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Polity and Governance 

1. Caste Census 

Why in News? 

Recently, several political groups have called for a countrywide caste census ahead of the 2021 

Census. 

About Caste Census: 

● Every census in independent India provided data on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes, but not on other castes. 

● Prior to then, caste data was collected in every census till 1931. 

● There is no accurate estimate of the number of OBCs, various groupings within the OBCs, 

and others in the absence of such a census. 

● Caste-based data was obtained in 1941, but not released. 

● According to the Mandal Commission OBC population was estimated to be 52 percent, 

while some other figures were based on National Sample Survey data. 

● During elections, several political parties make their own projections in states and Lok Sabha 

and Assembly seats. 

Arguments for caste census 

● The sole purpose of a caste census isn't just for the purposes of reserving seats. 

● A caste census would actually bring to the fore the amount of individuals who are on the 

fringes, or who are disadvantaged, or the types of jobs they follow, or the kind of grip that 

institutions like caste have on them. 

● Data for Policy Making: Any democratic policymaking needs this information. 

● Judicial support: India's courts have often said that having sufficient data on the reservation 

is critical. 

● Privileges come with caste: In our culture, caste is both a cause of disadvantage and a 

source of privilege and benefit. 

● Caste does not marginalise: We must abandon the notion that caste applies solely to the 

poor, the disadvantaged, and those who are deficient in some manner. 

● Caste rigidities are broken: Caste counting does not guarantee that caste or the caste 

system would continue to exist. A caste census can disprove caste elitist myths. 

Objections to the census of castes 

● 50 percent breach: It is stated that the only way to build a case for breaching the 50 percent 

reservation ceiling and rationalising the quota matrix in the country is to conduct a Socio-

Economic Caste Census. 

● Rising assertiveness: The more the state ignores our caste, the more the need to retain and 

protect it becomes. This has been seen in a number of states. 

● Data collection is a major issue since it may become quite intrusive. However, we must 

strike a balance between empowering individuals and advocating citizen equality. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/caste-census-2
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● Caste identity can cause social conflict between different castes.. 

Breaching the 50% cap 

● Judicial Substantiation: The 50% cap, as introduced by the court, has not really been argued 

through. 

● Questioning the sacrosanctity: Some feel that nothing sacrosanct about the 50% limit − it 

can be exceeded, if necessary, but a clear argument should be given for why this is being 

done. 

Inefficacy of reservations 

● Fractional benefits: The way reservation is practiced has invariably led to elites among 

castes and communities. 

● Domination: These elites within the castes have tended to exercise their dominance over 

their very communities and not let them exercise the kind of freedoms, or search for 

equality, which any democratic polity deserves. 

● Welfare isn’t reservation: The state has helped privileged communities far more, even 

though this help has not taken the explicit form of programs like reservation. 

Why is a caste census always controversial? 

● Data manipulation: This is a manifestation of the principle that those in power control data 

and information. 

● Censoring of data: We have had instances where this data has been collected but has not 

been made public. 

● Relative deprivation: Since a caste census is a necessity, it is not a happy thing, it is not a 

great achievement, it is just something that the State has to do circumstantially. 

● Vote bank politics: Vested interests of particular state governments in hunt for vote banks 

are also visible these days. 

What solution can be opted? 

● We've become enslaved to the idea that only those communities that seek welfare benefits 

from the state should be counted. 

● Many have suggested that a Socio-Economic Caste Census would be the most effective 

method to justify reservation based on evidence and present a compelling argument for 

closing the gap. 

● Governments in the past claimed that counting caste would perpetuate it. 

Way forward: 

●  In a society like India favoring one caste causes others to suffer.  

● Unless anything exceptional occurs in our politics, it appears that the caste census will take 

place. 

● There are also major concerns about demands arising as a result of discrepancies between 

the quantities we produce and the resource shares held by different groups. 
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● This is a nightmarish scenario that all governments dread. As a result, they like to keep 

things ambiguous. 

● The Backward Classes account for more than half of the population. And this regime is well 

aware that it cannot afford to lose the Backward Classes' support. 

 

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) 
● The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), was set up in 1950 to conduct large-scale sample 

surveys throughout India. 

● The National Sample Survey Office used to work under the Ministry of Statistics of the Indian 

government until May 2019. On 23rd May 2019, the Indian government passed the order to 

merge the NSSO with the Central Statistics Office (CSO) to form the National Statistical Office 

(NSO). 

 

 

2. Karbi Anglong Agreement 

Why in News? 

Government of India signed the Karbi Anglong Agreement to end the decades old crisis ensuring 

Assam’s territorial integrity. 

Objectives to be achieved for North-East 

● Preserve and protect its dialects, languages, dance, music, food, culture and to create 

attraction for it all across India. 

● End all disputes in the Northeast and make it a peaceful region. 

● Make the Northeast a developed region and try to bring it back at par with the level of 

contribution made in pre-independence GDP. 

Key Highlights of the Agreement 

● Karbi Armed Groups abjuring violence – 5 militant organizations laid down arms and more 

than 1000 of their armed cadres have given up violence and joined the mainstream of 

society. 

⮚ People’s Democratic Council of Karbi Longri (PDCK), 

⮚ Karbi Longri North Cachar Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF), 

⮚ Karbi People’s Liberation Tigers (KPLT), 

⮚ Kuki Liberation Front (KLF) and 

⮚ United People’s Liberation Army (UPLA) 

● Joining democratic process – The Karbi armed groups have agreed to abjure violence and 

join the peaceful democratic process as established by law of the land. 

● Rehabilitation – The Agreement also provides for rehabilitation of cadres of the armed 

groups. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/karbi-anglong-agreement
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● Setting up Karbi Welfare Council – to be set up by Assam government for focussed 

development of Karbi people living outside the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) 

area. 

● Greater Autonomy to the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council – The agreement proposes 

greater legislative, executive, administrative and financial powers to KAAC established under 

Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

●  Protection of Culture: This agreement will ensure the protection of the culture, identity, language, etc. of 

the Karbi people and all-round development of the region. 

● Financial Package to develop Karbi Areas – A Special Development Package of Rs. 1000 

crores over five years will be given by the Union Government and Assam Government to 

undertake specific projects for the development of Karbi areas. 

● Financial Help to KAAC – The Consolidated Fund of the State will be augmented to 

supplement the resources of KAAC. 

● Achieving PM’s vision of vision of “Insurgency Free Prosperous North East” – help to bring 

peace and prosperity and all-round development of northeast region of India. 

Concerns 

● Transitions from insurgents to stakeholders of democracy will be difficult to achieve. 

● Fears of militant past cannot be wiped or erased easily from the records. 

● Ensuring autonomy may not necessarily end demand for new state for districts of Karbi 

Anglong, West Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao. 

● May lead to demand for more autonomy by other autonomous councils established under 

sixth schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

 

3. Shikshak Parv 2021 

Why in News? 

On the occassion of Shikshak Parv 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the Indian 

Sign Language Dictionary along with 5 Other Education Initiatives.  

⮚ Shikshak Parv is an initiative taken by the Ministry of Education to be conducted from 

September 7 to 17, 2021.   

⮚ The theme of Shikshak parv 2021 was “Quality and Sustainable Schools: Learnings from Schools 

in India”. 

About Shikshak parv: 

● It is celebrated to honor the contributions of teachers in our education system. 

● Its celebration will encourage innovative practices to ensure not only continuity of 

education at all levels but to improve quality, inclusive practices and sustainability in the 

schools across the country as well. 

New initiatives launched during Shikshak parv 2021: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/shikshak-parv-2021


 6 

● Indian Sign Language dictionary: The dictionary is launched by the Indian Sign Language 

Research and Training centre of DPwD (Department of Empowerment of Persons with 

Disabilities). It has 10,000 words in it. It was also accompanied by the launch of the Talking 

Books (audiobooks for the visually impaired). 

● School Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework (SQAAF) of CBSE: SQAAF will help 

in bridging the inequality in education. It would also address the deficiency of the absence of 

a common scientific framework for various dimensions. These dimensions include curricula, 

pedagogy, assessment, inclusive practices and governance process. 

● NISTHA teachers’ training programme for NIPUN Bharat: It is aimed at training the teachers 

on new systems and techniques. 

● Vidyanjali Portal: This portal is used for facilitating education volunteers, donors and CSR 

(Corporate Social Responsibility) contributors for school development. It is the platform for 

the country to achieve ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ with ‘Sabka Prayas’. 

● N-DEAR (National digital architecture): It will act as a ‘super connect between various 

academic activities, in the same way as UPI interface revolutionized the banking sector. It 

will play a major role in eradicating inequality in education and its modernization 

PM has also emphasized on the role private sector can play in improving education in government 

schools, and urged the private sector to come forward and contribute to increasing the quality of 

education in government schools. 

 

4. Transport and Marketing Assistance Scheme 

Why in News? 

Recently the government has revised the Transport and Marketing Assistance Scheme (TMA) 

scheme for specified agriculture products.  

About Transport and Marketing Assistance Scheme: 

● The scheme was launched by Ministry of Commerce & Industry in 2019. 

● The scheme aims to provide assistance for the international component of freight and 

marketing of agricultural produce. 

● The assistance will help mitigate the disadvantage of higher freight costs faced by the 

Indian exporters of agriculture products. 

Coverage  

● All exporters, duly registered with relevant Export Promotion Council as per Foreign Trade 

Policy, of eligible agriculture products shall be covered under this scheme. 

● The Scheme would be applicable for a period as specified from time to time. Presently the 

Scheme would be available for exports from 1.3.2019 to 31.03.2020. 

● The assistance, at notified rates, will be available for export of eligible agriculture products 

to the permissible countries, as specified from time to time. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/transport-and-marketing-assistance-scheme
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Key Highlights of the revised TMA : 

● The government has enhanced the scope of Transport and Marketing Assistance (TMA) 

scheme for specified agriculture products by including dairy products under its purview and 

increasing the rates of assistance. 

● The scheme has been extended till March 31, 2022. 

● Enhanced assistance under the revised scheme is expected to help Indian exporters of 

agricultural products to meet rising freight and logistics costs. 

● Dairy products, which were not covered under the earlier scheme, will now be eligible for 

assistance. 

● The rates of assistance have been increased, by 50 per cent for exports by sea and 100 per 

cent through air. 

 

5. Crime in India Report 2020: NCRB 

Why in News? 

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has released the 68th edition of its annual report, Crime 

in India 2020. 

● The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has been established in 1953. 

● It publishes an annual comprehensive report on crime across the country to help 

understand the law and order situation pan India.  

● Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown, crimes against women, 

children and senior citizens, theft, burglary, robbery and dacoity have declined.  

Key Highlights of the NCBR report 2020: 

Crime against Women 

● A dip of 8.3% has been noted in cases registered for committing crimes against women in 

2020.  

● A total of 3,71,503 cases were registered in 2020 as compared to 4,05,326 cases in 2019.  

● The crime rate registered per lakh women population is 56.5 in 2020 in comparison with 

62.3 in 2019. 

● The majority of cases were registered under 'Cruelty by Husband or His Relatives' (30.0%), 

followed by 'Assault on Women with Intent to Outrage her Modesty' (23.0%), 'Kidnapping & 

Abduction of Women' (16.8%) and 'Rape' (7.5%). 

Crimes against Scheduled Castes (SCs) 

● An increase of 9.4% has been reported in cases registered under crimes against Scheduled 

Castes (SCs). 

● A total of 50,291 cases were registered in 2020 as compared to 45,961 cases in 2019.  

● The crime rate registered showed an increase from 22.8 in 2019 to 25.0 in 2020.  

● The report revealed that the majority of cases were registered under simple hurt with 32.9% 

(16,543 cases), followed by cases under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act with 8.5% 

(4,273 cases) and Criminal Intimidation with 7.5% (3,788 cases).  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/crime-in-india-report-2020-ncrb
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Crimes against Scheduled Tribes (STs) 

● A surge of 9.3% has been reported in cases registered under crimes against Scheduled Tribes 

(STs).  

● A total of 8,272 cases were registered in 2020 in comparison with 7,570 cases in 2019.  

● The crime rate registered increased from 7.3 in 2019 to 7.9 in 2020. 

● The NCRB report highlighted that simple hurt (2,247 cases) formed the highest number of 

cases of crimes or atrocities against Scheduled Tribes (STs) during 2020, followed by rape 

with 13.7% (1,137 cases) and assault on women with intent to outrage her modesty with 

10.7% (885 cases).  

Crime against Children 

● A decline of 13.2% has been reported in cases registered for committing crimes against 

children. 

● A total of 1,28,531 cases were registered in 2020, compared to 1,48,090 cases in 2019.  

● The crime rate registered per lakh children population is 28.9 in 2020 in comparison with 

33.2 in 2019. 

● The report noted that major crimes under this category were Kidnapping & Abduction 

(42.6%) and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (38.8%) including 

child rape. 

Crime against Senior Citizens 

● A decrease of 10.8% has been reported in cases registered for committing crimes against 

Senior Citizens (aged above 60 years). 

● A total of 24,794 cases were registered as compared to 27,804 cases in 2019.  

● The report underscored that simple hurt with 25.8% (6,396 cases), followed by Theft with 

11.6% (2,872 cases) and FCF (Forgery, Cheating & Fraud) with 10.0% (2,490 cases) were 

among the major crimes against Senior Citizens.   

Juveniles in Conflict with Law  

● With a total of 29,768 cases registered against the Juveniles in 2020, a decline of 7.8% has 

been noted over 2019 (32,269 cases).  

● A total of 35,352 juveniles were apprehended, of which 31,618 juveniles were apprehended 

under cases of IPC and 3,734 juveniles were apprehended under cases of SLL throughout 

2020.  

● The crime rate saw a drop from 7.2 in 2019 to 6.7 in 2020, and a majority of them (76.2%) 

were from the age group of 16 to 18 years.  

Offences Affecting the Human Body 

● The cases registered under this category account for 24.6% of total IPC crimes in 2020.  

● A total of 10,47,216 cases were registered, of which hurt (5,78,641 cases, 55.3%) accounted 

for maximum cases, followed by cases of causing death by negligence (1,26,779 cases, 

12.1%) and cases of Assault on Women with Intent to Outrage her Modesty (85,392 cases, 

8.2%). 
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● A marginal decrease of 0.5% was noted in 2020 in comparison with 2019.  

● From 78.6 in 2019 to 77.4 in 2020, a decline in the crime rate has been observed.  

 

6. National Mission on Cultural Mapping 

Why in News? 

The National Mission on Cultural Mapping (NMCM) has now been handed over to the Indira Gandhi 

National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA).  

About National Mission on Cultural Mapping 

● National Mission on Cultural Mapping (NMCM) has been set up by the Ministry of Culture 

in 2017.  

● The Mission encompasses data mapping, demography building, formalising the processes 

and bringing all cultural activities under one umbrella for better results. 

Objectives of the mission 

● To design a mechanism to fulfill the aspirations of the whole artist community of the nation. 

● To preserve the rich cultural heritage of this country for future generations. 

● To Establish the cultural mapping (i.e. database of cultural assets and resources) via running 

nationwide cultural awareness programme called Hamari Sanskriti Hamari Pahchan 

Abhiyan for the development of all art forms and artists. 

● Data collection will be assisted by technical collaboration from National E-Governance 

Division (NEGD)/Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY). 

● Establish a National Cultural Working Place (NCWP) portal for obtaining information, 

knowledge sharing, participation, performance and awards in the field of all art forms. 

National Cultural Awareness Programme  

● This is a national campaign for spreading cultural awareness as well as talent hunt in the 

country. 

National Cultural Work Place (NCWP)  

● The Mission will establish National Cultural Work Place (NCWP). 

● The NCWP shall be a fully equipped cultural portal which will serve as common interaction 

work place for all stake holders including artistes, institutions, NGOs and Ministry of Culture 

 

7. Government Aid Not a Fundamental Right: SC 

Why in News?  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-mission-on-cultural-mapping
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/government-aid-not-a-fundamental-right-sc


 10 

Supreme Court ruled that Government Aid to an institution is a matter of policy and it is not a 

fundamental right, the court also stated that as regards aided institutions, there cannot be any 

difference between a minority and non-minority one. 

Key highlights of the Judgment 

● The SC has clarified that if the government made a policy call to withdraw aid, an 

institution cannot question the decision as a “matter of right”,  Maybe, such a challenge 

would still be available to an institution, when a grant is given to one institution as against 

the other institution which is similarly placed 

● Whether it is an institution run by the majority or the minority, all conditions that have 

relevance to the proper utilisation of the grant-in-aid by an educational institution can be 

imposed. 

● All that Article 30(2) states is that on the ground that an institution is under the 

management of a minority, whether based on religion or language. 

● The grant of aid to that educational institution cannot be discriminated against, if other 

educational institutions are entitled to receive aid. 

Basis of the Judgment 

● A grant of government aid comes with accompanying conditions. 

● An institution is free to choose to accept the grant with the conditions or go its own way. 

● If an institution does not want to accept and comply with the conditions accompanying such 

aid, it is well open to it to decline the grant and move in its own way. 

● On the contrary, an institution can never be allowed to say that the grant of aid should be on 

its own terms, the Bench observed. 

8. Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

Why in News? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission on September 27, 

2021. 

About Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission: 

● It will create a seamless online platform through the provision of a wide-range of data, 

information, and infrastructure services, duly leveraging open, interoperable, standards-

based digital systems.  

● The Mission will ensure the security, confidentiality, and privacy of health-related personal 

information, and enable access and exchange of longitudinal health records of citizens 

with their consent. 

● It aims to create interoperability within the digital health ecosystem, similar to the role 

played by the Unified Payments Interface in revolutionizing payments.  

● Citizens will be a click away from accessing healthcare facilities. 

● The pilot scheme is currently being implemented across 6 union territories namely 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, and Daman & Diu, Ladakh, 

Lakshadweep, and Puducherry. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ayushman-bharat-digital-mission
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Key Facilities of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

Health ID: 

A health ID is a randomly generated 14-digit number 

that will uniquely identify every citizen and will be a 

repository of their medical history. 

The ID will be broadly used for three purposes: 

⮚ unique identification 

⮚ authentication, and 

⮚ threading of the beneficiary’s health records 

●  Health ID: Every citizen will be allotted a health ID that will be used as their health account. 

The personal health records of the citizen will be linked to their respective Health ID. These 

records can be viewed with the help of a mobile application. 

● Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR): A repository of registered nurses, doctors, 

paramedical with their qualifications, experience, and other relevant details. 

● Healthcare Facilities Registry (HFR): A repository of all public and private healthcare 

facilities across both traditional and modern systems of medicine. This will ensure ease of 

doing business for doctors, hospitals, and other healthcare service providers. 

● Personal Health Record Application: A self-managed health record of an individual linked to 

the Aarogya Setu App. 
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Economy 

1. Loan Guarantee Scheme for Covid-affected Sectors (LGSCAS) 

Why in news? 

Recently, the Finance Minister has announced a Government-guaranteed loan for Covid-affected 

sectors to help in building healthcare infrastructure and related capacity to help deal with a 

possible third wave. 

Key Highlights: 

● Under this Rs 50,000-crore Loan Guarantee Scheme for Covid Affected Sectors (LGSCAS), 

banks would provide loans for building healthcare infrastructure in non-metro cities and 

smaller towns at a maximum interest rate of 7.95 per cent.  

● The scheme will be applicable to all eligible loans sanctioned during the period from May 7, 

2021 till March 31, 2022. 

● The Centre had, in June, launched LGSCAS to give financial guarantee cover for Brownfield 

expansion and Greenfield projects related to health and medical infrastructure. 

About Loan Guarantee Scheme for Covid Affected Sectors (LGSCAS) 

● It is aimed at up scaling the medical infrastructure in the country, specifically targeting 

underserved areas. 

● It would provide a guarantee of 50 percent for Brownfield projects and 75 percent to 

Greenfield projects for loans sanctioned up to Rs.100 crore, set up at urban or rural 

locations other than 8 Metropolitan Tier 1 cities. 

● For aspirational districts, the guarantee cover for both Brownfield expansion and Greenfield 

projects shall be 75%. 

● The main objective of LGSCAS is to partially mitigate credit risk (primarily construction risk) 

and facilitate bank credit at lower rates of interest. 

Significance 

● The LGSCAS has been formulated as a specific response to an exceptional situation the 

country has witnessed due to lack of adequate health infrastructure in the light of the 

second wave of Covid-19. 

● The approved scheme is expected to help the country in shoring up its much-needed 

healthcare infrastructure along with creating more employment opportunities. 

● It is also expected to have a positive impact on the economy and support its revival besides 

supporting MSMEs to continue functioning during the current unprecedented situation. 

 

 

2. 6th Eastern Economic Forum 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/loan-guarantee-scheme-for-covid-affected-sectors-lgscas
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/6th-eastern-economic-forum
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Why in news? 

Recently, the PM of India participated virtually in the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF). 

⮚ In keeping with the ‘Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership,' the PM emphasised the 

importance of India-Russia relations and prospective areas of cooperation. 

Key highlights of the Prime Minister's Address  

● Applauded Russia's goal for the development of the Russian Far East area, and reaffirmed 

India's commitment to becoming a trusted partner of Russia in this respect (as part of its 

"Act East Policy"). 

● The importance of the health and pharmaceutical sectors as major areas of cooperation 

that have evolved during the pandemic was highlighted. 

● Other potential sectors of economic cooperation mentioned include diamonds, coking coal, 

steel, lumber, and so on. 

About the Eastern Economic Forum: 

● It was established by a Decree of the President of the Russian Federation in 2015. 

● It takes place each year in Vladivostok. 

● It serves as a platform for the discussion of key issues in the world economy, regional 

integration, and the development of new industrial and technological sectors, as well 

as of the global challenges facing Russia and other nations. 

● Participants: The Forum business programme includes a number of business dialogues with 

leading partner countries in the Asia-Pacific region, and with ASEAN, a key integration 

organization of dynamically developing nations in Southeast Asia. 

India-Russia Relations 

● Political Relations: The Annual Summit meeting between the Prime Minister of India and 

the President of the Russian Federation is the highest institutionalized dialogue mechanism 

in the strategic partnership between India and Russia. So far 20 Annual Summit meetings 

have taken place alternatively in India and Russia.  

● Intergovernmental Commissions: There is regular high-level interaction between the two 

countries. Two Inter-Governmental Commissions - one on Trade, Economic, Scientific, 

Technological and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC), co-chaired by EAM and the Russian 

DPM, and another on Military-Technical Cooperation (IRIGC- MTC) co-chaired by Russian 

and Indian Defence Ministers, meet annually. 

● International/Multilateral Organizations and Connectivity Projects: 

⮚ BRICS 

⮚ SCO 

⮚ UN Security Council: India & Russia reaffirmed the need to reform the UNSC to better 

reflect the current world order. 

⮚ Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG): Russia has been a long-standing supporter of India’s 

membership of the NSG.  
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● Trade and Economic Relations: Both sides revised targets of increasing bilateral investment 

to US $ 50 billion and bilateral trade to the US $ 30 billion by 2025.  

● Bilateral investment: Russian investment in India in 2017 has reached 18bn USD and India’s 

total investment in Russia so far is 13 bn USD. The investment target of 30 bn USD by 2025 

has been achieved. 

● Nuclear Energy: Russia recognizes India as a country with advanced nuclear technology with 

an impeccable non-proliferation record. Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being 

built in India with Russian cooperation.  

● Space Cooperation: Both sides cooperate in the peaceful uses of outer space, including 

satellite launches, GLONASS navigation system, remote sensing and other societal 

applications of outer space. 

● Science & Technology: The Working Group on Science and Technology functioning under 

IRIGC-TEC, the Integrated Long Term Programme (ILTP) and the Basic Science Cooperation 

Programme are the three main institutional mechanisms for bilateral Science and 

Technology cooperation. 

● Cultural Cooperation: There is a strong tradition of Indian studies in Russia. JNCC maintains 

close cooperation with leading Russian institutions. There is strong interest among Russian 

people in Indian dance, music, yoga and Ayurveda. 

Opportunities 

● Similarity of Approach: As the US-China rivalry threatens to disrupt the order of the day, 

India and Russia remain supporters of multipolar world order. 

● Strategic Space to Each Other: The most important, critical takeaway from the relationship 

for both countries is the strategic space they provide each other to deal with the US, China 

and other great powers. 

● Multilateral Cooperation: The willingness towards continued cooperation is visible in 

formats including BRICS, UNSC, NSG, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, International 

North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the Eurasian Economic Union.  

● Inclusive Indo-Pacific: The proposed Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime Corridor could improve 

trade ties with the Russian Far East and the link will also act as a bridge between the 

Eurasian Union and open, free and inclusive Indo-Pacific.  

Challenges 

● External Factors: The world is grappling with the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. While 

their bilateral relationship is free of active conflict, the repercussions of external factors can 

no longer be ignored or underestimated.  

● Proximity to China: Since 2014, China has emerged as Russia’s key external partner, brought 

even closer due to their continued tensions with the US-led West. On the other hand, India 

has witnessed a steady deterioration in relations with an increasingly aggressive China.  

● US Reservations: While India is keen on buying the S-400 air defence system from Russia, 

the USA has repeatedly expressed reservations – the Trump administration did not invoke 

sanctions on Indian entities and the Biden administration is yet to take a call. 
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● Relations with Others: At a time of uncertainty in a changing world, it is difficult to ensure 

that India’s and Russia’s engagement with other powers does not come at the expense of 

their bilateral partnership. 

Way forward 

● Revitalize the bilateral India-Russia agenda: In this regard, an action like the quiet 

diplomatic effort by Russia last year to get India and China to the table during their border 

clashes is critical for building confidence and much more effective than a public airing of 

differences.  

● Revive the Economic Agenda: While cooperation in the defence and energy sector will 

continue to form the bedrock of the ties, a more broad-based economic engagement is 

urgently needed. 

⮚ A forward-looking economic agenda should include cooperation in the hi-tech sector, 

biotechnology, nanotechnology, AI, space, start-up and innovation, pharmaceuticals, 

healthcare etc. to harness the strengths of the two countries. 

● Free & Frank Discussions: Neither India-China ties nor US-Russia ties are expected to 

improve in the short term. Thus, it might be prudent to intensify “free and frank” discussions 

on all issues to maintain neutrality on issues of core concern for each other while taking 

steps to strengthen the bilateral relationship. 

● Cooperation in the Far East and the Arctic: Furthering cooperation in the Russian Far East 

and the Arctic, both in bilateral and multilateral formats, would be beneficial for India. 

● Talks on Afghanistan Peace: It may be useful to discuss reviving the cooperation between 

India, Iran and Russia on Afghanistan. 

 

3. Account Aggregator System 

Why in news? 

Recently, eight major banks have joined the Account Aggregator (AA) network that will enable 

customers to easily access and share their financial data. 

About Account Aggregator 

● It is a Non-Banking Financial Company engaged in the business of providing the service of 

retrieving or collecting financial information pertaining to its customer, under a contract. 

● It was created through an inter-regulatory decision by RBI and other regulators including 

 SEBI, IRDA, and PFRDA through an initiative of the Financial Stability and Development 

Council (FSDC) 

● The objective of Account Aggregator (AA) is to aggregate all financial information of an 

individual 

Key Highlights:  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/account-aggregator-system
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● An AA is a framework that simply facilitates sharing of financial information in a real-time 

and data-blind manner (Data flow through AA are encrypted) between regulated entities 

(Banks and NBFCs). 

● The AA framework was created through an inter-regulatory decision by RBI and other 

regulators including  

⮚ Securities and Exchange Board of India,  

⮚ Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority, and  

⮚ Pension Fund Regulatory and  

⮚ Development Authority (PFRDA) 

⮚ Initiative of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC).  

● The licence for AAs is issued by the RBI, and the financial sector will have many AAs. 

● AAs enable flow of data between Financial Information Providers (FIPs) and Financial 

Information Users (FIUs). 

● The architecture of AA is based on the Data Empowerment and Protection Architecture 

(DEPA) framework. 

⮚ DEPA is an architecture that lets users securely access their data and share the same 

with third parties. 

Significance of AAs  

It reduces the need for  

⮚ Individuals to wait in long bank queues,  

⮚ Use Internet banking portals,  

⮚ Share their passwords, or  

⮚ Seek out physical notarisation to access  

⮚ Share their financial documents.  

 

4. No Entity Can Store Card Data: RBI 

Why in news? 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has directed that no entity or merchant, other than card issuers and 

card networks, should store card details or-card-on-file (CoF) -from January 1, 2022.  

⮚ It has also extended tokenisation of CoF by card issuers. 

RBI’s Guidelines on Card Data Storage Policy: 

● As per the guidelines, Payment Aggregators(PAs), Payment Gateways and online 

merchants shall not store card credentials of customers in their database. 

● This means that customers who own a debit or credit card will have to enter their 16-digit 

card details — name, card number, expiry date and CVV — every time they do a 

transaction. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/no-entity-can-store-card-data-rbi
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● The reason behind these guidelines is a series of ransomware attacks in the country, where 

computer networks open to the internet have been hijacked by malware. 

Tokenisation:  

● Payment aggregators and online merchants can implement tokenization as one of the 

alternative methods. 

● The term tokenization means converting a meaningful piece of data, such as an account 

number, into a random string of characters known as tokens.  

● This ensures that the card information remains masked and helps prevent data theft and 

fraud. Moreover, these tokens have no meaningful value if breached. 

Card-on-File : 

● A CoF transaction is a transaction where a cardholder has authorised a merchant to store 

the cardholder’s Mastercard or Visa payment details. 

● The cardholder then authorises that same merchant to bill the cardholder’s stored 

Mastercard or Visa account. 

 

5. T+1 Settlement System for Shares: SEBI 

Why in news? 

Capital markets regulator SEBI has introduced T+1 settlement cycle for completion of share 

transactions on optional basis in a move to enhance market liquidity.  

⮚ Currently, trades on the Indian stock exchanges are settled in two working days after the 

transaction is done (T+2). 

Key Highlights: 

● SEBI has allowed stock exchanges to start the T+1 system as an option in place of T+2. 

● If it opts for the T+1 settlement cycle for a scrip, the stock exchange will have to mandatorily 

continue with it for a minimum 6 months. 

● Thereafter, if it intends to switch back to T+2, it will do so by giving one month’s advance 

notice to the market. 

● Any subsequent switch (from T+1 to T+2 or vice versa) will be subject to a minimum period. 

● A stock exchange may choose to offer the T+1 settlement cycle on any of the scrips, after 

giving at least one month’s advance notice to all stakeholders, including the public at large. 

Benefits of T-1 settelment: 

● Reduced settlement time: A shortened cycle not only reduces settlement time but also 

reduces and frees up the capital required to collateralize that risk. 

● Quick settlement: T+1 also reduces the number of outstanding unsettled trades at any 

instant, and thus decreases the unsettled exposure to Clearing Corporation by 50%. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/t-1-settlement-system-for-shares-sebi
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● Speedy recovery of assets: The narrower the settlement cycle, the narrower the time 

window for a counterparty insolvency/bankruptcy to impact the settlement of a trade. 

● Risk reduction: Systemic risk depends on the number of outstanding trades and 

concentration of risk at critical institutions such as clearing corporations, and becomes 

critical when the magnitude of outstanding transactions increases. 

About T-2 settelment system: 

● If an investor sells shares, settlement of the trade takes place in two working days (T+2). 

● The broker who handles the trade will get the money, but will credit the amount in the 

investor’s account only. 

● In effect, the investor will get the money only after three days. 

● In T+1, settlement of the trade takes place in one working day and the investor will get the 

money on the following day. 

● The move to T+1 will not require large operational or technical changes by market 

participants, nor will it cause fragmentation and risk to the core clearance and settlement 

ecosystem. 

Concerns of Foreign Investors 

● Time zones, information flow processes, and foreign exchange challenges are among the 

operational obstacles that international investors are concerned about while working from 

various locations. 

● Under the T+1 arrangement, they will also find it difficult to hedge their net India exposure 

in dollar terms at the end of the day. 

 

6. IRDAI (Trade Credit Insurance) Guidelines, 2021 

Why in news? 

Recently, the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has issued draft 

guidelines for general insurance companies..  

⮚ The guidelines mainly focus on credit insurance products with customised covers for 

MSMEs. 

About trade credit Insurance: 

● Trade credit insurance protects businesses against the risk of non-payment for goods and 

services by buyers.  

● It usually covers a portfolio of buyers and indemnifies an agreed percentage of an invoice 

or invoices that remain unpaid as a result of protracted default, insolvency / bankruptcy. 

● It contributes to the economic growth of a country by facilitating trade and helps in 

improving economic stability by addressing the trade losses due to payment risks. 

Guidelines on Trade Credit Insurance 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/irdai-trade-credit-insurance-guidelines-2021
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● The guidelines will enable general insurers to offer trade insurance covers to financial 

institutions (mainly licensed banks). This will help companies manage their risks overseas, 

manage non-payment risks associated with trade financing portfolio and open up access to 

new markets. 

● The trade credit insurance that has now been introduced with the new guidelines will 

protect the businesses against the risk of non-payment of goods and services by the 

buyers. 

● According to the guidelines, the trade credit insurance can cover commercial and political 

risks as well. However, the option of political risk is available only to buyers outside India. 

But still, for MSMEs the policy can cover 95% in case of political risks. The commercial risk 

covers risk of insolvency as well. 

● A Trade Credit policy can grant an indemnity of maximum 60% of trade receivables from 

each buyer for all financial institutions. Indemnity is the security or protection against a loss 

or other financial burden. 

Significance 

The new guidelines will open up opportunities to offer credit insurance-backed financing solutions 

to corporates and MSMEs. Also, changes such as enhanced indemnity of 90% and pre-shipment risk 

coverage will make the credit insurance product more comprehensive. 

Credit Insurance 
● Credit Insurance is an insurance policy that is designed to cover the cost of the debt. It is 

purchased by a borrower that pays off one or more existing debts in case of death or 

unemployment. 

● It protects businesses from non-payment of commercial debt. 

● It ensures that the capital is protected. 

● The three main types of credit insurance are disability, life and unemployment. 

 

 

7. New Bad Bank Structure 

Why in news? 

Recently The Union govt has announced the formation of India’s first-ever Bad Bank i.e. NARCL-

IDRCL. 

⮚ The already incorporated National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL) 

will acquire the 2 lakh worth stressed assets from various banks. 

⮚ While the newly established India Debt Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL) will sell the 

stressed assets in the market. 

⮚ Now the new NARCL-IDRCL structure is the new bad bank of India. 

About bad Bank: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/new-bad-bank-structure
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● A bad bank conveys the impression that it will function as a bank but has bad assets to 

start with. 

● Technically, it is an asset reconstruction company (ARC) or an asset management company 

that takes over the bad loans of commercial banks, manages them and finally recovers the 

money over a period of time. 

● Such a bank is not involved in lending and taking deposits, but helps commercial banks 

clean up their balance sheets and resolve bad loans. 

● The takeover of bad loans is normally below the book value of the loan and the bad bank 

tries to recover as much as possible subsequently. 

Need for Bad Bank in India: 

● Banks have difficulty in solving these cases due to a lack of expertise, coordination, capital, 

etc. 

⮚ Even the private ARCs have also failed to recover the loans. 

● The level of NPAs rose alarmingly since 2016 & an overwhelming proportion of NPAs was 

with the PSBs. 

⮚ Therefore removing NPAs effectively is the need of the hour. 

● The panel led by KV Kamath has said companies in sectors such as wholesale trade, retail 

trade, textiles, and roads are facing stress. So, setting up a bad bank is crucial to reviving 

these sectors. 

● Bad banks are targeted banking systems with domain experts to focus particularly on NPAs. 

⮚ Bad banks can be more effective, quicker in the restructuring of the loans. 

● The Financial Stability Report points that the gross NPAs of the banking sector are expected 

to shoot up to 13.5% of advances by September 2021, from 7.5% in September 2020, under 

the baseline scenario. So, the Bad banks are essential considering the Indian conditions. 

  

Working of NARCL-IDRCL: 

● Firstly NARCL purchases bad loans from banks by paying 15% as cash & remaining 85% in 

the form of Security Receipts. 

⮚ When the IDRCL sells the assets, the NARCL paybacks 85% to the banks. 

● However, in case of a failed sale or loss sale of the assets, govt will invoke its guarantee & 

pays the difference amount to the commercial banks. 

  

Benefits of a Bad Bank: 

● A high level of NPAs makes lending difficult for banks, as they have to keep supplementary 

capital under the Basel Accord which reduces its capital base and the resulting losses erode 

depositor confidence. 

⮚ Bad banks by way of absorbing NPAs, will ease the provisioning requirement by the banks 

and help them to get on with business as usual. 
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● Also, the creation of a bad bank allows the better segregation of a bank’s good assets from 

its bad assets which increases investors' confidence and helps banks to grow financially. 

● Speed of recovery will be better as Bad Bank’s main work is recovery and they are 

specialized in that. 

● Bad Bank will help improve the banking sector’s health and fasten the recovery aspects of 

ailing by putting frozen assets back into economic circulation. 

● It increases the profitability of commercial banks as they can focus more on lending, 

acquiring more customers, and upgrading technology without spending too much time on 

recovery or resolution of bad loans 

● It can make profits as they usually keep a high margin before acquiring the bad loans. 

  

Demerits/Challenges of a Bad bank: 

● Some domain experts had opposed the idea of setting up a bad bank in which banks hold a 

majority stake because it merely shifting loans from one government pocket (the public 

sector banks) to another (the bad bank). 

● Also, the commercial banks may not concentrate on the quality of loans as they always have 

an option of shifting bad loans to Bad Bank which  results in reckless lending 

● The main concern is that Bad banks may not acquire critical loans which are difficult to 

recover and only concentrate on easily recoverable loans. 

⮚ As a result, troubled Commercial banks continue to face the issue of bad loans 

● A high margin of Bad banks will curtail the profits of commercial banks which in turn, 

impact their lending capabilities. 

● There is a major moral concern whereby bad banks will employ some unethical ways to 

recover loans. 

● The govt stake in the Bad bank is criticized for political influence in decision-making. 

Especially when the majority of the NPAs are associated with the Public Sector Unit.  

● The larger systemic issues will not be addressed because a bad bank does not focus on the 

structural weaknesses in public sector banks such as management etc. 

  

Will a Bad Bank resolve the issue? 

● From a stressed bank's perspective, Bad will help them because it will get rid of all its toxic 

assets in one go. 

⮚ After its total payment of NPA from the bad bank, it can start lending again. 

● Despite a series of measures by the RBI for better recognition and provisioning against 

NPAs, as well as massive doses of capitalization of public sector banks by the government, 

the problem of NPAs continues in the banking sector, especially among the weaker banks. 

⮚ Having a Bad Bank will complement other measures taken by RBI & the government to 

clean up the banking sector. 

● Proponents of the concept feel that a professionally run bad bank, funded by private lenders 

and supported by the government, can be an effective mechanism to deal with NPAs. 
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● Many other countries had set up institutional mechanisms such as the Troubled Asset Relief 

Programme (TARP) in the US to deal with a problem of stress in the financial system in the 

wake of the 2008 financial crisis. 

Way Forward: 

● The Problem of NPA is huge in India that requires a response on multiple fronts. However, 

without reducing the problem of NPA India cannot become a trillion-dollar economy. So, 

the Bad Banks is a key to reduce the NPA’s.  

● Despite its potential benefits, the concept of a bad bank has its own limitations. Therefore, 

the need of the hour is to strengthen the fundamentals of the economy in the first place 

and emphasize better banking practices. 

 

8. Agreement on Agriculture: WTO 

Why in news? 

Recently, while addressing the G-33 Virtual Informal Ministerial Meeting, India’s Commerce and 

Industry Minister has said that the Agreement on Agriculture at the WTO is riddled with deep 

imbalances, which favour the developed countries and have tilted the rules against many 

developing countries. 

Agreement on Agriculture (AoA): 

● It is a treaty of the World Trade Organization. 

● It was negotiated during the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Trade, and entered into force with the establishment of the WTO on January 1, 1995. 

● The agreement focuses on elimination of the so-called ‘trade distorting’ agricultural 

subsidies. 

● The Agreement on Agriculture consists of three pillars—domestic support, market access, 

and export subsidies. 

(1) Domestic support 

● AoA divides domestic support into two categories: trade-distorting and non-trade-

distorting (or minimally trade-distorting). 

● It the classification of subsidies by “boxes” depending on consequences of production and 

trade: 

⮚ Amber (most directly linked to production levels) 

⮚ Blue (production-limiting programs that still distort trade) 

⮚ Green (minimal distortion) 

(2) Market access 

● Market access refers to the reduction of tariff (or non-tariff) barriers to trade by WTO 

members. 

● The 1995 AoA consists of tariff reductions of: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/agreement-on-agriculture-wto


 23 

⮚ 36% average reduction – developed countries – with a minimum of 15% per-tariff line 

reduction in next six years. 

⮚ 24% average reduction – developing countries – with a minimum of 10% per-tariff line 

reduction in next ten years. 

● Least developed countries (LDCs) were exempt from tariff reductions, but they either had 

to convert non-tariff barriers to tariffs—a process called tariffication—or “bind” their 

tariffs, creating a ceiling that could not be increased in future. 

(3) Export subsidies 

● The AoA required developed countries to reduce export subsidies by at least 36% (by value) 

or by 21% (by volume) over six years. 

● For developing countries, the agreement required cuts were 24% (by value) and 14% (by 

volume) over ten years. 

Criticism of AoA 

● AoA has been criticized for reducing tariff protections for small farmers, a key source of 

income in developing countries, while simultaneously allowing rich countries to continue 

subsidizing agriculture at home. 

● In 2017 India and China jointly submitted a proposal to the WTO calling for the elimination – 

by developed countries – of the most trade-distorting form of farm subsidies, 

● They are known in WTO parlance as Aggregate Measurement of Support (AMS) or ‘Amber 

Box’ support as a prerequisite for consideration of other reforms in domestic support 

negotiations. 

 

9. Patents (Amendment) Rules, 2021 

Why in news? 

Recently the Union Government has introduced the Patents (Amendment) Rules, 2021. 

⮚ The Patents (Amendment) Rules, 2021 came into effect on September 21, 2021 by amending 

the Patents Rules 2003. 

⮚ It will reduce the fee for patent filing and prosecution for educational institutions by 80 per 

cent. 

⮚ It aims to encourage new technology development and innovation. 

About Patents (Amendment) Rules, 2021 

Patent Fees for Educational Institutions has been reduced drastically by 80%. 

● Higher fees have been found as a greater deterrent for educational institutions engaged in 

R&D activities.  

● The patent fee has been reduced by amending provisions of Patents Rules, 2003. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/patents-amendment-rules-2021
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● Benefits related to 80% reduced fee for patent filing & prosecution have been extended to 

all educational institutions. 

● This benefit was earlier available to all recognised educational institutions owned by the 

government. 

Expedited Examination System 

● It has provisions for the Augmentation of manpower by recruiting new examiners. 

● The fastest granted patent is the one that was granted 41 days after filing such a request.  

● This facility of Expedited Examination system was initially provided for patent applications 

filed by Startups. 

● It has been now extended to 8 more categories of Patent Applicants: 

⮚ SME (Small and Medium Enterprises),  

⮚ Female applicants,  

⮚ Government Departments,  

⮚ Institutions established by a Central,  

⮚ Institutions established by a Provincial or State Act,  

⮚ Government Company,  

⮚ an institution wholly or substantially financed by the Government and  

⮚ Applicants under Patents Prosecution Highway. 

Other Provisions of Patent (Amendment) Rules, 2021 

● It will make the process of applying and granting patents completely online. 

● It will also introduce the hearing of cases in Patents through Video-Conferencing for speedy 

and contact-less proceedings. 

● DPIIT will dynamically redesign websites and introduce real time-based hassle-free 

dissemination of IP information to stakeholders. 

● It will encourage the digital process for applying & granting Patents. 

● Scheme for Facilitating Startups Intellectual Property Protection (SIPP)  

● It has been launched to provide facilitators to Startups for filing and processing of their 

applications.   

SIPP Scheme: 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) launched the scheme, Facilitating 

Start-ups Intellectual Property Protection (SIPP) in order to provide facilitators with filing and 

processing of their applications. Professional charges of such facilitators are reimbursed in accordance 

with the provisions of the scheme. 

● Professional charges of such facilitators are reimbursed as per provisions under the SIPP  

scheme. 

Feedback/ Complaint Mechanism 

● The mechanism to lodge feedback/suggestions/complaints in respect of issues related to 

the functioning of the IP offices has been set up on the IPO website. 
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● A team will act promptly on stakeholders’ suggestions/grievances and communicate 

appropriate responses through e- mail. 

Awareness activities in IPR 

● DPIIT through Cell for IPR Promotion and Management (CIPAM) and in collaboration with 

the office of CGPDTM is regularly engaged in the dissemination of information and 

knowledge. 

● It conducts awareness drives activities in schools, universities, industries, legal and 

enforcement agencies and other stakeholders in collaboration with industry Associations. 

Significance of the Amendments 

Faster Processing of Patents: 

● As a result of these efforts, the time taken for the examination of patents has come down 

to 12-30 months at present, depending upon technology fields. 

⮚ It was around an average of 72 months in 2015. 

● Further, it is expected to take half the time (average 24-30 months) for the final disposal of 

patent applications from the filing date by the end of 2021. 

More Patent filing incentives to educational institutes: 

● The Patent (Amendment) Act, 2021 can facilitate the commercialization of research 

undertaken in educational institutions. 

● It will also help in Industry academia linkage. 

Push to Atma Nirbhar Bharat: 

● It will be a major push towards Mission  Atma Nirbhar Bharat 

Remove Procedural inconsistencies: 

● The objective of the reforms is to remove procedural inconsistencies and unnecessary steps 

in the processing of applications. 

● Thus, by amending the Rules, the procedures are made more compact, time-bound, user- 

friendly and compatible for e-transactions. 
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India and world 

1. World Social Protection Report: ILO 

Why in news? 

Social Security: 

● It is a complete strategy aimed at preventing deprivation, ensuring a basic minimum income for 

the individual and his dependents, and protecting the individual from any uncertainties. 

● Access to health care and economic security measures, particularly in relation to old age, 

unemployment, sickness, disability, work injury, maternity, or the loss of a family's primary 

breadwinner, as well as additional help for families with children, are all covered by social 

protection. 

Recently, World Social Protection Report 2020-22 was released by International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) on September 1, 2021. 

Key highlights of the ILO report 

● Coverage of Social Protection: Currently, only 47% of the global population are effectively 

covered by at least one social protection benefit. 

● Covid-19 Pandemic's Challenges: Covid-19 has worsened widespread problems, including 

high levels of economic instability, chronic poverty, growing inequality, widespread 

informality, and a shaky social compact. 

● Expenditure Disparities in Social Security: It varies significantly. On average, countries spend 

12.8% of their gross domestic product (GDP) on social protection (excluding health). 

However, high-income countries spend 16.4% and low-income countries only 1.1% of their 

GDP on social protection. 

● Inequalities in Social Protection: There are significant regional inequalities in social 

protection. Europe and Central Asia have the highest rates of coverage, with 84% of people 

being covered by at least one benefit. On the other hand, Asia and the Pacific (44%), the 

Arab States (40%) and Africa (17.4%) have marked coverage gaps. 

Category wise Social Protection mentioned in the ILO report  

● Children: Only one in four children (26.4%) receives a social protection benefit. 

● Cash Maternity Benefit: Only 45% of women with newborns worldwide receive a cash 

maternity benefit. 

● Disability: Only one in three persons with severe disabilities (33.5%) worldwide receive a 

disability benefit. 

● Unemployment: Coverage of unemployment benefits is even lower; only 18.6%  of 

unemployed workers worldwide are effectively covered. 

● Old Age Pension: Around 77.5% of people above retirement age receive some form of old-

age pension. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-social-protection-report-ilo
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● Protection Against Unemployment: Only 18.6% of jobless people in the globe have 

functional unemployment insurance and so get benefits. This area of social protection is still 

underdeveloped. 

● Access to Healthcare Barriers: The expansion of population coverage has made significant 

progress. However, hurdles to healthcare access continue to exist in the form of out-of-

pocket expenditures for health services and lack of insurance coverage. Distance in terms of 

distance Healthcare service quality and acceptance, long wait times, opportunity expenses 

like missed work time, and so on. 

Effective and comprehensive social protection is required not only for social fairness and decent 

employment but also for the creation of a sustainable and resilient future. The cornerstone of a 

human-centered approach to achieving social justice is establishing universal social protection and 

implementing the human right to social security for all. 

2. Durand Line: Afghanistan and Pakistan 

Why in News? 

Recently, Taliban spoke person has said that Afghans oppose the fence erected by Pakistan along 

the Durand Line. 

About Durand line 

● The Durand Line is a product of the Great Game between the Russian and British empires in 

the nineteenth century, when the British utilised Afghanistan as a buffer against feared 

Russian expansionism to the east. 

● It is 2,640-kilometer (1,640-mile) border between Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

●  It’s the result of an agreement between Sir Mortimer Durand, a secretary of the British 

Indian government, and Abdur Rahman Khan, the emir, or ruler, of Afghanistan.  

● The agreement was signed on November 12, 1893, in Kabul, Afghanistan.  

● Greatest possible exactness of the line is attached to this agreement, taking into account the 

existing local rights of villages adjoining the frontier,” according to clause 4. 

● The line actually went across Pashtun tribal territories, dividing villages, people, and 

territory between the two “spheres of influence.” It’s been called a “hate line,” arbitrary, 

illogical, harsh, and a ruse against the Pashtuns. 

● The Durand Line has served as the official border between the two nations for more than 

one hundred years, but it has also caused controversy for the people who live there.  

The Border Issues 

● Pakistan inherited the Durand Line with its independence in 1947, as well as the Pashtun 

rejection of the line and Afghanistan’s unwillingness to recognise it.  

● In 1947, Afghanistan was the sole country that voted against Pakistan’s admission to the 

United Nations. 

● Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan demanded Pashtunistan – an autonomous entity for the Pashtuns 

at the time of Partition, though he later accepted the fact of Partition.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/durand-line-afghanistan-and-pakistan
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● The proximity of the ‘Frontier Gandhi’ to India sparked immediate hostility between the two 

countries. Pakistan’s dread of Indian support for Pashtun nationalism continues to worry 

it, and it is reflected in its Afghan policy. 

The Barrier and fence issues 

● Cross-border tensions reached an all-time high in 2017, with several attacks on Pakistani 

border posts by militants Pakistan accused Afghanistan of sheltering – the Afghan 

government accused Pakistan of providing safe haven to the Afghan Taliban and Haqqani 

Network – Pakistan began erecting a fence along the Durand Line.  

● While it may have slowed the flow of terrorists into Pakistan from Afghanistan, it did little to 

halt the flow of Afghan Taliban across the border and back. 

● The fence, which is nearly complete, has heightened tensions since Afghans and Pashtuns 

on both sides of the border regard it as a ploy by Pakistan to formalise the border and 

make their divide permanent. This is the fence that Zabiullah Mujahid claimed the Taliban 

would not tolerate. 

● The $500 million fencing consists of two sets of chain-link fences separated by a 6-foot gap 

and filled with concertina wire coils. On the Pakistani side, it stands 11.6 feet tall, while on 

the Afghan side, it stands 13 feet tall. It has 1,000 watchtowers and is equipped with security 

cameras and infrared detectors.  

3. 13th BRICS Summit 

Why in news? 

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, chaired the 13th BRICS Summit virtually on September 9, 2021. 

⮚ The theme is BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and 

Consensus. It is chosen by India. 

⮚ The Summit stressed the need to prevent Afghanistan from being used as a staging 

ground for terrorist attacks against other countries, as well as a sanctuary for terrorists. 

⮚  The BRICS nations also collectively adopted the “New Delhi Declaration“. 

Key Highlights: 

India had outlined four priority areas for its Chairship. These are: 

⮚ Reform of the Multilateral System 

⮚ Counter Terrorism 

⮚ Using Digital and Technological Tools for achieving SDGs and  

⮚ Enhancing People to People exchanges.  

Intra Afghan Dialogue: 

● The 13th BRICS summit called for an “inclusive intra-Afghan dialogue” for stability in 

Afghanistan. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/13th-brics-summit
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● BRICS leaders called for refraining from violence and settling the situation by peaceful 

means in Afghanistan, through an inclusive intra-Afghan dialogue so as to ensure stability, 

civil peace, law and order in the country.  

● They underscored the priority of fighting terrorism, including preventing attempts by 

terrorist organisations to use Afghan territory as terrorist sanctuary and to carry out attacks 

against other countries.  

● They emphasised the need to address the humanitarian situation and to uphold human 

rights, including those of women, children and minorities. 

Counter Terrorism: 

● The five nations resolved to adopt a “counter-terrorism action” plan following Taliban’s 

takeover of Afghanistan. 

● Leaders expressed strong condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations 

whenever, wherever and by whomsoever committed. Including the cross-border movement 

of terrorists, and terrorism financing networks and safe havens. 

● They rejected double standards in countering terrorism and extremism conducive to 

terrorism and called for expeditious finalisation and adoption of the Comprehensive 

Convention on International Terrorism within the UN framework 

● They welcomed adoption of the BRICS Counter-Terrorism Action Plan for the 

implementation of the BRICS Counter Terrorism Strategy. 

New Delhi Declaration: 

● At the conclusion of the Summit, the leaders adopted the “New Delhi Declaration”. 

● Leaders commended the adoption of the revised Terms of Reference for guiding BRICS 

engagement.  

● Leaders committed to preserving and further strengthening the consensus-based working 

methods in BRICS. 

● On Covid: Leaders highlighted the need for cooperation on study of origins of the SARS-COV-

2 – an important aspect of the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. 

● Called COVID-19 extensive immunization as a global public good. 

● Recognised the importance of experience and knowledge-sharing on traditional medicines. 

● UN & Multilateral Reforms: For the first time, BRICS has taken a collective position on 

strengthening and reforming multilateral systems. 

● Leaders endorsed the BRICS Joint Statement on Strengthening and Reforming the 

Multilateral System adopted by BRICS Foreign Ministers on 1 June 2021.   

● Leaders acknowledged that continued relevance of the UN system would be determined by 

its ability to adapt to contemporary realities.  

● They pledged resolve towards strengthening and reforming the multilateral system to make 

global governance more responsive and agile, effective, transparent, democratic, 

representative and accountable to Member States. 

● They called for reforms of the principal organs of the United Nations including instilling new 

life in the discussions on reform of the UN Security Council with a view to making it more 

representative, effective and efficient, and to increase the representation of the developing 

countries. 
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● On climate issues: Leaders expressed commitment to the full implementation of the 

UNFCCC, its Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement, and to the principles of UNFCCC including 

‘Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities’ in the light of 

different national circumstances. 

● They welcomed the launch of the BRICS alliance for Green Tourism to promote measures 

which can shape a more resilient, sustainable and inclusive tourism sector. 

BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan: 
● During the 12th Annual Summit held virtually in 2020, the BRICS Counter Terrorism 

Strategy was endorsed.  

● The BRICS Counter Terrorism Strategy lay down that the BRICS Counter Terrorism 

Working Group (CTWG) may discuss to consider elaborating a Plan of Action containing 

specific measures to implement the BRICS CT Strategy fully and effectively in due 

course.  

● Accordingly, within the framework of the BRICS Counter Terrorism Strategy, a BRICS 

Counter Terrorism Action Plan has been prepared in 2021.  

● The BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan defines the approach and actions of the BRICS 

countries towards areas of Counter Terrorism cooperation.    

● The Counterterrorism action plan aims to “further strengthening result-oriented 

cooperation between BRICS countries” in areas such as “preventing and combating 

terrorism, radicalization, financing of terrorism, misuse of the internet by terrorists, 

curbing travel of terrorists, border control, protection of soft targets, information 

sharing, capacity building, international and regional cooperation, etc” 

 

 

About BRICS: 
● It is the acronym coined for an association of five major emerging national economies that have 

similar economic development. The five countries are Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa. 

● The acronym was first used in 2001 by economist Jim O’Neill. Originally, the first four were 

grouped as “BRIC”. In 2010, South Africa was officially admitted as a BRIC nation. Thus, making 

the current acronym BRICS. 

 

4. India-Australia First 2+2 Dialogue 

Why in news? 

India and Australia have held their first minister-level 2+2 meeting on 11th September 2021. 

Key highlights: 

● This first ever meeting between Foreign and Defence Ministers will be held as a part of 

bilateral plan to upgrade Secretary-level 2 plus 2 interactions. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-australia-first-2-2-dialogue


 31 

● This inaugural 2+2 discussions are a cornerstone of the Australia-India Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership, which is founded on a shared commitment to a secure, stable, and 

prosperous Indo-Pacific region. 

● Economic concerns, bilateral free trade agreements, cyber security, climate change, key 

technologies, defence collaboration, and supply chains will be discussed between India and 

Australia. 

● The Ministers will travel to Indonesia, India, South Korea, and the United States for Indo-

Pacific dialogues, therefore the meeting will be part of Australia's contacts with regional 

partners. 

● A 'Joint Guidance for Navy to Navy Relationship Document' was signed by both parties. 

● The statement stresses close cooperation in regional and multilateral forums such as the 

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS), Indian 

Ocean Rim Association (IORA), and ASEAN. 

● The document is in line with the Prime Ministers of India and Australia's agreement on a 

"2020 Comprehensive Strategic Partnership." 

● India and Australia inked a Mutual Logistics Support Agreement to strengthen bilateral 

defence ties. 

● As part of coordinated maritime efforts, Australia has also deployed a Liaison Officer to the 

Indian Navy's Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR). 

India – Australia bilateral relationship: 

Economic Relations: 

● India is fastest growing major economy today and it presents Australia a rare opportunity be 

a part of the growth story. 

● From Mumbai to Melbourne, from Bengaluru to Brisbane, India will be in the market to buy 

some of the best things Australia has to offer. 

● Trade between our countries is a little less than $20 billion but there is huge potential to 

even quadruple it. 

Education Partnership: 

● Australia is the second-most popular study destination for Indian students — 60,000 

students went to Australia to learn. 

● Australian Government launched New Colombo Plan, to send more and younger Australians 

to India as a place to study and boost their own qualifications and experience. 

● Skill India Mission which Indian Government is aiming to train 400 million people by 2022, 

Australia can help us in this regard. 

● Collaboration between our institutes on high-end research, innovation, science and 

technology are central to developing our knowledge partnership. 

● Australia’s minister for education and training, senator Simon Birmingham, is bringing one of 

the largest Australian delegations of skills providers and higher education representatives to 

visit India to celebrate Australia’s knowledge partnership with India. 

 



 32 

Strategic Relations: 

● The security and stability of the Indo-Pacific is fundamental to both of the countries 

● Australia has recently adopted the terminology – “Indo-Pacific” moving away from the Asia-

Pacific bringing India into the strategic frame of the region reflecting India’s greater 

involvement in East Asian affairs, both directly and also institutionally through the East Asian 

Summit. 

● Last year both the countries saw new or expanded maritime, cyber, terrorism and 

transnational crime dialogues. 

● First bilateral maritime exercise – AUSINDEX has been introduced which will occur 

biennially now. 

● Civil nuclear cooperation agreement entered into force, enabling the export of uranium to 

India. 

Environment 

● Because both countries have similar commitments, this is an area where India and Australia 

have a lot of room to collaborate. 

● The collaboration with the research organization of Australia with National Innovation for 

Climate Resilient Agriculture. 

Indian community: 

● With a population of nearly half a million people, the Indian community in Australia 

continues to increase in size and influence. 

● After the United Kingdom and New Zealand, India is presently Australia's third-biggest 

source of immigrants and the greatest supply of trained professionals. 

● There is a steady influx of Indian students and tourists. 

● The increasing importance of the community is evident in Australia's large-scale 

celebrations of Indian festivals, particularly Deepawali. 

Other bilateral relations so far: 

● India and Australia share warm bilateral relations based on shared democratic values and 

pluralism; thus there is a growing convergence of strategic perspectives between the two 

countries. 

● Australia has come to look at India as a potential partner in promoting regional security and 

stability. 

● This outlook of Australia has led the bilateral relationship to be elevated to a Strategic 

Partnership, including adoption of a Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation in 2009. 

● The two sides also agreed to extend defence cooperation to cover research, development 

and industry engagement. 

● Over the past few months, both countries have seen increased partnership with recent navy 

to navy talks as well as a maritime bilateral security dialogue. 

● The two countries are also currently discussing a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

Agreement (CECA) which will provide greater market access to exporters of goods and 

services. 
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Challenges: 

● Adani Group is facing opposition to its plans to invest $16.5 billion in a coal mine in 

Queensland. 

● Australia’s largest coal project—which could fuel power generation for 100 million Indians 

and create 10,000 jobs in Queensland has ignited protests from environment groups. 

● They are concerned that the development will increase carbon pollution and endanger the 

health of the Great Barrier Reef marine park in northern Queensland. 

● Environmental opposition to the mine, which could begin production in 2020, has delayed 

the first phase of the project and prompted the company to cut underground capacity by 

38%. 

5. AUKUS Grouping 

Why in news? 

The U.S., U.K. and Australia announced a new trilateral security partnership, AUKUS on 15th 

September 2021. It will focus on advancing strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific region.  

Key highlights: 

● As part of this security grouping, the nuclear-powered submarines will be built in Adelaide, 

Australia, in close cooperation with the U.K. and the U.S. 

● Within 18 months, the first fleet of nuclear-powered submarines will be delivered. The pact 

will help Australia to acquire submarines that are quieter, capable of being deployed for 

longer periods and remain submerged for longer periods than conventional submarines.  

● The trilateral grouping will involve a new architecture of meetings, engagements, and 

cooperation across emerging technologies such as applied AI, quantum technologies and 

undersea capabilities. 

● With this, Australia will join the league of nations that operate nuclear-powered 

submarines. These are the U.S., the U.K., France, China, India and Russia. 

● The AUKUS will advance strategic interests, uphold the international rules-based order; 

promote peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region, along with generating hundreds of 

high-skilled jobs.  

Significance 

● There has been only one other time that the US has shared as “extremely sensitive” 

submarine propulsion technology — more than 60 years ago, back in 1958, with Great 

Britain. 

● The US is working to move past the 20-year war in Afghanistan and the chaotic U.S. exit from 

Kabul. 

● The Biden Administration has put countering China at the center of his economic and 

national security efforts, describing it as the biggest challenge of this era. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/aukus-grouping
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6. 15th East Asia Summit Energy Ministers Meeting 

Why in news? 

Recently, the 15th East Asia Summit Energy Ministers Meeting was held virtually. 

 

● The theme of the meeting was “We Care, We Prepare, We Prosper”. 

● The theme aimed at coordinating efforts of ASEAN countries in pursuing the goal of energy 

security and energy transition that will benefit the people of this region. 

● As per a release by the Ministry of Power, India confirmed that ASEAN is a region of great 

importance. 

About East Asia Summit: 

● The East Asia Summit is a unique Leaders-led forum of 18 countries of the Asia-Pacific 

region formed to further the objectives of regional peace, security and prosperity.  

● Since its inception in 2005, it has played a significant role in the strategic, geopolitical and 

economic evolution of East Asia. 

● The concept of an East Asia Grouping was first promoted in 1991 by the then Malaysian 

Prime Minister, Mahathir bin Mohamad.  

● The final report of the East Asian Study Group in 2002, established by the ASEAN+3 countries 

(i.e. China, Japan and ROK), recommended EAS as an ASEAN led development limited to the 

ASEAN +3 countries.  

● However, the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM) held in Vientiane on July 26, 

2005 welcomed the participation of ASEAN, China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia, India 

and New Zealand, in the first EAS.  

● USA and the Russian Federation were formally included as members of the EAS at the 6th 

EAS held in Bali, Indonesia on 19 November 2011. 

● It is the only leader-led forum at which all key partners meet to discuss political, security 

and economic challenges facing the Indo-Pacific, and has an important role to play in 

advancing closer regional cooperation. 

● Environment and Energy, Education, Finance, Global Health Issues and Pandemic Diseases, 

Natural Disaster Management, and ASEAN Connectivity are the six priority areas of regional 

cooperation within the framework of the EAS. 

● The membership of EAS consists of ten ASEAN Member States (i.e. Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines 

and Vietnam),  along with Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, 

Russian Federation and the USA.  

7. 21st SCO Summit 

Why in news? 

The 21st Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit at Dushanbe, Tajikistan held recently via 

video Conferencing. Discussions took place on two critical issues:  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/15th-east-asia-summit-energy-ministers-meeting
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/21st-sco-summit
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⮚ Membership of Iran to this organisation 

⮚ the unfolding security situation in Afghanistan 

About Shanghai Cooperation Organisation: 

● It is a permanent international intergovernmental organisation. It was founded in the year 

2001. 

● In 2002, the SCO Charter was signed, and it went into effect in 2003. 

● It's a political, economic, and military organisation based in Eurasian that aims to keep the 

region safe, secure, and stable. 

● It is a nine-member economic and security bloc that has evolved as one of the greatest 

transregional international organisations. It is viewed as a counterbalance to the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

                                                                    Members countries of SCO 

8 Member States 4 Observer States  6 Dialogue Partners 

China 

India 

Kazakhstan 

Kyrgyzstan 

Russia 

Pakistan 

Tajikistan 

Uzbekistan 

Afghanistan 

Belarus 

Iran 

Mongolia 

Armenia 

Azerbaijan 

Cambodia 

Nepal 

Sri Lanka 

Turkey 

 

India & SCO 

● India was made an Observer at the SCO in 2005. 

● The historical meeting of the Heads of State Council of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation was held in 2017 in Astana. 

● At the meeting the status of a full member of the Organization was granted to the Republic 

of India and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

Key- highlights of the summit  

● The summit is important as it is taking place at a time when Taliban has taken over 

Afghanistan and has declared formation of an Interim government, after the US led forces 

left that country after two decades.  
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● This has led to the fear that there will be an increase in drug trafficking, terror groups 

operating from Afghanistan. 

● The main focus of this summit was primarily on the ground situation in Afghanistan and its 

global repercussions. 

● The SCO Summit was followed by an Outreach session on Afghanistan between SCO and 

the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO). 

● Afghanistan has had an observer status in the SCO.  

● Members of the China and Russia-led Shanghai Cooperation Organisation endorsed Iran's 

future membership of the bloc that already includes South Asian rivals India and Pakistan. 

India’s stand in the 21st SCO’s summit 

The Indian delegation, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, urged the eight-member panel to come 

up with a joint approach and frame a code of conduct to stop terror financing and cross-border 

terrorism. 

● PM Modi flagged concerns over the serious humanitarian crisis unfolding in Afghanistan, 

noting that the economic woes of the Afghan people are increasing due to the blockage in 

financial and trade flows. 

● PM Modi said the recent developments in Afghanistan will have the greatest impact on 

neighboring countries like India and added that there was a need for regional focus and 

cooperation on the situation in the country. 

● He pointed out that the developments in the country could lead to an uncontrolled flow of 

drugs, illegal weapons and human trafficking. 

● Modi warned that continued instability and fundamentalism in Afghanistan would 

encourage terrorist and extremist ideologies all over the world. 

● India is committed to increasing its connectivity with Central Asia. Asserting that there 

should be respect for the territorial integrity of all countries. 

The Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) (led by Russia) 
● CSTO is an intergovernmental military alliance in Eurasia that consists of selected post-Soviet 

states.  

● The Collective Security Treaty Organization originates from the conclusion of the Collective 

Security Treaty, which was signed in Tashkent (Uzbekistan) on May 15, 1992 by the heads 

of Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.  

● Later, it was joined by Azerbaijan, Belarus and Georgia (1993).  

● The treaty entered into force upon completion of the national ratification procedures on April 

20, 1994. 

● The CSTO charter reaffirmed the desire of all participating states to abstain from the use or 

threat of force. 

8. CEPA: India-UAE 

Why in news? 

The first round of negotiations on the India-United Arab Emirates Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA) have been launched recently. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cepa-india-uae
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About India-UAE CEPA 

● Both sides will aim to conclude negotiations by December 2021 and sign a formal 

agreement in March 2022 after the completion of internal legal procedures and ratification. 

● Looking to build on the progress made by both countries under the Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership signed in 2017; both countries expressed a desire to reach a mutually 

beneficial economic deal. 

● It is emphasized that CEPA will create new jobs, raise living standards, and provide wider 

social and economic opportunities in both nations.  

● A new strategic economic agreement is expected to increase bilateral trade in goods to USD 

100 billion within five years of the signed agreement and increase trade in services to USD 

15 billion. 

About Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)  

● CEPA aims at lowering trade barriers instead of complete elimination. 

● CEPA also looks into the regulatory aspect of trade and encompasses and agreement 

covering the regulatory issues. CECA has the widest coverage.  

● CEPA covers negotiation on the trade in services and investment, and other areas of 

economic partnership.  

● It may even consider negotiation on areas such as trade facilitation and customs 

cooperation, competition, and IPR. 

● India has signed CEPAs with Japan and South Korea.  

● In 2010, Canada and India launched negotiations toward a Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA). The most recent round of negotiations was held in August 

2017 in New Delhi. 

India-UAE relations 

● The UAE is currently India’s third-largest trading partner with bilateral trade in 2019 and 

2020 valued at 59 billion dollar.  

● The UAE is also India’s second-largest export destination after the US, with exports valued 

at approximately 29 billion dollars in 2019-2020.  

● India was the UAE’s second-largest trading partner in 2019, with bilateral non-oil trade 

valued at USD 41 billion.  

● The UAE is the eighth-largest investor in India, having invested USD 11 billion between April 

2000 and March 2021, while investment by Indian companies in the UAE is estimated to be 

over USD 85 billion. 

● India’s major exports to the UAE include petroleum products, gems and jewellery, minerals, 

food items such as cereals, sugar, fruits and vegetables, tea, textiles and chemicals.  

● India’s top imports from the UAE include petroleum and petroleum products, precious 

metals, stones, gems and jewellery, minerals, chemicals and wood and wood products. 

Significance of CEPA 

● India and the UAE are each other’s largest trading partners.  

● CEPA will help in enhancing the bilateral trade and investment flows.  
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● This agreement will also assist in post-Covid economic recovery and future economic 

growth of both the countries.  

● It will create new job opportunities, boost living standards, and improve general welfare of 

the people of both the countries. 

9. Build Back Better World (B3W) Initiative 

Why in news? 

Recently, G7 countries launched the B3W initiative in the 47th summit of G7 to counter the Belt 

and Road initiative of China. 

About Build Back Better World (B3W) initiative 

● It was launched by a group of seven countries (G7) in June 2021. 

● Aim:  To address the infrastructure investment deficit in developing and lower income 

countries, the space which has been increasingly captured by China through its BRI projects.  

● The initiative also aims to catalyze funding for quality infrastructure from the private sector 

and will encourage private-sector investments that support climate, health and health 

security, digital technology, and gender equity and equality. 

● Led by the United States, the G7 countries will work to address the $40 trillion worth of 

infrastructure needed by developing countries by 2035. 

● The B3W efforts are in line with the standards and principles of the Blue Dot Network, 

relating to the environment and climate, labor and social safeguards, financing, 

construction, anti corruption, and other areas. 

● Through B3W, the G7 and other like-minded partners will coordinate in mobilizing private-

sector capital in four areas of focus—climate, health and health security, digital technology, 

and gender equity and equality with catalytic investments from our respective 

development finance institutions. 

● B3W will be global in scope, from Latin America and the Caribbean to Africa to the Indo-

Pacific. 

The guiding principles of B3W are: 

● Values-Driven. 

● Good Governance and Strong Standards. 

● Climate-Friendly.  

● Strong Strategic Partnerships. 

● Mobilize Private Capital Through Development Finance. 

● Enhancing the Impact of Multilateral Public Finance. 

About Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)  (one Belt One Road) 

● BRI is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese government in 

2013 to invest in nearly 70 countries and international organizations. 

● It involves development and investment initiatives that would stretch from Asia to Europe 

and beyond.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/build-back-better-world-b3w-initiative
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● More than 100 countries have signed agreements with China to cooperate in BRI projects 

like railways, ports, highways and other infrastructure. 

● The BRI projects broadly aim to facilitate cross-border transportation of goods, access to 

energy, creating demand for existing excess capacity in Chinese industries. 

● Since the inception of the BRI in 2013, outward investment by Beijing has been aggressive as 

China’s FDI outflow to inflow ratio increased to 1 from around 0.34 during 2001-10.  

● The project has a target completion date of 2049. 

Blue Dot Network 
● It is Led by the US’s International Development Finance Corporation (DFC), the Blue Dot 

network was jointly launched by the US, Japan (Japanese Bank for International Cooperation) 

and Australia (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) in November 2019 on the sidelines of 

the 35th ASEAN Summit in Thailand 

● It is meant to be a multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to bring governments, the private 

sector and civil society together to promote “high quality, trusted standards for global 

infrastructure development”. 

● On 25 February 2020, the Blue Dot Network is incorporated in the India-U.S. Comprehensive 

Global Strategic Partnership Joint Statement. 
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Environment 

1. Climate science information: WMO 

Why in news? 

Recently, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) released a report named United in Science 

2021. 

⮚ The report is a compilation of the latest climate science information and gives a unified 

assessment of the state of our Earth system. 

⮚ This is the third edition. 

⮚ The report is coordinated by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), with input 

from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Health Organization (WHO), the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the Global Carbon Project (GCP) etc 

Key Highlights of the report: 

Greenhouse Gas concentrations in the Atmosphere: 

● Concentrations of major greenhouse gases-Co2, CH4 and N2O continued to increase last 

year and during the first half of 2021. 

● Overall emissions reductions in 2020 likely to reduce the annual increase of the 

atmospheric concentrations of long-lived greenhouse gases, but this effect was too small to 

be distinguished from natural variability. 

Fossil Fuel Emissions: 

● Fossil CO2 emissions – coal, oil, gas and cement – peaked at 36.6 Gt CO2 in 2019, followed 

by an extraordinary drop of 1.98 GtCO2 (5.6%) in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Climate Change: 

● The pace of climate change has not been slowed by the global Covid-19 pandemic and the 

world remains behind in its battle to cut carbon emissions. 

⮚ It has caused only a temporary downturn in carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in 2020. 

⮚ High latitude regions and the Sahel are likely to be wetter over 2021–2025, than the 

recent past. 

● Reduction targets are not being met and there is a rising likelihood the world will miss its 

Paris Agreement target of reducing global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-

industrial levels. 

⮚ There is an increasing likelihood that temperatures would temporarily breach the 

threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial era, in the next five years. 

Temperature rise: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/report-on-weather-disasters-wmo
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● The global average mean surface temperature for the period from 2017–2021 is among the 

warmest on record, estimated at 1.06 °C to 1.26 °C above pre-industrial (1850–1900) 

levels. 

● Rising global temperatures are fuelling devastating extreme weather throughout the world, 

with spiraling impacts on economies and societies. 

⮚ Rising temperatures are linked to increased heat-related mortality and work 

impairment, with an excess of 103 billion potential work hours lost globally in 2019 

compared with those lost in 2000. 

⮚ COVID-19 infections and climate hazards such as heat waves, wildfires and poor air 

quality combine to threaten human health worldwide, putting vulnerable populations 

at particular risk 

Sea Level rise and coastal Impact: 

● Global mean sea levels rose 20 cm from 1900 to 2018. 

● Even if emissions are reduced to limit warming to well below 2°C, global mean sea level 

would likely rise by 0.3-0.6 m by 2100, and could rise 0.3-3.1 m by 2300. 

● In September 2020, the Arctic sea-ice extent reached its second lowest minimum on record. 

Emissions Gap: 

● Five years after the adoption of the Paris Agreement, the emissions gap is as large as ever. 

● The increasing number of countries committing to net-zero emission goals is encouraging, 

with about 63% of global emissions now covered by such goals. 

Way Forward: 

● To remain feasible and credible, 2015 Paris goals urgently need to be reflected in near-term 

policy and in significantly more ambitious NDCs for the period to 2030. 

● Adaptation strategies should be focused on low-lying coasts, small islands, deltas and 

coastal cities. 

● Covid-19 recovery efforts should be aligned with national climate change and air quality 

strategies to reduce risks from compounding and cascading climate hazards, and gain health 

co-benefits. 

● Countries should pursue an economic recovery that incorporates strong decarburization to 

significantly reduce emissions by 2030. 

 Deepor Beel: Eco-Sensitive Zone 

Why in news? 

About the sanctuary 

● It is a permanent freshwater lake, in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/deepor-beel-eco-sensitive-zone
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● The name Deepor Beel is derived from the Sanskrit word dipa which means elephant, -r 

means “of” and bil means wetland or large aquatic body in Assamese language, inhabited 

by elephants. 

● It is claimed that Beel was an important dockyard of the Tai-Ahom as well as the Mughals.  

● Aquatic vegetation includes Giant Water Lily, water hyacinth, aquatic grasses, water lilies 

and other submerged, emergent and floating vegetation. 

● The beel is a natural habitat to many varieties of birds and largest congregations of aquatic 

birds can be seen, particularly in winter, like Spot-billed pelican, lesser adjutant stork, Baer’s 

pochard, greater adjutant stork, Siberian crane. 

● It is Assam’s only Ramsar site. 

● Considering the richness of the bird varieties found in the beel, the BirdLife International has 

declared Deepor Beel as an Important Bird Area (IBA) with high priority for conservation. 

2. Groundswell Report: World Bank 

Why in news? 

Recently, the World Bank released the Groundswell report. 

Key highlights of the report: 

● The report finds that climate change, an increasingly potent driver of migration, could 

force 216 million people across six world regions to move within their countries by 2050.  

● It added that hotspots of internal climate migration can emerge as early as 2030 and 

continue to spread and intensify by 2050. 

● It has also found that immediate and concerted action to reduce global emissions and 

support green, inclusive and resilient development, could reduce the scale of climate 

migration by as much as 80 per cent. 

● As per the report, climate change is a powerful driver of internal migration because of its 

impacts on people’s livelihoods and loss of livability in highly exposed locations. 

● By 2050, sub-Saharan Africa could see as many as 86 million internal climate migrants; east 

Asia and the Pacific, 49 million; south Asia, 40 million; north Africa, 19 million; Latin 

America, 17 million and eastern Europe and Central Asia, five million. 

3. World’s Northernmost Island 

Why in news? 

A group of researchers last month set foot on a tiny island off the coast of Greenland which they 

say is the world’s northernmost point of land. 

About the new island: 

● Measuring 60×30 metres and with a peak of three metres above sea level, it has now 

become the new northernmost piece of land on Earth.  

● The group has suggested the discovery be named ‘Qeqertaq Avannarleq’, which means “the 

northernmost island” in Greenland dialect. 

● Before this, Oodaaq was marked as the Earth’s northernmost terrain. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/groundswell-report-world-bank
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-s-northernmost-island
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● Oodaaq was discovered by a Danish survey team in 1978. 

● The new island is 780 metres northwest of Oodaaq. 

● It is made up of seabed mud and moraine, i.e. soil, rock and other material left behind by 

moving glaciers, and has no vegetation. 

● The new island, which was exposed by shifting pack ice, is, however, not a direct 

consequence of climate change. 

● Over the decades, a number of expeditions have been searching for the world’s 

northernmost island.  

4. US-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP) 

Why in news? 

Recently, Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas co-chaired a virtual Ministerial meeting with the 

U.S. Secretary of Energy  to launch the revamped U.S.-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership 

(SCEP). 

Key Highlights: 

● The SCEP organizes inter-governmental engagement across five pillars of cooperation--

 Power and Energy Efficiency, Responsible Oil and Gas, Renewable Energy, Sustainable 

Growth and Emerging Fuels. Emerging Fuels to promote clean energy fuels was added to 

the list. 

● The two sides reviewed the progress, major accomplishments and highlighted new areas for 

cooperation across the aforementioned pillars. 

● A new India-U.S. Task Force on Biofuels was announced to further the scope of work 

on cooperation in the biofuels sector. 

● Both sides agreed to expand the scope of the work to include smart grid and grid storage as 

part of the second phase of the Partnership to Advance Clean Energy (PACE)-R 

initiative anchored on the Indian side by the Ministry of Science and Technology.  

● The meeting also checked the progress of the India-U.S. Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation.  

● The U.S. will help India in realising its renewable energy target of 450 GW by 2030.  

Significance of the revamped partnership 

It will intensify the efforts and take advantage of the complementarities that exist between the 

U.S. and India such as advanced technologies of the U.S. and rapidly growing India’s energy 

sector, through a cleaner energy route with low carbon pathways.  

Rechristening of Gas Task Force  

● The Gas Task Force has been rechristened to India-U.S. Low Emissions Gas Task Force to 

support India’s vision of a gas-based economy. 

● Under this Task Force, the two sides agreed to continue to develop better understandings of 

methane abatement. 

Institutionalism of India Energy Modeling Forum  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/us-india-strategic-clean-energy-partnership-scep
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● Six task forces have been constituted to carry out research and modelling in different areas. 

● Joint Committees have also been set up to deliberate on Energy Data Management, Low 

Carbon Technologies and Just Transition in the Coal Sector. 

5. Sea Cucumber 

Why in new? 

In a swift operation, the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) team at Mandapam, Tamilnadu seized two tonnes 

of sea cucumber, a banned marine species. 

About Sea cucumbers 

● Sea cucumber in India is treated as an endangered species listed under schedule I of 

Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. 

● Sea cucumbers are echinoderms from the class Holothuroidea. 

● They are marine animals with a leathery skin and an elongated body containing a single, 

branched gonad. 

● Sea cucumbers are found on the sea floor worldwide. The number of holothurian species 

worldwide is about 1,717 with the greatest number being in the Asia Pacific region. 

● Sea cucumbers serve a useful role in the marine ecosystem as they help recycle nutrients, 

breaking down detritus and other organic matter after which bacteria can continue the 

degradation process. 

● Like all echinoderms, sea cucumbers have an endoskeleton just below the skin, calcified 

structures that are usually reduced to isolated microscopic ossicles (or sclerietes) joined by 

connective tissue. 

● Sea cucumbers are named for their resemblance to the fruit of the cucumber plant. 

6. La Palma Island: Spain 

Why in news? 

Recently, a volcanic eruption on the Spanish Canary Island of La Palma has led to mass evacuation 

of around 5000 people. 

About La Palma: 

● La Palma is one of Spain’s Canary Islands, off northwestern Africa.  

● Its rugged, forested terrain is dotted with volcanoes like Teneguía and Cumbre Vieja.  

● It’s geography is a result of a volcanic formation and has an area of 708 square kilometres 

making it the fifth largest of the eight main Canary Islands. 

● Its highest mountain is the Roque de los Muchachos, at 2,423 metres being second among 

the peaks of the Canaries only to the peaks of the Teide massif on Tenerife. 

● Capital: Santa Cruz de la Palma. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sea-cucumber
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Canary Islands: 

The Canary Islands are a group of ocean island volcanoes located off the coast of western Africa 

that have been formed by volcanic activity since around 20 million years ago. It comprises the 

Spanish provinces of Las Palmas and Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 

7. Climate-Induced Migration and Modern Slavery 

Why in news? 

A new report from Anti-Slavery International and IIED is among the first to outline the critical link 

between climate-induced migration and modern slavery. 

Key highlights of the report: 

● Climate change is harming the Earth, leading to global inequality and increasing disputes 

over the use of land, water and scarce resources. 

● There is increasing migration within and outside the country's borders in search of 

resources and income. 

● At least 55 million people were internally displaced within their countries in 2020 due to 

extreme weather events. 

● There are 40.3 million people living in slavery in the world. 

● They have exposed women, children and minorities to threats such as modern slavery and 

human trafficking. 

● Forms of modern slavery include human trafficking, forced labour, debt bondage/bonded 

labour, lineage-based slavery, enslavement of children, forced and early marriage. 

Indian context in the report 

● Severe cyclones and floods in the Sundarbans delta have reduced agricultural land, which 

is a major source of livelihood. 

● Because of this, millions of people in the Sundarbans are unable to work for most of the 

year. 

● In such a situation, restrictions on smuggling were imposed by the border countries, yet 

widows and men who were willing to cross the border to India in search of employment 

were targeted by smugglers operating in the disaster affected area. 

● Trafficking of women forced them into hard labor and prostitution. 

International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) 
● IIED is a policy and action research organization based in London, UK. 

● It promotes sustainable development and links local priorities with global challenges. 

Anti-Slavery International 
● Established in the year 1839, it is the oldest international human rights organization in the 

world. 

● This is a British charity organization working to end all forms of slavery. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/climate-induced-migration-and-modern-slavery
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8. Report on Climate Indicators & Sustainable Development: WMO 

Why in news? 

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has published a new report titled “Climate Indicators 

and Sustainable Development: Demonstrating the Inter-connections” on September 22, 2021. 

Highlights of the report 

● Release of the WMO report coincides with the annual session of United Nations General 

Assembly and the opening of the SDG Action Zone, dedicated to accelerating action on the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

● The report also examines the implications of latest data & scientific research on the state of 

global climate for sustainable development in order to highlight how climate is changing and 

how these changes will help in achieving the SDGs. 

Aim of the WMO report 

● WMO published its report with the aim of demonstrating the connections between global 

climate and SDGs.  

● This goes far beyond the SDG 13 for climate action. Report also champions the need of 

greater international collaboration, which is required to achieve the SDGs. 

● It also seeks to limit the global warming to less than 2 °C or even 1.5 °C by the end of the 

current century. 

Impact of climate change on SDG: 

● If left uncontrolled, rising CO2 concentrations and global temperatures will have a severe 

impact on efforts to mitigate climate change under SDG 13. 

● As a result, other than SDG 13, the attainment of the 16 SDGs by 2030 will be jeopardised. 

● This would occur because increased CO2 emissions would be indirectly responsible for the 

remaining six climate indicators: temperature, ocean acidification and heat, sea ice extent, 

glacier melt, and sea-level rise. 

● For example, increased CO2 levels in the atmosphere will result in nutritional depletion, 

compromising food security and the SDG indicator 2.1.2. 

● This would also have an impact on SDG 1, the global target for poverty reduction. 

● Ocean acidification would result from rising CO2 levels in the water, hurting SDG indicator 

14.3.1, which deals with marine acidity. 

● Food insecurity and loss of livelihood may exacerbate resource management conflicts, 

jeopardising regional peace and stability (SDG 16.1). 

● Extreme occurrences linked to rising temperatures have an impact on rainfall patterns and 

groundwater availability, raising the risk of water scarcity and directly harming SDG 6 on 

water access and, in particular, the targets. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/report-on-climate-indicators-sustainable-development-wmo
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Science and Technology 

1. India’s Tallest Air Purifier: Chandigarh 

Why in news? 

A 24-meter-long outdoor air purification tower will be inaugurated in Chandigarh on the 

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies.  

About the tower 

● The air purification tower is capable of purifying the air of the radius of around 1 km. 

● The tower, which is stated to be the tallest in the country, has been installed at Transport 

Light Point (TPT) on Madhya Marg. 

● The equipment will also show the quality index of the air it inhales and the quality index of 

the air it will exhale. 

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies 

● The International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies is celebrated across the world every year on 

7 September. 

● The day is facilitated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

● Aim: To create awareness about the significance of air quality, that is essential to all living 

things on Earth. 

● Theme: Healthy Air, Healthy Planet 

● The main objective will be on prioritizing the need for clean air while stressing on issues also 

including planetary health as well as the Sustainable Development Goals. 

2. C-295 Aircraft Deal 

Why in news? 

The Cabinet Committee on Security approved the procurement of 56 C-295 MW transport aircraft 

from M/s Airbus Defence and Space S.A., Spain, giving a big boost to the Indian Air Force. 

⮚ This is the first project of its kind in which a military aircraft will be manufactured in India 

under technology transfer by a private company and is expected to cost close to $3billion. 

Key highlights: 

● The C-295MW transport aircraft is a transport carrier that has a 5-10 tonne capacity with a 

rear ramp door for quick reaction and para-dropping of troops and cargo. 

● C-295 aircraft is powered by two Pratt & Whitney PW-127 turbo-prop engines, which is a 

part of the PW-100 family. 

● The transport aircraft will gradually replace the ageing Avro fleet of the IAF. The IAF has 56 

Avros procured in the 1960s and they are in urgent need of replacement. 

● All 56 aircraft will be installed with indigenous Electronic Warfare Suite. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-s-tallest-air-purifier-chandigarh
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/c-295-aircraft-deal


 48 

● The project will give a boost to the aerospace ecosystem in India wherein several MSMEs 

spread over the country will be involved in manufacturing of parts of the aircraft. 

● The programme is in line with the “Atmanirbhar Bharat” and will augment domestic 

aviation manufacturing resulting in reduced import dependence and expected increase in 

exports. 

● The programme will also lead to employment generation in the aerospace ecosystem  

● It can be used for medical evacuation, using basic litters or mobile intensive care units 

(ICU) comprising of life support 

3. Lunar Science Workshop 2021: ISRO 

Why in news? 

● The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) recently held the Lunar Science Workshop 

2021 to commemorate the completion of two years of operation of the Chandrayaan-2 

orbiter in lunar orbit. 

● The observations of the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter payloads have yielded discovery-class 

findings, according to the ISRO. 

● The Chandrayaan-3 mission will most likely launch late next year. 

About the Chandrayaan-2: 

● It is the second spacecraft in the Indian series of lunar exploration satellites. 

● It included an orbiter, lander named Vikram, and rover named Pragyan to explore the 

Moon’s unexplored South Polar region. 

● It was launched on July 22, 2019 from the Sriharikota spaceport by the GSLV Mk-III. 

● It was launched into lunar orbit in August of 2019. 

● In September 2019, the orbiter and lander modules were separated as two separate 

satellites. 

Lander failure: 

● The Vikram lander’s descent went as planned, and normal performance was observed up to 

an altitude of 2.1 km above the lunar surface in September 2019. 

● As a result, communication with the lander was lost, and the lander landed hard on the lunar 

surface. 

● The six-wheeled Pragyan rover fit inside the Vikram lander. 

● A successful soft-landing would have made India the fourth country to do so, following the 

former Soviet Union, the United States, and China. 

Orbiter Role: 

● Using its eight advanced scientific instruments, the orbiter was placed in its intended orbit 

around the Moon and provided understanding of the Moon’s evolution as well as mapping 

of minerals and water molecules in polar regions. 

● The precise launch and optimised mission management have resulted in a nearly seven-year 

life for the orbiter instead of the planned one year. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lunar-science-workshop-2021-isro
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4. ATL Space Challenge 2021 

Why in news? 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), and NITI Aayog in collaboration with ISRO and CBSE successfully 

launched the ATL Space Challenge 2021 for all school students across the country. 

About ATL Space Challenge- 

● The challenge has been designed for all the school students, mentors and teachers across 

the country that not only is associated with schools having ATL labs but for all the non ATL 

schools as well. 

● This is to ensure that students of classes 6 to 12 are given an open platform where they can 

innovate and enable themselves to solve digital age space technology problems.  

● The ATL Space Challenge 2021 aligns with the World Space Week 2021 which is being 

observed from 4 to 10 October each year at the global level in order to celebrate the 

contributions of space science and technology. 

● The  aim of this challenge is to enable innovation among young school students to create 

something in the space sector that will not only help them learn about space but create 

something that a space programme can use itself. 

● This challenge aligns with this year’s theme of celebrating 75 years of India’s independence 

“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 

● Meanwhile, Students (from ATL and Non-ATL schools) can submit their entries be it a 

solution or an innovation in a team of up to three members.  

● Teams must be aligned to one of the Challenge Themes under which the problems can be 

identified. 

● Students can create a solution that can be implemented and adopted leveraging 

technologies such as: 

● Inhabit Space: AI/ML in space, 3D technology, healthcare 

● Leverage Space: visualize data, geospatial technology, drone technology 

● Explore Space: gaming technology, robotics, app development 

● Reach Space: space apps, 3D technology, artificial intelligence or machine learning in space. 

5. Digital Agriculture 

Why in news? 

Government has launched an initiative called India Digital Ecosystem for Agriculture (IDEA) that 

would place the farmer in the centre of the agriculture ecosystem leveraging open digital 

technologies. 

About the scheme: 

● The scheme aims to develop “evidence based” policy for the agriculture sector, driven by 

big data and analytics and powered by information technology 

● It  will incorporate the National Farmers Database which is being built by Microsoft under 

the aegis of Department of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare (DoAFW) 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/atl-space-challenge-2021
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● It will include farmers’ digitised land records and information from running schemes like PM 

Kisan, soil health cards, PM Fasal Bima Yojna, etc. 

● Land records database is to be crosslinked  with Aadhaar to create an unique FID  or 

a farmers’ ID where an user can access virtually the entire universe of a farmer’s activities 

● It also aims to create Agristack that would serve as a foundation to build innovative agri-

focused solutions using emerging technologies 

● The government is hoping that agristack  will help eventually to achieve the goal of 

doubling farmers’ income by 2022 

Challenges: 

● Complicated land records 

● Leaves out the tenant farmers who comprise about 12 per cent of agricultural households 

● No legal recognition of land tenancy agreements in India 

● Doesn’t solve the problem of women farmers where  substantial portion of landholdings 

are managed by women but land titles continue to be held by men 

● Suspicions on whether agristack is the precursor to a complete privatisation of agriculture 

since government has signed MOUs with Amazon, Patanjali, ESRI, StarBazaar, etc. 

● Formation of ‘Agristack’ also implies commercialisation of agriculture extension activities 

as they will shift into a private sphere. 

● Concerns over data privacy in the absence of a data protection law 

6. Rules for Ammonium Nitrate 

Why in news? 

Keeping in mind of the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon, in August last year that led to the deaths of 

over 200 people, the government has amended rules for storage and handling of ammonium 

nitrate to improve public safety. 

Ammonium Nitrate (Amendment) Rules, 2021 

● The amendments include provision for adequate fire fighting facilities in storage and 

handling areas, improvement of flooring in storage and handling area, provision for auction 

of serviceable seized Ammonium Nitrate and disposal if not fit for use and specification of 

safety distance from port area has also been prescribed. 

● In order to promote ‘Ease of doing Business’, the transfer of Ammonium Nitrate from one 

location to another of the same licensee has been permitted now.  

● The Rules have been amended to exclude regulation of stevedores (agency handling loading 

/ unloading of AN on ship). 

● Provision has been made for adequate fire-fighting facilities and shelters for security 

guards.  

● Ammonium Nitrate received at the ports is now required to be removed / transferred to the 

nearby storage houses situated 500 m beyond the port area. 

● The time for disposal (including enquiry, decision to grant or refuse) of the application for 

seeking ‘No Objection Certificate’ from District Authority or Director General of Mine 

Safety has been reduced from 6 months to 3 months.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rules-for-ammonium-nitrate
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● The capacity for storage of Ammonium Nitrate in small storehouses has been enhanced by 

rationalizing the space and quantity requirement.  

● Towards safe and speedy disposal, rule has been amended to allow auction of the seized 

lots of Ammonium Nitrate. 

● To curb pilferage of Ammonium Nitrate, provisions have been made to import Ammonium 

Nitrate in bagged form only. This will reduce the handling of loose Ammonium Nitrate at 

port and therefore will enhance safety.  

● The need for submitting applications and fees to obtain a duplicate license has been 

eliminated. System generated online copy will be sufficient. 

7. Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records (FASTER) System 

Why in news? 

Special Bench led by the Chief Justice of India has introduced the “Fast and Secured Transmission of 

Electronic Records” (FASTER) system. 

⮚ The system is meant to ensure that under-trials are not made to wait for days on end 

behind bars to be released because the certified hard copies of their bail orders were late 

to reach the prison. 

About FASTER system 

● FASTER system proposes transmission of e-authenticated copies of the interim orders, stay 

orders, bail orders and record of proceedings to the duty-holders for compliance and due 

execution, through a secured electronic communication channel. 

● The system is meant to ensure that under-trials are not made to wait for days on end 

behind bars to be released because the certified hard copies of their bail orders were late 

to reach the prison. 

● The system would also prevent unnecessary arrests and custody of people even after the 

court has already granted them its protection.  

● It may even communicate a stay on an execution ordered by the final court on time. 

● The Rules and Handbook on Practice and Procedure of the Court enable the Registry to 

transmit a certified copy of the judgment or order either in physical or electronic form.. 

8. Dark Energy 

Why in news? 

Recently, an international team of researchers directly detected the dark energy with the help of 

advanced technologies and new experiments. 

⮚ The experiment was named XENON1T. 

Key highlights of the experiment: 

● The XENON1T experiment is the world’s most sensitive dark matter experiment and was 

operated deep underground at the INFN Laboratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso in Italy. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fast-and-secured-transmission-of-electronic-records-faster-system
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● The finding also suggests that experiments like XENON1T, which are designed to detect dark 

matter, could also be used to detect dark energy. 

Dark matter: 

● First, it is dark, meaning that it is not in the form of stars and planets that we see.  

● Observations show that there is far too little visible matter in the universe to make up the 27% 

required by the observations.  

● Second, it is not in the form of dark clouds of normal matter, matter made up of particles 

called baryons.  

● Third, dark matter is not antimatter, because we do not see the unique gamma rays that are 

produced when antimatter annihilates with matter.  

About Dark energy: 

● Dark energy makes up about 68% of the universe. 
● 27% of the universe is made up of dark matter while planets, moons & massive galaxies 

make up only 5% of the universe.  
● Dark matter attracts & holds galaxies together on the other hand, dark energy repels & 

causes the expansion of universe. 

How dark energy was detected? 

● While conducting the XENON1T experiment, researchers reported an unexpected signal. 
●  There was some background noise and the electrons in XENON1T move a bit on their own 

even with no dark matter or dark energy around due to the noise. 
●  This excess was probably caused by the dark energy. 

When dark energy can be directly detected? 

● As per researchers, upcoming upgrades to the XENON1T experiment and similar 
experiments like LUX-Zeplin could help in detecting the dark energy directly. 

9. Herbicide-Tolerant Rice Varieties 

In news: 

Recently, the Prime Minister of India officially released new varieties of rice named ‘Pusa Basmati 
1979 ‘and ‘Pusa Basmati 1985’. 

Key highlights: 

● It is the country’s first-ever non-GM (genetically modified) herbicide-tolerant rice 
varieties (Pusa Basmati 1979 and Pusa Basmati 1985) that have been developed by the 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI). 

● These varieties have been developed by crossing over Pusa 1121&Pusa 1509 with Robin (It 
is a drought-tolerant, heat-tolerant and deep-rooted variety derived from Nagina 22.) 

● Instead of going GM techniques, ICMR has developed it through mutation breeding. This 
ensures that no foreign genesare in the new varieties. 

● Both the newly developed varieties contain a mutated acetolactate synthase (ALS) gene, 

which enables farmers to spray Imazethapyr, which is a cheaper and broad-spectrum 

herbicide, to control weeds. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/herbicide-tolerant-rice-varieties
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Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

Hindi translation of research publications of UNODC 

Why in news? 

● Recently, Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has released Hindi translation of two Research 

Publications of the United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC). 

● UNODC has published these reports under its Global Project, GLO SMART, these reports are: 

⮚ Global Synthetic Drugs Report 2020  

⮚ Regional Overview: Asia and Oceania 2020  

About GLO SMART: 

● The Global SMART (Synthetics Monitoring: Analyzes, Reporting and Trends) Program which 

improves the capacity of targeted Member States to generate, manage, analyze, report and 

use information on illicit synthetic drugs. 

● The South Asia component of the Program was started last year. 

Key Highlights: 

● The State has constituted a Nasha Nivaran Board under the CM Chairmanship and the State 

has formulated a drug policy, which would be released soon.   

● The State Government is committed to completely eradicate drug trafficking and looking 

forward for UNODC's support and partnership in this regard.  

Significance: 

● It would help the law enforcement agencies of the State to fight the rising menace of drugs.  

Natural farming  

Why in news? 

The Governor has highlighted the importance of Natural farming  in a meeting of State Project 

Implementation Unit under “Prakritik Krishi Khushal Kisan Yojana” at Raj Bhavan on 2nd Sep.2021. 

Key highlights: 

● About one lakh 30 thousand farmers are associated with this farming practice in the state. 

● The results of natural farming are visible on the ground and benefits are now evident to the 

farmers in the state. 

● Natural farming keeps the farmers busy throughout the year by, providing different crops 

from the same land at a time throughout the year. 

● As land holding was very less in Himachal, so by adopting this method of farming, the 

farmers would get high yield and reduce the cost. 
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● Most importantly, natural farming has the potential to increase the fertility of the land and 

products so produced are better for health. 

About Natural farming: 

● Natural Farming (NF) is a holistic alternative to the present paradigm of high -cost chemical 

inputs -based agriculture.  

● It is very effective in addressing the uncertainties of climate change.  

● Natural Farming principles are in harmony with the principles of Agroecology. 

● UN -FAO in April 2018 urged all countries to move towards the adoption of Agroecology to 

meet the twin goals of global food security and conservation of the environment. 

27 MoUs worth Rs. 3,307 crore 

Why in news? 

Recently, Himachal Pradesh signs 27 MoUs worth Rs. 3,307 crore with various Industrial Sectors. 

Key highlights: 

● These (MoUs) worth Rs. 3,307 crore was signed with various industrial sectors at 

Chandigarh, and it would provide direct and indirect employment opportunities to around 

15,000 persons.  

● As the state leads in Ease of doing Business among neighboring states, so it offers distinct 

advantages to the investors such as affordable land cost, high quality and reliable power 

supply, proactive and accessible administration. 

● Himachal is perhaps the only State in the region to have a State-of-the-art Defence Park at 

Nalagarh. 

● The proposals received are intended to make investment in various sectors such as ethanol, 

medical devices, education and skill development, pharmaceuticals, paper manufacturing, 

food processing, healthcare, automobile, electronics manufacturing and industrial 

infrastructure also. 

Nishad Kumar 

In news: 

● Governor Rajender Vishwanath Arlekar honoured Nishad Kumar, who won silver medal in 

high jump in Tokyo Paralympic.  

● Nishad kumar is from Una district 

● Naseem Ahmed was his Coach.. 

Fund for Agriculture Infrastructure 

Why in news? 

Recently, Urban Development Minister Suresh Bhardwaj expressed gratitude towards Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi for constituting special Agriculture Infrastructure Fund of 100 crore rupees. 
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Key highlights: 

● This fund of rupees one lakh crore would be beneficial in strengthening infrastructure at 

rural level. This fund would also be beneficial in providing facilities of cold store at cluster 

level and other post harvest arrangements. 

● The State Cooperation Department would also constitute a cell to provide assistance to 

registred Agricultural Institutes, Women Self-Help Group and other institutions related to 

agriculture and horticulture. 

● As the state government is also laying emphasis on infrastructure development in the state, 

but initiative of the central government to provide assistance at micro level was of utmost 

importance. 

● Several institutions were working towards strengthening agriculture and horticulture sector 

at its own level. Cooperation Department would support these institutions in 

infrastructure development. Institutions would submit the demands to the Cell and 

assistance would be provided to fulfil it. 

Bulk Water supply scheme for Shimla 

Why in news? 

Recently the Centre government approved the Bulk Water Supply Scheme for Shimla through 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change of Government of India. 

Key Highlights: 

● The Centre government has provided forest clearance for the scheme  

● Five wards of Shimla would be provided with 24x7 water supply by the end of the year. 

● The Scheme has a financial outlay of $ 250 Million, out of which World Bank will provide 

Financial assistance to the tune of $ 160 Million ( INR 1160.32 Crore) and rest amount of $ 

90 Million ( INR 652.68 Crore) will be borne by Government of Himachal Pradesh. 

● The project envisages lifting water from Satluj near village Shakrodi, involving lifting to a 

height of 1.6 km and pipe laying of 22 km to augment 67 MLD water at Sanjauli.  

● The project also seeks to replace the distribution pipe network across MC Shimla to 

upgrade it to 24x7 water supply system. 

● Additionally, the sewerage network in areas of Mehli, Panthaghati, Totu and Mashobra 

would be provided.  

This is a flagship project for the State as it seeks to provide best in class water supply and sewerage 

system in Shimla that will cater to requirements of the town up to year 2050. 

Muskan  

In news: 

● Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has congratulated Muskan, a visually impaired PhD Scholar at 

HP University Shimla and excellent singer, for becoming the Youth Icon of the Election 

Commission of India for Himachal Pradesh. 

● Muskan hails from a remote village of Sindasali in Chirgaon of Shimla district. 
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Devendra Kumar Sharma 

In news: 

Chairman, Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission, Devendra Kumar Sharma, has been 

given Aqua Foundation’s Dam Safety Life Time Achievement Award 2021, during the fifteenth 

World Aqua Congress and Dam Safety Conclave being held virtually in New Delhi from 14th to 

17th September, 2021. 

About Aqua Foundation’s Dam Safety Life Time Achievement Award: 

● This Dam Safety Life Time Achievement Award is given to a person in the country who has 

made significant contribution in the field of dam safety.  

● Theme of this year’s World Aqua Congress is Valuing Water (beyond Pricing Environmental, 

Social and Cultural Value). 

Shimla International Trade Expo- 2021 

In news: 

On 16th September 2021, Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has inaugurated Shimla International Trade 

Expo-2021 organized by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry at Car Parking cum Commercial 

Complex near the Lift, Cart Road, Shimla. 

CHC Rewalsar 

In news: 

● Recently, CHC Rewalsar  has been upgraded to Civil Hospital, 

Idam Rashtraya Idam Na Mam 

In news: 

● Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur on the occasion of birth anniversary of Pandit Deen Dayal 

Upadhyaya released book titled Idam Rashtraya Idam Na Mam written by Dr. Inder Singh 

Thakur . 

H.P. Cabinet Decisions 

In news: 

The meeting of State Cabinet held on 24th September, under the chairmanship of Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur 

Key Highlights: 

● The Cabinet has decided to open schools with effect from 27th September,  for 9th to 

12th standard.  
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● The students of class 10th and 12th standard would attend schools on Monday, Tuesday 

and Wednesday, whereas students of class 9th and 11th would attend schools on 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday in a week. Online classes and examination for classes up 

to 8th standard would continue.  

● The Cabinet decided to create and fill up 8000 posts of Multi Task Workers in the 

educational institutions under Higher and Elementary Departments as per the provisions of 

the Part Time Multi Task Workers Policy 2020. As per the policy these Multi Task Workers 

would be provided a consolidated honorarium of Rs. 5625 per month for 10 months in one 

academic year.  

● The Cabinet decided to  amend the transfer policy for inter district transfer of JBT and C 

and V teachers in the State by reducing the existing tenure from 13 years to  five years, 

including contract period, for transfer to another district and also increase the quota from 

existing 3 percent to 5 percent.  

● It also decided to enhance honorarium of IT teachers outsourced in various educational 

institutions in the State by Rs. 500 per month from 1st April, 2021.  

● The Cabinet gave its approval to open a new Ayurvedic Health Centre at village Chhiyal in 

gram panchayat Nasogi in Manali tehsil of Kullu district.  

● It also gave its approval for renaming Forest Training Institute and Rangers College 

Sundernagar as Himachal Pradesh Forest Academy.  

● In order to encourage establishment of big/mega/anchor units with sizeable investment in 

the State, the State Cabinet gave its consent to draft proposal for Customised Package of 

Incentives for Mega Industrial Projects in the State under Himachal Pradesh Industrial 

Investment Policy and Rules -2019.  

● It gave its approval for filling up 20 posts of Naib Tehsildar in Revenue Department through 

direct recruitment on regular basis.  

● It also gave its approval to the policy of replacement/maintenance of damaged crash 

barriers in the State to ensure safety of the commuters. 

● It also decided to rename Himachal Grihini Suvidha Yojna as Mukhyamantri Grihini Suvidha 

Yojna.  

● It also decided to rename Himachal Health Care Yojna- Himcare as Mukhyamantri Himachal 

Health Care Yojna-Himcare.  

● The Cabinet gave its nod to rename Sahara Yojna as Mukhyamantri Sahara Yojna.  

● The Cabinet decided to open a new Division of Jal Shakti Department at Baijnath in Kangra 

district alongwith creation and filling up of requisite posts.  

● It also decided to upgrade Government High Schools, Palchaan, Janna and Shirad to Senior 

Secondary Schools and Government Middle School Hallan-I to Government High School in 

Manali area of Kullu district, alongwith creation and filling up of 22 posts of different 

categories.   

● It also decided to open new primary schools at Shililarji and Damsed in Seraj Vidhan Sabha 

area of Mandi district.  

● It also decided to upgrade Government Middle School Shalagad to Government High 

School and Government High School Dharot Dhar to Government Senior Secondary School 

in Mandi district.  

● The Cabinet gave its consent to create and fill up 10 posts of different categories in 

Himachal Pradesh Staff Selection Commission, Hamirpur for its smooth functioning. 
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● It also approved to upgrade Sub Tehsil Sainj in Kullu district to Tehsil to facilitate the people 

of the area.  

● The Cabinet decided to upgrade Primary Health Centre Swarghat in Bilaspur district to 

Community Health Centre alongwith creation of requisite posts.  

● It also decided to upgrade Primary Health Centres Arsu in Kullu district to Community 

Health Centre and Primary Health Centre Nithar to Community Health Centre. It also 

decided to open Primary Health Centres at Jagatkhana, Ghatu, Bagipul and Urtu in Kullu 

districts alongwith creation and filling up of requisite posts to manage these health 

institutions.  

● It also decided to upgrade Primary Health Centre Gadsa in Banjar area of Kullu district to 

Community Health Centre alongwith creation of requisite posts to man this health 

institution.   

● Presentations were also made by the General Administration Department on Swarnim 

Drishti Patra and on Covid-19 situation in the State by the Health Department. 

Beti Hai Anmol yojna 

Why in news? 

Under Beti Hai Anmol Yojna since 1 January, 2018 till 30 June, 2021 an amount of Rs. 3091.56 lakh 

has been spent, benefitting 16443 girl child in first phase and 87179 girls in second phase. 

About Beti Hai Anmol Yojana: 

● Beti Hai Anmol Yojna is proving beneficial in providing financial assistance to eligible needy 

families. 

● Under the scheme, post birth grant of Rs. 12 thousand is being given upto two girl child of 

the identified families living below poverty line. 

● The scheme aims to improve sex ratio and to help girls to become self reliant and 

independent.  

● The amount of Rs. 12 thousand is being deposited into the bank or post office account of 

the girl child, which can be withdrawn on completion of 18 years of age.  

● Scholarship is also provided to the girl child, from schooling till graduation on annual basis. 

An amount of Rs. 450 is provided to girl child studying in class 1st upto 3rd standard, Rs. 750 

in class 4th, Rs. 900 in class 5th, Rs. 1050 per annum from 6th to 7th standard, Rs. 1200 per 

annum in class 8th, Rs. 1500 per annum in class 9th and 10th, Rs. 2250 per annum in class 

11th and 12th and rupees five thousand per annum at graduation. 

Besides Beti Hai Anmol Yojna, for betterment of the girl child and to make them self reliant, the 

state government has also announced a provision of post birth grant of Rs. 21 thousand in the shape 

of fixed deposit at the time of birth of girl child by rationalizing and unifying the scheme with Beti 

Hai Anmol Yojna. 
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State level committee for certification of advertisements 

In news: 

 A state level certification committee has been constituted by the state election department to deal 

with applications from political parties and organizations for certification of advertisements on 

television channels, cable networks, radio, video and social media websites during the by-

elections. 

Key Highlights: 

● The committee would be headed by the Additional Chief Electoral Officer-cum-Joint 

Secretary (Elections) 

● The committee will deal applications for certification of advertisements on television 

channels, cable networks, radio, video, social media websites by the all registered political 

parties having their headquarters in Himachal Pradesh and all organizations or group of 

persons or associations having their registered offices in the State.. 

Defence 

28th Edition of ‘SIMBEX-2021’ 

● The name of the annual bilateral maritime exercise is Singapore-India Maritime 

Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX). 

● The SIMBEX-2021 was hosted by the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) in the southern 

fringes of the South China Sea. 

4th ‘AUSINDEX’ 

● The 4th edition of AUSINDEX which is the bilateral naval exercise commenced on 6th Sep 

and will be held till 10th Sep 2021. 

● The AUSINDEX is held between the Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Navy.  

 ‘Surya Kiran’  

● The major focus of the exercise is countering terror drills and perform disaster relief 
operations. 

● The exercise will also enhance interoperability between the militaries of India and Nepal. 

‘Samudra Shakti’ 

● India was represented by INS Shivalik and Kadmatt which reached Jakarta, Indonesia. 

India’s Aircraft P8I also participated in the exercise. 

● The 3rd ‘Samudra Shakti’ exercise was held at Sunda Strait, Indonesia. 

INDEX AND RANKING 

Rabobank’s 2021 Global Top 20 Dairy Companies List 

● The list is topped by, Lactalis, which is based in France. It has an annual turnover of US 
$23.0 billion. 

● The 2nd position was marked by Nestle based in Switzerland and the 3rd position was 
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marked by Dairy Farmers of America based in the US. 

Hurun India Future Unicorn List 2021 

● As per the details from the list, India has 51 unicorns, the USA has 396 unicorns and 

China has 277 unicorns. 

● India has added 3 unicorns every month and hence took the count to 51. India’s 

unicorn is currently worth $168 billion. 

Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2022 

● The 2nd and 3rd positions were marked by the California Institute of Technology and 

Harvard University respectively. 

● The list is comprised of ranking for 1,600 universities across 99 

countries and territories. NIRF India Rankings 2021 

● This is the 6th edition of the NIRF India Rankings and ranks the higher educational 

institutions of India as per the criteria to promote excellence. 

● The list is topped by the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras in the overall domain 

and engineering domain. 

Global Innovation Index 2021 

● The Global Innovation Index 2021 was released by World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO). 

● The 1st rank was marked by Switzerland with a score of 65.5 in the high-Income group 
category. 

FSSAI’s 3rd State Food Safety Index 

● The index is the effort taken by GOI to provide safe and quality food to the Indians. 

● The index measures the performance of all the Indian states in 5 parameters. 
 

MOU and Agreements 

AREAS signed MoU with Three Institutions 

● The MoU was signed to promote cooperation in renewable energy technologies in India. 

● The MoU was signed during the 7th Foundation Day of AREAS. 

 MoU signed between DAHD and MoRD 

● The MoU was signed for the purpose of rural economic development and growth. 

● Under this MoU, rural economic growth will be attained by leveraging the SHG platform. 

India signed MoU with Nepal 

● The MoU was signed to reconstruct 14 cultural heritage projects and 103 health projects 
in Nepal. 

● The construction project was signed between the Indian Embassy in Nepal and Nepal's 

Central Level Project Implementation Unit (Building) of the National Reconstruction 
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Authority (NRA). 

NeGD signed MoU with NLU Delhi and NLIU Bhopal 

● The NeGD comes under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 

● The MoU was signed to set up Cyber Lab for the 'Online Capacity Building Programme on 
Cyber Law, Crime Investigation and Digital Forensics'. 

 
Project Agreement signed between India and US 

● The PA was signed for the purpose of an Air-Launched Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (ALUAV). 

● The agreement was signed under the Joint Working Group Air Systems in the Defence 

Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI). 

APEDA signed MoU with ICAR-IIMR 

● The MoU was signed with an aim to enhance exports through quality production & 

processing, enhance value addition and farmers’ income. 

● The MoU will be led to having market linkage with farmers and Farmer Producers 

Organizations (FPOs). 

Punjab Gov. signed MoU with AMCHAM India 

● The MoU aims to promote investment and boost ease of doing business ability for the 

US member companies in the state. 

● To execute the MoU, a joint working group will be formed which will include members 

from AMCHAM India and Invest Punjab. 

HDFC Bank signed MoU with NSIC 

● The HDFC Bank will offer MSMEs specially designed schemes that will enhance their 

competitiveness in the market. 

● The support will be granted to the MSME projects in the areas they are located and to 

other major industrial sectors of India. 

AIIA signed MoU with NICM Western Sydney University, Australia 

● The All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) signed MoU with NICM Western Sydney 

University, Australia. The AIIA comes under the Ministry of Ayush. 

● The MoU was signed to support and appoint an Academic Chair in Ayurveda.  

OneWeb signed MoU with Hughes Network System 

● OneWeb which is backed by Bharti Group has signed MoU with Hughes Network 

System which is a United States company. 

● The MoU was signed at the session held at Satellite 2021 in the US for Low Earth Orbit 

(LEO) satellite service in both countries. 

India and ADB signed Loan Agreement for Maharashtra 

● The funds will be used to provide finance to the ongoing Maharashtra Rural 

Connectivity Improvement Project. 

● The loan amount will also be used to improve an additional 1,100 rural roads and 230 
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bridges for a total length of 2,900km in 34 districts of the state. 

IIT Kanpur signed MoU with IAF 

● The MoU was signed for collaboration in the academic and research sector, 

particularly in the aerospace technology domain. 

● The MoU was also signed to set up Air Vice Marshal Harjinder Singh Chair of Excellence.  

AMNS signed MoU with NSIC 

● The MoU was signed to offer critical steel products to MSMEs in the steel sector. 

● They will jointly frame a network that will deliver critical products to the MSME units. 

Agricultural Ministry signed MoUs with Private Companies 

● The Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare signed five MoUs with the private 

companies. 

● The MoUs were signed with: CISCO, ITC Limited, Ninjacart, Jio Platforms Limited, and 

NCDEX e- markets Limited (NeML). 

Assam Government signed Agreement with SIDBI 

● The agreement was signed to set up an innovation fund to promote the startups in the 
state. 

● In this regard, the SIDBI and Assam Government signed a commitment letter of Rs 350 

crore. 

 Ministry of Ayush signed MoU with American Herbal Pharmacopoeia 

● The MoU was signed to enhance the export potential of the ASUH (Ayurveda, Siddha, 

Unani, and Homoeopathy) drugs. 

● Both the entities will work to frame safety and standards for ASU&H drugs. 

 IIFL HFL signed Co-Lending Agreement with PNB 

● The co-lending agreement aims to enhance the distribution of affordable housing 

loans and MSME loans. 

● As per the agreement, the 80% amount of the loan will be granted by PNB.  

TRIFED signed MoU with Big Basket and Purty Agrotech 

● The MoU is part of GOI’s transformational programs for tribal livelihoods. 

● Both the MoUs will help to transform and boost the livelihoods of the tribal community. 

 Merger Deal signed Between ZEEL and SPNI 

● The board of Zee Entertainment Enterprises Limited (ZEEL) approved the merger of the 

company with Sony Pictures Networks India (SPNI). 

● The aim behind this merger is to attain higher growth and profitability and become 

leading media and Entertainment Company across South Asia. 

DAHD signed MoU with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
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● The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) has signed an MoU with 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

● Both the entities  will work to enhance animal health and various production 

programs will be executed to attain the objectives of the MoU. 

ICRISAT signed MoU with WFP 

● The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) signed 

MoU with United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). 

● They have signed MoU to enhance partnership for various initiatives and programs 

which will strengthen food, nutrition security, and livelihoods in India. 

Defence Ministry signed Deal with Airbus Defence and Space of Spain 

● The Minsitry of Defence, GOI signed a contract with Airbus Defence and Space of Spain to 

procure 56 C-295 military transport aircraft. 

● The C-295 military transport aircraft will replace Avro-748planes of IAF. 

 India signed Agreement with Bhutan for Development in Small Satellites 

● The agreement was signed by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Scientific 

Secretary, R Umamaheswaran, and the Department of Information Technology and 

Telecom (DITT) of Bhutan, Director, Jigme Tenzing. 

● The current agreement is the part of MoU signed between both nations for the 

purpose of peaceful uses of outer spaces. 

India and Oman signed Agreement for Maritime Security Cooperation 

● The agreement was signed between Chief of Navy Staff Admiral Karambir Singh and his 

Omani counterpart Admiral Saif bin Nasser bin Mohsen Al-Rahbi in Muscat. 

● Under the agreement, the exchange of related data for the purpose of identity and 

movement of commercial non-military merchant vessels will take place. 

India and the US signed Two MoUs 

● One of the MoU was signed to enhance cooperation Health and Biomedical sciences 
sector. 

● The second MoU was signed to enhance cooperation with International Centre for 

Excellence in Research (ICER). 

 

Government Schemes 

‘Mission Vatsalya’-- Maharashtra 

● The mission aims to help women who lost their husbands due to COVID-19. 

● Under this mission, several services and 18 benefits will be granted to the women who 

lost their husbands due to COVID-19. 

‘Y-Break App’ 

● The app aims to create awareness about Yoga and its impact in day to day life. 
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● The Yoga protocol in the app showcases simple Yogic practices so that people can 

replicate them easily. 

‘Saath’-- Rural Enterprises Acceleration Programme 

● The programme will transform the lives of the women, make them independent to 

deal with social and financial sectors. 

● The programme will provide mentorship and market connectivity to the products 

developed by SHGs. 

‘Centre of Excellence on Offshore Wind’ 

● It is part of the green strategic partnership between both nations. 

● It was launched by Union Minister for Power, New and Renewable Energy, RK Singh, 

and Denmark’s Minister for Climate, Energy, and Utilities, Dan Jorgensen. 

‘Millet Mission’-- Chhattisgarh 

● The ‘Millet Mission’ aims to offer proper price rates to farmers for minor cereal crops. 

● The mission also aims to make the state India’s millet hub. 

 Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojna 

● The Union Tribal Affairs Minister, Arjun Munda announced that Pradhan Mantri Adarsh 

Gram Yojana(PMAGY) will be started in 36000 villages of India. 

● The villages having 50% of the tribal population will be given priority under the scheme.  

Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD) 

● The CAFMD  will help to enhance India-US bilateral cooperation in the domains of 

climate and environment. 

● It was launched by Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Bhupender 

Yadav with U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate (SPEC) in New Delhi, John Kerry. 

‘iRASTE’ Project 

● The project aims to enhance road safety and reduce road accidents in Nagpur. 

● The project uses the features of AI (Artificial Intelligence), as AI will help to develop 

smarter and safer vehicles, roads, and drivers. 

‘Project Udaan’—IIT Bombay 

● The ‘Project Udaan’ is a language translator which will make it easy for the students to 

understand educational content in their own language. 

● The project is a donation-based project and is an end-to-end ecosystem.  

‘Shoonya Campaign’ 

● The NITI Aayog in partnership with US-based Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) and RMI 

India launched the ‘Shoonya Campaign’. 

● The ‘Shoonya Campaign’ aims to promote zero-pollution delivery vehicles by working 

with consumers and the industry. 



 65 

Uttar Pradesh Matra Bhumi Yojana 

● The scheme allows the direct participation of the common man in the development work 
of the state. 

● The scheme will strengthen the participatory rural economy and infrastructure. 

PLI scheme for Auto, Auto-Components and Drone Industries 

● The approval was made with an aim to enhance the manufacturing capabilities of Indian 
industries. 

● The PLI scheme will lead to emerge advanced automotive technologies’ for the global 

supply chain in India. 

Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

● The Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana comes under the aegis of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana. 

● Under the Yojana, the entry-level training will be given to the youths by Railway 

Training Institutes. ‘Ek Pahal Drive’ 

● It is the Pan-India Special Campaign that aims to grant Justice Delivery at the doorstep. 

● It was launched to encourage mass registration under Tele-Law and create aspiration 

of access to justice for people. 

LS Speaker inaugurated NIDHI 2.0 Scheme 

● The scheme was launched by the Ministry of Tourism with an aim to digitize the 

tourism sector and promote ease of doing business for the hospitality & tourism sector. 

● The scheme encourages associated units to register themselves on the platform and 

become part of the hospitality and tourism industry. 

 

Summits and Conferences 

40th Meeting of the National Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB) 

● He launched the Combined Reciprocal Common Transport Agreement (CRCTA). It will 

offer carriage facilities among state governments of Rajasthan, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and 

Haryana. 

● The dignitaries discussed Draft Regional Plan 2041. This will enable interstate 

connectivity, trade activities, and transportation facilities. 

6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 

● India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 

in a virtual manner. 

● India was also represented by Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep 

Singh Puri. 

 4th Round of ‘Indo-Danish Joint Commission Meeting (JCM)’ 
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● The 4th round of ‘Indo-Danish Joint Commission Meeting (JCM)’ was held and the Indian 

delegation was led by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. 

● At the meeting, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar mentioned that Denmark is the 

only country with which India has a green strategic partnership. 

16th Sustainability Summit 2021 

● The 16th Sustainability Summit 2021 was addressed by Union Minister of Agriculture 

and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar. 

● While addressing the summit, Narendra Singh Tomar mentioned that the 16th 

sustainability is building a resilient future that is leveraging science, technology, and 

finance. 

1st Meeting of Governing Body of ‘Vatan Prem Yojana’ 

● The members approved to undertake public welfare projects worth Rs. 1,000 crores 

jointly with non- resident Gujaratis by December 2022. 

● These projects will be undertaken by Gujarat’s ‘Vatan Prem Yojana’. 

 Inaugural Conclave of Shikshak Parv was Addressed by PM Modi 

● Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the inaugural conclave of Shikshak Parv 

via video conference. 

● PM Modi launched Indian Sign Language Dictionary which is an audio and text 

embedded sign language video for the hearing impaired and it is in conformity with 

the Universal Design of Learning. 

13th BRICS Summit 

● PM Modi expressed his gratitude towards BRICS members for cooperating with India 

during its ongoing BRICS Chairmanship. 

● He mentioned to boost the cooperation among BRICS nations with the motto of 'Build-

back Resiliently, Innovatively, Credibly and Sustainably'. 

US-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP) Meeting 

● India was represented by Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri and 

the US was represented by U.S. Secretary of Energy, Jennifer Granholm. 

● Both the dignitaries discussed progress and achievements made by both nations in 

various sectors.  

5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament 2021 

● The 5WCSP was organised by the Austrian Parliament, Inter Parliamentary Union, and 

the United Nations. 

● The 5WCSP is the world’s largest function of the highest level of parliamentary 

representation. 

 India and Australia held Inaugural 2+2 Dialogue 

● India was represented by Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Union External 
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Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. 

● They held the discussion with their counterparts, Peter Dutton and Marise Payne. 

 18th ASEAN-India Economic Ministers Consultations 

● The consultation meeting was co-chaired by Anupriya Patel and H.E. Dato Dr. Amin Liew 

Abdullah, Minister of Finance and Economy, Brunei Darussalam. 

● The meeting observed the participation of economic ministers of ASEAN countries.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit 

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi represented the Indian delegation at the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit via video conference. 

● This was the 21st edition of the SCO summit and had special importance as the SCO 

organization is celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2021. 

 

Appointments 

Name of the Person Designation 

Dorje Angchuk Indian Astronomical Observatory of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics 

(IIA) at Hanle in the Ladakh region 

Sanjeeb Chaudhuri Part-time chairman of the IDFC FIRST Bank Limited by RBI 

Pankaj Kumar Singh Director-General (DG) of Border Security Force (BSF) 

Mirabai Chanu Ambassador for Adidas ‘Stay in Play’ campaign 

Alar Karis 5th President of Estonia 

Atul Bhatt CMD of Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Ltd (RINL) 

Dr PPK Ramacharyulu Rajya Sabha Secretary General by Rajya Sabha Chairman, M Venkaiah 

Naidu 

Ashish Singhal MD of SVC Bank 

Suman Sharma MD of Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) 

Vartika Shukla First woman Chairperson and MD of Engineers India Ltd 

Rani Rampal (India’s Women Hockey Player) 

and Smriti Mandhana (India’s Women 

Cricketer) 

Brand Ambassadors for Equitas Small Finance Bank (ESFB) 

Cyrus Poncha Vice-President of the Asian Squash Federation (ASF) 
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S.L.Tripathy Chairman-cum-Managing Director of United India Insurance Company 

Limited 

Harsha Bhupendra Bangari New Managing Director (MD) of the Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM 

Bank) 

Nirlep Singh Rai CMD of National Fertilizer Limited (NFL) 

Neeraj Chopra Multi-year brand partnership with Tata AIA Life Insurance 

Ramesh Narayan Asian Federation of Advertising Associations (AFAA) Hall of Fame at 

AdAsia 2021 

Satish Parekh President of the India chapter of the International Road Federation 

(IRF) 

Rajnish Kumar Economic Advisor to Andhra Pradesh government 

G.S. Pannu President of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) 

V. Vaidyanathan MD & CEO of IDFC First Bank by RBI 

G C Murmu Chairman of the Assembly of the Asian Organisation of Supreme Audit 

Institutions (ASOSAI) 

Satyajit Tripathy CMD of United India Insurance Company Limited (UIIC) 

Lt Gen Gurmit Singh Governor of Uttarakhand 

Banwarilal Purohit Governor of Punjab 

R.N.Ravi Governor of Tamil Nadu 

Prof. Jagdish Mukhi Governor of Nagaland 

Bhupendra Patel New Chief Minister of Gujarat 

Iqbal Singh Lalpura Chairman of the National Commission for Minorities 

Aziz Akhannouch New Prime Minister of Morocco 

Rahul Dravid Brand Ambassador of Piramal Realty 

Justice M. Venugopal New Acting Chairperson of the National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT) 
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Prativa Mohapatra Vice president and managing director for Adobe India 

Pawan Kumar Goenka Chairperson of the Indian National Space Promotion Authorization 

Centre (In-SPACe) 

Vijay Goel Vice-Chairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) 

Jim Lanzone CEO of Yahoo 

Renate Nyborg CEO of the Dating app Tinder 

Sameer Sharma New Chief Secretary of Andhra Pradesh 

Justice (Retired) Indu Malhotra New Ombudsman cum Ethics Officer of Delhi and Districts Cricket 

Association (DDCA) 

Amit Saxena RBI Innovation Hub as the Chief Technology Officer (CTO) 

Rohit Sharma Brand Ambassador of TAGG 

Kriti Sanon Indian Brand Ambassador of FOSSIL 

Alka Nangia Arora CMD of National Small Industries Corporation Ltd. (NSIC) 

Baijayant Panda Chairperson of the committee set up by Defence Ministry to review 

the National Cadet Corps 

Rajnath Singh Chair the Group of Ministers (GoM) set up by GOI to improve the 

implementation of various schemes for SC, ST, OBC, Minorities, and 

Women. 

Pankaj Tripathi Brand Ambassador for Fino Payments Bank Limited 

Manika Shyokand ‘Goodwill Ambassador’ of the water conservation campaign in Haryana 

Raninder Singh President of the National Rifle Association of India (NRAI) 

Nobel Laureate Kailash Satyarthi New Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocate by United 

Nations Chief Antonio Guterres 

Charanjit Singh Channi Chief Minister of Punjab 

Vice Chief of IAF Air Marshal Vivek Ram 

Chaudhari 

Next Chief of Air Staff 
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Gordon Brown Ambassador for Global Health Financing of the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) 

Rajiv Aggarwal Director of Public Policy by Facebook India 

Justin Trudeau Prime Minister election of Canada 

Rajiv Bansal Secretary in the Ministry of Civil Aviation 

Suresh Raina Brand Ambassador of Howzat Fantasy Sports Platform 

K Kasturirangan To head a 12-member committee set up by the Education ministry to 

frame new curriculums for school, early childhood, teacher, and adult 

education 

Debabrata Mukherjee Chairman of the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for the period of 

2021-2022 

Pratap G. Pawar Deputy chairman of the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for a period 

of 2021-2022 

Magnus Carlsen Mastercard Global Brand Ambassador 

CK Ranganathan President of All India Management Association (AIMA) 

Fumio Kishida Prime Minister of Japan 

Aveek Sarkar Chairman of Press Trust of India (PTI) 

Lieutenant General Gurbirpal Singh 34th Director-General of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) 

 

Award and Honors 

 

Awards Awardee 

Bird Photographer of the Year (BPOTY) 2021 Award Alejandro Prieto 

Association for Talent Development (ATD) 2021 Best Award Power Grid Corporation of India Limited 

(POWERGRID) 

International Lifetime Achievement Award in Neurosurgery by 

the American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) 

Dr. Basant Kumar Misra 

Dun & Bradstreet Corporate Award 2021 under the category of Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Ltd (SJVN) 
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Best Growth Performance Power 

Behler Turtle Conservation Award Shailendra Singh (Indian Biologist) 

7th Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance Award Namita Gokhale (Writer) 

22nd National Award for Excellence in Energy  Management 

from CII 

Golden Rock Railway Workshop (GOC), 

Tiruchchirappalli 

2021 Africa Food Prize for improving food security in sub-

Saharan Africa 

International Crops Research Institute for the Semi- 

Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) 

Swami Brahmanand Award 2021 Anand Kumar (Mathematician) 

UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize 2021 National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) 

Florence Nightingale Award Bhanumati Gheewala (Nurse from Sir Sayajirao 

General Hospital, Gujarat) 

National Florence Nightingale Award 2020 Brigadier SV Sarasvati 

‘Global Goals Awards’ 2021 of the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 

2021 Changemaker Award Fairooz Faizah Beether (Bangladesh) 

CIPS Excellence in Procurement Awards for 2021 under the 

category of ‘Best Use of Digital Technology’ 

Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 

2021 IHA Blue Planet Prize for excellence in sustainable 

hydropower development 

510MW Teesta V Power Station of Sikkim (owned by 

NHPC Limited) 

 

Important dates and themes 

Date Day Theme 

2nd September 2021 World Coconut Day Theme: ‘Building a Safe Inclusive Resilient 

and Sustainable Coconut Community Amid 

COVID-19 Pandemic & Beyond’ 

5th September 2021 International Day of Charity -- 

5th September 2021 National Teacher’s Day -- 

6th September to 12th September 2021 Food Processing Week -- 

7th September 2021 International Day of Clean Air Theme: Healthy Air, Healthy Planet 
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for blue skies 

8th September 2021 International Literacy Day Theme: Literacy for a human- centered 

recovery: Narrowing the digital divide 

9th September 2021 International Day to Protect 

Education from Attack 

-- 

9th September 2021 World EV Day -- 

10th September 2021 World Suicide Prevention Day 

(WSPD) 

Theme: ‘Creating hope through action’ 

11th September 2021 World First Aid Day Theme: ‘First aid and road safety’ 

12th September 2021 International Day for South-

South Cooperation 

-- 

14th September 2021 National Hindi Diwas or Hindi 

Day 

-- 

15th September 2021 International Day of 

Democracy 

Theme: ‘Strengthening democratic 

resilience in the face of future crises’ 

15th September 2021 Engineer’s Day -- 

15th September 2021 World Lymphoma Awareness 

Day 

-- 

16th September 2021 International Day for the 

preservation for the Ozone 

layer (World Ozone Day) 

Theme: ‘Montreal Protocol – keeping us, 

our food and vaccines cool’ 

17th September 2021 World Patient Safety Day Theme: ‘Safe maternal and newborn care’ 

18th September 2021 World Bamboo Day Theme: ‘#PlantBamboo: It Is Time To Plant 

Bamboo’ 

18th September 2021 International Coastal Cleanup 

Day 

Theme: ‘Keep trash in the bin and not in the 

ocean’ 

18th September 2021 World Water Monitoring Day -- 

18th September 2021 International Equal Pay Day -- 

18th September 2021 International Red Panda Day -- 
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(IRPD) 

(Third Saturday of Sep) 

20th September to 26th September 

2021 

International Week of the Deaf Theme: ‘Celebrating Thriving Deaf 

Communities’ 

21st September 2021 International Day of Peace Theme: ‘Recovering Better for an Equitable 

and Sustainable World’ 

21st September 2021 World Alzheimer’s Day Theme: ‘Know Dementia, Know Alzheimer’s 

22nd September 2021 World Rhino Day -- 

23rd September 2021 International Day of Sign 

Languages 

Theme: ‘We Sign For Human Rights’ 

20th September to 26th September 

2021 

‘Vanijya Saptah’ -- 

25th September 2021 Antyodaya Diwas -- 

25th September 2021 World Pharmacist Day Theme: ‘Pharmacy: Always trusted for your 

health’ 

26th September 2021 International Day for the Total 

Elimination of Nuclear 

Weapons 

-- 

26th September 2021 World Environmental Health 

Day 

Theme: Prioritizing Environmental Health 

for healthier communities in the global 

recovery 

26th September 2021 Military Engineering Services 

Raising Day 

-- 

26th September 2021 World Rivers Day Theme: Waterways in our communities 

27th September 2021 World Tourism Day Theme: Tourism for Inclusive Growth 

28th September 2021 International Day for the 

Universal Access to 

Information 

-- 

28th September 2021 World Rabies Day Theme: Rabies: Facts, not Fear 
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28th September 2021 International Day of Awareness 

of 

Food Loss and Waste 

Theme: ‘Stop food loss and waste. 

For the people. For the planet’ 

29th September 2021 World Heart Day Theme: ‘Use Heart to Connect’ 

30th September 2021 International Translation Day Theme: ‘United in translation’ 

30th September 2021 World Maritime Day Theme: Seafarers at the core of shipping’s 

future 

 

Sports 

⮚ Indian skipper Virat Kohli has announced that he will step down as the T20 captain of 
the Indian cricket team after the men's T20 World Cup in Dubai in October 2021.   

⮚ India's Tennis veteran, Sania Mirza and Chinese partner Shuai Zhang won the women’s  
double’s title at the 2021 Ostrava Open WTA 500 tournament in Czech Republic.  

⮚ Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain), has won the F1 Russian Grand Prix 2021. He 
has become the first Formula One driver to win 100 races with victory.  

⮚ Howzat Fantasy Sports Platform Signed Indian Cricketer Suresh Raina as Brand Ambassador  

⮚ The United States clinched the 2021 Ryder Cup Golf Tournament with a score of 19-9 
after defeating Team Europe. This was the largest margin of victory in a Ryder Cup since 
1967.  

⮚ The Western Naval Command Sailing Championship 2021 was conducted at Indian 
Naval Watermanship Training Centre (INWTC), Mumbai from 23 to 26 September 
2021. The overall champions were the Mumbai Area team while the runners up were 
the Fleet B team.  

⮚ The International Cricket Council (ICC) launched the T20 World Cup anthem for the ICC 
T20 World Cup 2021. The anthem is composed by Indian music director Amit Trivedi.   

⮚ Mumbai Indians (MI) captain Rohit Sharma became the first player in the IPL to score 
1000 runs  

⮚ Indian Compound Archer and Arjuna Awardee Abhishek Verma, 3-time world cup gold 
medalist, has been elected to the Athletes Committee of World Archery, the 
international federation for the Olympic sport of archery.  

⮚ Jyothi Surekha Vennam has bagged a silver medal in the women's compound event 
at the ongoing World Archery Championship in Yankton.  

⮚ Indian compound archers won three silver medals at the 2021 World Archery 
Championships.  

⮚ 34-year-old England spin-bowling all-rounder Moeen Ali announced his retirement from  
Test cricket.  

⮚ Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Anurag Thakur flagged off the 
second edition of Ultimate Ladakh Cycling Challenge at Leh, Ladakh at 11000 feet 
above the sea level.  

⮚ GM Magnus Carlsen won the 9th edition of EY Norway Chess 2021 beat Ian 
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Nepomniachtchi.  

⮚ Star Indian cueist Pankaj Advani defeated Babar Masih of Pakistan to clinch the IBSF 6-
Red Snooker World Cup 2021 final, held in Doha, Qatar.  

⮚ Odisha Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik announced the FIH Men’s Hockey Junior World  

Cup 2021 will be hosted by Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.  

⮚ In the Norway Chess Open 2021 Masters section, India’s Grand Master D Gukesh won his  
second consecutive tournament.  

⮚ The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics unveiled its official motto, "Together for a Shared 
Future", during a ceremony at the city's Capital Museum,Beijing  

⮚ 17 Year old R Raja Rithvik has become India’s 70th and latest chess Grandmaster.  

⮚ Harmilan Kaur Bains of Punjab has created a new national record in the women’s 
1500m race by clocking 4:05.39 seconds to bag the gold in the women’s 1500m 
event, at the 60th National Open Athletics Championships in Warangal, Telangana  

⮚ BCCI announced MS Dhoni as the mentor of the Indian national team for the T20 World 
Cup.  

⮚ Indian Grandmaster P Iniyan won the Noisiel International Open 2021 Chess Tournament in  
Noisiel, France.  

⮚ Max Verstappen (Red Bull - Netherland) won the formula one Dutch Grand Prix 2021.  

⮚ The 130th edition of the Durand Cup kicked off at the Vivekananda Yubabharati Krirangan 
in  Kolkata,West Bengal.  

⮚ India Clinched 39 medals including 14 gold at the ASBC Asian World Youth and 
Junior Championships 2021 in Dubai.  

⮚ Cristiano Ronaldo enters into Guinness World Record by becaming the highest-scoring man 

in the international football history with his 110th goal for Portugal.  

⮚ Australian-Italian Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren) won the Formula One Italian Grand Prix 
2021 title.  

⮚ Daniil Medvedev defeated world number one Novak Djokovic in straight sets to win the US 
Open 2021 men’s singles final.  

⮚ In the 2021 US Open women’s singles final title, 18-year-old Great Britain’s tennis 
player Emma Raducanu defeated Canada’s Leylah Annie Fernandez to win the title, 
held at the Arthur Ashe Stadium, New York .  

➢ Former Zimbabwe captain and wicketkeeper-batsman Brendan Taylor announced retire 

from international cricket during the 3rd and final ODI against Ireland.  

⮚ North Korea has been suspended from the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) for Beijing Olympics 2022  

⮚ England captainJoe Root has been voted the ICC Men’s Player of the Month for 
August 2021. Meanwhile, Ireland’s Eimear Richardson has bagged the ICC Women’s 
Player of the Month for August 2021.  

⮚ Veteran Sri Lanka cricketer Lasith Malinga announced his retirement from all 
forms of cricket.   
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Nation and States Miscellaneous 

⮚ CISF official Geeta Samota successfully scaled Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in 
Africa.  

⮚ Union Ministry of Women and Child Development has decided to celebrate the POSHAN 
Maah across the nation throughout the month of September starting.   

⮚ President Ram Nath Kovind will award the President’s Colour to Indian Naval Aviation 
at the ceremonial parade to be held at INS Hansa in Goa.  

⮚ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release a special commemorative coin of 125 rupees 
and address the gathering on the occasion of the 125th Birth Anniversary of Srila 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada Ji through video conferencing.  

⮚ Teeth of new species of Hybodont Shark of the Jurassic age have been reported for the 
first time from Jaisalmer, Rajasthan by a team of officers from the Geological Survey 
of India (GSI).  

⮚ The newly formed Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh has declared the black-necked crane and 
snow leopard as the new state bird and animal.  

⮚ I&B ministry to set up a committee to review Journalist Welfare Scheme. Director (IP) in 
the Ministry will be Convener of the committee.   

⮚ AYUSH Ministry has launched a campaign of distributing Ayush prophylactic medicines 
and written guidelines on diet and lifestyle in New Delhi.   

⮚ India becomes first Asian nation to unveil ‘Plastics Pact’  

⮚ Ayush Ministry has launched the campaign AYUSH AAPKE DWAR aims to distribute 

medicinal plant saplings to 75 lakh households in one year for more than 45 locations across 

the country.   

⮚ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has an approval rating of 70 per cent, which is the highest 
among 13 global leaders polled in the survey conducted by The Morning Consult.   

⮚ Ministry of External Affairs and TRIFED to set up Atma Nirbhar Bharat corner in 100 
Indian Embassies across the World.  

⮚ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the “Shikshak Parv-2021” via video 
conferencing. The Ministry of Education celebrate the event between 7th September 
and 17th September 2021.  

⮚ G Kishan Reddy, the Minister of Culture, launched the “Bujurgon ki Baat-Desh Ke 
Saath” program in New Delhi aims to improve the interaction between youth and senior 
citizens who are aged 95.  

⮚ The Ministry of Coal has constituted a Task Force and Expert Committee to Prepare Road 
Map for Coal based Hydrogen Production. The Task Force will be headed by an Additional 
Secretary in the Ministry.   

⮚ Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has amended the Income-tax Rules to ease 
authentication of electronic records submitted in faceless assessment proceedings.  

⮚ India’s first Indigenously Designed High Ash Coal Gasification Based Methanol 
Production Plant unveiled at BHEL R&D Centre, Hyderabad.  

⮚ Govt. constituted an eight-member panel to frame a new law for drugs, cosmetics and 

medical devices. The panel is being headed by Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) Dr 

VG Somani.  

⮚ Govt initiates ‘Main Bhi Digital 3.0’ campaign for Digital Onboarding & Training for 
street vendors.  

⮚ The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has set up three Boards for Advance Rulings 
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(BAR) to offer greater clarity on tax implications of transactions, which in turn will help 
avoid income tax disputes.  

⮚ The Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Shri Pashupati Kumar Paras and the 
Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, inaugurated 7 
food processing projects at Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, through video 
conferencing here as part of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations.  

⮚ A webinar on “POSHAN Abhiyaan– Sahi Poshan Desh Roshan” was organised by Regional 
Outreach Bureau (ROB) & Press Information Bureau (PIB), Chandigarh, Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting, Government of India.   

⮚ The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) tied a partnership with Smart 
Power India (SPI) & Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) to 
encourage Decentralised Renewable Energy (DRE) and Energy Efficiency (EE) 
innovations.  

⮚ France Naval Group and India’s Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd., (GRSE) 
Made Collaborations to Offer Surface Ships which based on the sea-proven “Gowind” 
design and to fulfil the requirements of India and international naval forces.  

⮚ IIT Kanpur signs MoU with Indian Air Force for academic collaboration for Indian Air 
Force Officers at the IAF Headquarters, New Delhi  

⮚ Prime Minister lays foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh University in 
UP’s Aligarh.  

⮚ PM Modi announced the setting up of the Subramania Bharati chair in the memory 
of Legendary Tamil Poet Subramania Bharati at the Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) for Tamil Studies.  

⮚ As per the report of National Statistical Office (NSO) Over half of farm households 
still under debt with an average outstanding of Rs 74,121 in 2018  

⮚ IIT-Bombay launched ‘Project Udaan’, that enables translation of textbooks and other 
study material related to engineering and other streams.   

⮚ Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched the seventh consecutive 
edition of Swachh Survekshan in New Delhi.   

⮚ The Ministry of Defence, Government of India enhances the income limit of disabled 
dependents for family pension to 30% of last drawn pay  

⮚ Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched ‘Amul Honey’, a new product 
developed by Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd (GCMMF) along with 
National Bee Board.   

⮚ The government announced it is extending the existing foreign trade policy (FTP) by six 

months  

⮚ till March 31, 2022.   

⮚ The government has extended by one year the tenure of the Company Law Committee, 
which was constituted back in 2019.  

⮚ The Centre has now set up a Group of Ministers to rationalise GST rates headed by 
Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj S Bommai.  

⮚ Almost a year after it was implemented on pilot basis in six Union Territories, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission for the entire 
country.   

⮚ MoHUA introduces convergence of DAY-NULM and PMFME to support Micro Food 
Processing Units of Urban SHGs  

⮚ The Ministry of Tourism is organizing an event to celebrate “World Tourism Day 2021” on 
27th September 2021 in New Delhi, which has been designated by the UNWTO as a day to 
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focus on “Tourism for Inclusive Growth”.   

⮚ Union minister for information and broadcasting, youth affairs, and sports, Anurag Thakur 
laid foundation stone of zonal physical education office (ZPEO) and zonal playfield and 
inaugurated PMGSY road at Kichpora Kangan.   

⮚ The Supreme Court has given its nod for e-transfer of orders to jails through the FASTER 
(Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records) system for quick prisoner release.  

⮚ EXIM (Export Import) Bank of India completed its agreement with Fahi Dhiriulhun 
Corporation Limited (FDC) of Maldives to provide a Buyers Credit of ∼$228 million for the 
construction of 4000 Social Housing Units in Hulhumale’ Phase II.  

⮚ Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) signed a multi-year 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to 
support India’s livestock sector.  

⮚ Centre notifies Rs 400 crore Scheme for “Promotion of Medical Device Parks” to support 
the medical devices industry  

⮚ Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal virtually 
flagged off the dwarf container train service from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT).  

⮚ The government has constituted a task force under economic affairs secretary Ajay Seth 
to firm up a sustainable finance road map for India, a senior government official told 
Financial Express.   

⮚ The Union education ministry constituted a 12-member national steering committee to 
develop the new national curriculum framework (NCF) in line with the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020.   

⮚ Devusinh Chauhan, Union Minister of State (MoS), Ministry of Communications 
launched a commemorative postal stamp to honour Rao Jaimal Rathore on his 515th 
birth anniversary.  

⮚ The 45th meeting of GST (Goods & Service Tax) Council was held at Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh, under the chairmanship of the Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Ministry of Finance.  

⮚ "Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), Niti Aayog in collaboration with the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) and Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
successfully launched the ATL Space Challenge 2021 for all school students across the 
country”.   

⮚ The Union Tribal Affairs minister Arjun Munda announced to start Pradhan 
MantriAdarsh Gram Yojna (PMAGY) covering 36 thousand villages across the 
country.   

⮚ Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Ministry of Railways launched Rail Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana (RKVY) under the aegis of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) from 
Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.  

⮚ Department of Justice launched the “Ek Pahal” drive across the country from 17th 
September till 2nd October to encourage mass registration under Tele-Law.    

⮚ MyGov India has launched the Planetarium Innovation Challenge for Indian start-ups and 
tech entrepreneurs. The challenge aims to bring together the tech firms and Start-ups.  

⮚ IIT Delhi researchers have designed and fabricated a device that can generate electricity 
from water drops, raindrops, water streams, and even from ocean waves using 
“Triboelectric Effect” and “Electrostatic Induction”. The device is called “Liquid-solid 
Interface Triboelectric Nanogenerator”.   

⮚ The Centre has constituteda group of ministers (GoM) chaired by Rajnath Singh for better 
implementation of various welfareschemes meant for SC, ST, OBC, minorities and women.  

⮚ The Cabinet had approved a government guarantee of up to Rs30600crore to back security 
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receipts to be issued by National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL).   

⮚ The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
has conducted the latest survey on All India Debt & Investment Survey during the period 
January December, 2019 as a part of 77th round of National Sample Survey (NSS).   

⮚ NITI Aayog Launches Report titled ‘Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India’ on 
measures to ramp up urban planning capacity in India.   

⮚ Cabinet grants 100% FDI under automatic route in Telecom Sector  

⮚ The Union Cabinet approved a production linked incentive (PLI) scheme of Rs 26,058 crore 
for the automobile sector and drone industry.   

⮚ The Ministry of Defence has constituted a High-Level Expert Committee for a 
comprehensive review of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) chaired by Shri Baijayant Panda   

⮚ Ministry of Tourism sanctions Rs 200 cr for tourism development in NE region. It was 
held in Guwahati, Assam on September 13 and 14 Under the ‘Pilgrimage Rejuvenation 
and Spiritual Augmentation Drive’ (PRASAD) scheme.  

⮚ MoUs has been signed between Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar, and 5 
private companies at KrishiBhavan, New Delhi for pilot projects.  

⮚ Niti Aayog, a public policy think-tank along with Rocky Mountain Institute(RMI) launched 
an initiative “Shoonya” to promote zero-pollution delivery vehicles by working with 
consumers and industry.  

⮚ The cabinet approved the production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme worth Rs 10,683 crore 
for textiles sector with an aim to boost domestic manufacturing and exports.  

⮚ Union Cabinet has approved the signing of Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and the Chamber of Auditors of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan.   

 

States 

⮚ The Madhya Pradesh Government introduced the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, with 
the goal to transform and provide world-class education facilities to students.  

⮚ Ladakh Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur inaugurated a 2-Day Ladakh Nomadic Festival at 
Korzok Phu, Changthang region of eastern Ladakh.  

⮚ Himachal Pradesh has achieved a unique distinction of achieving cent percent target of first 
dose of Covid-19 vaccination above the age of 18 years.   

⮚ In Tripura, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated a project called ‘My Pad, 
My Right’ initiated by NABARD and NAB FOUNDATION at Killa village in Gomati district on the 
second and concluding day of her visit to the state.  

⮚ Punjab govt Launches ‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan’ Scheme to Help Unemployed Youth. These 
youngsters will be given short-term skill training free of cost under this scheme of the state 
government.  

⮚ The Assam cabinet decided to remove the name of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi from 

the Orang National Park.   

⮚ Chief Minister Amarinder Singh launched 'Innovation Mission Punjab' (IMPunjab), a public- 
private partnership that brings in global investors and experts to catalyze start ups.  

⮚ Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched Rural Enterprises 
Acceleration Programme titled 'Saath' for Self Help Group (SHG) women.  

⮚ Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi government has a proposal to set up a science 
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innovation city in memory of late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at Pimpri-Chinchwad, the 
sister city of Pune.   

⮚ Centre signed tripartite ‘Karbi Anglong’ peace accord in Assam promising to fulfil all the 
conditions for development of the Karbi people within the stipulated time.   

⮚ Arunachal Pradesh government has launched two ambitious schemes, one in agriculture 
sector called ‘AtmaNirbhar Krishi Yojna’ and the other for horticulture named ‘AtmaNirbhar 
Bagwani Yojna’  

⮚ The Tamil Nadu government announced plans to set up India’s first Dugong Conservation 
Reserve in the Palk Bay on the southeast coast of the state.  

⮚ India’s first bio-brick based building introduced at IIT Hyderabad  

⮚ Shri Yadav on the occasion virtually inaugurated the first functional smog tower in India at 
Anand Vihar, Delhi and expressed hope that the pilot smog tower project will yield fruitful 
results and supplement the air quality improvement efforts.  

⮚ Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia launched the Delhi government's 'Business Blasters' 
programme which aims at developing young entrepreneurs at the school-level by providing 
students seed money to start a business.  

⮚ The Assam government announced that it will form a committee comprising ministers and 
members of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) for preparing a roadmap within three 
months to implement the Assam Accord.  

⮚ India’s tallest air purifier tower of 24 metres become operational in Chandigarh.  

⮚ ADB grants $300 million loan to expand rural connectivity in Maharashtra.  

⮚ ADB grants $112 million loan to improve water supply infrastructure in Jharkhand  

⮚ Mumbai became first South Asian city to work on climate action plan  

⮚ Karnataka state government has decided to set up a spices park in Chikkamagaluru district.  

⮚ Union ministers Rajnath Singh and Nitin Gadkari will inaugurate an emergency landing strip at 
Gandhav Bhakasar section on National Highway-925 in Barmer, Rajasthan, for Indian Air    
Force (IAF) planes.   

⮚ The Jharkhand Assembly cleared the Jharkhand State Employment of Local Candidates in 
Private Sector Bill, 2021, which accords 75 percent of all existing jobs in the private sector 
with a monthly salary of up to Rs.40,000 for locals.    

⮚ Odisha government launches e-Receipt 2.0 system for tax payment  

⮚ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated via video conferencing the Ahmedabad-based 
Sardardham Bhavan and, in the same function, also performed the “Bhoomi Pujan” of the 
Sardardham Phase-II Kanya Chhatralaya (girls’ hostel).   

⮚ India’s largest open air fernery unveiled in Uttarakhand  

⮚ ‘Medicine from the Sky’ initiative launched in Telangana for delivery of medicines, vaccine via 
Drone  

⮚ Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel recently informed that the state will become the 
millet hub of the country in the coming times.   

⮚ The Tamil Nadu Assembly passed a Bill seeking to ‘dispense’ with the requirement for 
candidates to qualify in the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to 
undergraduate medical courses in the State.  

⮚ MGR Railway Station in Chennai, Tamil Nadu gets powered by solar energy which became the 

world’s largest green railway network.  

⮚ Rajasthan’s Sojat Mehndi and Assam’s Judima rice wine gets GI tag  

⮚ World's highest electric vehicle charging station was inaugurated in Kaza of Lahaul and Spiti 
district in Himachal Pradesh.  

⮚ Shri G. Kishan Reddy laid the foundation stone for the “Development of Parshuram Kund, 
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Lohit District, Arunachal Pradesh.”   

⮚ Nagaland gets geographical identification tag for Naga Cucumber.  

⮚ Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting dedicated to the 
nationl High Power Transmitters of Doordarshan and All India Radio at Hamboting La near 
Kargil in Ladakh.   

⮚ The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), has declared Kushinagar Airport in 
uttar Pradesh as a Customs notified airport.   

⮚ The 8th edition of the Indian Army Chief's Conclave, a gathering of serving and former Chiefs 
of Army Staff of the Indian Army, will be organisedat New Delhi.  

⮚ In order to promote door to door digital banking and financial services in remote areas of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched Mission ‘One Gram 
Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi’, at Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) in Pampore.  

⮚ Nagaland’s first and India’s 61st Software Technology Park of India (STPI) centre was 
inaugurated at the state capital by Union Minister of State (MoS) for Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship, Electronics and IT.  

⮚ Manipur Chief Minister, N. Biren Singh has announced that the famous Sirarakhong Chilli and 
Tamenglong Orange have now received the Geographical Index (GI) tag.   

⮚ The Sikkim government has declared 'Cooper Mahseer' locally named 'Katley' as the state fish.   

⮚ Najafgarh – Dhansa Bus Stand section inaugurated on the Grey Line of Delhi Metro.  

⮚ Uttar Pradesh Government to set up ‘Electronic Park’ near Noida.  

⮚ In Madhya Pradesh, the State Government is organising a Public Welfare and Suraj 
Campaign from 17th September to 7th October on the occasion of the birthday of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.   

⮚ Assam govt set up a tea Park at Kamrup district’s Chayygaon.  

⮚ Japanese Twin sisters Umeno Sumiyama and Koume Kodamaturned 107 years and 300 days 
old, officially breaking the record for the world’s oldest living identical twins.   
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