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Polity and Governance 

Mera Gaon, Mera Gaurav Programme: ICAR 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Agro & Rural Industries has carried out the cleanliness drive in Ibrampur, Veling and Parra 

villages under the Mera Gaon, Mera Gaurav Programme. 

➢ ICAR is an autonomous organisation under the Department of Agricultural Research and Education 

(DARE), Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India. 

About Mera Gaon, Mera Gaurav 

• It is the national innovative initiative of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and operational in many 

villages. It was launched in 2015. 

• It is a farm-centric mission translating knowledge at farmer’s doorstep so as to address his farm-oriented 

problems in a holistic manner to accomplish livelihood security. 

The objectives of this scheme are: 

➢ To provide farmers with required information, knowledge and advisories on regular basis by adopting 

villages. 

➢ To promote the direct interface of scientists with the farmers to hasten the lab to land process. 

➢ To ensure that farmers benefit from best farm practices by providing required information, knowledge 

and advisories on regular basis by adopting villages 

➢ To create awareness among farmers about the organisations and their programmes and schemes as well 

as government policies related to the farming sector. 

• It has enriched the farmers with latest technology and had made them to adopt latest improved technologies in 

form of interventions. 

• The ICAR Institutes and Universities have to provide financial support for meeting the minimum 

requirements like transportation etc. because it does not have separate budget. 

• Under this scheme, scientists will select villages as per their convenience and will remain in touch with the 

selected villages and provide information to the farmers on technical and other related aspects in a time frame. 

➢ The groups of 4 scientists at every Institute/University will adopt villages within a radius of 50-100 km 

from their place of working. 

Fighting Drug Addiction 

Why in News? 

In order to find the prevalence of drug abuse in India, a study was conducted by the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment (MoSJE). As per the report, 14.6% of the population uses alcohol. It is higher among men than women. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mera-gaon-mera-gaurav-programme-icar
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fighting-drug-addiction
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➢ Death of actor Sushant Singh Rajput and controversy around his death and links with Drug abuse and supply 

highlights the use of drugs and drug paddling at the very highest level of our Society 

Drug Addiction: 

 

• It refers to the condition of being addicted to a drug, particularly narcotic drugs. 

• These are generally illegal drugs that affect the mood and behaviour of a person. 

• Drug abuse refers to the use of certain chemicals for the purpose of creating pleasurable effects on the brain. 

• There are over 190 million drug users around the world and the problem has been increasing at alarming rates, 

especially among young adults under the age of 30. 

Drug Menace in India: 

• The menace of drug addiction has spread fast among the 

youth of India. 

• India is sandwiched between two largest Opium 

producing regions of the world that is the Golden triangle 

on one side and the Golden crescent on other. 

• The golden triangle area comprises Thailand, Myanmar, 

Vietnam and Laos. 

• The golden crescent area includes Pakistan, Afghanistan 

and Iran. 

 

Reasons for drug abuse 

• Experimentation and identity forming: The incidence of drug abuse among children and adolescents is higher 

than the general population. This is notably because youth is a time for experimentation and identity forming. 

Changing cultural values, increasing economic stress are some other reasons leading to initiation into drugs use. 

• Glorification in media: Quite often it so happens that doing drugs is romanticized and some fictional positive 

aspects of the same are shown. 

• Neurotic pleasure: Abused drugs interact with the neurochemistry of the brain to produce feelings of pleasure. 

The intensity of this euphoria differs by the type of drug and how it is used. 

• To feel better: Some people suffer from depression, social anxiety, stress-related disorders, and physical pain. 

Using drugs may be an attempt to lessen these feelings of distress. Stress especially plays a significant role in 

starting and continuing drug use as well as returning to drug use (relapsing) for those recovering from an 

addiction. 

• To boost performance: Ours is a very competitive society, in which the pressure to perform athletically and 

academically can be intense. Some people may turn to certain drugs like illegal or prescription stimulants 

because they think those substances will enhance or improve their performance. 

• Changing traditional societal values: The processes of industrialization, urbanization and migration have led to 

loosening of the traditional methods of social control rendering an individual vulnerable to the stresses and 

strains of modern life. 
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• To be accepted by peers: Many people use drugs “because others are doing it”—or they think others are doing 

it—and they fear not being accepted in a social circle that includes drug-using peers. It soon reaches a stage 

where this need becomes much more than other needs in life and the person begins to believe their survival 

depends on those drugs. 

• Lack of effective policing: Police sometimes turn blind eyes for the sake of their own profit. Police need to 

remain alert on surveillance so as to curb this drug syndicate. 

Impact of Drug Abuse 

• Drug abuse leads to physical, psychological, moral and intellectual decay. This means wastage of economic 

potential of young generation. 

• Drug addiction causes immense human distress. Incidence of eve- teasing, group clashes, assault and impulsive 

murders increase with drug abuse. 

• Drug use can lead to social and emotional problems and can affect relationships with family and friends. 

• Problems with memory, attention and decision-making, which make daily living more difficult. 

• Illegal production and distribution of drugs have spawned crime and violence worldwide. 

• Increase in incidences of HIV, hepatitis B and C and tuberculosis due to addiction adds the reservoir of infection 

in the community burdening the health care system further. 

• Women in India face greater problems from drug abuse. The consequences include domestic violence and 

infection with HIV, as well as the financial burden. 

Solutions to Drug Problem 

• Society based Solutions: Prevention programmes involving entities such as families, schools and the immediate 

communities are important in this regard. Media – especially the entertainment segment – also needs to 

understand its role in this context, glorification of drug use should completely stop. Role of NGO’s is also 

important to fight this menace. 

• Legal Measures: The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, were enacted with stringent 

provisions to curb this menace. The Act has been further amended by making provisions for the forfeiture of 

properties derived from illicit drugs trafficking. However, effective implementation and time bound judicial 

process are the need of the hour. 

• International effort: India lies between two major drugs producing areas in the world i.e. Golden Crescent (Iran, 

Afghanistan and Pakistan) and Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Myanmar). In order to stop supply 

of drugs from these areas International coordination is very important. We need to effectively use SAARC and 

ASEAN platform for joint coordinated action against drugs trafficking. 

• Also, India is signatory to the following treaties and conventions. U.N. Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961), 

U.N. Convention on Psychotropic Substances (1971), U.N. Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs 

and Psychotropic Substances (1988), Transnational Crime Convention (2000). 

• Manipur is exploring possibility to legalise cannabis, or marijuana growing and use it for medicinal and 

industrial usage. This may allow proper regulations and thereby curb illegal usage of drugs 

Way Forward 

• Considering the wider perspective of the threat the drug menace presents, India has to spread more awareness 

among the public particularly among youth about ill effects of drug abuse and need to create adequate 

infrastructure for treatment, rehabilitation and harm reduction for the victim of the drug abuse. 
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• Make treatment available on Request like Any Other Health Service: Making treatment services widely available 

undermines the drug market and reduces the harms from drug abuse. 

• Treatment should be defined broadly and must include abstinence-based treatment and easier access to 

methadone and other alternative maintenance drug. 

• The most effective way to prevent adolescent drug abuse is to invest in youth and keep them interested and 

involved in life. 

• Government should increase funding for after school programs, mentor programs, skills building/job training 

programs and summer job programs. 

• Psychiatrist counselling of drug patients: Early recognition Program. 

• Include drug abuse related topics in school curriculum at appropriate age. 

• Build more rehabilitation centres and create support groups like Alcoholic anonymous. 

School Bag Policy 2020 

Why in News? 

The Directorate of Education has issued a circular asking schools to follow the new ‘School Bag Policy, 2020’ released 

by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). 

Directions mentioned in the circular : 

• School teachers should inform the students in advance about the books and notebooks to be brought to 

school on a particular day and frequently check their bags to ensure that they are not carrying unnecessary 

material.  

• It is the duty and the responsibility of the school management to provide quality potable water in sufficient 

quantities to all the students in the school so that they do not need to carry water bottles from their homes. 

About School Bag Policy 2020 : 

• It was released by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). 

• It lays down the guidelines on homework and weight of school bags for classes I to XII. 

Provisions: 

• As per the new policy, school bags should not be more than 10% of the bodyweight of students across classes I 

to X and there should be no bags in pre-primary students. 

• It recommends no homework up to class II and a maximum of two hours per week for classes III to V, one hour 

a day for classes VI to VIII and two hours a day for classes IX and above. 

• The policy will also require schools to introduce infrastructural changes as students will not be able to carry 

many books daily. 

➢ The schools need to provide lockers right from preschool to senior secondary to enable children to 

leave books in school and carry home only what is required. 

Problems of heavy school bags: 

 

• The heavy school bag has severe/adverse physical effects on growing children which can cause damage to 

their vertebral column and knees. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/school-bag-policy-2020
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• A heavy backpack can pull on the neck muscles contributing to headache, shoulder pain, lower back pain and 

neck and arm pain. 

• The posture of the body also gets affected to a great extent which in the long term develops imbalances in the 

body and affects the health of the nervous system. 

NCERT 
It is an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Education (MoE) which is responsible for: 

➢ Ensuring qualitative improvement in school education by undertaking and promoting research in areas 
related to school education. 

➢ Prepare and publish model textbooks, supplementary material. 
➢ Develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and practices. 

• Act as a nodal agency for achieving the goals of Universalization of Elementary Education. 

 
 

Vertical and Horizontal Reservations 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Supreme Court (SC), in a case, has clarified the position of law on the interplay of vertical and 
horizontal reservations. 

Key Points 

Vertical Reservation: 

• Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,  and Other Backward Classes is referred to as vertical 

reservation. 

• It applies separately for each of the groups specified under the law. 

• Example: Article 16(4) of the Constitution contemplates vertical reservation. 

Horizontal Reservation: 

• It refers to the equal opportunity provided to other categories of beneficiaries such as women, veterans, the 

transgender community, and individuals with disabilities, cutting through the vertical categories. 

Application: 

• The horizontal quota is applied separately to each vertical category, and not across the board. 

• For example, if women have 50% horizontal quota, then half of the selected candidates will have to necessarily 

be women in each vertical quota category, which means half of all selected SC candidates will have to be 

women, half of the unreserved or general category will have to be women, and so on. 

Saurav Yadav versus State of Uttar Pradesh 2020 

• The case highlighted the issues arising from the way different classes of reservation are applied in various 

selection processes. 

• The question before the court was that if the underlying criterion for making selections is “merit”. 

• The interlocking of the types of reservation raises questions on how certain groups are to be identified. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/vertical-and-horizontal-reservations
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➢ For example, would an SC woman be put in the category of women or SC? Since quotas are fixed in 

percentages, what percentage of quota would be attributed to each? 

• The state government’s policy was to restrict and contain reserved category candidates to their categories, even 

when they had secured higher grades. 

SC’s Decision 

• The court ruled against the Uttar Pradesh government, holding that if a person belonging to an intersection of 

the vertical-horizontal reserved category had secured scores high enough to qualify without the vertical 

reservation, the person would be counted as qualifying without the vertical reservation, and cannot be excluded 

from the horizontal quota in the general category. 

• A similar question had arisen in the case of vertical reservations in the past, and the law had been settled 

similarly. 

➢ If a person in the SC category secures a higher score than the cut-off for the general category, the 

person would be counted as having qualified under the general category instead of the SC quota. 

Court’s Logic: 

• If both vertical and horizontal quotas are applied together, a high-scoring candidate who would otherwise 

qualify without one of the two reservations is knocked off the list and the overall selection would have 

candidates with lower scores. 

• On the other hand, if a high-scoring candidate is allowed to drop one category, the overall selection would 

reflect more high-scoring candidates. In other words, the “meritorious” candidates would be selected. 

• The ruling becomes important with respect to the debate on “merit versus reservation”, where reservation is 

sometimes projected as being anti-merit. 

• On the state government’s view of restricting reserved category candidates, it held that this approach is as good 

as ensuring that the general category was ‘reserved’ for uppeUr castes. 

Constitutional Provisions Related to Reservation 

• Article 15(3) allows protective discrimination in favour of women. 

• Article 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution enabled the State and Central Governments to reserve seats in 

government services for the members of the SC and ST. 

• The Constitution was amended by the Constitution (77th Amendment) Act, 1995 and a new clause (4A) was 

inserted in Article 16 to enable the government to provide reservation in promotion. 

 

➢ Recently, the Supreme Court of India has said that reservation of seats provided to certain 

communities is not a fundamental right. 

• Later, clause (4A) was modified by the Constitution (85th Amendment) Act, 2001 to provide consequential 

seniority to SC and ST candidates promoted by giving reservation. 

• Constitutional 81st Amendment Act, 2000 inserted Article 16 (4 B) which enables the state to fill the unfilled 

vacancies of a year which are reserved for SCs/STs in the succeeding year, thereby nullifying the ceiling of fifty 

percent reservation on total number of vacancies of that year. 

• Article 330 and 332 provides for specific representation through reservation of seats for SCs and STs in the 

Parliament and in the State Legislative Assemblies respectively. 
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• Article 243D provides reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Panchayat. 

 

➢ It also provides for the reservation of not less than one-third of the total number of seats for 

women (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging to the SCs and STs). 

• Article 233T provides reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Municipality. 

• Article 335 of the Constitution says that the claims of SCs and STs shall be taken into consideration 

constituently with the maintenance of efficacy of the administration. 

 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 

Why in News? 

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has launched Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

(PMKVY) 3.0, in a bid to empower India’s youth with employable skills by making over 300 skill courses available to 

them. 

About PMKVY 3.0: 

• PMKVY 3.0 envisages training of eight lakh candidates over the scheme period of 2020-2021. 

• This phase three will focus on new-age and COVID-related skills. 

• The 729 PM Kaushal Kendras (PMKKs), empanelled non-PMKK training centres and more than 200 industrial 

training institutes under Skill India will be rolling out under it. 

• On the basis of the learning gained from PMKVY 1.0 and PMKVY 2.0, the MSDE has improved the newer version 

of the scheme to match the current policy doctrine and energize the skilling ecosystem. 

Implementation 

• PMKVY 3.0 will be implemented in a more decentralized structure with greater responsibilities and support from 

States/UTs and Districts. 

• District Skill Committees (DSCs), under the guidance of State Skill Development Missions (SSDM), shall play a key 

role in addressing the skill gap and assessing demand at the district level. 

• The new scheme will be more trainee- and learner-centric addressing the ambitions of aspirational Bharat. 

• PMKVY 2.0 broadened the skill development with the inclusion of Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) and focus 

on training. 

• With the advent of PMKVY 3.0, the focus is on bridging the demand-supply gap by promoting skill development 

in areas of new-age and Industry 4.0 job roles. 

India Justice Report 2020 

Why in News? 

The India Justice Report (2020) prepared by the Tata Trusts in collaboration with the Centre for Social Justice, Common 

Cause, DAKSH, Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy and the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative has been released 

recently. 

➢ The Report assesses the capacity of various states to deliver justice. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-kaushal-vikas-yojana-3-0
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-justice-report-2020
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 Key Findings: 

Overall Ranking: 

• The overall ranking is a result of a state’s ranking across the four pillars of justice delivery system - Judiciary, 

Police, Prisons and Legal aid. 

• Maharashtra was ranked topmost among 18 states for the second time in a row, followed by Tamil Nadu and 

Telangana. Uttar Pradesh remains last. 

• Amongst the smaller states, Goa remained at the top and Arunachal Pradesh at the bottom. 

Women Ratio in Police Force: 

• Bihar leads the list of 25 states for employing most women in its police force which is 25.3%. 

• It is the only state to have more than 20% women in the police force. However, women account for only 6.1% in 

the officer category. 

• Tamil Nadu has the highest percentage of women police officers (24.8%), followed by Mizoram (20.1%). 

Women Ratio in Judiciary: 

• Overall, only 29% judges in High Courts across the country are women, but no state except Sikkim has over 20% 

women judges. 

• Four states - Bihar, Uttarakhand, Tripura and Meghalaya have no woman judges in high courts. 

Social Justice: 

• Karnataka is the only state to meet its quotas for SC, ST and OBC in both officer cadre and constabulary. 

• Chhattisgarh being the only other state that meets the diversity requirements for constabulary. 

Lack of Finances: 

• In the last 25 years, only 1.5 crore people have received legal aid with the Centre spending Rs. 1.05 per capita in 

2019-20. 

High Proportion of Undertrials: 

• Two-thirds of all prisoners are undertrials awaiting a conviction. 

• A person who is being held in custody awaiting trial for a crime. 

Causes of Poor Justice Delivery: 

• Legal services institutions remain affected by a lack of infrastructure, uneven human resource distribution, poor 

utilization of central funds and an inability to effectively harness Lok Adalats to ease the burden on the judiciary. 

                                                     Economics 

Extension RoDTEP Scheme 

Why in News? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/extension-rodtep-scheme
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Recently, the Government has decided to extend the benefit of the Scheme for Remission of Duties and Taxes on 

Exported Products (RoDTEP) to all export goods. 

Key Highlights  

• Under the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme, the exports will get a refund 

of the embedded Central, State and local duties and taxes that were so far not being refunded, putting India's 

exporters at a disadvantage.  

• With the latest order, the refund would be credited directly in the exporter’s ledger account with customs and 

used to pay basic customs duty on imported goods. The credited amount can also be transferred to other 

importers.  

• The Department of Commerce will notify the rates of the RoDTEP scheme, based on the recommendation of a 

committee chaired by former commerce and home secretary GK Pillai. The committee would be submitting its 

final report shortly.  

• The Finance Ministry said in a statement that an exporter who wants to avail the benefit of the RoDTEP scheme 

shall be required to declare his intention for each export item in the shipping bill. The scheme will be allowed, 

subject to specified conditions and exclusions. 

• The notified rates, irrespective of the date of notification, will be brought into effect from January 1, 2021 for all 

eligible exports of goods. 

Reason for Extension: 

• It will boost the export sector of the country. 

• So far refunds were not taking place, adversely impacting exports. 

• India's exports fell 8.74% in November, steeper than 5.12% dip in October. 

Sagarmala Seaplane Services 

Why in News?  

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is starting the ambitious Project of Sagarmala Seaplane Services 

(SSPS) with potential airline operators. 

About the Sea Plane: 

• A seaplane is an aeroplane with a fixed-wing that is designed for taking off and landing on water. 

• It provides the public with the speed of an aeroplane and the utility of a boat.  

• The seaplanes are divided into two categories namely: flying boats also called hull seaplanes and floatplanes. 

• A flying boat’s bottom fuselage is the main landing gear.  

• The plane also has additional smaller floats closer to its wingtips which are called wing or tip floats.  

• The boat’s hull rests the crew, passengers, and cargo to be carried with it. 

Mechanism of the Seaplane: 

• The project has begun based on a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) framework of airline operators. 

• SPV is any legal object formed for a specifically-defined singular purpose. 

Sagarmala’s process of implementation: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sagarmala-seaplane-services
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• The project execution and implementation would be through Sagarmala Development Company Ltd (SDCL). It is 

under the administrative control of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. 

• Various airline operators would be invited to form an SPV with SDCL. 

• The routes would be decided under the government’s subsidised ‘ude desh ka aam nagrik’ (UDAN) scheme. 

Locations 

The Origin-Destination pairs under Hub and Spoke model consist of various islands of Andaman & Nicobar, 

Lakshadweep. It also includes the Guwahati Riverfront & Umranso Reservoir in Assam, Yamuna Riverfront/Delhi (as 

Hub) to lead to Ayodhaya, Tehri, Srinagar (Uttrakhand), Chandigarh and many other locations in Punjab and Himachal 

Pradesh. 

Sagarmala Programme 

• The Sagarmala Programme was approved by the Union Cabinet in 2015 which aims at holistic port 

infrastructure development along the 7,516-km long coastline through modernisation, mechanisation and 

computerisation. 

• Under this port-led development framework, the government hopes to increase its cargo traffic three-fold. 

• It also includes the establishment of rail/road linkages with the port terminals, thus providing last-mile 

connectivity to ports; development of linkages with new regions, enhanced multi-modal connectivity including 

rail, inland water, coastal and road services. 

Wages for Housework 

Why in News? 

Recently, a political party promised salaries to housewives as a part of its electoral campaign in Tamil Nadu. This led to 

the debate on the issue.  

➢ A report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2018 shows that, globally, women perform 76.2% of 

total hours of unpaid care work, more than three times as much as men. In Asia and the Pacific, this figure rises 

to 80%. 

Salary for housework: Historical background 

• Demand for wages against housework was first raised at the third National Women’s Liberation conference in 

Manchester, England. 

• In 2012, the then minister for Women and Child development announced that the government was considering 

mandating a salary for housework to wives, from husbands. 

• The purpose, once again, was to empower women financially and help them live with dignity. 

Recognising the value of unpaid domestic work 

• Time-use data from 2019 gathered by the National Sample Survey Organisation revealed that only about a 

quarter of men and boys above six years engaged in unpaid household chores, compared to over four-fifths of 

women. 

• Every day, an average Indian male spends 1.5 hours per day in unpaid domestic work, compared to about five 

hours by a female. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/wages-for-housework
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• Housework demands effort and sacrifice, 365 days a year, 24/7. 

Issues with paying for domestic work 

• Asking men to pay for wives’ domestic work could further enhance their sense of entitlement. 

• It may also put the additional onus on women to perform. 

• There is a risk of formalising the patriarchal Indian family where the position of men stems from their being 

“providers” in the relationship. 

Way forward 

• Despite a legal provision, equal inheritance rights continue to be elusive for a majority of women. 

• More than creating a new provision of salary for housework, we need to strengthen awareness, 

implementation and utilisation of other existing provisions. 

• Starting from the right to reside in the marital home, to streedhan and haq meher, to coparcenary and 

inheritance rights as daughters and to basic services, free legal aid and maintenance in instances of violence 

and divorce. 

• Women should be helped to reach their full potential through quality education, access and opportunities of 

work, gender-sensitive and harassment-free workplaces and attitudinal and behavior change within families 

to make household chores more participative. 

K-Shaped  Economic Recovery 

Why in News? 

Recently, the latest readings of the Nomura India Normalization Index (NINI) suggested the impact of Covid-19 on 

Indian Economy and the K-Shaped Recovery through which the Indian Economy is recovering.  

What is K-Shaped Recovery? 

• A K-shaped recovery happens when different sections of an economy recover at starkly different rates. 

• Households at the top of the pyramid are likely to have seen their in- comes largely protected, and savings 

rates forced up during the lockdown, increasing ‘fuel in the tank’ to drive future consumption. 

• Meanwhile, households at the bottom are likely to have witnessed permanent hits to jobs and incomes.  

What is a K-shaped Economic Recovery? 

• The K-shaped Economic Recovery concept rests on the idea that while the fortunes of some in the economy 

have nearly or fully recovered but the fortunes of many are still declining. 

• A "K-shaped" recovery is between a "V" and "L" depending upon the nature of activity such as industries like 

technology, retail, and software services have recovered and begun re-hiring, while the travel, entertainment, 

hospitality, and food services industries have continued to decline. 

• The line heading upward symbolizes those parts of the economy that have benefited from pandemic such 

as Technology, general merchandise retailers, entertainment, Biotech and Pharmaceuticals, work from home 

firms and online retailers. 

• The K-shaped narrative is gaining traction as the tale of two recoveries conforms well with the ongoing 

outperformance of risk assets and real estate while front-line service sector jobs risk permanent elimination. 
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• The K-shaped recovery is unique in a sense that it was a government-induced recession, a byproduct of efforts 

to contain the pandemic by purposely keeping people away from their jobs and subsequently greatly reducing 

the ability of businesses to operate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Types of Economic Recovery 

• V-shaped recovery: A "V-shaped" recovery suggests that economic spending and employment will rapidly 

decline, but quickly pick back up like a V. 

• U-shaped recovery: A "U" shape is similar to V-

shaped but it suggests the period of 

unemployment and low economic activity will 

remain longer than a V-shaped recovery. 

• L & I-shaped recovery: The "L" and "I"-

shaped recovery outlooks are much 

direr, suggesting the high unemployment and low 

spending will have other ramifications, like cause 

debt defaults and overwhelm health systems. 

• Z-shaped recovery: It means that despite 

the lockdown slowing down business activity, and 

forcing people to remain indoors instead of going 

out and purchasing goods and services, employers 

managed to retain their workers while continuing 

to remunerate them as well. 

• A SWOOSH recovery: A SWOOSH is a cross 

between a V-shaped recovery and a U-shaped recovery. It means the relaxations and unwinding of restrictions 

on business activity and mobility will initially lead to an immediate uptick in output resembling that of a V-

shaped recovery, but then begins to slow down. 

• W-shaped recovery: In such a scenario, an immediate economic rebound is followed by another sudden fall in 

output, potentially arising from a resurgence of the virus that causes state governments to re-introduce 

lockdown and containment measures at the cost of business activity.  

Concerns associated with K-shaped economic recovery 

• Widening the gap between top and bottom: The 'K' shape implies that those at the top are seeing things go up 

and those at the middle and below are seeing things go down and get worse. 
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• The strong asset market performance and a disparate recovery in the labor market represent just two of the 

many pieces of evidence showing that the rift between those faring best and those faring worst has become 

wider than in the past. 

• Uneven labour market recovery: The K-shaped recovery indicates the uneven performance in the labor market 

as the lower-skilled services industries generally suffered the greatest number of job losses. 

• It implies an uneven recovery where the wealthy quickly bounce back to pre-pandemic prosperity while lower-

income families continue to suffer economic harm  

What are the macro implications of a K-shaped recovery? 

• Upper-income households have benefitted from higher savings for two quarters. 

• Households at the bottom have experienced a permanent loss of income in the forms of jobs and wage cuts; this 

will be a recurring drag on demand, if the labour market does not heal faster. 

• To the extent that COVID has triggered an effective income transfer from the poor to the rich, this will be 

demand-impeding because the poor have a higher marginal propensity to consume (i.e. they tend to spend 

(instead of saving) a much higher proportion of their income. 

• If COVID-19 reduces competition or increases the inequality of incomes and opportunities, it could impinge on 

trend growth in developing economies by hurting productivity and tightening political economy constraints. 

India’s Trade Deficit with China at Five-year Low in 2020 

Why in News? 

According to new figures from China’s General Administration of Customs (GAC), India’s trade with China in 2020 fell to 

the lowest since 2017, with the trade imbalance declining to a five-year low due to a decrease in India’s imports from 

China. 

➢ Trade Deficit: A trade deficit is an amount by which the cost of a country's imports exceeds its exports. 

India’s Imports from China: 

• Accounted for $66.7 billion, declining by 10.8% year-on-year and the lowest figure since 2016. 

• India’s imports from China declined because overall imports decreased in domestic demand in 2020. 

• While there is no immediate break-up of the data in 2020, India’s biggest import in 2019 was electrical 

machinery and equipment, worth $20.17 billion. 

• Other major imports in 2019 were organic chemicals ($8.39 billion) and fertilisers ($1.67 billion). 

India Exports to China: 

• It rose to the highest figure on record, for the first time crossing the $20 billion-mark and growing 16% in 

2020 to $20.86 billion. 

• India’s top exports were iron ore, organic chemicals, cotton and unfinished diamonds. 

• 2020 saw a surge in demand for iron ore in China because of a large number of new infrastructure 

projects aimed at reviving growth after the Covid-19. 

Deficit: 

• In 2020, the two-way trade reached $87.6 billion, down by 5.6%. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-s-trade-deficit-with-china-at-five-year-low-in-2020
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• The trade deficit, a source of friction between India and China, declined to a five year-low of $45.8 billion, 

the lowest since 2015. 

• However, there is no evidence to suggest India has replaced its import dependence on China by either sourcing 

those goods elsewhere or manufacturing them at home. 

Measures Taken to Reduce Import Dependence on China: 

• The ban on more than 200 Chinese apps amidst border tensions between the two countries in eastern Ladakh. 

• It has increased scrutiny of Chinese investments in many sectors, and is weighing a decision to keep Chinese 

companies out of 5G trials. 

• The government recently put import restrictions on tyres, while also making its prior approval mandatory for 

foreign investments from countries that share land border with India to curb "opportunistic takeovers" of 

domestic firms - a move which will restrict FDI from China. 

• The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has also identified 12 sectors - food processing, organic farming, iron, 

aluminium and copper, agro chemicals, electronics, industrial machinery, furniture, leather and shoes, auto 

parts, textiles, and coveralls, masks, sanitisers and ventilators - to make India a global supplier and cut import 

bill. 

• To cut import dependency on China for APIs (Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients), the government in 

March approved a package comprising four schemes with a total outlay of Rs. 13,760 crore to boost domestic 

production of bulk drugs and medical devices in the country along with their exports. 

 

China’s Status 

China was the world’s only major economy to have registered positive growth in foreign trade in goods. 

➢ China’s foreign trade and exports in the first 10 months of 2020 accounted for a record 12.8% and 14.2% 

of the global total. 

➢ The economy of China rebounded to grow 3.2% in the second quarter and 4.9% in the third, with its 

industries starting again. 

• In 2020, China’s exports to ASEAN countries (its largest trading partner) were up 6.7%, while exports to 

the European Union (its second-largest trading partner), were also up 6.7%. 

• Despite the trade war with the US and the Covid-19 pandemic, two-way trade was up 8.3% to $586 billion, with 

Chinese exports up 7.9% to reach a record $451 billion. 

• The trade surplus with the U.S. was $317 billion in 2020 which underlined the limited impact of the US’s tariff 

and the trade war with China. 

Implications for China: 

• The decline in exports to India went against the trend of a strong year for Chinese exports, which surged 10.9% 

in December and grew 4% in 2020, aided by the economic recovery in China. 

• This marks a sharp turnaround for China (world’s second-largest economy). 

Bad Bank 

Why in News? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bad-bank-1
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Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor has agreed to look at a proposal for creating a Bad Bank. 

About Bad Bank: 

• A bad bank is a bank set up to buy the bad loans and other illiquid holdings of another financial institution. 

• The entity holding significant NPAs will sell these holdings to the bad bank at market price. 

• By transferring such assets to the bad bank, the original institution may clear its balance sheet—although it 

will still be forced to take write-downs. 

• A bad bank structure may also assume the risky assets of a group of financial institutions, instead of a single 

bank. 

Need for Bad Bank in India: 

Economic Recovery: 

• Several economists and agencies project a recession in the Indian economy this year, due to the adverse effects 

of Covid-19 on economic activity. 

• This will hit the banking and financial sector in particular, as a slump in earnings of companies and individuals 

could lead to a jump in NPAs, reversing the early trends. 

• Various analysts suggest that in a couple of years, the proportion of stressed assets in the banking system 

could jump to as high as 18 per cent from around 11 per cent at present. 

• To tackle this upcoming challenge, the banking industry has proposed the setting up of a government-

backed bad bank. 

Government Support: 

• Professionally-run bad banks, funded by the private lenders and supported by the government, can be an 

effective mechanism to deal with Non-Performing Assets (NPA). 

• The presence of the government is seen as a means to speed up the clean-up process. 

Rising NPAs: 

• Financial Stability Report (FSR): The RBI noted in its recent FSR that the gross NPAs of the banking sector are 

expected to shoot up to 13.5% of advances by September 2021, from 7.5% in September 2020. 

• K V Kamath Committee: Noted that corporate sector debt worth Rs 15.52 lakh crore has come under stress 

after Covid-19 hit India, while another Rs 22.20 lakh crore was already under stress before the pandemic. 

• The committee noted that companies in sectors such as retail trade, wholesale trade, roads and textiles are 

facing stress. 

• Sectors that have been under stress pre-Covid include Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC), power, 

steel, real estate and construction. 

• International Precedents: Many other countries had set up institutional mechanisms to deal with a problem of 

stress in the financial system. 

What is the government’s view over Bad Banks? 

• While the finance ministry has not formally submitted its view on the proposal, senior officials have indicated 

that it is not keen to infuse equity capital into a bad bank. 
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• The government’s view is that bad loan resolution should happen in a market-led way, as there are many asset 

reconstruction companies already operating in the private space. 

• The government has significantly capitalized state-owned banks in recent years and pursued consolidation in the 

PSU banking space. 

• In the last three financial years, the government has infused equity of Rs 2.65 lakh crore into state-

owned banks. 

• These steps, along with insolvency resolution under the IBC, are seen as adequate to tackle the challenge of bad 

loans. 

What is the RBI view? 

• The RBI has so far never come out favorably about the creation of a bad bank with other commercial banks as 

main promoters. 

• Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan had opposed the idea of setting up a bad bank with a majority stake 

by banks, arguing it would solve nothing. 

• Rajan argued that a government-funded bad bank would just shift loans “from one government pocket (the 

public sector banks) to another (the bad bank) and did not see how it would improve matters”. 

• Indeed, if the bad bank were in the public sector, the reluctance to act would merely be shifted to the bad bank. 

• Alternatively, if the bad bank were to be in the private sector, the reluctance of public sector banks to sell 

loans to the bad bank at a significant haircut would still prevail. 

Alternatives to a Bad Bank 

• Many experts argue that the enactment of IBC has reduced the need for having a bad bank, as a transparent 

and open process is available for all lenders to attempt insolvency resolution. 

• The view is that an IBC-led resolution, or sale of bad loans to ARCs already existing, is a better approach to tackle 

the NPA problem rather than a government-funded bad bank. 

Former RBI Deputy Governor Viral Acharya has proposed two models: 

 Private Asset Management Company 

• The first model is a Private Asset Management Company (PAMC) which would be suitable for sectors where the 

stress is such that assets are likely to have economic value in the short run, with moderate levels of debt 

forgiveness. 

 Setting up National Asset Management Company (NAMC) 

• The second model is a NAMC for sectors where the problem is not just of excess capacity, but possibly also of 

economically unviable assets in the short- to medium-term, such as in the power sector. 

• The NAMC would raise debt for its financing needs, keep a minority equity stake for the government, and bring 

in asset managers such as ARCs and private equity to manage and turn around the assets. 

Other proposals: 

• In May 2020 the banking sector, led by the Indian Banks’ Association, had submitted a proposal for setting up a 

bad bank to resolve the NPA problem, proposing equity contribution from the government and banks. 



 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79, SECTOR 15-D, CHANDIGARH 

18 

• In 2017 the Economic Survey suggested Public Sector Asset Rehabilitation Agency or PARA, to buy out the 

NPAs of high value from Indian banks. 

Challenges in Setting up Bad bank: 

Mobilising Capital: 

Finding buyers for bad assets in a pandemic hit economy will be a challenge, especially when governments are facing the 

issue of containing the fiscal deficit. 

Not Addressing the Underlying Issue: 

• Without governance reforms, the Public sector banks (accounted for 86%, of the total NPAs) may go on doing 

business the way they have been doing in the past and may end up piling-up of bad debts again. 

• Also, the bad bank idea is like shifting loans from one government pocket (the public sector banks) to another 

(the bad bank). 

Provisioning Issue Tackled Through Recapitalization: 

• Union Government, in the last few years, has infused nearly Rs 2.6 lakh crore in banks through recapitalisation. 

• Those who oppose the concept of bad banks hold that the government has on its part recapitalised the banks to 

compensate for the write-offs and hence, there is no need for a bad bank. 

Market-related Issues: 

• The price at which bad assets are transferred from commercial banks to the bad bank will not be market-

determined and price discovery will not happen. 

Moral Hazard: 

• Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan had said that a bad bank may create a moral hazard and enable banks to 

continue reckless lending practices, without any commitment to reduce NPAs. 

Indian Railway Finance Corporation: IPO 

Why in News? 

The Initial Public Offering (IPO) of the Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC), a subsidiary of the Indian Railways 

received 65% subscription on the first day of bidding, on 18 January 2021.  

 About Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC): 

• It is a subsidiary of the Indian Railways.  

• It was established in the year 1986.  

• It finances the acquisition of locomotives, coaches, wagons, trucks, flats, electric multiple units, containers, 

cranes, trollies, etc. through the Finance Leasing Model.  

• Finance Leasing Model involves-- the seller, the buyer (lessee) and the financier (lessor). 

• How does the Finance Leasing Model work? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-railway-finance-corporation-ipo
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The ownership of an item is transferred from the seller to the lessor in exchange for the payment. The lessee then 

contracts with the lessor for the use of the item in exchange for a periodic fee. Once the leasing contract is over, the 

seller may or may not retake the ownership of the item.  

 About Initial Public Offering (IPO) 

Initial Public Offering (IPO) is the selling of securities to the public in the primary market. It is when a company which 

is not listed on the stock exchange makes either a fresh issue of securities or an Offer for Sale (OFS) of its existing 

securities or both for the first time to the public. It is generally used by the new and medium-sized companies to expand 

their business.   

Benefits: 

• The funds raised by IPO allow the company to invest in new capital equipment and infrastructure. 

• An IPO paves way for listing and trading of the issuer’s securities on the Stock exchange market. 

• The IPO also allows the company to attract top talent because it can offer stock options to its employees. This 

enables the company to pay its executives fairly low wages initially. And later, in return, the employees as 

promised can cash out with the IPO. 

Primary Market/New Issues Market: It deals with new securities being issued for the first time.  

 

 

 

North East Venture Fund 

Why in News? 

The Government has informed the Parliament that North East Venture Fund (NEVF) has disbursed over Rs.18 crore to 12 

start-ups till February, 2020. 

About NEVF: 

• Launched in 2017 by the North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Limited (NEDFi) in association with 

the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region(M-DoNER). 

• Aim: To contribute to the entrepreneurship development of the NER and achieve attractive risk-adjusted returns 

through long term capital appreciation by way of investments in privately negotiated equity related 

investments. 

It focuses on startups in five sectors namely 

➢ food processing 

➢ healthcare  

➢ tourism  

➢ aggregation of services and 

➢  IT and IT-enabled services. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/north-east-venture-fund
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• It is a close ended fund with capital commitment of Rs 100 crore.Each investment will be limited to a minimum 

of Rs.25 lakh and a maximum of Rs.10 crores with long term investment horizon of 4-5 years. 

Other Initiatives for the Development of North-Eastern Region 

North East Rural Livelihood Project (NELRP): 

• Launched in 2012, the NERLP is a World Bank aided, multi-state project under the Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region (DoNER). 

• The project has been implemented in 11 districts of Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim with an aim 

to improve rural livelihoods especially that of women, unemployed youth and the most disadvantaged, in the 

four North Eastern States. 

• North Eastern Region Vision 2020 document provides an overarching framework for the development of the 

North Eastern Region. 

• Science & Technology Interventions in the North East Region (STINER): 

➢ STINER aims to bring relevant technologies developed by the academic, scientific and research 

institutions to the artisans and farmers especially women. 

North Eastern Region Power System Improvement Project (NERPSIP): 

• The Scheme was initially approved in December 2014 as a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Power. 

• It aims to create a reliable power grid and improve NER States' connectivity to the upcoming load centers, and 

thus extend the benefits of the grid connected power to all categories of consumers of beneficiaries in the North 

Eastern Region. 

 

Destination North East festival: 

• The different facets of Northeast including the entrepreneurship avenues are replicated at different locations 

across the country. During these events also, an exclusive arrangement is made for offering counselling and 

assistance to potential entrepreneurs and business Start-Ups. 

Domestic Systemically Important Banks 

Why in News? 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has retained State Bank of India, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank as Domestic Systemically 

Important Banks (D-SIBs) or banks that are considered as “too big to fail”. 

About D-SIB: 

• D-SIB means that the bank is too big to fail. According to the RBI, some banks become systemically important 

due to their size, cross-jurisdictional activities, complexity and lack of substitute and interconnection.  

• Banks whose assets exceed 2% of GDP are considered part of this group. 

• RBI has to disclose names of banks designated as D-SIB. It classifies the banks under five buckets depending on 

order of importance. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/domestic-systemically-important-banks
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• Based on the bucket in which a D-SIB is, an additional common equity requirement applies. Banks in bucket one 

need to maintain a 0.15% incremental tier-I capital from April 2018. Banks in bucket three have to maintain an 

additional 0.45%. 

• All the banks under D-SIB are required to maintain higher share of risk-weighted assets as tier-I equity. 

 

India Innovation Index 2020 

Why in News? 

Recently, India Innovation Index Report 2020 was released by NITI Aayog in which Karnataka retained its top 

position in the major States category. 

Key Highlights: 

• Karnataka retained its position as the most innovative major state in the country in the India Innovation Index 

2020 released by NITI Aayog on January 20, 2021.  

• Karnataka scored 42.5, followed by Maharashtra at second place with a score of 38 and Tamil Nadu at third 

place with 37.91 score. Bihar was ranked the last in the index with 14.5 score. 

• Himachal Pradesh topped among the NE/ Hilly states with a score of 25.06, followed by Uttarakhand and 

Manipur, while Meghalaya was ranked last with 12.15 score. Delhi topped among the UT/ City States with a 

score of 46.60, followed by Chandigarh and Daman & Diu and Lakshadweep came last with 11.71 score. 

Objectives: 

• India Innovation Index 2020 seeks to rank states and union territories on the basis of their relative 

performance of supporting innovation. 

• It seeks to empower them to improve their innovation polices by highlighting their strengths and 

weaknesses. The ranking is designed in such a way that states are able to draw lessons in innovation.  

• The index is expected to encourage healthy competition among the states and union territories, thereby 

fostering competitive federalism. 

India Innovation Index 2020: Key Highlights  

• The index provides the methodology to assess the innovation capacities and performance of Indian states. 

• Under the index, the states and union territories have been divided into 17 Major States, 10 North-East and Hill 

States and 9 City States and Union Territories for effectively comparing their performance.  

• The states and union territories have been ranked in two broad categories: outcome and governance. The index 

captures the trends and provides detailed analysis of the various factors that drive innovation at different levels-

national, state, and district levels.  

• The framework of India Innovation Index 2020 consists of 36 indicators including hard data (32 indicators) and 

four composite indicators. 

• The index framework was shaped post discussions with experts in the domain of index creation and innovation.  

It measures innovation inputs through 'Five Enablers pillars' and 'Two Performance pillars':  

Five Enablers pillars: They capture elements of the state economy that act as inputs for the innovation environment. 

➢ Human Capital 
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➢ Investment 

➢ Knowledge works 

➢ Business Environment 

➢ Safety and Legal Environment  

Two Performance pillars: They depict the performance. 

➢ Knowledge output 

➢ Knowledge diffusion 

 Each pillar comprises relevant indicators that were carefully selected to ensure a fair and accurate analysis of their 
respective pillars. The indicators cover both macroeconomic (government) and microeconomic (private enterprise) 
aspects.  
                                                               India Innovation Index 2020: Rankings 

Rank Major States Score 

1 KARNATAKA 42.50 

2 MAHARASHTRA 38.03 

3 TAMIL NADU 37.91 

4 TELANGANA 33.23 

5 KERALA 30.58 

6 HARYANA 25.81 

7 ANDHRA PRADESH 24.19 

8 GUJARAT 23.63 

9 UTTAR PRADESH 22.85 

10 PUNJAB 22.54 

11 WEST BENGAL 21.69 

12 RAJASTHAN 20.83 

13 MADHYA PRADESH 20.82 

14 ODISHA 18.94 
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15 JHARKHAND 17.12 

16 CHHATTISGARH 15.77 

17 BIHAR 14.48 

Rank NE/ Hill States Score 

1 HIMACHAL PRADESH  25.06 

2 UTTARAKHAND  23.50 

3 MANIPUR  22.78 

4 SIKKIM  20.28 

5 MIZORAM  16.93 

6 ASSAM  16.38 

7 
ARUNACHAL 

PRADESH 
14.90 

8 NAGALAND  14.11 

9 TRIPURA  12.84 

10 MEGHALAYA  12.15 

 
                

   

 

                                                    India’s performance on the Global Innovation Index 

Year  GII Rank  GII Score Total Countries 

2015 81 31.7 141 

2016  66 33.6  128 
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2017  60 35.5  127 

2018 57  35.2  126 

2019  52 36.58  129 

2020  48  35.6 131 

 

4-Tier Structure for Regulation of NBFCs 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed a tighter regulatory framework for Non-Banking Financial 

Companies (NBFCs) by creating a four-tier structure with a progressive increase in intensity of regulation. 

➢ It has also proposed classification of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) of base layer NBFCs from 180 days to 90 

days overdue. 

➢ Earlier in 2020 the RBI announced a host of measures to provide liquidity support to NBFCs. 

Objective:  

• It is to keep the big NBFCs in good financial health. 

•  It has become important after the failure of extremely large NBFC like IL&FS. 

Four Tier Structure: 

Base layer:  

• This layer will include the large number of small NBFCs in the country and will subject to the least regulation. It is 

because they have a limited impact on systemic stability. The proposals for this set of NBFCs include: 

➢ Entry-level net owned funds required to be raised to Rs 20 crore from Rs 2 crore. 

➢ NPA classification norm of 180 days will be harmonized to 90 days. 

➢ Disclosure requirements will be widened by including disclosures on types of exposure, related party 

transactions, and customer complaints. 

Middle Layer: 

• It will consist of NBFCs that currently fall in the ‘systemically important’ category along with deposit-taking 

non-bank lenders. Housing Finance Companies, Infrastructure Finance Companies, Infrastructure Debt Funds, 

Core Investment Companies. The proposals for this set of NBFCs include: 

➢ It will be subjected to tighter corporate governance norms. 

➢ No changes proposed in the capital-to-risk-assets ratio (CRAR) of 15% with a minimum Tier-I ratio of 10%. 

➢ These NBFCs cannot provide loans to companies for buy-back of securities. 

➢ NBFCs with 10 or more branches will be required to adopt core banking solutions. 

Upper Layer: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/4-tier-structure-for-regulation-of-nbfcs
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• It will include about 25-30 NBFCs and will be subjected to bank-like regulation. 

➢ It will have to implement differential standard asset provisioning and also the large exposure framework 

as applicable to banks. 

➢ The concept of Core Equity Tier-1 will be introduced for this category and is proposed to be set at 9%. 

➢ They will also be subject to a mandatory listing requirement. 

Top Layer: 

• This layer will be empty for now and will be populated with NBFCs, where the RBI may see an elevated systemic 

risk. 

Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) 

• A Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) is a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 engaged in 
the business of loans and advances, acquisition of shares/stocks/bonds/debentures/securities issued by 
Government or local authority or other marketable securities of a like nature, leasing, hire-purchase, insurance 
business, chit business but does not include any institution whose principal business is that of agriculture 
activity, industrial activity, purchase or sale of any goods (other than securities) or providing any services and 
sale/purchase/construction of immovable property. 

• A non-banking institution which is a company and has principal business of receiving deposits under any 
scheme or arrangement in one lump sum or in installments by way of contributions or in any other manner, is 
also a non-banking financial company (Residuary non-banking company). 

Features of NBFCs 

• NBFC cannot accept demand deposits. 

• NBFCs do not form part of the payment and settlement system and cannot issue cheques drawn on itself. 

• Deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is not available to depositors 
of NBFCs. 

 

Decriminalisation of Offences under LLP Act 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Company Law Committee (CLC) has recommended that 12 offences under the LLP Act needs to be 

decriminalised. 

Offences to decriminalised under LLP Act 

• A number of offences related to timely filings, including annual reports and filings on changes in partnership 

status of the LLP, which are unrelated to fraud have been recommended for decriminalisation. 

• The move is in line with decriminalisation of the Companies Act through an amendment in 2020 in which 

offences which do not involve fraud or impact public interest were decriminalised. 

• The panel has recommended that companies be required to pay penalties for non-compliance, instead of fines 

which are imposed after a partner or the LLP is found guilty of misconduct by a court. 

Significance of Imposing fines 

• The move to impose penalties would reduce the time taken for LLPs to resolve non-compliance. 

• It would help unclog the judicial system from complaints not related to fraud or public interest. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/decriminalisation-of-offences-under-llp-act
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• The firms would take care to not violate the amended provisions as despite decriminalisation the committee had 

recommended higher monetary penalties for violations in a number of provisions. 

Recommendations of LLPs to issue Non-Convertible Debentures 

• The CLC has recommended that LLPs which are currently not allowed to issue debt securities be permitted 

to issue non-convertible debentures (NCDs). 

➢ It will help to facilitate rising of capital and financing operations. 

• The move is likely to benefit startups and small firms in sectors which require heavy capital investment. 

• The RBI and SEBI would also have to make changes to current regulations to allow LLPs to issue NCDs for the 

implementation of the committee’s recommendation. 

ShramShakti Portal: 

 Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has launched “ShramShakti”- a National Migration Support Portal, to smooth 

the formulation of state and national level programs for migrant workers. 

➢ The ‘ShramShakti’ digital portal will be successfully able to address the data gap and also empower the 

migrant workers, who generally move in search of income generation and employment. 

➢ The portal will also be able to help the government link the migrant population with the already existing 

welfare schemes of both state and central governments. 

ShramShakti Portal: 

• The data collected through the ‘ShramShakti’ portal will include the livelihood options demographic profile, 

migration pattern, and skill mapping. 

• The migrants all over the country had to face difficulties after the lockdown was announced because of the 

pandemic.  

• The migration of the tribal is distress-driven and also the migrants are exposed to unsafe and difficult situations. 

ShramSaathi: Tribal Training Module 

• The Tribal Affairs Minister also launched ‘ShramSaathi’, a tribal training module. It will ensure that the process 

of livelihood migration is productive and safe. 

• The tribal migrant workers often know less about their entitlements and rights. They are also not completely 

informed about ways to access services as well as social security in source and destination areas. 

• The tribal migrant workers, after the training, will be able to access and demand services as well as 

entitlements and rights that are related to the social security and livelihood in their villages before migration 

and their destination after migration. 

World Economic Outlook: IMF 

Why in News? 

Recently, the latest World Economic Outlook of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has estimated that India’s Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) will grow by 11.5% in the Financial Year (FY) 2021-22. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-economic-outlook-imf-1
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Key Highlights: 

• World Economic Outlook October 2020 report titled, “A Long and Difficult Ascent” was recently released. 

• Released by: international Monetary Fund 

• According to the report, Global output is projected to shrink 4.4% in 2020. 

• After 2021, global growth is expected to be moderate at 3.5% in the medium term. 

Key findings for India 

• FY 2020-21: For the current fiscal, the IMF had forecast a record 10.3% contraction. 

• FY 2021-22: For the next fiscal, starting from April 1st, GDP growth projection is at 11.5%, 2.7% higher than the 

projection made in October, 2020. 

➢ Last October, the IMF had projected an 8.8% real GDP growth for India in FY 2021-22, highest globally. 

• FY 2022-23: In FY 2022-23, the economy will likely grow 6.8%. 

• India and World 

India in GAVI Board 

Why in News? 

Union Health Minister of India has been nominated by the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation(GAVI) as a 

member of the GAVI Board. 

➢ Union Health Minister will be representing the South East Area Regional Office(SEARO)/ Western Pacific 

Regional Office (WPRO) constituency on the GAVI Board from 1st January,2021 until 31st,December 2023. 

What is GAVI? 

• Gavi is an international organisation – a global Vaccine Alliance created in 2000. 

• It brings together public and private sectors with the shared goal of creating equal access to new and underused 

vaccines for children living in the world’s poorest countries. 

• GAVI has observer status at the World Health Assembly. 

• As part of its mission to save lives, reduce poverty and protect the world against the threat of epidemics, GAVI 

has helped vaccinate more than 822 million children in the world’s poorest countries preventing more than 14 

million future deaths. 

 About GAVI Board: 

• The GAVI Board normally meets twice a year in June and November/ December and holds an annual retreat, 

normally in March or April. 

• The board is responsible for strategic direction and policy-making, oversees the operations of the Vaccine 

Alliance and monitors programme implementation. 

• With membership drawn from a range of partner organisations, as well as experts from the private sector, the 

Board provides a forum for balanced strategic decision making, innovation and partner collaboration. 

Solidarity and Stability Deal: Gulf Countries 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-in-gavi-board
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/solidarity-and-stability-deal-gulf-countries
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Why in News? 

Gulf leaders have recently signed a “solidarity and stability” agreement which would lead to ending the diplomatic rift 

with Qatar. This deal was signed in the GCC Summit held in Saudi Arabia.  

Background: 

• It was in June 2017 when countries like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain had cut 

diplomatic and trade ties along with imposing a land, sea and air blockade on Qatar. 

• The quartet had said that Doha was being too close to Iran and supporting various terrorist groups. Qatar had 

openly denied such allegations and had accused its neighbours of trying to dilute its sovereignty. 

Gulf Cooperation Council: Solidarity and Stability Deal 

• This accord emphasizes Gulf, Arab and Islamic solidarity as well as stability. It speaks for the enhancement fo 

friendly ties between countries and people 

• All members of GCC had signed a deal to remove the sanctions over Qatar and re-open their land sea and airline 

borders to Qatar 

Significance of the move  

• The move would reunite the Gulf region and promote the efforts of increasing friendship to solve challenges 

around them 

• The countries may rise against Irans rising threats against ballistic and nuclear missile programs 

Gulf Cooperation Council 

• GCC is a political, economic, social, and regional organisation which was established by an agreement 
concluded in 1981 among Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE in view of their special 
relations, geographic proximity, similar political systems based on Islamic beliefs, joint destiny and common 
objectives. 

• The structure of the GCC consists of the Supreme Council (the highest authority), the Ministerial Council and 
the Secretariat General. The Secretariat is located in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

 
 

India’s Relation with Gulf Region 

India and GCC: 

▪ The economic and political relationship of India with the GCC has improved in recent years. 

▪ The friendly relation has been reflected in the bilateral trade of around USD 121 billion and remittances of USD 

49 billion from a workforce of over nine million. 

▪ GCC suppliers account for around 34% of India’s crude imports. 

India and Iran: 

▪ India has always shared a friendly relationship with Iran. But the India-Iran relation faces one of the most 

complex phases at all times due to the USA’s pressure which has politico-economic impacts. 
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▪ In May 2018, the USA abandoned the nuclear deal (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action) and reinstated 

economic sanctions against Iran. 

India and Qatar: 

▪ Recently, India’s External Affairs Minister met the top leaders of Qatar and discussed strengthening the 

economic and security cooperation between the two countries. 

▪ India shares a friendly relation with Qatar and even at the time of sanctions on Qatar, India maintained a cordial 

relation with the oil rich nation. 

India's Overall Role in the Region: 

▪ India has avoided involvement in local or regional disputes in the region, since Indian interests do not entail 

power projection but necessitate peace and regional stability. 

▪ The Gulf is among India’s top trading partners. The deepening energy interdependence is marked by growing 

volumes of energy imports into India. There is also the prospect of substantive investments from the Gulf into 

the Indian hydrocarbon sector. 

▪ The number of Indian migrant workers in the region stands at more than 7 million. 

▪ The expansion of the political engagement has been matched by the growing security cooperation, especially 

on counter-terrorism. 

▪ India and its Gulf partners are also taking tentative steps towards defence cooperation. 

➢ For example participation of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, and others in India’s mega multilateral Milan 

Exercise. 

Way Forward 

• The Gulf region has historical, political, economic, strategic and cultural significance for India. India-GCC Free 

Trade Agreement (FTA) can provide a boost to the relations. 

• It has been assessed that Saudi Arabia is a fading power whereas UAE, Qatar and Iran are emerging as the new 

regional leaders. Oman and Iraq will have to struggle to retain their sovereign identities. 

• Thus, Indian interests would be best served if the stability in the region is ensured through cooperative 

security since the alternative, of competitive security options, cannot ensure durable peace.. 

India-Mongolia Relations 

Why in News? 

Recently, India and Mongolia have comprehensively reviewed their bilateral cooperation in hydrocarbons and steel 

sectors. 

• India conveyed deep appreciation to Mongolia for its support in facilitating approvals for expeditious 

implementation of the Greenfield Mongol Refinery Project, the country’s 1st oil refinery. 

➢ In 2018, India initiated the process of construction, funded by USD 1 Billion Line of Credit capable of 

refining 1.5 million metric tonnes crude per year. 

• India also thanked Mongolia for their commitment in setting up a pipeline to transport crude to the refinery 

being built in Sainshand and expressed willingness to further share India’s expertise in oil and gas sector 

including capacity building. 

• India welcomed the keenness of Mongolian companies in supplying coking coal to the Indian steel industry. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-mongolia-relations-1
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India-Mongolia Relation: 

Historical Relations: 

India and Mongolia have interacted through Buddhism throughout history. 

Diplomatic Relations: 

▪ India, the first country outside the former Soviet bloc of nations to open diplomatic relations with Mongolia in 

1955, has upgraded ties with Mongolia to a strategic partnership. 

▪ In 2015, Mongolia witnessed the first ever visit by the Prime Minister of India (a part of India’s Act East policy). 

International Cooperation: 

▪ Mongolia has publicly reiterated its support for India’s membership to the permanent seat of the 

expanded United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

▪ India has played an important role in getting Mongolia membership to key international forums, including 

the United Nations (UN), despite strong opposition from China and Taiwan. India also championed the inclusion 

of Mongolia in the Non-Aligned Movement. 

▪ In a reciprocal gesture, Mongolia co-sponsored a 1972 UN resolution with India and Bhutan for the recognition 

of the newly liberated Bangladesh. 

➢ Other Forums of which both the countries are members: Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), World Trade 

Organisation (WTO). 

• India is a member whereas Mongolia is an observer state at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 

Economic Cooperation: 

▪ India - Mongolia bilateral trade was USD 38.3 million in 2019, down from USD 52.6 million in 2018. 

Defence Cooperation: 

▪ Joint defence exercises code-named Nomadic Elephant. 

▪ India is also an active participant in an annual week-long joint training exercise called the Khaan Quest, hosted 
by Mongolia. 

Cooperation over Environmental Issues: 

• Part of the Bishkek Declaration (snow leopard). 

Cultural Relations: 

▪ The Ministry of Culture (India) has taken up the project of reprinting 108 volumes of Mongolian Kanjur under 

the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM). 

Other Possible Areas of Cooperation: 

▪ Solar energy is abundant and cooperation is solicited especially as India has emerged as the leader by way 

of International Solar Alliance and its very own ambitious alternate and renewable energy projects. 

▪ Mongolia’s mining sector including copper and Uranium hold exceptional cooperation possibilities. 

▪ In the area of cooperatives, India has the capacity to share its expertise for the vastly dispersed farmers and 

milkmen in Mongolia. 
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Way Forward 

▪ Mongolia’s strategic position at the cross junction of Central Asia, Northeast Asia, far East, China and Russia 

attracts major powers towards it. India should consider Mongolia as a green zone of economic 

development that absorbs hi-tech features and production skills in a modernization process. 

▪ To preserve and promote the common heritage of Indo-Mongolian culture is important. This should serve as 

the basis for nurturing and pursuing future common interests. 

World's Oldest Cave Art 

Why in News? 

Recently, archaeologists have discovered the world’s oldest known cave art which is a life-sized picture of a wild 

pig that was painted at least 45,500 years ago in Indonesia. 

Key features of the painting 

• The cave painting depicts a wild boar endemic to the 

Sulawesi island of Indonesia, where the painting was found. 

• It dates back to more than 45,000 years. 

• The painting was made using red ochre pigment. 

• These pigs have been hunted by humans for tens of 

thousands of years and are the most commonly depicted 

animal in the ice age rock art of the island. 

• The painting was found in the Leang Tedongnge cave. 

• The cave is situated in a remote valley surrounded by 

limestone cliffs, and is only accessible during the dry season 

because of flooding during the wet season. 

Dating method 

• Archaeologists used a method called U-series isotope analysis, which uses calcium carbonate deposits that form 

naturally on the cave wall surface to determine its age. 

• They used a calcium carbonate deposit, also referred to as “cave popcorn” that had formed on the rear foot of 

one of the pig figures. 

What is the significance of the cave painting? 

• It shows the oldest evidence for the presence of hominins beyond the southeastern limits of the Ice Age Asian 

continent. 

• It depicts the food habit of Hominins which includes the boars as food. 

• The painting is a form of creative thinking and artistic expression at that time. 

Kashmir Debate in UK’s Parliament 

Why in News? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kashmir-debate-in-uk-s-parliament
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Recently, India has expressed its dismay at some of the parliamentarians who participated in a debate on Kashmir in the 

Houses of Parliament complex in London. 

Key Highlights of UK Parliament Kashmir Debate 

• The Parliament’s reiterated the official stance that it is not for Britain to play any mediatory role in a bilateral 

India-Pakistan matter, even as he accepted there were human rights concerns on both sides of the Line of 

Control (LoC). 

• It’s not appropriate for the UK government to prescribe a solution or act as a mediator in this regard but it 

would be wrong to not acknowledge there are serious human rights concerns in both India-administered and 

Pakistan-administered Kashmir. 

• The parliament welcomed the commitment of the Indian government which has made to the economic and 

social development of India-administered Kashmir because the people of Kashmir deserve the opportunity to 

thrive and succeed. 

• It raised concerns of alleged human rights violations and called on the UK government to seek access to the 

region for direct reports from Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) to be presented in the 

UK Parliament in future. 

India’s stand on UK Parliament Kashmir Debate 

• The Indian High Commission in London sought to highlight that since last year, a smart Wifi project has enabled 

high-speed internet access in the region. 

• The Indian High Commission stated that all administrative measures taken by the Government of India in Jammu 

and Kashmir are entirely an internal matter of India. 

• India has expressed its concern that UK Parliament is relying on “false assertions” and unsubstantiated 

allegations propagated by a “third country”. 

Russia Pulls Out Of Open Skies Treaty 

Why in News? 

Russia has announced that it was pulling out of the Open Skies Treaty, saying that the pact had been seriously 

compromised by the withdrawal of the United States. 

➢ This move was made after the USA pulled out of the Open Skies Treaty in November 2020, arguing that 

Russian violations made it untenable for the United States to remain a party. 

Reasons for USA Withdrawal: 

• Russia’s continuous non compliance: The USA had for over a decade accused Russia of non-compliance with 

OST protocols, blaming Moscow of obstructing surveillance flights on its territory, while misusing its own 

missions for gathering key tactical data. 

• OST misused to claim Ukrainian region: The USA also accused Russia of designating an airfield in the annexed 

Crimean Peninsula as an Open Skies refueling base as an illegal attempt by Russia to cement its claim to the 

Ukrainian region. 

• Risk to critical infrastructures: Russia misused its flights over the USA and Europe to identify critical 

infrastructure for potential attack in a time of war. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/russia-pulls-out-of-open-skies-treaty
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Reasons for Russia Withdrawal: 

• USA limiting OST: Russia defends its non compliance with the OST to allow flights over Kaliningrad (Russian 

exclave in Eastern Europe that lies between NATO allies Lithuania and Poland) citing the example of the US 

imposing similar limits on flights over Alaska. 

• No assurance from NATO members: After USA withdrawal from OST, Russia did not get the sought assurance 

from North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies who continued to remain on the treaty that they would 

not transfer data collected by their flights over Russia to Washington (USA). 

Open Skies Treaty (OST) 

• OST is an agreement that allows countries to monitor signatories’ arms development by conducting 

surveillance flights over each other’s territories. 

• The idea behind the OST was first proposed in the early years of the Cold War by former U.S. President Dwight 

Eisenhower. 

• It came to existence decades later and was signed in 1992, during the George H.W. Bush presidency and after 

the Soviet Union had collapsed. 

• The OST came into effect in 2002 under the George W. Bush administration and it allows its 34 signatories to 

conduct unarmed reconnaissance flights over the territory of treaty countries. 

Aim: 

• Building confidence: The OST aims at building confidence among its 34 signatories countries through mutual 

openness, thus reducing the chances of accidental war. 

Terms: 

• Open surveillance: Under the treaty, a member State can undertake surveillance on any part of the host 

nation, with the latter’s consent. 

➢ Only approved imaging equipment is permitted on the surveillance flights. 

➢ Officials from the host state can also stay on board throughout the planned journey. 

• Sharing strategic information: The information gathered, such as on troop movements, military exercises and 

missile deployments, has to be shared with all member States. 

• Both US and Russia were signatories of the treaty. 

• India is not a member of this treaty. 

 

 

India-Nepal Joint Commission Meet 

Why in News? 

Recently, the 6th India-Nepal Joint Commission meeting was held where in Nepal raised the Kalapani boundary 

dispute with India. The two sides also discussed cooperation in a range of areas, including power, oil and gas, water 

resources, capacity building and tourism among others. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-nepal-joint-commission-meet
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➢ India distanced itself from discussing the matter at the Joint Commission level as there is a dedicated Foreign 

Secretary-level mechanism to discuss boundary disputes. 

Kalapani Boundary Dispute: 

Location: 

• It is located in the easternmost corner of Pithoragarh and shares a border on the north with the Tibet 

Autonomous Region of China and Nepal in the east and south. 

• The area resembles a slice of cake wedged in between Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and Kalapani and is the largest 

territorial dispute between Nepal and India consisting of at least 37,000 hectares of land in the High Himalayas. 

• The area is in India’s control but Nepal claims the region because of historical and cartographic reasons. 

Cause of Dispute: 

• Nepal’s claims to the region are based on the river Kali as it became the marker of the boundary of the 

kingdom of Nepal following the Treaty of Sugauli of 1816. 

➢ The treaty was signed between the Gurkha rulers of Kathmandu and the East India Company after 

the Gurkha War/Anglo-Nepal War (1814-16). 

➢ Nepal lost the regions of Kumaon-Garhwal in the west and Sikkim in the east and also claims over the 

region west of the river Kali which originates in the High Himalayas and flows into the great plains of 

the Indian subcontinent. 

➢ The British rulers recognised Nepal’s right to the region that fell to the east of the river Kali, where the 

Kalapani lies. 

• According to Nepal, the east of the Kali River should begin at the source of the river, which is in the 

mountains near Limpiyadhura, higher in altitude than the rest of the river’s flow. 

➢ Nepal claims that a landmass, high in the mountains that fall to the east of the entire stretch starting 

from Limpiyadhura downwards, is theirs. 

• India, on the other hand, says the border begins at Kalapani where the river actually takes the name Kali near 

Kalapani. 

• The dispute is mainly because of the varying interpretation of the origin of the river and its various tributaries 

that slice through the mountains. 

Demarcation Work: 

• The work for demarcation and mapping of the boundary between India-Nepal started in 1981, for which 

a Joint Technical Committee was founded with tenure till 2007. 

• It produced 182 strip maps which depicted the border but due to various reasons, border demarcations on two 

segments (Susta and Kalapani) were not completed and it is still not finished. 

Significance of the Region: 

• Kalapani is connected to the other side of the Himalayan range through the Lipulekh pass. 

➢ The pass has been used for centuries by Hindu and Buddhist pilgrims and tourists on their way to 

Kailash Mansarovar. 

➢ It is strategically important due to its proximity to the National Capital Region and it can be of 

particular concern in case of an armed conflict with China. 
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India-China Factor: 

• During the 2015 Lipulekh agreement between India and China, both nations violated Nepal’s concerns as they 

did not consult or seek Nepal’s opinion. 

• The agreement renewed India’s Mansarovar pilgrimage connection and also boosted trade to Tibet. 

• Nepal criticised the agreement and maintained that India should have resolved the issue with Nepal first. 

Latest Developments: 

• Nepal published a revised official map incorporating the territory from the Limpiyadhura source of the Kali to 

Kalapani and Lipulekh pass in the northeast of the triangular region as its territory. 

• In May 2020, the Nepal Cabinet registered a constitution amendment motion to grant constitutional status to 

the map. 

• India observed that the constitutional guarantee would make Kathmandu’s position inflexible and unresolving 

the border dispute would become nearly impossible. 

Nepal’s Current Stand: 

• It wants to find a solution to the boundary dispute in two segments urgently. 

• It also highlighted that despite the bitterness and differences on some issues between the two countries in 

2020, overall partnership and relations moved smoothly. 

India’s Current Stand: 

• India was anticipating the move and has clarified that it would not discuss the matter at the Joint Commission 

level as the boundary dispute has a dedicated Foreign Secretary-level mechanism which is yet to meet. 

Issues discussed in the meeting 

 Progress on the development partnership front 

• On the development partnership front, the expansion of the Motihari-Amlekhganj petroleum products 

pipelines to Chitwan and the establishment of a new pipeline on the eastern side connecting Siliguri to Jhapa in 

Nepal formed a part of the discussions. 

• The operating procedures for commencement of train services of the first passenger railway line between India 

and Nepal from Jaynagar to Kurtha via Janakpurhave have been discussed. 

• Other cross-border rail connectivity projects, including a possible Raxaul-Kathmandu broad gauge railway line, 

were also discussed. 

• The joint hydropower projects, including the proposed Pancheshwar Multipurpose Project, should get positive 

momentum following this round of meetings. 

Facilitating the cross-border movement of people 

• The recently inaugurated Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) at Birgunj and Biratnagar have helped in the seamless 

movement of people and trade between the two countries. 

• The construction of a third integrated check post at Nepalgunj has already commenced, while the new 

integrated check post at Bhairahwa would begin shortly. 

• Since Nepal relies on India’s seaports in a big way for trading, and goods are transported by road, the integrated 

check posts are expected to ease trade and transit. 
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New direction to bilateral ties 

• India’s support for two more cultural heritage projects in Nepal, namely, the Pashupatinath Riverfront 

Development and the Bhandarkhal Garden Restoration in Patan Durbar is significant. 

• Nepal expressed support for India’s permanent membership of an expanded UN Security Council (UNSC) to 

reflect the changed balance of power. 

• The next meeting of the Joint Commission in Nepal should be crucial in giving a new direction to the bilateral 

ties, keeping a balance between change and continuity. 

India’s deepening engagement with all sections 

• There is growing disenchantment among the Nepali masses over the increased centralization of power, failure of 

the Provincial System in addressing the developmental issues, misuse of Presidential authority, and 

unprecedented corruption. 

• While the unusual developments are taking place in Nepal, there are many who still think that India is 

comfortable with some changes as its Nepal policy is heading very clearly towards a deeper engagement with all 

sections. 

Way Forward: 

Nepal cannot afford to enter into another round of political instability, and those who have commanding authority to 

spearhead India-Nepal bilateral relations must give a humane consideration to it. At the crossroads, Nepal needs action 

and to come to terms with realities. 

India- Sri Lanka 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Government of Srilanka decided to rebuild a demolished memorial at Jaffna University after the High 

Commissioner of India’s concerns. 

Issues of Tamilians in Srilanka 

• Denial of Citizenship: The problem of the Srilankan Tamils began earlier than the 1950s. After independence in 

1948 the Srilankan government felt that the Tamils were not Srilankan because they had Indian ancestry. 

➢ The majority of the Tamils were denied Srilankan citizenship due to which most of the Tamils 

continued to live in poverty in the tea estates of Srilanka. 

• Linguistic Discrimination: The conflict between Sinhalese and Tamils in Sri Lanka started in 1956 when Sinhala 

was made the official language by the country's President and large scale discrimination began against the 

Tamils. 

• Religious Discrimination: The discrimination against the Tamil population continued throughout the 1960s 

as Buddhism was given the primary place in the state and the number of Tamils employed by the state and 

admitted into institutions of higher learning was greatly restricted. 

• Intensified Movements: During this period the Tamils responded to their oppression largely through a political 

and a non-violent protest movement. In the 1970s, however, there was an increased trend towards Tamil 

separatism and militancy that gave rise to a terrorist organization called LTTE. 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE):  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-sri-lanka-6
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• The LTTE was founded in 1976 by Velupillai Prabhakaran with the goal of creating an independent Tamil Eelam 

out of Sri Lanka. 

• From clashes with the Sri Lankan military, the LTTE in the early 80s launched a full scale nationalist insurgency in 

the north and east of the country, carrying out a string of major terrorist attacks against both military and 

civilian targets. 

• India’s relationship with the LTTE was complex — from providing support to the guerrillas initially to sending the 

Indian Peacekeeping Force (IPKF) to Sri Lanka from 1987 to 1990. 

• The LTTE pioneered suicide bombing as a weapon of terror, and in 1991, an LTTE suicide bomber killed Rajiv 

Gandhi in an attack on Indian soil. 

• Among the other high-profile assassinations carried out by the Tamil Tigers was that of the Sri Lankan President 

Ranasinghe Premadasa in 1993. 

• The LTTE, which used women and children in combat, controlled, at its peak, over three-quarters of Sri Lanka’s 

northern and eastern provinces. 

• The organisation was finally crushed in a ruthless military offensive by the government of President Mahinda 

Rajapaksa in 2009. 

• The LTTE was designated as a terrorist organisation by 32 countries, including, besides India, the United States, 

Canada, and the European Union. 

• The US designated the LTTE as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in 1997. 

• India first banned the LTTE after the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi; the ban was last extended for five years in 

2014. 

Concerns for India: 

• Rehabilitation of Refugees: A lot of Srilankan Tamils who evaded from Srilankan civil war (2009) are seeking 

refuge in Tamil Nadu. They are not returning in fear of being targeted again. It is a challenge for India to 

rehabilitate them. 

• Sentiments of Indian Tamils: A number of protests and criticism is drawn at the end of Indian Government for 

overlooking the plight of Srilankan Tamils to maintain good relationship with Srilanka. 

• Strategic interests vs Tamil question: Often India has to trade off on the question of Tamilian minority rights 

over strategic issues to protect its economic interests in its neighborhood and to counter Chinese influence in 

Indian Ocean. 

Tamil refugees in  india 

• About 1 lakh Tamils from Sri Lanka live in India, including some 60,000 in camps across Tamil Nadu. 

• These refugees are mostly Hindu, and are of both Sri Lankan and Indian origin. 

• Some 4.6 lakh repatriations from Sri Lanka have been officially recorded so far, besides thousands of Tamils of 

Sri Lankan origin who sought asylum in India. 

• At least 20 per cent of these refugees claim an Indian origin on the basis of Sri Lankan birth certificates that 

identify them as “Indian Tamil”, and documents that trace their links to Indian grandparents or other ancestors. 

When did the refugees from Sri Lanka arrive in India? 

• Tamils who came from Sri Lanka can be separated into those who came before 1983 and those who came after, 

when the separatist movement in the island nation took a violent turn followed by a series of anti-Tamil riots. 

• Most of the 1 lakh documented Sri Lankan illegal immigrants who live in Tamil Nadu today, fled this ethnic 

conflict. 
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• Those who reached India before 1983 were mostly Indian-origin Tamils whose forefathers migrated to Sri Lanka 

a century previously, mainly to work in the tea plantations. 

• In 1964, PMs Lal Bahadur Shastri and Sirimavo Bandaranaike signed an agreement to allow some 9,75,000 

people of Indian origin in Sri Lanka, who had citizenship of neither country, to become citizens of the country of 

their choice. 

• Many of those who arrived in India until 1982 got legal accommodation; however, the process was not 

comprehensive, and was ultimately not completed. 

What are the conditions in the Tamil Nadu camps like? 

• About 19,000 Sri Lankan families, comprising 60,000 individuals, live in 107 camps in Tamil Nadu. 

• Some 10,000 of these inmates are children below the age of eight, according to latest available data from 

August 2019. 

• Technically, those who arrived by boat and other informal, illegal channels during the war in Sri Lanka are 

considered illegal immigrants, not refugees. 

• Most of these “illegal immigrants” reached Tamil Nadu in the 1980s and 1990s. 

• Thereafter, a few hundred came over the years — until arrivals spurted during the last leg of war, which ended 

with the final defeat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 2009. 

Aspirations of these refugees 

• They expect citizenship of India — because they fear persecution and violence at the hands of the Colombo 

government and the Sinhala Buddhist majority if they return to Sri Lanka. 

• Also, most of the Indian-origin Tamils have ancestral roots, relatives, and property in India. 

• Many could have got Indian citizenship under the Shastri-Bandaranaike Pact if they had chosen to come to India 

before the ethnic riots broke out in Sri Lanka. 

• There is no process in India to give them citizenship, and these camps were built as a temporary arrangement 

for people in distress, to make them feel safe until such time as they could return to Sri Lanka after normalcy 

was restored. 

India - Sri Lanka Confidence Building Measures: 

• Currency Swap Agreements: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had signed an agreement for extending a USD 400 

million currency swap facility to Sri Lanka to boost the foreign reserves and ensure financial stability of the 

country, which is badly hit by Covid-19 pandemic. 

• High Level Exchanges: Political relations between India and Sri Lanka have been marked by high-level exchanges 

of visits at regular intervals. 

• India’s Support against Terrorism: During the course of the civil war, India supported the right of the 

Government of Sri Lanka to act against terrorist forces. 

• The Indian Housing Project: It is Government of India’s flagship project of developmental assistance to Sri 

Lanka. Its initial commitment is to build 50,000 houses for those affected by the civil war as well as for the estate 

workers in the plantation areas. 

• Addressing Fishermen Issue: Given the proximity of the territorial waters of both countries, especially in 

the Palk Straits and the Gulf of Mannar, incidents of straying of fishermen are common. 

➢ Both countries have agreed on certain practical arrangements to deal with the issue of bona fide 

fishermen of either side crossing the International Maritime Boundary Line. 
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• Joint Exercises: India and Sri Lanka conduct joint Military (Mitra Shakti) and Naval exercise (SLINEX). 

• Participation in Groupings: Sri Lanka is also a member of regional groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) and SAARC in which India plays a leading 

role. 

• SAGAR: Srilanka supports India’s concern for the security of Indian ocean with its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy 

and SAGAR (Security and Growth for all in the Region). 

• Line of Credit: India has extended a $400 million line of credit to Sri Lanka to help strengthen its infrastructure 

and economy. An additional $50 million to help Sri Lanka combat terrorism. 

Indo-French Joint Exercise Desert Knight-21 

Why in News? 

Indian Air Force (IAF) and French Air and Space Force will conduct a bilateral Air exercise, Ex Desert Knight-21 at Air 

Force Station Jodhpur from 20 to 24th Jan 2021. 

EXERCISE DESERT KNIGHT-21 

• The exercise is unique as it includes fielding of Rafale aircraft by both sides and is indicative of the growing 

interaction between the two premier Air Forces. 

• Presently, the French detachment for Ex Desert Knight-21 is deployed in Asia as part of their ‘SKYROS 

Deployment‘. 

• Beginning September 2020, the IAF has inducted and operationalised eight Rafale fighter jets of the 36 jets 

contracted from France in a 7.87-billion euro deal in 2016. 

Significance: 

• The exercise indicates the growing interaction between the two premier Air Forces. 

• At present, the French detachment for Ex Desert Knight-21 is deployed in Asia as part of their SKYROS 

Deployment and will ferry in forces to Air Force Station Jodhpur.  

• As measures to further the existing cooperation, the two forces have been gainfully utilising available 

opportunities to conduct ‘hop-exercises‘. 

Defence Exercise between India and France: 

➢ Varuna – Naval exercise 

➢ Garuda – Air exercise 

➢ Shakti – Army exercise 

 

India's Vaccine Diplomacy 

Why in News? 

India has officially started its vaccine diplomacy with the name “Vaccine Maitri” under  its  Neighborhood First policy.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indo-french-joint-exercise-desert-knight-21
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-s-vaccine-diplomacy
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➢ The first batches of vaccine have been already delivered to Bhutan and Maldives by special planes as a grant 

or gift. 

Key Features of Vaccine Maitri  

• India will supply Made-in-India Covid-19 vaccines to its neighboring and key partner 

countries Under its Neighborhood First policy.  

• Bhutan and Maldives will be the first to get the vaccines followed by Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and 

Seychelles.   

• Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and Mauritius will also get doses once they give necessary regulatory approvals.  

• Pakistan has not been named as a neighboring country which will get the vaccine.   

• Vaccine will be Supplied to the partner countries in a phased manner, keeping in mind the demand.  

Earlier Diplomacy measures by India:  

• India had earlier supplied Hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir and Paracetamol tablets as well as diagnostic kits, 

ventilators, masks, gloves and other medical supplies to a large number of countries during the pandemic.  

• Under the Partnerships for Accelerating Clinical Trials(PACT) programme, India has also provided training to 

several neighbouring countries to enhance and strengthen their clinical capabilities   

Importance of India’s Vaccine Diplomacy: 

Strategic: 

• Earning long term goodwill: By financing shipments from India’s assistance programmes for cash-strapped 

neighbouring countries desperately needing such assistance, India shall earn the long-term goodwill of its 

immediate neighbours and across Indian ocean countries 

➢ It is in line with India’s neighborhood first initiative. 

• Advantage over Chinese: China recently offered its vaccines to Nepal, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh as 

it held a multilateral dialogue with the four countries and Pakistan on anti-epidemic prevention.. 

• Leverage over western countries: While the affluent western world, notably the US and Europe, are focused 

almost exclusively on their own problems, India is being appreciated for helping its neighbours and developing 

countries, who could not afford US and European vaccines. 

Economic: 

• Make India global supply centre: Beyond India's immediate neighbours, South Korea, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi 

Arabia, Morocco and South Africa have all shown inclinations to purchase vaccines from India which is estimated 

to be 60% of the global supply of inoculants. 

• Boost Pharma Manufacturing in India: India can become the pharmacy of the world. If Indian vaccines help 

developing countries to meet their urgent needs, they can become the future long term destination for market 

expansion of Indian pharmas. 

• Help in reviving the economy: If India becomes the manufacturing hub to corona vaccines across the world, it 

shall give a boost to the GDP of India.. 

Facilitating global collaboration: 
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• India vaccines supply could cater greatly to the global collaboration which is being done through the WHO-

backed COVAX Facility mechanism. 

Environment 

Arctic: Concerns & Opportunities 

Why in News? 

As per the WWF-Arctic Programme, the Arctic region is warming up twice as fast as the global average. The ice cap has 

been shrinking fast since 1980 and the volume of Arctic sea ice has declined by as much as 75%. 

Melting of Arctic ice and its impact on climate 

• Arctic region is warming up twice as fast as the global average. 

• The ice cap is shrinking fast — since 1980, the volume of Arctic sea ice has declined by as much as 75 percent. 

• The loss of ice and the warming waters will affect sea levels, salinity levels, and current and precipitation 

patterns. 

• The Tundra is returning to the swamp, the permafrost is thawing, sudden storms are ravaging coastlines and 

wildfires are devastating interior Canada and Russia. 

• The rich biodiversity of the Arctic region is under serious threat. 

• These changes are making the survival of Arctic marine life, plants, and birds difficult while encouraging species 

from lower latitudes to move north. 

• The Arctic is also home to about 40 different indigenous groups, whose culture, economy, and way of life are in 

danger of being swept away. 

Commercial Importance of Arctic: 

• The opening of the Arctic presents huge commercial and economic opportunities, particularly in shipping, 

energy, fisheries and mineral resources. 

Commercial navigation: 

• The Northern Sea Route (NSR) which would connect the North Atlantic to the North Pacific through a short polar 

arc is the most tempting. 

Oil and natural gas deposits: 

• Estimated to be 22% of the world’s unexplored resources, mostly in the Arctic ocean, will be open to access 

along with mineral deposits including 25% of the global reserves of rare earths, buried in Greenland. 

Challenges in exploiting opportunities 

• Navigation conditions are dangerous and restricted to the summer. 

• There is a lack of deep-water ports, a need for ice-breakers, a shortage of workers trained for polar conditions, 

and high insurance costs. 

• Mining and deep-sea drilling carry massive costs and environmental risks. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/arctic-concerns-opportunities
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• Unlike Antarctica, the Arctic is not a global common and there is no overarching treaty that governs it, only 

the UN Convention of Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

• Large parts of it are under the sovereignty of the five littoral states — Russia, Canada, Norway, Denmark 

(Greenland) and the US — and exploitation of the new resources is well within their rights. 

Geopolitics of the Arctic 

• Russia, Canada, Norway, and Denmark have put in overlapping claims for extended continental shelves. 

• The US, not a party to UNCLOS, is unable to put in a formal claim but is under pressure to strengthen its Arctic 

presence. 

• For the present, Russia is the dominant power, with the longest Arctic coastline, half the Arctic population, and 

a full-fledged strategic policy. 

• Russia anticipates huge dividends from commercial traffic including through the use of its ports, pilots, and ice-

breakers. 

• China, playing for economic advantage, has moved in fast, projecting the Polar Silk Road as an extension of the 

BRI, and has invested heavily in ports, energy, undersea infrastructure, and mining projects. 

India’s interests in Arctic: 

Environmental Interest: 

• India’s extensive coastline makes it vulnerable to the impact of Arctic warming on ocean currents, weather 

patterns, fisheries and most importantly, the monsoon. 

Scientific Interest: 

 

• Scientific research in Arctic developments, in which India has a good record, will contribute to its understanding 

of climatic changes in the Third Pole, the Himalayas. 

Strategic Interest: 

• The strategic implications of an active China in the Arctic and its growing economic and strategic relationship 

with Russia are self-evident and need close monitoring. 

• Since 2013, India has had observer status in the Arctic Council, which is the predominant inter-governmental 

forum for cooperation on the environmental and development aspects of the Arctic. 

• It is high time that its presence on the Arctic Council was underpinned by a strategic policy that 

encompassed economic, environmental, scientific and political aspects. 

Arctic Council 
• It is an intergovernmental forum for discussing and resolving issues related to the Arctic region. The issues may 

include scientific research and the peaceful and sustainable use of resources in the region. 
• It works on the overall objective of conserving the pristine environment, biodiversity and the interests and well-

being of the local populations. 
• It is not a treaty-based international legal entity like the UN organisations or trade or regional groupings such 

as NATO or ASEAN. 
• It was set up by the 8 Arctic countries by means of the Ottawa Declaration of 1996. These countries are the US, 

Canada, Russia, Iceland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Finland. 
• In addition to these countries, 6 organisations representing the indigenous people of the Arctic region have also 
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been given the status of permanent participants. 
 

 

UN Convention of Law of the Sea 
• The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is an international agreement that establishes 

guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of marine natural resources.  

 
 

Bird Flu  

Why in News? 

Recently, samples of dead migratory water birds found at the Pong Dam Lake in Himachal Pradesh have tested positive 

for avian influenza or bird flu. 

Findings: 

• The Centre for Animal Disease Research and Diagnosis (CADRAD) at the Indian Veterinary Research 

Institute (IVRI), Bareilly conducted the preliminary testing in which the samples had tested positive for antigens 

associated with influenza. 

• The samples were then sent to the National Institute of High-Security Animal Diseases (NIHSAD), Bhopal. 

➢ NISHAD is the nodal body for detecting this disease. 

• It conducted RT-PCR testing of samples of five dead Bar-Headed Geese and all of them have been found 

positive for the H5N1 avian influenza virus. 

➢ More than 90% of the dead birds were Bar-Headed Geese. 

Actions Taken: 

• Under the Disaster Management Act 2005, the Pong reservoir and 1-km area of its periphery have been 

declared an alert zone, in which no human and domestic livestock activities are allowed. 

• The movement of tourists, as well as local residents, has been banned and the next 9 km after the alert zone 

comprise a surveillance zone, in which all tourism activity has been suspended too. 

• The administration has prohibited slaughtering, sale, purchase and export of any poultry, birds, fish of any 

breed and their related products including eggs, meat, chicken, etc. 

• Apart from these, wildlife, veterinary and animal husbandry staff across the state have been put on alert and 

asked to immediately report the death of any bird or animal. 

Avian Influenza: 

• It is a highly infectious and severe respiratory disease in birds caused by the H5N1 influenza virus; Type a 

strain of influenza virus. 

• In total, 16 types of bird flu are there, of which H5N1 strain is considered the deadliest. 

• H5N1 consists of two types of proteins: 

➢ H5 stands for the fifth of several known types of the protein hemagglutinin. 

➢ N1 stands for the first of several known types of the protein neuraminidase. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bird-flu-threat
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Transmission: 

• It is carried by and infects birds including farmed poultry such as chicken, ducks, turkey, etc. 

➢ Mostly via bodily secretions, faeces, same feed or water bowl of birds. 

• Human cases of Avian influenza occur occasionally with close contact with infected live or dead birds, or H5N1-

contaminated environments. 

➢ According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), it can occasionally infect humans as well, although 

human-to-human transmission is unusual. 

➢ The virus does not infect humans easily and it is difficult to transmit the infection from person to person. 

Symptoms in Humans: 

• Fever and influenza-like illness (cough, sore throat, etc.), diarrhoea, other gastrointestinal symptoms, multi-

organ failure, sepsis-like syndromes, etc. 

• The disease progresses within days and many patients develop clinically apparent pneumonia with radiographic 

infiltrates of varying patterns. 

• The fatality rate among hospitalized patients with confirmed H5N1 infection has been high (about 60%), most 

commonly as a result of respiratory failure. 

Prevention and Care: 

• Neuraminidase inhibitors (oseltamivir, zanamivir) are inhibitory for the virus and have proven efficacy in vitro 

and in animal studies for preventive healthcare and treatment of H5N1 infection. 

• Inactivated H5N1 vaccines for human use have been developed and licensed in several countries but are not 

yet generally available. Although the vaccines are immunogenic, their effectiveness in preventing the H5N1 

infection or reducing disease severity is unknown. 

Precautions: 

• Avoid contact with high-risk environments such as live animal markets and poultry farms, any free-ranging or 

caged poultry, or surfaces that might be contaminated by poultry droppings. 

• Avoid contact with dead migratory birds or wild birds showing signs of disease, and should avoid consumption 

of undercooked eggs, poultry or poultry products.  

• Hand hygiene with frequent washing or use of alcohol rubs is recommended. 

• Urgently consult health professionals for supplementary information if exposure occurs. 

 

State of the Climate Report 2020: IMD 

Why in News? 

According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD)’s State of the Climate Report, the year 2020 was the eighth 

warmest since India started keeping records in 1901. 

➢ The State of the Climate Report looks at temperature and rainfall trends annually. 

Key Highlights: 

• Eighth Warmest Year: The year 2020 was the eighth warmest since India started keeping records in 1901. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/state-of-the-climate-report-2020-imd
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• Warmest Decade: 12 out of the 15 warmest years were reported between 2006 and 2020 and that the past 

decade (2011-2020) was the warmest on record. 

• Temperature: During the year, the annual average temperature in the country was 0.29 degree Celsius (°C) 

above normal (29-year average from 1981-2010). 

➢ However, it was much lower than 2016 (+0.71 degrees Celsius), which remains the warmest ever year the 

country has recorded since 1901. 

• Rainfall: The annual rainfall over the country in 2020 was 109% of the Long Period Average (LPA) calculated for 

the period of 1961-2010. 

• Cyclones: Five cyclones formed over the North Indian Ocean in 2020 including the super cyclonic Storm 

AMPHAN, Very Severe Cyclonic Storms NIVAR & GATI, Severe Cyclonic Storm NISARGA, and Cyclonic Storm 

‘BUREVI’. Among these, NISARGA & GATI formed over Arabian Sea while the remaining three cyclones formed 

over the Bay of Bengal. 

• Loss due to Natural Disasters: Bihar & Uttar Pradesh was the most adversely affected States by natural disasters 

during the year which claimed more than 350 deaths from each State mainly due to thunderstorm, lightning and 

cold waves. 

India Meteorological Department 

• IMD was established in 1875. 

• It is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India. 

• It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological observations, weather forecasting and 
seismology 

 

Natural Capital Accounting and Valuation of the Ecosystem Services Project 

Why in News? 

Natural Capital Accounting and Valuation of the Ecosystem Services (NCAVES) India Forum-2021 is being organised by 

the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) in virtual format. 

Objectives of the National Forum:  

• To present India’s achievements in the domain of Natural Capital Accounting (NCA). 

• To prioritize the emerging opportunities for NCA in India. 

• To familiarize stakeholders with the work undertaken by the different international agencies in the area of NCA. 

• To provide a platform to selected Research Institutions to present their research conducted in 

the valuation of ecosystem services. 

FUNDING 

• The NCAVES Project, funded by EU. 

• India is one of the five countries taking part in this project – the other countries being Brazil, China, South Africa 

and Mexico. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

• The participation in the project has helped MOSPI commence the compilation of the Environment Accounts as 

per the UN-SEEA framework. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/natural-capital-accounting-and-valuation-of-the-ecosystem-services-project
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• Several of these accounts are closely related to the social and economic attributes, making them a useful tool 

for the Policy. 

• It will be based on about 80 studies conducted across the country. 

• An additional benefit of this tool is that it provides a critical view on the literature that is available and the 

applicability of estimates spatially across India according to bio-geographical areas. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

• In India, the NCAVES project is being implemented by the MoSPI in close collaboration with the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) and the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC). 

• MoSPI has coordinated with all the stakeholders through a consultative process by setting in place a mechanism 

for linking the diverse stakeholders concerned – namely producers and the policymakers using 

the environmental accounts. 

FOCUS AREAS 

NCAVES India Forum 2021 is being organised in a virtual format, with live sessions on January 14, 21 and 28, 2021, 

focusing on: 

• January 14, 2021: Efforts made by the international agencies in the domain of natural capital accounting and 

valuation of ecosystem services 

• January 21, 2021: Policy Demand for NCA in India 

• January 28, 2021: Achievements in natural capital accounting and valuation of ecosystem services and prospects 

of natural capital accounting in India 

• A web portal www.ncavesindiaforum.in has been designed for the purpose of registration, participation and to 

function as a repository for the environment related information. 

• The first day will witness participation of Ambassador of the EU Delegation to India and representatives from 

various national and international organisations. 

• The Forum targets showcasing some of the important researches/work related to the environment through the 

online exhibition and the twitter poster session platform.  

Management Effectiveness Evaluation of Protected Areas 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry for Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has released Management Effectiveness 

Evaluation (MEE) of 146 national parks and wildlife sanctuaries (NP&WLS) in the country. 

➢ It was also announced that from the year 2021 onwards, 10 best national parks, five coastal and marine 

parks and top five zoos in the country will be ranked and awarded every year. 

About Management Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE): 

• Management Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) tool is increasingly being used by governments and international 

bodies to understand the strengths and weaknesses of the protected area management systems. 

• It is defined as the assessment of how well National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries are being managed primarily, 

whether they are protecting their values and achieving the goals and objectives agreed upon. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/management-effectiveness-evaluation-of-protected-areas


 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79, SECTOR 15-D, CHANDIGARH 

47 

Indicators:  

• There are 30”Headline Indicators” developed under six elements of MEE framework suitable in Indian context 

for evaluation. The ratings are assigned in four categories, as Poor – up to 40%; Fair – 41 to 59%; Good – 60 to 

74%; Very Good – 75% and above. 

What was the need of this tool?  

• At present, India has a network of 903 protected areas covering about five per cent of the total geographic area 

of the country. India also has 70% of the global tiger population, 70% of Asiatic lions and more than 60% of 

leopard’s global population. Hence, in order to assess the efficacy of protected areas, evaluation of 

management effectiveness is required. 

Results: 

• The results of the present assessment are encouraging with an overall mean MEE score of 62.01% which is 

higher than the global mean of 56%. 

• Jaldapara national park (West Bengal), Raiganj wildlife sanctuary (West Bengal), Sainj Wildlife Sanctuary 

(Himachal Pradesh), Tirthan wildlife sanctuary (Himachal Pradesh) and Great Himalayan national park 

(Himachal Pradesh) have been declared as top five national parks and wildlife sanctuaries in India. 

• Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh was the worst performer in the survey. 

Other Initiatives launched: 

• MEE of Marine Protected Areas: A new framework for MEE of Marine Protected Areas has been also jointly 

prepared by Wildlife Institute of India(WII) and Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). 

• Management Effectiveness Evaluation of Indian Zoos (MEE-ZOO): It is a framework which proposes guidelines, 

criteria and indicators for evaluation of zoos of the country through Management Effectiveness Evaluation 

Process (MEE-ZOO) in a manner which is discrete, holistic and independent. 

➢ The assessment criteria and indicators look beyond the traditional concepts including issues of animal 

welfare, husbandry and sustainability of resources and finance. 

Dzukou Valley 

Why in News? 

The Indian Air Force has engaged a Mi-17V5 helicopter to tame a massive wildfire in Dzukou Valley, a popular trekking 

destination on the Manipur-Nagaland border. 

 About Dzukou Valley: 

• Dzukou, about 30 km from Kohima, is a sanctuary for the endangered Blyth’s tragopan – Nagaland’s State Bird  

and other species of birds and animals. 

• Often caught in a boundary dispute between Manipur and Nagaland, the Dzukou Valley has been prone to 

wildfires. 

• The valley is famous for its wide range of flowers in every season but the most famous one is the Dzüko Lily and 

it is found only in this valley. 

• It is covered with bamboo and other grass species. The valley harbours many species of flowering plants 

including the endemic Dzukou Lily- Lilium chitrangada. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/dzukou-valley
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• The valley is a source of conflict for ownership between local tribes and the state governments of 

Manipur/Nagaland. 

• It is home to the Angami people. 

Forest Fires 
• Wildfire, also called forest, bush or vegetation fire, can be described as any uncontrolled and non-prescribed 

combustion or burning of plants in a natural setting such as a forest, grassland, brush land or tundra, which 
consumes the natural fuels and spreads based on environmental conditions (e.g., wind, topography). 

Causes: 
• Wildfire can be incited by human actions, such as land clearing, extreme drought or in rare cases by lightning. 
• One of the major reasons for forest fires in the north-east is slash-and-burn cultivation, commonly called jhoom 

or jhum cultivation. 
➢ The fires happen between the months of January and March. The north-east has tropical evergreen forests 

and, unlike the dry deciduous forests of central India, these are not likely to catch fire easily. 
Impact: 

• Globally, forest fires release billions of tons of CO2 into the atmosphere, while hundreds of thousands 
of people are believed to die due to illnesses caused by exposure to smoke from forest fires and other landscape 
fires. 

Some Findings from the 2019 Report by the Forest Survey of India (FSI): 
 

• About 21.40% of forest cover in India is prone to fires, with forests in the north-eastern region and central India 
being the most vulnerable. 

• While the overall green cover has increased in the country, the forest cover in the north-east — particularly in 
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland — has decreased. Forest Fires could be one of the causes. 

Measures Taken: 
• National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF) 2018 
• Forest Fire Prevention and Management Scheme. 

 

Lumpy Skin Disease 

Why in News? 

Recently, a Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) has been infecting India’s bovines. 

➢ Lumpy skin disease is a vector-borne pox disease of domestic cattle and Asian water buffalo and is characterized 

by the appearance of skin nodules. 

➢ The disease has been reporeted in several Indian states like Assam, Odisha, Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka, 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, etc. 

Causal organism 

• Lumpy skin disease is caused by the lumpy skin disease virus (LSDV), a member of the genus Capripoxvirus 

(CaPV) within the family Poxviridae.  Lumpy skin disease virus shares the genus with sheep pox virus (SPPV) and 

goat pox virus (GTPV), which are closely related, but phylogenetically distinct.  

Transmission 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lumpy-skin-disease
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• Transmission of virus occurs through movements of cattle. Infected animals showing lesions in the skin and 

mucous membranes of the mouth and nasal cavities excrete infectious LSDV in saliva, as well as in nasal and 

ocular discharges, which may contaminate shared feeding and drinking sites. 

• The virus persists in the semen of infected bulls so that natural mating or artificial insemination may be a 

source of infection for females. Infected pregnant cows are known to deliver calves with skin lesions. The virus 

may be transmitted to suckling calves through infected milk, or from skin lesions in the teats. 

• Local blood-feeding insect vectors feeding on cattle can also transmit the virus. The common stable fly 

(Stomoxys calcitrans), the Aedes aegypti mosquito, and some tick species of 

the Rhipicephalus and Amblyomma spp., have demonstrated ability to spread the LSDV.  

Symptoms 

• Initial symptoms -  Lachrymation and nasal discharge 

• Subscapular and prefemoral lymph nodes become enlarged and are easily palpable. 

• High fever (>40.50C) may persist for approximately a week. 

• Sharp drop in milk yield. 

• Appearance of highly characteristic, nodular skin lesions of 10-50 mm in diameter: The number of lesions 

varies from a few in mild cases to multiple lesions in severely infected animals. Predilection sites are the skin of 

the head, neck, perineum, genitalia udder and limbs. Skin nodules may persist for several months. 

• Sometimes, painful ulcerative lesions develop in the cornea of one or both eyes, leading to blindness in worst 

cases. 

• Pneumonia caused by the virus itself or secondary bacterial infections, and mastitis are common complications. 

• Infected animals often recover within three weeks of treatment with anti-allergy and antibiotic medicines. The 

morbidity rate in LSD is 10-20%, while the mortality rate is up to 5%. 

Measures to be taken on farm in case of suspicion  

• If possible, separate the suspected case(s) from the rest of the herd. 

• If possible, separate the rest of the animals from neighboring herd(s) by feeding them on the farm and avoiding 

communal grazing 

• Disinfect your hands, footwear, and outfit using any common disinfectant and when at home/farm wash the 

clothes at +60 °C. 

• Disinfect equipment and materials used in the affected holding. 

• Contact your veterinarian for support.  

Prevention 

• A careful surveillance of the disease onset and spread is to be taken up at the farm level. 

• Purchase of new animals that are either incubating the disease or are viraemic without exhibiting any symptoms 

presents a major risk of introducing the disease into a naïve herd. Introduction of new animals into herds should 

therefore be limited. Stock should be bought only from trusted sources. New animals should be examined and 

declared free of clinical signs prior to movement and on arrival, and should be kept separated/quarantined from 

the herd for at least 28 days 

• In affected villages, cattle herds should be kept separate from other herds by avoiding communal grazing. 

• Cattle should be treated regularly with insect repellents to minimize the risk of vector transmission of the 

disease. This measure cannot fully prevent transmission but may reduce the risk. 
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• Limiting vector breeding sites such as standing water sources, slurry and manure, and improving drainage in 

holdings are sustainable, affordable and environmentally friendly ways of reducing the number of vectors on 

and around cattle. 

Nagi-Nakti Bird Sanctuaries 

Why in News? 

Recently, Bihar’s first state-level bird festival ‘Kalrav’ started at the Nagi-Nakti bird sanctuaries in the Jamui district, 

Bihar. 

➢ It is a 3-day event and is expected to draw experts and bird lovers from all over the country. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Nagi Dam and Nakti Dam are two sanctuaries so close to each other that they can be taken as one bird area. 

• The Nagi- Nakti Bird Sanctuaries have been the home of a wide variety of indigenous species of birds and of 

migratory birds that turn up during the winters from places like Eurasia, Central Asia, the Arctic Circle, Russia 

and Northern China.. 

Avian Fauna : 

• Over 136 species of birds have been spotted at these sanctuaries. 

• Bar-headed geese: Around 1,600 bar-headed geese, which is about 3% of the global population of this variety, 

have been seen here, as per a report of the Wetlands International and because of this rare phenomenon, the 

Birdlife International, a global body, has held the Nagi Dam Bird Sanctuary to be globally important for 

conservation of birds' population and has declared it as an important bird area. 

 

➢ Wetland International is a global not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the conservation and 

restoration of wetlands. 

➢ BirdLife International is a global partnership of conservation organisations (NGOs) that strives to 

conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people towards sustainability in the 

use of natural resources. 

• Major threats to the biodiversity of the sanctuaries: Agricultural runoff; Land dispute between Irrigation and 

Forest Departments; Leasing out of the site for fishing. 

Bird Sanctuaries in Bihar: 

• Gautam Budha bird sanctuary, Gaya 

• Kawar Jheel bird sanctuary, Bigusarai 

• Kusheshwar asthan bird sanctuary, Darbhanga 

Science and Technology 

Virtual Agri-Hackathon 2020 

Why in News? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nagi-nakti-bird-sanctuaries
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/virtual-agri-hackathon-2020
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Recently, the Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare inaugurated the Virtual Agri-hackathon 2020 in 

association with Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), Pusa, and New Delhi. 

About Agri-Hackathon 2020 

Objective:  

• It is the largest virtual gathering to create dialogues, and accelerate innovations in agriculture. The hackathon 

will accept innovations & ideas on farm mechanization, precision agriculture, supply chain & food technology, 

waste to wealth, green energy among others. 

Rewards for the winners: 

• 24 best innovations from different focus areas will be awarded a cash prize of INR 1 lakh each. The winning 

innovations will also get an exclusive preference for incubation support, pre-seed & seed-stage funding of 5 

Lakhs & 25 Lakhs respectively along with the opportunity of field trial and access to technology validation. 

Significance: 

• This event is very crucial from the standpoint of new technology and value addition in agriculture. 

• It will help achieve doubling the farmer's income which in turn will create many growth opportunities for the 

entire country. 

National Science Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP 2020) 

Why in News? 

Recently, the draft of the 5th National Science Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP) has been uploaded by 

the Department of Science and Technology (DST) on its website. 

➢ This Policy will replace the Science Technology and Innovation Policy of 2013. 

About S&T Policy 

• The fifth S&T policy of India is being formulated at a crucial juncture when India and the world are tackling the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

• This is only the latest among the many important changes in the past decade that have necessitated formulation 

of a new outlook and strategy for Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI). 

• As the crisis changes the world, the new policy with its decentralized manner of formation will reorient STI in 

terms of priorities, sectoral focus, the way research is done, and technologies are developed and deployed for 

larger socio-economic welfare. 

• The STI Policy for the new India will also integrate the lessons of COVID-19 including building of an Atmanirbhar 

Bharat (self- reliance) through ST&I by leveraging our strengths in R&D, Design, S&T workforce and institutions, 

huge markets, demographic dividend, diversity and data. 

Important Provisions: 

Gender Equality: 
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• It proposes that at least 30% representation be ensured for women in all decision-making bodies, as well 

as “spousal benefits” be provided to partners of scientists belonging to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ+) community. 

• The LGBTQ+ community should be included in all conversations related to gender equity, and provisions be 

made to safeguard their rights and promote their representation and retention in the science and technology 

sector. 

Child and Elderly Care: 

• Child-care benefits are proposed to be made gender-neutral, and flexible work timings and adequate parental 

leave are to be offered to cater to maternity, childbirth and child care. 

• All publicly-funded research institutions and universities will be asked to provide day-care centers for children of 

employees, and also have a provision for elderly care. 

For Disabled: 

• For the benefit of people with disabilities, the policy asks all publicly-funded scientific institutions to 

make “structural and cultural changes” to support their inclusion. 

Other Provisions: 

• For age-related cut-offs in matters relating to selection, promotion, awards or grants, the “academic age” and 

not the biological age would be considered. 

• Removal of bars on married couples being employed in the same department or laboratory. 

➢ As of now, married couples are not posted in the same department, leading to cases of loss of 

employment or forced transfers when colleagues decide to get married. 

• Open Science Policy (One Nation, One Subscription): To make scientific knowledge and data available to all, the 

government has proposed: 

➢ To buy bulk subscriptions of all important scientific journals across the world, and provide everyone in 

India free access to them. 

➢ To set up a Science, Technology and Innovation Observatory that will serve as the central repository of 

all kinds of data generated from scientific research in the country. 

Research and Education: 

• It proposes to establish Education Research Centres (ERCs) and Collaborative Research Centres (CRCs) to 

provide research inputs to policymakers and bring together stakeholders. 

• Research and Innovation Excellence Frameworks (RIEF) will be developed to enhance the quality of research 

along with the promotion of engagements with the relevant stakeholders. 

• A dedicated portal to provide access to the outputs of such publicly-funded research will be created through 

the Indian Science and Technology Archive of Research (INDSTA). 

• To set up Infrastructure to boost local Research and Development capabilities and reduce large scale import in 

selected sectors of domestic importance such as electronic hardware for home appliances, railways, intelligent 

transport, clean tech, defence, etc. 

For Strengthening India's Strategic Position: 
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• To achieve technological self-reliance and position India among the top three scientific superpowers in the 

decade to come. 

• To double the number of Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) researchers, Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D 

(GERD) and private sector contribution to the GERD every 5 years. 

• Establishment of a Strategic Technology Board that will bridge all strategic government departments, and 

monitor and recommend technologies to be bought or indigenously made. 

 

Lithium-ion Technology 

Why in News? 

India, through a newly-floated state-owned company Khanij Bidesh India Ltd, has inked a pact with an Argentine 

firm to jointly prospect lithium in Argentina, a country that has the one of the largest reserves of Lithium in the world. 

Why such a move? 

• Currently, India is heavily dependent on import of these cells and the move to ink sourcing pacts for lithium is 

seen as another salvo in the front against China, a key source of both the raw material and cells. 

• India is seen as a late mover as it attempts to enter the lithium value chain, coming at a time when EVs are 

predicted to be a sector ripe for disruption. 

• And 2021 is likely to be an inflexion point for battery technology, with several potential improvements to the Li-

ion technology. 

About Lithium 

• Lithium is a chemical element with the symbol Li and atomic number 3. 

• It is a soft, silvery-white alkali metal. Under standard conditions, it is the lightest metal and the lightest solid 

element. 

• Like all alkali metals, lithium is highly reactive and flammable and must be stored in mineral oil. 

• When cut, it exhibits a metallic lustre, but moist air corrodes it quickly to a dull silvery grey, then black tarnish. 

• Lithium metal is isolated electrolytically from a mixture of lithium chloride and potassium chloride. 

• It is a crucial building block of the lithium-ion rechargeable batteries that power electric vehicles (EVs), laptops 

and mobile phones. 

Global producers of lithium 

Australia and Chile have swapped positions as the world’s leading lithium-producing country over the past decade. In 

2019, the world’s Top 5 lithium producers were: 

➢ Australia – 52.9% of global production 

➢ Chile – 21.5% 

➢ China – 9.7% 

➢ Argentina – 8.3% 

➢ Zimbabwe – 2.1% 

• The U.S. ranked 7th with 1.2% of the world’s lithium production. 

• In 2019, the world’s Top 5 lithium reserves by country were: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lithium-ion-technology
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➢ Chile – 55.5% of the world’s total 

➢ Australia – 18.1% 

➢ Argentina – 11.0% 

➢ China – 6.5% 

➢ U.S. – 4.1% 

Lithium-ion batteries 

• A lithium-ion battery or Li-ion battery is a type of rechargeable battery. 

• They are commonly used for portable electronics and electric vehicles and are growing in popularity for military 

and aerospace applications. 

• A prototype Li-ion battery was developed by Akira Yoshino in 1985, based on earlier research by John 

Goodenough, M. Stanley Whittingham, Rachid Yazami and Koichi Mizushima during the 1970s–1980s. 

• In 2019, the Nobel Prize in Chemistry was given to this trio “for the development of lithium-ion batteries”. 

Mechanics of Lithium ion battery: 

• Lithium-ion batteries are powered by flows of lithium ions crossing from one material to another. 

• When the battery is in use, positively-charged lithium ions pass from an anode to a cathode, releasing a stream 

of electrons along the way that form an electric current. 

• When the battery is being recharged, lithium ions flow in the opposite direction, resetting the battery to do it all 

over again. 

 

 

Issues and concerns: 

• The demand for lithium is spiking and will continue to increase as more battery-powered cars and storage units 

hit the market. 

• Lithium mining requires millions of gallons of water and in places like Tibet and dry regions of South 

America, selling water became a dirty business. 

• Poorly run mines can also contaminate local water supplies. 
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• Cobalt is also in short supply, and mining of that metal in places like the Congo Basin is driving environmental 

destruction, child labour, and pollution. 

• More than half of lithium is gathered using brine extraction from deep inside the earth, and the rest is still 

mined traditionally from rock. 

• Both methods have caused environmental damage to areas around lithium processing operations. 

• And as the demand for lithium increases, companies may resort to using energy-intensive heating to speed up 

brine evaporation. 

• Once lithium-ion batteries are used up in electronics, they are often disposed of improperly by consumers. Only 

a small percentage is collected and recycled. Most end up in landfills. 

• Recycling the batteries and removing these increasingly precious metals is also costly and sometimes 

dangerous. 

• There are a limited number of times that a lithium-ion battery can be replenished before it deteriorates and can 

no longer hold a charge. 

• In addition, a faultily designed lithium-ion battery can turn into a miniature bomb. 

• Technologists often point to lithium-ion as an innovation roadblock: there’s not much that engineers can do 

beyond making the batteries bigger and implementing software algorithms to make hardware more power 

efficient. 

Quantum Technology 

Why in News? 

The detailed project report for a National Mission on Quantum Technology and Applications (NMQTA) has been drawn 

out and finalised. 

• Union Budget 2020-21 proposed to spend Rs 8,000 crore on the newly launched NMQTA. 

• In 2018, the Department of Science & Technology unveiled a programme called Quantum-Enabled Science & 

Technology (QuEST) and committed to investing Rs. 80 crore over the next three years to accelerate research. 

About the mission: 

• The new mission will oversee the development of quantum technologies for communications, computing, 

materials development and cryptography. 

• It will coordinate the work of scientists, industry leaders and government departments 

• Implementing authority: The move will be implemented by the Department of Science & Technology (DST). 

• Focus area: The areas of focus for the Mission will be in fundamental science, translation, technology 

development, human and infrastructural resource generation, innovation and start-ups to address issues 

concerning national priorities. 

Quantum Technology: 

• Quantum technologies are rapidly developing globally with a huge disruptive potential. 

• Quantum technology is a class of technology that works by using the principles of quantum mechanics (the 

physics of sub-atomic particles), including quantum entanglement and quantum superposition. 

➢ Quantum entanglement is when two atoms are connected, or entangled, despite being separated. 

➢ Quantum superposition is the theory that sub-atomic particles exist in multiple states simultaneously. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quantum-technology-1
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• It concerns the control and manipulation of quantum systems, with the goal of achieving information processing 

beyond the limits of the classical world. 

• Quantum technology is opening up new frontiers in computing, communications, cyber security with wide-

spread applications. 

• It is expected that lots of commercial applications would emerge from theoretical constructs which are 

developing in this area. 

• Quantum technology promises improvements to a vast range of everyday gadgets, including: 

➢ more reliable navigation and timing systems 

➢ more secure communications 

➢ more accurate healthcare imaging 

➢ more powerful computing 

• The next generation transformative technologies that will receive a push under this mission include quantum 

computers and computing, quantum communication, quantum key distribution, encryption, crypt analysis, 

quantum devices, quantum sensing, quantum materials, quantum clock and so on. 

Significance of the mission: 

• Super-secure communication network: The mission may eventually lead to the creation of a super-secure 

communication network to make online financial transactions hacking-proof besides ensuring full-proof safety 

of every bit of digital communication. 

• Solution for complex problems: Quantum principles will be used for engineering solutions to extremely complex 

problems in computing, communications, sensing, chemistry, cryptography, imaging and mechanics.. 

ASMI:The Machine Pistol 

Why in News? 

India’s first indigenous 9mm Machine Pistol has been jointly developed by Infantry School,mhow and DRDO’s Armament 

Research & Development Establishment (ARDE), Pune. 

➢ Machine pistols are primarily self-loading versions of pistols which are either fully automatic or can also fire 

bursts of bullets. 

Key Highlights: 

• DRDO’s Armament Research & 

Development Establishment (ARDE), Pune 

have designed and developed this weapon 

using their respective expertise in the 

complementary areas. 

• The Machine Pistol fires the in-service 

9mm ammunition and sports an upper 

receiver made from aircraft grade Aluminium and lower receiver from carbon fibre. 

• 3D Printing process has been used in designing and prototyping of various parts including trigger components 

made by metal 3D printing. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/asmi-the-machine-pistol
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• The weapon has huge potential in Armed forces as personal weapon for heavy weapon detachments, 

commanders, tank and aircraft crews, drivers/dispatch riders, radio/radar operators, Closed Quarter Battle, 

counter insurgency and counter terrorism operations etc. 

• This is also likely to find huge employability with the central and state police organizations as well as VIP 

protection duties and Policing. 

• The Machine Pistol is likely to have production cost under rupees 50000 each and has potential for exports. 

• The weapon is aptly named “Asmi” meaning “Pride”, “Self-Respect" & “Hard Work”.. 

5G Technology 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has sought inputs from telecom companies and other industry 

experts on the sale and use of radio frequency spectrum over the next 10 years, including the 5G (Fifth Generation) 

bands. 

Features of 5G Technology: 

 

• Millimeter wave spectrum: The 5G networks will operate in the millimeter wave spectrum (30-300 GHz) which 

have the advantage of sending large amounts of data at very high speeds because the frequency is so high, it 

experiences little interference from surrounding signals. 

• Upgraded LTE: 5G is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband networks. 

• Internet speed: In the high-band spectrum of 5G, internet speeds have been tested to be as high as 20 

Gbps (gigabits per second) as compared to the maximum internet data speed in 4G recorded at 1 Gbps. 

 

➢ 5G network speeds should have a peak data rate of 20 Gb/s for the downlink and 10 Gb/s for the uplink. 

Bands in 5G: 5G mainly work in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high frequency spectrum — all of which have their own 

uses as well as limitations. 

• Low band spectrum: It has shown great promise in terms of coverage and speed of internet and data exchange 

however the maximum speed is limited to 100 Mbps (Megabits per second). 

• Mid-band spectrum: It offers higher speeds compared to the low band, but has limitations in terms of coverage 

area and penetration of signals. 

• High-band spectrum: It has the highest speed of all the three bands, but has extremely limited coverage and 

signal penetration strength. 

Hurdles in Rolling Out 5G Technology: 

• Enabling critical infrastructures: 5G will require a fundamental change to the core architecture of the 

communication system. The major flaw of data transfer using 5G is that it can't carry data over longer distances. 

Hence, even 5G technology needs to be augmented to enable infrastructure. 

• Financial liability on consumers: For transition from 4G to 5G technology, one has to upgrade to the latest 

cellular technology, thereby creating financial liability on consumers. 

• Capital Inadequacy: Lack of flow of cash and adequate capital with the suitable telecom companies (like Bharti 

Airtel and Vodafone Idea) is delaying the 5G spectrum allocation. 
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Utility of 5G Applications: Combined with IoT, cloud, big data, AI, and edge computing, 5G could be a critical enabler 

of the fourth industrial revolution. 

• For India: 5G networks could improve the accessibility of services such as mobile banking and healthcare, and 

enable exponential growth in opportunities for unemployed or underemployed people to engage in fulfilling and 

productive work. For this Government has rolled out enabling policies. 

5G Enabling Policy: 

India’s National Digital Communications Policy 2018 highlights the importance of 5G when it states that the 

convergence of a cluster of revolutionary technologies including 5G, the cloud, Internet of Things (IoT) and data 

analytics, along with a growing start-up community, promise to accelerate and deepen its digital engagement, opening 

up a new horizon of opportunities. 

➢ It aims to reach 100% teledensity, high-speed internet highways and delivery of citizen-centric services 

electronically. 

Global Progress on 5G: 

 

• Global telecom companies have already started building 5G networks and rolling it out to their customers in 

many countries: 

 

• 5G had been deployed in 50 cities in the United States. 

• South Korea has rolled out 5G to 85 cities. 

• Japan and China have too started 5G mobile service on a trial basis. 

How is 5G different to 4G? 

5G 4G 

5G uses utilises much higher radio frequencies of 28 ghz. 
4G uses lower reading frequencies of 700 mhz to 2500 

mhz. 

5G transfer more data over the air at faster speeds. 4G speed is lesser with less data transfer. 

5G has lower latency i.e the delay before a transfer of data 

begins following an instruction. Latency for 5G is predicted 

to be below 10 milliseconds, and in best cases around 1 

millisecond. 

4G has higher latency as compared to 5G. Latency for 

4G is around 20-30 milliseconds. 

5G uses millimetre wave spectrum which enables more 

devices to be used within the same geographic area 

supporting around one million per square kilometre. 

4G support lesser number of devices of about 4,000 

devices per square kilometre. 
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5G uses a new digital technology that improve coverage, 

speed and capacity. 

4G has led to more congestion and lesser coverage as 

compared to 5G. 

 

 

 

Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

Integrated Drug Prevention Policy 

Why in News? 

The Himachal Pradesh Government has recently announced that Integrated Drug Prevention, Treatment, Management 

and Rehabilitation Programme is to be framed soon. 

Key Features of the policy: 

• The policy will be named as “State Policy of Drug Prevention, Treatment, Management and Rehabilitation 

Programme”. 

• The policy aims to increase cooperation between police, media and the Nasha Nivaran Board to curb the 

menace of drug abuse in the state. 

• Six Drug de-addiction centres are to be opened in Himachal Pradesh. 

• Standard of Operating Procedure is to be framed to control and regulate already functioning integrated 

rehabilitation centres for addicts and de-addiction centres. 

• Official surveys will be conducted to learn about the pattern of drug production, diversion of psychotropic 

substances. This will include precursors and magnitude of drug production in the state. 

• State-wise drug awareness campaigns will be started where the elected representatives of Urban Local bodies 

and Panchayati Raj institutions, NSS volunteers and NCC cadets will be involved. 

• The State Narcotics Control Cell is to be strengthened. 

• The new strategy of the State Government will mainly focus on drugs derived from plant sources such as opium 

and cannabis. The State Government has taken immense measures against the cultivation of drug generating 

plants. The State Government had also deployed Sahastra Seema Bal to address the issues in the high-altitude 

regions. The State Government also provided modern equipment of cannabis or opium destruction to these 

forces. 

• The Himachal Pradesh Government is to introduce a chapter on ill-effects of drug abuse in the school syllabus 

of government schools. 

• A large number of drug peddlers are from the neighbouring states of Himachal Pradesh such as Haryana, 

Punjab and Uttarakhand. Therefore, the joint initiatives are to be launched under the policy. The Northern 

States had earlier agreed to share information regarding drug trafficking. 
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Swarnim Vatikas programme 

Why in News? 

As a part of celebrations of 50 glorious years of full statehood of Himachal Pradesh, Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has 

planted a Cherry Blossom, commonly known as Pajja at Kareru Forest near Shimla and inaugurated the year long 

celebrations by the Forest Department to establish the Swarnim Vatikas at different places in the State. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Forest Department will take initiative to establish ‘Swarnim Vatika’ in each Assembly constituency to 

commemorate 50 years of full Statehood of Himachal Pradesh. 

• At least 68 ‘Swarnim Vatikas’ would be established in the State in different Assembly constituencies during the 

coming year. 

• This initiative aims at creating an integral space for interaction between human and nature in close vicinity of 

habitation.  

Agricultural university to start community radio  

Why in News? 

Agricultural University, Palampur will soon start a community radio station to make farmers aware of agriculture 

related information and new technologies. 

• This radio station will be set up at Sundernagar in Mandi district, 

Key Highlights: 

• During the Golden Jubilee celebration of HP Statehood, the university published a booklet dedicated to the 

progressive farmers of the state who have done outstanding work in the field of agriculture at state, national 

and international level. 

• These Farmers had been named Agriculture Ambassadors, who would train other farmers and inspire them for 

adopting new technologies in farm sector. 

• A farmer gallery has also been established for the first time in the university and soon an e-office would be set 

up in the university with the help of Information Technology department.  

Kisan Handbook and Calendar of Horticulture University 

Why in News? 

Governor Bandaru Dattatraya released ‘Kisan Handbook’ and Calendar of Dr. Y.S. Parmar University of Horticulture 

and Forestry, Nauni, Solan. 

Key Highlights: 

• Horticulture plays an important role in strengthening the economy of Himachal Pradesh. 

• Himachal Pradesh has acquired a distinct position in horticulture and agriculture sectors across the country and 

has a great demand for high quality fruits, vegetables, flowers and other agricultural products produced in the 

state. 
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• The credit for this distinctive role of Himachal Pradesh in Horticulture sector goes to the hardworking farmers of 

the state who have increased their production and quality considerably by adopting scientific advice. 

Vidhayak e-mitra seva 

Why in News?  

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur will launch Vidhayak e-mitra seva, on the occasion of his birthday on 6th January, 2021. 

Key Highlights: 

• This facility will be provided through mobile app Shikhar ki aur Himachal being already run in the state.  

• This facility to the MLAs will be provided under an additional tab named MLA CORNER.  

• Through this app MLAs would be able to follow-up the progress of their works online.  

• The public of different constituencies put up their demands with the concerned MLAs and the proposals of 

public demands are further presented to Chief Minister.  

• To know the status and progress of these works MLAs had to visit different offices, which was a time consuming 

process. On the request of MLAs, the Chief Minister had directed the officers to devise a technology so that 

MLAs could know the work progress without visiting different offices time and again. 

Chief Minister Office will monitor the work progress. This will save the time of the MLAs and information regarding 

progress on different works will be available through telephone. This will also go a long way in encouraging the 

digitization in the state. 

SJVNL donates ambulance to State Red Cross 

In News: 

• Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Ltd has today donated an Ambulance to State Red Cross in a simple function at Raj 

Bhawan, Shimla.  

• The Governor Bandaru Dattatraya received the Key of the Ambulance donated to the State Red Cross by Nand 

Lal, Chairman and Managing Director, SJVNL at Raj bhawan.  

MoU to set up Mountain Institute 

Why in News? 

Himachal Pradesh government signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to invest Rs. 100 crore with Six Sigma 

Healthcare to set up Asia’s First Mountain Institute in Shimla district and Chudhdhar areas. 

Key Highlights: 

• Six Sigma health care would provide healthcare facility in Kailash Manimahesh Yatra. 

• The institute once being operational would provide jobs to 727 youths. 

• The objective of the institute is to develop all type of research in Allopathy, Homeopathy, Ayurveda, 

Naturopathy and Yoga concerning high altitude mountains and to educate professionals in mountain 

medicines. 

• The Government will provide support in the purchase of the land for the institute in Shimla and Sirmaur district. 
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About Six Sigma health care: 

• Six Sigma Healthcare is a super specialized Mountain Medicines team trained by the Armed Forces in India 

since 2009. 

• Six Sigma is providing free high altitude medical services in all pilgrimage like Amarnath, Kailash Mansarover, 

Kedarnath, Manimahesh and disasters like Uttrakhand flood and Nepal earthquake.  

Public holiday 

In News: 

• The State Government announced that 17th January, 19th January and 21st January, 2021 has been declared as 

public holiday in Himachal Pradesh on account of general election to Panchayati Raj Institutions in the areas of 

those Panchayati Raj Institutions where the elections are scheduled to be held on the respective dates in case 

poll is held. 

State level inaugural function on National Road Safety 

Why in News? 

CM directs for evolving effective mechanism to sensitize drivers on road safety measures. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways had decided to observe Road Safety Month from 

18th January to 17th February, 2021.  

• The main objective for organizing this event was to sensitize all the stakeholders regarding road safety and 

promote various activities for mitigating the road accidents and injuries. 

• Special thrust must be laid on road safety advocacy programme and Good   Samaritans for ensuring better road 

safety. He said that Good Samaritan is a person who without expectation voluntarily comes forward to 

administer immediate assistance or emergency care to a person injured in an accident.  

• The Government of India had made amendment in the Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 in September, 2020 to 

provide rights to Good Samaritan. 

• Proper media campaign must be prepared to sensitize the people regarding road safety in the State. Moreover 

optimum use of print, digital and electronic media must be ensured besides broad casting Radio Talk Shows with 

subject specialists. 

First Doppler Weather Radar at Kufri 

Why in News? 

Union Minister for Earth Sciences inaugurates first Doppler Weather Radar at Kufri. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Radar installed at Kufri was on test mode for a period of two weeks and thereafter its data would be used 

for forecasting purposes.  

• The range of this Radar was upto 100 kilometres in radial distance.  
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• It would observe and provide the weather data of 100 kilometres in all directions, which would be used for 

forecasting purpose especially for short range forecast. 

• With the help of this Radar précised area specific weather forecast and warning would be issued for particular 

place, for the weather phenomenon like thunderstorm, lighting, hailstorm, heavy rainfall/snowfall, gusty winds 

etc.     

• Two more Radars would be installed at Mandi and Dalhousie in Chamba district of the State. The site had 

already been finalized at Mandi and site for Radar at Dalhousie would be finalized soon. 

Safe City Project Mandi 

Why in News? 

A presentation was made before the Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur by officers of Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) 

on ‘Safe City Project Mandi’ under Nirbhaya project. 

Key Highlights: 

• The project would not only ensure safety of women in public places but would also provide smart solution to 

better traffic management and crowd control.  

• The Union government provides funding in 90:10 ratio to the states having difficult terrains like Himachal 

Pradesh under this project. 

• The project envisages design, development, implementation, operation and CCTV based surveillance system for 

Mandi town.  

• The latest technology such as IP based camera infrastructure, unhindered viewing, monitoring record and 

storage of data would be done under this project.  

• The project intends to implement holistic and integrated surveillance system including commissioning of 

command and control centre at police line Mandi. 

First State to complete assessment of snow leopard and its wild prey 

Why in News? 

Himachal Pradesh has become the first state to complete assessment of snow leopard and its wild prey.  

• The assessment of snow leopard population in has been completed by the state wildlife wing in collaboration 

with Nature Conservation Foundation (NCF) Bangalore following the protocol aligning with the SPAI (Snow 

Leopard Population Assessment in India) protocols of the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change. 

Key Highlights: 

• As snow leopard is the state animal, the study assumes great significance for Himachal Pradesh.  

• The state has an estimated population of up to 73 snow leopards. 

• This long-term studies could prove very useful in detecting the effects of conservation at the ground level and 

Himachal Pradesh could also be an example for other states.  



 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79, SECTOR 15-D, CHANDIGARH 

64 

• Snow leopard density ranged from 0.08 to 0.37 individuals per 100 sq.km., with the trans-Himalayan 

regions of Spiti, Pin valley and upper Kinnaur recording the highest densities, both of the predator and its 

prey, mainly ibex and blue sheep.     

• This study covered the entire potential snow leopard habitat of Himachal Pradesh: an area of 

26,112 sq.km, utilising a stratified sampling design. Camera trapping surveys were conducted at 10 sites to 

representatively sample all the strata i.e. high, low and unknown.  

• The camera trap deployment over the mountainous terrains was led by a team of eight local youth of 

Kibber village and more than 70 frontline staff of HPFD were trained in this technique as part of the project.  

• Snow leopards were detected at all the 10 sites (Bhaga, Chandra, Bharmour, Kullu, Miyar, Pin, Baspa, Tabo, 

Hangrang & Spiti) suggesting that snow leopards are found in the entire snow leopard habitat in Himachal 

Pradesh either as resident individuals of a population or as dispersing individuals navigating through these 

connecting habitats. 

• Another revelation from the study is that a bulk of snow leopard occurrence is outside protected areas, 

reiterating the fact that local communities are the strongest allies for conservation in snow leopard 

landscapes. 

• The NCF and wildlife wing collaborated in the effort and it took three years to complete the assessment, 

which will also serve as a robust baseline for the Wildlife wing for long term monitoring of the snow leopard 

landscape. 

 

Padma Shri Award 

In news: 

• Kartar Singh has been announced for Padma Shri Award by the Government of India for his outstanding work in 

the field of art. 

• Kartar Singh, belongs from Hamirpur district of Himachal Pradesh . 

• Kartar Singh is very well known for his work in woodcraft and carving wood inside the glass bottles. 

India Innovation Index 

In news: 

Himachal Pradesh has received the top position among North Eastern/ Hilly states in India Innovation Index 2020, 

released by NITI Aayog, depicting capabilities and performances of the States. 

Biomedical Waste Management 

In news: 

In a comparative evaluation made by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) regarding implementation of the 

Biomedical Waste Management Rules, 2016, Himachal Pradesh has been ranked as top performing State in the country 

along with UTs like Chandigarh, Delhi, Puducherry and State like West Bengal.  

➢ All these States/UTs have total score of 21 out of 24 according to a report submitted by the CPCB before the 

Hon’ble National Green Tribunal.  



 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79, SECTOR 15-D, CHANDIGARH 

65 

➢ The CPCB identified 12 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to assess States with respect to effectiveness in 

monitoring, ensuring compliance and implementation of the Biomedical Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules, 2016 
Biomedical waste was defined as human and animal anatomical waste, treatment apparatus like needles, syringes and 
other materials used in health care facilities in the process of treatment and research. 

➢ This waste is generated during diagnosis, treatment or immunisation in hospitals, nursing homes, 
pathological laboratories, blood bank, etc. 

• Objective: The objective of the rules is to properly manage the per day bio-medical waste from healthcare 
facilities (HCFs) across the country. 

• Ambit: The ambit of the rules has been expanded to include vaccination camps, blood donation camps, surgical 
camps or any other healthcare activity. 

• Phase out: Use of chlorinated plastic bags, gloves and blood bags to be phased out within two years from March 
2016. 

• Pre-treatment: Pre-treatment of the laboratory waste, microbiological waste, blood samples and blood bags 
through disinfection or sterilisation on-site in the manner prescribed by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) or by the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO). 

• Training: All health care workers to be provided training and immunization regularly. 

• Bar-code: A Bar-Code System for bags or containers containing bio-medical waste for disposal will be 
established. 

• Categorisation: Bio-medical waste has been classified into 4 categories instead of the earlier 10 categories to 
improve the segregation of waste at source. 

• Stringent standards for pollutants: The rules prescribe more stringent standards for incinerators to reduce the 
emission of pollutants in the environment. 

• Land: The State Government provides the land for setting up common bio-medical waste treatment and disposal 
facilities. 

• No establishment of on-site treatment and disposal facility, if a service of `common bio-medical waste treatment 
facility is available at a distance of seventy-five kilometer. 

• Operators of a common bio-medical waste treatment and disposal facility have to ensure the timely collection 
of bio-medical waste from the HCFs and assist the HCFs in conduct of training. 

 
 

 

National Green Tribunal 

• NGT was established in the year 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. 
It was established for 

➢ Effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests 
and other natural resources. 

➢ Enforcement of any legal right relating to the environment. 
➢ Giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith 

or incidental thereto. 

• It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental disputes involving multi-
disciplinary issues. 

• The Tribunal is guided by principles of natural justice. 
 

 

Sports: 
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➢ Goa’s 14-year-old Leon Mendonca has become India’s 67th chess GrandMaster (GM) by winning the third and 

final norm at a tournament in Italy. 

➢ Australia’s Claire Polosak is set to become the first female match official in a men’s Test match when she takes 

up the fourth umpire’s role in the third Test between India and Australia. 

➢ In Kargil Ladakh, Khelo India Ice Hockey Tournament is being organised at Chiktan by Zonal Physical Education 

Officer Chiktan. 

➢ In Leh, the primary ever Ice climbing festival was celebrated in Nubra valley. 

➢ In Ladakh, Khelo India 1st Zanskar Winter Sports Festival began On Jan 18, 2021. 

➢ Sports Ministry has decided to name all upcoming and upgraded sporting facilities of the Sports Authority of 

India, after renowned athletes, who have contributed to sports in India 

➢ Denmark's Viktor Axelsen and Spain's Carolina Marin have won the men's and women's singles titles at the 

Badminton World Federation (BWF) Yonex Thailand in Bangkok, the first of three competitions in the Thai 

capital. 

➢ Ajinkya Rahane-led India defeated Australia by three wickets in the final fourth Test of the Border- Gavaskar 

Trophy 2020-21. 

➢ The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has won the 10th National Ice Hockey Championship organised by the Ice 

Hockey Association of India, after defeating Ladakh with five goals to one. 

➢ Syed Mustaq Ali Trophy 2020-21 will be played from 26-31 January, at Sardar Patel Stadium, Ahmedabad 

 

Defence: 

➢ Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) along with the Indian Navy conducted the successful 

maiden test trial of 'SAHAYAK-NG' India's first indigenously designed and developed Air  Dropped Container 

from IL 38SD aircraft (Indian Navy) off the coast of Goa. 

➢ Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) has signed a contract with Indian Navy for initially supplying 20 Light 

Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation Dazlers (Laser Dazzlers) in New Delhi. 

➢ Indian Army has inked a contract with M/s Goa Shipyard Limited for 12 Fast Patrol Boats for surveillance and 

patrolling of large water bodies, including those in high altitude areas. Delivery would commence from May 

2021. 

➢ Kolkata-based, Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), delivered the last ship of the MK IV Landing 

Craft Utility (LCU) class vessel ‘IN LCU L-58’ (Yard 2099) to the Indian Navy. 

➢ Union Minister of Earth Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan on January 09 inaugurated Coastal Research Vessel (CRV) 

'Sagar Anveshika' at Chennai Port Trust. 

➢ Defence Research and Development Organisation(DRDO) has developed the country's first indigenous machine 

pistol ASMI. 

➢ The Indian Air Force (IAF) and French Air and Space Force are set to participate in Exercise Desert Knight-21. 

➢ The government is set to procure 21 MiG-29 and 12 Sukhoi-30MKI fighter aircraft from Russia. 

➢ A large-scale joint military exercise 'Exercise Kavach' will be conducted in the coming week under the aegis of 

Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC), the only Joint Forces Command of India. 

➢ Border Security Force (BSF) launched Operation Sard Hawa on the western international border of Rajasthan. 

➢ A large-scale tri-service joint amphibious exercise AMPHEX – 21 was conducted in the Andaman & Nicobar group 

of islands from 21 – 25 Jan 2021. 



 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79, SECTOR 15-D, CHANDIGARH 

67 

➢ The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted a successful trial of the indigenously 

developed Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon (SAAW) off the Odisha coast from the Hawk-I jet of Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 

➢ The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted the maiden launch of the 

new generation of surface-to-air Akash missile from integrated test range off the coast of Odisha. 

➢ Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the Integrated Weapons System Design Centre at DRDO’s Dr APJ 

Abdul Kalam Missile complex in Hyderabad. 

Summits & Conferences: 

➢ Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare digitally inaugurated the 7th National Summit 

on Good, Replicable Practices through a video conference. 

➢ Prime Minister inaugurates National Metrology Conclave 2021 through video conferencing. 

➢ Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry in 

association with Quality Council of India (QCI), National Productivity Council (NPC), Bureau of Indian Standards 

(BIS) and Industry Chambers is organising Udyog Manthan - a marathon of focused sector- specific webinars for 

promoting Quality and Productivity in Indian Industry. 

➢ Union Education Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ inaugurated the two-day Virtual International Akhand 

Conference ‘EDUCON 2020’ through video conferencing. 

➢ Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar co-chaired the 13th India-Vietnam Defence Security Dialogue along with his 

Vietnamese co-chair Sr Lt Gen Nguyen Chi Vinh, Deputy Defence Minister of Vietnam. 

➢ The Government of France, in cooperation with the UN and the World Bank, the 'One Planet Summit' for 

biodiversity on January 11 aims to advance the protection of nature. 

➢ Natural Capital Accounting and Valuation of the Ecosystem Services (NCAVES) India Forum 2021 is being 

organised by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) virtually over three separate 

days, on 14, 21, and 28 January 2021. 

➢ Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan digitally chaired the 148th session of the Executive Board of the World 

Health Organization through video conference. 

➢ The India Digital Summit, the flagship event of the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) is one of the 

biggest conferences for the digital industry scheduled on January 19 and 20, 2021. 

➢ India and Singapore signed an implementing agreement on submarine rescue support and cooperation between 

their navies during the 5th Defence Minister’s Dialogue held over video conference 

➢ Dr. Harsh Vardhan,Union Minister of Health and Family welfare today inaugurated the 7th Edition of 

“MASCRADE 2021”- Movement against Smuggled & Counterfeit Trade 

➢ Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare addressed the 4th edition of the Future 

Investment Initiative Forum, through a Video Conference. 

Ranks & Indices: 

➢ Henley and Partners Passport Index of 2021 has revealed the list of the world’s most powerful passports and 

India has been ranked 85th on it. 

➢ India’s richest man Mukesh Ambani, the chairman and Managing Director of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) 

dropped down to 12th spot in the Bloomberg Billionaires Index 2021 (as on 2nd January 2021). 

➢ NITI Aayog released the second edition of the India Innovation Index-2020. 
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➢ Infectious diseases topped the global risks chart, displacing climate change, in a report by the World Economic 

Forum (WEF). 

➢ Tata Consultancy Services Ltd. (TCS) is now the world's third most-valued IT services brand, only behind industry 

heavyweights Accenture Plc and International Business Machines Corp. (IBM), according to a report. 

➢ India is among the top 10 most affected countries in the Global Climate Risk Index 2021 published by the Bonn-

based environmental think tank Germanwatch. 

➢ India's rank has slipped six places to 86th among 180 countries in corruption perception index (CPI) in 2020. 

➢ India has ranked at 86th position among 98 countries in the new Coronavirus Performance Index. 

➢ Billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s four-year-old telecom venture Reliance Jio has been ranked the fifth strongest 

brand globally behind the likes of Ferrari and Coca-Cola. 

Agreements & MoUs: 

➢ In Jammu and Kashmir, the Union Territory Administration signed a historic Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED), an apex organization 

of marketing cooperatives for agricultural produce. 

➢ India has been chosen as the IUCN-supported Asia Protected Areas Partnership (APAP) for 3 years and it could, 

on this capability, help different Asian nations in managing their protected areas. 

➢ In an effort to bring about reforms in the Information Technology (IT) sector in Jammu and Kashmir, a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between National Building Construction Corporation (NBCC) 

and JK IT Infrastructure Development Company for establishing IT towers in the cities of Jammu and Srinagar. 

➢ In Ladakh, Executive Councillor LAHDC Kargil for Agriculture Mohammad Ali Chandan signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding for organic farming and its certification with Sikkim State Organic Certification Agency. 

➢ Indian Air Force and Institute of Defence Studies and Research - IDSR- an autonomous Institution of Gujarat 

University have signed a Memorandum of Understanding. 

➢ In Jammu and Kashmir, the Samagra Shiksha in partnership with Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL), has 

distributed 1.5 lakh soaps to different schools of the Union Territory to support the government’s response to 

COVID-19. 

➢ In a historic development, an MoU was signed between the LAHDC Kargil and the Army to evacuate the Kargil 

Lower Plateau. 

➢ Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited, IREDA under administrative control of Ministry of New 

and Renewable Energy today signed a Memorandum of Understanding with NHPC Limited, the PSU under 

Ministry of Power for providing its technical expertise in developing renewable energy projects. 

➢ India and Japan signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to enhance cooperation in the field of 

➢ Information and Communications Technology (ICT), including 5G standardisation. 

➢ The Indian Army has signed an approximately $20 million contract for undisclosed quantities of a high- altitude 

variant of ideaForge's SWITCH UAV which will be delivered over a period of 1 year. 

➢ YES Bank in collaboration with Aditya Birla Wellness Private Limited has launched ‘YES BANK Wellness’ and ‘YES 

BANK Wellness Plus’ credit cards with the aim of holistic health, self-care and wellness growth of the consumers. 

➢ FSS (Financial Software and Systems), a leading global payment processor and provider of integrated payment 

products, announced partnering with India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) to promote financial inclusion among 

underserved and unbanked segments. 

➢ Walmart-owned Flipkart has partnered with Niti Aayog to launch the revamped Women Entrepreneurship 

Platform. 
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➢ India and Japan have signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) on a basic partnership framework for 

operation of the ‘specified skilled worker’ (SSW) system under which the Japanese government accepts foreign 

nationals who have a certain level of expertise and skill. 

➢ The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Indian Farm Forestry Development Co-operative Ltd (IFFDC) to promote livelihood 

generation of tribal people. 

➢ To improve telecom connectivity in hilly areas, Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), the PSU 

under Ministry of Power, has recently signed an agreement with Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board 

Limited. (HPSEBL) in Shimla (H.P.) 

➢ Ministry of Road Transport and Highways and Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Roorkee signed an MoU in New 

Delhi for continuation of Ministry of Road Transport and Highways Professorial Chair focusing on research and 

development, teaching and training in the area of Development of Highway Infrastructure. 

➢ The Union Cabinet was apprised of signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and 

Uzbekistan for cooperation in the field of Solar Energy. 

➢ Road Transport and Highways Ministry and Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen collaboration in the field of technical exchange and co-operation 

on sustainable geo-hazard management. 

➢ The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approves acquisition of a minority stake in Aditya Birla Fashion and 

Retail Limited (ABFRL) by Flipkart Investments Private Limited (FIPL). 

➢ India and the International Energy Agency (IEA) signed a framework for a strategic partnership to strengthen 

mutual trust and cooperation and to enhance global energy security, stability and sustainability. 

➢ The Textiles Committee of the Ministry of Textiles has signed a Memorandum of Understanding- MoU with 

Nissenken Quality Evaluation Centre, Japan to boost export of Textile and Apparel to Japanese market. 

Books & Authors: 

➢ On Jan 07, 2021, a book titled ‘India’s 71-Year Test: The Journey to Triumph in Australia’ and one which reflects 

on India’s previous 12 tours Down Under, was launched. 

➢ A general manager at RBI, R Giridharan has authored his debut book ”Right Under our Nose. 

➢ A coffee table book filled with over hundreds of photographs of Prime Minister Narendra Modi from his "107 

overseas and bilateral visits" was released here on the eve of the 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. 

➢ Manipur  Governor  Najma  Heptulla  virtually  released   Lt  Gen  Singh's book Making of a General-A Himalayan 

Echo (Konark Publishers) at Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan, Imphal 

➢ Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant released a book ‘Manohar Parrikar- Off the Record’ at a function organized 

at Institute Menezes Braganza hall in the city. 

Appointments: 

 

Name of the Person Appointed as Key Points 

P Ravi Kumar Karnataka’s 38th chief secretary. He replace TM Vijay Bhaskar 
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Suneet Sharma Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO), Railway Board (Ministry of 

Railways) 

 

Soma Mondal Chairman of Steel Authority of India 

Limited (SAIL) 

She replaces Anil Kumar Chaudhary 

Umesh Sinha deputy election commissioner in the 

Election Commission of India 

 

S Muralidhar 32nd Chief Justice of Orissa High Court Justice S Muralidhar succeeds Justice 

Mohammad Rafiq 

Vineet Kothari Judge in Gujarat High Court  

Pankaj Mithal new chief justice of the common high 

court for the Union Territory of Jammu 

& Kashmir and Union Territory of 

Ladakh. 

 

Sanjay Kapoor president of the All India Chess 

Federation (AICF) 

 

Hemant Nagrale additional charge of the director general 

of police (DGP) of Maharashtra 

Replaces Subodh Kumar Jaiswal 

PK Purwar Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) of 

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd 

(MTNL) 

Purwar is currently CMD of Bharat 

Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL). 

Raj Iyer Chief Information Officer of the US 

Army 

 

Jitendra Kumar Maheshwari Chief Justice of Sikkim High Court  

Sudhanshu Dhulia Chief Justice of the Guwahati High 

Court. 

 

Subodh Kumar Jaiswal Director General (DG) of the Central 

Industrial Security Force (CISF). 

He is the 28th Director General of CISF. 

Faustin-Archange Touadera Central African Republic President  

Pradipt Kapoor Chief Information Officer (CIO) of Bharti 

Airtel 
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Jay Shah official representative of Board of 

Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) for the 

International Cricket Council (ICC) Board 

meetings 

 

Sadyr Japarov Kyrgyzstan's president  

Pat Gelsinger CEO of Intel He will succeed Bob Swan. 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw one of US-India Business Council's vice-

chair 

 

Yoweri Museveni Ugandan President  

Vishwavir Ahuja CEO of RBL Bank  

Joe Biden 46th President of the United States of 

America 

 

Siddhartha Mohanty managing director (MD) and chief 

executive officer (CEO) of LIC 

 

Sanjeev Kumar Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) of 

Telecommunications Consultants India 

Limited (TCIL) 

 

Rajiv Lochan MD of Sundaram Finance Succeeds TT Srinivasaraghavan 

Rebelo de Sousa Portugal President  

Lieutenant General Gen Ravin 

Khosla 

command of Indian Army’s Frontier 

Gajraj Corps 

Succeed Lieutenant General Shantanu 

Dayal 

Shri U. P. Singh Secretary of Ministry of Textiles  

Swaminathan Janakiraman Managing Director of State Bank of India  

Chandi Prasad Mohanty Vice-chief of Army Staff  

 

Awards: 

 

Name of the Person Awarded as 

V.K. Yadav Eminent Engineer Award for the Year 2020 

Hemant Kumar Pandey DRDO's 'Scientist of the Year Award' 
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Bajaj Auto World's Most Valuable Two-Wheeler Company 

Jeff Bezos Tops list of richest charitable gifts in 2020 

Biswajit Chatterjee Indian Personality of the Year award at IFFI 

Bilkis dadi and Harsh Mander Quaide Milleth Award 

Karuna Sagar Bharat Gaurav Award for the year 2020 under the public 

service category. 

Nikhil Srivastava winner of the prestigious 2021 Michael and Sheila Held Prize 

Rajendra Kumar Bhandari Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar for 2021 

Shyam Srinivasan Business Standard Banker of the Year for 2019-20. 

Galwan valley hero Colonel B Santosh Babu posthumously awarded with Maha Vir Chakra 

 

 

 

Padma Vibhushan (7) 
 

Name Field State/Country 

Shri Shinzo Abe Public Affairs Japan 

Shri S P Balasubramaniam (Posthumous) Art Tamil Nadu 

Dr. Belle Monappa Hegde Medicine Karnataka 

Shri Narinder Singh Kapany (Posthumous) Science and Engineering United States of America 

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan Others- Spiritualism Delhi 

Shri B. B. Lal Others- Archaeology Delhi 

Shri Sudarshan Sahoo Art Odisha 
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Padma Bhushan (10) 
 

Ms. Krishnan Nair Shantakumari Chithra Art Kerala 

Shri Tarun Gogoi (Posthumous) Public Affairs Assam 

Shri Chandrashekhar Kambara Literature and Education Karnataka 

Ms. Sumitra Mahajan Public Affairs Madhya Pradesh 

Shri Nripendra Misra Civil Service Uttar Pradesh 

Shri Ram Vilas Paswan (Posthumous) Public Affairs Bihar 

Shri Keshubhai Patel (Posthumous) Public Affairs Gujarat 

Shri Kalbe Sadiq (Posthumous) Others-Spiritualism Uttar Pradesh 

Shri Rajnikant Devidas Shroff Trade and Industry Maharashtra 

Shri Tarlochan Singh Public Affairs Haryana 

Important Days & Themes: 

 

Date Celebrated As Aim / Theme 

January 1 Global Family Day Theme: One Day of Peace 

January 4 World Braille Day The day aims to raise awareness about Braille 

language and other forms of communication 

January 5 National Bird Day To promote avian awareness 

January 6 Journalist Day of Maharashtra  

January 6 World Day of Orphans  
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January 9 NRI or Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2020 The theme of 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

Convention 2021 is “Contributing to Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat”. 

January 10 World Hindi Day  

January 12 National Youth Day Theme for National Youth Day 2021 is 

‘Channelizing Youth Power for Nation Building 

January 11 to 17 National Road Safety Week Aim: For making the roads and streets in India 

safer. 

January 14 Indian Armed Forces Veterans Day This day is celebrated on 14th of January every 

year to honour services rendered by veterans of 

the Army. 

January 15 Army Day  

January 18 16th Raising Day of National Disaster 

Response Force (NDRF) 

 

January 24 National Girl Child Day  

January 24 Statehood day of Uttar Pradesh  

January 24 International Day of Education The theme for International Education Day is 

Recover and Revitalize Education for the COVID-

19 Generation. 

January 25 National Voters Day The theme for this year's NVD, 'Making Our 

Voters Empowered, Vigilant, Safe and informed'. 

January 25 National Tourism Day Theme of this year is 'Dekho Apna Desh'. 

January 26 International Customs Day (ICD) Theme of 2021 is “Customs bolstering Recovery, 

Renewal and Resilience”. 

January 26 72nd Republic Day of India  

January 27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day The theme of the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day 2021 is “Facing the Aftermath: 

Recovery and Reconstitution after the Holocaust” 
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January 28 International Data Privacy Day The theme for DPD 2021 is “Own Your Privacy.” 

Obituary: 

 

Name Field Location 

Joseph Venniyor All India Radio Veterean Kerala 

John Fulton Reid Cricketer New Zealand 

Narendra 'Bull' Kumar Ace mountaineer Pakistan 

Buta Singh Politician Rajasthan 

Shantanu Mohapatra Odia music director Odisha 

Vilas Patil Undalkar Maharashtra cabinet minister Maharashtra 

Michael Kondo Hockey Player  

Anil Panachooran Malayalam poet and lyricist Kerala 

Modibo Keita Mali's former prime minister Mali 

Alan Burgess Cricketer United Kingdom 

KK Ramachandran Politican Kerala 

Satya Paul fashion designer United Kingdom 

A. Madhavan Tamil Writer Tamil Nadu 

Chitra Ghosh Veteran Professor & Niece of Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose 

 

Madhavsinh Solanki Politican Gujarat 

Turlapati Kutumba Rao journalist, writer Vijayawada 

Neil Sheehan American Journalist United States 

D Prakash Rao Social activist Cuttack, Odisha 

Kamal Morarka Politician Rajasthan 

Ustad Ghulam Mustafa Khan Indian classical musician Uttar Pradesh 
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Phil Spector Music Producer United States 

Dr V Shanta Oncologist Tamil Nadu 

Mata Prasad Arunachal Pradesh Governor Uttar Pradesh 

Unnikrishnan Namboothiri Actor Kerala 

Gajendra Singh Shaktawat Politician Rajasthan 

Narendra Chanchal bhajan singer Punjab 

Larry King Legendary Talk show United States 

Narendra Luther Historian Hyderabad 

Prasanta Dora Mohun Bagan Goalkeeper West Bengal 

Cloris Leachman Actor United States 

 

States Miscellaneous 

➢ The Assam Legislative Assembly passed the repeal provincialisation of Madrassa Bill, 2020 to abolish all 

government-run Madrassas in the state and convert them to general schools. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh Government is Organizing an exhibition called Raag-Bhopali is being organized to promote Zari-

Zardozi crafts of Bhopal. 

➢ India and Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a USD 231 million loan to augment electricity generation 

capacity in the State of Assam through construction of a 120 MegaWatts hydroelectric power plant that will 

enhance availability of electricity for households. 

➢ Jharkhand is set to replace the Prime Minister’s insurance scheme for farmers with its own crop relief scheme - 

Kisan Fasal Rahat Yojana. 

➢ Admiral Karambir Singh, the Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS) visited INS Dwarka, Indian Navy’s forward operating 

base at Okha, Gujarat, on new year’s eve. 

➢ All shops and commercial establishments employing ten or more people in Karnataka are now allowed to 

operate on a 24x7 basis, the state government. 

➢ Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated a migrant worker cell of Surat Municipal Corporation 

(SMC) at Udhna based iLab in Surat. 

➢ In Madhya Pradesh, 'Launch Pad Scheme' is being started for boys and girls coming out of child care institutions 

and having completed 18 years of age. 

➢ On January 6, 2021, Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath's government will launch an initiative named ‘Kisan 

Kalyan Mission’ 

➢ Home Minister Amit Shah has hailed the CCEA approval to the Central Sector Scheme for Industrial 

Development of Jammu and Kashmir. 

➢ In Jammu and Kashmir, LG, Manoj Sinha launched Mobile Application ‘Satark Nagrik’ and Departmental Vigilance 

Officers Portal of J&K Anti Corruption Bureau at Civil Secretariat, Jammu. 
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➢ Telangana has become the 3rd State in the country to successfully undertake Urban Local Bodies, ULB reform 

stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. 

➢ In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha announced the Government of 

India's approval for a mega Industrial Development Package worth Rs.28,400 crore. 

➢ Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has decided to create a new Bagasara Prant in Amreli district. 

➢ The World's largest Floating solar energy project is to be constructed at Omkareshwar dam on Narmada river 

and will be operational by 2023 and an estimated cost of INR30 billion ($409.8m). 

➢ The aerial ground survey for Delhi - Varanasi High Speed Rail Corridor began from Greater Noida. 

➢ In a bid to help the women, residing in congested slums, during their menstruation days, a ‘period room’ has 

been set up for women at a public toilet in Maharashtra's Thane city. 

➢ In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the government has reduced the age limit of the aspirants of 

Jammu and Kashmir Administrative Services Exam from 37 years to 32 years. 

➢ West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee virtually inaugurated the 26th Kolkata International Film Festival 

(KIFF). 

➢ Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik inaugurated the ‘Fire Park’, a first of its kind initiative in the country, to  bring 

awareness on fire safety measures. 

➢ In Manipur, the Cherry Blossom Mao Festival was held at Senapati district marking the beginning of pink season 

in the district. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh signed a memorandum of understanding with Kerala for replicating the latter’s pioneering 

Responsible Tourism (RT) initiative. 

➢ The country’s first Labour Movement Museum, showcasing the history of world labour movement, would be 

launched in Kerala’s houseboat tourism hub, Alappuzha. 

➢ Kerala has become the 8th State in the country to successfully undertake Ease of Doing Business reform 

stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. 

➢ In Gujarat, Chief Minister Vijay Rupani announced the ‘Horticulture Development Mission’ (Bagayat Vikas 

Mission). 

➢ The Maharashtra government renamed Nagpur’s Gorewada International Zoo as Balasaheb Thackeray 

Zoological Park. 

➢ Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has proposed to rename dragon fruit as ‘Kamalam. 

➢ Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched Himachal Pradesh''s first online youth radio station ''Radio Hills-

Youngistan Ka Dil. 

➢ In Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy flagged off Mobile Dispensing Units/ Door to door 

Delivery Vehicles in Vijayawada 

➢ Ministry of Minority Affairs will organise the 24th Hunar Haat at Avadh Shilpgram, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh from 

22nd January to 4th February with the theme of Vocal for Local. 

➢ In Karnataka, Chief Minister B. S. Yediyurappa launched Avolokana software that will enable the government to 

access data on sanctions and expenditures incurred by 39 departments on 1,800 programmes implemented by 

them. 

➢ Archery has always been a part of every Ladakhi society. 

➢ Himachal Pradesh is celebrating its golden jubilee statehood day (Jan 25th) with full zeal across the state. 

➢ A new scheme has been initiated in Sirohi district, Rajasthan to make people aware about the importance of 

➢ nourishment of pregnant women and children. 

➢ In Kargil of Ladakh Union territory, the Union Tourism Minister Mr Prahlad Singh Patel has inaugurated a branch 

of Indian Institute of Skiing and Mountaineering (IISM). 
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➢ Madhya Pradesh has become the first state to get additional funds for capital projects for successfully carrying 

out reforms in various citizen-centric areas. 

➢ In Madhya Pradesh, WIPRO group is all set to act as knowledge partner of the State Government 

➢ In Gujarat, the State Government has announced to set up new industrial estates under the Gujarat 

➢ Industrial Development Corporation-GIDC. 

➢ In Tamil Nadu, Union Minister for fisheries Giriraj Singh disbursed subsidy amounts to three boat building yards 

for construction of deep sea fishing boats scheme worth 

➢ For the 71st foundation day of Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched 'Udyam Sarathi' app to 

help youth to explore self-employment opportunities. 

➢ To mark the National Girl Child Day, Haridwar teenager Srishti Goswami will take charge as the chief minister of 

Uttarakhand for one day. 

➢ The 15th edition of the famous ‘Toshali National Crafts Mela’ began in Odisha’s Bhubaneswar on January 21. 

➢ D K Joshi, the Lieutenant Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands flagged-off a fleet of electric buses. 

➢ In Maharashtra, Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray inaugurated Balasaheb Thackeray Gorewada International 

Zoological Park in Nagpur. 

➢ The Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, Meghalaya was selected for a Special Award for Information Technology 

applications in Elections by the Election Commission of India (ECI), in the National Best Electoral Practices 

Awards-2020. 

➢ Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray launched a ‘jail tourism’ initiative of the state government from 

Pune’s Yerawada prison, in a move to help students learn about historical experiences. 

➢ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi Palanisamy inaugurated Jayalalithaa Memorial at Chennai. 

➢ Union Minister of Coal and Mines Pralhad Joshi has assured that the proposed brownfield expansion of National 

Aluminium Company Limited (NALCO)'s smelter plant at Angul is very much on track and will be executed on 

priority. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government will establish the first leather park of the country in Kanpur district. 

➢ The Karnataka government launched a first-of-its-kind initiative in the country to automatically select 

beneficiaries for old-age pensions that will be paid through the direct benefit transfer (DBT) mode. 
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