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                                                      Polity and Governance 

Women & Youth in State Assemblies 

Why in News? 

Recent data from the three new state assemblies, which are West Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, show less numbers of 

women and youth Member of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs). 

• In the recently concluded assembly elections, only Kerala recorded a marginal increase in seats for 

women from 8 to 11. 

• The data of the 2019 Lok Sabah elections also show that the participation of women is low. 

•  According to a list compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary Union in 2019, India ranks 153 out of 190 nations in the 

percentage of women in the lower house of world parliaments. 

• India is young. However its leaders are not. The country’s median age is 29. The average parliamentarian is 55. 

Reasons for Low representation of women in Parliament and Assemblies 

• Political parties are reluctant towards women candidates: India’s dismal women’s representation record a 

consequence of political parties being reluctant to give tickets to women candidates. 

 

➢ The hesitancy of political parties who miss no opportunity to harangue on women’s empowerment 

during campaigns is baffling because data contradicts the popular perception of women being “weak” 

candidates with low winning strike-rates. 

• Opposition to Women’s Reservation Bill 2008: The law makers argue that if women’s reservation is 

implemented, women MPs and MLAs will become rubber stamps or de-jure leaders even as the men in their 

families, the de-facto leaders, will dictate terms. 

• Illiteracy: It is one of the main hurdles in making women politically empowered. 

• Work and Family: Uneven distribution of household work between men and women is also one of the important 

factors in this regard. 

• Lack of Political Networks: The lack of openness in political decision-making and undemocratic internal 

processes pose a challenge for all newcomers, but particularly for women as they tend to lack insider knowledge 

or political networks. 

• Lack of Resources: Because of their low proportion in the inner political party structure of India, women fail to 

gather resources and support for nurturing their political constituencies. 

• Lack of Financial Support:  Women do not get adequate financial support from the political parties to contest 

the elections. 

• Societal and Cultural Norms: These norms imposed on women bar them from entering politics. 

• Unfavorable working conditions: The low number of women representation at national and state level is mainly 

due to unfavorable working conditions for women. 

• Patriarchal nature of Indian society: The indifferent attitude of officials coupled with the patriarchy of the 

predominantly male administrative machinery does create hurdles for women representatives. 

 

➢ The cross-cutting barriers that women councillors face due to intersectionality of gender, seniority in the 

political party and position in the house. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/participation-of-women-youth-in-state-assemblies
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Reasons for Low representation of youth in Parliament and Assemblies 

• Inexperience of youth in political field: The perceived inexperience is one of the barriers in the election of 

young candidates, with older politicians suggesting that they wait for their turn to run for political office. 

• Veterans not leaving: Key party decision makers, typically veterans, do not want to yield space. 

• Muscle power politics: Politicians use muscle and money power to prevent entry of good people to enter 

politics. 

• Less chance of success: The chances of failure are high and very few people become successful. 

• Good people avoid politics: General perception of a common man about a politician is someone who is 

deceptive and corrupt. So people from well to do fields tend to avoid themselves being listed in categories of 

politicians. 

• Unethical practices: Many fail to enter due to dirty politics and due to fear of harm to good image. Unethical 

practices have become the norm in politics. 

• Nepotism: It plays a major role and many youth who become successful politicians belong to influential political 

families. 

• Lack of recognition among political parties: The Young politicians may also lack the name recognition and the 

access to crucial networks needed to gain attention, be nominated by political parties and become viable 

candidates. 

• Lack of financial resources among youth: There are many young people, because they are just beginning their 

professional careers or because unemployment among youth is high, simply lack the financial resources required 

to run a traditional political campaign. 

• Increased political apathy among youth: The lack of civic education in school and maturation at a later age, 

young voters are less and less interested in conventional politics and participate less and less in the political 

process. 

Why Parliament and Assemblies need more representation of women and youth? 

• Increase in share of women’s voter turnout: In the 1962 Lok Sabha polls women constituted a measly 46.7% but 

by 2019, the share had shot up exponentially by nearly 20% to 67.18%. 

• Low representation of women in law-making bodies: The women’s representation in law making bodies, both 

at the state level and in the Lok Sabha, can only be described as a “national shame”. 

• Improvement in women’s representation across the globe: The Inter-Parliamentary Union proves that India is 

not only faring poorly in terms of women’s representation, but more importantly, its position has worsened in 

the last few years. 

• Better decision making by women at panchayat and municipal level: The women representatives in local 

government bodies have come into their own delivering better local governance and even outperforming male 

representatives. 

• Recruitment of young aspiring parliamentarians: The emerging academic research suggests that a latent core of 

young people could be encouraged to run for political office. 

• Youth make up a substantial share of the population: A parliament that is significantly unrepresentative will be 

less able to reflect public opinion on the important issues of the day and may have its legitimacy called into 

question. 

• Enhancing youth participation can contribute to better policymaking: The Young people are disproportionately 

affected by policies on education, employment, housing, gun control, and new technologies, among others. 
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➢ The young people will be more affected by decisions taken on longer-term issues like climate change, 

environmental sustainability or war. 

Measures need to be taken: 

• Reservation of seats in Lok Sabha and state assemblies: The success achieved by reserving one-third of the 

seats in local government bodies like panchayats and municipalities is often cited as a model which can be 

emulated at the national level and state level. 

• Capacity building programmes for women candidates: The NGOs and other organisations should come up at 

the forefront to organize capacity building programmes for women councillors. 

 

➢ The workshops are designed to fit the needs and expectations of newly elected women councillors. 

• Determination of target figure: The governments should pursue institutional reforms to correct the democracy 

deficit, such as lowering the eligibility age, designing new recruitment strategies, establishing youth quotas and 

empowering party youth wings. 

• Youth quotas at national and state levels: The governments should consider introducing youth quotas to 

enhance the selection and promotion of young candidates and adopting lower age thresholds to help more 

politicians in their 20s and 30s get elected. 

• Better competitive environment for newcomers: The limits should be placed on campaign spending to level the 

playing field for young newcomers facing older, better funded incumbents. 

• Adoption of IPU Plan of Action for Gender Sensitivity: The Parliament should explore the feasibility of adopting 

recommendations set out in the IPU Plan of Action for Gender Sensitive Parliaments, including changes to 

working hours and the provision of day care and parental leave. 

Initiatives taken by the Government: 

The Women's Reservation Bill 2008: 

• It proposes to amend the Constitution of India to reserve 1/3rd of all seats in the Lower house of Parliament of 

India, the Lok Sabha, and in all state legislative assemblies for women. 

Reservation for Women in Panchayati Raj Institutions: 

• Clause (3) of Article 243D of the Constitution ensures participation of women in Panchayati Raj Institutions by 

mandating not less than one- third reservation for women out of total number of seats to be filled by direct 

election and number of offices of chairpersons of Panchayats. 

National Youth Parliament Festival: 

• It is organised by National Service Scheme (NSS) and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) under the aegis of 

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports to: 

 

➢ Hear the voice of youth in this age bracket of 18-25 who are allowed to vote but cannot contest in 

elections. 

➢ Encourage the youth to engage with public issues, understand the common man’s point of view, form 

their opinion and express these in an articulate manner. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-youth-day-1
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National Youth Parliament Scheme: 

• The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs has been implementing the Youth Parliament programme since 1966. 

• To strengthen the roots of democracy, inculcate healthy habits of discipline, tolerance of the view of others and 

to enable the student community to know about practices and procedures of the Parliament. 

Way forward 

• It is high time the political class reads the writing on the wall and walks the talk regarding ensuring better 

women’s participation in Indian politics. 

• The reservation is no panacea which will completely end the deeply-rooted gender bias in India’s socio-political 

set-up, but passing the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2008 will be the ideal way to make a start. 

• The increased presence of young elected leaders may in turn encourage more citizens to recognize young 

people as willing and able to lead. 

• Municipal and panchayat polls should give rise to leaders who have experience at the ground level. Such 

leaders, after some experience, should be able to run for state and eventually the central legislative seats. 

• Promoting Inner party democracy, where in a democratic political party the various positions like president, 

vice-president, secretary, treasurer etc are filled by the election process. 

• The one option to nudge political parties into backing young candidates amidst such pushback is to consider 

legally-backed youth quotas. 

 

➢ It could be in the form of either seats exclusively reserved for youth or a specified proportion of young 

candidates all registered parties contesting an election must field. 

Maratha Reservation Struck Down: SC 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) declared a Maharashtra law which provides reservation benefits to the Maratha 

community, taking the quota limit in the State in excess of 50%, as unconstitutional. 

Background: 

• A 2018 law by the Maharashtra government granted quota to the Maratha community. 

• The 16% quota in admissions to educational institutions and jobs in public services was later changed to 12% in 

admissions and 13% in jobs through a 2019 amendment. 

• This took the total reservation in the State beyond the 50% ceiling imposed by earlier verdicts. 

• The Bombay High Court had upheld the validity of the Maratha reservation in principle. 

 

➢ It however ruled that the law could not have fixed the percentage above what was recommended by the 

State Backward Classes Commission headed by M.G. Gaikwad. 

• The Supreme Court has now set aside this ruling. 

• It rejected the HC’s reasoning that the denial of backward class status to the Marathas had pushed them deeper 

into social and educational backwardness. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/maratha-reservation-struck-down-sc
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Key issues addressed 

The court had framed six questions of law on the Maratha quota issue. It unanimously agreed on three of those issues, 

while the verdict was split 3:2 on the other three. 

Issue 1: On revisiting the Indra Sawhney ruling 

• One of the key issues before the court was to examine whether the 1992 landmark ruling in Indra Sawhney v 

Union of India had to be revisited. 

• The Indra Sawhney ruling by a nine-judge Bench, in which the Mandal Commission report was upheld, laid down 

two important precedents: 

➢ it said that the criteria for a group to qualify for reservation is “social and educational backwardness” 

➢ it reiterated the 50% limit to vertical quotas reasoning that was needed to ensure “efficiency” in 

administration 

• However, the court said that this 50% limit will apply unless in “exceptional circumstances.” 

• The Maratha quota exceeded the 50% ceiling. 

• The state governments asked the court for reconsidering the Indra Sawhney verdict as it laid down an arbitrary 

ceiling which the Constitution does not envisage. 

• Additionally, in some judgements subsequent to Indra Sawhney, the Supreme Court itself had made exceptions 

to this rule. 

• In a unanimous opinion in the recent verdict, the court held that there is no need to revisit the Indra Sawhney 

ruling. 

• The court said that the 50% ceiling, although an arbitrary determination by the court in 1992, is now 

constitutionally recognised. 

Issues 2&3: On whether the Maratha law can be saved under the exception 

• Since the 50% ceiling is held valid, the court looked into whether the Maratha quota law falls under the 

“exceptional circumstances.” 

• The court also looked into the Maharashtra State Backward Commission report on considering the case as 

exceptional circumstances. 

• The state government noted that the population of backward class is 85% and reservation limit is only 50%. 

• So, an increase in reservation limit would qualify as an extraordinary circumstance. 

• All five judges in the present bench disagreed with this argument. 

➢ “The Marathas are dominant forward class and are in the main stream of National life. The above situation 

is not an extra-ordinary one.” 

Issues 4, 5 & 6: On state’s power to identify SEBCs, and 102nd Amendment 

• The Constitution (102nd Amendment) Act, 2018 gives constitutional status to the National Backward Classes 

Commission. 

• The Amendment also gives the President the powers to notify backward classes. 

• Several states raised questions on the interpretation of the Amendment and argued that it curtails their powers. 

• The Bench now unanimously upheld the constitutional validity of the 102nd Amendment. 

• However, it differed on the question whether it affected the power of states to identify socially and 

economically backward classes (SEBCs). 
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• The Centre emphasized that the state government would have their separate list of SEBCs for providing 

reservation in state government jobs and education. 

• On the other hand, Parliament will only make the central list of SEBCs which would apply for central government 

jobs. 

• However, the Supreme Court held the following: 

➢ The final say in regard to inclusion or exclusion (or modification of lists) of SEBCs is firstly with the 

President. 

➢ And thereafter, in case of modification or exclusion from the lists initially published, with the Parliament. 

➢ In the task of identification of SEBCs, the President shall be guided by the Commission set up under Article 

338B. 

➢ Its advice shall also be sought by the state in regard to policies that might be framed by it. 

➢ If the commission prepares a report concerning matters of identification, such a report has to be shared 

with the state government. 

➢ The state government is bound to deal with it, in accordance with provisions of Article 338B. 

➢ However, the final determination culminates in the exercise undertaken by the President. 

The majority opinion on this aspect also said that – 

• the identification of SEBCs will be done centrally 

• state governments will retain power to determine the extent of reservation and make specific policy in the spirit 
of “cooperative federalism” 

This raises a question: 

• How does this impact interventions by other states to provide reservations for other communities, for example 
Jats in Haryana and Kapus in Andhra? 

• The Court has said that now the National Backward Classes Commission must publish a fresh list of SEBCs, both 

for states and the central list. 

• The Commission set up under Article 338B shall conclude its task expeditiously, and make its recommendations. 

• After considering this, the President shall expeditiously publish the notification containing the list of SEBCs in 

relation to states and UTs, for the purpose of the Constitution. 

• Till the publication of the notification, the existing lists operating in all states and UTs, and for the purposes of 

the Central Government and central institutions, will continue to operate. 

Significance of the Judgement: 

• In striking down the separate reservation, the Supreme Court has underscored the importance of adhering to 

the 50% limit on total reservation. 

• It has also upheld the need to justify any excess by showing the existence of exceptional circumstances. 

• The Court has not only found no merit in the Maratha claim to backwardness but also said the community is 

adequately represented in public services. 

102nd Amendment Act of 2018 

• It introduced Articles 338B and 342A in the Constitution. 

• Article 338B deals with the newly established National Commission for Backward Classes. 

• Article 342A empowers the President to specify the socially and educationally backward communities in a State. 
 
➢ It says that it is for the Parliament to include a community in the Central List for socially and backward 

classes for grant of reservation benefits. 
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SVAMITVA Scheme 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj has released the new framework for implementation of the SVAMITVA 

Scheme. 

➢ It is a center sector scheme which was launched nationally on the occasion of National Panchayati Raj Day on 

24th April 2021. 

Objectives of the SVAMITVA Scheme 

• To facilitate financial stability to the citizens in rural India by enabling them to use their property as a financial 

asset for taking loans and other financial benefits. 

• To measure the accurate land records for rural planning. 

• To determine the property tax, which would accrue to the Gram Panchayats directly in the states where it is 

devolved or else, add to the State exchequer. 

• To enable the survey infrastructure and GIS maps that can be leveraged by any department for their use. 

• To support in the preparation of better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) by making use of GIS 

maps. 

• To reduce property related disputes and legal cases. 

Unique Disability Identification Portal 

Why in News? 

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has issued a notification making it mandatory for all States/UTs to grant 

certificates of disability through online mode only using UDID (Unique Disability ID) portal. 

 Key Highlights: 

• The Central Government notified the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017 under RPwD Act, 2016. 

• Rule 18(5) mandates the Central Government to appoint a date making it mandatory for the 

State/UTauthorities to issue certificate of disability through online mode. 

• The UDID project is under implementation since 2016. 

• Concerned authorities of all States/UTs have been imparted training by DEPwD for working on the UDID portal 

(swavlambancard.gov.in). 

• The States/UTs have been given adequate time to convert to online mode. 

• It will ensure complete digitization of certification of disability from 01.06.2021, besides providing a viable 

mechanism for cross-checking genuineness of the certificate to achieve pan-India validity, and simplifying the 

process for the benefit of Divyangjan. 

Independent Collegium for Election Commission 

Why in News? 

Recently, a petition was filed in the Supreme Court (SC) seeking the constitution of an independent collegium to 

appoint members of the Election Commission. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/svamitra-scheme
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unique-disability-identification-portal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/independent-collegium-for-election-commission
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Petition demand: 

• The plea emphasised that the appointments to the ECI on the ‘whims and fancies’ of the Central government 

makes the poll body ‘a branch of the executive’. 

• The practice of the central government appointing the members of the Election Commission violates Articles 14 

and 324(2) of the Constitution. 

•  Article 14 of the Constitution deals with Right to Equality, whereas Article 324(2) gives the President the power 

to appoint members of the ECI. 

• The plea said the practice of the government making appointments to the poll body is a violation of the Basic 

Structure of the Constitution and creates a dent on free and fair elections in a democracy. 

Election Commission of India (ECI) 

• The ECI is a constitutional body responsible for administering elections in India according to the rules and 

regulations mentioned in the Constitution of India. 

• It was established on January 25, 1950. 

• The major aim of the election commission of India is to define and control the process for elections conducted 

at various levels, Parliament, State Legislatures, and the offices of the President and Vice President of India. 

• It can be said that the Election Commission of India ensures the smooth and successful operation of the 

democracy. 

Functions 

According to Article 324 of the Indian Constitution: 

• The ECI has superintendence, direction, and control of the entire process for conduct of elections to 

Parliament and Legislature (state legislative assembly & state legislative council) of every State and to 

• The offices of President and Vice-President of India 

Issues with the Appointment Process 

• The constitution has neither prescribed the qualification of the members of the ECI nor specified the terms of 

the members of the ECI. 

• The constitution has not debarred the retiring Election Commissioners from any further appointment by the 

government.  

• Currently, the Executive enjoys the power to make appointments, which the PIL contends has degraded the 

ECI's independence over time.  

• The Commissioner is generally a member of the Civil Services, and more often, of the Indian Administrative 

Services (IAS) or the Indian Revenue Services (IRS). 

• All of these makes the process of appointing election commissioners partial and biased. 

Recommendation of Committees: 

 

• The recommendation to have a neutral collegium to fill up vacancies in the Election Commission have been 

given by several expert committees, commissions from 1975. 

• The recommendation was also part of the Law Commission’s 255th report in March 2015. 

• In 2009, the Second Administrative Reforms Commission in its fourth report suggested a collegium system for 

CEC and ECs. 
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• In 1990, the Dinesh Goswami Committee recommended effective consultation with neutral authorities like the 

Chief Justice of India and the Leader of the Opposition for the appointment in the Election Commission. 

• In 1975, the Justice Tarkunde Committee recommended that the members of the Election Commission should 

be appointed by the President on the advice of a Committee consisting of the Prime Minister, the Leader of the 

Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the Chief Justice of India. 

Way Forward 

• The ECI ensures smooth and successful functioning of the democracy. It cannot become arbitrary and partisan 

as that will lead to the failure of democracy.  

• The executive cannot be a sole participant in the appointment of members of the Election Commission as it 

renders the selection process vulnerable to manipulation. Therefore, the ECI should be insulated from political 

and/or executive interference. 

• The integrity and independence of the election commission and its process needs to be preserved for a free 

and fair election in India and to maintain the public's faith and confidence in the Election Commission of India. 

Data Protection in India 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) has sent a notice to WhatsApp asking it to withdraw a controversial 

update to its privacy policy which might be a threat to Data Protection of Indians. 

The Issue: 

• As per latest WhatsApp privacy policy, the  users would no longer be able to stop the app from sharing 

data (such as location and number) with its parent Facebook unless they delete their accounts altogether. 

 

➢ Its privacy updates are designed to make the business interactions that take place on its platform easier 

while also personalising ads on Facebook. That is how it will have to make its money. 

• According to the Government, the messaging app discriminates against Indian users vis-à-vis users in Europe on 

the matter of a choice to opt-out of the new privacy policy. 

 

➢ WhatsApp users in Europe can opt-out of the new privacy policy owing to the laws in the European Union 

(EU) called the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which shield them from sharing data from 

Facebook or grant them the power to say no to WhatsApp’s new terms of service. 

What is Data Protection? 

• Data is the information collected for reference or analysis 

• Data protection is the process of safeguarding data from misuse. Such data could either be concerned with an 

individual, enterprise or even a government. 

Need for data protection Law in India 

• Efficient management of data in the age of Big Data 

➢ Big data is a term used for voluminous and diverse data; traditional data-processing application software 

is inadequate to deal with them. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/data-protection-in-india
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➢ One of the major challenges to big data is information privacy which necessitates a robust data 

protection. 

• Right to privacy is now a fundamental right. The right to privacy encompasses the right to have data protected. 

• Check unauthorized leaks, hacking, cyber crimes, and frauds. Economic cost of data loss/theft is high 

• Improve business process, and secure digital payments 

• Restrict use of data by data colonising companies such as Facebook, Whatsapp 

➢ Data colonisation is basically the concentration of data in the hands of a few companies 

Example: 

Cambridge Analytica Scandal: 

It involved the collection of personally identifiable information of up to 87 million Facebook users. The data was 

allegedly used to attempt to influence voter opinion 

Initiatives in India: 

Information Technology Act, 2000: 

• It provides for safeguard against certain breaches in relation to data from computer systems. It contains 

provisions to prevent the unauthorized use of computers, computer systems and data stored therein. 

Personal Data Protection Bill 2019: 

• The Supreme Court maintained the right to privacy as a fundamental right in the landmark decision of K.S. 

Puttaswamy v. Union of India 

2017 after which the Union government 

had appointed Justice B.N. Srikrishna 

Committee for proposing skeletal 

legislation in the discipline of data 

protection. 

• The Committee came up with its report 

and draft legislation in the form of 

the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018. 

• In 2019, Parliament again revised the Bill 

and much deviation from the 2018 Bill 

was evident. The new Bill was named 

as Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 

• The purpose of this Bill is to provide for 

protection of privacy of individuals relating to their Personal Data and to establish a Data Protection Authority of 

India for the said purposes and the matters concerning the personal data of an individual. 

Concerns Related to Personal Data Protection Bill 2019: 

• It is like a two-sided sword. While it protects the personal data of Indians by empowering them with data 

principal rights, on the other hand, it gives the central government with exemptions which are against the 

principles of processing personal data. 

➢ The government can process even sensitive personal data when needed, without explicit permission from 

the data principals. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-laws-and-blocking-of-internet-content-centre-vs-twitter#:~:text=Information%20Technology%20Act%2C%202000%3A,computer%20resources%20and%20electronic%20records.
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Virtual ID by Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) : 

• It seeks to ensure Aadhaar privacy- It aims at eliminating the need to share and store Aadhaar numbers 

• An Aadhaar holder can use Virtual ID in place of his/her Aadhaar number at the time of authentication 

Laws for Data Protection across the Globe: 

USA 

• It has sectoral laws to deal with matters of digital privacy such as the US Privacy Act, 1974, Gramm-Leach-Bliley 

Act etc. 

EU: 

• Protection of people’s data has been included as one of the fundamental rights of the European Union under 

Article 8 of the Charter of the Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 

• European General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): is to give individuals control over their personal data. 

• It is applied to all 28 of the European Union members 

Way Forward: 

• In this digital age, data is a valuable resource that should not be left unregulated. In this context, the time is ripe 

for India to have a robust data protection regime. 

• It is important to strike a right balance between digital economy and privacy protection 

• Robust data privacy laws are needed to allow citizens enjoy the right to privacy. The law should encompass all 

the aspects- data collection, processing and sharing practices. 

• Privacy should not be used to undermine government transparency. Data protection law should be framed such 

that it does not make government opaque and unaccountable 

• To formulate a robust data protection law, the best ideas and practices from both USA and EU’s GDPR should be 

adapted. 

 

Draft Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation, 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the draft Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation (LDAR) 2021 has invited criticism from several 

quarters, calling the draft as “anti-people”. 

Key Features of Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation (LDAR) 2021 

• It provides several provisions for the development of townships, acquisition, alteration, and transfer of the 

landed properties owned by the residents of Lakshadweep. 

• It proposes to impose restrictions on the use of landed properties in Lakshadweep. 

• The Government may, by notification declare any area in Lakshadweep to be a "Planning Area" for the purposes 

of the Regulation, and on such declaration, the Regulation shall apply to such area. 

➢ The "Government" here means the Administrator of Lakshadweep appointed by the President under 

Article 239 of the Constitution. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/draft-lakshadweep-development-authority-regulation-2021
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• The Government, in consultation with the Prescribed Authority, may constitute in respect of that area an 

authority to be called the "Planning and Development Authority" of that area to perform the functions 

assigned to it under the Regulation. 

➢ The "Prescribed Authority" here means the authority notified by the Government as the prescribed 

authority for purposes of the Regulation. 

Arguments in favour of Lakshadweep Development 

Authority Regulation (LDAR) 2021 

• It is a proposed regulation to provide for 

the development of towns in Lakshadweep. 

• Its objective is to provide for adequate 

provisions for rehabilitation and 

resettlement of the persons and families 

affected by the land acquisition. 

• It will usher in development and go a long way 

in improving the social and economic 

indicators on the islands, which have so far 

lagged behind despite having the potential. 

Arguments against Lakshadweep Development 

Authority Regulation (LDAR) 2021 

• It provides the Government and the Planning and Development Authority manifestly arbitrary powers to 

acquire, alter and transfer the properties owned by the residents of Lakshadweep. 

• It would hit the fundamental rights of the residents of Lakshadweep guaranteed Articles 14 and 21 of the 

Constitution. 

• It would be very difficult for a resident of Lakshadweep to obtain a suitable property, in the event of 

acquisition of his landed properties due to the lack of land and the community life of Lakshadweep. 
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Economics 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

Why in News? 

More than 28.68 crore loans for an amount of Rs. 14.96 lakh crore have been sanctioned by banks, NBFCs and MFIs 

since the launch of Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY). 

About Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY): 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) is a flagship scheme of Government of India to enable a small enterprise come 

into the formal financial system and get affordable credit to run his/ her business. 

➢ It was launched by the government in 2015  

Aim: 

• It provides loans up to Rs. 10 lakh to the non-corporate, non-farm small/micro-enterprises. 

Funding Provision: 

• MUDRA, which stands for Micro Units Development & Refinance Agency Ltd., is a financial institution set up by 

the Government. 

• It provides funding to the non-corporate small business sector through various last-mile financial institutions like 

Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs). 

• MUDRA does not lend directly to micro-entrepreneurs/individuals. 

• Loans under this scheme are collateral-free loans. 

Three Products: 

 

MUDRA has created three products i.e. 'Shishu', 'Kishore' and ‘Tarun’ as per the stage of growth and funding needs of 

the beneficiary micro unit. 

• Shishu: Covering loans up to Rs. 50,000. 

• Kishore: Covering loans above Rs. 50,000 and up to Rs. 5 lakh. 

• Tarun: Covering loans above Rs. 5 lakh and up to Rs. 10 lakh. 

Achievements: 

• Loans have been given to disadvantaged sections of society such as women entrepreneurs, SC/ST/OBC 

borrowers, Minority community borrowers, etc. The focus has also been on new entrepreneurs. 

• As per a survey conducted by Ministry of Labour and Employment, PMMY helped in generation of 1.12 crore 

net additional employment from 2015 to 2018. 

➢ Out of the 1.12 crore of estimated increase in employment, women accounted for 69 lakh (62%). 

RBI’s Measures to Fight Covid-Second Wave 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-mudra-yojana
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rbi-s-measures-to-fight-covid-second-wave
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Why in News? 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced several measures as part of a calibrated strategy to tackle the second 

Covid-19 wave in the country. The measures will help healthcare providers, key medical suppliers, small borrowers 

MSMEs and businesses.  

➢ Under this RBI has announced Rs 50,000 crore liquidity for ramping up COVID-19 related healthcare 

infrastructure and services till March 2022.  

➢ RBI has also announced special long-term repo operations for small finance banks to provide further support 

to micro, small & other unorganized sector entities and three-year repo operations of Rs 10,000 crore at repo 

rate for fresh lending up to Rs 10 lakh per borrower. 

Key Highlights: 

On-Tap Liquidity Facility: 

• RBI has opened a Rs 50,000-crore on-tap liquidity window with a tenor of up to three years. 

• Banks can borrow from this facility at the repo rate of 4% till March 31, 2022. 

• Banks can lend the amount to a range of entities linked directly and indirectly to the healthcare sector. 

• These loans will be classified under priority sector lending till the repayment or maturity whichever is earlier. 

• Further, Banks are expected to create a ‘Covid loan book’ under the scheme. 

• By creating such a loan book, banks can park surplus liquidity up to the size of the ‘Covid loan book’ with the RBI. 

The banks will get 40 bps higher than the reverse repo rate for these funds. 

Liquidity Support for Small Finance Banks(SFBs): 

• RBI will conduct a special three-year long-term repo operation (SLTRO) worth Rs 10,000 crore at a repo rate for 

small finance banks. 

• SFBs will, in turn, use these funds to lend to the small business units. This includes micro and small industries 

and unorganised sector entities adversely affected during the current wave of the pandemic. 

• The lending cap of these funds is fixed up to Rs 10 lakh per borrower. 

Wider ‘Priority Sector’ Benefits for SFBs: 

• SFBs will be permitted to provide fresh lending to smaller Micro Finance Institutions(MFIs) (with asset size of up 

to Rs 500 crore). 

• Further, there will be concessions on interest rates and repayments. This facility is also available up to March 31, 

2022. 

Resolution framework 2.0 for individuals, small businesses and MSMEs: 

• The RBI mentions few criteria for eligibility to Individuals, borrowers and MSMEs for Resolution Framework 2.0. 

Such as 

➢ Individuals, borrowers and MSMEs with aggregate exposure up to Rs. 25 crore 

➢ Also, they must not avail of loan restructure under any previous frameworks 

➢ Those who were classified as ‘standard’ on 31 March 2021 

• The restructuring under this new framework can be invoked till 30 September 2021. After invoking the 

restructuring will be implemented within 90 days. 
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Credit to MSME Entrepreneurs: 

• In February 2021, the banks were allowed to deduct credit disbursed to new MSME borrowers from their net 

demand and time liabilities (NDTL). This is used to calculate the cash reserve ratio (CRR) 

• To further incentivise the MSMEs this exemption is widened. Thus, it is made available for exposures up to Rs 25 

lakh and credit disbursement up to the fortnight ending October 1, 2021. 

• This facility will now be extended till December 31, 2021. 

Overdraft (OD) facility for states 

• The RBI also announced certain relaxations in Overdraft(OD) facilities of State Governments. This is to facilitate 

better management of their financial situation in terms of cash flows and market borrowings. 

• Accordingly, the maximum number of days of OD in a quarter is increased from 36 to 50 days. 

• Further, the number of consecutive days of OD is also increased from 14 to 21 days. 

Rationalization of Knowing Your Customer (KYC) Norms: 

• The RBI has also decided to extend the scope of video KYC (know-your-customer) or V-CIP (video-based 

customer identification process) for new categories of customers such as proprietorship firms, authorised 

signatories and beneficial owners of legal entities. 

Way Forward 

• In order to match the devastating speed of the virus, swift, wide-ranging, sequenced and well-timed 

actions which reach out to various sections, including the most vulnerable, have to be taken. 

• India has mounted a valiant defence to ramp up vaccines and medical support while fighting rise in infections 

and mortalities in the second wave, after having flattened infections. Shoring up livelihoods and restoring 

normalcy in access to workplaces, education and incomes becomes an imperative in such a situation. 

Model Insurance Villages 

Why in News? 

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has mooted the concept of ‘Model Insurance 

Village (MIV), to boost insurance penetration in rural areas. 

Why Model Insurance Village? 

• According to the Economic Survey for 2020-21, India’s insurance penetration, which was at 2.71% in 2001, has 

steadily increased to 3.76% in 2019, but stayed much below the global average of 7.23%. 

• India is predominantly rural with more than 65% of the population residing in rural areas. 

• Most rural people are hardly aware of insurance as a concept nor have they experienced the benefits of 

insurance. 

• In rural areas, agriculture and allied activities are the main occupations and the prime source of livelihood. 

• The target segment of rural insurance consists largely of low-income households or individuals who have little 

savings and limited financial capacity. 

• Recently, the Parliament has passed the Insurance Amendment Bill 2021 to increase the foreign direct 

investment (FDI) limit in the insurance sector to 74% from 49%. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/model-insurance-villages


 

17 

About Model Insurance Village (MIV): 

• The idea is to offer comprehensive insurance protection to all the major insurable risks that villagers are 

exposed to and make available covers at affordable or subsidised cost. 

• In order to make the premium affordable, financial support needs to be explored through NABARD, other 

institutions, CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) funds, government support and support from reinsurance 

companies. 

• It may be implemented in a minimum of 500 villages in different districts of the country in the first year 

and increased to 1,000 villages in the subsequent two years. 

• Every general insurance company and reinsurance company accepting general insurance business and having 

offices in India needs to be involved for piloting the concept. 

• The choice of villages is to be made carefully, considering the various relevant aspects and parameters in order 

to implement the concept successfully for a period of three to five years. 

• The efforts in selected villages need to be continued for a minimum of 3 to 5 years so as to make insurance 

benefits visible to the community. 

Significance of Model Insurance Village 

• It aims to demonstrate the concept and efficacy of insurance as risk management tool and to make farmers 

and rural population aware of benefits of insurance. 

• The special focused efforts need to be made to cover the entire population in the village and their property. 

• The coverage will include farms/crops, farm machineries, vehicles, different village level services, 

manufacturing enterprises and other specific insurance needs of the particular village through targeted 

efforts. 

• The model villages are expected to tackle losses due to natural calamities like floods and earthquakes as there 

is no catastrophe insurance in the country now. 

Challenges in Spreading Insurance to Rural Areas: 

• Lack of awareness, limited choice of insurance products, absence of people-friendly and transparent claim 

settlement mechanisms, and weak network of insurance firms, are some of the issues and challenges in 

advancing growth of rural insurance business. 

NITI Aayog's Report for a Digitally Inclusive Bharat 

Why in News? 

The NITI Aayog and Mastercard have released a report titled ‘Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for a 

Digitally Inclusive Bharat’. 

➢ The report identifies challenges in accelerating digital financial inclusion in India and provides 

recommendations for making digital services accessible to its 1.3 billion citizens. 

➢ The report highlights key issues and opportunities, with inferences and recommendations on policy and 

capacity building across agriculture, small business (MSMEs), urban mobility and cybersecurity. 

➢ This report looks at some key sectors and areas that need digital disruptions to bring financial services to 

everyone. 

Key Highlights: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/niti-aayog-s-report-for-a-digitally-inclusive-bharat
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Enabling Global Opportunities for MSMEs 

• MSMEs have been a key growth driver for the Indian economy. This sector has employed some 110 million 

people or over 40% of India’s non-farm workforce. 

• However, the lack of proper documentation, bankable collateral, credit history and non-standard financials 

force them to access informal credit. Also, the informal credit interest rates are double that of the formal 

lenders. 

Recommendations 

➢ Digitize registration and compliance processes and 

➢ Diversify credit sources to enable growth opportunities for MSMEs. 

Inspiring Trust and Security in Digital Commerce 

• Firstly, there has been tremendous growth in digital payments in the past few years. 

• Secondly, the surge in digital transactions has also increased the risk for possible security breaches, both for 

consumers and businesses. 

• Thirdly, a Medici report of June 2020 says 40,000 cyber-attacks targeted the IT infrastructure of the banking 

sector in India. 

Recommendations 

➢ Build information sharing systems including a ‘fraud repository’. 

➢ Ensure that online digital commerce platforms carry warnings to alert consumers to the risk of frauds. 

Preparing India’s Agri Enterprises for Connected Commerce 

• Agriculture with its allied sectors provides livelihood to a large section of the Indian population. Over the years, 

agriculture’s contribution to national GDP has declined from 34% in 1983-84 to just 16% in 2018-19. 

• However, most agri-techs have not succeeded in digitizing financial transactions for farmers. Also, they failed 

to enable formal credit at lower rates of interest by leveraging transaction data. 

Recommendations 

➢ Enable agricultural NBFCs to access low-cost capital and deploy a ‘phygital’ (physical + digital) model for 

achieving better long-term digital outcomes. 

➢ Digitizing land records will also provide a major boost to the sector. 

Digital Financial Inclusion: 

• A lot of effort and success has been on the supply side of DFI. For example, initiatives like E-Governance 

initiatives, JAM trinity, Direct Benefit Transfer(DBT) among others. 

• However, the success in the digital financial flow comes at the last mile where account holders mostly withdraw 

cash for their end-use. 

Recommendations 

➢ Strengthen the payment infrastructure to promote a level playing field for NBFCs and banks. 

Robust Transit Systems for Smart Cities 
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• The transport sector is expected to grow to 12% of GDP by 2026. 

• Hence, there is a huge opportunity for the government and private sector to collaborate and provide top-quality 

systems for mass transit. 

Recommendations 

➢ Make city transit seamlessly accessible to all. Transit has to include visitors, migrant workers from towns or 

villages also. The government can allow price benefits of digital payments to poor citizens 

➢ Leverage existing smartphones, cards and non-transit payment modes as far as possible. 

National Financial Reporting Authority 

Why in News? 

National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) is in the process of creating a verified and accurate database of 

companies (Public Interest Entities) and auditors that come under the regulatory ambit of it. 

➢ In this regard, the NFRA has been engaging with the Corporate Data Management (CDM) division of the 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) and three recognised stock exchanges in India. 

Existing audit regulators in India 

• At present Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) is the auditing regulator. ICAI plays the advisory 

role with respect to accounting and auditing standards and policies. 

• Listed public and private companies, Larger and Smaller unlisted companies are audited by the ICAI. 

• Quality Review Board (QRB) conduct quality audits for private limited companies, and public unlisted 

companies below the prescribed. 

About NFRA: 

• National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) is to be an independent regulator overseeing the auditing 

profession. 

• The regulator will have a chairman, three full-time members, and one secretary. (The qualifications of these 

persons are yet to be decided). 

• NFRA can recommend formulation of accounting and auditing standards and polices which to be adopted by 

companies and auditors. 

• It can monitor and enforce such standards and policies to oversee quality of services of the professions. 

• NFRA would cover all listed companies and large unlisted companies, the benchmark size for which would be set 

down in the rules. 

Powers of NFRA: 

• It will have the power to debar erring auditors or audit firm for up to 10 years and impose significant fines on 

them. 

• NFRA will also have powers to impose a fine of less than Rs.1 lakh, but the amount can extend up to five times of 

the fees received in case of individuals. 

• NFRA would also have the power to refer cases to the QRB as and when it decided to do so. 

Need of NFRA; 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-financial-reporting-authority-3
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• In India the audit profession had become very complacent in the idea that there would be no oversight. 

• The idea for an NFRA came following the Satyam scam in 2009, following which the Standing Committee on 

Finance recommended the creation of an audit regulator. 

• Following that many provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 came into force in 2014 but the setting up of the 

NFRA a key recommendation, was delayed. 

• The decision appears to have been prompted by recent Punjab National Bank fraud that went undetected by 

auditors. 

• The government is quite clear that the need for such a body is all the more important after several financial 

accounting scams. 

 

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 2021-22 Series 

Why in News? 

The Government of India, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), has decided to issue Sovereign Gold 

Bonds in six tranches from May 2021 to September 2021. 

Sovereign gold bonds 

• Sovereign gold bonds are issued by the RBI on behalf of the government. 

• They are government securities denominated in grams of gold which are substitutes for holding physical gold. 

• In 2015, sovereign gold bond scheme was launched with an objective is to reduce the demand for physical 

gold and shift a part of the domestic savings (used for the purchase of gold) into financial savings. 

Key Highlights: 

 

• The Sovereign Gold Bonds will be issued in six tranches from 17th May to September 2021. 

• The Bonds will be sold through Scheduled Commercial banks (except Small Finance Banks and Payment Banks), 

Stock Holding Corporation of India Limited (SHCIL),designated post offices, and National Stock Exchange of 

India Limited and Bombay Stock Exchange Limited. 

• The minimum permissible investment will be one gram of gold. 

• Investors will be compensated at a fixed rate of 2.50% per annum payable semi-annually on the nominal value. 

• The Bonds will be restricted for sale to resident individuals, Hindu Undivided Families, Trusts, Universities and 

Charitable Institutions. 

• The tenor of the Bond will be for a period of 8 years with exit option after 5th year to be exercised on the next 

interest payment dates. 

Benefits of Investing in SGB: 

• Bonds can be used as collateral for loans. 

• The capital gains tax arising on redemption of SGB to an individual has been exempted. 

 

➢ Redemption is the act of an issuer repurchasing a bond at or before maturity. 

➢ Capital gain is the profit earned on the sale of an asset like stocks, bonds or real estate. It results in when the 

selling price of an asset exceeds its purchase price. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sovereign-gold-bond-scheme-2021-22-series
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Disadvantages of Investing in SGB: 

• This is a long term investment unlike physical gold which can be sold immediately. 

• Sovereign gold bonds are listed on exchange but the trading volumes are not high, therefore it will be difficult 

to exit before maturity. 

Personal Guarantors Liable for Corporate Debt 

Why in News? 

The Supreme Court of India has upheld the Central Government 2019 notification that allows lenders to initiate 

insolvency proceedings against personal guarantors. 

➢ It will allow the lenders to recover their remaining debt from personal guarantors following the conclusion 

of the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP). 

Personal guarantor: 

• To showcase their intent to repay the bank loan on time, the promoters of some big business houses submit a 

personal guarantee to the lenders. It secures them loans easily and timely. 

• It is sort of like an assurance from the owner or the owners of the company that the money borrowed by their 

company for various purposes shall be repaid on time as per the agreed schedule. 

• Furthermore, it is different from the collateral. Indian corporate laws say that individuals such as promoters are 

different from businesses and the two are very separate entities. Thus, a promoter can give a guarantee for the 

company it is running 

What is the issue? 

• In 2019, the Government issued a notification. It allowed creditors, usually financial institutions and banks, to 

make a move against personal guarantors under the Indian Bankruptcy and Insolvency Code(IBC). 

• The intention was to hold the guarantor promoters liable for the defaulting companies against loans. 

• However, the notification was challenged by the promoters, claiming that it was always a management board 

that ran the company. Therefore, the promoters alone should not be held liable for the default on debt 

repayment. 

 S.C. Judgment: 

• The Supreme Court has upheld the notification issued by the Government. 

• The judgment has allowed creditors, usually financial institutions and banks, to move against personal 

guarantors under the Indian Bankruptcy and Insolvency Code (IBC) was “legal and valid”. 

• The November 15, 2019 notification was challenged before several High Courts initially. 

• The apex court said there was an “intrinsic connection” between personal guarantors and their corporate 

debtors. 

Significance of this judgment: 

• This judgment assumes significance as it will now allow lenders to go after personal guarantors even while 

bankruptcy proceedings against the ailing companies are pending. This will speed up the process for the 

recovery of dues. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/personal-guarantors-liable-for-corporate-debt
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43rd GST Council Meeting 

 Why in News? 

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council led by Finance Minister, in its first meeting of the financial year 2021-22, 

decided to exempt IGST on import of free COVID-related supplies till August 31. 

 Key Highlights of the 43rd Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council meeting: 

• The GST Council decided to exempt IGST on import of free COVID-related supplies till August 31 and also put 

Amphotericin B, a key medicine for the treatment of black fungus, in the list of items exempted from IGST. 

• Exemptions will be granted to the import of relief items even if they have been purchased as long as they are 

meant for donations to state governments. Earlier, Integrated Goods & Services Tax (IGST) exemption was 

granted only free of cost imports. 

• A Group of Ministers (GoM) will be formed quickly, who will submit a report to examine the need for further 

reductions and decide on any new rates in exemptions. 

• Same as 2020, the GST Council felt that this is not the appropriate time for a correction in Inversion duty, so this 

remains where it is. 

• The Annual Return Filing will continue to be optional for 2020-21, for the small taxpayers with turnover less 

than Rs 2 crore. The Law Committee will look into issues involving Quarterly Return Filing and Quarterly 

Payment, the modalities need to be worked out. 

• The GST compensation cess has the same formula as the one in 2020 to be adopted in 2021 as well. The rough 

estimate is that the centre will have to borrow Rs 1.58 lakh crore and pass it on to states. 

• Separately, reducing GST rates on two-wheelers and bringing natural gas into the ambit of GST were also 

reportedly on the agenda. 

GST Amnesty Scheme 

The GST Amnesty Scheme was announced, which will provide relief to small taxpayers and the amnesty scheme has 

been recommended for reducing late fees. It is likely to benefit around 89 per cent of GST taxpayers. They can file 

pending returns, avail benefits of the scheme, with reduced late fees. 

Inverted Duty Structure under GST 

• The term ‘Inverted Tax Structure’ refers to a situation where the rate of tax on inputs purchased (i.e., GST rate 

paid on inputs received) is more than the rate of tax on outward supplies (i.e., GST rate payable on sales). 

• A registered person may claim a refund of unutilised Input Tax Credit (ITC). 

• The ITC on account of inverted tax structure can be claimed at the end of any tax period where the credit has 

accumulated on account of the rate of tax on inputs being higher than the rate of tax on output supplies. A tax 

period is a period for which a return is required to be furnished. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/43rd-gst-council-meeting
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India and World 

Asian Development Outlook 2021: ADB 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Manila based Asian Development Bank (ADB) has released the Asian Development Outlook (ADO) 2021. 

India’s growth projection: 

• India’s gross domestic product (GDP) will rebound strongly by 11.0% in fiscal year (FY) 2021-22 due to 

continued economic recovery boosted by increased public investment, vaccine rollout, and a surge in domestic 

demand. 

• It forecasts India’s economic growth to moderate to 7.0% in FY2022. 

• The economy is expected to have contracted by 8.0% in FY2020 in line with the government’s second advance 

estimate. 

Asia: 

• GDP of South Asia is expected to rebound to 9.5% this year, following a contraction of 6% in 2020, before 

moderating to 6.6% next year (2022). 

• The region’s growth is forecast to moderate to 5.3% in 2022 and most economies in developing Asia will see 

healthy growth this year and in 2022.  

• Excluding the newly industrialized economies of Hong Kong, China; the Republic of Korea; Singapore; and 

Taipei, China, developing Asia’s economic activity is expected to grow 7.7% this year and 5.6% in 2022. 

• China’s GDP is forecast to expand 8.1% in 2021 and 5.5% in 2022. 

About Asian Development Outlook (ADO) Report 

• It analyzes economic and development issues in developing countries in Asia.  

• It includes forecasting the inflation and gross domestic product growth rates of countries throughout the 

region, including the People’s Republic of China and India. 

• It is a series of annual economic reports on the developing member countries (DMCs) of the Asian 

Development Bank. 

➢ It provides a comprehensive analysis of macroeconomic and development issues for the DMCs of ADB. 

• It features an assessment of economic trends and prospects for the world and for the developing economies 
of Asia and the Pacific, economic profiles, economic management issues etc. 

About Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

• It envisions a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to 
eradicate extreme poverty. 

• It has grown to encompass 68 members out of which 49 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside. 

• It was established in 1966 with headquarters in Manila (Philippines). 

• It admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP) and non-regional developed countries. 

• It is modeled closely on the lines of World Bank having similar weighted voting system where votes are 

distributed in proportion with members' capital subscriptions. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/asian-development-outlook-2021-adb
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• Japan holds the largest proportion of shares followed by US, China, India and Australia. 

India-UK Virtual Summit 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Prime Ministers of India and the United Kingdom (UK) held a bilateral virtual summit. 

Key Highlights: 

• An ambitious ‘Roadmap 2030’ was adopted at the Summit to elevate bilateral ties to a ‘Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership’. 

➢ It will provide a framework for UK-India relations across health, climate, trade, education, science and 

technology, and defence. 

• The two Prime Ministers launched an ‘Enhanced Trade Partnership’ (ETP) by setting an ambitious target of 

more than doubling bilateral trade by 2030. 

➢ It envisages facilitating market access in specific sectors. It will see Britain open up its fisheries sector to 

more Indian players, facilitate more opportunities for nurses, recognise Indian seafarers’ certificates and 

enter into a joint dialogue on a social security agreement. 

 

• As part of the ETP, India and the UK agreed on a roadmap to negotiate a comprehensive and balanced FTA, 

including consideration of an Interim Trade Agreement for delivering early gains. 

• The enhanced trade partnership between India and UK will generate several thousands of direct and indirect 

jobs in both the countries. 

Collaboration and partnerships 

• The UK is India’s second-largest partner in research and innovation collaborations. 

• A new India-UK ‘Global Innovation Partnership’ was announced at the Virtual Summit that aims to support the 

transfer of inclusive Indian innovations to select developing countries, starting with Africa. 

• Both sides agreed to enhance cooperation on new and emerging technologies, including Digital and ICT 

products, and work on supply chain resilience. 

• They also agreed to strengthen defence and security ties, including in the maritime, counter-terrorism and 

cyberspace domains. 

G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meet 

Why in News? 

Recently, Foreign Ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) countries (USA, UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and 

Japan) held a meeting in London, UK. 

➢ India, Australia, and South Korea have been invited to participate in the proceedings of the summit as “guest 

countries”. 

About G7 

• G7 is an intergovernmental organization formed in 1975. The bloc meets annually to discuss issues of common 

interest like global economic governance, international security, and energy policy. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-uk-virtual-summit
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/g7-foreign-ministers-meet
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• Countries: G-7 consists of the US, UK, France, Germany, Italy, Canada, and Japan. 

• Origin: The G-7 was formerly referred to as the G-8 until Russia was suspended from the group in 2014 after 

illegally annexing Crimea. 

• The G-7 is not an official, formal entity and therefore has no legislative or authoritative power to enforce the 

recommended policies and plans it compiles. 

India and G7: 

• The participation of India at the 45th summit in Biarritz, France, in August 2019 is a reflection of deepening 

strategic partnership and recognition of India as a major economic power. 

• India was also invited for the 2020 summit hosted by the USA which could not take place due to the pandemic. 

• Previously India had attended the G8 summit (it became G7 from G8 with the expulsion of Russia in 2014) five 

times between 2005 and 2009. 

Significance of India’s Engagement with G7: 

• It provides an opportunity for India to develop cordial relations with developed countries. 

• It will boost security cooperation with member countries in Indo-Pacific, particularly the Indian Ocean. 

• As current president of Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa (BRICS) and G20 president in 2023, India will play 

a key role driving in multilateral cooperation helping to build back better around the world. 

 

India-EU Leaders’ Meeting 

Why in News? 

India and the European Union leaders agreed to resume negotiations for a balanced and comprehensive free trade 

deal and investment agreement during the European Council Meeting on May 9, 2021.  

➢ The India-EU Leaders' meeting was hosted by Portugal's Prime Minister Antonio Costa, as Portugal 

currently holds the Presidency of the European Union Council. 

➢ The meeting was held in a hybrid format with the participation of leaders of all the 27 EU Member States 

as well as the President of the European Council and the European Commission. 

➢ The heads of all 27 European Nations have met only once before in this format and that was with the US 

President in March 2021. This was the first time that India attended such a meeting. 

Key Highlights: 

Resumption of FTA 

• Prime Minister of India interacted virtually from Delhi with EU chiefs. 

• India and the European Union agreed to relaunch free trade negotiations by resuming talks that were 

suspended in 2013 for the Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA). 

• The talks had run into trouble over market access issues and tariffs by India on products like wine, dairy and 

automotive parts, as well as EU resistance over visas for Indian professionals. 

• In addition, Indian government’s decision to scrap all Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) in 2015 posed 

hurdles for new EU investments in India. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-eu-leader-s-meeting
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Connectivity Partnership document 

• The EU-India leaders adopted a Connectivity Partnership document. 

• The India-EU connectivity partnership committed the two sides to working together on digital, energy, 

transport, people to people connectivity. 

• The partnership is seen as a response to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, and comes as the EU’s negotiations 

with China on their Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) have run into trouble. 

• The contract for the second tranche of $150 million from the EU for the Pune Metro rail project was also 

signed. 

EU did not support for Covid-19 vaccine waiver 

• India failed to secure the support of the European leaders for patent waivers for Covid vaccine. 

• The support of a major bloc like the EU is crucial to passing the resolution at the WTO by consensus. 

Climate Change: 

 

• Reiterated their commitment to achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement and agreed to strengthen joint 

efforts for mitigation, adaptation and resilience to the impacts of climate change, as well as providing means of 

implementation including finance in the context of Conference of the Parties (COP 26). 

 

➢ India welcomed the EU’s decision to join the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). 

4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue 

Why in News? 

The 4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue was held virtually through video conferencing. 

 Key Highlights 

• The Dialogue covered sharing of experiences by both countries for collaboration on various aspects including, 

investments, International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA), National Investment and Infrastructure 

Fund (NIIF), FinTech, sustainable finance and cross border financial services.  

• Matters relating to G20, IMF and tax challenges arising from the digitisation of the economy was discussed 

along with infrastructure financing.  

• Both the countries shared views and perspectives on their respective countries and global economic scenario.  

• Emphasised the importance of coordinated bilateral action on a clean and resilient post-Covid world. 

India-Switzerland Relations: 

Political Relations: 

• A Treaty of Friendship between India and Switzerland was signed at New Delhi in 1948. 

• India’s policy of non-alignment and Switzerland’s traditional policy of neutrality has led to a close 

understanding between the two countries. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/4th-india-swiss-financial-dialogue
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Economic Relations: 

• Bilateral Trade: As per EXIM Bank, India figures, Switzerland was the 11th largest trading partner for India with 

the total bilateral trade including bullion, amounting to USD 19.263.38 million in 2018-19.  

• Bilateral Investment: Switzerland invested FDI equity worth approximately USD 4.781 billion in India from April 

2000 to September 2019 thus becoming the 12th largest investor and accounting for about 1.07% of total FDI in 

India during this period.  

• India-Switzerland Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) is under negotiation. 

• Negotiations are also taking place on India-EFTA Trade & Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA). 

• The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is the intergovernmental organisation of Iceland, Liechtenstein, 

Norway and Switzerland. 

• These countries are not part of the European Union (EU) with which India is negotiating a separate trade 

agreement called the India-EU Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement. 

Indian Diaspora  

• The Indian community in Switzerland comprises approximately 24,567 Indians including over 7,164 persons of 

Indian origin. Most of them are professionals in Engineering, IT, pharmaceuticals and paramedical fields. There 

are about 1000 Indian students studying in Switzerland.  

• In 2016, there were about 850 Swiss nationals living in India. 

Science and Technology 

• An inter-Governmental framework Agreement on Technical and Scientific Cooperation was signed under which 

an Indo-Swiss Joint Research Programme (ISJRP) was launched in 2005. 

Cooperation in Other Areas: 

• Skill Training: Several Institutes from both the countries have collaborated to impart the highest standards of 

skill training in India. E.g.: 

➢ Bharatiya Skill Development Campus and University, Jaipur. 

➢ Indo-Swiss Centre of Excellence, Pune. 

➢ Vocational Training Center, Andhra Pradesh. 

Capacity Building for Low Carbon and Climate Resilient City Development (CapaCITIES): 

• The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is supporting the implementation of the CapaCITIES 

project in Indian cities. 

• The CapaCITIES project aims to strengthen the capacities of Indian cities, to identify, plan and implement 

measures for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and for enhancing resilience to climate change in an integrated 

manner. 

Al-Aqsa Mosque & Sheikh Jarrah: Israel-Palestine 

Why in News? 

Recently, Israeli armed forces attacked Al-Aqsa Mosque in the Haram esh-Sharif in Jerusalem, ahead of a march by 

Zionist nationalists commemorating Israel’s capture of the eastern half of the city in 1967. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ai-aqsa-mosque-sheikh-jarrah-israel-palestine
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➢ The threatened eviction of dozens of Palestinian families after Israel Supreme court ruling in the East 

Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah escalated the crisis further. 

Background: 

• The ongoing violence in Jerusalem is a culmination of the tensions building up since the start of Ramzan in mid-

April, 2021. The unrest is over the eviction of Palestinian residents from two neighbourhoods of East 

Jerusalem, Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan, to make way for Jewish settlers. 

• A Jewish settlement agency has issued eviction notices to Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah. 

• It claimed that their houses sat on land purchased by Jewish agencies in the late 19th century (when historic 

Palestine was a part of the Ottoman Empire). 

• Arab families have been living in Sheikh Jarrah for generations. 

• The Israeli Supreme Court postponed the hearing over the eviction, on the advice of the government. 

• Israeli police set up barricades at the Damascus Gate, a main entrance to the occupied Old City of East 

Jerusalem. 

• This move, aimed at preventing Palestinians from gathering there, led to clashes. 

Start of the conflict: 

• On the last Friday of Ramzan, more than 150 people were injured when Israeli forces broke up a massive 

gathering of Palestinian worshippers. 

• They had gathered to pray at the Al-Aqsa mosque, revered as Islam’s third holiest site. 

 

➢ This happened hours before the annual May 10 Jerusalem Day processions by Jewish groups through the 

Old City of East Jerusalem. 

➢ This marks the day the territory was captured by Israeli forces during the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

➢ Israel annexed the territory later and incorporated it into West Jerusalem, captured earlier, in the 1947 

war. 

• The Palestinians sheltering inside the mosque threw stones and rocks. 

• The Israeli Foreign Ministry said the incident was the “direct result of incitement by Palestinian terror groups”. 

• The ministry maintains that people inside the compound were planning to attack 

the May 10 processions of the Jews. 

Importance of the site: 

• The clashes happened at one of the most revered and the most contested sites of 

the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

• The Al-Aqsa is located on a plaza at Temple Mount, which is known in Islam as 

Haram-e-Sharif. 

• The Mount is also Judaism’s holiest site. 

• The most imposing structure on the compound is the Dome of the Rock, with its 

golden dome. 

• The Western Wall, also known as the Wailing Wall sacred to Jews, is one side of the retaining wall of the Al-

Aqsa compound. 

Contentious issues: 

• Al-Aqsa is central to the rival claims over Jerusalem. 
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• Both Israel and Palestine have declared Jerusalem their capital. 

• For the present, the Palestinian Authority has its headquarters in Ramallah. 

• Soon after the 1967 Six-Day War ended, Israel gave back to Jordan the administration and management of the 

Al-Aqsa compound. 

• Non-Muslims have not been allowed to worship at Al-Aqsa. 

• But Jewish individuals and groups have made repeated attempts to gain entry to the Mount Temple plaza. 

• Since the late 1990s, around the time of the first intifada, such attempts began occurring with a regularity. 

 

➢ Intifada refers to the Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The first 

intifada lasted from 1987 to 1993, and the second began in 2000. 

• Jewish settlers began claiming the land in East Jerusalem and surrounding areas. 

• It has led to repeated clashes and tensions at Al-Aqsa. 

• Frequently, the Israeli police have backed such attempts. 

Long standing conflict 

• Jerusalem has been at the heart of the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

• Israel captured the western part of the city in the 1948 first Arab-Israel war and the eastern half in the 1967 

Six-Day War. 

• It thus claims sovereignty over the whole city. 

• On the other hand, the Palestinians say East Jerusalem should be the capital of their future state. 

• Most countries have not recognised Israel’s claim over the city. 

• Most of them are of the view that its status should be resolved as part of a final Israel-Palestine settlement. 

• Israel’s tactic till now has been to hold on to the status quo through force. 

• A peace process is non-existent and the Palestinians are divided and weak. 

• Now, the move to evict Palestinians from East Jerusalem is seen as an attempt to forcibly expand Jewish 

settlements in the Arab neighbourhoods of Jerusalem. 

Global response 

• The UN Secretary General and US National Security Adviser expressed concern over the clashes. 

• UN Secretary General asked Israeli authorities to exercise “maximum restraint” and to uphold and respect the 

status quo at Al-Aqsa. 

• The US wanted Israeli and Palestinian authorities to “act decisively to de-escalate tensions and bring a halt to 

the violence”. 

• The UAE has “strongly condemned” the clashes and the planned evictions in Jerusalem. 

 

➢ The UAE recently recognised Israel as a state and sealed a historic peace agreement to normalise 

relations with it. 

• The statement issued by its Foreign Minister asked Israel to protect the sanctity of the Al-Aqsa. 

• Saudi Arabia said it “rejects Israel’s plans and measures to evict dozens of Palestinians from their homes in 

Jerusalem”. 

• Saudi Arabia has notably given its tacit blessings to the “Abraham Accords” by not opposing Israel’s recognition 

by UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan. 

• Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan too condemned Israel for “violating all norms of humanity and international 

law”. 
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Israel’s response 

• At a special cabinet meeting to commemorate Jerusalem Day, Israel PM Benjamin Netanyahu said that Israel 

would “not allow any extremist element to undermine the quiet Jerusalem.” 

• He assured to uphold the law and order, to safeguard freedom of worship for all faiths, but said that Israel 

would not allow violent disturbances. 

Cultural Exchange Programme between India and Mongolia 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Minister of State for Culture discussed various issues under the Cultural Exchange Programme with his 

Mongolian counterpart. 

Key Highlights  

• They discussed various issues under the Cultural Exchange Program between the two countries, and other areas 

of common interest. 

• The Cultural Exchange Program between India and Mongolia stands renewed until 2023. It was also 

emphasized that India’s historical connection and convergence in Buddhism with Mongolia forms the basis of 

the deep and spiritual friendship. 

• India's commitment to the digitization of Buddhist manuscripts in Gandan monastery and India would consider 

Mongolia’s request for assistance in setting up a museum-cum-library.   

• The Ministry of Culture is likely to complete the reprinting of about 100 sets of sacred Mongolian Kanjur (108 

volumes each) by next year for distribution in the main centres of Buddhism in Mongolia.  

India-Mongolia Relations: 

Historical Relations: 

• India and Mongolia have interacted through Buddhism throughout history. 

Diplomatic Relations: 

• India was the first country outside the former Soviet bloc of nations to open diplomatic relations with 

Mongolia in 1955. 

• In 2015, Mongolia witnessed the first ever visit by the Prime Minister of India (a part of India’s Act East policy). 

International Cooperation: 

• Mongolia has publicly reiterated its support for India’s membership to the permanent seat of the 

expanded United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

• India has played an important role in getting Mongolia membership to key international forums, including 

the United Nations (UN), despite strong opposition from China and Taiwan. India also championed the inclusion 

of Mongolia in the Non-Aligned Movement. 

• In a reciprocal gesture, Mongolia co-sponsored a 1972 UN resolution with India and Bhutan for the recognition 

of the newly liberated Bangladesh. 

• Other Forums of which both the countries are members: Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), World Trade 

Organisation (WTO). 

• India is a member whereas Mongolia is an observer state at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cultural-exchange-programme-between-india-and-mongolia
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Economic Cooperation: 

• India - Mongolia bilateral trade was USD 35.3 million in 2020, down from USD 38.3 million in 2019. 

• India has undertaken the ‘Mongol refinery project’ under its Lines of Credit (LoC) programme. 

Cultural Cooperation: 

• The India-Mongolian Agreement on Cultural Cooperation, signed in 1961, has governed the Cultural Exchange 

Programme (CEP) between the two countries. 

• The Agreement envisages co-operation in the fields of education by way of scholarships, exchange of experts, 

participation in conferences, etc. 

Defence Cooperation: 

• Joint defence exercises code-named Nomadic Elephant. 

• India is also an active participant in an annual week-long joint training exercise called the Khaan Quest, hosted 

by Mongolia. 

Cooperation over Environmental Issues: 

• Part of the Bishkek Declaration (snow leopard). 

Indian Diaspora 

• The Indian community in Mongolia is small and most Indians are either employed in the organized sector or 

are self-employed such as operating Indian restaurants which are popular with the Mongols and foreigners in 

Mongolia.  

Way Forward 

• Mongolia’s strategic position at the cross junction of Central Asia, Northeast Asia, far East, China and Russia 

attracts major powers towards it. India should consider Mongolia as a green zone of economic development 

that absorbs hi-tech features and production skills in a modernization process. 

• To preserve and promote the common heritage of Indo-Mongolian culture is important. This should serve as 

the basis for nurturing and pursuing future common interests. 

India, Oman MoU 

Why in News? 

Recently, India and Oman renewed the Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) on military cooperation as well as 

on maritime security. 

➢ The Sultanate of Oman has been an age old strategic partner of India.  

➢ The two countries are linked by geography, history and culture and enjoy warm and cordial relations, which are 

attributed to historical maritime trade linkages, intimacy of the Royal family with India and the seminal role 

played by Indian expatriate community in building Oman, which is acknowledged by Omani Government. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-oman-mou
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India-Oman Relationship: 

• The Sultanate of Oman is a strategic partner of India and an important speaker at the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC), Arab League and Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) fora. 

 

➢ India is a member of IORA but not a member of GCC and Arab League. 

• Key bilateral agreements/MoUs cover cooperation in Defence; peaceful uses of Outer Space; Extradition; Legal 

and judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters; Agriculture; Civil Aviation; Avoidance of Double 

Taxation; Maritime issues; etc. 

Commercial relations: 

• Both India and Oman accord high priority to strengthening economic and commercial relations between the 

two countries. 

• Economic cooperation between India and Oman is reviewed thorough the institutional mechanism of Indo-

Oman Joint Commission Meeting (JCM). 

• India is among Oman’s top trading partners. 

• For Oman, India was the 3rd largest (after UAE and China) source for its imports and 3rd largest market (after 

UAE and Saudi Arabia) for its non-oil exports in 2018. 

• During 2018-19, bilateral trade was US$ 5 billion. 

• Major items of Indian exports include: mineral fuels and products of their distillation, textiles, machinery, 

electrical items, chemicals, iron and steel, tea, coffee, spices, rice and meat products and seafood. 

• Among major Indian imports are: Urea, LNG, polypropylene, lubricating oil, dates and chromite ore. 

Defence Cooperation: 

• In West-Asia, Oman is one of India’s oldest defence partners and an ally in anti-piracy campaigns. 

• India has supplied rifles to Oman. Also, India is considering setting up a defence production unit in Oman. 

• India and Oman conduct regular biennial bilateral exercises between all three services. 

 

➢ Army exercise: Al Najah 

➢ Air Force exercise: Eastern Bridge 

➢ Naval Exercise: Naseem Al Bahr 

Maritime Cooperation: 

• Oman is at the gateway of Strait of Hormuz through which India imports one-fifth of its oil imports. 

• The berth rights given by Oman to Indian vessels is important for the Indian Navy to carry out anti-piracy 

operations in the Gulf of Aden. 

• India signed a pact with the country in 2018 to access the Duqm port of Oman. 

• India is working closely with Oman to enhance strategic depth in the region and add heft to its Indo-Pacific 

vision in the Western and Southern Part of Indian Ocean. 

• India needs its support to counter the growing Chinese foothold in the region. 

 

➢ India is concerned with China’s acquisition of strategic assets in the region including setting its base at Port 

of Doraleh in Djibouti. 

➢  
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Indian Community in Oman: 

• There are about 7,70,000 Indians in Oman, of which about 6,55,000 are workers and professionals. 

• There are Indian families living in Oman for more than 150-200 years. 

• Thousands of Indians are working as doctors, engineers, chartered accountants, teachers, lecturers, nurses, 

managers, etc. 

• The Basic Law of Oman recognizes the right to different forms of worship. 

• Indian Embassy receives good support from local authorities in delivery of services aimed at welfare of Indian 

community in Oman. 
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Environment 

Climate Change Causing Shift in Earth’s Axis 

Why in News? 

According to a study published in Geophysical Research Letters of the American Geophysical Union (AGU) says that 

owing to enormous melting of glaciers since the rise of global temperature, our planet’s axis of rotation has been 

moving more than usual since the 1990s. 

Earth’s Axis of Rotation 

• The Earth’s axis of rotation is the line along which it spins around itself as it revolves around the Sun. 

• The points on which the axis intersects the planet’s surface are the geographical north and south poles. 

• The location of the poles is not fixed, however, as the axis moves due to changes in how the Earth’s mass is 

distributed around the planet. 

• Thus, the poles move when the axis moves, and the movement is called “polar motion”. 

• Generally, polar motion is caused by changes in the hydrosphere, atmosphere, oceans, or solid Earth. 

• But now, climate change is adding to the degree with which the poles wander. 

Findings from the New Study: 

 

• Since the 1990s, climate change has caused billions of tonnes of glacial ice to melt into oceans. This has caused 

the Earth’s poles to move in new directions. 

• The North Pole has shifted in a new eastward direction since the 1990s, because of changes in the 

hydrosphere (meaning the way in which water is stored on Earth). 

• From 1995 to 2020, the average speed of drift was 17 times faster than from 1981 to 1995. 

• Also, in the last four decades, the poles moved by about 4 meters in distance. 

• The calculations were based on satellite data from NASA’s Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) 

mission. 

Causes of Polar Drift: 

Ice Melting: 

• The faster ice melting under global warming was the most likely cause of the directional change of the polar 

drift in the 1990s. 

• As glaciers melt, water mass redistributes, causing shifts in the planet's axis. 

Change in Non-Glacial Regions (Terrestrial Water Storage): 

• Due to climate change and unsustainable consumption of groundwater for irrigation and other anthropogenic 

activities. 

Groundwater Depletion: 

• As millions of tonnes of water from below the land is pumped out every year for drinking, industries or 

agriculture, most of it eventually joins the sea, thus redistributing the planet’s mass. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/climate-change-causing-shift-in-earth-s-axis
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Red-Eared Slider Turtle 

Why in News? 

The invasive red-eared slider can become a major threat to the biodiversity of water bodies across the Northeast 

region of India. 

 About Red-Eared Slider Turtle 

• It is a semiaquatic turtle belonging to the family Emydidae. 

• The Red-eared Slider is a freshwater terrapin that is native to the Mississippi River Basin of North America. 

• It is a subspecies of the pond slider. 

• The Red-eared Slider is considered one of the world’s top 100 worst invasive species.  

• IUCN –Least Concern. 

 

Cyclone Tauktae 

Why in News? 

Recently, Cyclone Tauktae made landfall in Gujarat.The cyclone has caused a lot of destruction as it swept through the 

coastal states of Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra. 

Severity of Cyclone Tauktae: 

• Cyclone Tauktae swelled into an extremely severe cyclonic storm. 

• It led to dumping enormous volumes of water all along the west coast. 

• The cyclone caused loss of life in Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat, before weakening overland. 

• The twin crises of the cyclone and COVID-19 have strained the capacities of multiple States, especially the 

coastal ones. 

IMD’s recent measures: 

• In 2020, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) launched an impact-based cyclone warning system. 

• This was designed to reduce economic losses by focusing on districts and specific locations. 

• It incorporates such factors as population, infrastructure, land use and settlements. 

• The IMD also claimed that its accuracy of forecasts, for instance, in plotting landfall location, is now better. 

• Together with ground mapping of vulnerabilities, this is a promising approach to avoid loss of life and 

destruction of property. 

Priority of Government against Disasters: 

• Developing greater expertise in forecasting and disaster mitigation is essential. 

• Crafting policies to increase resilience among communities is another priority. 

• Arabian Sea has emerged as a major source of severe cyclones. 

• Their intensity is aggravated by long-term rise in sea surface temperatures linked to pollution over South Asia 

and its neighbourhood. 

• So importance of precise early warnings is high now than before. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/red-eared-slider-turtle
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/red-eared-slider-turtle
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyclone-tauktae
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• Climate-proofing lives and dwellings is also a high priority now. 

• This calls for a multi-sectoral approach: 

➢ to build sturdy homes of suitable design 

➢ create adequate storm shelters 

➢ provide accurate early warnings 

➢ ensure financial protection against calamities through insurance for property and assets 

Naming cyclones: 

• A WMO/ESCAP (World Meteorological Organisation/United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific) Panel on Tropical Cyclones agreed in principle to assign names to the tropical cyclones in the Bay 
of Bengal and the Arabian Sea during its 27th session held in Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, in 2000. 

• The naming of the tropical cyclones over the north Indian Ocean commenced from September 2004, with 
names provided by eight members, starting with Bangladesh, followed by India. Since then, another five 
countries have joined the Panel. 

• The Regional Specialised Meteorological Centre (RSMC), New Delhi is responsible for naming the cyclonic 
storms formed over the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea when they reach the relevant intensity. 

 

 

Six Sites in Tentative List of World Heritage Sites 

Why in News? 

Recently, six Indian places have been added to the tentative list of UNESCO’s (United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization) world heritage sites. 

 Key Highlights: 

• Sites were submitted by the Archaeological Survey of India.  

• Six of the nine sites have been accepted by UNESCO for its tentative list.  

• Being added to the tentative list is a requirement before the final nomination of any site. 

• The sites are 

1. Maratha military architecture, Maharashtra 

2. Hire Bengal megalithic site, Karnataka 

3. Bhedaghat-Lametaghat of Narmada Valley, Madhya Pradesh. 

4. Ganga ghats, Varanasi 

5. Temples of Kancheepuram 

6. Satpura Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh. 

These proposals will remain in tentative list for a year after which the government will decide which one of them to push 

for in their final dossier to UNESCO. 

Protected Planet Report 2020 

Why in News? 

The report, titled Protected Planet Report 2020, underlined the progress the world has made toward the ambitious 

goals agreed by countries in 2010 at the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/six-sites-in-tentative-list-of-world-heritage-sites
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/protected-planet-report-2020
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➢ The reports are released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) World Conservation 

Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) with 

support from the National Geographic Society, a global non-profit. 

Highlights of the Protected Planet Report 2020 

• These are biennial landmark publications that assess the state of protected and conserved areas around the 

world. 

• The report is the first in the series to include data on Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures 

(OECM) in addition to protected areas. OECM are a conservation designation for areas that are achieving the 

effective in-situ conservation of biodiversity outside of protected areas. 

• The 2020 edition provides the final report on the status of Aichi Biodiversity Target 11, and looks to the future 

as the world prepares to adopt a new post-2020 global biodiversity framework. Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 

aimed to conserve 17% of land and inland water ecosystems and 10% of its coastal waters and oceans by 2020. 

Findings of the Protected Planet Report 2020 

• As many as 82% of countries and territories have increased their share of protected area and coverage of Other 

Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECM) since 2010. Protected areas covering almost 21 million sq. 

km. have been added to the global network. 

• Since OECMs were first recorded in 2019, these areas have added a further 1.6 million sq. km. to the global 

network. Despite being limited to only five countries and territories, the available data on OECMs show that 

they make a significant contribution to coverage and connectivity. 

• On an average, 62.6% of Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) (sites that contribute significantly to the global 

persistence of biodiversity) either fully or partially overlap with protected areas and OECMs. The average 

percentage of each KBA within protected areas and OECMs is 43.2% for terrestrial; 42.2% for inland water and 

44.2% for marine (within national waters). 

The Climate Breakthroughs Summit 

Why in News? 

World leaders convened at the Climate Breakthroughs Summit to demonstrate progress in critical sectors of the global 

economy, including steel, shipping, Green hydrogen and nature. 

About CBS: 

• This is collaboration between the WEF, Mission Possible Partnership, the United Nations Climate Champions, 

and the United Kingdom. 

• It aims to demonstrate the need for systemic change to accelerate the global transition to a zero-carbon 

economy. 

• The “Zero carbon economy” refers to the green ecological economy based on low energy consumption and low 

pollution, where emissions are compensated by absorption and removal of greenhouse gases 

Highlights of the Summit: 

• The United Nations made a call for coordinated action to secure global net-zero emissions and fulfill its goal of 

limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius compared to pre-industrial levels by 2050. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/the-climate-breakthroughs-summit
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• Maersk, the world’s largest container shipping line and vessel operator, joined Race to Zero with the 

commitment to halving the emission by 2030. 

• As many as 40 health care institutions worldwide have committed to halving emissions by 2030 and reaching net 

zero by 2050. 

Significance: 

• Decarbonizing both heavy industry (aluminium, concrete and cement, chemicals, metals and mining, plastics 

and steel) and light industry (consumer goods, fashion, ICT and mobile, and retail) is technically and 

economically feasible. 

• This can be done through reducing materials and energy use; increasing their productivity; and decarbonising 

production processes while implementing transitional solutions such as natural climate solutions where direct 

emissions reduction cannot be achieved. 

Mekedatu Project: River Cauvery 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Karnataka government has decided to challenge before the National Green Tribunal (NGT) its decision to 

appoint a joint committee. 

 About Mekedatu Project: 

• Mekedatu, meaning goat’s leap, is a deep gorge situated at the confluence of the rivers Cauvery and Arkavathi, 

about 100 km from Bengaluru, at the Kanakapura taluk in Karnataka’s Ramanagara district. 

• In 2013, then Karnataka announced the construction of a multi-purpose balancing reservoir project. 

• The project aimed to alleviate the drinking water problems of Bengaluru and Ramanagara district. 

• It was also expected to generate hydro-electricity to meet the power needs of the state. 

Issues with the project 

• Soon after the project was announced TN has objected over granting of permission or environmental 

clearance. 

• Explaining the potential for damage to the lower riparian state of TN, it said that the project was in violation of 

the final award of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal. 

• It stated that the project will affect the natural flow of the river Cauvery considerably and will severely affect the 

irrigation in TN. 

Cyclone Yaas 

Why in News? 

Recently, the National Weather Forecasting Centre of the India Meteorological Department (IMD) had announced 

a yellow message over Odisha and Bengal coast due to Cyclonic Storm ‘Yaas’. 

About Cyclone Yaas 

• It is the name of a tropical cyclone which is set to hit eastern coastal areas of Odisha and West Bengal. 

• The name ‘Yaas’ has been given by Oman and it refers to a ‘tree’. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mekedatu-project-river-cauvery
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyclone-yaas
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• The word 'Yaas' is said to have originated from the Persian language and it means 'Jasmin' in English. 

What is a tropical cyclone? 

• A tropical cyclone is an intense circular storm that originates over warm tropical oceans and is characterised 

by low atmospheric pressure, strong winds followed by heavy rainfall. 

• Tropical cyclones always have an eye, a central region of clear skies and warm temperatures. 

• Cyclones are fueled by available heat in the water bodies and the conducive temperature for the intensification 

of the cyclone is 28 degrees Celsius and above. 

• The Bay of Bengal is usually warmer than the Arabian Sea so it results in more cyclones being formed over it. 
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Science and Technology 

Positron: The Antimatter Counterpart of the Electrons 

Why in News? 

Researchers from the Raman Research Institute (RRI), Bengaluru, have resolved the mystery of the antimatter 

counterpart of the electrons called Positron and Positron Excess Phenomenon. 

About Antimatter 

• Antimatter is the opposite of normal matter. More specifically, the sub-atomic particles of antimatter have 

properties opposite those of normal matter. For example, the electrical charge of antimatter particles is 

reversed. 

• The creation of antimatter happened along with matter after the Big Bang. But in today’s universe, antimatter is 

rare. 

• For example, Positron 

What is Positron or anti-electron? 

• A Positron is an antimatter counterpart to an electron. 

• A positron has the equal or same mass as an electron. 

• But the electron has a Negative Electric Charge whereas Positron has a Positive electric Charge. 

Positron Excess 

• Over the years scientists observed excess of positron having the energy of more than 10 GeV 

• But Positrons having energy of more than 300 GeV are lower in comparison to astronomers’ expectations. 

• This behavior of positrons between 10 and 300 GeV is called as the ‘positron excess’. 

RRI’sStudy  

• The Milky Way consists of giant clouds of molecular hydrogen. They are the seats of the formation of new stars 

and can be as massive as 10 million times the Sun’s mass. 

 

➢ They can extend up to 600 light-years, the distance that would take light 600 years to travel. 

 

• Cosmic rays, produced in supernovae explosions propagate through these clouds before they reach the Earth. 

Cosmic rays interact with molecular hydrogen and can give rise to other cosmic rays. 

 

➢ As they propagate through these clouds, they decay from their original forms and intermix, lose their 

energy by energising the clouds, and may also get re-energised. 

  

• The researchers from RRI studied all these astrophysical processes via a code they set up on the computer, 

using a publicly available code. 

Code 
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• The code considers 1638 molecular hydrogen clouds in the Milky Way that other astronomers have observed 

across different wavelengths of the electromagnetic spectrum. 

• They have followed three different catalogues to construct a comprehensive one. 

 

➢ The combined catalogue consists of ten molecular clouds in the immediate neighbourhood of our Sun.  

➢ These galactic clouds provide the astronomers with a crucial input –– the number of giga-electron volt 

cosmic rays. 

➢ These help them determine the excess number of positrons that reach the Earth.  

 

• The computer code the researchers used, by taking into account the exact number of nearby galactic molecular 

clouds and it was successfully able to reproduce the observed number of positrons at giga-electron volt 

energies.  

• Researchers consider all mechanisms via which cosmic rays interact with the molecular clouds to show that 

nearby molecular clouds can be a viable contributor to the positron excess phenomenon. 

 

➢ Not only the positron excess, the computer code accurately reproduces the spectra of protons, 

antiprotons, boron, carbon, and all other components of cosmic rays and their method explains all the 

observed numbers without running into any contradiction. 

RRI proposal 

• Their proposal is simple cosmic rays while propagating through the Milky Way galaxy interact with matter 

producing other cosmic rays, primarily electrons and positrons.  

  

➢ These new cosmic rays are the origin of the ‘positron excess’ phenomenon. 

 

• All mechanisms via which cosmic rays interact with the molecular clouds to show that nearby molecular clouds 

can be a viable contributor to the positron excess phenomenon. 

Cosmic Rays 

• Cosmic rays are atom fragments that rain down on the Earth from outside of the solar system. They blaze at 
the speed of light and have been blamed for electronics problems in satellites and other machinery.  

• They were discovered in 1912. 
Light-Year 

• The light-year is a unit of length used to express astronomical distances and is equivalent to about 9.46 trillion 
kilometers. 

• As defined by the International Astronomical Union, a light-year is the distance that light travels in vacuum in 
one Julian year. 

 

 

P-8I Patrol Aircraft 

Why in News? 

The US State Department has approved the sale of six P-8I patrol aircraft and related equipment to India. 

• The P-8I surveillance aircraft is a variant of Boeing's P-8A Poseidon aircraft, which it had developed as a 

replacement to the US Navy's aging P-3 fleet.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/p-8i-patrol-aircraft
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• The Indian Navy was the first and largest international customer for the P-8 aircraft. 

Key Highlights 

• The Indian Navy recently completed seven years of operating the P-8I surveillance fleet. The patrol aircraft have 

already surpassed 25,000 flight hours since induction in 2013.  

• The Indian Navy has eight such aircraft in service and they were deployed for surveillance and intelligence 

gathering over the Himalayan region during the ongoing stand-off with China along the Line of Actual Control 

in Ladakh. 

• The aircraft were also used for surveillance during the Chinese incursions during the 2017 Dokalam standoff in 

the north-east. 

• The aircraft have also been deployed to assist during disaster relief and humanitarian missions. 

P-8I surveillance aircraft and its significance for India: 

• The P-8I surveillance plane boasts of exceptional maritime surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities. The 

aircraft's versatility and operational readiness have proven to be an important asset to the Indian Navy.  

• The P-8I aircraft is equipped for intelligence, surveillance, anti-surface warfare, long-range anti-submarine 

warfare and reconnaissance in support of the broad area, maritime and littoral operations. 

• Its communication suit and sensor suite comprises indigenous equipment developed by defence PSUs and 

private manufacturers. 

• The aircraft has high speed and high endurance of about 10 hours. It is capable of thrusting a punitive response 

and maintaining a watch over India's immediate and extended areas of interest. 

SUTRA Model 

Why in News? 

Many scientists are blaming the government-backed model, called SUTRA (Susceptible, Undetected, Tested (positive), 

and Removed Approach), for having a larger role in creating the perception that a second wave of Covid was unlikely in 

India. The prediction for the second wave, however failed and the rising number of cases are a standing proof of the 

same.  

About SUTRA 

• National COVID 19 Supermodel Committee was formed by the Government of India to make projections 

about the spread of COVID 19 in India and help in making short and long term plans to defend the country 

from the dangerous disease caused due to the virus. The committee, however, accepted that it was unable to 

predict the exact nature of the second Covid wave in the country.  

• The panel was working on the SUTRA model for calculating the trajectory of the disease in India. This committee 

comprises three scientists namely, Manindra Agrawal, Professor, IIT Kanpur, Madhuri Kanitkar, Deputy Chief, 

Integrated Defense Staff and M Vidyasagar, Professor, IIT Hyderabad who work on this model.  

SUTRA: Reason for miscalculation 

• The panel said that their predictions were wrong as the nature of the virus has been changing constantly and 

very rapidly.  
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• As per the committee," In such a context, any prediction for Covid-19 must be continually readjusted, 

sometimes almost daily." 

• Various epidemiological models extrapolate cases on the basis of  

➢ Data of the existing cases 

➢ Behaviour of the virus 

➢ The way of its spread 

However, the SUTRA model chose a data centric approach.  

• The equation to find out the estimates of future infections and the timing of a peak occurring, require certain 

‘constants’. Such numbers on the other hand kept changing and their values depended on the number of 

infections reported at various intervals. 

• So any equation cannot make it clear when a constant changes. An increase in the number of cases thus 

couldn’t be predicted in advance. 

• Others are of the view that SUTRA relied on many parameters and recalibrated them when its predictions 

broke down.  

• Also many scientists are of the view that the exponential rise was not calculated as there was a contact 

between people and populations went wrong every time.  

• It was assumed that the best it could do was go upto the pre lockdown values. No one thought about the new 

strains that could come up with time.  

• The model also relied on the ICMR in May that said that 0.73% of India may have been infected at that time. 

However, the results of the first survey had not been correct.  

The SUTRA model has been undermined due to the following reasons 

• Omission of the importance of the changing behaviour of the virus  

• Observations informing that some people were bigger transmitters of the virus than others Lack of accounting 

for social or geographic heterogeneity  

• Non-stratification of the population by age ( contacts between different age groups were not accounted for) 

Mucormycosis 

Why in News? 

Black fungus or mucormycosis, a rare but serious fungal infection, is being detected frequently among Covid-19 

patients in some states. 

Causes 

• Mucormycosis is caused by a group of moulds known as mucormycetes present naturally and abundantly in the 

environment. 

• Sinuses or lungs of such individuals get affected after they inhale fungal spores from the air. It can lead to loss of 

the upper jaw and even the eye. 

• It mainly affects people who are on medication for health problems that reduces their ability to fight 

environmental pathogens and sickness. 

Symptoms  

The disease often manifests in the skin and also affects lungs and brain. The symptoms include, 
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➢ Sinusitis - nasal blockade or nasal discharge (blackish/bloody); 

➢ Pain and redness on the cheek bone, eyes; one-sided facial pain, numbness or swelling; Blackish discoloration 

over nose/palate; 

➢ Loosening of teeth, jaw involvement; 

➢ Blurred or double vision with pain; 

➢ Thrombosis, necrosis, skin lesion; 

➢ Chest pain, pleural effusion, bloody vomits, altered mental status. 

Vulnerable  

• Vulnerable groups include those patients with diabetes mellitus, cancer, or those who have had an organ 

transplant. 

• Those who are in immunosuppression by steroids, prolonged ICU stay, and comorbidities — post 

transplant/malignancy, voriconazole therapy. 

Prevention  

• Use masks if visiting dusty construction sites. Wear shoes, long trousers, long-sleeved shirts and gloves while 

handling soil, moss or manure. Maintain personal hygiene including a thorough scrub bath. 

Diagnosis  

• It depends on the location of the suspected infection. 

• A sample of fluid from respiratory system may be collected for testing in the lab; or a tissue biopsy or a CT scan 

of lungs, sinuses etc may be done. 

Treatment 

• Mucormycosis needs to be treated with antifungal medicine. In some cases, it can require surgery. 

• To maintain adequate systemic hydration, the treatment includes infusion of normal saline (IV) before infusion 

of amphotericin B and antifungal therapy, for at least 4-6 weeks. 

 

NASA’s OSIRIS-REx Mission 

Why in News? 

Recently, NASA’s OSIRIS-REx spacecraft departed from asteroid Bennu, and started its two-year long journey back to 

Earth. 

About OSIRIS-REx 

• OSIRIS-REx is NASA’s first mission to visit a near-Earth asteroid, survey its surface and collect a sample from it. 

• The mission was launched in 2016, it reached its target in 2018 and since then, the spacecraft has been trying to 

match the velocity of the asteroid using small rocket thrusters. 

• It also utilised this time to survey the surface and identify potential sites to take samples. 

• Once the surface was disturbed, the spacecraft’s robotic arm captured some samples. 

• The spacecraft’s engineers have also confirmed that shortly after the spacecraft made contact with the surface, 

it fired its thrusters and “safely backed away from Bennu”. 
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Objectives 

• Return and analyze a pristine carbon-rich asteroid sample.  

• Spectral Interpretation: Provide ground truth or direct observations for telescopic data of the entire asteroid 

population. 

• Resource Identification: Map the chemistry and mineralogy of a primitive carbon-rich asteroid. 

• Security: Measure the effect of sunlight on the orbit of a small asteroid, known as the “Yarkovsky effect” - the 

slight push created when the asteroid absorbs sunlight and re-emits that energy as heat.  

• Regolith Explorer: Document the regolith (layer of loose, outer material) at the sampling site at scales down to 

the sub-centimetre. 

Achievements  

• The spacecraft found traces of hydrogen and oxygen molecules - part of the recipe for water and thus 

the potential for life - embedded in the asteroid's rocky surface. 

• In October 2020, the spacecraft briefly touched asteroid Bennu, from where it collected samples of dust and 

pebbles. 

• A sample of primordial rock is now on its way to Earth, where scientists will analyze it to learn about the origins 

of our solar system and life on Earth. 

• When the spacecraft finally returns in September 2023, it will bring back the largest sample collected by a NASA 

mission since the Apollo astronauts collected samples of Moonrock.  

About -Bennu 

• Bennu is considered to be an ancient asteroid that has not gone through a lot of composition-altering change 
through billions of years, which means that below its surface lie chemicals and rocks from the birth of the solar 
system. 

• Around 20-40 percent of Bennu’s interior is empty space and scientists believe that it was formed in the first 
10 million years of the solar system’s creation, implying that it is roughly 4.5 billion years old. 

• Bennu is a B-type asteroid, implying that it contains significant amounts of carbon and various other minerals. 

• Because of its high carbon content, the asteroid reflects about four per cent of the light that hits it, which is 
very low when compared with a planet. 

• Bennu is named after an Egyptian deity. 

• The asteroid was discovered by a team from the NASA-funded Lincoln Near-Earth Asteroid Research team in 
1999. 

 
 

Iron Dome Air Defence System: Israel 

Why in News? 

Israel used its Iron Dome air defence system in recent violent clashes over Jerusalem. 

➢ It was created by Israeli firms Rafael Advanced Defense Systems and Israel Aerospace Industries. It is known 

that with the support from the United States of America, the Iron Dome became operational in 2011.  

➢ It is a short-range, ground-to-air, air defence system that includes a radar and Tamir interceptor missiles that 

track and neutralise any rockets or missiles aimed at Israeli targets. 
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Key Features 

• The control system in the Iron Dome has been built by Israel’s known software company mPrest Systems on 

being engaged by Rafael. 

• It has various steering fins for high manoeuvrability which are also equipped with electro-optic sensors.  

• The missile system has great interception capability, with day-and-night along with all-weather capability, quick 

reaction time etc. 

• It can also adapt to rapidly evolving threats and handle 

multiple threats at the same time. 

How does Iron Dome work? 

It works in 5 steps as shown in the picture below.  

Step 1:  

• Enemies Rockets are fired- In this the enemies would 

target their air missiles or rockets towards Israel 

Step 2:  

• Detection by Radar- The Radar System of Israel detects the rockets and its tracks that may penetrate the air 

space of Israel 

Step 3: 

• Control System estimates Impact Point- The control system in the dome intercepts the target point of the 

rockets fired 

Step 4: 

• Fire Missiles launched- The Launcher fires the missiles to intercept. The best thing about Iron Dome is that it 

would not act on the threats that it can intercept to fall in uninhabited areas.  

Step 5:  

• Rockets destruction- The missiles are launched which explode close to the rockets thereby destroying them.  

Benefits of Iron Dome: 

• It is an all-weather system. 

• It helps combat shorter-range rudimentary weapons like the rockets fired from Gaza. 

• It can differentiate between missiles likely to hit built-up areas and those that would not. 

• Static and mobile units only launch interceptor missiles to shoot-down anything interpreted as dangerous. 

• Iron Dome can detect, analyse and intercept a range of incoming threats that include C-RAM, various precise 

guided missiles, cruise missiles, unmanned aerial vehicles and air-breathing threats. 

• Israel has 10 batteries deployed across the country now that a decade has passed since the development of the 

dome system. Each battery has three to four launchers that can fire 20 interceptor missiles. The system has 

intercepted more than 2,500 incoming targets with a success rate of over 90% so far. 

• Israels Iron Dome is one of the most sought after defense products of the world and even India has signed 

deals with Israel in this regard.  
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India’s Brain Drain in Health Sector 

Why in News? 

India has been a major exporter of healthcare workers to developed nations particularly to the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) countries, Europe and other English-speaking countries. 

➢ Currently India is facing a shortage of health workers in its fight against Covid-19. The present workforce is 

overburdened with their work for more than a year. A part of this problem is due to a large-scale brain drain in 

the health sector. 

Brain Drain: 

Brain drain reflects substantial emigration or migration of individuals. It can result from turmoil within a nation, the 

existence of favorable professional opportunities in other countries, or from a desire to seek a higher standard of 

living. 

Reasons for brain drain in the health sector 

Like any migration trends, the migration of health professionals also has both push and pull factors. 

Push factors 

• Low Wages: Developed countries offer better wages compare to India. For example, nurses in India receive low 

wages in private sector outfits. Also, they have only less opportunity in the public sector(Low employment due 

to lower hospitals in the public sector). So, they generally migrate to developed countries that offer better 

wages. 

• Lack of government investment in health care: India’s health care investment to GDP ratio is just 1.2 per cent. 

This is the lowest figure if we compare spending by OECD and BRICS nations. This reduces better employment 

opportunities for health professionals. 

• Lack of health care educational Institutions: India only has around 550 institutions for MBBS education. So, 

Many Indian students prefer to study abroad due to high course fees, limited seats in government medical 

colleges, etc. Once they study abroad they prefer to pursue higher studies or practice abroad alone. China is 

attracting a lot of Indian students in this regard. 

• Other factors: This includes unethical practices of some Indian private hospitals, lack of government policy to 

protect the vulnerable is also a reason for a health care worker to move abroad. 

Pull factors 

• Access to advanced technology: Developed countries offer better opportunities to pursue research in health 

care. Health care professionals also get access to advance technology, research facilities and even get higher 

scholarship amounts for their research. 

• Better standard of living and life quality: Many developed and GCCs offer a higher salary, tax benefits, higher 

standard of living, etc. These act as a pull factor for Indian health care professionals. 

• Policies of developed countries: Developed countries adopted migrant-friendly policies towards health care 

professionals. For example, with the onset of the pandemic, there is a greater demand for healthcare workers 

across the world. The developed countries implemented various policies to retain health care employees. Such 

as, 
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➢ OECD countries exempted travel bans for the health professionals with job offers. 

➢ Some countries processed visa applications of healthcare workers even during the lockdown period. 

➢ The UK has granted free one-year visa extensions to healthcare workers and their dependents 

➢ France has offered citizenship to frontline immigrant healthcare workers during the pandemic. 

Policies of the Indian Government: 

• The government’s policies to check brain drain are restrictive in nature and do not give a real long-term 

solution to the problem. 

• In 2014, it stopped issuing No Objection to Return to India (NORI) certificates to doctors migrating to the US. 

 

➢ The NORI certificate is a US government requirement for doctors who migrate to America on a J1 visa 

and seek to extend their stay beyond three years. 

• The government has included nurses in the Emigration Check Required (ECR) category. This move was taken to 

bring about transparency in nursing recruitment and reduce exploitation of nurses in the destination countries. 

Way Forward 

• Increased investment in healthcare, especially in the public sector, is thus the need of the hour. This would, in 

turn, increase employment opportunities for health workers. 

• India needs systematic changes to building an overall environment that could prove to be beneficial for them 

and motivate them to stay in the country. 

• The government should focus on framing policies that promote circular migration and return migration—

policies that incentivise healthcare workers to return home after the completion of their training or studies. 

• India could also work towards framing bilateral agreements that could help shape a policy of “brain-

share” between the sending and receiving countries. 

Tianwen-1: China's Mars Mission 

Why in News? 

Recently, China’s spacecraft Tianwen-1 landed on Mars carrying its first Mars rover named Zhurong. 

About Tianwen-1:  

• The literal meaning of Tianwen is Questions to Heaven 

• It arrived in Mars orbit after completing a 202-day, 475 million kilometre journey through deep space 

• The spacecraft is carrying 13 payloads that is seven orbiters and six rovers 

• It consists of an orbiter, a lander and a rover 

• The orbiter would land in  intended landing site in a region known as Utopia Planitia 

• Tianwen-1 is roughly 240 kilograms. It's solar-powered rover is carrying science payloads to investigate surface 

soil characteristics and search for potential water-ice distribution with a ground penetrating radar.  

• The rover also carries a panoramic camera similar to one aboard China's Yutu 2 rover 

• The Tianwen-1 orbiter would be studying the Red Planet's surface with medium- and high-resolution cameras. 

It would also use sounding radar, and make other detections with a magnetometer and particle detectors. 
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Objective of the mission: 

• The mission aims to study the thickness and also the sub layer distribution on the Red planet.  

• The space craft weighs 5 tonnes and was launched on a Long Mach 5 rocket.  

• The goal of the mission is complete study of Martian topography and determination of the composition of 

surface material, climate and environment.  

White Fungus 

Why in News? 

As the central government asks states to notify black fungus or mucormycosis an epidemic, an infection called white 

fungus or Candidiasis has also been found to affect some people. 

Causes   

• White fungus infection can be caused due to low immunity, or if people come in contact with things that 

contain these moulds. 

• Diabetes patients, cancer patients, and those who are taking steroids for a long period of time are more at risk 

of getting infected. 

• White Fungus is affecting those coronavirus patients who are on oxygen support. It is directly affecting the 

lungs of these patients. 

• It is the main reason of Leucorrhoea in women - flow of a whitish, yellowish, or greenish discharge from the 

vagina. 

Symptoms   

• Patients of white fungus show Covid-like symptoms but test negative; the infection can be diagnosed through 

CT-Scan or X-ray. 

• White fungus can affect the lungs, nails, skin, stomach, kidney, brain, private parts and mouth of the infected 

person. 

Prevention  

• White Fungus infection can be prevented by sanitising the surroundings. The oxygen or ventilator must be 

sanitised properly. 

Community Transmission Tag 

Why in News? 

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), since the beginning of the pandemic, India has never marked itself 

as being in ‘Community Transition (CT)’. Instead, India is opting for the lower, less serious classification called ‘cluster of 

cases’. 

➢ Countries such as the United States, Brazil, United Kingdom, France have all labelled themselves as 

being in ‘community transmission’. 

➢ Among the 10 countries with the most number of confirmed cases, only Italy and Russia didn’t label 

themselves as being in ‘CT’. 
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Community Transmission 

• Community Transmission (CT) is a pandemic stage when new cases in the last 14 days can’t be traced to those 

who have an international travel history, when cases can’t be linked to specific cluster. 

• The WHO guidelines suggest four subcategories within the definition of CT - CT-1 (Lowest Incidence), CT-2, CT-3 

and CT-4 (Highest Incidence). 

Four Stages of a Pandemic Transmission 

• Four Stages - Imported Transmission, Local Transmission, Community Transmission and Epidemic. 

• States and countries are expected by WHO to classify themselves appropriately and point to the kind of public 

health measures in place. 

• Imported Transmission is a stage when cases of infected people are imported from affected countries without 

any local origin in that particular home city or country via the borders and airports. 

• This can be controlled through thermal screening and quarantine. 

• Local Transmission is defined as the transmission through direct contact with an infected person (who possibly 

had a travel history to other already affected countries) within the country. 

• Community Transmission takes place when the source of an individual’s infection can’t be traced and isolated. 

• This stage signifies that a virus is circulating in the community and can affect people with no travel history to 

affected areas or of contact with an infected person. 

• Epidemic is the Stage 4, which is the most severe stage of an infectious disease spreading within a country. 

• In this stage, the disease becomes an epidemic in a country, with large numbers of infections and deaths with no 

end in sight. 

WHO BioHub Initiative 

Why in News? 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and Switzerland have launched a BioHub facility that will allow pathogens 

sharing between laboratories and facilitate “analysis and preparedness” against them. 

About  BioHub 

• The BioHub will enable member states to share biological materials with and via the BioHub under pre-agreed 

conditions, including biosafety, biosecurity, and other applicable regulations. 

• The facility will help in the safe reception, sequencing, storage, and preparation of biological materials for 

distribution to other laboratories, so as to facilitate global preparedness against these pathogens. 

• It would be based in Spiez, Switzerland. 

• Pathogens are presently shared bilaterally between countries: A process that can be sluggish and deny the 

benefits to some. 

Its significance 

• This will ensure timeliness and predictability in response activities. 

• The move is significant in the view of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and the need to 

underline the importance of sharing pathogen information to assess risks and launch countermeasures. 

• The move will help contribute to the establishment of an international exchange system for novel coronavirus 

SARS-CoV-2 and other emerging pathogens. 
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Himachal Current Affairs 

Highest GST collection 

In News: 

• The State Excise and Taxation department collected revenue of Rs. 642 crores in April 2021 vis-a-vis Rs. 76 

crores collected during the same period in last year.  

• The department has registered a growth of 9 percent in April 2021 in comparison to April 2019 (Rs. 590 crores). 

Incentive to doctors, staff and students  

In news: 

The Health Department has announced that incentive shall be granted to the 4th and 5th year MBBS students, Junior 

and Senior Residents, contractual doctors, contractual laboratory staff and 3rd year GNM students. 

• An incentive of Rs. ten thousand shall be granted to 4th and 5th  year MBBS students, Rs. ten thousand to Junior 

and Senior Residents, Rs. ten thousand to contractual doctors deployed for Covid-19 duties in various 

Government Medical Colleges, Hospitals, Dedicated Covid Centres and Hospitals till 30th June, 2021.  

• Besides this, incentive of Rs. six thousand shall be provided to BSc and MSc 3rd year Nursing students, Rs. five 

thousand to contractual laboratory staff and GNM 3rd year students of these institutions deployed for Covid-19 

duties. 

• This incentive shall be in addition to the regular payments or salary given to them. 

Government strategy to fight against Corona pandemic 

In news 

Government has adopted five point strategy to fight against Corona pandemic. 

➢ Test 

➢ Track 

➢ Treat 

➢ CAB 

➢ Vaccination 

Government has made vaccination an integral component of its five point strategy to fight against second wave of Corona virus 

Pandemic. 

Paediatric Task Force 

 Why in News? 

As per the opinion of medical experts, the anticipated third wave may hit India in another 3-4 months and to tackle the 

third wave effectively the State Government has decided to constitute a Paediatric Task Force. 
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Key Highlights: 

• The Task force would study the overall scenario and give appropriate recommendations from time to time. 

•  It would also study the availability of infrastructure in various PICU, M-NICU, SNCU, NBSU etc and draw up 

appropriate plans as per need for augmentation of machinery, equipment and Human Resources in the state. 

• As the mass vaccination programme is currently underway for above 18 years of age group and by the next 3-4 

months this segment would be largely vaccinated which might leave the children vulnerable to the third wave of 

COVID-19. So the task force will focus on measures and strategy to protect the children from the impact of 

Covid 19. 

• The task force is the part of Government strategy to strengthen the facilities so that the situation might be 

handled in the best possible way in case the anticipated third wave strikes the State. 

Single Number for Covid related Transport 

In news: 

 For timely shifting of Covid-19 patients from home to health care facility and inter-facility transfer in the case of referral 

is imperative to ensure better clinical outcome government has released 108 a single Number for Covid related 

transport. 

J-Mudra Mobile Banking App 

In news: 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur, has launched 'J-Mudra' Mobile Banking Application of The Jogindra Central Cooperative Bank Ltd.  

Self Testing Kit for Covid 

In news: 

• ICMR has approved a Covid Self Testing Kit manufactured by Mylab Discovery Solutions Limited which would be 

marketed by the name of Coviself (PathCatch) Covid-19 OTC Antigen LF Device.  

• This is a Covid-19 Over-The-Counter antigen testing kit.  

• The test sample used for testing kit is the person’s nasal swab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

53 

DEFENCE 

➢ The US-Army led multinational, joint exercise ‘DEFENDER-Europe 21’ commenced in Albania. The ‘DEFENDER-

Europe 21’ was launched by North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 

➢ Indian Navy has launched Operation Samudra Setu-II to augment the ongoing national mission for meeting the 

Oxygen requirements 

➢ Indian armed forces have launched a special operation called ‘CO-JEET’ against COVID-19. The three services 

have been pressed into service to help restore oxygen supply chains, set up COVID beds and provide help to the 

civilian administration. Spearheading efforts is Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (Medical) Lt Gen. Dr 

Madhuri Kanitkar 

➢ Indian Army has clarified that the Defence Ministry has approved a total of 50 Armed Force Medical Services, 

AFMS hospitals including 42 Army, five Air Force and three Navy designated as Dedicated and Mixed COVID 

Hospitals 

➢ Indian Army inaugurated the first green solar energy plant in Sikkim. It is based on vanadium-based battery 

technology 

➢ Indian Navy setup COVID Care Centre at INS Kalinga Bheemunipatnam. 

➢ The navies of India and Indonesia carried out a military drill in the Southern Arabian Sea 

➢ Navy has designed an Oxygen Recycling System, ORS to mitigate the current oxygen crisis. The Diving School of 

the Southern Naval Command of the Indian   Navy has   conceptualized   and   designed the System to alleviate 

the existing Oxygen shortage. The ORS has been designed by Lieutenant Commander Mayank Sharma of the 

Diving School 

➢ For Indian Army , Bharat Earth Movers limited has rolled out the first prototype of mechanical minefield marking 

equipment Mk-II 

➢ INS Rajput, the first destroyer of the Indian Navy, will be decommissioned after over 41 years of service. 

Sports 

➢ Ash Barty (Tennis) won Women’s single title at Porsche Tennis Grand Prix 2021 

➢ Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) won the 2021 Portuguese Grand Prix 

➢ Sri Lanka all-rounder Thisara Perera announced his retirement from international cricket 

➢ In Snooker, Mark Selby became the World Champion for the fourth time 

➢ The former Sri Lanka cricketer and coach Nuwan Zoysa was banned from all cricket for six years by the 

International Cricket Council (ICC). 

➢ The All India Chess Federation launched the ''Checkmate Covid Initiative' to help the chess community affected 

by the pandemic 

➢ As public concerns mount over holding the Tokyo Olympics Games amidst COVID-19 pandemic, an online 

campaign called "Stop Tokyo Olympics" has gathered almost 200,000 signatures 

➢ Rafael Nadal has won the Sportsman of the Year award at the 2021 Laureus World Sports Award 

➢ Naomi Osaka has won the Sportswoman of the Year award at the 2021 Laureus World Sports Award 

➢ Bayern Munich football team won World Team of the Year award at the 2021 Laureus World Sports Award 

➢ Liverpool footballer Mo Salah received the Sporting Inspiration Award at the 2021 Laureus World Sports Award 

➢ Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton won Athlete Advocate of the Year at the 2021 Laureus World Sports 

Award 

➢ Billie Jean King won Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2021 Laureus World Sports Award 
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➢ UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres honored Indian UN Peacekeeping officer Yuvraj Singh, who died in line 

of duty in 2020, during the UN annual Memorial Service 2021 

➢ Lewis Hamilton won the 2021 Spanish Grand Prix 2021 

➢ In tennis, Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus, defeated world number one Ashleigh Barty of Australia to win the 2021 

Madrid Open women’s single title 

➢ The ICC Men’s Player of the Month for April 2021 was Pakistan skipper Babar Azam 

➢ The ICC Women’s Player of the Month for April 2021 was Alyssa Healy of Australia 

➢ Gujarat all-rounder Arzan Nagwaswalla has become the first cricketer after 50 Years from the Parsi community 

to be named in the Indian squad. Arzan Nagwaswalla is the first Parsi cricketer to break into the Indian men’s 

team since 1975 

➢ Manchester City were crowned Premier League champions for the third time in four seasons after Manchester 

United crashed to a 2-1 defeat against Leicester 

➢ Kusal Perera was named Sri Lanka’s ODI captain ahead of their three-match series against Bangladesh. 

➢ 2021 AIBA Men’s World Boxing Championships held in Belgrade, Serbia from 26 October – 6 November 2021 

➢ Women's World Rugby Tournament to be held in New Zealand in Oct 2022 

➢ Roman Khassanov, tennis player has been banned for 10 years after admitting a string of corruption charges by 

International Tennis Integrity Agency 

➢ Iga Swiatek won Women's Singles title of Italian Open 

➢ Rafael Nadal won Men’s Singles title of Italian Open 

➢ Kobe Bryant, the Los Angeles Lakers legend, was posthumously inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball 

Hall of Fame as a part of the Class of 2020 

➢ Mixed Martial Artist (MMA) Arjan Bhullar became the first Indian to win the ONE Heavyweight World Title at the 

Singapore Indoor Stadium 

➢ Barbora Strycova, a former top-ranked doubles player and Wimbledon singles semifinalist, has announced 

retirement from Tennis 

➢ Sri Lanka Cricket Chief Executive Ashely de Silva Informed Due to Covid - 19 the Asia Cup T20 that was scheduled 

to be held in June 2021 in Sri Lanka has been postponed indefinitely 

➢ Barcelona beat Chelsea 4-0 to win the Women's Champions League final 

➢ 2022 FIFA under-17 Women’s World Cup will be held in India from October 11 to 30, 2022 

➢ Max Verstappen won the 2021 Monaco Grand Prix 

➢ Manchester City boss Guardiola bags England's manager of the year award 

➢ Phil Mickelson won the PGA Championship by two shots over Brooks Koepka and South African Louis Oosthuizen 

➢ Atletico Madrid won the 2020-21 La Liga title 

➢ England and Ireland pacer Boyd Rankin, has announced his retirement from international cricket. 

➢ The Mohali International Hockey Stadium was renamed after the legendary Balbir Singh Sr on the occasion of his 

first death anniversary. 

➢ Germany’s World Cup-winner midfielder Sami Khedira announced his retirement. 

➢ 2021 ATP lyon open Title World No.5 Stefanos tsitsipas defeated Briton Cameron Norrie to win the Single Title. 

➢ Casper Ruud won the Men’s Single Title of the 2021 Geneva Open Tennis (18th edition) held in Tennis Club de 

Geneve, Geneva, Switzerland, from May 16, 2021, to May 22, 2021. 

➢ Representing Kansas State University, India’s Tejaswini Shankar won back-to-back men’s high jump titles in the 

Big 12 Outdoor Track and Field Championships in Manhattan, USA. 

➢ Chelsea beat Manchester City 1-0 in the 2020-21 UEFA Champions League final to win their 2nd title. 

➢ The 2021 ASBC Asian Boxing Championships, Indian pugilist Mary Kom, lost to two-time world champion Nazym 

Kyzaibay of Kazakhstan, to settle for silver medal. 
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Books and Authors 

➢ The book titled ‘The Bench’ authored by Meghan Markle to release in June 21. It will be published by Random 

House Children’s Books. 

➢ The book titled ‘Elephant in the womb’ authored by Kalki Koechlin and illustrated by Valeriya Polyanychko will 

be published this year by Penguin Random House India (PRHI) 

➢ The book titled “Sikkim: A History of Intrigue and Alliance”, written by Preet Mohan Singh Malik 

➢ The book titled “India and Asian Geopolitics: The Past, Present which has been authored by Indian diplomat 

Shivshankar Menon has been released 

➢ Bollywood actress & Television Director Neena Gupta’s Autobiography Titled 'Sach Kahun Toh is set to be 

Released On June 14, 2021.The Autobiography Can be Published by Penguin Random House India. The Book was 

written by Neena Gupta in 2020 during the lockdown 

➢ Aditya Gupta, a Delhi-based entrepreneur and mountaineer authored a book titled 7 Lessons from Everest 

Expedition Learnings from Life and Business. 

➢ A New book, titled “Savarkar: A contested Legacy (1924-1966), was authored byVikram Sampath. The book is 

Published by the Penguin Random House India. 

Summits and Conference 

➢ Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad represented India at the G-7 Digital and Technology Ministerial Meeting. 

Theme was ‘Building Back Better’ 

➢ The 5th session of Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) held virtually and was inaugurated by 

Rita Teaotia, Chairperson of FSSAI. 

➢ External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar conducted four-day visit to London to participate in meeting of foreign 

ministers of G7 countries 

➢ PM Narendra Modi held a virtual Summit with his British counterpart Boris Johnson. The comprehensive 

Roadmap 2030 launched during the Summit 

➢ Foreign and development ministers from the Group of Seven leading industrial nations participated in the 

meeting in London, which was their first face-to-face discussions in two years, with U.S. Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken holding talks with British host Dominic Raab 

➢ External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar and EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep 

Borrell have reaffirmed commitment to support Afghanistan in its path towards peace, security, self-reliance 

and prosperity 

➢ External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar held meeting with Home Secretary Priti Patel in London 

➢ External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar held meeting with his US counterpart Antony Blinken in London on the 

sidelines of G-7 Foreign Ministers' meeting 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the meeting of the European Council as a special invitee. The 

India-EU Leaders' Meeting was hosted by Prime Minister of Portugal António Costa 

➢ The first-ever India-France-Australia Trilateral Foreign Ministerial Dialogue held in London 

➢ India Participated in the 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3) - the global platform for discussing research and 

cooperation in the Arctic region On May 08th and 09th 2021. Theme of the conference was ‘Knowledge for a 

Sustainable Arctic’. 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3) jointly organised by Iceland and Japan 

➢ 4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue was held here virtually through video conferencing. Ajay Seth, Secretary 

Economic Affairs led the Indian delegation. 
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➢ 1st BRICS Employment Working Group (EWG) Meeting was held on 11-12 May 2021 in Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, 

New Delhi in virtual format. The Meeting Chaired by Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment 

➢ 51st edition of virtual Indian Handicrafts and Gift Fair, IHGF of Delhi was inaugurated 

➢ Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare chaired the opening session of the 33rd meeting of Health 

Ministers of Commonwealth countries through video conference where he mentioned about his moto: ‘“My 

motto has always been ‘Health for those without wealth’’ 

➢ Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan chairs 74th World Health Assembly. Director-General of the World 

Health Organization Dr Tedros was also present on the occasion 

Ranks and Indices 

➢ As per Brand Finance Insurance 100 report for 2021, Life Insurance Corporation is the 10th Most Valuable Indian 

Insurance Brand and 3rd Most Strongest Indian Insurance Brand. 

➢ S&P Global Ratings slashed India's GDP growth forecast for the current financial year to 9.8% for FY22 

➢ As per Knight Frank’s global prime property index, Bengaluru ranked at 40th position, New Delhi at 32nd and 

Mumbai at 36th . The Shenzhen ranked 1st 

➢ As per UN, India to grow at 10.1 per cent in 2022 

➢ As per Moody’s India’s gross domestic product (GDP) forecast for FY22 to 9.3 per cent 

➢ As EY's Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index, India is at 3rd position. The top spot was marked by the 

US 

➢ As per S&P Global Market Intelligence report, India is the second largest insurance technology market in the Asia 

Pacific. The list was topped by China 

➢ 2021 Forbes‘ list of the world’s highest-paid athletes, the former Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) and 

renowned mixed martial arts superstar Conor McGregor, has been ranked top position 

Agreements and MoUs 

➢ JSW Renew Energy, a wholly-owned subsidiary of JSW Future Energy signed agreement with Solar Energy 

Corporation of India (SECI) to sell 540 MW of the overall awarded capacity of 810 MW. 

➢ The National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) signed MoU Energy Efficiency Services Ltd (EESL) to promote 

efficient renewable technologies in the dairy industry 

➢ Oil and Gas PSUs, Indian Oil, BPCL, HPCL, ONGC and GAIL signed MoU with Shri Badrinath Utthan Charitable 

Trust for Construction and Redevelopment of Shri Badrinath Dham as a Spiritual Smart hill Town 

➢ GOI and European Investment Bank (EIB) signed the finance contract for second tranche of 150 million Euro for 

Pune Metro Rail project 

➢ Cipla has inked a pact with US-based Eli Lilly And Company to manufacture and produce baricitinib in the 

country for the treatment of COVID-19. 

➢ Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved signing of MoU between 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and Qatar Financial Centre Authority (QFCA). 

➢ SoftBank and OneWeb signed agreement to roll out satellite communication services 

➢ Tribal Affairs Ministry and Microsoft have signed a MoU for digital transformation of Tribal Schools such as 

Eklavya Model Residential Schools and Ashram Schools 

➢ Eli Lilly signed licensing agreement with Natco Pharma to further expedite the availability of baricitinib for 

COVID-19 patients in India 

➢ Johnson and Johnson has joined hands with Biological E Limited for the manufacturing of the COVID- 19 vaccine 
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➢ BDR Pharma stated it has inked a licensing pact with Eli Lilly And Company for the manufacturing and 

distribution of Baricitinib for the treatment of COVID-19 in India 

➢ India and Oman renew MoU on military cooperation 

➢ Cipla announced the commercialization of its RT-PCR test kit 'ViraGen' for COVID-19 in India in partnership with 

Ubio Biotechnology System 

➢ Dun & Bradstreet Information Services India signed MoU with BSE to create an ecosystem for promoting, aiding, 

and fostering the growth of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the country 

➢ The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister   Shri   Narendra   Modi   has   granted   ex-post facto approval 

to the Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) entered into by Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICoAl) 

and Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI) with various Foreign Countries/Organizations. 

➢ The World Health Organization (WHO) and Switzerland May 25, 2021 signed a Memorandum of 

➢ Understanding (MoU) to launch a BioHub facility for pathogen storage, sharing and analysis. 

Acquisitions and Mergers 

➢ The Tata group’s foray into the India’s growing e-grocery market has been sealed with the Competition 

Commission of India giving its nod to its $1 billion acquisition of BigBasket. 

➢ DCB Bank announced that it has acquired equity stake in two companies based at Gift City IFSC , Gandhinagar. 

➢ Motilal Oswal Private Equity picked up a minority stake in Fincare Small Finance Bank through a secondary 

acquisition worth around Rs 185 crore (USD 25 million). 

➢ Carlyle Group divested 4 per cent stake in SBI Life Insurance Rs 3,900 crore through an open market transaction 

➢ Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPP Investments) invested Rs 1005 crore for additional 15.9% stake in 

IndInfravit Trust 

➢ Bay Tree India Holdings I LLC has sold over 2 percent stake in YES Bank 

➢ Groww to acquire Indiabulls MF for Rs 175 crore 

➢ The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) raised its stake to 5.06% in state-run Union Bank of India with 

acquisition of nearly 2% additional stake in the bank. 

➢ Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved an internal restructure of Motherson Group that has been 

granted. 

Appointments 
 

Name of the Person Appointed as Key Points 

Wayne Burgess Head of Vehicle Design of Ola Electric  

T Rabi Sankar Fourth deputy governor of the 

central bank. 

Sankar fills the vacancy created by the 

retirement of BP Kanungo 

Tripurari Sharan Chief Secretary of Bihar The post of Chief Secretary was lying 

vacant following death of Arun Kumar 

Singh who passed away due to COVID 

complications. 
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Harsha Bangari Managing Director in Export-Import 

Bank of India. 

 

Raman Meenakshi Sundaram Director of Indian Institute of Rice 

Research (IIRR) 

 

Mamata Banerjee Chief Minister of West Bengal for the 

third consecutive term. 

 

Peshotan Dastoor Group President and Head of Sales of 

UTI Mutual Fund 

 

N Balachandar chief human resources officer (CHRO) 

of Ola Electric 

 

Gagandeep Singh Bedi Commissioner of Greater Chennai 

Corporation 

Replaced G Prakash 

K Pitchandi Pro-tem Speaker of the Tamilnadu 

state legislative assembly 

 

Dr. V Irai Anbu Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu  

Jose J Kattoor Executive Director (ED) of RBI  

Arun Kumar Singh Chairman and Managing Director 

(CMD) of Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Limited (BPCL) 

 

Padmakumar M Nair Chief executive of National Asset 

Reconstruction Company (NARCL) 

 

Rajeev Ranjan Chief Operating Officer (COO) of 

McDonald's India- North & East 

 

Rajeev Goel Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of 

McDonald's India- North & East 

 

Sudhir Sitapati Managing director and chief 

executive officer of Godrej Consumer 

Products (GCPL) 

 

Manisha Kapoor vice-president of International 

Council for Advertising Self- 

Regulation (ICAS) 
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Satoshi Uchida Head of Suzuki Motorcycle India Pvt 

Ltd (SMIPL) 

Uchida has succeeded Koichiro Hirao 

Rajesh Agrawal London's Deputy Mayor for Business  

Ramesh Powar India women's cricket team head 

coach 

 

Neera Tanden Director of the White House Office of 

Management 

 

Gunjan Shah Chief Executive Officer of Footwear 

major Bata India Limited 

He takes over from Sandeep Kataria 

Meghna Hareendran 'Wellness Officer' of Tech Mahindra  

Toru Saito President & CEO of Mitsubishi 

Mahindra Agricultural Machinery Co 

Ltd, Japan (MAM) 

 

Abhay Tewari Managing Director and Chief 

Executive Officer of Star Union Dai-

ichi Life Insurance Company Ltd (SUD 

LIFE) 

 

Reema Jain Chief Digital Officer of Vodafone Idea 

Ltd (VIL) 

 

Arvind Kumar Managing director of Chennai 

Petroleum Corporation Ltd 

 

Moeed Yusuf National Security Adviser (NSA) of 

Pakistan 

 

Martha Karambu Koome Chief Justice of the Republic of Kenya  

Sonali Malaviya Managing Director of Essence  

Anvee Bhutani Oxford Student Union President  

S L Jain MD & CEO of Indian Bank Succeeds Padmaja Chunduru 

MB Rajesh New speaker of Kerala assembly  

Subodh Kumar Jaiswal Director of the Central Bureau of 

Investigation 

 

Balakrishna Alse S Additional Director (Non- Executive, 

Independent) of Karnataka Bank 
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Andy Jassy Amazon’s CEO  

David Barnea Israel’s Next Mossad Chief  

Kuldiep Singh Director-General of the National 

Investigation Agency (NIA) 

Replace Y C Modi 

B V R Subrahmanyam Commerce Secretary Will succeed Commerce Secretary Anup 

Wadhawan 

Laurence des Cars First female President of Louvre 

Museum 

 

Harmohan Sahni chief executive officer (CEO) of 

Raymond Ltd realty business. 

 

Jagjit Pavadia President of the International 

Narcotics Control Board (NCB) 

 

Christine Wormuth first female Army secretary  

Awards 
 

Name of the Person Award/ Honour 

Singer Pink Icon Award at the 2021 Billboard Music Awards (BBMAs) 

Maria Ressa 2021 laureate of the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press 

Freedom Prize 

Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank (KVGB) Five top awards under various campaigns held for enrollment of 

Atal Pension Yojana (APY) from Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority 

(PFRDA). 

Rafael Nadal Sportsman of the Year award at the 2021 Laureus 

World Sports Awards 

Naomi Osaka Sportswoman of the Year award 

Singer-songwriter Taylor Swift Global icon honour at 2021 Brit Awards 



 

61 

Classical musician Pandit Rajeev Taranath Basavashree award for 2019 

Space scientist Dr K Kasturirangan Basavashree award for 2020 

Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank International Invincible Gold Medal of this year 

Nuklu Phom WhitleyAwards / Green Oscar 2021 

Dr. Jane Goodall 2021 Templeton Prize 

London Manchester City's Pep Guardiola England's manager of the year award 

Dr D Nageshwar Reddy Rudolf V Schindler Award 

Hockey India Etienne Glichitch Award 

Kerala Infrastructure and Technology for Education (KITE) Social Media for Empowerment Awards South Asia (SM4E) 

Award 

Prof CNR Rao Eni Award 2020 

SpiceHealth Gold Stevie Award 2021 

Robert Lewandowski European Golden Boot 

 

Important Days and Themes 
 

Date Day Theme 

1st May International Day of Workers or International 

Labour Day 

Maintaining safety and security at the 

workplace 

1st May Statehood Day of Maharashtra and Gujarat  

2nd May World Tuna Day  

First Sunday of May (2nd 

May) 

World Laughter Day  

3rd May World Press Freedom Day Information as a Public Good 

4th May International Firefighters' Day  

4th May Coal Miners Day  

First Tuesday of May (5th 

May) 

World Asthma Day Uncovering Asthma Misconceptions 
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5th May International Midwife Day Follow the data: Invest in Midwives 

5th May World Hand Hygiene Day Seconds Save Lives: Clean Your Hands’ 

6th May International No Diet Day  

7th May World Athletics Day  

7th May Birth anniversary of India's first Nobel laureate 

Rabindranath Tagor 

 

7th May 61st Raising Day of BRO  

8th May World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day Together we are #unstoppable! 

8th May World Thalassemia Dayi Addressing Health Inequalities  Across the 

Global Thalassaemia Community 

Second Sunday of May 

(9th May) 

Mother's Day  

11th May National Technology Day Science and Technology for a Sustainable 

Future 

12th May International Nurses Day Nurses: A Voice to Lead - A vision for future 

healthcare. 

15th May International Day of Families Families and New Technologies 

15th May (third Saturday of 

May) 

Armed Forces Day.  

16th May International Day of Light  

16th May International Day of Families 'Families and new technologies’ 

16th May National Dengue Day  

16th May 45th State Day of Sikkim  

17th May World Telecommunication and Information 

Society Day 

Accelerating digital transformation in 

challenging times 

17th May World Hypertension Day Measure Your Blood Pressure Accurately, 

Control It, Live Longer 

18th May International Museum Day 'The Future of Museums – Recover and 

Reimagine 

19th May World AIDS Vaccine Day Global Solidarity 
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20th May World Bee Day Bee Engaged Build Back Better for Bees 

20th May World Metrology Day Measurement for Health 

21st May Anti-Terrorism Day  

21st May (third Friday in 

May) 

National Endangered Species Day Wildlife without Borders 

21st May International Tea Day  

21st May World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue 

and Development 

 

22nd May International Day for Biological Diversity We're part of the solution". 

23rd May World Turtle Day Turtles Rock! 

23rd May International Day to End Obstetric Fistula Women's rights are human rights! End fistula 

now! 

25th May National Missing Children's Day Bringing Our Missing Children Home 

May 25 World Thyroid Day Mother-Baby-Iodine: The Importance of Iodine 

on the Woman and her Baby 

May 28 Menstrual Hygiene Day Action and Investment in Menstrual Hygiene 

and Health 

May 28 International Day of Action for Women's 

Health 

2021 Call for Action 

May 28 World Hunger Day  

May 28 Amnesty International Day  

May 29 International Day of United Nations 

Peacekeepers 

The road to a lasting peace: Leveraging the 

power of youth for peace and security 

May 29 International Everest Day  

May 29 World Digestive Health Day Obesity: An Ongoing Pandemic 

May 31 World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) Commit to Quit 

May 25-31 International Week of Solidarity with the 

Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories 
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Obituaries 

Name of the person Field Place 

Rohit Sardana TV journalist and anchor Kurushektra, Haryana 

Soli Sorabjee Former Attorney General of India and 

renowned jurist 

Mumbai 

Dr Joginder Dayal Communist Party of India's veteran 

leader 

 

Devabrata Chaudhuri Sitar maestro Pandit Bangladesh 

Bikramjeet Kanwarpal Actor Himachal Pradesh 

Chandro Tomar ‘Shooter Dadi’ Uttar Pradesh 

Manas Bihari Verma Indian aeronautical scientist  

Jagmohan Former Union Minister and Former 

Governor of Jammu and Kashmir 

 

Chaudhary Ajit Singh former Union minister and chief of the 

Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) 

Meerut, Uttar Pradesh 

V Kalyanam Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi's 

former personal secretary 

 

Raghunath Mohapatra Rajya Sabha MP and renowned Sculptor Odisha 

Maharaj Krishan Kaushik Hockey Player New Delhi 

Ravinder Pal Singh Hockey Player Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh 

Abhilasha Patil Actress Mumbai 

Lalti Ram Freedom fighter and veteran of the 

erstwhile Indian National Army (INA) 

 

KR Gouri Amma Senior most communist leader of Kerala Kerala 

Anup Bhattacharya Freedom fighter and Swadhin Bangla 

Betar Kendra musician 

Bangladesh 

Homen Borgohain Writer, veteran journalist Assam 
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Rahothaman Former Director of Central Bureau of 

Investigation 

Chennai 

Smarajit Jana Epidemiologist  

Indu Jain Times Group chairperson Uttar Pradesh 

Rajeev Satav Rajya Sabha MP and the senior Congress 

leader   

 Maharashtra 

MS Narasimhan Famous mathematician Professor Tamilnadu 

Sunil Jain Journalist New Delhi 

Nandivada Rathnasree Notable astronomy communicator and 

director of the Nehru Planetarium 

 

Rajendrasinh Jadeja Former Saurashtra pacer and BCCI 

match referee 

Gujarat 

Dr KK Aggarwal Former President of the Indian Medical 

Association & Renowned cardiologist 

 

Ki. Rajanarayanan Tamil writer & Folklorist Tamilnadu 

Chaman Lal Gupta former Union Minister and Veteran 

leader of Bharatiya Janata Party 

Jammu and Kashmir 

Jagannath Pahadia Congress leader and former Rajasthan 

chief minister 

Rajasthan 

Sunderlal Bahuguna Environmentalist and Gandhian activist Uttarakhand 

Srikumar Banerjee Former chairman of the Atomic Energy 

Commission 

West Bengal 

Raam Laxman Music director Andhra Pradesh 

Jyoti Krishnan Dutt Former NSG director-general  

O P Bhardwaj India’s first Dronacharya awardee coach 

in boxing 

Pakistan 

Yuan Longping Chinese agriculture scientist China 

HS Doreswamy Eminent Gandhian and freedom fighter Bangalore 

Eric Carle children’s author and illustrator New York, United States 
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M. Anandakrishnan Former Vice Chancellor of Anna 

University and Prominent educationist 

 

Poul Schluter Former Long time Danish Prime Minister  

 

Nation and states miscellaneous: 

National: 

➢ As a special dispensation, the Centre has released in advance over Rs 8873 crore for State Disaster 

➢ Response Fund (SDRF) to all the States. 

➢ On the occasion of the 151st birth anniversary of the father of Indian cinema, Dadasaheb Phalke, the National 

Film Archive of India (NFAI) has published a rich treasure of audio recordings in the public domain. 

➢ In homage to the legendary filmmaker, the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting will organize year- long 

centenary celebrations of late Satyajit Ray across India and abroad 

➢ The Finance Ministry has decided to provide an additional amount of upto 15 thousand crore rupees to States as 

interest free 50 year loan for spending on capital projects 

➢ Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has said that the target of foodgrains production for 2021-22 is 307 

million tonnes. 

➢ Uber unveiled Rs 18.5 crore (USD 2.5 million) initiative to get 150,000 drivers on its platform vaccinated over the 

next six months 

➢ Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated India’s first 3D printed house at IIT, Madras. It is 

designed, developed, and realised by Tvasta's indigenous 'Concrete 3D Printing' Technology. 

➢ Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari announced that GOI has set a target of road construction 

of worth 15 lakh crore rupees in next two years 

➢ GOI issued guidelines for ‘Production Linked Incentive Scheme for the Food Processing Industry (PLISFPI). Union 

Minister of Food Processing Industry Narendra Singh Tomar also launched an online portal for the PLISFPI 

➢ GOI said that a vial for Remdesivir injection by the name 'COVIPRI' is fake 

➢ Serum Institute of India (SII) endorsed the government statement that 100 per cent advance of Rs 1,732.50 

crore has been released to the company on April 28 for 11 crore doses of the Covishield vaccine for May, June 

and July 

➢ GOI announced that 65% more wheat has been procured during the current Rabi Marketing Season in 

comparison to the corresponding period last year. 

➢ GOI said that 28 States and Union Territories have started lifting food grains from Food Corporation of India 

depots for free distribution of food grains to the poor under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

➢ Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan remotely flagged off the first supply of UCO (Used 

Cooking Oil) based Biodiesel blended Diesel from Indian Oil’s Tikrikalan Terminal, Delhi 

➢ Ministry of Ayush and the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports have tapped into the spirit of International Day of 

Yoga to encourage the public to pursue Yoga as a daily routine for good health and well-being 

➢ GOI gave permissions to Telecom Service Providers for conducting trials for use and applications of 5G 

technology. The applicants include Bharti Airtel Limited, Reliance JioInfocomm Limited, Vodafone Idea Limited 

and MTNL 

➢ L&T delivered 22 oxygen generators to various hospitals across India. 

➢ Serum Institute of India is set to invest in facilities in Britain and could even manufacture inoculations in the UK 

in future. 



 

67 

➢ Bajaj Healthcare announced the launch of its antiviral Favipiravir tablets under the brand name 'Favijaj' used for 

the treatment of mild to moderate COVID-19 infections in the country 

➢ Ministry of Tourism’s Dekho Apna Desh Webinar series held its 86th webinar titled Mountains to Mangroves: A 

Journey of 1000 Kilometers. The DekhoApnaDesh Webinar Series is presented in technical partnership with the 

National e-Governance Department, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

➢ Section 142 of the Social Security Code, 2020 has been notified by the  Ministry of  Labour and 

➢ Employment covering applicability of Aadhar. The notification of section will enable the Ministry of Labour and 

Employment to collect Aadhaar details for the database of beneficiaries under various social security schemes 

➢ Ministry of Civil Aviation has granted conditional exemption from Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2021 

to 20 entities to conduct Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) experimental flights of drones. 

➢ Indian Railways delivered 2511 MT of liquid medical oxygen in 161 tankers to various states across the Indian 

states 

➢ Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave its approval for allocation of additional food grains to all 

beneficiaries of National Food Security Act for two additional months of May and June this year. The 

announcement towards allocation of additional foodgrain under the third phase of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Anna Yojana for another period of 2 months was made by the Centre last month 

➢ Finance Ministry released the second monthly instalment of Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grant of 

➢ Rs 9,871 crore for 2021-22 to 17 States 

➢ Paytm launched 'COVID-19 Vaccine Finder' - a platform to help citizens check the availability of vaccination slots 

- on its Mini App store 

➢ Union Cabinet has approved the signing of an MoU on Migration and Mobility Partnership between India and UK 

➢ Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has launched a new mobile application for psycho social wellness 

of students and parents. The name of app is CBSE Dost for Life 

➢ The Press Information Bureau (PIB) organized a workplace vaccination drive in the National Media Centre, New 

Delhi. 

➢ Ayush Ministry launched campaign to distribute its proven poly herbal Ayurvedic drugs AYUSH 64 and Sidha drug 

Kabasura Kudineer to fight COVID-19 

➢ Minister of State for Finance Anurag Thakur has claimed 1.5 lakh doses of Sputnik V have previously reached 

India and Russian Direct Financial commitment Fund has also tied up with regional Indian companies for bulk 

manufacturing. 

➢ Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has donated Rs 1.5 crore from his Members of Parliament Local 

Area Development Scheme (MPLAD) fund for the purchase of medical equipment in his Lok Sabha Constituency 

Haridwar to fight the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic 

➢ GigIndia to provide Rs 3 lakh insurance to its workers 

➢ Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (Inmas) (Lab of DRDO) in collaboration with Dr Reddy’s 

Laboratories, Hyderabad, developed an anti-Covid-19 therapeutic application of the drug 2- deoxy-D- glucose (2-

DG). It got approval from DCGI 

➢ Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) installed oxygen generation plants at its two hospitals in the Delhi 

NCR area 

➢ The VINCOV-19 Novel antibody engineered product to treat COVID-19 cleared for clinical trials. It is a 

collaborative effort of the University of Hyderabad (UoH), CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CSIR-

CCMB) and Vins Bioproducts Ltd 

➢ National Horticulture Board (NHB) has cleared record 1,278 pending subsidy applications for integrated 

development of hi-tech commercial horticulture including promotion of post-harvest. 
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➢ More than 1 lakh metric tonnes of food grains were distributed to over 2 crore beneficiaries under Pradhan 

Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

➢ Supreme Court formed a 12-member task force to ensure medical oxygen is delivered throughout the country in 

a streamlined manner. The task force will be headed by Justice DY Chandrachud 

➢ Foreign Secretary Harsh V Shringla welcomed new US Charge d'Affaires Ambassador Daniel B Smith. He also 

conveyed appreciation for USA's solidarity and assistance in dealing with the current COVID pandemic situation. 

➢ Ola foundation partnered with donation platform GiveIndia to provide consumers with oxygen concentrators 

amid the deadly second wave of the Covid pandemic 

➢ With an aim to provide the best possible healthcare to every child born in India, LifeCell has introduced the first-

of-its-kind diagnostic test called Omega Score 

➢ Indian Railways have delivered nearly 5,735 tonne of oxygen in over 390 tankers to various states 

➢ PM CARES Fund has approved procurement of 1,50,000 units of Oxycare System developed by the DRDO at a 

cost of Rs 322.5 crores 

➢ Union Cabinet gave nod or PLI Scheme in the field of advanced chemistry ell battery storage. Union Cabinet 

approved an Rs 18,100-crore plan to incentivize battery makers to manufacture locally as it looks to cut import 

dependence while giving a boost to electric vehicle (EV) adoption 

➢ Centre approved transfer of 1500 square metres of land belonging to Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) at 

Mussoorie to the State Government of Uttarakhand for their infrastructure project, namely, 'Aerial Passenger 

Ropeway System' between Dehradun and Mussoorie 

➢ Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana launched an official mobile application for Journalists to cover proceedings of 

the apex court. The name of the app is ‘Indicative Notes’ 

➢ As per Ministry of Finance, the residential project - 'Rivali Park', situated in suburban Mumbai, was the first 

housing project in the country to have received funding under the government's SWAMIH Fund, managed by the 

SBICap ventures. The SWAMIH completed its first residential project 

➢ GoAir has rebranded itself as Go First 

➢ Blue Dart, a leading express logistics service provider, said it formed Blue Dart Med-Express Consortium with a 

mission of revolutionizing the delivery of vaccines and emergency medical supplies to the remotest parts of 

India using drones. 

➢ Reliance announces free talk time offer for JioPhone users during Covid pandemic 

➢ As per TRAI, Reliance Jio topped the 4G speed chart with a data download rate of 20.1MBbps, while Vodafone 

was ahead of others in upload speed at 6.7 Mbps in April 

➢ NITI Aayog setup CovidAid portal for real time monitoring of relief 

➢ National Gallery of Modern Art will start a month long online summer workshop- NAIMISHA 2021 to provide a 

platform to create and engage with the arts. 

➢ Indian Railways commissions Wi-Fi at 6,000 Railway stations in five years 

➢ MyGov   has launched the Innovation Challenge to  create an app that will enable individuals to learn simple 

sentences of any Indian language and acquire working knowledge of a language 

➢ Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launched the first batch of drug 2-

deoxy-D-glucose drug to treat Covid-19 patients 

➢ GOI has decided allocate free-of-cost food grains @ 5 Kg per person per month to nearly 80 Crore beneficiaries 

covered under National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) over and above NFSA foodgrains for next two months 

i.e. May and June 2021 on the same pattern as the earlier “Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

➢ GOI reported that 24% more wheat procured during current Rabi Marketing Season 2021-22 compared to last 

year 

➢ Indian Council of Medical Research, ICMR has approved CoviSelf kit for the purpose of home testing 
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➢ Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Jio Infocomm will be constructing the largest international submarine cable system 

centred on India 

➢ Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched the project of setting up of a honey testing laboratory at the 

Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa, and New Delhi 

➢ Gov revises subsidy on export of sugar for sugar season 2020-21 from Rs 6000 too Rs 4000 per metric tonne. In 

view of the increase in international prices of sugar, the government has reviewed the subsidy on the export of 

sugar for sugar season 2020-21 and revised it from Rs 6000 to Rs 4000 per metric tonne 

➢ Doordarshan (DD) is going to set up a new international channel, DD International, on the lines of BBC 

➢ World to present India’s point of view to the world in wake of the rising negative coverage of India’s COVID-19 

crisis in foreign media 

➢ Rural Advancement Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched Nationwide Cellular Checking 

➢ Application, NMMS app and Space officer checking Application via Movie-Conferencing 

➢ Hero Group has announced the launch of Hero Vired, a new edtech company 

➢ Motor India launched a platform for free online medical consultation with doctors for its customers as part of its 

COVID-19 relief initiatives 

➢ Cyclone Tauktae hit Gujarat, Kerala, Maharashtra, Daman & Diu 

➢ Ministry of Ayush is organizing various activities in the run up to the International Day of Yoga, 2021. One among 

these is a series of five webinars that the Ministry is organizing under the broad theme of “Be with Yoga, Be at 

Home 

➢ External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar met UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres in New York and discussed 

the COVID challenge, underlining the importance of finding urgent and effective global vaccine solutions. 

➢ Union Minister of state (IC) for Ayush Shri Kiren Rijiju will launch the Ayush Clinical Case Repository (ACCR) 

portal and the third version of Ayush Sanjivani App in a virtual event. 

➢ As the country is fighting with COVID19, members of the Transgender community have been critically affected 

by the pandemic majorly because of serious disruption of livelihoods. 

➢ The Indian Institute of Technology in Punjab's Ropar stated that the institute along with Australia based Monash 

University has developed a unique detector named ‘FakeBuster’ to detect imposters attending a virtual 

conference without anybody’s knowledge. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a number of welfare measures for children who lost their parents to 

COVID-19, including ensuring a corpus of Rs 10 lakh when they turn 18 and providing for their education. 

➢ The government launched YUVA — Prime Minister’s Scheme for Mentoring Young Authors, an author 

mentorship programme to train 75 selected young and budding authors (below 30 years of age) with an aim to 

promote reading and writing. 

➢ The Centre announced some measures to financially help families who lost earning members to the corona virus 

disease (Covid-19). 

➢ The GST Council, which is headed by the Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and comprises 

representatives of all states and union territories, exempted levy of I-GST on import of Amphotericin-B, which is 

used for the treatment of black fungus. 

➢ The Centre issued an advisory for private television channels, asking them to help the government spread 

awareness about the corona virus disease (Covid-19) pandemic by displaying four national level helpline 

numbers. 

 

States  



 

70 

➢ Madhya Pradesh government transferred Rs 61 crore into the accounts of over 6.10 lakh street vendors through 

DBT. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh government launched Corona Warriors Scheme to take the responsibility of family members of 

health workers who lost their lives while on Corona duty. 

➢ In Kerala, Left Democratic Front (LDA) has retained power for the second consecutive term. 

➢ In Assam, BJP-led NDA has retained power for the second consecutive term 

➢ In West Bengal, ruling Trinamool Congress has retained power for the third term in a row but Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee lost her own Nandigram seat 

➢ In Union Territory of Puducherry, National Democratic Alliance captured 11 seats and Secular Democratic 

Alliance won in 5 seats. In the NDA Alliance BJP won 3 seats. 

➢ In Tamil Nadu, after a decade in opposition, the DMK won a convincing victory over arch-rival AIADMK 

➢ In Jammu and Kashmir, District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), Srinagar, launched a 24×7 dedicated 

Helpline at Covid-19 War Control Room to provide real time Covid-19 facilities to the people 

➢ In Jammu and Kashmir, 1200 litre per minute, LPM Oxygen Generation Plant was commissioned at the old block 

of Govt. Hospital, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu 

➢ Himachal Pradesh to provide over two lakh tap water connections across the State to achieve Har Ghar Jal target 

by July next year. 

➢ COVID-19 pandemic has provided an Assam-based trust the opportunity to focus on a near forgotten form of 

string puppetry called Putola Nach. The UNICEF-Assam, the Anamika Ray Memorial Trust (ARMT) has produced 

three short videos using string puppetry for creating mass awareness on COVID appropriate behaviour 

➢ Madhya Pradesh government transferred Rs 379 crore into the accounts of 16 thousand 844 

➢ beneficiaries under the Mukhyamantri Jan-Kalyan Sambal scheme 

➢ Nation’s first 'Drive in Vaccination Center' was inaugurated by MP Rahul Shewale in Mumbai. 

➢ Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced that all ration card holders in the National Capital will be given 

free ration for the next 2 months. It will benefit nearly 72 lakh ration card holders in Delhi 

➢ Haryana Government has launched Ayurvedic telemedicine facility for Corona patient. Under the scheme any 

patient can consult the Ayurvedic Doctors on phone by dialling 1075 

➢ Gujarat Unit of Ayurveda Vyaspeeth has launched an “Ayurvedic Doctors on Call” service to serve the Covid 

patients in the state. Under this, 170 Ayurvedic doctors will give free Ayurvedic consultations to the Covid 

patients on phone calls 

➢ Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched dedicated COVID-19 Helpline 'Mukhyamantri Sewa 

Sanklap Helpline 1100' for facilitating the people regarding COVID related issues in Shimla. The callers can call on 

toll free number 1100 from 7 am to 10 pm for seeking help regarding COVID related issues 

➢ Italian Ambassador to India Vincenzo de Luca switched on an oxygen plant at ITBP Referral Hospital at Greater 

Noida 

➢ Kerala to provide about 30 lakh new tap water connections in the current financial year under Jal Jeevan 

Mission. 

➢ All MLAs in Gujarat will have to allot a minimum of 50 lakh rupees compulsorily from their local area 

development fund to upgrade facilities at hospitals 

➢ In Andhra Pradesh, many patients suffering from COVID-19 have started practicing PRANAYAMA, to have natural 

oxygen. The 850 patients staying in Patrunivalasa COVID Care Centre, at Srikakulam are practicing yoga to 

improve their health 

➢ The 150 Covid Care Centre established to treat COVID positive patients of Khurda District by Indian Navy at its 

ab-initio Training Establishment, INS Chilka under the aegis of Naval Officer -in- Charge (Odisha) was inaugurated 

by Mr SK Mohanty, District Collector, Khurda District. 
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➢ Himachal Pradesh chief minister Jai Ram Thakur inaugurated pressure swing adsorption oxygen plants at Dr 

Radhakrishnan Government Medical College in Hamirpur and Jawahar Lal Nehru Government Medical College in 

Chamba 

➢ UT Ladakh received Four Critical Care Life Support Ambulances from National Highways and Infrastructure 

Development Corporation (NHIDCL) 

➢ Puducherry became ‘Har Ghar Jal’ UT by ensuring that every rural home in the Union Territory gets a household 

tap connection. 

➢ Gov. of Maharashtra to offer free treatment   to the Patients of Mucormycosis under the Mahatma Jyotiba Phule 

Jan Arogya Yojana 

➢ Supreme Court has appreciated the ‘Mumbai Model’ and asked Delhi and the Centre to take a look at it so that 

no one in Delhi suffers oxygen shortage 

➢ In Assam, Aahaar, a free meal distribution initiative with the motto of combating hunger- feeding future is 

successful hearts in Guwahati metropolis. The initiative is being taken up by an NGO- Care U 365 with the 

purpose to offer wholesome meals to roadside dwellers and their service is being acquired by the needy via 

their meals van. 

➢ Himachal Pradesh Government will provide free treatment to COVID patients under Himcare and 

➢ Ayushman Bharat schemes in registered private hospitals 

➢ Black fungal infection’ treatment units with operation theatres (OTs) will be opened in Bhopal and Jabalpur in 

Madhya Pradesh 

➢ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin announced Rs 25 lakh compensation to the families of 43 medical 

professionals who died of Covid-19 while performing duty 

➢ Gujarat launched 'Maru Gam - Corona Mukt Gam' or My Village - Corona Free Village - campaign to check spread 

of Covid-19 in rural areas. 

➢ Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh announced the creation of a new district of Malerkotla carving the 

state’s only Muslim-majority town from Sangrur district 

➢ Himachal Pradesh, AYUSH Division launched a state-wide wellness programme ‘AYUSH Ghar Dwar’ for COVID-19 

sufferers, in Sloan district 

➢ Bihar launched 'HIT Covid App' to ensure regular monitoring and tracking of those Covid-19 patients, who are in 

home isolation across the state. HIT stands for home isolation tracking 

➢ Telangana to implement the Ayushman Bharat Scheme in the State. The state govt. signed MoU with the 

National Health Authority. 

➢ Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh announced a special development grant of Rs 10 lakh every 

village that achieves 100 per cent vaccination target under the State Government's 'Corona-Mukt Pind Abhiyan'. 

➢ Chief Minister of Manipur, N Biren Singh launched MOMA Market mobile application for home delivery of fresh 

vegetables 

➢ E-Sampark team provides tele-consultation to home isolation patients in Assam 

➢ Noida Traffic Police department has launched auto-rickshaw ambulances to provide additional support for 

Covid-19 patients in the city 

➢ Hindustan Unilever Limited has rolled out Mission HO2PE in Assam 

➢ Maharashtra government has launched the "Mission Oxygen Self-Reliance" scheme to meet the state's oxygen 

needs 

➢ Uttarakhand Chief Minister Tirath Singh Rawat has announced Chief Minister Vatsalya Yojana for orphaned 

children who have lost their parents due to Covid-19 

➢ Corona patients in Jharkhand can book hospital beds online through ‘Amrit Vahini’ App launched by CM Hemant 

Soren. 
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➢ Madhya Pradesh government announced the launch of Ankur, a scheme under which citizens will be awarded 

for planting trees during monsoon 

➢ Jharkhand becomes 1st rank for implement Smart City Mission schemes 

➢ A comprehensive portal on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities by companies in Karnataka, 

➢ `Akanksha,’ was launched by chief minister B S Yediyurappa in Bengaluru. 

➢ After a one-year wait, the Punjab Government finally announced to rename the Mohali International Hockey 

Stadium, Sector 63, after triple Olympian and Padma Shri Balbir Singh 

➢ The Uttar Pradesh government extended the Essential Services Maintenance Act in the state, banning strikes in 

all departments and corporations under it for a period of another six months. 

➢ Chief Minister N Biren Singh launched Manipur Home Isolation Management (MHIM) mobile application for 

home isolation patients at the Chief Minister’s Secretariat. 

➢ In Kerala, a portable oxygen cylinder has been introduced for use in the event of corona suffocation. 

➢ The implementation of promises made in the Left Democratic Front (LDF) manifesto, Kerala Chief Minister 

Pinarayi Vijayan mentioned a Secretary Level Committee will make the guidelines and recommendations for the 

implementation of Smart Kitchen by July 10. 

➢ Jal Shakti ministry stated that, The Centre has allocated Rs 5,117 crore to Madhya Pradesh under the Jal Jeevan 

Mission, a four-fold rise than last year, and released its first tranche of Rs 1,184 crore. 

➢ Chief Minister M.K. Stalin stated that, Children who have lost their parents to COVID-19 will be given Rs.5 lakh in 

assistance in the form of a fixed deposit, and the sum will be given to them with interest when they turn 18. 

➢ Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced the Mukhyamantri Sishu Sewa Achoni scheme which will 

provide relief to children who have lost their parents due to Covid-19. 

➢ The Uttar Pradesh government launched a welfare scheme for children who have either lost both of their 

parents to COVID-19 or the earning parent. 

➢ Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched a Special Scheme for financial assistance to families which have lost 

their only bread earner due to COVID pandemic. Under the scheme, called ‘Special Assistance Scheme for COVID 

Mortalities (SASCM)’, cash assistance of Rs 1000 per month shall be provided to the spouse and the eldest 

member of the family. 

➢ The National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) has developed a simple and fast method of 

swab collection and processing for the RT-PCR coronavirus test which could be used in rural and tribal areas. 
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