journey Home Vinod Kapri

Skill It, Kill It Ronnie Screwvala

Home in the World Amartya Sen

Believe-What Life and Cricket 
Taught Me

Suresh Raina

The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for 
a Planet in Crisis

Amitav Ghosh

Monk in a Merc Ashok Pangariya

The 7 Sins of Being a Mother Tahira Kashyap Khur-
rana

Habba Khatoon Kajal Suri

What is Consciousness? Dr Vipin Gupta

What is Para Consciousness? Dr Vipin Gupta

Will Will Smith and Mark 
Manson

My Joys and Sorrows- as a Moth-
er of a Special Child

Krishna Saksena

It’s a Wonderful Life Ruskin Bond

Fiercely Female: The Dutee 
Chand Story

Sundeep Mishra

Kashmiri Century: Portrait of a 
Society in Flux

Khemlata Wakhlu
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Policymaker’s Journal: From New 
Delhi to Washington DC

Kaushik Basu

Climate Change Explained—For 
One and All

Aakash Ranison

The Bench Meghan Markle

Elephant in the Womb Kalki Koechlin

Life in the Clock Tower Valley Shakoor Rather

1971: The Beginning of India’s 
Cricketing Greatness

Borai Majumdar and 
Gautam Bhattacharya

All Time Favorites for Children Ruskin Bond

Sikkim: A History of Intrigue and 
Alliance

Preet Mohan Singh 
Malik

Buddha in Gandhara Sunita Dwivedi

Nehru, Tibet and China Avtar Singh Bhasin

India and Asian Geopolitics: The 
Past, Present

Shivshankar Menon

Sach Kahun Toh Neena Gupta

Stargazing: The Players in my 
Life

Ravi Shastri

Savarkar: A Contested Legacy 
(1924-1966)

Vikram Sampath

Names of the Women Jeet Thayil

Suparipalana Dr Shailendra Joshi

Agriculture in India: Contempo-
rary Challenges- in the context of 
doubling farmers income

Dr Mohan Kanda

Cinema Through Rasa: A Tryst 
with Masterpieces in the Light of 
Rasa Siddhanta

Prachand Praveer

Wisdom for Start-ups from 
Grownups: Discovering Corporate 
Ayurveda

R Gopalakrishnan and 
R Narayanan

Manohar Parrikar: Brilliant Mind, 
Simple Life

Nitin Gokhale

Neelimarani- My Mother, My 
Hero

Dr Achyuta Samanta

Odisha Itihaas
Utkal Keshari 
Harekrushna Mahtab

Akhtari: The Life and Music of 
Begum Akhtar

Yatindra Mishra

India’s Power Elite: Class, Caste 
and a Cultural revolution

Sanjay Baru

The Christmas Pig JK Rowling

Wanderers, Kings, Merchants: 
The Story of India through its 
Languages

Peggy Mohan

The Living Mountain: A Fable for 
Our Times

Amitav Ghosh

Advantage India: The Story of In-
dian Tennis

Anindya Dutta

The Mystery of the Parsee Law-
yer: Arthur Conan Doyle, George 
Edalji and the case of the foreigner 
in the English Village

Shrabani Basu

Joe Biden: American Dreamer Evan Osnos

Artificial Intelligence and the Fu-
ture of Power: 5 Battlegrounds

Rajiv Malhotra

Dynasty to Democracy: The Un-
told Story of Smriti Irani’s Tri-
umph

Anant Vijay

The Green Queens of India- A Na-
tion’s Pride

Prakash Javadekar

Karunanidhi: A Life AS Pannerselvan

Baanjh: Incomplete Lives of Com-
plete Women

Susmita Mukherjee

Hunchprose Ranjit Hoskote

Prince with a Paintbrush: The Sto-
ry of Raja Ravi Varma

Shobha Tharoor Srin-
ivasan

My Life in Full: Work, Family 
and Our Future

Indra Nooyi

Undertow Jahnavi Barua

Battle Ready for 21st Century Lt Gen AK Singh and 
Brig. Narendra Ku-
mar

India’s Power Elite: Caste, Class 
and Cultural Revolution

Sanjaya Baru

The Pain-Free Mindset: 7 Steps to 
Taking Control and Overcoming 
Chronic Pain

Dr. Deepak Ravin-
dran

Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s 
Case for Hope and Healing in a 
Dividend World

Katharine Hayhoe

Bringing Governments and People 
Closer

Dr M Ramachandran

My Experiments with Silence Samir Soni

Escaped: True Stories of Indian 
Fugitives in London

Danish Khan and Ruhi 
Khan
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Names of the Women Jeet Thayil

Indians: A Brief History of a Civ-
ilization

Namit Arora

From Incremental to Exponential Vivek Wadhwa, Is-
mail Amla and Alex 
Salkever

Wild and Wilful: Tale of 15 Iconic 
Indian Species

Neha Sinha

Name Place Animal Things Daribha Lyndem

Yearbook Seth Rogen

Yes Man: The Untold Story of 
Rana Kapoor

Pavan C. Lall

The Little Book of Encouragement Dalai Lama

Whereabouts Jhumpa Lahiri

1857- The Sword of Mastann Vineet Bajpai

Parliamentary Messenger in Ra-
jasthan

Dr K N Bhandari

Beautiful Things’ A Memoir Hunter Biden (Son of 
US President Joe Bid-
en)

Platform Scale: For A Post-Pan-
demic World

Sangeet Paul 
Choudary

By Many a Happy Accident: Rec-
ollections of a Life

Former Vice Presi-
dent Mohammad Ha-
mid Ansari

The Terrible, Horrible, Very Bad 
Good News

Meghna Pant

Turn Around India: 2020- Sur-
mounting Past Legacy

RP Gupta

Unfinished Priyanka Chopra Jo-
nas

Kamala’s Way: An American Life Dan Morain

Mapping Love Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari

Tipane Kashmirchi (Notes on 
Kashmir), Untold Stories

Arun Karmarkar

ASOCA: A Sutra Irwin Allan Sealy

Sarasvati’s Gift Kavita Kane

The Epic Battle of Longewala Air Marshal Retd 
Bharat Kumar

Indian Economy’s Greatest Cri-
sis: impact of Coronavirus and the 
Raod Ahead

Arun Kumar

Louiz Banks: A Symphony of 
Love

Ashis Ghatak

Maverick Messiah: A Political Bi-
ography of N T Rama Rao

Ramesh Kandula

Agriculture Acts 2020 Justice A K Rajan

They Found What/They Made What? 
Dr Darlie O Koshy ‘Runway to 
Skilled India

Shweta Taneja

Leadership Lessons from 22 Yards Srikanth Ram

Because India Comes First Ram Madhav

Stories I Must Tell: The Journey 
of an Actor

Kabir Bedi

The Lost Soul Olga Tokarczuk

#METOO Karan Puri

The Last Light of Glory Days: 
Stories from Nagaland

Dr Avinuo Kire

India: A Scamstar Born Every 
Minute

Snigdha Poonam

Sabarimala Vijnaanakosham KS Vijayanath

Vahana Masterclass Alfredo Coveli

Right Under Our Nose R. Giridharan

India’s 71-Year Test: The Journey 
to Triumph in Australia

R. Kaushik

Making of a General-A Himalayan 
Echo

Lt. Gen. Konsam 
Himalay Singh

Gazing Eastwards: Of Buddhist 
Monks and Revolutionaries in 
China, 1957

Romila Thapar

Unscripted: Conversations on Life 
and Cinema

Vidhu Vinod Chopra 
and Abhijat Joshi

The Commonwealth of Cricket Ramachandra Guha

Manohar Parrikar-Off the Record Waman Subha Prabhu

Abdul Kalam- Ninaivugalukku 
Maranamillai

Dr APJM Nazema 
Maraikayar and Dr Y 
S Rajan

Flying Blind: India’s Quest for 
Global Leadership

Mohamed Zeeshan

India 2030: The Rise of a Rajasic 
Nation

Gautam Chikermane

The Law of Emergency Powers: 
Comparative Common Law Per-
spectives

Dr Abhishek Singh-
vi and Prof. Khagesh 
Gautam
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Soumitra Chatterjee: A Life in 
Cinema, Theatre, Poetry and 
Painting

Arun Sengupta and 
Partha Mukherjee

Race With Me! Andre De Grasse and 
Robert Budd

After Lives, Gravel Heart and 
Paradise

Abdulrazak Gurnah

Transformation in Times of Crisis Nitin Rakesh and Jer-
ry Wind

The Startup Wife Tahmima Anam`

Policymaker’s Journal: From New 
Delhi to Washington, DC

Kaushik Basu

Nathuram Godse: The True Story 
of Gandhi’s Assassin

Dhaval Kulkarni

Lady Doctors: The Untold Stories 
of India’s First Women in Med-
icine

Kavitha Rao

India To The Rescue Sushant Singh

Operation Khukri Rajpal Punia

Pregnancy Bible Kareena Kapoor

The Ramayan of Shri Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji

Baljit Kaur Tulsi

The Struggle Within: A Memoir 
of the Emergency

Ashok Chakravarti

The Long Game: How the Chinese 
Negotiate with India

Vijay Gokhale

RSS: Building India Through 
SEWA

Sudhanshu Mittal

The India Story Bimal Jalan

Renegades: Born in the USA Barack Obama & 
Bruce Springsteen

An Ordinary Life: Portrait of an 
Indian Generation

Ashok Lavasa

Why We Kneel, How We Rise Michael Holding

China Room Sunjeev Sahota

Mission Domination: An Unfin-
ished Quest

Boria Majumdar & 
Kushan Sarkar

Know Your Rights and Claim 
Them: A Guide for Youth

Angelina Jolie

Back To The Roots Luke Coutinho & 
Tamannaah Bhatia

Human Rights and Terrorism in 
India

Subramanian Swamy

INDIA vs UK – the story of an 
unprecedented diplomatic win

Syed Akbaruddin

The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for 
a Planet in Crisis

Amitav Ghosh

The Stars in My Sky Divya Dutta

Actually…I Met Them: A Memoir Gulzar

The Promise Damon Galgut

Pride, Prejudice, and Punditry Shashi Tharoor

Sunrise over Ayodhya Salman Khurshid

400 Days Chetan Bhagat

A biography of Dadabhai Naoroji Dinyar Patel

Yogi Adityanath: Religion, Poli-
tics, and Power: The untold story

Sharad Pradhan and 
Atul Chandra

The Monk Who Transformed Ut-
tar Pradesh: How Yogi Aditynath 
Changed UP Waala Bhaiya abuse 
to a Badge of Honour

Shantanu Gupta

Things to leave behind Namita Gokhale

Delhi: A Soliloquy M Mukundan

Nobel Prizes 2021

 Field Recipient Contributions

Chemistry Benjamin List 
and David W.C. 
MacMillan

Finding an easier 
and environmental-
ly cleaner way to 
build molecules that 
can be used to make 
compounds, includ-
ing medicines and 
pesticides (organo-
catalysis).

Physics Syukuro 
Manabe, Klaus 
Hasselmann and 
Giorgio Parisi

Understanding of 
complex physical 
systems.

Medicine David Julius 
and Ardem Pat-
apoutian

For their work in 
the field of soma-
tosensation, that is 
the ability of spe-
cialised organs such 
as eyes, ears and 
skin to see, hear 
and feel.
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Peace 
Prize

Maria Ressa and 
Dmitry Muratov

For their ef-
forts to safeguard                         
freedom of ex-
pression, which is 
a precondition for      
democracy and last-
ing peace.

Literature A b d u l r a z a k 
Gurnah

For his uncompro-
mising and compas-
sionate penetration 
of the effects of 
colonialism and the 
fate of the refugee 
in the gulf between 
cultures and conti-
nents.

Economics David Card, 
Joshua Angrist 
and Guido Im-
bens

Research on wages, 
jobs

         
Important Days and Themes

Days Observed as Theme

2th February World Wetlands 
Day

Wetlands Action for 
People and  Nature

4th February World Cancer Day Close the Care Gap

6th February International Day 
of Zero Tolerance 
for Female Genital 
Mutilation

Accelerating Invest-
ment to End Female 
Genital Mutilation

14th- 18th 
February

Financial Literacy 
week 2022 by RBI

Go Digital, Go Secure

10th February National Deworm-
ing Day

To raise awareness 
about the importance 
of deworming, mainly 
for children from 1 to 
19 years of age.

12th February National Produc-
tivity Day

National Productivity 
Day and Productivity 
week organized by 
National Productivity 
Council (NPC).

13th February World Radio Day The Day was decid-
ed by UNESCO on 
3 November 2011 
during its 36th con-
ference

13th February National Women’s 
Day

To commemorate the 
birth anniversary of  
Sarojini Naidu first 
woman Governor of 
Uttar Pradesh

20th February United Nations’ 
(UN) World Day 
of Social Justice

Achieving Social             
Justice through                 
Formal Employment

21th February International 
Mother   Lan-
guage Day

Using technology for 
multilingual learn-
ing: Challenges and                 
opportunities

22th February World Thinking 
Day

Our World, Our 
Equal Future

4 th  J anua ry 
2022

World Braille Day -

9 th  J anua ry 
2022

Pravasi Bhartiya 
Divas or Non- 
Resident Indian 
Day

-

10th January 
2022

World Hindi Day -

11th January 
2022

National                        
Human Traffick-
ing Awareness day

-

12th January 
2022

National Youth  
Day

‘It’s all in the mind’

15th January 
2022

Indian Army Day --

23rd January 
2022

‘Parakram Diwas’ -

25th January 
2022

National Tourism 
Day

-

30th January 
2022

World Leprosy 
Day

-

1st December 
2021

World AIDS Day -

4th December 
2021

National Navy Day ‘Swarnim Vijay 
Varsh’

8th December 
to 14th De-
cember 2021

Energy Conserva-
tion Week

-

10th Decem-
ber 2021

10th December 
2021

‘EQUALITY – Re-
ducing inequalities, 
advancing human 
rights’
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16th Decem-
ber 2021

50th Vijay Diwas -

18th Decem-
ber 2021

International Mi-
grants Day

Harnessing the poten-
tial of human mobility

2 0 t h  D e -
cember to 
25th Decem-
ber 2021

Good Governance 
Week 2021

 ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki 
Aur’

25th Decem-
ber 2021

Good Governance 
Day

-

27th Decem-
ber 2021

International day 
for Epidemic                
Preparedness

-

8th November 
2021

International Day 
of Radiology

Interventional Radiol-
ogy – Active care for 
the patient

9th November 
2021

National Legal 
Services Day

-

11th Novem-
ber 2021

National Education 
Day

-

12th Novem-
ber 2021

World Pneumonia 
Day

-

14th Novem-
ber 2021

World Diabetes 
Day

Access to Diabetes 
Care

14th Novem-
ber 2021

Children’s Day -

16th Novem-
ber 2021

National Press Day -

19th Novem-
ber 2021

552nd Guru Nanak 
Jayanti

-

2nd October 
to 8th October 
2021

Wildlife Week 
2021

-

4 th  Oc tober 
2021

World Habitat Day -

8 th  Oc tober 
2021

Indian Air Force 
Day

-

9 th  Oc tober 
2021

World Migratory 
Bird Day

‘Sing, Fly, Soar – 
Like a Bird!’

26th October 
to 1st Novem-
ber 2021

Vigilance Aware-
ness Week 2021

Independent India 
@75: Self Reliance 
with Integrity

31st October 
2021

Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas or National 
Unity Day

-

2nd Septem-
ber 2021

World Coconut 
Day

 ‘Building a Safe 
Inclusive Resilient 
and Sustainable 
Coconut Community 
Amid COVID19- 
Pandemic & Beyond’

5th September 
2021

International Day 
of Charity

-

8th September 
2021

International                 
Literacy Day

Literacy for a hu-
man-centered recov-
ery: Narrowing the 
digital divide

14th Septem-
ber 2021

National Hindi   
Diwas or Hindi 
Day

-

15th Septem-
ber 2021

International Day 
of Democracy

‘Strengthening demo-
cratic resilience in the 
face of future crises’

16th Septem-
ber 2021

World Ozone Day ‘Montreal Protocol – 
keeping us, our food 
and vaccines cool’

18th Septem-
ber 2021

World Bamboo 
Day

‘#PlantBamboo: It 
Is Time To Plant                  
Bamboo’

21st Septem-
ber 2021

International Day 
of Peace

‘Recovering Better 
for an Equitable and 
Sustainable World’

21st Septem-
ber 2021

World Alzheimer’s 
Day

‘Know Dementia, 
Know Alzheimer’s’

27th Septem-
ber 2021

World Tourism 
Day

 Tourism for Inclusive 
Growth

28th Septem-
ber 2021

World Rabies Day Rabies: Facts, not 
Fear

29th Septem-
ber 2021

World Heart Day Use Heart to Connect’

30th Septem-
ber 2021

World Maritime 
Day

Seafarers at the core 
of shipping’s future

1st August to 
7 t h  A u g u s t 
2021

World Breastfeed-
ing Week (WBW)

Protect Breastfeeding: 
A Shared Responsi-
bility’

7 t h  A u g u s t 
2021

National Hand-
loom Day

12th August 
2021

International 
Youth Day

 ‘Transforming Food 
Systems: Youth 
Innovation for Human 
and Planetary Health’
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22nd August 
2021

World Sanskrit 
Day

 Stop Multiple 
Sclerosis

23rd August 
to 27th Au-
gust 2021

World Water 
Week

‘Building Resilience 
Faster’

1st July 2021 National Doctors 
Day

-

11th July 2021 World Population 
Day

‘The impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic 
on fertility’

28th July 2021 World Hepatitis 
Day

Hepatitis Can’t Wait’

30th July 2021 World Day Against 
Trafficking in    
Persons

Victims’ Voices Lead 
the Way.’

5th June 2021 World Environ-
ment Day

Reimagine Recreate 
Restore

7th June 2021 World Food Safety 
Day

Safe food today for a 
healthy tomorrow

8th June 2021 World Oceans Day ‘The Ocean: Life and 
Livelihoods’

12th June 
2021

World Day 
Against Child 
Labour

Act now: End child 
labour

14th June 
2021

World Blood              
Donor Day

Give blood and keep 
the world-beating

20th June 
2021

World Refugee 
Day

Together we heal, 
learn and shine

21st June 
2021

International Day 
of Yoga

Yoga for well-being

21st June 
2021

World                             
Hydrography Day

One Hundred Years 
of International                
Cooperation in                              
Hydrography

23rd June 
2021

International 
Olympic Day

Stay healthy, stay 
strong, stay active 
with the #Olympic-
Day workout on 23 
June

26th June 
2021

International Day 
Against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking

Share Facts on Drugs, 
Save Lives

27th June 
2021

United Nations 
Micro, Small and 
Medium-sized 
Enterprises Day

‘MSME 2021: Key to 
an inclusive and sus-
tainable recovery’

29th June 
2021

National Statistics 
Day

End hunger, achieve 
food security and im-
proved nutrition and 
promote sustainable 
agriculture

3rd May 2021 World Press                   
Freedom Day

Information as a Pub-
lic Good

4th May 2021 World Asthma 
Day

Uncovering Asthma 
Misconceptions

5th May 2021 World Hand Hy-
giene Day

Seconds Save Lives: 
Clean Your Hands

7th May 2021 World Athletics 
Day

8th May 2021 World Red Cross 
Day and Red Cres-
cent Day

Unstoppable’

8th May 2021 World Migratory 
Bird Day

12th May 
2021

International    
Nurses Day

‘Nurses: A Voice to 
Lead- A Vision for 
Future Healthcare’

17th May 
2021

World                          
Hypertension Day

Measure your blood 
pressure accurately, 
control it, live longer

17th May to 
23rd May 
2021

6th UN Glob-
al Road Safety   
Week

Streets for Life

18th May 
2021

World AIDS                
Vaccine Day

20th May 
2021

World Metrology 
Day

Measurement for 
Health

22nd May 
2021

International Day 
for Biological 
Diversity

We are part of the 
solution

23rd May 
2021

World Turtle Day Turtles Rock

25th May 
2021

World Thyroid 
Day

28th May 
2021

World Hunger Day
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One Liner Miscellaneous

May 2021:

 ¾ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 
monetary penalty of Rs.1 crore on Union Bank 
of  India (UBI) for non-compliance with certain                                                                                    
provisions of its directions relating to fraud                              
classification and reporting and sale of stressed                   
assets. 

 ¾ The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the                        
central government have signed a $ 250 million 
loan to support the National Industrial Corridor                                                                                              
Development  Program (NICDP) to boost the                 
country’s manufacturing competitiveness and generate 
high level employment. 

 ¾ State Bank of India (SBI) signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Kendriya Sainik Board 
to support and educate the children of war veterans, 
ex-servicemen, and war widows. 

 ¾ The Government of India and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has signed a $112 million loan to set 
up a skill university in Assam that will strengthen                       
industry-aligned and flexible skills education and                                                               
training system in the state. 

 ¾ Aarati Krishnan, has been inducted as a member of 
the Securities & Exchange Board of India’s Advisory 
Committee on Mutual Funds.  

 ¾ Bajaj Finserv, one of the largest financial                                    
conglomerates in India, has kicked off the second 
phase of ‘Savdhaan Rahein. Safe Rahein’. a public                                                                                
awareness campaign focusing on Life Insurance 
Frauds. 

 ¾ India has registered the highest ever annual Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) inflow of 81.97 billion dollar 
in 2020-21.  

 ¾ Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag 
Thakur, has announced that, Prasar Bharati has                 
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with 
IIT, Kanpur to develop Next Generation Broadcast 
solution for digital terrestrial broadcasting 

 ¾ Production Linked Incentive of Rs. 120 crore is                   
provided for Indian manufacturers of drone and drone 
components 

 ¾ On November 30, The Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment announced the Centre has formed a 
three-member committee to review the criteria for 
reservation for the Economically Weaker Sections 

(EWS) category. 

 ¾ ‘Bijli Utsav’ organized by REC in Assam as part of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

 ¾ The Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIE) 
of IIIT Hyderabad has won a Rs.5-crore grant                   
under the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme run by the                   
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT), Government of India. 

 ¾ The Centre is set to launch the Residential                                    
Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted 
Areas (SRESHTA) scheme. 

 ¾ National Cadet Corps (NCC) is conducting ‘Azadi ki 
Vijay Shrankhla aur Sanskritiyon ka 

 ¾ Mahasangam’ event as part of Azadi ka Amrit                            
Mahotsav.  

 ¾ Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U 2.0),                
under the aegis of the Ministry of Housing and                    
Urban Affairs (MoHUA), has launched the Swachh                        
Technology Challenge. 

 ¾ The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 
along with the Centre for Ganga River Basin Manage-
ment and Studies (c-Ganga) are organizing the 6th edi-
tion of the India Water Impact Summit (IWIS) from 
9th December to 14th December 2021. 

 ¾ “Main Bhi Digital 3.0” campaign aimed at digital 
onboarding of Street Vendors who are provided 
loans under PM SVANidhi Scheme 

 ¾ The Education Ministry has launched a mobile app 
called Bhasha Sangam in order to help people acquire 
basic conversation ability in languages other than one’s 
mother tongue to at least 75 lakh people.  

 ¾ Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has chaired              
India Global Forum Healthcare Roundtable in Dubai.  

 ¾ Haiderpur Wetland of Western Uttar Pradesh 
has been recognised under the 1971 Ramsar                                                 
Convention on Wetlands, bringing the total number of 
such  designated areas in the country to 47. 

 ¾ North Eastern Development Finance                                                        
Corporation Ltd. (NEDFi) has launched the Atma 
Nirbhar Hastshilpkar scheme which will provide                   
financial assistance to the grass root Artisans of the 
region. 

 ¾ NITI Aayog in partnership with Bharti Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of Bharti Enterprises, launched 
Convoke 2021-22. 

 ¾ Rural Development Minister Giriraj Singh launched 
the Management Information System (MIS) portal 
for rankings of States and Union Territories in Land                  
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Acquisition Projects.  

 ¾ The union cabinet approved the proposal to rise the 
minimum age of marriage for women from 18 to 21 
years old. 

 ¾ Competition Commission of India (CCI) approves  
acquisition of shareholding in Air India Limited, Air 
India Express Limited and Air India SATS Airport 
Services Private Limited by Talace Private Limited. 

 ¾ Atal Innovation Mission, and NITI Aayog launches 
Vernacular Innovation Program (VIP) to Empower 
Innovators. 

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh government has organized a mega 
event at AIIMS Bilaspur to mark the achievement of 
hundred percent COVID vaccination of second dose 
for its eligible population. 

 ¾ Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh to inaugurate 7th 
International Science Festival of India in Goa 

 ¾ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has chaired the                        
All- India Mayors’ Conference in Varanasi via  video 
conferencing.  

 ¾ The Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited 
(IFFCO) has been ranked ‘number one Cooperative’ 
among the top 300 cooperatives in the globe. 

 ¾ The Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO’s 
2003 Convention on Safeguarding of the Intangible     
Cultural Heritage has inscribed ‘Durga Puja in Kolka-
ta’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity during its 16th session being 
held at Paris, France from 13th to 18th December 
2021. 

 ¾ India will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of 
UNSC in January 2022 after 10 years.  

 ¾ Telangana was the first in the implementation of 
the Syama Prasad Mookerjee Rurban Mission                             
(SPMRM), Tamil Nadu and Gujarat secured the              
second and third positions respectively. 

 ¾ Russia’s navy has successfully test-fired a prospective 
hypersonic missile Zircon cruise missile in the White 
Sea. 

 ¾ CSIR-IIP Dehradun’s home-grown technology to                      
produce bio-jet fuel has been formally approved for 
use on military aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

 ¾ Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) successfully tested indigenously developed 
High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT)                   
Abhyas from Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chan-
dipur off the coast, Odisha. 

 ¾ China successfully launched a new communications                                                                                        

satellite Zhongxing-1D or ChinaSat-1 from the 
Xichang Satellite Launch Centre in southwest                                     
Sichuan Province 

 ¾ The new butterfly species Zographetus dzonguensis 
wa founded in the Namprickdang area, Noom Panang 
Village in upper Dzongu, North District, Sikkim. 

 ¾ US space agency NASA launched its new X-ray                    
Mission to unlock the secrets of extreme cosmic                  
objects. The mission lifted off aboard SpaceX’s Falcon 
9 rocket from historic Launch Complex 39A (LC-39A) 
at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida, United 
States. 

 ¾ The Defence Research and Development                                          
Organisation (DRDO) successfully test-fired                              
Supersonic Missile Assisted Torpedo (SMART) off 
the coast of Balasore in Odisha. 

 ¾ IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, The                               
destruction of wetlands is leading to the decline of 
dragonflies worldwide & the number of species at risk 
of extinction on the Red List has exceeded 40,000 for 
the first time. 

 ¾ Russia has launched a new nuclear powered ice                  
breaker ‘Sibir’ that will contribute to the rapidly                  
growing fleet of lethal icebreakers to keep the Northern 
Sea Route open for year-round shipping through the 
Arctic enabling wider presence of India in the region. 

 ¾ Cabinet approves continuation of Pradhan Mantri Awaas 
Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G) beyond March 2021 till 
March 2024  

June 

 ¾ One of the oldest crypto companies in India,                                 
ZebPay, launched a new lending platform for                                             
crypto asset exchange. ZebPay will offer both open and                     
fixed-term lending using the platform.

 ¾ The World Bank has approved a USD 500 million     
program to help boost India’s MSME sector. The  
programme targets improvements in the performance 
of five lakh 50 thousand MSMEs.

 ¾ Women’s personal care brand, Clovia in partnership 
with Alliance Insurance launched a tailor- made                 
insurance policy. “Women’s cancer shield” for breast 
cancer female patients.

 ¾ Flipkart, India’s homegrown e-commerce marketplace 
has launched a contactless, QR-code-based payment 
facility for all its pay-on-delivery shipments.

 ¾ Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar (IIT Ropar) 
in Punjab has developed a first-of-its-kind IoT                          
device – AmbiTag that records real-time ambient                                 
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temperature during the transportation of perishable 
products,  vaccines and even body organs and blood.

 ¾ ‘National AI Portal’ celebrated its first anniversary on 
May 28, 2021.

 ¾ Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) will set-up the               
country’s first international maritime services                   
cluster at GIFT City.

 ¾ The Central government increased the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) of kharif crops for the 2021- 21 
crop season (July-June) by an average 3.7 per cent as 
compared to the previous year with the maximum hike 
reserved for pulses and oilseeds to encourage farmers to 
shift from paddy.

 ¾ Mega-launch event ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’ – Mission Van 
Dhan, was launched by Shri Arjun Munda, Minister 
for Tribal Affairs at the new premises of TRIFED 
Head Office in New Delhi.

 ¾ Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union Minister for Law & 
Justice, Communications and Electronics & IT, formal-
ly launched the e-filing portal of Income Tax Appellate 
Tribunal (ITAT), ‘itat e-dwar’.

 ¾ Union Minister PrakashJavadekar launches Detailed 
Project Reports (DPRs) of LiDAR Survey of Forest 
Areas for 10 States.

 ¾ Union Government announced the Scheme FAME II(-
Faster Adoption and Manufacture of Hybrid and 
Electric Vehicles) extended till 2024.

 ¾ “Weyan, a village in district Bandipora (J&K) has 
become the first village in the country, where the entire 
population above 18 years has been vaccinated”.

 ¾ Rajasthan has launched Chief Minister Anuprati 
Coaching Scheme to help under privileged students 
prepare for entrance examinations to civil services 
and professional courses, with an aim to give them 
equal opportunity.

 ¾ Raja Parba, a 3-day festival celebrating womanhood 
is being celebrated across Odisha.

 ¾ Gujarat Chief Minister Mr. Vijay Rupani e-launched 
the Agricultural Diversification Scheme-2021 for  
benefitting vanbandhu-farmers in the tribal areas of the 
state.

 ¾ Union minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated and laid 
foundation stones of road projects worth Rs 6,155 
crore in Himachal Pradesh through video conferenc-
ing from Manali in Kullu district.

 ¾ Odisha Govt make Partnership with UNWFP( Unit-
ed Nations World Food Programme) to Empower          
Women SHGs.

 ¾ Goa became First Rabies-Free state in India.

 ¾ Isaac Herzog Elected as President of Israel.

 ¾ China’s ‘artificial sun’ Experimental Advanced                    
Superconducting Tokamak (EAST) sets new world 
record that has sustained a temperature of 120 million 
degrees Celsius.

 ¾ Choguel Kokalla Maiga appointed as the new PM of 
Mali

 ¾ The first edition of the two day Arab-India Energy 
Forum which was held in a virtual format concluded. 
The Forum was held under the co-chairship of India 
and Morocco.

 ¾ Auckland in New Zealand has been named the world’s 
most liveable city, in an annual ranking that has been 
shifted by the corona virus pandemic.

 ¾ El Salvador will adopt Bitcoin as a legal tender in 
the country, becoming the first in the world to formally 
embrace the volatile cryptocurrency.

 ¾ The Nigerian Government created its account on 
Indian micro blogging platform Koo, days after the 
African country banned Twitter.

 ¾ Naftali Bennett was sworn in as Israel’s new Prime 
Minister, ending Benjamin Netanyahu’s 12-year hold 
on power.

 ¾ G7 leaders initiates Build Back Better World (B3W) 
to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative

 ¾ Ebrahim Raisi sworn in as newPresident of Iran. 

 ¾ India-Bhutan introduced joint initiative: Tax                             
Inspectors without Borders (TIWB).

 ¾ Turkmenistan’s capital city Ashgabat has become 
the world’s most expensive city for foreign workers,                
according to this year’s Mercer Cost of Living Survey. 
New Delhi ranked (117).

 ¾ China replaced UAE became the 2nd Largest Export 
Destination of India in FY21, US Tops.

 ¾ Ministry of Defence, DRDO Successfully Test fires 
Subsonic Cruise Missile ‘Nirbhay’ from launch pad 
no.3 of the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur of             
Balasore district, Odisha.

 ¾ The Competition Commission of India (CCI)                       
approved acquisition of the Zuarinagar plant of Zuari 
Agro Chemicals Limited by Paradeep Phosphates 
Limited.

 ¾ Artificial Synaptic Network that Mimics Human 
Brain Developed by Scientists in Jawaharlal Nehru 
Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bengaluru.

 ¾ China successfully launched an automated cargo                  
resupply spacecraft named Tianzhou-2, or Heavenly 
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Vessel.

 ¾ The Zoology Department of Panjab University,     
Chandigarh, in April 2021 by a team of zoologists     
headed by Dr Ranjana Jaiswara discovered a new       
species of Spider Cricket named Indimimusjayanti.

 ¾ National Institute of Immunology Receives                          
Trademark for India’s First Indigenous Tumour               
Antigen SPAG9.

 ¾ A New Species of Coffee Plant Argostemma                        
quarantena Discovered in Wagamon hills, Kerala. 
The New Species belongs to the family Rubiaceae.

 ¾ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar has                   
developed a device called ‘Jivan Vayu. It can be used 
as a substitute for a CPAP machine.

 ¾ The European Space Agency (ESA) has planned 
to launch the world’s first wooden satellite, WISA 
Woodsat, on Earth’s orbit by the end of 2021.

 ¾ The Indian Institute of Technology Madras, has 
launched a ‘Centre for Research on Start-Ups and 
Risk Financing’ (CREST).

July 

 ¾ World Bank stated it has approved a USD 500                       
million (about Rs 3,717.28 crore) loan programme to 
support India’s informal working class to overcome 
the current pandemic distress.

 ¾ Paytm announced the launch of Postpaid Mini, a        
need-based and consumption-based credit for users to 
help them manage their household finances.

 ¾ India emerges as 5th largest forex reserves holder in 
the world with $608.99 billion after China, Japan, 
Switzerland and Russia.

 ¾ On the occasion of MSME Day, Union Minister 
for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Nitin                                          
Gadkari has launched the integrated services of Udyam                         
Registration Portal with Common Service Centre 
Portal.

 ¾ Elon Musk’s satellite network Starlink is on track to 
beam broadband internet everywhere in the world 
except the polar regions by August.

 ¾ E-commerce giant Amazon launched its first Digital 
Kendra in Gujarat’s Surat.

 ¾ With an aim to further improve ease of doing                     
business, Centre launches the “Secured Logistics              
Document Exchange” along with a Calculator for 
Green House Gas Emissions.

 ¾ Digital India completes 6th year as on 1st july 2021

 ¾ The Department of School Education and                                           

Literacy, Ministry of Education will launch the Na-
tionalInitiative for Proficiency in Reading with Un-
derstanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat).

 ¾ India joined the G20-OECD inclusive framework 
deal that seeks to reform international tax rules and 
ensure that multinational enterprises pay their fair 
share wherever they operate.

 ¾ The Health Ministry has launched COVID                               
GuruKool, an informational video series on its social 
media platforms.

 ¾ The government has decided to bring the                                          
Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) under the 
finance ministry.

 ¾ Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 
has recently secured trademark registrations in three 
countries – Bhutan, UAE and Mexico – a big stride 
towards protecting the identity of brand “Khadi”                 
globally.

 ¾ India’s and Asia’s first National Dolphin Research 
Centre (NDRC) will come up on the bank of the                 
Ganges in the premises of Patna University

 ¾ National Thermal Power Corporation, NTPC will set 
up India’s single largest solar park at Rann of Kutch 
in Khavada, Gujarat.

 ¾ Union Cabinet approves hike in Dearness Allowance 
from 17% to 28%

 ¾ The Centre asked the states to direct their police not to 
register cases under the repealed Section 66A of the 
Information Technology Act, 2000 related to posting 
online comments.

 ¾ Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah launched the 
Green Sohra Afforestation Campaign at Sohra 
(Cherrapunji) in Meghalaya.

 ¾ The Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021 has been 
passed by the Parliament, which aims to replace the 
over 90-year-old Lighthouse Act of 1927.

 ¾ The All India Council of Technical Education is               
creating a database of resources to allow colleges to 
offer more programmes in regional languages and                                                                   
developed a tool to translate engineering content into 
11 languages.

 ¾ West Bengal launched its ‘Student Credit Card’                 
Under the scheme, a student will be eligible for a soft 
loan of up to Rs 10 lakh for higher studies.

 ¾ J&K introduced Geotagged photographs through 
‘PROOF’ (Photographic Record of On-site Facility) 
mobile app

 ¾ National Tiger Conservation Authority, NTCA, has 
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approved the conversion of the Ramgarh Vishdhari 
Sanctuary in Rajasthan’s Bundi district into the 
fourth tiger reserve in the state.

 ¾ Krantivira Sangolli Rayanna Railway Station also 
known as Bengaluru City Railway Station has become 
the first railway station in India with a movable 
freshwater tunnel aquarium.

 ¾ Manipur now shown India’s railway map as first          
passenger train Rajdhani Express from Assam’s                
Silchar railway station - reached the Vaingaichunpao 
railway station in Manipur

 ¾ India’s first ‘Grain ATM’ opens in Gurugram                 
(Haryana).

 ¾ India’s largest oil firm IOC will build the nation’s first 
‘green hydrogen’ plant at its Mathura refinery,Uttar 
Pradesh

 ¾ Perumkulam is named as Kerala’s first ‘Book Village’

 ¾ The Harappan city of Dholavira in Gujarat’s Rann 
of Kutch has found a place in UNESCO’s World                     
Heritage list, making it the 40th world heritage                    
property in the country.

 ¾ Rajasthan introduces ‘Niryatak Bano’ mission to help 
local traders take businesses aboard

 ¾ The Philippines has been included in a global dirty 
money watchdog’s “grey list” of countries that will be 
subjected to increased monitoring to prove its progress 
against money-laundering and terrorist financing.

August

 ¾ World Bank expands $20 billion for corona virus              
vaccine funding

 ¾ China was certified as malaria-free by the World 
Health Organization, following a 70-year effort to 
eradicate the mosquito-borne disease.

 ¾ India and Bangladesh have agreed to expedite work on 
the 1,320 MW Maitree Power Project and to ensure 
the timely commissioning of the first unit in December 
this year.

 ¾ All BRICS countries have agreed to the STI-led 
BRICS Innovation Cooperation Action Plan (2021- 
24) proposed by India during the 12th meeting of the 
BRICS S & T Steering Committee.

 ¾ The 21st session of the India-Italy Joint Commission 
for Economic Cooperation was held virtually.

 ¾ United Arab Emirates formally opens its embassy in 
Israel in Tel Aviv

 ¾ Singapore unveiled one of the world’s biggest                      
floating solar power farms, covering an area the size 

of 45 football pitches, as part of the city-state’s push 
to cut greenhouse gas emissions.

 ¾ Liverpool has been stripped of its coveted world                  
heritage status after UNESCO blamed years of                    
development for an “irreversible loss” to the historic 
value of its Victorian docks.

 ¾ The Bangladesh government is working to                                 
develop a social media platform named ‘Jogajog’ as an                          
alternative to Facebook.

 ¾ The President-elect of the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly (UNGA) and Foreign Minister of the                
Maldives, Abdulla Shahid, called on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in New Delhi.

 ¾ A 19-year-old Pakistani Shehroze Kashif became 
the youngest person to reach the summit of K2 with                
Supplemental oxygen.

 ¾ Trinamool Congress member MP Shantanu Sen was 
suspended from the Rajya Sabha for the remaining 
period of the monsoon session.

 ¾ Cabinet approves MoU between India, Gambia 
on Refurbishing Personnel Administration and                          
Governance Reforms.

 ¾ The Ministry of Tourism has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding, MoU with Yatra.Com to                       
strengthen the Hospitality and Tourism Industry.

 ¾ Axis Bank signs MOU with Indian Army to offer 
a defence service salary package with best-in-class              
benefits and features under its ‘Power Salute’                                                                                
initiative.

 ¾ Flipkart has launched a digital platform Shopsy, to 
enable Indians to start their online businesses without 
any investment.

 ¾ India’s first indigenous drone defence dome called 
“Indrajaal”, has been developed by Hyderabad- 
based technology R&D firm Grene Robotics.

 ¾ Indian Navy participated in a two-day bilateral               
Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Royal Navy Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG)-21 led by HMS Queen Elizabeth 
in the Bay of Bengal.

 ¾ Indian Army named firing range in Gulmarg to                 
honour Actress Vidya Balan.

 ¾ A group of scientists found a new snail genus and 
species from the Amboli hill area in Maharashtra, 
Western Ghats.

 ¾ Cuba has developed the world’s first conjugate                
Covid-19 vaccine Soberana 2 (Sovereign 2).

 ¾ Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 
launched a new campaign called ‘KALA VISHWA’, 



145CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 2021 - MARCH 2022

from its Mumbai Centre. It will help to present                 
traditional folk arts of India to foreign students and 
also be of help to the neglected artists.

 ¾ Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar has devel-
oped a first-of-its-kind Oxygen Rationing Device –                  
AMLEX.

 ¾ The Defence Research and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) has indigenously developed a High 
Strength Metastable Beta Titanium Alloy.

 ¾ Kerala’s veterinary-doctor-turned-inventor, John 
Abraham, has received the patents for inventing                  
biodiesel from slaughtered chicken waste.

 ¾ The 14 Tiger Reserves in India which received the             
accreditation of the Global Conservation Assured|             
Tiger Standards (CA|TS).

 ¾ Malaysia has registered the world’s first affordable & 
effective new drug for hepatitis C.

September

 ¾ The State Bank of India (SBI) has opened a                           
floating ATM on Dal Lake in Jammu and Kashmir’s               
Srinagar for the convenience of locals and tourists. 

 ¾ Fintech major PhonePe launched ‘’Pulse’’, a new 
website that will provide data, insights and trends on 
digital payments on its platform. 

 ¾ India and Singapore jointly to link their Fast Payment 
Systems – Unified Payments Interface and PayNow. 

 ¾ Government forms India Debt Resolution Company 
Ltd (IDRCL) for managing bad loans. 

 ¾ RBI announces Ways and Means Advances (WMA) 
Limit for Central Government for (October  2021 to 
March 2022) at Rs. 50,000 crore.

 ¾ The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 
has partnered with YES Bank to launch contactless 
payments solutions RuPay On-the-Go.  

 ¾ Amazon India launched the Kisan (Farmer) Store, 
aligning with Government of India’s vision of empow-
ering farmers and leveraging technology to transform 
the farming sector.  

 ¾ India’s largest broking firm Zerodha has received 
in-principle approval to set up an asset management 
company (AMC) company.  

 ¾ Ford became the latest US car manufacturer to exit 
India. 

 ¾ Byju’s and NITI Aayog have partnered                                           
together to provide free access to tech-driven                    
learning programmes to children from India’s 112 
aspirational districts.  

 ¾ IRCTC introduces an airport-style executive lounge 
at New Delhi railway station. 

 ¾ CISF official Geeta Samota successfully scaled Mount 
Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in Africa. 

 ¾ India becomes first Asian nation to unveil ‘Plastics 
Pact’ 

 ¾ India’s first Indigenously Designed High Ash Coal 
Gasification Based Methanol Production Plant                    
unveiled at BHEL R&D Centre, Hyderabad. 

 ¾ IIT Kanpur signs MoU with Indian Air Force for 
academic collaboration for Indian Air Force Officers at 
the IAF Headquarters, New Delhi.

 ¾ IIT-Bombay launched ‘Project Udaan’, that enables 
translation of textbooks and other study material related 
to engineering and other streams.  

 ¾ The Centre has now set up a Group of Ministers to 
rationalise GST rates headed by Karnataka Chief 
Minister Basavaraj S Bommai. 

 ¾ Department of Justice launched the “Ek Pahal” drive 
across the country from 17th September till 2nd                      
October to encourage mass registration under                                                        
Tele-Law.   

 ¾ Niti Aayog, a public policy think-tank along with 
Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) launched an                                    
initiative “Shoonya” to promote zero-pollution                                                    
delivery vehicles by working with consumers and                
industry. 

 ¾ The cabinet approved the production-linked                                   
incentive (PLI) scheme worth Rs 10,683 crore 
for textiles sector with an aim to boost domestic                                                                
manufacturing and exports. 

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh has achieved a unique                                  
distinction of achieving cent percent target of first 
dose of Covid-19 vaccination above the age of 18 
years.  

 ¾ Arunachal Pradesh government has launched two                 
ambitious schemes, one in agriculture sector called  
‘AtmaNirbhar Krishi Yojna’ and the other for                                                                  
horticulture named ‘AtmaNirbhar Bagwani Yojna’ 

 ¾ The Tamil Nadu government announced plans to set 
up India’s first Dugong Conservation Reserve in the 
Palk Bay on the southeast coast of the state. 

 ¾ India’s first bio-brick based building introduced at 
IIT Hyderabad.

 ¾ India’s tallest air purifier tower of 24 metres become 
operational in Chandigarh. 

 ¾ India’s largest open air fernery unveiled in                            
Uttarakhand. 
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 ¾ Nagaland gets geographical identification tag for 
Naga Cucumber. 

 ¾ BRICS’s New Development Bank grants UAE,                   
Bangladesh and Uruguay as a new member. 

 ¾ The Canadian city of Burnaby has declared September 
5 as “Gauri Lankesh Day”, as a tribute to the dead 
journalist on her death anniversary, her sister Kavitha 
Lankesh. 

 ¾ El Salvador has become the first country in the world 
to accept Bitcoin as legal tender. 

 ¾ Cuba became the first country in the world to vacci-
nate toddlers with the COVID-19 vaccine.  

 ¾ Om Birla Addressed the 5th World Conference of 
Speakers of Parliament 2021 in Vienna, Austria.

 ¾ India and the United States of America (USA) 
has launched the “Climate Action and Finance                            
Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)”. 

 ¾ The National Health Authority (NHA) has                                       
authorised LS International, an IT ServiceManagement 
for  digital processing of ‘Ayushman Bharat cards’ 
under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PM-
JAY). 

 ¾ At 21st Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation                      
Organisation (SCO), held in the Tajikisthan capital 
Dushanbe, the leaders of the eight main members of 
the organisation accecpt Islamic Republic of Iran as a 
Ninth full member and signed the relevant documents.  

 ¾ The World Meteorological Organization (WMO)                
released a report on the latest climate science                               
information named ‘United in Science 2021’, the                  
report stated that COVID-19 has not Slowed Climate 
change .

 ¾ India signed the implementing arrangement on the joint 
development of a small satellite for Bhutan. 

 ¾ Two major initiatives for boosting tribal livelihoods, 
one with the signing of MoU between TRIFED and 
Big Basket and the other of MoU between TRIFED 
and Purty Agrotech of Jharkhand in New Delhi.  

 ¾ India and Nepal signed a memorandum of understand-
ing for the reconstruction of14 cultural heritage and 
103 health sector projects damaged by the devastat-
ing 2015 earthquake in the country. 

 ¾ Union Minister for Power and New and Renewable 
Energy R. K. Singh met Denmark’s Minister for                          
Climate, Energy and Utilities Dan Jørgensen in New 
Delhi.  

 ¾ Union Minister Bhupender Yadav introduced PRANA 
portal to regulate air pollution in 132 cities. 

 ¾ North Korea successfully tested a new hypersonic  
missile called Hwasong-8. 

 ¾ The 15th Edition of Indo-Nepal joint military                    
training ‘Exercise Surya Kiran’ is commencing from 
September 20 at Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand. 

 ¾ The International Astronomical Union has named a 
crater at the Moon’s south pole after the Arctic explorer 
Matthew Henson.

 ¾ UNESCO, designated Mura-Drava-Danube (MDD) 
as the world’s first ‘five-country biosphere reserve. 

October

 ¾ SEBI Formed a 4-Member Advisory Committee on  
Settlement Orders Chaired by Vijay C Daga. 

 ¾ Capital markets regulator SEBI has asked investment 
advisers to refrain from dealing in digital gold, which 
is an unregulated product. 

 ¾ The Reserve Bank of India has decided to allow                 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) to invest in debt 
securities issued by Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) and Infrastructure Investment Trusts                                                     
(InvITs). 

 ¾ The Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry will 
organise the Vayo Naman Programme in the honour 
of senior citizens on the occasion of the International 
Day of Older Persons in New Delhi.

 ¾ Cabinet has approved renaming the Mid-Day Meal 
Scheme into PM POSHAN (Pradhan Mantri Poshan 
Shakti Nirman).  

 ¾ The Ministry of Railways announced that the                            
construction work of the new 2.05 km Pamban                     
railway bridge in Mandapam will be completed by 
March 2022. The bridge will connect Rameswaram to 
the mainland in Tamil Nadu.  

 ¾ India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition 
(HAC) for Nature and People during a ceremony                 
between the French and Indian governments held at 
New Delhi, India. 

 ¾ India and the United Kingdom have agreed upon a 
‘Forward Action Plan’ on power, clean transportation, 
renewables, green finance, and research as part of the 
2030 roadmap. 

 ¾ Power Finance Corporation Ltd (PFC) was                                           
accorded the status of ‘Maharatna central public                                      
sector enterprise (CPSE)’ by the Department of Public 
Enterprises, under the Ministry of Finance.

 ¾ The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) launched                 
India’s 1st ‘One Health’ consortium to carry 
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out     surveillance of important bacterial, viral and                     
parasitic infections of zoonotic as well as transbound-
ary pathogens.  

 ¾ The second edition of Naval Commanders’                             
Conference of 2021 held in New Delhi on Oct 18th 
to 22nd.  

 ¾ The 19th Meeting of Prosecutors General of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, SCO                               
Member States will be hosted by Solicitor General of 
India Tushar Mehta. 

 ¾ The Himachal Pradesh government has procured a   
record amount of apple this season in over a decade. 
The HPMC and Himfed have procured the apple via 
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS). The combined 
procurement of the two organisations this year is close 
to 70,000 MT. These include over 35,000 MT by 
HPMC and 33,000 MT by Himfed.  

 ¾ Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel launched 
a scheme titled ‘Shri Dhanwantri Generic Medical 
Store’. To provide medicines at low and affordable 
rates to consumers. 

 ¾ On the occasion of the 152 birth anniversary of                 
Mahatma Gandhi, the renovated Gandhi Museum 
was inaugurated at the historic Gandhi Ashram Trust at 
Noakhali in Bangladesh. 

 ¾ Japan’s Parliament elected former Foreign Minister  
Fumio Kishida as the Prime Minister. He is the 100th 
Prime Minister in the country’s political history. He is 
from Liberal Democratic Party, the main ruling party.  

 ¾ India’s 1st and world’s 3rd ropeway for public                
transport was planned to be constructed in the city of 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh to ease the traffic congestion.  

 ¾ Budget carrier AirAsia India has become the first             
Airbus operator in the world to start Taxibot                                             
services with passengers on board. 

November

 ¾ Reserve Bank of India has announced its first                    
global hackathon ‘HARBINGER 2021 - Innovation 
for Transformation’ with the theme ‘smarter digital 
payments’. Registration for the hackathon starts from 
November 15. 

 ¾ IBM has announced that it had launched a client                   
innovation centre (CIC) in Mysuru, Karnataka.  

 ¾ The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
has approved a 150 million USD loan to the                             
Government of India for the implementation of the 
Sustainable Urban services program for Chennai 
Metropolitan Area (CMA).  

 ¾ HDFC Bank launched a micro-credit facility for 
the street vendors under PM Street vendor’s  Atma                
Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi), with common service 
centers. 

 ¾ The State Bank of India (SBI) has launched a video 
call life certificate service for pensioners.  

 ¾ South African author Damon Galgut has won the 
prestigious Booker Prize 2021 for fiction for his novel 
‘The Promise’.  

 ¾ India will achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2070 
and reduce one billion tonnes of carbon emissions 
from the total projected emissions by 2030. 

 ¾ The Ministry of Rural Development has signed an 
MoU with Flipkart to help empower local businesses 
and self-help groups (SHGs) especially those that are 
led by women by bringing them into the e-commerce 
fold. 

 ¾ NITI Aayog has announced the top five most                      
improved aspirational districts in the education                  
sector for the month of September. Bhoopalpalli in                           
Telangana tops the ranking. 

 ¾ President Ram Nath Kovind has given the National 
Sports Awards 2021 at Rashtrapati Bhavan. Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award will be given to 12 
sportspersons. 

 ¾ Uttar Pradesh is poised to become the only state in 
India to have five international airports, as Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi will lay the foundation 
stone of the Noida International Airport (NIA) in Jewar, 
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. 

 ¾ On November 23, 2021, NITI Aayog launched the                
inaugural Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Ur-
ban Index & Dashboard (2021-22). 

 ¾ The 20th Meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of 
Government will be held in Nur-Sultan in virtual             
format under the Chairmanship of Kazakhstan.  

 ¾ Minister of State for Ayush Munjpara Mahedrabhai 
virtually inaugurated the Ayurveda Parv-2021 in New 
Delhi. 

 ¾ The Mirage 2000 aircraft squadron of the Indian Air 
Force took part in the Blue Flag 2021 international 
exercise in Israel. 

 ¾ UNESCO has included Srinagar city of the Union   
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir in its coveted list of 
Creative Cities Network (UCCN).  

 ¾ The Odisha government has launched Rakshak, a 
road safety initiative to save precious lives

 ¾ Meghalaya became the first state in the northeastern 
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region of India to signed an MoU with United Nations 
World Food Programme (UNWFP) for streamlining 
and strengthening of Public Distribution System and 
improving food security in the state. 

 ¾ Beating the Heat: Sustainable Urban Cooling                     
Handbook report by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) indicates that cities will be the 
hotspots, if global warming continues.  

 ¾ The Government of the United Kingdom (UK)                   
unveiled a £5 coin to commemorate Mahatma Gandhi 
on the occasion of Diwali.  

 ¾ On Nov 10, 2021, The United States of America                  
became the 101st member country to join the                                                                             
International Solar Alliance (ISA). 

 ¾ The 4th edition of the Global report on trends in 
prevalence of tobacco use 2000–2025 published by the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

 ¾ India’s candidate, Praveen Sinha, Special Director 
of Central Bureau of Investigation was elected as a                                                                        
Delegate for Asia on the Executive Committee of 
the International Criminal Police Organization                                 
(INTERPOL).  

 ¾ On Nov 19, 2021, The Sadar Bazar police station 
in Delhi was ranked as the best police station in the 
country in the annual rankings of police stations for the 
2021 by the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 ¾ Sky root Aerospace, a firm founded and led by                   
former Isro scientists has successfully tested India’s 
first privately developed fully Cryogenic rocket engine 
‘Dhawan-I’. 

December 

 ¾ ICICI Bank has partnered with Flipkart to offer 
an instant and digital overdraft (OD) facility of up 
to Rs.25 lakh to individual sellers and businesses                   
registered on the e-commerce platform. 

 ¾ IndiGo, a leading carrier, and Kotak Mahindra Bank 
(KMBL), a leading private sector lender has launched 
the travel credit card ‘Ka-ching’. 

 ¾ Aarati Krishnan, has been inducted as a member of 
the Securities & Exchange Board of India’s Advisory 
Committee on Mutual Funds.  

 ¾ India has registered the highest ever annual Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) inflow of 81.97 billion dollar 
in 2020-21.  

 ¾ The first-ever India Russia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue 
was held in New Delhi.  

 ¾ Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U 2.0),              

under the aegis of the Ministry of Housing and                  
Urban Affairs (MoHUA), has launched the Swachh                     
Technology Challenge. 

 ¾ A Curtain Raiser Event for Humanitarian                              
Assistance and Disaster Relief exercise, PANEX-21, 
for the member nations of BIMSTEC countries, was 
held at Kothari Auditorium DRDO Bhawan, New 
Delhi on 07 Dec 2021.  

 ¾ Towards the closure of the “Infinity Forum, 2021”, 
IFSCA launched the FinTech Hackathon “Sprint04: 
Market-Tech”.

 ¾ “Main Bhi Digital 3.0” campaign aimed at digital on 
boarding of Street Vendors who are provided loans 
under PM SVANidhi Scheme.

 ¾ Ministry of Tourism under its Dekho Apna Desh                  
Initiatives organising webinars on ‘Jyotirlingam               
Temples of Maharashtra’’:  

 ¾ Haiderpur Wetland of Western Uttar Pradesh 
has been recognised under the 1971 Ramsar                                       
Convention on Wetlands, bringing the total number of 
such  designated areas in the country to 47. 

 ¾ North Eastern Development Finance                                                      
Corporation Ltd. (NEDFi) has launched the Atma 
Nirbhar Hastshilpkar scheme which will provide                
financial assistance to the grass root Artisans of the 
region. 

 ¾ The union cabinet approved the proposal to raise the 
minimum age of marriage for women from 18 to 21 
years old. 

 ¾ Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog and the 
United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) 
rolled out their first Agri-Tech Challenge cohort for 
its ambitious innovative Agri-tech program that aims 
to help smallholder farmers across Asia and Africa 
to address their challenges in the aftermath of the 
pandemic.  

 ¾ Nagaland DGP T. John Longkumer officially launched 
the ‘Call your Cop’ mobile App at Police Headquarters 
in Kohima. 

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh government will organize a mega 
event at AIIMS Bilaspur to mark the achievement of 
hundred percent COVID vaccination of second dose 
for its eligible population. 

 ¾ Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh to inaugurate 7th 
International Science Festival of India in Goa.

 ¾ The first drone fair in the country was organised at 
Gwalior (MP).

 ¾ Global trade is expected to reach about $28 trillion in 
2021, growing 11 per cent over pre- pandemic levels, 
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according to the global trade update report issued by 
UNCTAD. 

 ¾ India has joined the G20 Troika, apart from India, 
Troika consists of Indonesia and Italy.  

 ¾ The Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited 
(IFFCO) has been ranked ‘number one Cooperative’ 
among the top 300 cooperatives in the globe. 

 ¾ Indian-origin physician Anil Menon has been                        
selected by NASA along with nine others to be                        
astronauts for future missions, the American space 
agency has announced.  

 ¾ The Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO’s 
2003 Convention on Safeguarding of the Intangi-
ble    Cultural Heritage has inscribed ‘Durga Puja in                                                                               
Kolkata’ on the Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity during its 16th session 
being held at Paris, France from 13th to 18th December 
2021. 

 ¾ India will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of 
UNSC in January 2022 after 10 years.  

 ¾ Maharashtra has topped the list of states with 
the maximum number of beneficiaries under the                                
Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY).

 ¾ Telangana was the first in the implementation of 
the Syama Prasad Mookerjee Rurban Mission                          
(SPMRM), Tamil Nadu and Gujarat secured the second 
and third positions respectively. 

 ¾ On Dec 23, 2021, The Indian Army launched a con-
temporary messaging application named  ASIGMA 
(Army Secure IndiGeneous Messaging Application).

 ¾ Russia’s navy has successfully test-fired a prospective 
hypersonic missile Zircon cruise missile in the White 
Sea. 

 ¾ Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) and Indian Air Force (IAF) flight- tested 
the indigenously designed and developed Helicopter 
launched Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) Missile from 
Pokhran firing ranges of Rajasthan. 

 ¾ Department of Bio-Technology and National Brain 
Research Centre (DBT-NBRC) in Haryana has                     
developed the world’s first Multimodal Brain                                                                     
Imaging Data and Analytics called SWADESH. 

 ¾ US space agency NASA launched its new X-ray                      
Mission to unlock the secrets of extreme cosmic                   
objects.

 ¾ The Defence Research and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) successfully test-fired Supersonic Missile 
Assisted Torpedo (SMART) off the coast of Balasore 
in Odisha. 

 ¾ World’s largest and most powerful space telescope, 
James Webb Space Telescope, has been launched               
successfully into orbit in an Ariane rocket from the 
European Space Agency’s base in French Guiana. 

 ¾ The Defence Research and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) successfully test fired the indigenously                      
developed surface-to-surface missile ‘Pralay’, from 
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. 

 ¾ Chandigarh’s Harnaaz Sandhu won the 70th Miss 
Universe title at a ceremony held in Israel on                            
December 13, 2021.

January

 ¾ Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
launched Saarthi, a mobile app on investor education.  

 ¾ India has paid USD 29.9 million in UN regular 
budget assessments for the year 2022. India joins 
the 2022 Honour Roll of 24 Member States out 
of 193 that have paid their @UN Regular Budget                             
Assessments in full, India’s Permanent Mission to the 
UN 

 ¾ Fino Payments Bank has received the Reserve Bank 
of India’s approval for commencing internation-
al  remittance business under the Money Transfer               
Service Scheme (MTSS). 

 ¾ Microsoft has announced a landmark $69 billion 
deal to buy US gaming giant Activision Blizzard,                       
betting big on the prospects of the video game                                                                      
market by   scooping up the scandal-hit “Call of Duty” 
maker.  

 ¾ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the                               
foundation stone of Major Dhyan Chand Sports  
University at Meerut.  

 ¾ Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
launched 100 days reading campaign ‘Padhe Bharat’. 

 ¾ Union Education Minister and Skill Development 
Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launched NEAT 
3.0, a single platform to provide the best-devel-
oped ed-tech solutions and courses to students of the                          
country.  

 ¾ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras will 
launch a Master’s Programme in electric vehicles 
(EV).  

 ¾ The Supreme Court has appointed former SC Judge, 
Indu Malhotra, as the Chairperson to head the               
inquiry committee, along with other members.  

 ¾ In Himachal Pradesh, the 9th women National Ice 
Hockey Championship-2022 was inaugurated at Ice 
Skating Rink, Kaza in Lahaul Spiti district.  
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 ¾ The Indian Army signed its first contract worth Rs 96 
crore with Anadron Systems Pvt Ltd under Make-II 
for Maneuverable Expendable Aerial Target. 

 ¾ Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation 
Amit Shah virtually released India’s First “District 
Good Governance Index” in Jammu. 

 ¾ Border Security Force (BSF) will start boat                               
ambulance service from Swabhiman Anchal zone 
in Malkangiri district of Odisha on the occasion of                  
Republic Day.  

 ¾ India’s first innovation centre for graphene will be set 
up in Kerala by the Digital University Kerala (DUK), 
along with Centre for Materials for Electronics                                                                                 
Technology (C-MET) in Thrissur, for Rs 86.41 crore.  

 ¾ India & Denmark agreed to initiate joint research 
and development on green fuels including green                           
hydrogen, during the Joint S&T Committee meeting on 
14th January 2022. 

 ¾ A $150-million India-UAE venture capital fund to 
fuel growth of start-ups in India and the UAE was 
launched from the India Pavilion at EXPO2020                
Dubai. 

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur 
launched the portal UNNATI and the mobile app 
of HP State Industrial Development Corporation                
(HPSIDC).  

 ¾ Swedish defence empire Saab was awarded a contract 
to supply single- shot anti-armour armament AT4 to 
the Indian Army and the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

 ¾ The U.S. and Israel conducted a successful test of 
the Arrow 3 Weapon System designed to “intercept               
ballistic missiles outside the earth’s atmosphere. 

 ¾ China has built an ‘artificial Moon’ research                                
facility that is capable of simulating low-gravity                    
conditions using magnetism.  

 ¾ Mark Zuckerberg’s Meta (formerly known as                   
Facebook) has built a research AI supercomputer that 
is among the fastest in the world. 

February

 ¾ The Export Import Bank (EXIM) of India and 
the Government of Sri Lanka signed a USD 500                      
million Line of Credit (LoC) Agreement, to purchase                      
petroleum products. 

 ¾ Tata Group has chosen State Bank of India, Bank 
of Baroda and HDFC Bank as preferred bankers for 
Air India. 

 ¾ According to London-based Brand Finance, a brand 

consulting firm, Life Insurance Corporation has been 
ranked at 10th in the list of insurance brands globally. 

 ¾ The Reserve Bank of India will observe February 14 
to18, 2022 as Financial Literacy week 2022.  

 ¾ The Reserve Bank of India increased the cap on the 
e-RUPI prepaid digital vouchers to Rs 1 lakh from 
Rs 10,000. 

 ¾ NITI Aayog in coordination with PhonePe, has                    
started the Fintech Open Month from February 07, 
2022 with a Theme of OPEN’.  

 ¾ Capital markets regulator Securities and                               
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has restructured 
its advisory committee on Investor Protection and                  
Education Fund (IPEF). 

 ¾ New Development Bank (NDB) will become the first 
multilateral agency to open an office in the Gujarat 
International Finance Tec City (Gift), Gujarat & it 
will open the office in May 2022 in GIFT City. 

 ¾ The Center has extended the tenure of Life                                    
Insurance Corporation of India’s Chairperson M.R. 
Kumar by one year, till March 2023. 

 ¾ Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and Indian Army 
have signed a contract worth Rs 3,131.82 crore for 
manufacture and supply of Konkurs – M Anti-Tank 
Guided Missiles to the Indian Army.

 ¾ The Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of 
India, Prof. Vijay Raghavan, soft- launched India’s 
first AI-triggered Job Platform ‘Swarajability’ (beta 
version) for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) in an 
e-event.  

 ¾ Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) tableau is selected 
as the best central ministry tableau for Republic Day 
2022. 

 ¾ Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), 
which, in the recent years, has adopted “zero toler-
ance” against the sale of spurious/non-Khadi prod-
ucts, has cancelled the “Khadi Certification” to its oldest 
Khadi Institution named Mumbai Khadi & Village                                                                        
Industries Association (MKVIA).  

 ¾ The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi dedicated to 
the nation the ‘Statue of Equality’ in Hyderabad.  

 ¾ NITI Aayog, in collaboration with PhonePe, AWS and 
EY, has organized a three-week-long virtual summit, 
‘Fintech Open’, from 7–28 February. 

 ¾ Ministry of Culture, Government of India will                     
organize a first of its kind, 2-Day Global Summit on 
‘Reimagining Museums in India’, on 15-16 February 
2022. 
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 ¾ A ‘SamajikAdhikaritaShivir’ for distribution of aids 
and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under the 
ADIP Scheme and Senior citizens under ‘Rashtriya   
Vayoshri Yojana’ (RVY Scheme) of the Ministry of                 
Social Justice and Empowerment. 

 ¾ Ministry of Tourism has included Punaura Dham in 
the Ramayana circuit of Swadesh Darshan Scheme.   

 ¾ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated 
the ‘Kisan Drone Yatra’, an initiative by Garuda                      
Aerospace Pvt Ltd and flagged off 100 ‘Kisan Drones’ 
in various cities in India. 

 ¾ Minister of State for Culture & External Affairs, 
Meenakashi Lekhi has released a signature tune for 
‘Vande Bharatam’. 

 ¾ Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Mansukh                     
Mandaviya will inaugurate a seminar- Industry              
Connect 2022, Industry and Academia Synergy in 
New Delhi.  

 ¾ Indian Railways along Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited (BHEL), has Successfully commissioned                      
India’s first Solar Photovoltaic Plant of 1.7-                                                            
MegaWatt (MW) at Bina, Madhya Pradesh. 

 ¾ NITI Aayog has announced the five most improved 
aspirational districts in the Agriculture and Water 
Resources sector for December 2021. 

 ¾ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will address the 
high-level segment of One Ocean Summit on 11th 
February through a video message.  

 ¾ Atal Tunnel has officially been certified by the World 
Book of Records, as the ‘World’s Longest High-
way Tunnel above 10,000 Feet’, during a landmark                   
ceremony in New Delhi. 

 ¾ The world-famous Jaisalmer Desert Festival, also 
known as Maru Mahotsav of the Golden City began 
at Pokaran village in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan from 13 to 
16 February 2022. 

 ¾ The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has approved a 
budget of 2.26 crores for India’s second- largest fair                      
Medaram Jathara 2022 Festivals. 

 ¾ The Assam government has launched a mentor-
ship programme called ‘Project Arohan’ to provide                          
guidance to students and improve their skills. 

 ¾ Israel’s Ministry of Transport and Road Safety 
has announced the country’s first certification for                      
unmanned aircraft vehicles (UAVs) to operate in               
civilian airspace. 

 ¾ DD Sports channel will not telecast live the opening 
and closing ceremonies of the Winter Olympics being 
held in Beijing, China. 

 ¾ The United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) released the report titled Frontiers 2022 : 
Noise, Blazes and Mismatches: Emerging Issues of 
Environmental Concern. 

 ¾ The Constitutional Council appointed Lt. Col. Paul 
Henri Sandaogo Damiba became the new president 
of Burkina Faso after the resignation of Roch Marc 
Christian Kaboré. 

 ¾ Saint-Gobain India and IIT Madras Research 
Park have entered into an MoU to develop a 100%                          
Renewable Energy (RE) – research park. 

 ¾ India and France have inked a roadmap to enhance 
their bilateral exchanges on the blue economy and 
Ocean Governance. 

 ¾ The Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) delivered the 
three Floating Border Out-Post (FBOPs) vessels to 
the Border Security Force (BSF). 

 ¾ India has agreed to provide a grant to Sri Lanka to 
implement a ‘Unitary Digital Identity framework’, 
apparently modeled on the Aadhaar card.

 ¾ The World Health Organization (WHO) launched 
‘Quit Tobacco App’ to help people kick the cigarette 
butt and give up the use of tobacco in all forms -                   
including smokeless and other newer products. 

 ¾ Indian Information Technology (IIT) Roorkee 
launches the ‘KISAN’ mobile app for dissemination of 
Agromet Advisory Services (AAS). 

 ¾ World Champion Magnus Carlsen has won the Tata 
Steel Chess Tournament 2022 in the Masters section 
& he scored 9.5/13 in the Masters section with 6 wins 
and 7 draws, thereby winning the tournament for the 
eighth time in his career. 

 ¾ In Australian Open 2022 Rafael Nadal (Spain)                     
defeated Daniill Medvedev (Russia) 2-6,6-7,6- 4,6-4,7-
5 to win the Men’s Single title.

 ¾ The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has 
sanctioned the initial sports program for the 2028 
Summer Olympic Games in Los Angeles. 

 ¾ Sakibul Gani became the first player to score a triple 
hundred on first-class debut.  

 ¾ Indian Navy’s warship INS Visakhapatnam carried 
out the test-firing of BrahMos supersonic cruise                  
missile off the western seaboard. 

March

 ¾ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated India’s largest 
floating solar power project at Thoothukudi.

 ¾ India’s largest reclining statue of Lord Buddha being built 
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at Bodh Gaya, Bihar.

 ¾ Jyotiraditya Scindia and Shivraj Chouhan inaugurated 
the first drone school in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh

 ¾ India’s 1st fully women-owned industrial park inaugurated 
in Hyderabad.

 ¾ Andhra Pradesh retained the first rank in Skoch 
State of Governance ranking 2021

 ¾ Cabinet approved setting up of WHO Global Cen-
tre for Traditional Medicine at Jamnagar, Gujarat.

 ¾ India’s 1st medical city ‘Indrayani Medicity’ will be 
set up in Pune, Maharashtra

 ¾ Mahanadi Coalfields Limited became the largest 
coal-producing company in India

 ¾ India’s 1st Digital Water Bank ‘AQVERI-
UM’ launched in Bengaluru.

 ¾ India’s first ‘World Peace Center’ to be established 
in Gurugram, Haryana.

 ¾ Mumbai became first South Asian City to set target 
of Net-Zero Carbon Emissions by 2050.

 ¾ Kerala topped in maternal and child health in In-
dia; recorded lowest Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) 
of 30.

 ¾ India, Bangladesh, and Nepal signed an MoU to boost 
trade and connectivity.

 ¾ India & Singapore signed MoU on cooperation in  
Science, Technology and Innovation.

 ¾ V-Dem’s Democracy Report 2022:                                                           
India ranked 93rd; Sweden topped.

 ¾ India’s first-ever GI-tagged Kashmir carpets flagged 
off to Germany.

 ¾ India approved US$ 1 billion line of credit for Sri 
Lanka to help pay for crucial imports

 ¾ Himachal Pradesh CM presented Rs 51,365 crores 
Budget for 2022-23.

 ¾ RBI launched UPI for feature phones                                             
‘UPI123Pay’ and 24*7 helpline ‘DigiSaathi’

 ¾ Employees Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO) lowered the interest rate on PF                                       
deposits for 2021-22 to 8.1%

 ¾ Yoon Suk-yeol elected as South Korea’s new                     
President.

 ¾ N Chandrasekaran named chairman of Air India.

 ¾ Bhagwant Mann sworn in as the 17th Chief                            
Minister of Punjab.

 ¾ Australian Army Research Cen-
re signed MoU with Centre for Land Warfare Stud-
ies, India

 ¾ PARAM Ganga Petascale Supercomputer installed 
at IIT Roorkee

 ¾ ISRO has organized Young Scientist Programme 
“YUVIKA” to select 150 students

 ¾ NITI Aayog’s AIM partnered with Snap Inc. to             
promote AR skill development among youth

 ¾ India’s 1st Artificial Intelligence & Robotics                    
Technology Park launched at IISc, Bengaluru

 ¾ HAL signed MoU with SASMOS to work together in 
aerospace domain

 ¾ ISRO successfully tested solid fuel-based booster 
stage of Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV)

 ¾ Former Pakistani President Rafiq Tarar passed away.

 ¾ Priyanka Nutakki became 23rd Woman                                 
Grandmaster of India

 ¾ India topped the medal tally with 4 gold, 2 silver, 1 
bronze in 2022 ISSF World Cup.

 ¾ Telangana became the top-performing state in                    
India with a population over one crore in terms of 
the growth rate of Per Capita Net State Domestic                   
Product at Current Prices by the Ministry of                                                                       
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).

 ¾ The government of Karnataka has launched                        
‘Women@Work’ program to provide five lakh jobs 
within 2026 to women

 ¾ The Global System for Mobile Communica-
tions Association(GSMA) has organised the 2022                                  
Mobile World Congress (MWC), which took place in                                   
Barcelona, Spain from 28 February to 3 March. 

 ¾ Flipkart and Google Cloud have formed a multiyear 
strategic agreement to assist Flipkart accelerate its       
innovation and cloud strategy

 ¾ Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises has 
launched a Special Entrepreneurship Promotion Drive 
for Women named –“SAMARTH”.

 ¾ NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission announced 
a partnership with Snap Inc. to promote Augmented               
Reality (AR) skill development among Indian youth.

 ¾ The Centre for Development of Advanced                            
Computing (C-DAC) has designed and installed a 
supercomputer named “PARAM Ganga”, at IIT                       
Roorkee, under Phase II of National Supercomputing 
Mission (NSM). 

 ¾ Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)’s,                  
Indian Premier League (IPL) Governing Council 
has announced National Payments Corporation of In-
dia (NPCI)‘s flagship product RuPay as an official                  
partner for the Tata IPL 2022
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