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                                                    Polity and Governance: 

Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 2021: 

Why in News? 

The third and final leg of the 11th edition of the Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 2021 took place from 14th – 28th 

February 2021 at Murshidabad, West Bengal. 

About Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav: 

• Rashtriya Sanstriki Mahostav is a flagship festival organised by the Ministry of Culture since November 2015. 

•  It involves the demonstration of folk and tribal art, dance, music, cuisines and culture of one state to other parts 

of the country to ensure ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ and provide platforms for artists and artisans.  

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 

• It was launched in 2015 to promote engagement amongst the people of different States/UTs so as to enhance 
mutual understanding and bonding between people of diverse cultures, thereby securing stronger unity and 
integrity of India. 

• It is an initiative of the Ministry of Education. 

• The broad objectives of the initiative are as follows: 
 
➢ To Celebrate the Unity in Diversity of our nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric of traditionally 

existing emotional bonds between the people, 
➢ To Promote the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement between all 

Indian states and Union Territories through a year-long planned engagement between states, 
➢ To Showcase the rich heritage and culture, customs and traditions of different states for enabling people 

to understand and appreciate the diversity that is India, thus fostering a sense of common identity, 
➢ To Establish long-term engagements, and 
➢ To create an environment which promotes learning between states by sharing best practices and 

experiences? 

• Every State and UT in the country would be paired with another State/UT for a time period, during which they 
would carry out a structured engagement with one another in the spheres of language, literature, cuisine, 
festivals, cultural events, tourism etc 

Zonal Cultural Centres 
• The centers aim to strengthen the ancient roots of Indian Culture and evolve and enrich composite National 

Culture. 
• There are seven Zonal Cultural Centres (ZCC) in India. 

 
➢ Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre Kolkata, North Central Zone Cultural Centre Allahabad, North east Zone 

Cultural centre Dimapur, North Zone Cultural centre Patiala, South Central Zone Cultural Centre Nagpur, 
South Zone Cultural Centre Thanjavur, West Zone Cultural Centre Udaipur 

• These ZCCs organize various cultural activities and programmes all over the country on a regular basis. 

• Other schemes of ZCCs - Award to Young Talented Artists, Guru Shishya Parampara, Theatre Rejuvenation, 
Shilpgram, Octave and National Cultural Exchange Programme (NCEP). 
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Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme 

Why in News? 

Government is planning to replace the Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP) with a new 

programme MERITE Project. 

About TEQIP project: 

• It was launched in 2002 by the Ministry of Education. World Banks is assisting in its implementation. 

• Aim: The TEQIP project aims to upscale the quality of technical education and enhance the capacities of 

technical institutions. 

Phases under the TEQIP project: 

Phase I: 

• TEQIP project was first launched in 2003. It was implemented in 13 States and covered 127 Institutions 

including 18 Centrally Funded Institutions. 

• It focussed on 

➢ Promotion of Academic Excellence 

➢ Networking of Institutions for quality enhancement and resource sharing 

➢ Enhancing quality and reach of services to Community and Economy. 

Phase II: 

• Phase II of the TEQIP project was launched in 2010. The coverage was widened to cover 23 States/Union 

Territories (UTs) and 191 Institutes. 

• It focussed on 

➢ Scaling up Post – Graduate education and demand-driven Research and Development innovation 

➢ Establishing Centres of Excellence for focussed applicable research 

➢ Training of faculty for effective teaching. 

Phase III: 

• It was started in 2017 and will be completed by 2021. It focussed on improving quality and equity in 

engineering institutions in seven low income, eight northeastern and three hilly States. 

• Under this phase, graduates from elite institutions such as NIT and IIT were recruited to teach in some of the 

poorest and most remote areas. They were paid salaries in accordance with the Seventh Pay Commission. 

What is the next step? 

• The Central Government is planning to replace the TEQIP project with a new programme called MERITE Project. 

• The MERITE project will have similar objectives to improve technical education. 

• However, the MERITE Project is still in the conceptual stage and has not yet received Cabinet approval. 

Neither States nor Centre is willing to commit continued funding of the TEQIP project. This may leave 1,200 assistant 

professors out of the job. Apart from that, it would also impact the rural colleges as they would be deprived of the 

faculty. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/technical-education-quality-improvement-programme
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Other Initiative to Improve Technical Education 

• Margadarshan and Margadarshak (AICTE). 

• Institutions of Eminence (IoE) scheme. 

• Technical Education in Mother Tongue has been proposed by the National Education Policy (NEP). 
 

➢ To achieve the objective that students may pursue the professional courses such as medicine, 
engineering, law, etc in their mother tongue. 

➢ It suggests teaching in regional language till class 8 and enabling teaching the curriculum in a language 
which a student is comfortable in. 

 

 

Rights of Overseas Citizens of India 

Why in News? 

Recently, the government has notified a consolidated list of rights of the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI). 

➢ The rights and restrictions are not new, they have been notified previously in 2005, 2007, and 2009. They 

were also mentioned in an OCI brochure published by the Ministry of Home Affairs in November 2019. 

Background to the Notification 

• In March 2019, the MHA clarified to the Karnataka High Court those students with OCI cards had “parity with 

Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and can lay claim only on the NRI quota seats based on the all-India tests”. 

• However on December 15, 2020, the High Court of Karnataka directed that students under the OCI category 

are to be considered as “citizens of India” for admission to professional courses and asked the State 

government to admit them to undergraduate professional courses, including engineering, medical, and dental, 

even under the government and institutional quotas, and not to restrict their admission only under the NRI 

quota. 

• The March 4 notification by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) said that OCI card holders will have parity with 

NRIs in the matter of “appearing for the all India entrance tests such as National Eligibility cum Entrance Test, 

Joint Entrance Examination (Mains), Joint Entrance Examination (Advanced) or such other tests to make them 

eligible for admission only against any Non-Resident Indian seat or any supernumerary seat. 

• However, MHA notification also provided that the OCI cardholder shall not be eligible for admission against any 

seat reserved exclusively for Indian citizens. 

• Thus, OCI students were treated at par with NRI students, but not with students who exclusively are “citizen of 

India”. 

About  Overseas Citizens of India cardholders: 

Constitutional Provisions 

• The Constitution deals with citizenship from Articles 5 to 11 under Part II. However, it contains neither any 

permanent nor any elaborate provisions in this regard. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rights-of-overseas-citizens-of-india
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• It only identifies the persons who became citizens of India on 26th January 1950 (i.e. when the Constitution 

commenced). 

• It empowers the Parliament to enact a law to provide for matters relating to citizenship. Accordingly, the 

Parliament has enacted the Citizenship Act, 1955, which has been recently amended in 2015. 

• The OCI scheme was introduced by The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2005 in response to demands for dual 

citizenship by the Indian diaspora. It provided to Overseas citizens many of the rights available to resident 

citizens. 

• Section 7A provides for Registration of Overseas Citizens of India. Government of India may register any person 

as Overseas Citizen of India (OCI), if – 

• Any person who is citizen of another country, but was a citizen of India at the time of, or at any time after, the 

commencement of the Constitution; or 

• Any person who is citizen of another country, but was eligible to become a citizen of India at the time of the 

commencement of the Constitution. 

• Any person who is citizen of another country, but belonged to a territory that became part of India after the 

15th day of August, 1947. 

• Any person who is a child or a grand-child of such a citizen. 

• a person, who is a minor child of a person mentioned above. 

• However, if the applicant had ever been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh, he/she will not be eligible to be 

registered as OCI. 

• The category was introduced by the government in 2005. The Government of India via Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, 2015 merged the Person of Indian Origin (PIO) category with OCI category in 2015. 

Benefits for OCIs 

• OCIs are entitled to a multipurpose, multiple entry, lifelong visa allowing them to visit India at any time, for any 

length of time and for any purpose. 

• At all Indian international airports, OCI cardholders are provided with special immigration counters. 

• They are exempted from police reporting for any length of stay in the country. 

• If an individual is registered as an OCI for a period of five years, he/she is eligible to apply for Indian citizenship. 

• OCI cardholders can open special bank accounts in India, buy the non-farm property and exercise ownership 

rights and can also apply for a Permanent Account Number (PAN) card. 

• They have also been granted all rights in the economic, financial and education fields in parity with NRIs except, 

the right to acquisition of agricultural or plantation properties. 

Which Rights are not enjoyed by OCI? 

• OCIs do not enjoy employment rights in Government of India services nor can they hold any constitutional office 

in the Government of India. 

• They need prior permission for undertaking mountaineering, missionary activities, research work and to visit 

restricted areas in India. 

• They cannot run for office of President or Vice-President of India. 

• They cannot be appointed as Judge of High Court or Supreme Court. 

• Cannot be registered as voter under Representation of People Act, 1951 

• Cannot become member of Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council. 

Key Highlights of new Notification: 
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Multiple Entries Lifelong Visa: 

• OCI cardholders will be entitled to get multiple entry lifelong visas for visiting India for any purpose. 

Prior Permission: 

• OCI cards would need prior permission for a set of activities that include research, journalism, mountaineering, 

missionary or Tablighi work, and visits to restricted areas. 

Parity with Non Resident Indians (NRIs): 

• OCI cardholders will enjoy parity with NRIs in adoption of children, appearing in competitive exams, purchase or 

sale of immovable property barring agricultural land and farmhouses, and pursuing professions such as doctors, 

lawyers, architects, and chartered accountants. 

Parity with Indian Nationals: 

• They have parity with Indian nationals in the matter of domestic air fares, entry fees to monuments and 
public places. 

Entrance Exams and Admissions: 

 

• OCIs can appear for all-India entrance tests such as National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET), Joint Entrance 

Examination (Mains), Joint Entrance Examination (Advanced) or such other tests to make them eligible for 

admission only against any NRI seat or any supernumerary seat. 

• The OCI cardholder shall not be eligible for admission against any seat reserved exclusively for Indian citizens. 

Other Economic, Financial and Educational fields: 

• In respect of all other economic, financial and educational fields not specified in the latest notification or the 

rights and privileges not covered by the notifications made by the Reserve Bank of India under the Foreign 

Exchange Management Act, 1999,  the OCI cardholder shall have the same rights and privileges as a foreigner. 

Exemption: 

• They are exempted from registration with the Foreigners’ Regional Registration Officer (FRRO) for any length of 

stay in India. 

• Foreigners visiting India who hold long-term visas (more than 180 days) are required to register their presence in 

India with the Foreigners’ Regional Registration Office (FRRO). 

Restrictions: 

• There will be no restriction in visiting religious places and attending normal religious activities like attending 

religious discourses. 

• However, preaching religious ideologies, making speeches in religious places, distribution of audio or visual 

display/pamphlets pertaining to religious ideologies, spreading conversion etc. will not be allowed. 

Challenges Faced by Nomadic Tribes 

Why in News? 
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In a written reply in Rajya Sabha, the Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment stated that a Development 

and Welfare Board for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities (DWBDNCs) was constituted for 

development and welfare of Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities in 2019. 

➢ The welfare board was constituted for a period of three years extendable upto 5 years. 

Abouit  Nomadic/ Denotified Tribes: 

• Amongst the most disadvantage communities in the country are the Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 

Communities (DNCs). These communities are hard to reach, less visible, and therefore frequently left out.  

• While most DNTs are spread across the Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Other Backward 

Classes (OBC) categories, some DNTs are not covered in any of the SC. ST or OBC categories. 

Challenges faced by Nomadic Tribes:: 

The Denotified Tribes are communities that were listed or notified as ‘born criminal ‘by the British under a number of 

laws. The term, ‘Denotified and Nomadic Tribes’, can be traced to the Criminal Tribes Act (CTA) of 1871. 

• The colonial government notified nearly 200 tribal communities to be hereditary criminals, cementing their 

societal identity as outcasts and subjecting them to constant harassment by the administration. 

• Forest laws that came into force from the mid-nineteenth century onwards deprived a large number of 

communities of their traditional rights of hunting and gathering. The new laws criminalised their very source of 

livelihood when it practiced. 

• These tribes remain socially and economically marginalised even now, depriving many of them of basic human 

rights. 

• The most pressing issue is of their identity. 

• Lack of Basic Infrastructure Facilities: Like drinking water, shelter, and sanitation facilities are not available to 

the communities. Healthcare and education facilities are also not available. 

• Bad Treatment by Local Administration: Due to the stigma of Criminals bestowed upon them in the past, they 

are still treated criminals and tortured by the local administration and police. 

• Lack of Social Security Cover: Since they are on move frequently, they do not have a permanent settlement. As 

a result, they lack social security cover and are not issued Ration Card, Aadhar Card, etc. and hence they are not 

getting benefits under the government welfare schemes. 

• The caste categorization is not very clear for these communities, in some states some of the communities are 

included under the SC category, in some other states they are included under OBCs. 

Project RE-HAB 

Why in News? 

A pilot project RE-HAB (Reducing Elephant-Human Attacks using Bees) has been launched in Karnataka which entails 

installing bee boxes along the periphery of the forest and the villages to mitigate human-elephant conflict. 

➢ Project REHAB (Reducing Elephant – Human Attacks using Bees), has been launched by Khadi and Village 

Industries Commission (KVIC).  

         About Project REHAB: 

• Under this project, bee boxes would get used as a fence to prevent the attack of elephants. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/project-re-hab
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• Aim: The aim is to create “bee-fences” to mitigate human– elephant conflicts in the country. It will reduce 

the loss of lives of both, humans and elephants. 

Where was it launched? 

• It was launched as a pilot project at four places. These places are located on the periphery of Nagarhole 

National Park in Karnataka. 

• Sub Mission: The project has gotten launched as a sub-mission of KVIC’s National Honey Mission. 

National Honey Mission: 
Launched by: Khadi and Village Industries Commission(KVIC) 
Aim: 

• To provide sustainable employment and income to rural and urban unemployed youth. 

• To conserve the honeybee habitat and tapping untapped natural resources. 

• Moreover, to promote beekeeping for increasing crop productivity and pollination services avenue for 
beekeepers and farmers. 

 
 

Government of NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 

Why in News? 

The Centre introduced the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in Lok Sabha. This 

has revived the dispute on the distribution of powers between the elected government and the Lieutenant Governor 

(L-G). 

Provisions of the Bill: 

• “Government" to mean "Lieutenant Governor (LG)": The expression 'Government' referred to in any law to be 

made by the Legislative Assembly shall mean the Lieutenant Governor (LG). 

• Widening of Discretionary Powers of LG: The Bill gives discretionary powers to the LG even in matters where 

the Legislative Assembly of Delhi is empowered to make laws. 

• Necessarily Granted an Opportunity to LG: It seeks to ensure that the LG is “necessarily granted an 

opportunity” to give her/his opinion before any decision taken by the Council of Ministers (or the Delhi Cabinet) 

is implemented. 

• Related to Administrative Decisions: The amendment also says that “Legislative Assembly shall not make any 

rule to enable itself to consider the matters of day-to-day administration of the Capital or conduct inquiries in 

relation to the administrative decisions”. 

Need of the Amendment: 

• For Structural Clarity: The Ministry of Home Affairs’ statement on “objects and reasons” of the Bill stated that 

Section 44 of the 1991 Act deals with conduct of business and there is no structural mechanism for effective 

time-bound implementation of the said section. 

➢ Also, there is no clarity as to what proposal or matters are required to be submitted to Lieutenant 

Governor before issuing order thereon. 

➢ Section 44 of the 1991 Act says that all executive actions of the LG, whether taken on the advice of his 

Ministers or otherwise shall be expressed to be taken in the name of the LG. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/government-of-nct-of-delhi-amendment-bill-2021
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Background of the Event: 

• In a 2018 verdict, a five-judge Constitution Bench of the SC had held that the L-G’s concurrence is not required. 

• This applies to issues other than police, public order and land. 

• It had added that decisions of the Council of Ministers would, however, have to be communicated to the L-G. 

• The Court observed the following: 

➢ Requiring prior concurrence of the L-G would absolutely negate the ideals of representative governance 

and democracy conceived for the NCT of Delhi in the Constitution. 

➢ The L-G was bound by the aid and advice of the council of ministers. 

➢ The status of the LG of Delhi is not that of a Governor of a State, rather s/he remains an Administrator, in 

a limited sense. 

➢ The elected government must keep in mind that Delhi is not a state. 

 

• Encouraged by the Supreme Court verdict, the elected government had stopped sending files on executive 

matters to the LG before the implementation of any decision. 

 

➢ It has been keeping the LG informed of all administrative developments, but not necessarily before 

implementing or executing any decision. 

➢ But the amendment, if cleared, will force the elected government to take LG's advice before taking any 

action on any cabinet decision. 

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991 

• Delhi’s current status as a Union Territory with a Legislative Assembly is an outcome of the 69th Amendment 
Act, 1991. It was through this that Articles 239AA and 239BB were introduced in the Constitution. 

• For all practical purposes, the GNCTD Act outlines - 
➢ the powers of the Assembly 
➢ the discretionary powers enjoyed by the L-G 
➢ the duties of the CM with respect to the need to furnish information to the L-G 

 
 

World Air Quality Report 2020 

Why in News? 

The World Air Quality Report, prepared by Swiss organisation IQAir, mentions that 22 of the top 30 most polluted 

cities globally are in India. 

About World Air Quality Report 

• It is released by a Swiss air quality technology company IQAir. 

• IQAir is an air quality technology company that since 1963 seeks to empower individuals, organizations and 

communities to breathe cleaner air through information, collaboration and technology solutions. 

• The 2020 Report is based on PM2.5 data from 106 countries that have been measured by ground-based 

monitoring stations. 

World Air Quality Report 2020: Key Findings 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-air-quality-report-2020
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• The World Air Quality Report includes data for 106 countries, up from 98 countries in 2019 and 69 countries in 

2018.  

• Only 1.6% of the cities of South Asia met the PM 2.5 target standardised by the World Health Organization.  

• 37 out of 40 most polluted cities belonged to South Asia 

• As per the report 13-22% deaths in South Asia are due to air pollution 

• 7.4% of GDP is lost in South Asia due to air pollution 

• The worst air quality experienced in South Asia is in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.  

• 32% cities in India average US AQI measurement of 'unhealthy' that is greater than 55.55 micrograms pollutants 

per metre cube in air quality 

• Delhi's air quality improved by almost 15 per cent from 2019 to 2020, in spite of which it is the 10th most 

polluted city in the world 

• India continues to feature prominently at the top of the most polluted cities ranking, with 22 of the top 30 most 

polluted cities globally 

• The top most polluted city is Xinjiang in China followed by nine Indian cities 

• Ghazaibad is the second most polluted city after Delhi in India 

• India has shown improvement in various cities with 63% reporting direct improvements over 2019 average 

counted.  

• The pollution levels still are following a downward trend from 2018 till now.  

• South East Asian and South Asian countries are still the most polluted ones in the world.  

• 49 out of 50 most polluted cities are shared by Bangladesh, India, China and Pakistan. 

• 7 million people die of air pollution annually out of which 6 lakh are children  

• The COVID 19 pandemic has resulted in a temporary reduction in fossil fuel burning which caused tremendous 

reduction in air pollution 

• 65% of the global cities experienced air quality improvements from 2019 while 84% countries saw improvement 

in their air quality overall 

What are the major sources of Air Pollution in Delhi? 

Major sources of India's air pollution include  

• Transportation 

• Biomass burning for cooking  

• Electricity generation 

• Industrialization  

• Construction  

• Waste burning  

• Episodic agricultural burning/ Jhoom farming 

• As per the report, the transportation sector is one of the major contributors to India's leading PM2.5 emission 

sources across cities. 

PM 2.5 

• It is an atmospheric particulate matter of diameter of fewer than 2.5 micrometres, which is around 3% the 
diameter of a human hair. 

• It causes respiratory problems and also reduces visibility. It is an endocrine disruptor that can affect insulin 
secretion and insulin sensitivity, thus contributing to diabetes. 

• It is very small and can only be detected with the help of an electron microscope. 
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• Some are emitted directly from a source, such as construction sites, unpaved roads, fields, smokestacks or fires. 

• Most particles form in the atmosphere as a result of complex reactions of chemicals such as sulfur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxides, which are pollutants emitted from power plants, industries and automobiles. 

 
 

Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Rajya Sabha passed the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020. The Bill was passed in 

the Lok Sabha in March 2020. 

➢ The Bill seeks to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971. 

About Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act 1971: 

• The Act defines the conditions on which the termination of pregnancy can be made, and the qualified 

persons to perform the same. The Act aims to reduce the maternal mortality ratio due to unsafe abortions in 

India. 

• The act allows a woman to terminate her pregnancy within the first 12 weeks of pregnancy. After consulting an 

RMP (registered medical practitioner) woman can terminate her pregnancy. 

• If the women want to terminate her pregnancy between 12-20 weeks, she needs to get an opinion from 2 

RMPs. The Medical practitioners have to ascertain that continuance of the pregnancy would risk the life of the 

pregnant woman or substantial risk (Physical or mental abnormalities) to the child if it is born. 

Need for the Amendment: 

• First, the present abortion law is five decades old. The law permits abortion up to a maximum foetal gestation 

period of 20 weeks only. This denies reproductive rights to women. (Abortion is one of the important aspects of 

women’s reproductive health). 

• Second, currently, if a woman wants to terminate the pregnancy beyond 20 weeks, she has to follow legal 

procedure. The slow judicial process in India force woman to take illegal means to terminate the 

pregnancy. India Journal of Medical Ethics report in 2015 mentioned unsafe abortions were leading to 10-13% of 

maternal deaths in India. This makes unsafe abortions as the third-highest cause of maternal death. 

• Third, the advancement of science. After the 20th week, many foetal abnormalities can be detected using 

techniques like Ultrasonography. As the current law limit the time to 20 weeks, it can cause trouble to the 

mother as well as children in the near future. Hence, its extension is much needed. 

• Fourth, International practice: 52 % of global countries including the UK, Ethiopia, Austria, Spain, Italy, France 

allow termination of pregnancy beyond 20 weeks if there are any foetal abnormalities. 23 countries including 

Germany, Canada, Vietnam allow termination of pregnancy at any time based on the request of the mother. 

Salient provisions of MTP Amendment Bill 2020: 

• First, the Bill extends the upper limit for permitting abortions from the current 20 weeks to 24 under special 

circumstances. This is applicable to a “special category of women”. Victims of abuse, rape survivors, the 

differently-abled, and minors fall under this category. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/medical-termination-of-pregnancy-amendment-bill-2020-1
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• Second, the Bill proposes the requirement of the opinion of one registered medical practitioner (RMP) for 

termination of pregnancy up to 20 weeks of gestation. 

• Third, the Bill provides for two RMPs opinions for termination of pregnancy between 20 and 24 weeks. 

• Fourth, Bill constitutes a Medical Board. Every state government has to constitute a medical board. These 

medical boards will diagnose pregnant women for substantial foetal abnormalities. If any such substantial foetal 

abnormalities get detected then the termination of pregnancy can be done even after 24 weeks of gestation (no 

upper limit for the termination of pregnency in this case). 

• The Medical Boards will consist of the following members. 

➢ a gynecologist, 

➢ a pediatrician, 

➢ a radiologist or sonologist, 

➢ any other number of members, as may be notified by the state government. 

• Fifth, Bill protects the privacy of a woman. No RMP can reveal the name and other particulars of a woman who 

performs the abortion. However, RMP can reveal the identity to a person authorised by law. The violation of this 

provision is punishable with imprisonment up to one year, or a fine, or both. 

Advantages of the proposed Bill: 

• First, the Bill raises the foetal gestation period for termination of pregnancy beyond 20 weeks. The MTP Bill 

also includes a special category of women. In short, the bill enables access to safe abortion and curb illegal 

abortion practices. 

• Second, the 1971 MTP Act states that, if a minor wants to terminate her pregnancy, the guardian has to 

provide written consent. The proposed bill has excluded this provision. 

• Third, the Bill will strengthen the reproductive rights of women. The Supreme Court in Mrs X v. Union of 

India, 2017 case has recognised women’s right to make reproductive choices and their decision to abort as a 

dimension of their personal liberty. The court also mentioned abortion primarily fall within the Right to Privacy. 

• Fourth, the Bill will reduce the burden on the Judiciary. At present, there are many cases registered in court 

seeking permission for abortion beyond 20 weeks. Meanwhile, with the establishment of the Medical Board, the 

burden on the judiciary will reduce. 

Challenges associated with the present Bill: 

First, the constitution of the Medical board. The constitution of the medical board presents a variety of challenges such 

as 

➢ The present healthcare budgetary allocation (1.5% of GDP) makes setting up a board across the country, 

both financially and practically impossible. 

➢ Apart from that, even if it is set up, access to the board by pregnant women in remote areas of the state is 

a matter of concern. 

➢ No time limit is set for the board to respond to the requests. 

➢ The board subject women to multiple examinations before allowing her to terminate her pregnancy. This 

is a violation of rights to privacy and dignity. 

➢ Personal beliefs could impact the medical board’s opinion. For example, Madhya Pradesh High Court 

denied terminating the pregnancy of 13-year-old rape survivor only because a psychiatrist on the medical 

board had not supported her abortion. 
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• Second, the amendments continue the patriarchal population control legacy. The bill does not give women 

control over their own bodies. It requires the medical practitioner’s opinion and not the request or will of 

pregnant women alone. 

• Third, the current bill does not consider a few important things in the termination of pregnancy. Such 

as personal choice, a sudden change in circumstances (due to separation from or death of a partner), 

and domestic violence. 

• Fourth, the amendment also fails to consider the abortion rights of intersex, transgender, and gender diverse 

persons. 

Suggestions: 

First, the government needs to amend the bill to include a few changes in the Medical Board. 

➢ The government has to specify a time limit for the board. 

➢ The government have to consider the majority of opinion of the board members to avoid personal belief’s 

interfering with the board opinions. 

• Second, the government has to introduce personal choice, a sudden change in circumstances, and domestic 

violence as a criterion. Apart from that, the bill must include abortion among intersex, transgender, and gender 

diverse persons. 

• Third, the government might include a provision of will to terminate the pregnancy at an early stage within 20 

weeks without the opinion of RMP. On the other hand, the government also have to release clear guidelines to 

restrict, 

➢ Women performing abortions to prefer a male child 

➢ Women performing abortions due to family pressures etc. 

In conclusion, the MTP bill 2020 is a step in the right direction to ensure access to safe and legal abortion. But, it falls a 

few steps behind in terms of ensuring dignity, autonomy and justice for women. This can be done by including the 

necessary suggestions under the Act. 

MMDR Amendment Bill, 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Coal and Mines Minister introduced the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR) 

Amendment Bill, 2021 in Lok Sabha. 

➢ The Bill seeks to amend the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 which regulates 

the mining sector in India. 

About the MMDR Bill 2021 

• There are two important Acts that govern the mines and minerals in India. They are, 

➢ The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR Act) 

➢ The Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 (CMSP Act). 

• The MMDR Act regulates the overall mining sector in India. Further, the MMDR Act empowers the central 

government to reserve any mine for the particular end-use(Captive mines). 

• Similarly, the CMSP Act provides for the auction and allocation of mines. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mmdr-amendment-bill-2021
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• The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR) Amendment Bill,2021 amends both the MMDR 

Act and CMSP Act. Further, it aims to provide holistic development of mines and minerals in India. 

• An Ordinance with similar MMDR bill provisions was also promulgated in January 2020. 

Salient provisions of the MMDR Bill 2021 

Removes distinction between captive and non-captive mines: 

➢ The Bill removes the distinction between captive and non-captive mines. It will not reserve any mine for a 

particular end-use. All mines will now be able to sell their extra minerals. 

Removal of restriction on end-use of minerals: 

➢ The Act empowers the central government to reserve any mine (other than coal, lignite, and atomic minerals) to 

be leased through an auction for a particular end-use (such as iron ore mine for a steel plant). Such mines are 

known as captive mines. 

➢ The Bill provides that no mine will be reserved for particular end-use. 

Sale of minerals by captive mines: 

➢ The Bill provides that captive mines (other than atomic minerals) may sell up to 50% of their annual mineral 

production in the open market after meeting their own needs. 

➢ The central government may increase this threshold through a notification. 

➢ The lessee will have to pay additional charges for minerals sold in the open market. 

Auction by the central government in certain cases: 

➢ The Bill empowers the central government to specify a time period for completion of the auction process in 

consultation with the state government. 

➢ If the state government is unable to complete the auction process within this period, the auctions may be 

conducted by the central government. 

Transfer of statutory clearances: 

➢ It provides that transferred statutory clearances will be valid throughout the lease period of the new lessee. 

➢ Currently the new lessee has to apply for fresh clearances within two years of the transfer from the previous 

lessee. 

Allocation of mines with expired leases: 

➢ The Bill adds that mines whose lease has expired, may be allocated to a government company in certain cases. 

➢ This will be applicable if the auction process for granting a new lease has not been completed, or the new lease 

has been terminated within a year of the auction. 

➢ The state government may grant a lease for such a mine to a government company for a period of up to 10 

years or until the selection of a new lessee, whichever is earlier. 

Extension of leases to government companies: 

➢ The Act provides that the period of mining leases granted to government companies will be prescribed by the 

central government and may be extended on payment of additional amounts prescribed in the Bill. 
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Conditions for lapse of mining lease: 

➢ If the lessee is not able to start mining operations within two years of the grant of a lease. 

➢ If the lessee has discontinued mining operations for a period of two years. 

 

• The lease will not lapse at the end of this period if a concession is provided by the state government upon an 

application by the lessee. 

• The Bill adds that the threshold period for lapse of the lease may be extended by the state government only 

once and up to one year. 

Non-exclusive reconnaissance permit: 

 

➢ The Act provides for a non-exclusive reconnaissance permit (for minerals other than coal, lignite, and atomic 

minerals). 

• Reconnaissance means preliminary prospecting of a mineral through certain surveys. The Bill removes the 

provision for this permit. 

Concerns with the MMDR Bill 2021 

The bill is seen by various state governments as the restriction of their revenue generation and indulgence of the central 

government in the State mineral policy. The reasons are, 

➢ Fixing the royalty to States: The bill mentions fixing royalty payments to the states for the mining leases 

provided to Central PSUs. This might reduce the amount of revenue to the state government. 

➢ Vesting the ultimate power with the Centre: The bill provides for auction by the central government in certain 

cases. State governments see this as the central government supremacy in the State mining lease policy. 

➢ Centre’s direction to District Mineral Fund(DMF): Under the MMDR Bill 2021, the centre can direct the 

spending of DMF. The States on the ground have to perform the actions directed by the Centre. States see this 

as the Centralization of DMF.  

➢ District Mineral Fund: The District Mineral Fund is established based on the contribution of major or minor 

mineral exploring companies in a district. The fund is utilised in the interest of the persons and areas affected by 

mining-related operations. 

Environment concerns with the MMDR bill 2021: As the mining is liberalised under the MMDR Bill 2021, there are 

higher chances of degrading the environment, restricting tribal rights, threatening the biodiversity of the area etc. 

Advantages of the MMDR Bill 2021 

➢ Exploration of India’s mineral potential: India has the same mineral potential similar to Australia, South Africa. 

Further, India is producing 95 minerals. But India still imports minerals worth more than Rs. 2.5 lakh crore a 

year. The MMDR Bill 2021 facilitates to explore better mining of minerals. This will improve the commercial 

mining capability of India. 

➢ Effective mining and creates huge employment benefits: More exploration of mines will lead to effective and 

profitable mining in India. Further, the mines and minerals located in the Indian hinterland will create local 

employment at an enormous level. 
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➢ Transparency in the mining process: The MMDR Bill 2021 aims to infuse transparency in the mining sector. 

Further, it will also reduce the red-tapism as the bill provides for the transfer of statutory clearances, new NMI 

index etc. 

➢ Variety of benefits: The relaxation of mining restriction on Captive mines and the transfer of statutory 

clearances have few significant advantages, like, 

• More investment into the mining sector: This will facilitate more internal investments, FDI and increase 

Forex reserves. Apart from that, this will bring more new technology into the mining sector. 

• Since the captive mines can sell their minerals commercially to other industries, It will spur the growth 

of other industries. Further, this will reduce the import of raw materials. This is in line with creating 

Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

• Companies can create additional revenue by selling minerals to other Industries and intermediaries. 

Suggestions 

• Protect the Environment: Both the Centre and State government should ensure the protection of the 

environment. Further, the relaxation of mining to the companies should not violate the provisions of the 

environment. To ensure that, the government have to create a proper and periodic environmental auditing 

mechanism. 

• Creating other safeguards in long run: The implementation of the MMDR Bill 2021 have to monitor closely for 

enhancing the contribution of the mining sector to 2.5% of Indian GDP(at present it is 1.75%). The 

implementation of the MMDR Bill 2021 depends upon various organs of the state and private sector. So, the 

issues in the implementation have to identify and rectified either Judicially or legislatively or administratively or 

in other ways. 

• Creating adequate infrastructure in other sectors: The development of mines and minerals depend on India’s 

logistical capability, development of ports, railways etc. So to create an adequate export capacity of Mines and 

minerals, India needs to develop adequate infrastructure in other sectors. 

• India needs to reduce the cost of the value addition of minerals: The government has to reduce the losses 

associated with the value addition of minerals. Or else, India can face challenges in sustaining the industry. 

For example, China imports iron ores from India. But due to efficient value addition, China produces steel at a 

low cost. Further, China also exports them to India and disrupt the domestic steel industry. 

Way Forward: 

Overall the MMDR Bill 2021 might provide a strategic push in the mining sector. Over a period of time, India can fulfil its 

mineral needs, create employment, ensure the growth of industries, etc. Thus, the proper implementation MMDR Bill 

will make India a global supplier of minerals to the whole world. 

Vehicle Scrapping Policy 

Why in News? 

Recently, The Finance Minister announced the “Vehicle Scrapping Policy” in her Budget speech. The policy will phase 

out older, inefficient and polluting vehicles. Apart from that, the policy will also promote the use of more environment-

friendly vehicles and reduce the oil import bill. But it is not an easy task and has a few challenges associated with it. 

➢ It was first announced in the Union Budget for 2021-22. 

➢ The policy is estimated to cover 51 lakh Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs) that are above 20 years of age and 

another 34 lakh LMVs above 15 years of age. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/vehicle-scrapping-policy
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➢ India will also implement a Global Positioning System (GPS)-based toll collection system and do away with all 

toll booths within a year. 

About proposed Vehicle Scrappage Policy: 

The Ministry of Road and Transport is yet to announce the proper guidelines. But according to the Budget speech, the 

important provisions of the scrappage policy will include the following features. Such as 

➢ The private vehicles older than 20 years and commercial vehicles older than 15 years, can be scrapped 

voluntarily. To run these vehicles on the road, a fitness certificate (FC) will be mandatory. 

➢ Automated vehicle fitness centres belong to the government will issue certificates after conducting fitness 

tests. 

➢ Each fitness certificate is valid for five years. After that vehicle will undergo another fitness test. 

➢ If a vehicle fails the fitness test, the government will not provide renewed Registration Certificates (RC) for 

those vehicles. As per the Motor Vehicle Act, 1988, driving a vehicle without an RC is illegal in India. 

➢ Each vehicle is permitted to have three failures in the fitness test. After that, the vehicle might be 

forwarded to vehicle scrapping. 

➢ The government is expected to provide monetary incentives to the owners scrapping the vehicles. 

• Each fitness test will approximately cost Rs 40,000. If the vehicle passed the fitness test, the owner of the vehicle 

has to pay road tax, and a possible “Green Tax” (Tax levied on goods that cause environmental pollution). 

• The total cost involved in pursuing a Fitness test and paying “Green tax” will act as a deterrent to have older 

vehicles. This will further facilitate voluntary Scrapping of the old vehicle and buying a newer one. 

Need for such Vehicle Scrappage Policy: 

  

• First, According to the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), by 2025 India will have over two crore old 

vehicles nearing the end of their lives. Not only that, India adds 1,400 vehicles every day. The scrappage policy 

will reduce the congestion on the roads. 

• Second, A logical extension of NGT ruling for Delhi NCR and Scrappage policy of Government Vehicles. 

➢ In 2015, National Green Tribunal barred diesel vehicles older than 10 years to commute on Delhi NCR 

roads. The scrappage policy is the next step to prevent them from further commuting on roads. 

➢ Further, the government accepted the Scrappage policy for Central and State Government vehicles older 

than 15 years on January 25, 2020. The policy will come into effect on April 1st, 2022. 

➢ Apart from that, the government also introduced a draft Vehicle Fleet Modernization Programme in 

2016. But the project never got materialized. 

• Third, IIT Bombay’s conducted a multi-city study in 2014. The study estimated that pre-2005 vehicles were 

responsible for 70 per cent of the total pollution load from vehicles. The scrappage policy will be a shot in the 

arm for these polluting vehicles. 

Benefits of the proposed policy: 

• The Scrappage policy will benefit the following sectors at one go. 

➢ The policy will stimulate the domestic automobile and automotive industry. The automobile industry is 

projected to grow at an annual rate of 22% if this policy is implemented properly. 

➢ Apart from that, it will provide a massive opportunity for players in the organised scrappage and recycling 

industry. The scrapping will provide recovery of steel, aluminium, plastic etc. and boost the industries 

associated with it. 
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• Curbing air pollution: Old vehicles are not compliant with Bharat Stage VI emission standards. This is leading to 

more air pollution. For example, one 15-year-old vehicle has emissions equivalent to 25 new-generation 

vehicles. The scrappage policy will reduce the pollution level by 25 percent as compared to old commuting 

vehicles. 

• Increase in tax revenue for the government: The revival of the automobile and other sectors associated will 

boost the tax revenues. According to an estimate, taxes from the automobile sector will amount at Rs 10,000 

Crores, if scrappage policy is implemented properly. 

• Containing oil imports: According to the BEE (Bureau of Energy Efficiency) estimates, India has to enforce 

Scrapping old vehicles and shifting towards higher fuel efficiency norms. If it is achieved, then as per the BEE 

estimates, “there will be a reduction of 22.97 million tons of fuel demand in India by 2025”. This will help in 

saving oil import and associated costs. 

• Fulfilling India’s International commitments:  India has committed to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

and provided national targets for reducing emissions. The Scrappage policy will reduce the pollution level and 

also fulfil India’s commitment to reduce CO2 levels to tackle Climate Change. 

• Overall the Scrappage Policy has the potential to revive the Indian Steel sector and also has the potential to 

promote India as a vehicle manufacturing hub in the world. 

Challenges associated with the Vehicle Scrappage Policy: 

• Who will bear the cost of monetary incentive provided to owners?  The scrappage industry may provide 

incentives for scrapping older vehicle (like recovery of scrap, steel etc.). The government is not a direct 

beneficiary except the environmental cost. Thus, providing incentives from public money might not be feasible. 

• In rural areas, old vehicles are being used as the owners have very limited financial resources to purchase new 

vehicles. 

• Scrapping capacity of India is in doubt. India so far has only one government-authorized scrappage workshop in 

Greater Noida. Also, the government do not have any standard operating procedures (SOP) for setting up of 

vehicle scrapping centres. Formulating a policy without having the capacity will lead to accumulation of old 

vehicles like solid wastes. 

• Regulation of pollutants released during scrapping. The scrapping of Vehicle will release toxic metals like 

mercury, lead, cadmium or hexavalent chromium. If not properly regulated, it will pollute the environment and 

have long-lasting consequences. 

 

GRAM UJALA 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Government has launched the Gram UJALA Programme - an ambitious scheme offering the world’s 

cheapest LED bulbs in rural areas at a mere Rs. 10 on March 19, 2021 

About ‘Gram Ujala Scheme’ 

• The Gram Ujala Scheme is an ambitious scheme which offers the world’s cheapest LED bulbs in rural areas. This 

is the first such scheme in India.  

• It provides the LED Bulbs in these areas at a mere ₹10. This the scheme also furthers its climate change strategy 

and strengthen the self-reliance credentials. The scheme does not come with the government’s support or 

subsidy. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1616150327_image6.jpg
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1616150327_image6.jpg
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gram-ujala
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• Under the scheme, the bulbs are offered by the state-run Energy Efficiency Services Ltd’s subsidiary 

Convergence Energy Services Ltd (CESL).  

• The scheme proposes for distributing some 600 million LED at rupees 10 in the rural areas. It will be financed 

entirely through the carbon credits which will be claimed under the “United Nations’ Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM)”.  

• The revenue from the carbon credit will contribute to Rupees 60 per LED. This scheme also proposes to take 

back the incandescent and compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) bulbs of the rural consumers. After submitting the 

bulbs, the consumers will get 7 watt and 12-watt LED bulbs with three years’ warranty. 

First Phase of the scheme 

• In the first phase, the scheme was launched from Arrah district in Bihar. In this phase around 15 million LED 

bulbs will be distributed in the villages of Arrah (Bihar), Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh), Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), 

Nagpur (Maharashtra), and western Gujarat. 

Significance of the scheme 

• India is currently the second-largest LED market across the world by value. So, the scheme will help in avoiding 

the peak electricity demand of 9,428 megawatts. 
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Economics 

India Emerged Out of Technical Recession 

Why in News? 

• The Indian economy emerged from the technical recession of the first two negative growth quarters, clocking a 

positive gross domestic product (GDP) growth figure of 0.4% in the third quarter, signalling what economists 

and the government are hoping is the beginning of a V-shaped recovery in FY22..  

• The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) had contracted by 24.4% and 7.3% in the April-June and July-September 

quarters, respectively, marking a technical recession in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 About Recession: 

• When a recessionary phase sustains for long enough, it is called a recession. In other words, when the GDP 

contracts for a long enough period, the economy is said to be in a recession. 

• However, there is no universally accepted definition of a recession as in, for how long should the GDP contract 

before an economy is said to be in a recession. But most economists agree with the definition that the National 

Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) in the United States uses. 

• According to the NBER, during a recession period, a significant decline in economic activity spreads across the 

economy and can last from a few months to more than a year. 

• The NBER’s Business Cycle Dating Committee typically looks at various variables, including employment, 

consumption etc. Apart from GDP growth to arrive at a decision, it looks at the depth, diffusion, and duration of 

decline in economic activity also to determine whether an economy is in a recession or not. 

• For example, in the case of the most recent dip in economic activity in the US, which started in February 2020 as 

a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, the drop in activity has been so great and so widely diffused throughout the 

economy that the downturn would have been classified as a recession even if it had proved to be quite brief. 

Technical Recession 

• The technical recession is to occur, when GDP decline for two consecutive quarters. In the case of a nation’s 

economy, the term usually refers to back-to-back contractions in real GDP. 

• Significant difference between a ‘technical recession’ and a ‘recession’ is that while the former term is mainly 

used to capture the trend in GDP, the latter expression encompasses an appreciably more broad-based decline 

in economic activity that covers several economic variables including employment, household and corporate 

incomes and sales at businesses. 

• Another key feature of a technical recession is that it is most often caused by a one-off event (in this case, the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdowns imposed to combat it) and is generally shorter in duration. 

V-Shaped Recovery 

• A V-shaped recovery is characterized by a quick and sustained recovery in measures of economic performance 

after a sharp economic decline. 

• Because of the speed of economic adjustment and recovery in macroeconomic performance, a V-shaped 

recovery is a best case scenario given the recession. 

• The recoveries that followed the recessions of 1920-21 and 1953 in the U.S. are examples of V-shaped 

recoveries. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-emerged-out-of-technical-recession
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PLI Scheme for Telecom Sector 

Why in News? 

The Union Cabinet has approved the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the telecom sector with an outlay 

of Rs. 12,195 crores over five years. 

About the production-linked incentive(PLI) scheme  

• Aim of the scheme: It will make India a global hub for manufacturing telecom equipment. Moreover, it will 

create jobs and reduce imports especially from China. 

• Focus of the scheme: The scheme will offset the huge import of telecom equipment worth more than Rs 50,000 

crore. By that, it will encourage the foreign manufacturers and domestic manufacturers to set up production 

units in India.   

• Coverage: The scheme will cover domestic manufacturing of equipment such as 

➢ core transmission equipment, 

➢ 4G/5G and next-generation radio access network and wireless equipment, 

➢ Internet of Things (IoT) access devices, 

➢ enterprise equipment such as switches and routers 

• Duration of the Scheme: The scheme will be operational from April 1 and will run for the next five years. 

• Eligibility: The eligibility for the scheme will be subject to; 

➢ Achieving a minimum threshold of cumulative investment 

➢ Incremental sales of manufactured goods, with 2019-20 as the base year. 

• Incentives: For the inclusion of MSMEs in the scheme, the minimum investment threshold has been kept at ₹10 
crores while for others it is ₹100 crore. Further, for MSMEs, It proposes a 1% higher incentive in the first three 
years. 

Significance of the scheme: 

• The Government Schemes may lead to an incremental production of about ₹2.4 lakh crore with exports of about 

₹2 lakh crore over five years. Moreover, it may bring in investments of more than ₹3,000 crores. 

• With the inclusion of telecom equipment manufacturing under the ambit of PLI schemes, the total number of 

sectors under such programmes stands at 13. 

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi 

Why in News? 

The Union Cabinet has approved the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN) as a single non-lapsable reserve 

fund for Health from the proceeds of Health and Education Cess. 

➢ The proceeds of Health and Education Cess are levied under Section 136-b of Finance Act, 2007. 

➢ Finance Minister announced the 4% Health and Education Cess during the Budget 2018-19. It replaced the 

existing 3% Education Cess. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pli-scheme-for-telecom-sector
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-swasthya-suraksha-nidhi
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 Key Features:  

• It has been set up as a single non-lapsable reserve fund for a share of Health. 

• It will be made from the share of health in the proceeds of Health and Education Cess. 

• The fund will be administered and maintained by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

How will the fund be utilised?  

• The fund will be utilized for the following flagship schemes of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare: 

 

➢ Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) 

➢ Ayushman Bharat – Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) 

➢ National Health Mission 

➢ Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) 

➢ Emergency & disaster preparedness and responses during health emergencies 

➢ Any future programme/scheme that targets to achieve progress towards SDGs and the targets set out in the 

National Health Policy (NHP) 2017. 

Benefits of PMSSN: 

• Enhanced access to universal & affordable health care through availability of earmarked resources, while 

ensuring that the amount does not lapse at the end of financial year. 

Significance of Spending on Healthcare: 

• Improved Developmental Outcomes: From an economic standpoint, better health improves productivity, and 

reduces losses due to premature death, prolonged disability and early retirement. 

• Enhance Opportunities: One extra year of population life expectancy raises GDP per capita by 4%, investment in 

health creates millions of jobs, largely for women, through a much needed expansion of the health workforce. 

Cess 

• Different from the usual taxes and duties like excise and personal income tax, a Cess is imposed as an additional 
tax besides the existing tax (tax on tax) with a purpose of raising funds for a specific task. 

• The Union government is empowered to raise revenue through a gamut of levies, including taxes (both direct 
and indirect), surcharges, fees and cess. 
 
➢ A cess, generally paid by everyday public, is added to their basic tax liability paid as part of total tax 

paid. 
➢ Article 270 of the Constitution allows cess to be excluded from the purview of the divisible pool of 

taxes that the Union government must share with the States. 

• Cess collected for a particular purpose cannot be used for or diverted to other purposes. A particular cess 
continues to be levied till the time the government collects enough funds for the purpose that it was introduced 
for. 
➢ For example, the Swachh Bharat cess (abolished in 2017) was levied by the government for cleanliness 

activities. 
Difference between Surcharge and Cess: 

• Surcharge is an additional charge or tax levied on existing tax. The main surcharges are on personal income tax 
(on high income slabs and on super rich) and on corporate income tax. 

• Despite both are not shareable with state governments, surcharge can be kept with the Consolidated Fund of 
India (CFI) and spent like any other taxes, the cess should be kept as a separate fund after allocating to CFI 



 

23 

and can be spent only for a specific purpose. 

• A surcharge is discussed under Article 270 and 271 of the Indian Constitution. 

• Unlike a cess, which is meant to raise revenue for a temporary need, surcharge is usually permanent in nature. 

 
 

Job Crunch and Growing Nativism 

What is the issue? 

The Haryana government has recently passed a legislation that mandates companies in Haryana to provide jobs to local 

Haryanvis first. Similar legislations by other states reflect a rising trend of subnationalism in the States of India which 

call for course corrections. 

Why Haryana’s Government made such law? 

• The jobs situation in Haryana is staggeringly dismal. 

• The unemployment rate there is the highest of all States in India. 

• A whopping 80% of women in Haryana who want to work cannot find a job. 

• More than half of all graduates in Haryana are jobless. 

• Politically, 11 out of the 18 million voters of Haryana do not have a regular job. 

• When such a vast majority of adults are jobless, it inevitably leads to social revolutions and political upheavals. 

• Given this, Haryana government chose to reserve the few available jobs for its own voters. 

Concern with Such laws: 

• Many States in India have embarked on this nativism adventure. Jharkhand too approved a similar legislation to 

reserve jobs for Jharkhand residents. The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu recently announced 

a similar proposal in its manifesto for the upcoming Assembly elections. 

• The objective is to protect the interests of the vast number of their jobless locals. However, such policies have 

attracted criticisms as it is against the liberal idea of a free economy. 

• Focusing on creating more jobs, and not on reserving the few available ones, is said to be a better approach. 

But, it is to be understood that creation of new jobs is not entirely in the control of State governments. It is a 

complex interplay of multitude of factors. 

Challenges in job creation: 

• Realistically in India, a poorer State can compete only in very few of the above parameters against a richer State. 

• An elected State government can certainly, during its five-year tenure, attempt to provide high quality local 

infrastructure. 

• State governments may also have the ability to provide land at affordable prices or for free. 

• However, the availability of skilled local labour is a function of many decades of social progress of the State. 

• It cannot be retooled immediately. 

• After the introduction of the GST, State governments have particularly lost their fiscal autonomy. 

• They have no powers to provide any tax concessions to businesses. 

• In simple terms, states have less or no control over immediate availability of skilled manpower or to use taxes as 

a tool to attract firms. 



 

24 

• Agglomeration effect - Beyond all the above factors, the most critical factor in the choice of a location for a large 

business is what economists term as the ‘agglomeration effect.’ 

• It refers to the ecosystem of supply chain, talent, good living conditions and so on. 

• A State with an already well-established network of suppliers, people, schools, etc are at a greater advantage. 

• E.g. if Amazon’s competitor Walmart is already established in Karnataka, then there is a greater incentive for 

Amazon to also locate itself in Karnataka to take advantage of the established ecosystem 

• This leads to a cycle of the more prosperous States growing even faster at the expense of the lagging States. 

National Non-ferrous Metal Scrap Recycling Framework 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Centre has issued a framework for scrap recycling of non-ferrous metals, including aluminium and copper, 

in a bid to cut down the scrap imports. 

Background 

• The metal ores and minerals are non-renewable natural resources, which have an ever growing demand at 

global level and across sectors. 

• The National Mineral Policy 2019 of Ministry of Mines envisages making efforts towards augmenting supply of 

metals by developing processes for recovery of metal through recycling. 

• The stated policy is in line with SDG 12 which states that: 

➢ The current material needs do not lead to over extraction of resources or to degradation of environment. 

• The framework seeks to use life cycle management approach for better efficiency in mineral value chain 

process. 

Classification of Non-ferrous Metals 

• The Non-ferrous metals can be classified in broad categories as: 

➢ Base metals (e.g. aluminium, copper, zinc, lead, nickel, tin); 

➢ Precious metals (e.g. silver, gold, palladium, other platinum group metals); 

➢ Minor metals including refractory metals (e.g. tungsten, molybdenum, tantalum, niobium, chromium); and 

➢ Specialty metals (e.g. cobalt, germanium, indium, tellurium, antimony, and gallium) 

• Aluminium is the second most used metal in the world after iron. 

➢ India is third largest consumer of aluminum in the world with a consumption of 3.7 MT in FY 2020. 

• Copper is the third most important base metal by value, accounting for roughly a $130 billion industry annually 

at global level. 

• Zinc is the fourth most widely used metal across the globe. 

➢ According to International Lead and Zinc Study Group, around 13 million tonnes of Zinc is produced and 

consumed every year in the world. 

• Lead is one of the most recyclable metals in the world. 

Why Recycling of Metal is an important consideration? 

• Social benefits: India’s mineral rich areas are under dense forests and inhabited by indigenous communities. 

➢ The extraction pressures have contributed significantly to conflicts due to displacement, loss of livelihood 

and have led to opposition by tribal and other local communities including fishermen in coastal areas. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-non-ferrous-metal-scrap-recycling-framework
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➢ The recycling would put fewer burdens on the need of extraction thereby offsetting some of the risks 

arising out of social conflicts. 

• Environmental benefits: The mineral rich areas overlap with heavily forested areas in the country. 

➢ The reduced pressures from mining will help to reduce this ecological degradation and the reduced waste 

generation will not only reduce pollution associated with disposal but also save related costs. 

• Economic benefits: In manufacturing sector alone, Indian companies could save up to Rs. 60,855 million by 

implementing resource efficiency measures, thereby improving competitiveness and profitability. 

• Employment Generation Potential: The recycling and adoption of related innovative methods may altogether 

give rise to the need of setting up of new industries that can contribute significantly to employment generation. 

Challenges in implementing recycling of metals framework 

• The material recycling in India faces multifarious challenges, some of which are: 

➢ Lack of an organized / systematic scrap recovery mechanism; 

➢ Lack of sustained implementation of existing regulations on waste collection and recycling; 

➢ Lack of standardization of recycled products adversely affecting market adoption; 

➢ Import barriers adversely affecting input cost of operations; 

➢ Lack of public awareness on the necessity of recycling; 

➢ Lack of specific skill sets on responsible methods and technologies; and 

➢ Highly skewed business share between the formal and informal recyclers 

Objectives of National Non-Ferrous Metal Scrap Recycling Framework 

• To promote a formal and well organized recycling ecosystem by adopting energy efficient processes for recycling 

leading to lower carbon footprints; 

• To minimize the effect of end of life products on landfills and environmental pollution by promoting an 

environmentally sound processing and recycling system for secondary industry; 

• To work towards economic wealth creation, job creation and increased contribution to GDP through metal 

recycling; 

• To adopt data based analysis and policy making at all stages of recycling chain to determine and utilize 

opportunities available for enhancing extraction of non-ferrous metals; 

• To promote 6Rs principles of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, Redesign and Remanufacture; 

• To produce high quality scrap for quality secondary production thus minimizing the dependency on imports; and 

• To shift towards a circular economy in the coming years for base metals, critical raw materials and other 

essential materials 

Market Infrastructure Institutions 

Why in News? 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has proposed a new framework for ownership of Market Infrastructure 

Institutions (MII) to facilitate new entrants to set up stock exchanges and depositories. 

Key Proposals: 

• A resident promoter setting up an MII may hold up to 100% shareholding, which will be brought down to not 

more than (either 51% or 26%) in 10 years. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/market-infrastructure-institutions


 

26 

• A foreign promoter from Financial Action Task Force FATF member jurisdictions setting up an MII may hold up to 

49% shareholding, which shall be brought down to not more than (either 26% or 15%) in 10 years. 

• Foreign individuals or entities from other than FATF member jurisdictions may acquire or hold up to 10% in an 

MII. 

• Any person other than the promoter may acquire or hold less than 25% shareholding. 

• At least 50% of ownership of the MII may be represented by individuals or entities with experience of five years 

or more in the areas of capital markets or technology related to financial services. 

National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development Bill, 2021 

Why in News? 

The Lok Sabha on March 23, 2021 passed the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development Bill 2021.  

➢ The bill seeks to establish a statutory institution called the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and 

Development to support the development of long-term infrastructure financing in India. 

➢ The institution will be set up as the principal development finance institution (DFI) and development bank to 

carry on the business of infrastructure financing. 

Objective of the Bill  

• The bill seeks to support the development of long-term non-recourse infrastructure financing in India including 

the development of the bonds and derivatives markets necessary for infrastructure financing and to carry on the 

business of financing infrastructure. 

Key Features 

• The National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development will seek to address market failures that stem 

from the long-term, low margin and risky nature of infrastructure financing. 

• The institution will be wholly owned by the central government to foster confidence on its stability and 

sustainability and to raise resources at competitive rates. 

• The Government will provide the financial institution with required grants and contributions, guarantees at 

concessional rates for foreign borrowings and any other concessions. The guarantee will be provided at a 

concessional rate, not exceeding 0.1 percent.  

• The Bill paves the way for the private sector to promote DFIs to come to the market after obtaining approval 

from the RBI. 

• The development finance institutions promoted by the private sector will get five-year tax exemption to begin 

with, which can be extended by another five years. 

• Further, the bill states that the developmental financial institution will be permitted to “borrow money from the 

RBI repayable on-demand or on the expiry of fixed periods not exceeding ninety days”. 

• The DFI will also be able to borrow money from RBI against bills of exchange or promissory notes arising out of 

bona fide commercial or trade transactions. 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-bank-for-financing-infrastructure-and-development-bill-2021
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World Development Report 2021: World Bank 

Why in News? 

The World Bank recently published the World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives. This is the first World 

Development Report that is solely focused on the role of data for development and it comes at a time when the COVID-

19 pandemic has caused havoc in the global economy.  

World Development Report 2021: Key Highlights 

New social contract for data 

• The report noted that new rules are needed for data to realize its potential to transform lives and for the same- 

a social contract for data is needed.  

• The report noted that the need for immediate and reliable information about COVID-19 has tested the systems 

in place for protecting data. 

• Such a contract would help in the use and reuse of data to create economic and social value at the same ensure 

equitable access to the value realized.  

• The social contract for data will also help foster participants’ trust that they will not be harmed by data misuse.  

• The report stated that renewed efforts are required to improve domestic data governance including closer 

international cooperation.  

• It also highlighted that low-income countries also need to make their voices heard in the global debate on data 

governance. 

Increase data use and reuse 

• The report highlights the need to increase access to more users through open data, data sharing initiatives and 

interoperability standards, as it will increase the potential of data for positive development impacts.  

• It noted that the recent explosion in new data has come from digitization of firm operations. It stated that 

combining these data with traditional sources such as national surveys, censuses, government administrative 

data and data produced by civil society organizations could help fill data gaps and provide faster and finer-scale 

assessments of programs and policies and better serve public policy needs.  

• The report noted that realizing this increased value calls for changing both mindsets and frameworks guiding 

data use.  

 Creating more equitable access to data benefits  

• The World Development Report 2021 noted that there are major inequities in the ability to produce, utilize, and 

profit from data across both rich and poor countries and among the people within them.  

It noted that poor people tend to be excluded from the data systems for public and private and statistical 

capacity and data literacy remain limited in poor countries.  

• It further highlighted that many lower-income countries lack the data infrastructure needed to speedily 

exchange their own data traffic over the internet and secure cost-effective access to modern data storage and 

cloud computing facilities. 

• It noted that the low-income countries' small economic size also limits the availability of data for machine 

learning and constrains the development of home-grown platform businesses that could be globally 

competitive.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-development-report-2021-world-bank
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• The report stressed that efforts to improve the fairness of the global data system need to address both types of 

inequities.  

Regulation of Personal Data to prevent misuse 

• The World Development Report 2021 noted that the more data is reused, the greater the risk is of it being 

misused. It said that the risk is evident in growing concerns about cybercrime and the potential for politically or 

commercially motivated surveillance.  

• It further noted that the scope for discrimination based on ethnicity, religion, race, gender, disability status, or 

sexual orientation may be further exacerbated by the growing use of algorithms.  

• To address these concerns, the report calls for the regulation of personal data grounded in a human rights 

framework, supported by policies that secure both people and the data systems on which they depend.  

• It also calls for a global consensus to ensure that data are safeguarded as a global public good and as a resource 

to achieve equitable and sustainable development. 

Integrated national data system (INDS) 

• The report states that implementing a new social contract to reset the rules of the game for data governance 

calls for an integrated national data system (INDS) that allows the flow of data among a wide array of users in a 

way that facilitates safe use and reuse of data. 

• The report noted that a well-functioning INDS explicitly builds data production, protection, exchange, and use 

into planning and decision-making and actively integrates the various stakeholders—individuals, civil society, 

academia, and the public and private sectors— into the data life cycle and into the governance structures of the 

system.  

• It further noted that achieving a well-functioning INDS requires proper financing and incentives to produce, 

protect, and share data. It said that greater investment in physical and human capital is needed to improve data 

governance, specialized analytical and data security skills, as well as data literacy of the general public. The 

report stated that countries will need to work gradually toward this goal.  

Data Gaps in India: 

• Echoed concerns on assessment of global poverty by the World Bank, which has been skewed due to absence of 

data on poverty from India. 

• India monitors 54 out of the 130 SDG indicators. While the overall number of monitored indicators has gone 

up, the country has dropped four indicators from its tracking list. 

• The report called for strategic repurposing of existing data.. 
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India and World: 

Right to Repair: European Union 

Why in News? 

The European Parliament has recently voted in favour of establishing stronger “right to repair” rules. These rules should help reduce 

electrical waste, which has been increasing due to greater manufacturing. 

➢ Under the new rule Companies that sell consumer electronics such as refrigerators, washers, hairdryers, or 

TVs in the European Union - and in the UK - will need to ensure those goods can be repaired for up to 10 

years. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Right to Repair electronics refers to government legislation that is intended to allow consumers the ability 

to repair and modify their own consumer electronic devices, where otherwise the manufacturer of such 

devices require the consumer to use only their offered services. 

• Idea of Right to Repair originally originated from the USA where the Motor Vehicle Owners' Right to Repair 

Act 2012, required the manufacturers to provide the necessary documents and information to allow anyone to 

repair their vehicles. 

• Under the new EU rules, manufacturers will have to ensure parts are available for up to a decade, though some 

will only be provided to professional repair companies to ensure they are installed correctly. 

• New devices will also have to come with repair manuals and be made in such a way that they can be 

dismantled using conventional tools when they really can’t be fixed anymore, to improve recycling. 

Significance: 

 

• It will help reduce the vast mountain of electrical waste (e-waste) that piles up each year on the continent. 

• It will save consumers money. 

• It will contribute to circular economy objectives by improving the life span, maintenance, re-use, upgrade, 

recyclability and waste handling of appliances. 

• It would tackle two manufacturing trends: 

➢ Cavalier attitude towards planned obsolescence. 

➢ Tendency on the part of manufacturers to control the repair and maintenance network. 

Concerns for Manufacturers: 

• Manufacturers have pushed back against a broader “right to repair” as that would hurt their ability to sell new 

products more frequently, and would push them to become a service provider rather than a product maker. 

• They also say allowing the consumer to repair high-technology products is a risk, think of lithium-ion batteries 

in cars. 

Freedom in the World 2021 Report 

Why in News? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/right-to-repair-european-union
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/freedom-in-the-world-2021-report
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The report “Freedom in the World 2021: Democracy under Siege” was recently released by US think-tank Freedom 

House. 

➢ The report classifies India as ‘partly free’ 

➢ Pointing to a decline in global democracy over the last 15 years, the report said that nearly 75% of the 

world’s population lived in a country that faced deterioration over the last year. 

➢ The freest countries in the world, with a score of 100, are Finland, Norway and Sweden, while the least free 

with a score of 1 are Tibet and Syria. 

Key Highlights: 

• Freedoms in India have reduced resulting in India being classified as ‘partly free’. 

• India’s score was 67, a drop from 71/100 from last year downgrading it from the free category last year. 

• Reasons for the downgrade: The government and its State-level allies continued to crack down on critics during 

the year. 

• The private media are vigorous and diverse, and investigations and scrutiny of politicians do occur. However, 

attacks on press freedom have escalated dramatically under the Modi government, and reporting has become 

significantly less ambitious in recent years. 

• Security, defamation, sedition and contempt of court laws have been used to quiet critical media voices. 

• Revelations of close relationships between politicians, business executives and lobbyists on one hand and 

leading media personalities and owners of media outlets, on the other, have dented public confidence in the 

press. 

Freedom in US and China: 

• The U.S. dropped three points over one year, down to 83/100. 

• The United States will need to work vigorously to strengthen its institutional safeguards, restore its civic norms 

and uphold the promise of its core principles. 

• China, classified as ‘not free’, dropped a point from last year going down to 9/100. 

• The malign influence of the regime in China, the world’s most populous dictatorship, was especially profound in 

2020. 

About the Report: 

USA based human rights watchdog Freedom House, which is largely funded through USA government grants, has 

been tracking the course of democracy since 1941. 

Scores are Based on: 

 

• Political rights indicators such as the electoral process, political pluralism and participation and government 

functioning. 

• Civil liberties indicators related to freedom of expression and belief, associational and organisational rights, the 

rule of law and personal autonomy and individual rights. 

• Countries are declared as “free”, “partly free” or “not free”. 

West Container Terminal Offer to India-Japan: Sri Lanka 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/west-container-terminal-offer-to-india-japan-sri-lanka
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Why in News? 

Recently, Sri Lankan government announced that it will develop the West Container Terminal (WCT) at the Colombo 

Port along with India and Japan. 

Background 

• Earlier the Sri Lankan government had ejected the two partners from a 2019 tripartite agreement to jointly 

develop the East Container Terminal (ECT), citing resistance to “foreign involvement”. 

• Sri Lanka has approved the proposal to develop the WCT on Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) basis for a 

period of 35 years as a public-private partnership with India’s Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Limited 

and its local representative in Sri Lanka. Japan is yet to name an investor. 

 

Significance 

• The ECT already has a 600-metre quay wall, and is adjacent to a shallow terminal, allowing swift cargo transfers. 

• The terminal’s further development, which is now to be undertaken by the Sri Lanka Port Authority (SLPA), is 

aimed at augmenting operations at an estimated cost of upto $700 million. 

• The WCT is adjacent to the China-run CICT and just a couple of kilometres away from the China-backed Port City 

being built on reclaimed land, making it a strategically desirable spot for India, whose concerns over China's 

presence in Sri Lanka are well known. 

• Colombo’s alternative offer also comes at a time when Sri Lanka is seeking support at the ongoing UN Human 

Right Council session, where a resolution on the country's rights record will soon be put to vote. 

India - Sri Lanka Relations 

• Background: India-Sri Lanka relationship is more than 2,500 years old and both sides have built upon a legacy of 
intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic intercourse. 

• Support Against Terrorism: During the course of the civil war, India supported the right of the Government of 
Sri Lanka to act against terrorist forces. 

• Support for Rehabilitation: The Indian Housing Project is Government of India’s flagship project of 
developmental assistance to Sri Lanka. Its initial commitment is to build 50,000 houses for those affected by the 
civil war as well as for the estate workers in the plantation areas. 

• Assistance during Covid-19: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had signed an agreement for extending a USD 400 
million currency swap facility to Sri Lanka to boost the foreign reserves and ensure financial stability of the 
country, which was badly hit by Covid 19 pandemic. Recently, India has also supplied Covid-19 Vaccines to Sri 
Lanka. 

• Joint Exercises: India and Sri Lanka conduct joint Military (Mitra Shakti) and Naval exercise (SLINEX). 

• Participation in Groupings: Sri Lanka is also a member of groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) and SAARC in which India plays a leading role. 

 

 

India-Bangladesh Bilateral Meet 

Recently, India’s External Affairs Minister visited Bangladesh for a bilateral meet. 

• This meeting comes ahead of Indian Prime Minister’s visit to Bangladesh scheduled in March 2021. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-bangladesh-bilateral-meet
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• Earlier a 122-member contingent of the Bangladesh Armed Forces has participated in the 72nd Republic 

Day parade, commemorating 50 years of the 1971 India-Pakistan war that led to the liberation of Bangladesh. 

 

Background: 

• India was the first country to recognize Bangladesh as a separate and independent state and established 

diplomatic relations with the country immediately after its independence in December 1971.  

• The relationship between the two nations is anchored in history, culture, language, and shared values of 

secularism, democracy, and countless other commonalities between them.  

• In the last couple of years, the relationship has been further strengthened including through cooperation in new 

and high-technology areas.  

• Various Joint exercises of the Army (Exercise Sampriti) and Navy (Exercise Milan) take place between the two 

countries.  

• India shares the longest land boundary of 4096.7 with Bangladesh. 

Key Highlights of Recent Visit: 

Bangladesh’s Stand: 

Resolution of Problems: 

• Problems between neighbouring countries should be resolved through discussions and negotiations. 

Prioritising Each Others Benefit: 

• Need to focus on possible ways to materialise commitments and accommodate each other’s priorities in a 

mutually beneficial manner. 

Cooperation During Covid-19: 

• Bangladesh acknowledged the collaborative initiative of the two countries in implementing the vaccination 

programme against the ongoing pandemic. 

• Bangladesh purchased the Covid vaccine from Serum Institute of India. 

• Bangladesh is the largest recipient of 9 million doses of Made in India vaccine. 

Multidimensional Relationship: 

• Both countries are committed to expand their relationship in all dimensions, ranging from security, trade, 

transport and connectivity, culture, people-to-people ties, energy, joint development of our shared resources 

and defence. 

India’s Stand: 

Congratulated Bangladesh : 

• On its graduation from the Least Developed Country (LDC) status. 

• Bangladesh has been on the United Nations (UN) Least Developed Countries list since 1975. 

• Bangladesh fulfilled all the criteria necessary for its elevation to a developing country in 2018. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1614936692_image1.jpg
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1614936692_image1.jpg
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• Therefore the UN has recommended graduation of Bangladesh from the category of Least Developed Country 

(LDC). 

• Once it receives the final recommendation, Bangladesh will formally graduate to the developing nation bracket 

in 2026. 

More than Strategic Partners: 

• India-Bangladesh relations transcend strategic partnership, and bonding of both the countries is central to the 

realisation of a dream of a peaceful, prosperous and progressive South Asia. 

Continued Interaction During Covid: 

• Despite the Covid pandemic, interactions and consultations continued unabated such as: 

• India and Bangladesh had a Virtual Summit in December 2020. 

• A Joint Consultative Commission between the two Foreign Ministers in September 2020. 

Teesta Issue: 

• India and Bangladesh would have a meeting of Water Resources secretaries to discuss the Teesta issue. 

Teesta River 

• Teesta River is a 315 km long river that rises in the eastern Himalayas, flows through the Indian states of Sikkim 
and West Bengal through Bangladesh and enters the Bay of Bengal. 

• It is a tributary of the Brahmaputra (known as Jamuna in Bangladesh), flowing through India and Bangladesh. 

• It originates in the Himalayas near Chunthang, Sikkim and flows to the south through West Bengal before 
entering Bangladesh. 

• Originally, it continued southward to empty directly into the Padma River but around 1787 the river changed its 
course to flow eastward to join the Jamuna river. 

• The Teesta Barrage dam helps to provide irrigation for the plains between the upper Padma and the Jamuna. 
 

 

Development of Connectivity: 

• India is keen to focus on the development of connectivity with Bangladesh and beyond for next 20 years to 

change the region's geo-economic scenario. 

Bangladesh Central to India’s Policies: 

• Bangladesh was central to India's Neighbourhood First' policy and increasingly relevant to the country's Act 

East Policy. 

• Bangladesh as a key neighbor and a valued partner not only in South Asia but also in the broader Indo-Pacific 

region. 

Progress on Ground Situation: 

• Practical progress has been made on the ground. 

• Conducting a trial run of container cargo through Chattogram port to Agartala. 

• Adding two new protocol routes to inland waterways connecting Tripura to the national waterways. 

• Handing over 10 broad gauge locomotives. 

• Forming a Joint venture in the energy sector. 
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Way Forward 

• A year after the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019-National Register of Citizens (NRC) issue strained the 

robust ties between the two countries, quiet diplomacy appears to have worked. India must keep up the 

partnership that allows for economic growth and improved developmental parameters for both countries. 

• Deepening relationship with Bangladesh has become a necessity in the face of shifting geo-

economics. Bangladesh, with its growing economic success provides a vital partnership in the region. 

➢ The two countries share 54 trans boundary rivers, and water management is the key to prosperity. 

• Bangladesh-India relations have reached a stage of maturity. There is scope for India-Bangladesh ties to move to 

the next level, based on cooperation, coordination and consolidation. 

• It is important to address specific issues like Teesta and to respond to Dhaka’s call for help on 

the Rohingya issue. 

Road to Gender Equality: UNDP 

Why in News? 

Recently, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in its latest report named “Protecting Women's 

Livelihoods in Times of Pandemic: Temporary Basic Income and the Road to Gender Equality” has proposed 

a Temporary Basic Income (TBI) for poor women in developing countries. 

What is Temporary Basic Income (TBI)? 

• A temporary basic income (TBI) for poor women in developing countries can help millions of them cope with 

the effects of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, according to COVID-19 Global Gender 

Response Tracker by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and UN Women released ahead of 

International Working Women’s Day (8 March).  

 

Key Issues involved in Gender Inequality: 

Unpaid Labor: 

• On average, women spend 2.4 more hours per day than men on unpaid care and domestic work. 

• Among people who participate in the paid economy, women spend an average of four hours more per day than 

men on paid and unpaid work combined. 

Discriminative Policies: 

• Beyond complex gendered norms, some of the economic vulnerability imposed on women also comes from 

policy and political decisions that have persistently deprived them of compensation in the form of equal pay, 

paid maternity leave, universal health, unemployment and care benefits. 

Effect of Covid: 

• Women have been hit harder than men by the pandemic, losing income and leaving the labour market at a 

greater rate. 

• This vulnerability is due to gender inequality. 

• Women are 25% more likely than men to live in extreme poverty. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/road-to-gender-equality-undp
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• Only one in ten countries and territories, however, have policies addressing women’s economic security needs, 

according to the Covid-19 Global Gender Response Tracker. 

• Covid-19 Global Gender Response Tracker is an initiative of UNDP and UN Women which shows that social 

protection and jobs response to the pandemic has largely overlooked women’s needs. 

Way ahead: 

• The large-scale TBI scheme proposed by UNDP in a policy brief showed that a monthly investment of 0.07-0.31 

per cent of a developing countries’ gross domestic product (GDP) could provide reliable financial security to 613 

million working-aged women living in poverty. 

• The benefits of such a meaningful investment could not only help women and their families absorb the shock of 

the pandemic, but also empower women to make independent decisions about money, livelihoods and life 

choices. 

• A set of policies should be aimed at recognising the needs of all workers, men and women, to reconcile their 

household obligations with paid work and allow for a more even distribution of care and domestic work by 

institutionally acknowledging it as a shared responsibility. 

• Such policies include guaranteed paid maternity leave, extended paternity leave and the enforcement of its 

take-up. 

• Establishing flexible arrangements such as part-time work or the provision of breastfeeding facilities in the 

workplace that allow parents to return to the workforce shortly after having a child should also be encouraged. 

• Beyond reconciling paid work and family responsibilities, governments must address other sources of the 

gender pay gap such as horizontal and vertical segregation in the labour market. The response should include 

anti-discrimination laws and affirmative action initiatives. 

India in Afghan Peace Process 

Why in News? 

Recently, the USA President has envisaged a New Peace Initiative (Plan) to decide on the roadmap for peace in 

Afghanistan. 

➢ Under the plan, the USA proposed a regional conference under the United Nations auspices with foreign 

ministers of the USA, India, Russia, China, Pakistan and Iran to discuss a “unified approach” on 

Afghanistan. 

Steps proposed by the US 

• US has called for a 90-day reduction in violence and a transitional government formed from both sides. 

• This implies an immediate 50% share for the Taliban in an interim government, as a quid pro quo for a 

permanent and comprehensive ceasefire. 

• This will be without reference to a mandate from the people as elections will be held only in the future, after the 

principles guiding Afghanistan’s future constitutional and governing arrangements are worked out. 

• US is considering the full withdrawal of US forces by May 1 , the deadline that was set up under Trump 

administration. 

• Proposed measures call for bringing the two sides together for a United Nations-facilitated conference with 

foreign ministers and envoys from Russia, China, Pakistan, Iran, India and the US, “to discuss a unified approach 

to supporting peace in Afghanistan”. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-in-afghan-peace-process
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Afghan War 

• On 11 September 2001, attacks in America killed nearly 3,000 people. Osama Bin Laden, the head of Islamist 

terror group al-Qaeda, was quickly identified as the man responsible. 

• The Taliban, radical Islamists who ran Afghanistan and protected Bin Laden, refused to hand him over. So, a 

month after 9/11, the US launched air strikes against Afghanistan. 

• As other countries joined the war, the Taliban were quickly removed from power. But they didn’t just disappear 

– their influence grew back and they dug in. 

Why the war is still going on? 

• Lack of clarity about the US strategy. 

• Taliban have been trying maximise their leverage during peace negotiations 

• An increase in violence by Islamic State militants in Afghanistan. 

• Taliban’s connection with Pakistan. 

Why is has Taliban remained a strong force in Afghanistan? 

• The group is making money to the tunes of $ 1.5 bn through the drug trade. Afghanistan is the world’s largest 

opium producer, and most opium poppies – used for heroin – are grown in Taliban-held areas. 

• It also receives money from Pakistan and Iran 

What was the US-Taliban deal? 

• The Trump administration made withdrawing troops from Afghanistan a priority. 

• The deal signed in February 2020 said that the US and its Nato allies would withdraw all troops in 14 months if 

the Taliban upheld its promises, including not allowing al-Qaeda or other militants to operate in areas it 

controlled, and proceeding with national peace talks. 

• Although the Taliban, a hard-line Islamist movement, stopped attacks on international forces as part of the 

historic agreement, it has continued to fight the Afghan government. 

• As a condition of starting negotiations with the Afghan government, the Taliban also demanded that thousands 

of their men be released in a prisoner swap. 

• Direct talks then began Doha in September 2020, but a breakthrough has still not been reached. 

Issues with the peace deal – 

• In the peace deal US did not insist on a ceasefire. 

• USA kept the Afghanistan government out of the peace process. 

• Due to this Afghanistan has witnessed continuous violence led by the Taliban. 

• The recently held presidential elections witnessed a very low voter turnout. 

• As a result the main opposition candidate Abdullah Abdullah did not recognise the elected government. 

• He backed off, but only after being appointed the head of the High Council for National Reconciliation that will 

lead talks with the Taliban 

• Due to this the Taliban has an upper hand in the prevailing situation in Afghanistan. 

UN secretariat – 6+2+1 meeting 

• UN Secretariat held a “6+2+1” meeting on regional efforts to support peace in Afghanistan. 
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• 6 neighbors of Afghanistan (China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan), 2 global players (the 

USA and Russia) and 1 (Afghanistan) attended the meeting. 

• India was not invited to this meeting 

Why India was not invited in the meeting? 

• It was sighted that India shares no physical boundary with Afghanistan. 

• India never announced its support to the US Taliban peace process 

• India’s resistance to publicly talking to Taliban has also contributed to absence of invitation. 

India’s concerns about the Peace deal 

• India has thus far not recognized the Taliban, which has had links with terror groups like the Lashkar – e – Toiba 

and Jaish – e – Mohammad, who have targeted Indians in Afghanistan. India was also not invited to a UN-led 

regional conference on the peace process last week. 

• India wants the democratically elected government of Ashraf Ghani government to continue in office as it is 

more friendly towards India. 

• Taliban as an organization gets a lot of support from Pakistan and ISI and hence, Taliban, victory in the peace 

deal would be a blow to India’s effort to reach to Central Asia and positively engage Afghan government. 

• If Taliban comes to power then there is a high chance that China will get free access to Afghanistan and this will 

be another blow to India’s strategic interests. 

• Above all if Taliban comes to power then India’s effort to fight terrorism in Union Territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir may also suffer a blow. 

India’s stand on Afghan peace process 

• The peace process has to be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled. 

• Afghanistan should build national consensus for talks with the Taliban. 

• India was among the countries that had refused to recognise the Taliban regime of 1996-2001, as Taliban’s 

growth in Afghanistan was being driven by deep state in Pakistan 

• India’s stand has been that the peace process has to ‘Afghan-led, Afghan-controlled and Afghan-owned’. 

• All initiatives and processes must include all sections of the Afghan society, including the legitimately elected 

government. 

• Any process should respect the constitutional legacy and political mandate. 

• Establishment of democratic process with respect for human rights, including women’s rights. 

• The peace process should not leave any ungoverned spaces where terrorists and their proxies can relocate. 

Why Afghanistan is important to India? 

• Regional Balance of Power: Afghanistan is tied to India’s vision of being a regional leader and a great power, 

coupled with its competition with China over resources and its need to counter Pakistani influence. 

• India’s ability to mentor a nascent democracy will go a long way to demonstrate to the world that India is indeed 

a major power, especially a responsible one. 

• India’s interest in Afghanistan relates to its need to reduce Pakistani influence in the region. 

• Energy Security : The pipeline project TAPI (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India), which seeks to connect 

an energy-rich Central to South Asia, will only see the light of the day if stability is established in Afghanistan 

• Strategic Location: For access to the landlocked Central Asian countries that border 



 

38 

• Afghanistan. 

• Natural Resources: The country is home to resource deposits worth one trillion dollars, according to the US 

Geological Survey. 

• Regional Security: A stable Afghanistan is important for regional security in South Asia 

Way Forward 

• An independent, sovereign, democratic, pluralistic and inclusive Afghanistan is crucial for peace and stability in 

the region. 

• In order to ensure the same, the Afghan peace process should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-

controlled. 

• Also, there is a need for the global community to fight against the global concern of terrorism. In this context, it 

high time to adopt the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (proposed by India at UN in 

1996). 

• Though the new initiative by the USA is a good step, the road ahead would not be easy. Achieving lasting peace 

in Afghanistan will require patience and compromise among all parties. 

 

Bharat Bangla Maitri Bridge 

Why in News? 

Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has virtually inaugurated Maitri Setu also called as India Bangladesh Friendship 

Bridge to give a boost to the relationship between the two countries.  

About Maitri Setu: 

• The bridge is 1.9 kilometres long 

• It is built over Feni river and connects Sabroom in south Tripura to Ramgarh in Bangladesh. 

• It was constructed at a cost of INR 133 crore by the National Highways and Infrastructure Development 

Corporation Limited (NHIDCL) 

• Maitri Setu was inaugurated in June 2017 and the project is fully funded by the central government 

• Maitri Setu is the fastest land route to connect the landlocked Northeast region through Sabroom to Chittagong 

port 

• Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, in a video message, said, "The inauguration of the 1.9-km- long 

‘Maitri Setu’ would herald a new chapter in relations between the two neighbours." 

• PM Modi while inaugurating the bridge said, “the opening of the bridge would also benefit south Assam, 

Manipur and Mizoram to flourish in trade and tourism. At the same time it will also create opportunities in 

Bangladesh.” 

Importance of Maitri Setu: Gateway of Northeast 

The Maitri bridge is being called the “gateway of Northeast” due to the following reasons: 

• It would connect the landlocked region with Chittagong port in Bangladesh 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bharat-bangla-maitri-bridge
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• It would also help in unlocking the untapped markets of other east and south eastern economies. For example, 

goods from Agartala travel 1,600 kilometers through the Siliguri corridor so as to reach Kolkata Port. They can 

instead reach by crossing 450 kilometers through Bangladesh.  

• An official informed, “In case the borders were open to Indian trucks, goods from Agartala would have to travel 

just 200 kilometers to the Chattogram Port in Bangladesh, and the transport costs to the port would be 80 

percent lower.” 

• The bridge has also made Agartala one of the closest cities to an international sea port to unlock untapped 

markets of other east and south east economies.  

• So because of this bridge Tripura would become the Gateway of Northeast. 

Integrated Check Post (ICP): 

• The Bridge was inaugurated along with the foundation stone of Integrated Check Post being laid at Sabroom. 

The ICP would ensure continuous movement of goods and passengers between India and Bangladesh. The 

project would be implemented by the Land Ports Authority of India in INR 232 crore.  

• The project is in line with Modi's Look East Policy and is aimed at giving a boost to the trade and commerce 

between India and Eastern and South East Asian countries.  

• As per the World Bank if the transport facility is improved between India and Bangladesh more than 172% 

increase would be visible in Indian Export and Bangladesh would see a hike of 297% in its exports to India.  

First QUAD Summit 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Prime Minister addressed the first summit of the leaders' of the QUAD (Quadrilateral Framework). The 

meeting was hosted by the USA on a virtual platform. 

About Quad? 

• The Quad, or Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, comprises the United States, India, Japan and Australia. 

• It is an informal group of the four nations that hold semi-regular meetings, joint military drills, and discussions 

about regional, economic and development assistance. 

• The framework was established in 2007, but it took on a new level of importance in 2019 with a discussion 

among foreign ministers amid China’s increasing influence. 

Why Quad assumes significance for four nations? 

• United States: For the United States under Joe Biden, Quad assumes greater significance as it looks to 

strengthen its commitment in Asia and counter China after the tumultuous Trump era. 

• Japan, India and Australia: For Japan, India and Australia, China has emerged as a security threat in several 

positions, making the Quad meeting a key opportunity to strengthen strategic ties.  

Chinese Maritime Aggression in the Region 

• String of Pearls: to encircle India and limit its maritime expansion 

• Belt and Road Initiative: viewed as model of Neo Imperialism 

• Debt Trap Diplomacy (Hambantota Port, Pakistan’s CPEC) 

• Weaponization of Supply Chain :  deployment of naval vessels at Chinese-controlled ports 
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Key-highlights of the virtual Summit 

• The Spirit of the Quad: A joint statement, titled ‘The Spirit of the Quad’ was presented after the summit 

 

➢ The cooperation decided to pool their financial resources, manufacturing capabilities and logistics to ramp 

up manufacturing and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines in the Indo-Pacific region 

• Expanding vaccine diplomacy: The leaders finalised a landmark initiative under which huge investments will be 

made in India to create additional production capacities to roll out a billion coronavirus vaccine doses by 2022 

for exports to the Indo-Pacific region. 

• Free Indo-Pacific: The Quad leaders vowed to strive for an Indo-Pacific region that is free, open, inclusive, 

healthy, anchored by democratic values, and unconstrained by coercion, sending an apparent message to China. 

• Working groups: Three working groups in areas of vaccine, climate crisis and critical and emerging technology 

would also be created. 

Importance of Indo Pacific Region (IPR) 

• It is the geographical connotation of the area which covers the Eastern Coast of Africa through Indian Ocean and 

Western Coast of United States of America. 

• Countries of Indo-Pacific region: Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, 

Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines Singapore, Sri Lanka, 

Taiwan, Thailand, Timor Leste, United States, Vietnam. 

Significance of indo pacific Region: 

• Minerals: IPR houses deep sea minerals on deep sea floor consisting of polymetallic nodules (PMN), crusts, and 

accumulations of metallic sulfides from deep vents. mining the PMN—which contain quantities of manganese, 

iron, copper, nickel, titanium, and cobalt 

• Hydrocarbons: Deposits of petroleum and natural gas under the seafloor are the most valuable and sought-

after fuels. 

• Fisheries: The main fisheries in IPR are Bombay duck, catfish, tuna and tuna-like species, ponyfishes, croakers, 

mullets, sardines, anchovies, mackerel, sharks, prawns, shrimps and lobsters. 

Illegal Influx from Myanmar 

Why in News? 

Ministry of Home Affairs(MHA) has written to states, sharing international boundaries with Myanmar. Chief Secretaries 

of these states (Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and Arunachal Pradesh) are asked to take appropriate action to check 

illegal influx from Myanmar into India. 

Why was this directive issued? 

• Myanmar’s military has seized full control of the country’s government. After that, it ordered a crackdown on 

protesters. 

• Due to this situation in Myanmar, several Myanmar citizens are illegally entering India. 

What are the other directives MHA has issued? 

• The State governments had no powers to grant refugee status to any foreigner. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/illegal-influx-from-myanmar
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• India is not a signatory to the United Nations Refugee Convention of 1951 and its 1967 Protocol. 

• The directive also recalled the guidelines addressed to all States in 2017. In the guidelines, instructions were 

issued to sensitize all law enforcement and intelligence agencies for taking prompt steps in identifying the illegal 

migrants. So that, they can initiate the deportation processes expeditiously and without delay. 

• Further, another set of guidelines were sent to States in 2018. The guideline provides for the appropriate steps 

for identifying illegal migrants, such as: 

➢ Restrictions of Illegal Migrants specific locations as per provisions of law 

➢ Capturing their biographic and biometric particulars 

➢ Cancellation of fake Indian documents and 

➢ Initiating legal proceedings including deportation proceedings as per provisions of law. 

About United Nations Refugee Convention,1951: 

• The 1951 Refugee Convention also known as Geneva Convention. It is a United Nations multilateral treaty for 

the protection of refugees 

• Who is a refugee? The convention defines a refugee as a person who fled their homes and countries due to a 

well-founded fear of persecution because of his/her race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 

group or political opinion is a refugee. 

• The Convention also sets out which people do not qualify as refugees, such as war criminals. 

• Non-Refoulement: The cornerstone of the 1951 Refugee Convention is the principle of non-refoulement. 

According to this principle, a refugee should not be returned to a country where he or she faces serious threats 

to his or her life or freedom. 
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Environment: 

Maritime India Summit 2021 

Why in News? 

‘Maritime India Summit 2021’ is being organised by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Maritime Summit is one of the biggest virtual summit in the world. It will see the participation of 1.7 lakh 

participants from more than 100 nations.  

• In the three-day summit, there will be ministers from 8 nations, over 50 global CEOs, and more than 160 

speakers including 115 international speakers from 24 nations.  

• Several countries will be participating in the event including the ambassadors and CEOs of several countries in 

order to boost investment in the maritime sector in India. 

• Over 1 lakh participants from 50 countries have registered online for the virtual summit.  

Significance: 

• The Maritime India Summit-2021 will provide a unique platform that will have the virtual and physical presence 

of prominent shipping and transport dignitaries/ministers from all over the world. 

• The maritime states of India will also be participating in the summit through the dedicated sessions. The summit 

will include an exclusive CEOs forum and various breakout/thematic sessions. 

NDC Synthesis Report: UNFCCC 

What is the news? 

United Nations in a new report said that The United Kingdom and the European Union are the only regions among 18 of 

the world’s biggest emitters that have significantly increased their greenhouse gas reduction targets.  

What is urged by the report ? 

• According to the report, Of the 197 Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), only 75 have submitted new or updated nationally determined contributions (NDC) till December 

31, 2020. These Parties account for 30 per cent of the global greenhouse emissions. 

• “Other major emitters either submitted NDCs presenting a very low increase in their ambition level or have not 

presented NDCs yet,” UN said in its initial NDC synthesis report. 

• UNFCCC called for more ambitious climate action plans by the countries in order to achieve the Paris 

Agreement target of containing global temperature rise to two degrees Celsius (ideally 1.5°C) by the end of the 

century. 

• While a majority of countries increased their individual levels of ambition to reduce emissions, their combined 

impact will help achieve only a 1 per cent reduction by 2030 compared to 2010 levels. Global emissions, 

however, need to reduce by 45 per cent in order to meet the 1.5°C goal, according to Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change. 

• This report shows that current levels of climate ambition are very far from putting us on a pathway that will 

meet our Paris Agreement goals. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/maritime-india-summit-2021
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ndc-synthesis-report-unfccc
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• The report was sought ahead of the UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) that was to be 

conducted in November 2020 but was deferred to November 2021 due to the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-

19) pandemic. 

• Participating nations will get more time to review and update their NDCs, which will be compiled in the final 

synthesis report to be brought out ahead of COP26. “An increase in ambition must be accompanied by a 

significant increase in support for climate action in developing nations.  

• This report should serve as an urgent Call to Action all countries, particularly major emitters, and asked to 

submit ambitious 2030 emission reduction targets. 

Swachhta Saarthi Fellowship: Waste to Wealth Mission 

Why in News? 

The Office of Principal Scientific Adviser of the Government of India has launched the “Swachhta Saarthi Fellowship” 

under the “Waste to Wealth” Mission on March 3, 2021. 

About the Swachhta Saarthi Fellowship 

• The Swachhta Saarthi Fellowship initiative was launched with the objective of recognizing the students, self-

help groups, community workers, sanitary workers and municipal workers who are engaged in tackling 

enormous challenge of waste management in a scientific and sustainable manner. Under the fellowship 

programme, the government will be providing awards under three categories as stated below: 

 

➢ Category-A– This category will be open to School students of standards 9th to 12th who are engaged in 

the waste management community work. 

➢ Category-B– This category is open to UG, PG and Research Students engaged in the waste management 

community work. 

➢ Category-C: This category of the fellowship is open to the Citizens who are working in the community and 

through Self Help Groups, municipal workers or sanitary workers who are working beyond the 

specifications of their job requirements. 

Waste to Wealth Mission 

• The “waste to wealth mission” was launched with the objective of identifying, developing and deploying 

technologies in order to treat the waste to recycle materials, extract worth and generate energy.  

• This mission is one among the nine-national mission of the “Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory 

Council (PM-STIAC)” of the Prime Minister. It will also assist and augment the Smart Cities project and Swachh 

Bharat Mission in a bid to create circular economic models which are financially viable for waste management. 

This will in turn help in streamlining the waste handling across the country. 

E-waste to Wealth Technology 

• The Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi has developed a zero-emission technology that will manage and 

recycle the e-waste into wealth.  

• The technology uses the e-waste as the Urban Mine for recovering the metal and producing energy. Under the 

methodology, e-waste is shredded and pyrolyzed into the liquid and gaseous fuels which leaving behind a solid 

fraction which is rich in metal. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/swachhta-saarthi-fellowship-waste-to-wealth-mission
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Whale Shark 

Why in News? 

Recently, fishers in Odisha rescued a whale shark. 

About: 

 

• Whale sharks are the largest shark, and 

indeed largest of any fishes alive today and 

they travel large distances to find enough 

food to sustain their huge size, and to 

reproduce. 

• The whale shark is a ‘filter feeder 

shark’ which means it does not eat meat like 

other sharks. Whale sharks filter sea water and feed on tiny planktons. 

• The maximum size of whale sharks is not known, but could be as large as 20m. 

Habitat: 

 

• Whale sharks are found in all the tropical oceans of the world. 

Threats: 

• Oil & gas drilling, shipping lanes etc. 

Protection Status: 

• IUCN Red List: Endangered 

• CITES: Appendix II 

• Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 

Mt. Sinabung 

Why in News? 

Recently, Mt. Sinabung, an active volcano on Indonesia’s Sumatra island has erupted. 

About Mt. Sinabung: 

• Mt. Sinabung (2,600-metre) is located in Karo regency, North Sumatra. 

• Sinabung is among more than 120 active volcanoes in Indonesia, which is prone to seismic upheaval due to its 

location on the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

• The volcano was dormant for 400 years before exploding in 2010. 

• It exploded again in 2014 ,2016 and 2020. 

Ring of Fire: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/whale-shark-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indonesia-s-mt-sinabung-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1615188079_image2.jpg
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• The Ring of Fire, also referred to as the Circum-Pacific Belt, is a path along the Pacific Ocean characterized 

by active volcanoes and frequent earthquakes. 

• It traces boundaries between several tectonic plates—including the Pacific, Cocos, Indian-Australian, Nazca, 

North American, and Philippine Plates. 

• The abundance of volcanoes and earthquakes along the Ring of Fire is caused by the amount of movement of 

tectonic plates in the area. 

• 75% of Earth’s volcanoes i.e. more than 450 volcanoes are located along the Ring of Fire. 90% of Earth’s 

earthquakes occur along its path. 
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Science and Technology: 

53rd PSLV Flight 

Why in News? 

ISRO successfully launched Brazil’s optical earth observation satellite, Amazonia-1, and 18 co-passenger satellites from 

India [5] and the U.S.A. [13]. The satellites were carried on board the PSLV-C51 from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre 

(SHAR) at Sriharikota. 

Key Highlights: 

• Of the 13 satellites from the U.S., one was a technology demonstration satellite. 

• The remaining for 2-way communications and data relay. 

• Five satellites belong to India including – 

➢ the Satish Dhawan SAT (SDSAT) built by Space Kidz India, a nano-satellite intended to study the 

radiation levels, space weather and demonstrate long range communication technologies 

➢ the UNITYsat, a combination of three satellites intended for providing radio relay services 

• The other satellite belongs to DRDO. 

• The main payload in the mission was Brazil’s Amazonia-1 earth observation satellite. 

• The sun-synchronous Amazonia-1 is the first satellite to be fully designed, integrated, tested, and operated by 

Brazil’s National Institute for Space Research. 

• It can generate images of any part of the world every 5 days. 

• But it will be used mainly to provide remote sensing data to monitor deforestation in the Amazon. 

Significance of the Mission: 

Provided Impetus to Indo-Brazil Relationship: 

• Since the early 2000s, India and Brazil have signed cooperative instruments for exploration and peaceful uses of 

outer space, both at the government level (2004) and space agency level (between ISRO and Brazilian Space 

Agency AEB in 2002). 

• The new satellite (Amazonia-1) would open the door for multiple business, trade and governmental 

opportunities. Brazil has also requested India's support in procurement of material and systems for its launch 

vehicle programme. 

Implemented New Space Reforms: 

• Five Indian satellites were built under the new space reforms announced by the Government of India. 

• The approved reforms will boost the private sector participation in the entire range of space activities. 

• Four of the co-passenger satellites were signed for launch by IN-SPACe ISRO’s small satellites facilitation agency, 

and 14 were signed up through NSIL for commercial launch. 

• IN-SPACe: It is an independent nodal agency under the Department of Space (DOS) for allowing space activities 

and usage of DOS owned facilities by Non-Government private Entities (NGPEs) as well as to prioritise the launch 

manifest. 

• NSIL: It is the commercial arm of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) with the primary responsibility of 

enabling Indian industries to take up high technology space related activities. It is also responsible for promotion 

and commercial exploitation of the products and services emanating from the Indian space. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/53rd-pslv-flight
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Demonstrated Applications of Space Technology: 

Projects such as this demonstrate the extension of applications of Space Technology to different sectors and areas which 

brought ‘ease of living’, ‘ease of environment’ and ‘ease of humanity’ for common man. 

Global Bio-India-2021 

Why in News? 

The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare inaugurated the second edition of Global Bio India 2021 in New Delhi 

through virtual mode.  

➢ It demonstrates the strength and opportunities of India's biotechnology sector at national and 

international level.  

➢ The National Biotech Strategy was also inaugurated and the Virtual Exhibition of Global Bio India on the 

occasion. 

About Global Bio India: 

• It is an international congregation of biotechnology. The stakeholders include international bodies, regulatory 

bodies, Central and State Ministries, SME's, research institutes, startups etc.  

• The congregation would help India be recognized as an emerging Innovation Hub globally.  

• The organizers for Bio India 2021 were  

➢ Department of Biotechnology,  

➢ Ministry of Science & Technology 

➢ Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC)  

➢ Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)  

➢ Association of Biotechnology Led Enterprises (ABLE) 

➢ Invest India 

Significance: 

• The sector of Biotechnology is recognized as one of the major contributing drivers to India's USD 5 Trillion 

economy target by 2024. 

• Global Bio-India 2021 is the largest Bio event. It would help in showcasing opportunities of the Indian 

Biotechnology sector internationally. 

Objectives of Global Bio India 2021: 

• To enhance bio-partnering and conduct various discussions on policies  

• Identification of key biotechnological innovations, products, services, technologies from various national and 

international organizations. 

• Collaboration opportunities for R&D. 

• Giving a peek into licensing options.  

• Opportunities for Indian Government to attract foreign investment 

• Discussion on various modules of Biotech- bio-pharma, bio-agriculture, bio-industrial, bio-energy, bio-

manufacturing, bio-services etc. 

• Bringing Indian Biotech ecosystem at par with the international ecosystem. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-bio-india-2021
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Global Bio India 2021: Purpose 

• It is recognizing the biotechnology sector of India.  

• It talks about the opportunities in the areas of bio-manufacturing, capacity-building, regulation & policies 

creating global supply chains 

• It works to identify funding and collaboration opportunities for research and development 

Indian Bio Technology Sector: 

• Indian Biotechnology industry's economy is valued at $70 billion in 2020 is expected to grow to 2 USD 150 Bn by 

2025 

• India is among the top-12 destinations for biotechnology in the world 

• India has almost 3% share in the global Biotechnology industry 

• As per the World Bank's Doing Business Report 2020, India is now ranked 1st among South-Asian countries 

Merchant Digitization Summit 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Government of India, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), and UN-

based Better Than Cash Alliance hosted Merchant Digitization Summit 2021: Towards Atma Nirbhar (Self Reliance) 

Bharat. 

➢ The Summit brought together leaders from the public and private sectors to accelerate responsible digitization 

of merchants in India's North-Eastern and Himalayan regions, and Aspirational districts. 

About Merchant Digitization Summit: 

• Purpose: It aims to bring together leaders from the public and private sectors. It will accelerate the responsible 

digitization of merchants in India’s North-Eastern, Himalayan regions, and Aspirational districts. 

• Target: India has set an ambitious target for 1 billion digital transactions per day. At present, an average of 2-3 

billion digital transactions takes place in a month. 

About Better Than Cash Alliance: 

• Purpose: Alliance established in 2012. It is a partnership of governments, companies, and international 

organizations. Its main aim is to accelerate the transition from cash to responsible digital payments. 

• Launched by: United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), United States Agency for International 

Development, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Citigroup, Ford Foundation, Omidyar Network, and Visa Inc. 

• Members: The Alliance has 75 members. India became a member of the Alliance in 2015. 

• Secretariat: It is based at the United Nations (UN). 

Cyber volunteer 

Why in News? 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) informed the Lok Sabha that a “cyber volunteer” programme has been rolled out for 

“cyber hygiene promotion” and the services of volunteers would be utilised by the State police as per requirement. 

Key Highlights: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/merchant-digitization-summit-2021
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• The MHA, through its cybercrime grievance portal- cybercrime.gov.in, aims to raise a group of “cybercrime 

volunteers” to flag “unlawful content” on the Internet. 

• Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) has been established under Ministry of Home affairs (MHA) to 

act as a nodal point at National level in the fight against cybercrime. It aims to provide a platform to deal with 

cybercrimes in a coordinated and comprehensive manner. 

• One of the important objectives of I4C is to create ecosystem that brings together academia, industry, public 

and government in prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of cybercrimes. 

• Good Samaritans can register as Cyber Crime Volunteers in the role of Unlawful Content Flaggers for facilitating 

law enforcement agencies in identifying, reporting and removal of illegal / unlawful online content. 

• Any citizen can register herself under one of three categories: 

 

➢ ‘Cyber Volunteer Unlawful Content Flagger’, 

➢ ‘Cyber Awareness Promoter’, and 

➢ ‘Cyber Expert’. 

Post-registration, the individual can directly report “unlawful content” being circulated over the Internet, which 

presumably includes social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, among others. 

Unlawful Content 

In general, content that violates any law in force in India. Such content may fall under following broad categories: 

• Against sovereignty and integrity of India 

• Against defence of India 

• Against Security of the State 

• Against friendly relations with foreign States 

• Content aimed at disturbing Public Order 

• Disturbing communal harmony 

• Child Sex Abuse material 

Concerns 

• Various groups, including the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF), have expressed concern that the programme 

enables a culture of surveillance and could create potential social distrust by encouraging civilians to report the 

online activities of other citizens. 

• No verification for volunteer’s prior registration as cyber volunteer. 

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre 
It has been established under the Ministry of Home affairs (MHA) to act as a nodal point at National level in the fight 
against cybercrime. 

➢ The scheme to set up I4C was approved in October 2018, to deal with all types of cybercrimes in a 
comprehensive and coordinated manner. 

➢ This state-of-the-art Centre is located in New Delhi. 
➢ Various States and Union Territories have given their consent to set up Regional Cyber Crime Coordination 

Centres. 
Seven Components of the Scheme: 

• National Cyber Crime Threat Analytics Unit, 

• National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal, 

• National Cyber Crime Training Centre, 

http://cybercrime.gov.in/
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• Cyber Crime Ecosystem Management Unit, 

• National Cyber Crime Research and Innovation Centre, 

• National Cyber Crime Forensic Laboratory Ecosystem and 

• Platform for Joint Cyber Crime Investigation Team. 
Objectives: 
To provide a platform to deal with cybercrimes in a coordinated and comprehensive manner. 

➢ To coordinate all activities related to implementation of Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLAT) with 
other countries related to cybercrimes in consultation with the concerned nodal authority in MHA. 

• To create an ecosystem that brings together academia, industry, public and government in prevention, 
detection, investigation and prosecution of cybercrimes. 
 
➢ To identify the research problems and take up R&D activities in developing new technologies and forensic 

tools in collaboration with academia/research institutes within India and abroad. 

• To prevent misuse of cyberspace for furthering the cause of extremist and terrorist groups. 

• Suggest amendments, if required, in cyber laws to keep pace with fast changing technologies and International 
cooperation. 

 

 

CSIR Floriculture Mission 

Why in News? 

Recently, CSIR Floriculture Mission has been approved for implementation in 21 States/UTs wherein available 

knowledgebase in CSIR Institutes will be utilized and leveraged to help Indian farmers and industry re-position itself to 

meet the import requirements. 

➢ CSIR’s Societal Portal has also been launched along with the Android App. 

Key Highlights: 

• Floriculture, or flower farming, is a discipline of horticulture concerned with the cultivation of flowering and 

ornamental plants for gardens and for floristry, comprising the floral industry. 

• This Mission is being implemented in collaboration with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)-

Directorate of Floriculture; KVIC; APEDA, TRIFED; Fragrance and Flavour Development Centre (FFDC), Kannauj, 

Ministry of MSME and Universities. 

• Despite the fact that India has diverse agro-climatic and edaphic conditions, and rich plant diversity, it shares 

only 0.6 % of global floriculture market. 

• At least 1200 million USD worth of floriculture products are being imported by India every year from different 

countries”. 

Along with CSIR, other implementing agencies involved are: 

• Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), 

• Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), 

• APEDA and TRIFED, 

• Fragrance and Flavour Development Centre (FFDC), Kannauj, and 

• Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). 

Significance of the Mission: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/csir-floriculture-mission
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• Raising Income: Floriculture has the potential to provide employment to a large number of people through 

nursery raising, floriculture farming, and entrepreneurship development for nursery trade, value addition and 

export. 

• Agro Climatic diversity: India has diverse agro-climatic and edaphic conditions (physical, chemical, and biological 

properties of soil), and rich plant diversity, still it shares only 0.6% of the global floriculture market. 

• Import Substitution: At least 1200 million USD worth of floriculture products are being imported by India every 

year from different countries. 

• The convergence of Floriculture with Apiculture (beekeeping) as envisaged in the mission will yield even greater 

benefits. 

Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 

• It was established by the Government of India in September 1942 as an autonomous body. It comes under 
the Ministry of Science & Technology. 

• It is known for its cutting edge research and development knowledge base in diverse science and technology 
areas. 

• It has been ranked first in the Nature Ranking Index-2020. 
 

• The Nature Index provides close to a real-time proxy of high-quality research output and collaboration at the 
institutional, national and regional level. 

 

 

INS Karanj 

Why in news? 

The Indian Navy inducted its third Scorpene-class conventional diesel electric submarine, INS Karanj, into service. 

About Scorpene class Submarine: 

• The Scorpene class submarines are one of the most 

advanced conventional submarines in the world. 

• They were designed by French naval shipbuilding firm 

DCNS in partnership with Spanish shipbuilding firm 

Navantia. 

• The submarine has superior stealth features, such as - 

➢ advanced acoustic silencing techniques 

➢ low radiated noise levels 

➢ ability to attack with precision-guided weapons on board 

• The Indian Navy intends to use them for missions such as area surveillance, intelligence gathering, anti-

submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare and minelaying operations. 

• The submarines are armed with six torpedo-launching tubes, 18 heavy weapons, tube-launched MBDA SM-39 

Exocet anti-ship missiles and precision-guided weapons. 

• It can launch crippling attacks on surface and underwater enemy targets. 

• Moreover, the attack submarines can travel at a maximum submerged speed of approximately 20 knots. 

• They have the ability to remain submerged for 21 days. 

• It has a diving depth of more than 350m. 
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What are the other Scorpene-class submarines? 

• The first submarine of the class, INS Kalvari, was commissioned in December 2017. 

• The second, INS Khanderi, was commissioned in September 2019. 

• A fourth submarine, Vela, was launched into the water in May 2019 and the fifth, Vagir, in November 2020, and 

both are undergoing sea trials. 

• The sixth is in an advanced stage of outfitting. 

Special features of INS Karanj: 

• Karanj has been equipped with the best sensors in the world. It is fitted with an integrated platform 

management system to provide centralised propulsion and machinery control. 

• The powerful diesel engines can quickly charge batteries for a stealthy mission profile, and  its modular 

construction enables upgradation to air independent propulsion in future. 

• It is fitted with a permanent magnetic synchronous motor, making it one of the quietest submarines in the 

world. Karanj is also said to be the first truly indigenous submarine. 

What is the history of Karanj? 

• The earlier version of the submarine, which belonged to the Foxtrot class, was first commissioned in 1969 at 

Riga in the erstwhile USSR. A proposal to form a submarine arm, also referred to as the silent arm, of the Indian 

Navy was first envisaged in 1959. 

• It was only in 1964 that the Soviet government agreed for transfer by purchase of four Foxtrot-class submarines, 

of which INS Karanj was a part. All the four constituted the 8th Submarine Squadron and played a key role 

during the 1970-71 Indo-Pak war. 

India’s Biggest Floating Solar Power Plant 

Why in News? 

• India’s largest floating solar power plant of 100 MW capacity, belonging to the National Thermal Power 

Corporation, is expected to be commissioned at Ramagundam in May this year.  

• The floating solar photo-voltaic project would be spread over 450 acres on the water surface of Sri Ram Sagar 

Project reservoir located on Godavari River. This will be the largest floating solar plant in the country in a single 

location as of now. 

About Floating Solar Plants: 

It refers to the deployment of photovoltaic panels on the surface of water bodies. They are a viable alternative to land-

based solar arrays with applications in India. 

➢ There are a large number of major reservoirs in the Southern Region which provides a huge opportunity to go 

for renewable energy in the floating solar method. 

Advantages of floating solar plant: 

• No land occupancy: The main advantage of floating PV plants is that they do not take up any land. 

• Water Conservation: The installation of solar panels on lake or reservoir leads of partial coverage of the water 

body leading to reduced evaporation. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-s-biggest-floating-solar-power-plant
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• Higher Efficiency of Panels: The cooling effect of water on the installed PV modules, helps reduce thermal losses 

which increases the efficiency of panels. Plant operators claim higher efficiencies in the range of 5-16% from 

floating solar power plants compared to land based PV plants 

• Longer Module Life: The cooling effect on modules slows down long term heat induced degradation of solar 

modules thereby leading to higher module and plant life 

• Easy Cleaning & Less Water Consumption: Regular cleaning of solar modules is easier as water is readily 

available. Also, water loss is lesser as the water used in cleaning the panels goes back into the reservoir. 

Challenges: 

• Higher Investment: Installing a floating solar power plant with current technologies requires at least thrice the 

investments cost compared to land-based solar power plants. 

• The other challenges include rusting of components from constant contact with water; anchoring the floats to 

the water body so that they can withstand high velocity winds and floods. Since this is new technology, there 

are no historical evidences to understand the long term impact of modules, cables, floats etc on aquatic life. 

• Local manufacturing of floats in India is another area that will require significant boost to meet such high 

requirements. 

Asteroid 2001 FO32 

Why in News? 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has predicted that the asteroid ‘2001 FO32’ is the largest to 

pass by Earth in 2021. It will be at its closest on 21st March. 

• It will provide a rare opportunity for astronomers to get a good look at a rocky relic that formed at the dawn of 

our solar system. 

Key Highlights: 

• When it is at its closest, the distance of 2 million km is equal to 5¼ times the distance from Earth to the Moon. It 

has been designated a “potentially hazardous asteroid”. 

• During this approach, 2001 FO32 will pass by at about 124,000 kph – faster than the speed at which most 

asteroids encounter Earth. 

• The reason for the asteroid’s unusually speedy close approach is its highly eccentric orbit around the Sun, an 

orbit that is tilted 39° to Earth’s orbital plane. 

• 2001 FO32 will still be the largest asteroid to pass this close to our planet in 2021. The last notably large asteroid 

close approach was that of 1998 OR2 on April 29, 2020. 

• The March 21 encounter will provide an opportunity for astronomers to get a more precise understanding of the 

asteroid’s size and albedo (i.e. how bright, or reflective, its surface is), and a rough idea of its composition. 

 

                                            

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/asteroid-2001-fo32
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Himachal Current Affairs: 

Seabuckthorn Plantation in the Cold Desert 

Why in News? 

The Himachal Pradesh government has decided to start planting seabuckthorn in the cold desert areas of the state. 

About Seabuckthorn: 

• It’s a shrub which produces an orange-yellow coloured edible berry. 

• In India, it is found above the tree line in the Himalayan region, generally in dry areas such as the cold deserts 

of Ladakh and Spiti. 

• In Himachal Pradesh, it is locally called chharma and grows in the wild in Lahaul and Spiti and parts of Kinnaur. 

• A major part is covered by this plant in Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

• The Seabuckthorn Plantation has many Ecological, Medicinal and Economical benefits. 

 

Ecological Benefits: 

 

• Seabuckthorn is a soil-binding plant which prevents soil-erosion, checks siltation in rivers and helps preserve 

floral biodiversity. 

• In the Lahaul valley, where willow trees are dying in large numbers due to pest attack, this hardy shrub is a good 

alternative for protecting the local ecology. 

• Grows well in dry regions and becomes much more important especially in the light of reduced water flow from 

Himalayan glaciers. 

Medicinal Benefits: 

 

• As a folk medicine, seabuckthorn has been widely used for treating stomach, heart and skin problems. 

• Its fruit and leaves are rich in vitamins, carotenoids and omega fatty acids and it can help troops in acclimatising 

to high-altitude. 

• In the last few decades, scientific research worldwide has backed many of its traditional uses. 

Economical Benefits: 

 

• Seabuckthorn also has commercial value, as it is used in making juices, jams, nutritional capsules etc. 

• It is an important source of fuelwood and fodder. 

• However, wild Seabuckthorn cannot sustainably supply raw material to the industry, and the plant needs to be 

cultivated on a large scale as is being done in China. 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/seabuckthorn-plantation-in-the-cold-desert
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/India%20lost%20One-Third%20of%20its%20Coastline%20Due%20to%20Soil%20Erosion
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/biodiversity-conservation-and-indigenous-people
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Rs. 34 crores in Solan 

Why in News? 

The Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh Jai Ram Thakur on March 7, 2021, inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of 

projects worth Rs. 34 crores in Solan. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Chief Minister inaugurated the increase of Tehsil Kandaghat, Lift Water Supply Scheme Badron, Gram 

Panchayat Satrol constructed worth Rs. 1.41 crores. 

• A COVID ICU hospital at the Regional Hospital Solan has also been constructed at Rs. 93 lakh. 

• On the occasion, Rs. 2 crores have been announced for Transport Nagar Solan, Rs. 2 crores will be for the 

planned development of 17 wards of the Municipal Corporation, Solan, and Rs. 2 crores for the three new 

parking at Solan. 

• A CT Scan and Digital X-ray plant will also be established in Civil Hospital Solan and adequate posts of doctors 

will be filled in Kandaghat and Solan hospitals. 

• Work on the indoor stadium Solan and Kandaghat Stadium will also be taken by the state government soon.. 

Budget Highlights: 

The Himachal Pradesh Government presented a budget of Rs. 50,192 crores for the year 2021-22. No new taxes are 

proposed in the budget estimates for 2021-22. 

Key Highlights: 

1. The Government has kept a target of filling up 30,000 functional posts in 2021-22. 

2. The Government will fill 4,000 (four thousand) posts of different categories in Health Department 

3. 4,000 posts of different category teachers in Education Department 

4. 8,000 posts of Multi Task Part Time Workers in Education Department 

5. 5,000 posts of Multi Task Part Time Workers in PWD  

6. 5,000 posts of Para Fitters, Pump Operators & Multi Task Part Time Workers in Jal Shakti Department 

 

• In addition to this, functional posts of Police Personnel, Technical Posts in State Electricity Board, Drivers & 

Conductors in HRTC, Junior Engineers, Assistant Engineers, Officials in Revenue Department, Doctors & Officials 

in Animal Husbandry, staff for Urban Local Bodies, Technical Assistants and gram Rojgar Sahayaks in Panchayats, 

JOA (IT), Teachers & Instructors in Technical Education Department and class-IV employees, etc. will also be 

filled up.  

• Class-IV employees are eligible to be promoted to the ministerial posts through two channels namely Limited 

Direct Recruitment and promotion, on turn. I announce that henceforth, they will also be eligible for promotion 

to the post of Junior Office Assistant (IT). 

The government has proposed 

1. An outlay of Rs. 8,024 crores on Education during 2021-22 

2. Rs. 543 crore for Horticulture Sector in 2021-22 

3. Outlay of Rs. 3,016 crore for health services 

4. Outlay of Rs. 377 crore for Transport Corporation 
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5. Outlay of Rs.4,502 crore for the PWD in 2021-22 

6. Outlay of Rs.25 crore for development of Ropeways during 2021-22 

7. Outlay of Rs.1,016 crore for civil aviation during 2021-22 

Announcements were made to 

1. To enhance the maximum limit of remuneration of all categories of teachers under SMC by Rs. 500 per month. 

2. Raise remuneration of IT teachers deployed on outsourced basis in different schools. 

3. Provide hygiene kits to the Mid Day Meal workers in 2021-22. 

4. The honorarium of Mid Day Meal Workers and Water Carriers will be enhanced by Rs.300 per month. 

5. Increase in the stipend of PG students, Junior Residents, Senior Residents, DM/M.ch students by Rs.5,000 per 

month. 

6. Increase ASHA worker honorarium by Rs.750 per month 

7. Increase in the honorarium of part time workers engaged in Revenue Department by Rs.300 per month. 

8. Increase monthly honorarium of Nambardars by Rs.300 

9. Increase in the honorarium of Water Guards, Para Fitters and Pump Operators by Rs.300 per month. 

10. Increase in the minimum daily wage from Rs.275 to Rs. 300 per day 

11. Increase in the honorarium being given to Aanganwari Workers by Rs.500 per month, to Mini Aanganwari 

Workers by Rs.300 per month and to Aanganwari Helpers by Rs.300 per month. 

Other Announcements 

1. Reservation for women in direct recruitment for the posts of Constables and Sub-Inspectors in the Police 

Department will be increased up to 25 percent in a phased manner 

2. PET scan machine will be installed in IGMC, Shimla during 2021- 22 

3. CT Scan and MRI machines will be provided in the Medical College Tanda 

4. Hamirpur and Nahan Medical Colleges will be provided MRI machine with an outlay of Rs.70 crore 

5. Super Speciality Hospital, Chamiyana, Shimla being built with a total cost of Rs.278 crore will be made functional 

during 2021-22. In addition, the new OPD Block and Trauma Centre being constructed with a cost of Rs.103 

crore and Rs.25 crore respectively at IGMC Shimla will also be made functional in 2021-22. 

6. Rs.772 crore will be spent for infrastructure improvement in the State Medical Colleges located at Shimla, 

Tanda, Nahan, Hamirpur, Chamba and Nerchowk and also in the Dental College at Shimla. This expenditure has 

risen by 28 percent from Rs. 554 crore. 

7. From 2021-22 all HIMCARE beneficiaries of above 70 years of age and all orphan children living in the Bal 

Ashrams of the State will be covered under the scheme without having to make any contribution 

8. New eligible families will also be provided gas connection under the scheme and free cylinder refill will continue 

to be given. Government will spend Rs.20 crore on this scheme in the next year. 

9. To create market niche for organic produce, it is proposed to register and certify farmers engaged in this 

practice and their produce will be branded with a budget of Rs.20 crore in 2021-22. 

10. Creation of a “Research and Development Fund” for the Agriculture and Horticulture Universities of the State. 

This fund will be established with an initial corpus of Rs.5 crore. 

11. In 2021-22, 4,000 hectare of additional land is proposed to be brought under the HIMCAD Scheme at a cost of 

Rs.83 crore, which is double of the earlier budget provision. 

Under the Rs.1,000 crore World Bank-funded Horticulture Development Project, following initiatives will be taken in 

2021-22, besides other activities:- 

1. Five lakh root stocks will be imported. 
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2. 8 thousand hectares command area will be provided minor irrigation facilities through 200 Water Users 

Associations. 

3. A Gene Repository would be established in Dr. Y.S. Parmar University, Nauni. 

4. The work of CA stores and Pack Houses at JarolTikker, Rohru, Oddi, Patlikuhl and Tutupani will be completed. 

5. An Apple Juice Concentrate Plant will be established in the plant at Parala, Shimla 

Other Announcements 

• Increase in milk procurement price by Rs. 2 for dairy farmers. During 2021-22 an outlay of Rs. 28 crore is 

proposed for MILKFED 

• Rs. 248 crore will be provided to the Panchayati Raj Institutions in 2021-22 as per the recommendations of 5th 

State Finance Commission. In addition Rs. 409 crore provided by the Central Government will be spent for rural 

development programmes through these institutions. 

• SHGs willing to take a loan up to Rs.5,00,000 to increase their activities and develop their entrepreneurship will 

be provided interest subvention on same rates for additional amount of Rs.2,00,000. Rs.10 crore will be spent 

annually on this subsidy 

• Launching a new scheme “HIM IRA Rasoi (Canteen)” on pilot basis under which SHGs will run canteens in 

Technical Education Institutions and government offices to provide additional livelihood opportunities for Self 

Help Groups. The successful model of “She-Haat” started in Sirmour District will be replicated in other districts 

as well with the participation of Women Self Help Groups 

• It is proposed to construct 100 Community Sanitary Complexes in Gram Panchayats. 16 Plastic Waste 

Management Plants and 12 Goverdhan projects will be established under ‘Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)’. 

Solid and Liquid Waste Management activities will be started in 2,400 villages. 

• New plantation on 12,000 hectare land was targeted in 2020-21. Target and new plantation will be done on 

14,000 hectare land in 2021-22 

• Water storage facilities will be created to tap perennial streams by building check dams to increase moisture 

content in forest areas. Each such dam/pond would be able to retain 8 to 10 lakh litres of water. 

• 300 dams/ Forest Conservation and Forest Based Livelihoods 85 reservoirs will be constructed in the next 2 

years on which Rs.100 crore would be spent. 

• Double the diet money of the participants from Rs.50 to Rs.100 at Block level, from Rs. 60 to Rs.120 at Zonal and 

District level and from Rs. 75 to Rs.150 at the State level. 

• Purchase 200 new buses including Electric buses to replace old buses in 2021-22. 

• Grant of one crore rupees each to the newly notified Municipal Corporations of Solan, Palampur and Mandi to 

strengthen the basic infrastructure 

• Grant of Rs. 20 lakh each for the newly notified Nagar Panchayats during 2021-22 will be provided. 

• Following works worth Rs.94 crore in Shimla to be completed through Shimla Jal Prabandhan Nigam in the 

coming year: 

• Sewage Treatment Plants at Lal Pani, Malyana and Dhali being upgraded at a cost of about Rs.63 crore. 

• New Sewage Treatment Plant being constructed with a cost of Rs.13 crore in Ashwini Khad. 

• Sewer Network and Sewage Treatment Plant for residents of Tutu area with a cost of Rs.12 crore. 

• Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant with a capacity of 2.5 Kilolitre per day at Lal Pan 

• The construction work of Faecal Sludge and Septage Management Plant will be started with a total cost of Rs.10 

crore. 

• In addition, 7000 LED lights worth Rs.25 crore will be installed in Dharamshala in 2021-22. 
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• Under Shimla Smart City Project many important works will be completed in 2021-22. These works 94 include 

construction of smart path between Sanjauli and IGMC; construction of multi storey parking near IGMC; 

widening of the Circular Road and construction of pedestrian paths along side; stabilization of the Ridge; 

construction of foot over bridges and escalators at various places; installation of smart meters and construction 

of smart school in Krishna Nagar etc. Rs.258 crore will be spent to speedup execution of these works. 

• The State Government has received in- principle approval to execute a project worth Rs.800 crore for Disaster 

Risk Reduction with the assistance of the French Development Agency. 

• 3 lakh new connections will be provided during 2021-22 under Jal Jeevan Mission of the Government of India. In 

2020-21 all households have been provided connections in Kinnaur, Lahaul & Spiti and Una districts. In 2021-22, 

three more districts namely Solan, Hamirpur and Bilaspur will be fully covered under the scheme. 

• The State Government will spend Rs. 604 crore as energy charges in 2021-22 for running drinking water and 

irrigation schemes. 

• Solar power based drinking water supply scheme will be constructed in Paonta Sahib on experimental basis in 

2021-22. At least 10 more such schemes will be identified which are power guzzlers and have scope for solar 

energy driven pumping of water. Solar Plants will be installed at such locations to reduce energy charges. 

• Sewage Schemes and STPs are being constructed in important areas of the State namely Parwanoo, Kala Amb, 

Nalagarh, Baddi 97 and at some places on Beas river in Kullu and Mandi Districts. Rs. 364 crore will be spent on 

these. An outlay of Rs. 200 crore is proposed for these schemes in 2021-22. 

• Enhance the present limit of project 99 cost from Rs.60 lakh to Rs.1 crore under “Mukhayamantri Swablamban 

Yojana”.  In addition, the grant limit on eligible plant and machinery is proposed to be enhanced from Rs.40 lakh 

to Rs.60 lakhs. In 2021-22, an expenditure of Rs.100 crore is expected under the Scheme. 

• The State Government has decided in November, 2020 to give one time relaxation to all the power producers to 

construct pending hydroelectric projects at an early date. 

• During the 2021-22, projects of around 755 MW capacity are likely to be commissioned, which include Bajoli 

Holi (180 MW), Parvati-II (400 MW), Tidong-I (150 MW) and Lambadug (25 MW). 

• All Electro-mechanical Meters will be replaced with Electronic Meters in 2021-22. 

• It is proposed to distribute off-grid solar power plants of 250 W capacity each to 1500 BPL families during 2021- 

22 in the far flung areas of Pangi valley and Lahaul & Spiti. 

• Set up roof top solar energy plants in all health and education institutions in a phased manner which will be 

connected with the grid. Target of 2 MW is fixed for the year 2021-22 under this scheme. 

• The youth of the state can now register themselves online for Skill Development Allowance and Industrial Skill 

Labour and Employment 106 Development Allowance Scheme 2018. Counselling programme for these 

beneficiaries will also be started. State Government will spend Rs.100 crore for these allowances. 167. 

Employment to 7,000 people will be provided in private sector through ‘Rojgar Melas’ and ‘Campus Interviews’. 

• Government has prepared a shelf of 27 roads with the cost of Rs.641 crore and posed it for funding under 

Central Road Fund. 

• An amount of Rs. 75 crore to be spent in 2021-22 under ‘Mukhya Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna’ 

• An amount of Rs.50 crore shall be spent on W-metal beam crash barriers to increase road safety. 

• Aim to have total road length of 40,000 kilometres by 2022. Similarly, the length of black-top roads will be 

increased from 30,244 kilometres to 34,000 kilometres by 2022. 

• Aim to have total road length of 40,000 kilometres by 2022. Similarly, the length of black-top roads will be 

increased from 30,244 kilometres to 34,000 kilometres by 2022. 

Following targets for PWD Department in 2021-22: 
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1. Metalling and Tarring : 2,000 Kilometres 

2. Construction of Motorable Roads : 1,000 Kilometres   

3. Cross Drainage : on 945 Kilometre roads 

4. Bridges to be constructed : 80 

5. Villages to be connected with roads : 90 

6. Road up-gradation : 800 Kilometres 

7. Periodic Renewal : 2,200 Kilometres 

More Announcements  

• Continue implementation of ‘Mukhya Mantri Yuva Khel Protsahan Yojana’ during 2021-22 also and propose an 

expenditure of Rs.10.22 crore on its implementation. 

• In 2021-22, the construction work of indoor stadia in Sundernagar and Solan; Hockey Astroturf at Majra will be 

started with a cost of Rs.14.50 crore 

• Provide post birth grant of Rs.21,000 in the shape of fixed deposit at the time of birth by rationalizing and 

unifying the Women and Child Development, Welfare of the Weaker Sections/ Social Security Pension 114 two 

schemes. 

• The young girls belonging to Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Classes of BPL families will 

be provided a grant of Rs.31,000 at the time to their marriage. An expenditure of Rs.50 crore is proposed for 

this. 

• A new scheme ‘Swaran Jayanti Naari Sambal Yojana’ from 2021-22 with an objective to expand social security 

net for elderly women of Himachal Pradesh. All the eligible elderly women in the age group of 65-69 years, 

irrespective of any income criteria, will be provided social security pension of Rs.1,000 per month. This 115 will 

benefit about 60,000 elderly women and an amount of Rs.55 crore is proposed to be spent on it. 

• Approximately, 6.60 lakh persons will be covered under different social security pension schemes with the 

implementation of these announcements 

• 757 new CCTV Cameras will be installed and existing 651 CCTV Cameras will be upgraded in all the Police 

Stations. All district control rooms will be modernized and will be linked to each other and State Headquarters. 

Police Department will work on the Intelligent Traffic Management System with an propose an outlay of Rs.9 

crore to meet these objectives. 

• Proposal to increase the allocation to Rs.100 crore to clear the pendency of medical reimbursement claims of 

retired Government servants 

Jan Aushadhi Kendra at Chail 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur online inaugurated Jan Aushadhi Kendra at Chail in Solan district under the Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Aushadhi Yojana of the Government of India. 

About Jan Aushadhi Scheme: 

• Jan Aushadhi Scheme has been implemented in the Pharmaceutical Department of the Government of India 

with an objective of making qualitative generic medicines available at affordable rates for all. Medicines and 

other equipments were procured from reputed pharmaceutical companies for these Jan Aushadhi stores.  
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Key Highlights: 

• The Centre would go a long way in providing generic medicines to the people of the area at a reasonable price.  

• Generic medicines, surgical and other medical treatment related consumables were being made available under 

this scheme through these centres.  

• The rates of all these medicines and medical devices were much less than the medicines and consumables 

available in the market.   

• This will provide much needed relief to the poor and weaker sections of the society.  

Him Annapurna Food Van 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur today flagged off Mobile Kitchen Him Annapurna Food Van under the State Rural 

Livelihoods Mission of the Rural Development Department from Oak. 

Key Highlights: 

• The food van was being operated by a self-help group, which would provide employment opportunities to 

women besides strengthening their economy. 

• Traditional cuisine would be served in this food van which would be operationalized by women only.   

• Out of the total cost of Rs. 1.50 lakh for the Food Van, 50 percent amount would be provided to women from 

the Community Investment Fund provided under the State Rural Livelihoods Mission, whereas the remaining 

50 percent amount would be provided by the department under Corporate Social Responsibility Fund. 

• This initiative would help in realizing Prime Minister's dream of Self-reliant India and would also provide 

employment opportunities to women self-help groups. 

 

Forest Fire Awareness vehicles 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur flagged off three Forest Fire Awareness vehicles from Oak on 10th March under the 

Himachal Pradesh Forest Department’s fire preparedness programme for 2021 season.  

  

Key Highlights: 

• Forest fire posed a threat not only to the forest wealth but also to the entire regime including fauna and flora by 

disturbing the bio-diversity, ecology and environment of the region. He said that during summers or in dry 

months when there is no rain, forests become littered with dry material including pine needles.  

• There are indirect effects of forest fire in the form of loss of timber increment, loss of soil fertility, soil erosion, 

drying up of water sources and loss to biodiversity. 

• Livelihoods of rural people are intricately linked to the forests ecosystem and long term health of the forest was 

more beneficial than the short term goal of fresh grass. 

• These vehicles would travel on three different routes in the State in the coming eight days and sensitize the 

community and stakeholders about the effects of the forest fires through PA systems equipped in each 

vehicle.  

http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/21169.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/21169.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/21173.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/21173.jpg
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Dadi Gulzar 

In news: 

Governor Shri Bandaru Dattatraya has expressed grief over the demise of  Rajyogini Brahma Kumari Dr. Dadi Hirdaya 

Mohini, Global Chief of the Brahma Kumaris, affectionately known as Dadi Gulzar, who passed away at the age of 93 

after a prolonged illness at Saifee Hospital, Mumbai on 11th March. 

Sub-Tehsil for Raja Ka Talab 

In news: 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has announced Sub-Tehsil for Raja Ka Talab to be opened in the premises of the office of 

Commissioner (Relief and Rehabilitation) in Fatehpur constituency of Kangra district.  

Loktantra Praharies 

Why in News? 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur said that emergency was an important part of independent India and those who raised 

voice against it and struggled hard during this period should always be remembered. 

Key Points: 

• In order to pay respect and honour the immense contribution made by the persons who were jailed during 

emergency, the State Government has organised Loktantra Prahari Samman function. 

• Himachal Pradesh Government had decided to start Loktantra Prahari Samman Yojna to honour the persons 

who were put behind bars during emergency. 

• Loktantra Prahari Samman function organised at Shimla, on 21th March. 

New HPPSC Chairman 

In news: 

Governor Bandaru Dattatraya administered oath of office and secrecy to Ajay Kumar as Chairman of Himachal Pradesh 

Public Service Commission in a simple but impressive ceremony held at Raj Bhawan, Shimla, on 24th March. 

Piyush Sharma 

In news: 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has congratulated Piyush Sharma on winning bronze medal in the National Para 

Table Tennis Championships held in Indore. 

• Piyush Sharma is the first player from the State to play table tennis on a wheel chair.  

• Presently, he is pursuing higher education on fellowship in Gurugram. 

• He has done B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering from NIT Hamirpur. 
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Swarnim Pushp Vatika 

In news: 

Governor Bandaru Dattatraya inaugurated Swarnim Pushp Vatika developed by Seema Scouts at Government Degree 

College Seema of Rohru in district Shimla and also launched Holistic Development through Scouting Model of 

Sustainable Livelihood through virtual media from Raj Bhavan. 

Defence: 

➢ Suryakirans, Sarang and Light Combat Aircraft Tejas will participate in an air show in Colombo from March 3 to 5 

as part of the 70th-anniversary celebrations of the Sri Lankan Air Force.  

➢ The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in the Exercise Desert Flag-VI along with the air forces of the UAE, the 

US, France, Saudi Arabia, South Korea and Bahrain for the first time.  

➢ The first of its kind in North Kashmir, Community Radio Station with the tagline “Radio Chinar 90.4, Har Dil Ki 

Dhadkan” was inaugurated 04 Mar 2021 by the Indian Army for the Awam in Mazbugh, Sopore.   

➢ The Second edition of India - Uzbekistan joint military exercise DUSTLIK II commenced in Foreign Training Node 

Chaubatia, Ranikhet in Uttarakhand.  

➢ India’s third stealth Scorpene-class submarine INS Karanj, was commissioned into the Indian Navy in Mumbai.  

➢ The Indian Navy provided technical assistance to a stranded merchant vessel at sea.  

➢ Indian Naval Ship (INS) Jalashwa reached Port Anjouan in Comoros to deliver 1,000 tonnes of rice as part of the 

Mission Sagar-IV.  

➢ Indian Navy undertook Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Royal Bahrain Naval Force Corvette Al Muharraq in the 

Persian Gulf under Operation Sankalp.  

➢ The defence ministry finalised a contract with Mahindra Defence Systems Ltd (MDSL) to procure 1,300 light 

combat vehicles for the Indian Army at a cost of Rs 1,056 crore.  

➢ Pakistan will hold Pabbi-Antiterror-2021, under the aegis of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation later this year.   

➢ Indian Coast Guard ship ‘Vajra’, the sixth offshore patrol vessel to enhance coastal security, was formally 

commissioned into service.  

➢ In the first, the navies of India and Madagascar conducted joint patrolling of Madagascar’s  

➢ Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and also conducted a Passage Exercise (PASSEX).  

➢ India is to participate in France-led naval drill La Perouse for the first time in the Bay of Bengal.  

Sports: 

➢ The Indian trio of Mairaj Ahmed Khan, Angad Vir Singh Bajwa and Gurjoat Khangura won the bronze medal in 

men’s skeet team event at the International Shooting Sport Federation tournament (ISSF) Shotgun World Cup in 

Cairo.  

➢ India's star wrestler Vinesh Phogat defeated 2017 world champion V Kaladzinskay to win the gold medal at the 

Outstanding Ukrainian Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial tournament.  

➢ The All India Football Federation confirmed Odisha as the venue for the 2020-21 edition of the Indian  

➢ Women’s League.  

➢ In Boxing, Deepak Kumar (52kg) wins the silver medal at the 72nd Strandja Memorial Tournament in Sofia, 

Bulgaria.  

➢ The Indian Deaf Cricket Association (IDCA) affiliated and recognized by the Deaf International Cricket Council 

(DICC) will organize the 2nd ODI National Zone Cricket Championship league for the deaf from March 1 to 5, 

2021.   
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➢ Mumbai City FC beat ATK Mohun Bagan 2-0 and finished at the top of the ongoing Indian Super League, thereby 

clinching the ISL League Winners Shield and securing a spot in the 2022 AFC Champions League.  

➢ Indian shuttlers Varun Kapur and Malvika Bansod registered hard-fought wins to clinch the men's and women's 

singles titles respectively at the 2021 Uganda International in Kampala.  

➢ India captain Virat Kohli has recorded another century, albeit not on the pitch this time, as he became the first 

cricketer in the world to have 100 million followers on social media platform Instagram.  

➢ India defeated England in the final Cricket test match at Ahmedabad to enter the final of the inaugural edition of 

the World Test Championship.   

➢ The 35th edition of the Boxam International Tournament was held at Castellon, in Spain.  

➢ Vinesh Phogat continued her golden return to wrestling after she defeated Canada’s Diana Weicker 4-0 to win 

gold medal at Matteo Pellicone Rome Rankings.   

➢ India's premier off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin was named the ICC men's Player of the Month for February.  

➢ India's ace shuttler PV Sindhu settled for a silver medal in the BWF Swiss Open Super 300 at Basel.  

➢ World rapid chess champion Koneru Humpy has won the BBC Indian Sportswoman-of-the-Year award 2021.  

➢ Tamil Nadu's Chadalavada Anandha Bhavani Devi became the first-ever fencer from India to qualify for the 

Olympic Games.   

➢ The Government announced the Rajya Sabha would soon set up a world class winter sports academy in 

Gulmarg.  

➢ The International Cricket Council (ICC) has imposed an eight years ban on former UAE Cricketers Mohammad 

Naveed and Shaiman Anwar from all cricket, for trying to fix matches during the T20 World Cup qualifiers in 

2019.  

➢ International Boxing Association (AIBA) announced that Asian Boxing Championships 2021 will be hosted by 

New Delhi, India from May 21-31.   

➢ Sprinter S Dhanalakshmi beat national record holder Dutee Chand to win the women's 100m sprint final in the 

Federation Cup Senior National Athletics Championships in Patiala.  

➢ The KRL Stadium in Rawalpindi has been renamed after former Pakistan speedster Shoaib Akhtar.  

➢ Former Ireland skipper Gary Wilson announced his retirement from professional cricket.  

➢ Mumbai captain Prithvi Shaw became the first player to breach the 800-run mark in a single edition of the Vijay 

Hazare Trophy.  

➢ The Sports Ministry has decided to extend the Khelo India scheme for a period of five years, from 2021- 22 to 

2025-26.  

➢ India Legends defeated Sri Lanka Legends by 14 runs in the final of Road Safety World Series to clinch the title.  

➢ In badminton,Malaysia's Lee Zii Jia has won the All England Badminton Championships men's title as he defeated 

Denmark's Viktor Axelsen in the summit clash.  

➢ Girl Gang, a track by New Zealand singer Gin Wigmore, has been announced as the official song of the 2022 ICC 

Women's World Cup.   

➢ India captain Virat Kohli and vice-captain Rohit Sharma are among the India batsmen to progress in the ICC 

Men's T20I Player Rankings after clinching the home series against England 3-2 in Ahmedabad.   

➢ India ended the 2021 World Shooting Para Sport competitions with seven medals.  

➢ The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) announced the venues for the AFC Women's Asian Cup 2022.  

➢ All-rounder Thisara Perera became the first Sri Lankan to hit six sixes from one over.  

➢ India finished at the top of the medals table at the 2021 ISSF World Cup New Delhi.  

➢ Lewis Hamilton won the 2021 Bahrain Grand Prix.  
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Books & Authors: 

➢ Anindya Dutta has written the book titled “Advantage India: The Story of Indian Tennis”.   

➢ The autobiography of ‘Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan’(Freedom Fighter), titled “The Frontier Gandhi: My Life and 

Struggle” has been released.  

➢ The book, titled Dynasty to Democracy: The Untold Story of Smriti Irani’s Triumph, is set to be released.  

➢ The Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari released a digital e-book titled Dawn Under The Dome.  

➢ Former PepsiCo CEO Indra Nooyi has published her memoir titled My Life in Full: Work, Family and Our Future.  

➢ Hon’ble Vice President of India, Sri M. Venkaiah Naidu launched the The Book “Bringing Governments and 

People Closer” A development practitioner’s prescription was launched through virtual mode.  

➢ Actor Samir Soni will release his debut book, My Experiments With Silence, later this year.This book will be 

published by OM Books International in 2021.  

➢ A Book Titles Indians: A Brief History of A Civilization” Authored by Namit Arora. It is published by India Viking.  

➢ The American author Carmen Maria Machado has won the £30,000 Rathbones Folio prize.   

➢ The book of Daribha lyndem titled NAME PLACE ANIMAL THING .It was Published by Zubaan Publishers Private 

Limited.  

Agreements and MoUs Signed: 

➢ As part of the Maritime India Summit 2021, Cochin Port Trust has signed three MoU’s for developing a  

➢ Free Trade Warehousing Zone, Cryogenic Warehous and Aviation Fuel Terminal.  

➢ The Visakhapatnam Port Trust (VPT) has signed MoUs worth about Rs 30,000 crore with port-led industries and 

government agencies ahead of the Maritime India Summit 2021, which will be held in virtual mode from March 

2.  

➢ The Dharwad-headquartered Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank (KVGB) has signed memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with Our Food Pvt Ltd, Visakhapatnam, for arranging cost-effective processing units to 

farmers through the bank loan.    

➢ The agreements are in the   fields   of   renewable   energy   and   agriculture.   The Cabinet on approved two 

Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with France and Fiji.   

➢ India and the Philippines have signed a key agreement to facilitate government-to-government deals on military 

hardware, including the potential supply of BrahMos cruise missiles.  

➢ The Institute of Company Secretaries of   India   has signed a memorandum of   understanding   with the Cochin 

University of Science and Technology for academic collaboration in which three top students from the School of 

Legal Studies of the University will be bestowed with the ICSI Signature Gold Award       

➢ The Union Cabinet was approved Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Union Ministry of 

Youth Affairs and Sports and the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Community Empowerment of Maldives for 

cooperation in Sports and Youth Affairs.  

➢ Tech Mahindra acquired a 70 percent stake in Ireland-based Perigord Asset Holdings Ltd for around Rs 182 crore 

and plans to buy the remaining 30 per cent shareholding over a period of four years.  

➢ WE HUB, an exclusive incubator for women-led startups, has signed an agreement with the University of Bolton, 

based in the UK.  

➢ The Textile Ministry has put its weight behind an early limited Free Trade Deal between India and the UK which, 

it says, must include tariff reduction for textile and clothing items, resulting in possible gains for the sector, 

officials have said.  

➢ Power Grid Corporation of India signed a share purchase agreement with Jaiprakash Power Ventures (JPVL) for 

acquisition of 74% stake of JPVL in Jaypee PowerGrid at an aggregate consideration of Rs 351.64 crore.  
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➢ The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the acquisition of 51 percent stake in Odisha power utility 

NESCO from Grid Corporation of Odisha (GRIDCO).  

➢ HCL Technologies announced its support for RISE with SAP, an offering by SAP that helps clients take their 

business-critical elements into the cloud, thereby accelerating their digital transformation and the value 

realization of their investments on their journey to becoming an “intelligent enterprise.”  

➢ The Union Cabinet was apprised of the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) signed between Department of 

Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation of Ministry of Jal Shakti and Water and Disaster 

Management Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan in the field of Water 

Resources.  

➢ The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Union Public 

Service Commission (UPSC), India and Independent Administrative Reforms and Civil Services Commission 

(IARCSC), Afghanistan.  

➢ State-owned Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) has signed a memorandum of understanding with CNB Logitech 

to monitor, track and optimize the movement of 5 million containers through the port located near Mumbai.  

➢ The government has fully exited Tata Communications Ltd by selling its 26.12% stake and has netted Rs 8,846 

crore in the process, the department of investment and public asset management (DIPAM).  

➢ To improve air quality of 132 cities under the action plan proposed in the National Clean Air Programme, a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with different stakeholders were signed in the presence of the union 

environment minister Prakash Javadekar.  

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with his Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka.   

➢ India and Bangladesh signed 5 MoUs in the fields of trade, IT and setting up of sports facilities on the concluding 

day of the 2-day long official visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  

➢ Vaccine developers Bharat Biotech International, Biovet and Sapigen Biologix on March 29 collaborated with 

CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Technology to enhance indigenous vaccines and health care solutions.   

➢ State-run Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL) will buy out the share of its JV (joint venture) partner SP 

Ports Pvt. Ltd (SPPPL) in 5 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) LNG re-gasification terminal at Chhara, 

Gujarat.  

➢ The Indian Government has announced it will sell a 15% stake in Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) to raise nearly 

$103m (Rs7.5bn).  

➢ Edelweiss Infrastructure Yield Plus (EIYP), an alternative investment fund by Edelweiss Alternative Asset 

Advisors, acquired 74 per cent stake in French energy major, Engie Group’s, solar portfolio in India.  

➢ Low-cost carrier and country's largest regional player, homegrown carrier SpiceJet said it has signed a 

Memorandum of   Understanding   (MoU)   with   New   York-based   Avenue Capital Group, for financing, 

acquisition and sale and lease-back of 50 new planes.   

➢ The BPCL sold its entire 61.5% stake in Numaligarh Refinery (NRL) in Assam to a consortium of Oil India and 

Engineers India and government of Assam for Rs 9,876 crore.  

Ranks & Indices: 

➢ Asia's richest person and Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani has been ranked eighth on the Hurun 

Global Rich List 2021.   

➢ Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri announced the release of the final rankings of Ease 

of Living Index-2020 and the Municipal Performance Index-2020 in New Delhi in an online event.  

➢ Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has congratulated 12 Indian Institutions on  

➢ securing a position in top 100 in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2021.  

➢ US conservative think-tank, the Heritage Foundation launched the Economic Freedom Index 2021.  
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➢ India has gone down13 spots to rank at 56th place in the latest global home price index 2020 released by 

property consultant Knight Frank.  

➢ New Delhi was the world’s most polluted capital for the third straight year in 2020, according to IQAir.  

➢ India’s arms imports fell 33 % between the 2011-15 and 2016-20 report released by the Sweden-based think-

tank Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).  

➢ China has the strongest military force in the world while India stands at number four, according to a  

➢ study titled “ultimate military strength index”released by defence website Military Direct.  

➢ India ranked 40 among 53 global economies on the latest annual edition of the International Intellectual 

Property (IP) Index.  

➢ The “World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives” was released by the World Bank    

➢ Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the year 2020 was the best year in history for the global wind industry as this 

sector installed 93GW of new capacity in 2020, according to a new report titled ‘Global Wind Report 2021, 

released by the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC-Headquarters location: Brussels, Belgium).  

 

Summits & Conferences: 

➢ Health Minister Harsh Vardhan has virtually addressed the Global Indian Physicians Congress, organised by the 

Global Association for Physicians of Indian Origin (GAPIO), through video conference.  

➢ The Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

inaugurated the second edition of Global Bio-India-2021 in New Delhi through virtual mode.   

➢ Union health minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan addresses the inaugural session of TechBharat 2021,   

➢ Minister of Culture and Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated the All-Women’s Art Exhibition titled ‘Akshya 

Patra’ at Rabindra Bhavan Galleries in New Delhi on the occasion of International Women’s Day.   

➢ The President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind laid the foundation stone for the conservation works of Singorgarh 

Fort in Singrampur village of Damoh district in Madhya Pradesh.  

➢ The first historic virtual summit of Quadrilateral leaders began  

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the fourth edition of the Global Ayurveda Festival through video 

conference.  

➢ Union Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Kiren Rijiju met the President of Inter Parliamentary 

Union, (IPU) Duarte Pacheco.  

➢ The Sixth India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) Women’s Forum meeting was held virtually. 

  

Appointments: 

Name  Appointed as  Key Points  

Ligia Noronha  Assistant Secretary-General and Head of 

the New York Office of the United Nations 

Environment Programme.  

  

Vice Admiral R Hari Kumar  Flag Officer Commanding-In-Chief of 

Western Naval Command.   

Succeeds C. Ajit Kumar  

Matam Venkata Rao  MD & CEO of Central Bank of India    
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Anindya Basu  National Managing Partner of KPMG    

Mr. Jaideep Bhatnagar  Principal Director General, Press 

Information Bureau  

Succeeds Mr   Kuldeep   Singh 

Dhatwalia  

Manpreet Vohra  High Commissioner to Australia  He is presently the Ambassador of 

India to Mexico  

Tom Moody  Director of Cricket, Sri Lanka      

Saurabh Mittal  CTO of retail finance business - Piramal     

Susheel Umesh   Chief Commercial Officer of Biocon 

Biologics   

  

Kuldiep Singh  Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 

director general (DG).  

  

Mary Kom  Chairperson   of   the   International Boxing 

Association's (AIBA) champions and 

veterans committee  

  

Manpreet Vohra  High Commissioner to Australia    

Rohit Sharma  Brand ambassador of Glenmark  Pharma- 

Candid Powder  

  

Imran Amin Siddiqui  Executive Director (ED) of Indian Bank  Apart from   him, Shri   Shenoy 

Vishwanath V and Shri 

K.Ramachandran are the other two 

ED on the board of Indian Bank.  

Hardeep Singh Brar  National Head of Sales and  Marketing of 

Kia Motors India  

  

Chirag Gandhi  MD Senior Advisor, Team Head, at Julius 

Baer India  

  

Samia Suluhu Hassan  President of Tanzania  Tanzania's  President John Magufuli 

has passed away  

N V Ramanna  Next Chief Justice of India    

Uri Levine   Board Chairman of Zoomcar    
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D S Ravindran  Karnataka Bank additional director    

Dr. Randhir Thakur   Head of newly standalone foundry 

business unit of Intel   

  

Chitra Nayak  Independent Director of Infosys    

Hardip Singh Goindi  Chief Operating Officer (COO) of Three 

Wheels United (TWU)  

Prior to Piaggio, Hardip was 

President-Marketing at TVS  Motor 

Company  

Denis Sassou Nguesso   Re-elected president of  the Republic of 

the Congo  

He first won the presidential 

election in 1979 and ruled for three      

consecutive terms till 1992  

 

Awards & Honours: 

Name of the person  Award   

Chadwick Boseman   Golden Globe for Best Actor in a Motion Picture, Drama.   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi  CERAWeek global energy and environment leadership award  

Sreekumaran Thampi  M K Arjunan Master award  

Mohankrishna Bohara  30th Bihari Puraskar for 2020  

Tata Nexon EV  Green Car award  

Hyundai i20  2021 Indian car of the year award (ICOTY).   

Hindu Group  two golds and two silvers at WAN IFRA’s South Asian Digital   

Media   Awards,   culminating   in   being   named ‘Champion 

Publisher of the Year  

Nomadland and the Crown  26th Annual Critics ’ Choice Awards  

Koneru Humpy  BBC India Sportswoman of the Year award for 2020  

Deepika Padukone  2021 Young Global Leaders List by World Economic Forum  

Mani Shankar Mukhopadhyay  Sahitya Academy Award   
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V Krishna Vadhyar  Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award for Best Children's book  

Bhitarkanika National Park (ODISHA)  Chief Minister’s Award for best performance in forest protection 

through nature tourism on the occasion of World Forestry Day  

Esaf Small Finance Bank   ‘Great Place to Work' certification by the Great Place to Work 

Institute.   

Kerala Agricultural University   Chancellor's Award 2020 in the category of specialised 

universities.   

Harsh C. Mariwala  EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2020  

DGP Gautam Sawang  SKOCH Award as the best DGP in the country for outstanding 

performance in policing, public safety and taking up technical 

reforms in AP Police.  

Mahinder Giri  International Ranger Award  

Capital Region Urban Transport (CRUT)  Cities India Awards-2021 in the Smart SPV/Municipal Corporation 

category.  

Carmen Maria Machado   Rathbones Folio prize for the year 2021.  

 

Important Days and Themes: 

Day  Celebrated as  Aim/Theme  

March 1  Zero Discrimination Day  Theme of Zero Discrimination Day 2021: 

End Inequalities  

March 1  45th Civil Accounts Day    

March 1  Third Jan Aushadhi Diwas    

March 3  World Hearing Day  Theme is   ‘Screen, Rehabilitate, 

Communicate’  

March 3  World Wildlife Day  Theme for World Wildlife Day is "Forests 

and Livelihoods: Sustaining People and 

Planet".  
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March 4  National Safety Day  Theme is Sadak Suraksha (Road Safety).  

March 4  National Security Day    

March 4  ‘Chabahar Day’    

March 8  International Women’s Day (IWD)  The theme for International Women's 

Day 2021 is 'Women in leadership: 

Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 

world'.  

March 13  World Sleep Day    

March 14  International Day of Mathematics  The theme of the International Day of 

Mathematics is “Mathematics for a 

Better World”.   

March 15  World Consumer Rights Day  Theme: "Tackle Plastic Pollution".  

March 16  National Vaccination Day    

March 20  International Day of Happiness  The theme of International Day of 

Happiness for 2021 is “Happiness For All, 

Forever”    

March 20  World Sparrow Day   Theme of   2021   World   Sparrow Day “I 

LOVE Sparrows”  

March 20  World Oral Health Day   The theme   for   the   next   three years, 

2021-2023 is: Be Proud Of Your Mouth.  

March 21  International Day of Forests   and the Tree  The theme for 2021 is “Forest 

restoration: a path to recovery and well-

being”.   

March 21  World Poetry Day    

March 21  International Day of Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination  

2021 Theme: “Youth standing up against 

racism”.  

March 21  World Puppetry Day     

March 22  World Water Day  The theme of World Water Day 2021 is 

“Valuing Water”  

March 23  World Meteorological Day  The theme of World Meteorological Day 

2021 is “The Ocean, Our Climate and 
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Weather”  

March 24  World Tuberculosis Day  The Theme for World TB Day 2021 is'The 

Clock is Ticking'  

March 24  International Day for Right to the Truth 

Concerning Gross Human Rights Violations 

and for the Dignity of Victims  

The day aims to pay tribute to those 

who have devoted their lives to, and lost 

their lives in, the struggle to promote 

and protect human rights for all  

March 27  World Theatre Day    

Last Saturday of the March- 

March 27  

Earth Hour 2021  The Earth Hour 2021 theme will focus on 

“Climate Change to Save Earth.”  

March 31  International Day of Drug Checking     

March 31  International Transgender Day of Visibility    

March 31  World Backup Day   It is a day for people to learn about the 

increasing role of data in our lives and 

the importance of regular backups  

 

Obituaries: 

 

Name  Field/ Profession  Location  

Nandkumar Singh Chauhan  Bharatiya Janata Party Lok Sabha MP  Madhya Pradesh  

M G George Muthoot  Muthoot Group Chairman & Whole Time 

Director  

Kerala  

N S Lakshminarayana Bhatta  Kannada poet, critic, and translator  Karnataka  

Ishar Singh Deol  Indian athlete    

Anshuman Singh  Rajasthan Governor  Allahabad  

Hamed Bakayoko  Prime Minister of Ivory Coast  Ivory Coast  

Shrikant Moghe  Marathi actor  Maharashtra  

Olivier Dassault  French billionaire MP  France  
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Marvin Hagler  Middle weight world champion  United States  

Laxman Pai  Renowned artist & painter from Goa and 

Padma Bhushan awardee  

Goa  

Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman  

Nair  

Kathakali exponent  Kerala  

Dilip Gandhi  Former Union Minister and BJP leader  Maharashtra  

Lou Ottens  Inventor of the cassette tape  Netherlands  

Barrister Moudud Ahmed  Senior BNP leader  Bangladesh  

John Magufuli  Tanzania's President  Tanzania  

G V Ramakrishna  Former chairperson of India’s  market 

regulator, SEBI  

Andhra Pradesh  

Sagar Sarhadi  Bollywood writer and director  Pakistan  

Nawal El Saadawi  Egyptian author  Egypt  

Anil Dharker  Journalist and author  Maharashtra  

Laxmipriya Mohapatra  Odissi dancer  Odisha  

Kamalesh Chandra Chakrabarty  Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Deputy 

Governor  

Odisha  

 

Nation and States Miscellaneous: 

• The City Innovation Exchange (CiX) platform was launched by Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs at an online event.  

• Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti has announced the selection of twelve 

iconic sites under Phase IV of Swachh Iconic Places.   

• Khadi and Village Industry Commission’s e-Market Portal has registered a gross turnover of over one crore 10 

lakh rupees in just eight months of its launch.   

• Union Minister of Science and Technology Dr. Harsh Vardhan highlighted how science technology and 

innovation (STI) would impact our future in education, skills and functioning in the post-pandemic world.   

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that there is a lot of contribution of the power of science in the  

• ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Campaign’.   
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• Government has said that monitoring and predictive analysis of prices of essential commodities has taken a 

giant step forward in India Mobile App for price monitoring of 22 essential commodities.   

• Union Minister of State in the Prime Minister's Office Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the first academic session 

of MBBS students at Government Medical College, Doda in Jammu division of Jammu and Kashmir for the 2020-

21 batch.  

• The Land Ports Authority of India (LPAI) celebrated its 9th Foundation Day on 01 March 2021.  

• Consumer Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal virtually presided the Third Governing Council Meeting of the Bureau of 

Indian Standards.  

• Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari launched the Real-Time Monitoring System of 

Toll Plazas at a function in New Delhi.  

• Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry launched the field assessment of Swachh Survekshan -2021 at a web event in 

New Delhi.  

• Minister for Social justice and Empowerment Thaawarchand Gehlot will virtually launch “Sugamya Bharat App” 

and a handbook entitled “Access - The Photo Digest”.   

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Maritime India Summit-2021 through video conferencing.   

• On World Wildlife Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has saluted all those working towards wildlife protection.   

• India announced it will send a consignment of 1,000 metric tonnes of rice and 100,000 tablets of 

Hydroxychloroquine to drought-hit Madagascar.  

• The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi was apprised of the signing of Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) between India and French Republic in the field of renewable energy cooperation.   

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the inaugural session on 'Harnessing Education, Research and Skill 

Development for an Atmanirbhar Bharat'.   

• Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ released the study material of Indian  

• Knowledge Tradition courses of National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) in Noida, Uttar Pradesh.  

• Government on 2nd March 2021 notified comprehensive amendments to the Insurance Ombudsman Rules, 

2017, with a view to improve the working of the Insurance Ombudsman mechanism to facilitate resolution of 

complaints regarding deficiencies in insurance services in a timely, cost-effective and impartial manner.  

• The ‘Made in India’ optical spectrograph named as Aries-Devasthal Faint Object Spectrograph & Camera 

(ADFOSC) is indigenously designed and developed by Aryabhatta Research Institute of observational sciences 

(ARIES), Nainital.  

• Union Minister Nitin Gadkari announced that the Nag River Pollution Abatement Project has been approved at a 

cost of over Rs 2,117 crore.   

• Wipro has joined the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) ‘Partnering for Racial Justice in Business’ initiative to 

promote a culture of diversity, inclusion, equity and justice for people of all racial backgrounds in the workplace.  

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar held a meeting with representatives of Over the Top, 

OTT industry and explained to them the provisions of the new OTT rules.  

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to former Chief Minister of Odisha Biju Patnaik on his 105th Birth 

Anniversary(5th March).  

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold a virtual summit with his Swedish counterpart Stefan Löfven.   

• Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ announced opening of two new Kendriya Vidyalayas in 

Karnataka and Punjab.   

• Indian Medicines Pharmaceutical Corporation Limited (IMPCL) will sell products on the Government e- Market 

(GeM) portal.   

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the ‘Janaushadhi Diwas’ celebrations via video conferencing.  
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• Forty scholars from six countries have been awarded with Indian Science Research Fellowship (ISRF) 2021.  

• The National Committee set up to commemorate 75 years of India’s Independence will hold its first  

• meeting to discuss modalities relating to preparatory activities.   

• Textiles Minister Smriti Irani has said that India will be fully Aatmanirbhar in Silk production in the next two 

years.   

• Indian Railway has integrated all railway help lines into single number 139 which is Rail Madad Helpline for quick 

grievance redressal and enquiry during the journey.   

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Maitri Setu between India and Bangladesh through video 

conferencing.   

• The Cyberabad Police launched India's first-ever 'Transgender Community Desk' at the Gachibowli Police Station 

in Hyderabad.   

• Navratna Defence Public Sector Undertaking Bharat Electronics Limited, BEL paid interim dividend of 140 

percent on its paid-up capital to the Government for financial year 2020-21.  

• On the occasion of International Women’s Day, Minister of State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan  

• unveiled two of the Passport Seva Kendras, PSKs to be transformed as All Women PSKs.  

• Chairing the first meeting of the National Committee to commemorate 75 years of independence, Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav virtually, Prime Minister Narendra Modi informed that 5 pillars have been decided for the 

celebration of the 75 years.   

• Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology, Sanjay Dhotre inaugurated the International 

Conference on Multifunctional Electronic Materials and Processing (MEMP 2021) virtually on the occasion of 

30th foundation day of Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology.   

• Government has said that more than 81 percent accounts under Stand up India Scheme and about 68 percent of 

loan accounts under MUDRA scheme belong to women entrepreneurs.  

• The Environment, Forest and Climate Change Ministry has said that a total of 122 non attainment cities, NACs 

have been identified under the National Clean Air Programme.  

• Maharashtra government will be holding various programmes related to Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav.   

• Digital News Publishers Association has welcomed the Information Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries 

and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules of 2021.   

• IT and Communication Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said Apple's plan to produce I-phone 12 Smartphones in 

India will create jobs in large numbers.   

• Union Minister for Labour and Employment Santosh Kumar Gangwar launched the convergence of ESI Scheme   

with   Ayushman   Bharat Pradhan Mantri   Jan   Arogya   Yojana,   PM-JAY   in   113   districts of Chhatisgarh, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.  

• Information and Broadcasting Minister, Prakash Javadekar inaugurated the exhibition to commemorate 75 years 

of India's Independence, Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav at six places in the country virtually.   

• India’s first centralised air-conditioned (AC) railway terminal has been built at Baiyappanahalli in Bengaluru.  

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development organized a seminar with District Officers from Aspirational 

Districts and Districts with high rates of crime against women and children.   

• The Government said that Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has not been privatized  

• The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill 2021 was introduced in the Lok Sabha.   

• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill 2021 was introduced in the Lok Sabha.   

• Chemicals and Fertilizer Minister Sadananda Gowda will inaugurate the 11th edition of India Chem- 2021.   

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the Revised Cost Estimate of Comprehensive  
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• The Union Cabinet has approved a bill to set up Development Finance Institution (DFI) with an initial capital 

infusion of 20 thousand crore rupees.   

• Parliament has passed the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020 with the Rajya Sabha 

approving.  

• National Telemedicine Service - eSanjeevani has completed 30 lakh consultations.   

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be speaking at the International Conference on Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure.   

• Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari will make a statement regarding ‘Vehicles 

Scrapping Policy’ in both the Houses of Parliament.   

• Foreign Affairs Minister of Kuwait Dr. Ahmed Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah arrived in New Delhi for a two-day 

visit to India.   

• Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla met Italian Ambassador Vincenzo De Luca and welcomed  

• Italy’s accession to International Solar Alliance.   

• The Union cabinet gave its nod to shut down loss-making Handicrafts and Handlooms Export Corp. of India Ltd 

(HHEC), and to offer voluntary retirement to all its 65 employees.The corporation has been continuously 

incurring losses since 2015-16 and not earning sufficient income to meet its running expenses.  

• US Defence Secretary Lloyd J Austin will arrive in India.   

• The Rajya Sabha has passed the Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021.   

• Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog, and Amazon Web Services announced new initiatives to strengthen the 

innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem in India.  

• Union Environment and Information & Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar has said that the new Nagar 

Van Scheme will help in creation of Urban forests in the cities.  

• Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Science & technology Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the new 

Advanced High Resolution Microscopy Facility at National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute (NABI) and Unveiled 

the 4 Star GRIHA Certification of Center of Innovative and Applied Bioprocessing (CIAB) Lab and Admin Building 

at Mohali in Punjab.  

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtually launch Jal Shakti Abhiyan : Catch the Rain campaign on the occasion 

of World Water Day.   

• The Government of India has launched an ambitious scheme called “Gram Ujala” under which high quality 

energy efficient LED bulbs will be given for just Rs 10 per piece in rural areas.  

• Department of Posts is organizing Universal Postal Union 2021 International Letter Writing Competition for 

Young People in all States of the country through the Postal Circle Offices.  

• As part of Mission Sagar - IV, Indian Naval Ship Jalashwa arrived at Port Ehoala, Madagascar to deliver a 

consignment of one thousand Metric Tonne of rice and one lakh Hydroxychloroquine tablets in response to an 

appeal made by Madagascar for assistance to deal with natural calamities.  

• India has welcomed the initiative announced by Saudi Arabia for fostering peace in Yemen.  

• Indian Railways have launched a massive drive against smoking and carriage of inflammable material through 

Railways in the view of incidents of fire resulting in loss of property and danger to life in various Zonal Railways.   

• Parliament has passed the Finance Bill, 2021 with the Rajya Sabha returning it to Lok Sabha.   

• In a major move to improve commuters’ experience on National Highways for both passengers and truckers, the 

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) will develop world class ‘Wayside Amenities’ at more than 600 

locations across 22 states in the next five years.   

• Civil Aviation minister Hardeep Singh Puri introduced the Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India 

(Amendment) Bill 2021 in the Lok Sabha.   
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• Prime Minister Modi announced Swarna Jayanti scholarship for youths of Bangladesh.  

• Hyderabad-based startup, Maithri Aquatech has set up the world’s first mobile water from air kiosk and water 

knowledge centre in the smart city of Visakhapatnam, in Andhra Pradesh.  

• Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launched 'Tribal TB Initiative' in pursuit of TB Mukt Bharat.  

• A team of four undergraduate students from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur (IIT-K) has achieved 

historic win as they emerged as winners at the CoreNet Global Academic Challenge 6.0, sponsored by Cushman 

and Wakefield, KI and IA: Interior Architects.  

• Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in association with 9 IIMS has invited applications for 

Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship till 27th of this month.   

• Public Health Department, Maharashtra and National Health Mission, government of India dedicated ‘Two air 

conditioned Mobile Medical Vans’ to the nation in Jalna district of Maharashtra.   

• Prasar Bharati CEO, Shashi Shekhar Vempati has expressed happiness that the public broadcaster-run Direct to 

Home (DTH) platform DD Free Dish has crossed 40 million subscribers.  

• Union Minister of Law and Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad has said that whenever various types of challenges arose 

in India, Judiciary always came with an apt and competent answer to it.   

• External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani and had a discussion on the 

Afghan peace process  

• External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar will attend the 9th Ministerial Conference of Heart of Asia - Istanbul 

Process on Afghanistan at Dushanbe in Tajikistan.   

• The new version of Exam Warriors written by Prime Minister Narendra Modi is now available with many new 

mantras for students as well as parents.   

• Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved a new milestone of providing over 4 Crore rural households with tap water 

supply.   

• Union Minister of Education Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ inaugurated “Ānandam: The Center for Happiness” 

virtually on March 30, 2021 at Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Jammu.   

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar flagged off DEMU train from Phaltan to Pune via 

Lonand through video conferencing.   

• Government has operationalised 22 new routes in the last three days under the UDAN scheme.   

States: 

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha who is also the Chancellor of 

Sher-i-Kashmir University of Agriculture Science and Technology Kashmir (SKUAST- Kashmir) inaugurated a 2-day 

long 6th Technology Exhibition cum Seed Sale Mela on the theme “Shaping the Future Farming for Better 

Returns” at Shalimar campus of the University in Srinagar.  

• In Ladakh, Councillor (Town) LAHDC, Kargil Haji Mohammad Abass Adulpa inaugurated a Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Aushadhi Kendra at District Hospital, Kargil to celebrate the Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Diwas-2021.  

• In the eastern Ladakh region, zero border villages are now getting better connectivity by all means.   

• Nagaland launched its first air cargo services from Dimapur airport.   

• Union Ministers Dharmendra Pradhan and Pratap Chandra Sarangi have expressed concern over the fire 

spreading in the forest areas of Similipal in the Mayurbhanj district of Odisha, which is a Tiger Reserve and also an 

important biosphere reserve of the country.  

• A two-day national seminar on National Education Policy and its Implementation, organised by Makhanlal 

Chaturvedi National University of Journalism and Communication, Bhopal, NITI Aayog and Bharatiya Shikshan 

Mandal concluded.  
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• Newly formed Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir Union Territories will have a separate cell in National Commission 

for Women (NCW).   

• Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa has tweeted that Bengaluru has emerged as the most livable city in 

India in the Ease of living Survey conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.  

• The Karnataka government has launched the country’s maiden Engineering Research & Development  

• (ER&D) Policy to raise its contribution to the sector in the country to 45% in the next five years.  

• The Udaipur Science Centre, at Udaipur, Tripura was dedicated to the people by the Governor of Tripura, Shri 

Ramesh Bais.   

• Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus Railway Station of Central Railway is the first railway station in 

Maharashtra to be awarded with Gold certification as per CII’s Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) ratings.  

• The first of its kind in North Kashmir, Community Radio Station with the tagline “Radio Chinar 90.4, Har Dil Ki 

Dhadkan” was inaugurated 04 Mar 2021 by the Indian Army for the Awam in Mazbugh, Sopore.   

• In Meghalaya, the State Government launched the online registration portal for migrant workers under the 

Meghalaya Identification Registration (Safety and Security) of Migrant Workers Act 2020, in a function organized 

by the Labour Department in Shillong.  

• The Tripura government has come up with a digital platform to help people get benefits from various schemes of 

the Centre and the state government.  

• India’s biggest Kidney Dialysis Hospital was inaugurated at Balasahib Gurudwara in Delhi.   

• Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat has announced Rs Ten thousand each for ASHA and Anganwadi volunteers, 

who had worked during the Covid 19 phase on the occasion of International Women Day.  

• Uttar Pradesh government launched the second phase of Mission Shakti on the occasion of International 

women's day.   

• On the occasion of International Women's Day, Himachal Pradesh Police Department will organize ‘All Woman 

Parade' at the historic Ridge Grounds in Shimla, aimed at increasing the strength of women in the police force.   

• The Jammu and Kashmir Administrative Council under the chairmanship of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has 

approved the implementation of high-density plantation scheme in the horticulture sector with the support of 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd (NAFED).  

• The Portals of Shri Kedarnath Dham temple will open on May 17 this year  

• In Uttarakhand, Tirath Singh Rawat was sworn-in as the new chief minister.  

• Jammu and Kashmir government has approved a proposal to provide interest-free loan up to 2 lakh rupees to the 

urban homeless economically weaker section beneficiaries under Beneficiary Led Construction (BLC) component 

of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U).   

• A tripartite Concession Agreement has been signed between the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), Uttar 

Pradesh Jal Nigam and GA Infra Private Limited-Lahoti Buildcon Limited for development of Sewage Treatment 

Plants (STPs) for Moradabad.   

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the Agriculture Department organized a day-long Kisan Mela at the 

Agriculture Complex in Kupwara district.   

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the Urban Forest Division Srinagar organized a programme to 

observe Chinar Day at Shuhama Campus of Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology 

(SKUAST) where the Chinar saplings were planted within the premises.  

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, a day-long "Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan" programme was held at 

Budgam.   

• Karnataka Health and Medical Education Minister, Dr. K Sudhakar has informed that the corporate sector is 

invited to utilize its CSR funds towards upgrading 2500 Primary Health Centres in the state.  

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, initiated the project  
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• “Awaam Ki Baat” - a Radio program by launching its website at Raj Bhavan, Jammu.  

• Giving a fillip to the Indo-Bangla friendship, the Maitri Cycle Rally, organised by BSF, completed its journey and 

reached its last stop at Silkore border outpost in Mizoram.   

• In Haryana, Government College for Women at Salaheri in Nuh district has been renamed as Shaheed Lieutenant 

Kiran Shekhawat Government College for Women, Salaheri.   

• In Madhya Pradesh, Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar and Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

have launched the Mission Gramodaya in the state.  

• The golden jubilee celebrations of the 1971 war across the nation continue with the Victory flame reaching the 

Akashvani Bhawan in Kolkata.  

• Punjab Government has decided to create a robust and integrated technology solution to implement and review 

the progress of the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes in the state to ensure accountability, transparency, and 

responsiveness.  

• In Kargil the department of Technical Education and Skill development is organizing Kaushal Mela as part of the 

skill development programme of the government of India.  

• Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal inaugurated and dedicated various development projects worth Rs. 1411 

crore to the people of the State through video conference from Chandigarh.  

• Bihar has become the first state of the country to have its own ethanol policy called Ethanol Production 

Promotion Policy, 2021.  

• Andaman and Nicobar Islands Lt. Governor Admiral D K Joshi declared that the UT achieved 100 percent 

Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTC) coverage in Islands.   

• Nagaland Health and Family Welfare Minister S Pangnyu Phom launched i-Learn, a capacity building and 

performance tracking application for Community Health Officers, CHOs in the state at his office chamber in 

Kohima.  

• Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur virtually launched e-Office, e-Heli Service, e-Aagman and e-

Lahaul for Lahaul-Spiti district from Shimla.  

• The Union Minister of State (I/C) for Power & New and Renewable Energy, RK Singh, launched the GRAM UJALA 

programme in Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh.   

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Asia's largest Tulip Garden in Srinagar is scheduled to be opened 

for the general public and tourists.   

• Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur has inaugurated the first Solar Lift Irrigation Scheme of Kargil Renewable 

Energy Development Agency (KREDA) at Latoo Village.   

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, with the aim of promoting good health and expanding the 

outreach of comprehensive primary healthcare services to the people of J&K, Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 

e-inaugurated as many as 73 AYUSH Health & Wellness Centres under Ayushman Bharat across the UT.  

• In Jammu and Kashmir, Principal Secretary Animal & Sheep Husbandry Department, Naveen Kumar  

• Chaudhary has inaugurated ‘Pashudhan Mela’ in Kathua.   

• The Regional SARAS Fair 2021, an initiative of Ministry of Rural Development, to promote rural products and 

build capacities of Self Help Groups, SHGs got underway at Kohima Local Ground Launching the SARAS fair, 

Advisor Urban Development and Municipal Affairs Dr. Neikiesalie (Nicky) Kire emphasised on the need for more 

participation of SHGs in such exhibitions and not to confine to their own self.   

• The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has inaugurated the Kurnool Airport located at 

Orvakal and named it after the first ever freedom fighter of the country, Uyyalavada Narasimha Reddy, as a 

tribute to him.   

• Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana has registered a landmark achievement with the issuing of 

ten crore cards to a resident of Bihar.   
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• Union Minister of State for Tourism and Culture (Independent Charge) Prahlad Singh Patel and Chief Minister of 

Madhya Pradesh Shivraj Singh Chouhan inaugurated the ‘Chhatrasal Convention Centre at Khajuraho.  

• Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurated Shaheed Ashfaq Ulla Khan Zoological Park in 

Gorakhpur.   

• Under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat State of Goa is paired with Jharkhand.   

• In Maharashtra, cyber criminals attacked Maharashtra's Industrial Development Corporation’s (MIDC) computer 

systems last week.   

• In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, as part of Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav celebrations, a one-day 

awareness programme for farmers was organized by the Revenue Department at Revenue Training Complex, 

Jammu.  

  

 








