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Polity and Governance 

1. National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm 

Why in News? 

The Union Cabinet, has given its approval to launch a new Mission on Oil palm to be known as the 

National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP). 

About National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) 

• It is a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme with a special focus on the North east region and the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

• A financial outlay of Rs.11,040 crore has been made for the scheme, out of which Rs.8,844 

crore is the Government of India share and Rs.2,196 crore is State share and this includes the 

viability gap funding also. 

• India consumes about 25 million tonnes of edible oils but domestic production is only about 

10.5 million. Thus, India imports about 58% of its consumption. 

• The mission aims to increase the area and production of oil palm from about 3.54 lakh 

hectares in 2019-20 to 10 lakh hectares by 2025-26. The production of crude palm oil is 

expected to go up from 0.25 million tonnes (2019-20) to 1.120 million tonnes by 2025-26. 

• This is the first time the Centre will give oil palm farmers a price assurance, with industry 

mandated to pay the viability gap funding of 14.3% of crude palm oil prices.  

• The proposed scheme will subsume the current National Food Security Mission-Oil Palm 

programme. 

The scheme’s Major Focus is on two areas: 

• The oil palm farmers produce Fresh Fruit Bunches (FFBs) from which oil is extracted by the 

industry.  

• Presently the prices of these FFBs are linked to the international Crude Palm Oil (CPO) prices 

fluctuations.  For the first time, the Government of India will give price assurance to the oil 

palm farmers for the FFBs. This will be known as the Viability Price (VP).    

➢ It will protect the farmers from the fluctuations of the international CPO  prices and protect 

them from volatility.   

• A Formula price (FP) will also be fixed which will be 14.3% of CPO and will be fixed on a monthly 

basis. The viability gap funding will be the VP-FP and if the need arises, it would be paid directly 

to the farmer’s accounts in the form of DBT. 

• The mission includes a sunset clause for the scheme which is 1st November 2037.   

 

• The second major focus of the scheme is to substantially increase the assistance of 

inputs/interventions.   
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➢ A substantial increase has been made for planting material for oil palm and this has 

increased from Rs 12,000 per ha to  Rs.29000 per ha. 

➢ A further substantial increase has been made for maintenance and intercropping 

interventions. 

➢ Special assistance @ Rs 250 per plant is being given to replant old gardens for rejuvenation 

of old gardens. 

• Special assistance will be provided for the North-East and the Andaman regions in which 

special provisions are being made for half moon terrace cultivation, bio fencing and land 

clearance along with integrated farming.    

Environmental Concerns  

• Environmentalists are making commentary on its harmful consequences on the environment, 

however the newly announced incentives are not likely to result in large-scale deforestation for 

the cultivation of oil palm as the scheme is primarily aimed at the cultivation of oil palm in 

farmers’ fields. 

•  There is a genuine apprehension, among the Environmentalists  that going forward, corporate 

may lobby for changes in land ceiling laws that would enable them to go for industrial-scale 

plantations rather than sourcing their raw material from (mostly small) farmers. Moreover It is 

possible that in the future the corporate will eye ecologically sensitive non-forest areas in 

Andaman & Nicobar and north-eastern states. 

Benefits: 

• The scheme will immensely benefit the oil palm farmers, increase capital investment, create 

employment generation, shall reduce the import dependence and also increase the income of 

the farmers. 

• Apart from above benefits it will reduce the risk for farmers facing price fluctuation of the fresh 

fruit bunches from which oil is extracted, due to volatility in the international market. 

• The decisions would benefit farmers and make it viable for the industry to continue 

contributing towards making the country self-sufficient in edible oil requirements and 

consequently save foreign exchange. 

Palm Oil 

• Palm oil is currently the world’s most consumed vegetable oil. 

• It’s an edible vegetable oil that comes from the fruit of oil palm trees, having the scientific 
name  Elaeis guineensis.  

• Palm oil is an incredibly efficient crop, producing more oil per land area than any other 
equivalent vegetable oil crop fulfilling 35% of the world’s vegetable oil demand on just 10% of 
the land.  

• It is used extensively in the production of detergents, plastics, cosmetics, and biofuels. 

• Top consumers of the commodity are India, China, and the European Union (EU). 
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2. Border Road Organization (BRO) 

Why in News? 

Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has started its celebrations of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ to 

commemorate 75 years of Independence of India. 

About Border Roads Organisation: 

• The Border Roads Organization (BRO) is a road construction executive force in India that 

provides support to and is a part of the Indian Armed Forces. 

• It works under Ministry of Defence since 2015. 

• It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army’s Corps of Engineers, Electrical 

and Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra 

regimental employment. 

• Currently, the organization maintains operations in twenty-one states, one UT (Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands), and neighboring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri 

Lanka. 

Role of BRO: 

BRO performs dual role of helping the Armed forces as well as socio economic development in Border 

areas. 

Peacetime Role 

• During Peacetime, BRO builds and maintains the operational Road infrastructure of General staff 

in the Border Area. 

• While building the border infrastructure, the socio-economic development of the border states 

is a very important job that the BRO performs. 

• It has a very important role in disaster response during landslides, earthquakes in the border 

areas where BRO deploys its force in relief and rebuilding tasks. 

Wartime Role 

• During wars, BRO works to develop and maintain roads in such a way that troop deployment is 

made easy in original sectors and Re-deployed sectors. 

• It executes additional tasks given by the government contributing the war efforts. 

• It has to work round-the-clock to maintain the lines of transport and engage in development of 

new lines or repair of existing roads that are damaged during war. 
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Projects of BRO are: 

 
BRO 

PROJECT 

HQ 

LOCATION 
NOTES 

                                                        Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh 

1 Beacon Srinagar 

Beacon is the oldest BRO project (along with Vartak). Initially known as Chief Engineer 

Roads (Ladakh) when it was initiated in 1960; it was renamed as Chief Engineer Project 

Beacon. Roads under Beacon include NH1A, NH1B, NH1D, Zoji La tunnel. 

2 Himank Leh 

Beacon was divided into projects Sampark and Himank. 

3 Sampark Jammu 

4 Vijayak Leh Raised in September 2010. 

                                                                Sikkim, Northeast 

5 Vartak Tezpur 
One of two projects raised in May 1960 and focused on Arunachal Pradesh. Formerlly 

designated Project Tusker. Undertakes China Study Group roads. 

6 Udayak Dumduma 
One of the two older projects raised in May 1960. Assigned road infrastructure projects in 

the north-east region of the country. 

7 Arunanak Gurubanda Vartak was divided into Arunanak. Raised at Naharlagun. 

8  Sewak Dimapur 
Road development in the north-east amidst insurgency; roads include the Zunheboto-

Aghunato-Kiphire road. 

9 Pushpak Aizawal Roads in north-east India including Mizoram, Assam and Manipur; NH-39, NH-53. 

10 Setuk Shillong 

Raised in 1990 for bridge construction. Re-structured in 1994 to assist in other road 

development projects in the north-east. Project has also been assigned fencing along the 

India Bangladesh border. 

11 Swastik Gangtok Revived in 2008. Roads in Sikkim. 

                                                                  Other states 
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12 Hirak Nagpur 
Hirak (transl. Black Diamond) are responsible for the NH-16 and roads and bridges in the 

naxal areas. It has also undertaken work in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

13 Shivalik Rishikesh Road infrastructure to the international border. 

14 Deepak Shimla 
Project Deepak continues to improve roads in Uttarakhand. It keeps open the roads to 

Char Dhams and Gurudwara Shri Hemkund Sahib. 

15 Brahmank Pasaighat  

16 Chetak Bikaner 

Raised in 1962 and named after MaharanaPratap's horse Chetak. Roads and development 

undertaken include the Joshimath-Malari-Rinkin road, Rishikesh-Badrinath road, 

Tanankpur-Tawaghat road, NH4B, 17B, and naval airfield resurfacing in Maharashtra. 

                                                                         National-International 

17 Dantak Simtokha 
Initiated in Bhutan, Dantaknow covers adjacent India states. Roads developed include 

Sherbathang-Nathu La road, Gangtok-Sherbathang road and Sevoke-Gangtok road. 

 

Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill 2021 

Why in News? 

Rajya Sabha on August 5, 2021, passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 

2021.  

➢ The bill seeks to amend the constitutional list of the Scheduled Tribes as recommended by the 

state of Arunachal Pradesh. 

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill 

Inclusion and Exclusion of tribes- 

• On the basis of the recommendation of Arunachal Pradesh, the amendment bill provides for 

modifying Part-XV111 of the Schedule of the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950, 

relating to the State of Arunachal Pradesh. 

• The bill provides for the deletion of Abor Tribe from the list of identified STs in Arunachal 

Pradesh. The Abor (tribe) in serial No.1 will be deleted, as it is the same as ‘Adi’ in serial No. 16. 

• The bill also proposes to replace ‘Tai Khamti’ instead of ‘Khampti’ at serial No. 6 of the list. 
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• The amendment bill provides for the inclusion of ‘Mishmi-Kaman (Miju Mishmi)’, ‘Idu 

(Mishmi)’ and ‘Taraon (Digaru Mishmi)’ in serial 8 in lieu of ‘Mishmi, Idu, Taroan’ in the list. 

• The bill will facilitate the inclusion of ‘Tangsa’, ‘Nocte’, ‘Tutsa’, ‘Wancho’ in lieu of ‘Any Naga 

Tribes’ in serial No. 10 of the list. 

Scheduled Tribe 

• Article 366 of the Constitution: Such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups within 
such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes for the 
purposes of this Constitution. 

• Article 342: The President may with respect to any State or Union territory, and where it is a 
State, after consultation with the Governor thereof, by public notification, specify the tribes or 
tribal communities or parts of or groups within tribes or tribal communities which shall for the 
purposes of this Constitution be deemed to be Scheduled Tribes in relation to that State or 
Union territory, as the case may be. 

• Criteria: The Constitution is silent about the criteria for the specification of a community as a 
Scheduled Tribe. Primitiveness, geographical isolation, shyness and social, educational & 
economic backwardness are the traits that distinguish Scheduled Tribe communities from other 
communities. 

• There are certain Scheduled Tribes, 75 in number known as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups (PVTGs), who are characterised by:- 
➢ Pre-agriculture level of technology 
➢ Stagnant or declining population 
➢ Extremely low literacy 
➢ Subsistence level of the economy. 

 

 

Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2021 

Why in News? 

Lok Sabha recently passed the Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2021 to dissolve at least eight courts. 

Highlights of the Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2021 

The Bill seeks to dissolve certain existing appellate bodies and transfer their functions (such as 

adjudication of appeals) to other existing judicial bodies: 

Transfer of functions of key appellate bodies as proposed under the Bill: 

Acts  Appellate Body  Proposed Entity 

The Cinematograph Act, 1952  Appellate Tribunal  High Court 
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The Trade Marks Act, 1999  Appellate Board  High Court 

The Copyright Act, 1957  Appellate Board  
Commercial Court or the Commercial 

Division of a High Court* 

The Customs Act, 1962  
Authority for 

Advance Rulings 

 

 
High Court 

     

The Patents Act, 1970  Appellate Board  High Court 

     

The Airports Authority of India 

Act, 1994 

 

 

Airport Appellate 

Tribunal 

 

 

Central government, for disputes 

arising from the disposal of properties 

left on airport premises by 

unauthorised occupants. 

High Court, for appeals against orders 

of an eviction officer. 

     

The Control of National 

Highways (Land and Traffic) 

Act, 2002 

 
Airport Appellate 

Tribunal 

 

 
Civil Court 

The Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration and 

Protection) Act, 1999 

 

 

 

Appellate Board  High Court 
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SAMVAD Initiative 

Why in News? 

• The SAMVAD program's second phase was just inaugurated by the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development. The second phase began once the first year of the programme was 

completed. 

About SAMBAAD: 

• SAMVAD Stands for: Children in Vulnerable Situations and Distress: Support, Advocacy, and 

Mental Health Interventions (SAMVAD). 

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development is funding this initiative. 

• The National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences is in charge of the implementation 

body (NIMHANS). 

• It is a National Initiative and Integrated Resource that works in child protection, mental health 

and psychosocial care. 

• Its vision is to enhance child and adolescent psychosocial well-being, particularly of children in 

difficult circumstances, through promotion of integrated approaches to mental health and 

protection. 

• It has been instrumental in providing coping mechanism for children in distress by training 

close to 1 lakh stakeholders comprising of Child Protection Functionaries, tele-counsellors, 

educators etc. 

Objectives of SAMVAD Programme 

• To develop standardized child-centric modules and resources for the capacity building of 

primary, secondary and tertiary level psychological and mental healthcare service providers. 

• To strengthen knowledge and skills in child and adolescent protection and psychological 

care in various cadres of child care service providers in the country. 

• To enhance child and adolescent protection and psychological care implemented by 

government and NGOs by providing technical support. 

• To undertake studies, audits, research and advocacy on issue pertaining to child and 

adolescent protection and related issues of mental health and psychological care. 

• To utilize the experiences of capacity building, technical programmatic report and research in 

informing child and adolescent laws and policies in the country. 

Key Features of SAMVAD 2.0 Programme 

• It will engage for the first time in independent India with functionaries in Panchayats thereby 

ushering in a silent revolution in addressing psychosocial challenges amongst vulnerable 

children. 

• It is slated to begin work with Panchayati Raj systems to: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/samvad-initiative
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➢ Integrate child protection and mental health in aspirational districts across the country; 

and 

➢ Facilitate awareness generation and improve service delivery at the grassroot level 

• Its new initiatives with regards to mental health and psychosocial care of children in difficult 

circumstances have encompassed: 

➢ Specialized training curriculum on childhood trauma; 

➢ Interventions for children in conflict with the law; 

➢ Forensics in child and adolescent psychiatry and mental health; and 

➢ Education and mental health support to children with special needs, protection and care 

National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences 

• The NIMHANS is the world's leading centre for mental health and neuroscience research and 
teaching. It is run independently by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

• NIMHANS has produced a set of guidelines on the management of mental health concerns 
among prisoners and prison employees, at the request of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Mental Health 

• Mental health, according to the World Health Organization, is "a condition of well-being in 
which an individual recognises his or her own potential, can cope with typical stressors of life, 
can work successfully and fruitfully, and can contribute to his or her community." 

• Mental health is crucial at every stage of life, from childhood to adolescent to adulthood, just 
as physical health is. 

 
 

 

TAPAS Initiative 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment has launched an online portal TAPAS 

(Training for Augmenting Productivity and Services). 

About TAPAS: 

• TAPAS (Training for Augmenting Productivity and Services) is a joint initiative of the National 

Institute of Social Defence (NISD), and the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

• It facilitates access to lectures by subject experts, study material and more in a manner 

that supplements the physical classroom without compromising on the quality of teaching.  

• It also includes discussion forums to support and encourage interactions among students and 

course coordinators. 

Objective of TAPAS 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tapas-initiative
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• The main objective of introducing the course modules is to impart training and enhance the 

knowledge and skills for the capacity building of the participants.  

Courses offered by TAPAS 

• The five basic courses are on Drug (Substance) Abuse Prevention, Geriatric/Elderly Care, Care 

and Management of Dementia, Transgender Issues and on the comprehensive course on 

Social Defence Issues. 

Who can take up the course? 

• TAPAS is a standard MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) platform with course material such 

as filmed lectures and e-study material. It can be taken up by anyone who wishes to enhance his 

or her knowledge on the topics free of cost. 

Narayankoti temple 

Why in News? 

Narayankoti temple of Uttarakhand has been included under the Adopt a Heritage project of the 

central government. A MoU was signed in this regard. 

Key highlights: 

• A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Ministry of Tourism, the 

Uttarakhand Tourism Development Board, Director General, Culture, Uttarakhand and the 

Social Legal Research & Education Foundation (SLREF). 

• SLREF has come on board as Monument Mitra for the site. 

• As per the MoU, the SLREF will develop various amenities for tourists/visitors around the 

heritage site. 

About Narayankoti temple  

• Narayana Koti is a group of temples dedicated to Lakshmi Narayana which is associated with 

Pandavas.  

• The mention of this temple group is also found in Kedarkhand 

• It is located in Rudraprayag district of Uttarakhand. 

• It is a major attraction for devotees visiting Rudraprayag as it’s the only place in the country 

where temples of all the nine planets – Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Sun, Moon, 

Rahu and Ketu are present. 

• The complex also includes the temples of Veerabhadra and Satyanarayan. 

• A stone tank in the complex is called Virabhadra kund or Brahmakund. 

• It is believed that these temples were constructed in the 9th century. 

Adoption (First Amendment) Regulations, 2021 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/adoption-first-amendment-regulations-2021
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Why in News? 

As per new clause introduced by Union government in the adoption regulations, Indian diplomatic 

missions abroad will now be in charge of safeguarding adopted children whose parents move out of 

the country with the child within 02 years of adoption. 

➢ Earlier, there was no such provision of such intimation under the regulations. 

➢ This info has to be given through a written communication by parents, who have to also give full 

contact details. 

➢ The notification said it shall be the duty of the Indian Mission of the country to which the child 

has moved to perform all the assigned duties under the Adoption Regulations, 2017, in 

respect to the adopted child. 

Adoption (First Amendment) Regulations, 2021: 

• This amends 2017 Adoption regulations. 

• This amendment is in line with the related sections of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 

of Children) Act, 2015 (2 of 2016) and it amends Adoption Regulations, 2017. 

➢ Recently Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021, was 

cleared by the parliament, which seeks to streamline the provisions for protection and 

adoption of children 

➢ This amendment provides that instead of the court, the District Magistrate (including 

Additional District Magistrate) will issue such adoption orders. 

• It has been made by the Central Adoption Resource Authority and has been notified by the 

Woman and Child Development Ministry. 

➢ CARA is a statutory body of the Ministry of Women & Child Development. It functions as the 

nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-

country and inter-country adoptions. 

Need for these new rules: 

• Indian children adopted by parents in India and who end up moving abroad later, goes out of 

the purview of Indian authorities and also does not fall under purview of Indian Missions 

abroad. 

• Such children are vulnerable as they can be abandoned, exploited, maltreated or abuse of these 

children can happen. 

Current Responsibility of Indian Missions: 

• So far, role of Indian missions in inter-country adoption of Indian children was limited to kids 

adopted by Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), Overseas Citizens of India or foreign parents. 

• Diplomatic missions at present send progress reports of an adopted child on quarterly basis in 

the 01st year and on six-monthly basis in the 02nd year, from the date of arrival of the child in 

the arriving country. 



 
13 

• The Missions are also expected to contact the central authority or other authorities in the 

receiving countries to ensure safeguards of children of Indian origin adopted by Non-Resident 

Indian or Overseas Citizens of India or foreign parents. 

• In case of any trouble with the adoption, the diplomatic missions shall send a report in this 

regard at the earliest, and provide essential help and facilitate the repatriation of the child in 

case required. 

Eligibility criteria for prospective adoptive parents under 2017 rules: 

• The prospective adoptive parents shall be physically, mentally and emotionally stable, 

financially capable and shall not have any life-threatening medical condition. 

• Any prospective adoptive parents, irrespective of his marital status and whether or not he has 

biological son or daughter, can adopt a child subject to following, namely, 

➢ The consent of both the spouses for the adoption shall be required, in case of a married 

couple; 

➢ A single female can adopt a child of any gender; 

➢ A single male shall not be eligible to adopt a girl child; 

• No child shall be given in adoption to a couple unless they have at least two years of stable 

marital relationship. 

• The minimum age difference between the child and either of the prospective adoptive parents 

shall not be less than twenty-five years. 

• Couples with three or more children shall not be considered for adoption “except in case of 

special need children”, “hard to place children” and in case of “relative adoption and adoption 

by step-parent”. 
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Economics 

Retrospective Tax 

Why in News? 

Recently the Government has introduced the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021, in Parliament. The 

bill seeks to nullify the contentious retrospective tax law by amending the Income Tax (IT) Act of 1961 

and the Finance Act of 2012.  

About  retrospective taxation: 

• Retrospective taxation allows a country to pass a rule on taxing certain products, items, or 

services. This taxation is applied to the companies from a previous date, i.e. before the date on 

which the law is passed. 

• Usually, the Countries apply retrospective tax to correct anomalies in their taxation policies, 

that have, in the past, allowed companies to take advantage of such loopholes. But, this 

retrospective tax hurts companies that had knowingly or unknowingly interpreted the tax rules 

differently. 

• In the past, many other countries like the USA, the UK, the Netherlands, Canada, Belgium, 

Australia, and Italy have retrospectively taxed companies. 

Case related to retrospective tax: 

• Vodafone case: In 2007, Vodafone acquired Hutch for an $11 billion deal through an overseas 

holding company. (A subsidiary of Vodafone bought Hutchison’s entire stake in CGP 

investments, which owned 67 per cent of the telecom operator Hutch Essar) 

• India sent a notice to the UK telecom company saying it should have withheld tax on the 

purchase and sought Rs 11,218 crore, later added Rs 7,900 crore in penalties. 

• Vodafone challenged the notice in Supreme Court and subsequently, the judgment favoured the 

company. The government then, under Pranab Mukherjee as Finance Minister, amended the tax 

law retrospectively, providing a legal framework for the government’s demand. 

A case in The Hague 

• Cairn case: That prompted Cairn UK to move the Permanent Court of Arbitration to The Hague, 

Netherlands. 

• It said that India had violated the terms of the India-UK Bilateral Investment Treaty by imposing 

a retrospective tax due on it. 

• The treaty provides protection against arbitrary decisions by laying down that India would treat 

investment from the UK in a “fair and equitable” manner. 

• Vodafone, too, had sought arbitration before the Permanent Court of Arbitration, citing the “fair 

and equitable” treatment clause in the India-Netherlands BIT. 
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The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 

The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister of Finance, Ms. 

Nirmala Sitharaman, on August 5, 2021.  The Bill amends the Income Tax Act, 1961 (IT Act) and the 

Finance Act, 2012.  The 2012 Act had amended the IT Act to impose tax liability on the income earned 

from the sale of shares of a foreign company on a retrospective basis (i.e., also applicable to the 

transactions done before May 28, 2012).  The Bill proposes to nullify this retrospective basis for taxation. 

  Key features of the Bill include: 

• Tax on income earned from the sale of shares outside India: Under the IT Act, non-residents 

are required to pay tax on the income accruing through or arising from any business 

connection, property, asset, or source of income situated in India.  The amendments made by 

the 2012 Act clarified that if a company is registered or incorporated outside India, its shares 

will be deemed to be or have always been situated in India if they derive their value 

substantially from the assets located in India.  As a result, the persons who sold such shares of 

foreign companies before the enactment of the Act (i.e., May 28, 2012) also became liable to 

pay tax on the income earned from such sale.  

  

• The Bill proposes to nullify this tax liability imposed on such persons provided they fulfil 

certain conditions.  These conditions are: 

• if the person has filed an appeal or petition in this regard, it must be withdrawn or the person 

must submit an undertaking to withdraw it, 

• if the person has initiated or given notice for any arbitration, conciliation, or mediation 

proceedings in this regard, the notices or claims under such proceedings must be withdrawn or 

the person must submit an undertaking to withdraw them, 

• the person must submit an undertaking to waive the right to seek or pursue any remedy or 

claim in this regard, which may otherwise be available under any law in force or any bilateral 

agreement, and 

• other conditions, as may be prescribed. 

• The Bill provides that if a concerned person fulfils the above conditions, all assessment or 

reassessment orders issued in relation to such tax liability will be deemed to have never been 

issued.  Further, if a person becomes eligible for refund after fulfilling these conditions, the 

amount will be refunded to him, without any interest. 

Significance of the Bill: 

• The bill marks a step in the direction of addressing the long-pending demand of foreign 

investors seeking the removal of retrospective tax for the sake of better tax clarity. 

• This would help in establishing an investment-friendly business environment, which can 

increase economic activity and help raise more revenue over time for the government. 

• This could help restore India’s reputation and improve ease of doing business. 
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The reversal in stand 

• India has suffered adverse effects of this law on international platform. It lost arbitration case 

against Cairns energy and was asked to pay back the amount collected. 

• In addition, its reputation as a business friendly economy took a hit when there was no move 

to reverse the retrospective law. 

Way Forward 

• India needs to craft meaningful and clear dispute resolution mechanisms in cross-border 

transactions to prevent the disputes from going to international courts, and save the cost and 

time expenditure. 

• Improving the arbitration ecosystem will have a positive impact on the ease of doing busines 

Peer-To-Peer Lending - CRED Mint 

 Why in News?                                                

Recently, the Fintech platform CRED has announced the launch of a peer-to-peer (P2P) lending feature 

called CRED Mint. 

About CRED 

• CRED is a Bengaluru-based startup that began as a credit-card repayment platform. 

• It then expanded its offerings, including rent payments and personal loans. 

• About 25-30% of all credit card bill payments in India are happening through CRED. 

What is CRED Mint? 

• CRED Mint is CRED’s first community-driven product. 

• It will enable CRED members to earn interest on idle savings by lending to other high-trust 

members. 

• For this, CRED has tied up with RBI-approved non-banking financial company (NBFC) 

Liquiloans. 

Working of CRED Mint 

• In order to access CRED Mint, be it if a person is an existing user of CRED or if he/she is new to 

the fold, the person need to register for early access to the feature. 

• After registration, the person will be able to make his/her investments in CRED Mint. 

• The investments that are made in CRED Mint will be lent out through CRED Cash, which is a 

lending product created specifically for CRED members. 

• It was created in partnership with licensed banks and NBFCs. 

• The invested money will then be routed directly to an escrow account that is held by the CRED’s 

NBFC partner, Liquiloans. 
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• The members of CRED Mint can invest anywhere between Rs. 100,000 to Rs. 1,000,000 which 

is commission-free. 

Significance of CRED Mint 

• It advertises itself as being completely transparent while allowing the user to track their 

investments’ progress in real-time. 

• It also suggests that the members can quickly and easily withdraw their cash at any time they 

want. 

• This can be done either partially or fully with no penalty, while still retaining the interest that 

you accumulated for the period that it was invested. 

• The entire withdrawal process will be entirely online and the money will be returned to the 

investors within the working day, according to the company. 

About P2P lending 

• It enables individuals to obtain loans directly from other individuals, cutting out the financial 

institution as the middleman. 

• It is also known as “social lending” or “crowd lending”. 

• It is a form of direct lending of money to individuals or businesses without an official financial 

institution participating as an intermediary in the deal. 

Working of P2P Lending 

• All the transactions are carried out through a specialized online platform. The steps below 

describe the general P2P lending process. 

➢ A potential borrower interested in obtaining a loan completes an online application on the 

peer-to-peer lending platform. 

➢ The platform assesses the application and determines the risk and credit rating of the 

applicant. Then, the applicant is assigned with the appropriate interest rate. 

➢ When the application is approved, the applicant receives the available options from the 

investors based on his credit rating and assigned interest rates. 

➢ The applicant can evaluate the suggested options and choose one of them. 

➢ The applicant is responsible for paying periodic (usually monthly) interest payments and 

repaying the principal amount at maturity. 

Advantages of P2P Lending 

• Peer-to-peer lending provides some significant advantages to both borrowers and lenders: 

➢ Higher returns to the investors: P2P lending generally provides higher returns to the 

investors relative to other types of investments. 

➢ More accessible source of funding: For some borrowers, peer-to-peer lending is a more 

accessible source of funding than conventional loans from financial institutions. This may 

be caused by the low credit rating of the borrower or atypical purpose of the loan. 
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➢ Lower interest rates: P2P loans usually come with lower interest rates because of the 

greater competition between lenders and lower origination fees. 

Concerns associated with P2P Lending 

• Credit risk: Peer-to-peer loans are exposed to high credit risks. Many borrowers who apply for 

P2P loans possess low credit ratings that do not allow them to obtain a conventional loan from a 

bank. Therefore, a lender should be aware of the default probability of his/her counterparty. 

• No insurance/government protection: The government does not provide insurance or any form 

of protection to the lenders in case of the borrower’s default. 

• Legislation: Some jurisdictions do not allow peer-to-peer lending or require the companies that 

provide such services to comply with investment regulations. Therefore, peer-to-peer lending 

may not be available to some borrowers or lenders. 

RoDTEP Scheme 

Why in News? 

The Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) plan has been notified by the 

Centre, which claims that it would soon put “direct cash in the pockets of exporters.” 

➢ The scheme, which covers 8,555 tariff lines and accounts for nearly 75% of traded commodities 

and 65% of India’s exports, has received a budgeted allocation of Rs 12,454 crore for the fiscal 

year 2021-22. 

About RoDTEP Scheme: 

• RoDTEP is a programme that aims to assist exporters in making Indian products more cost-

competitive and levelling the playing field in the global marketplace. 

• It will take effect in January 2021, replacing the previous Merchandise and Services Export 

Incentive Schemes (MEIS and SEIS), which were found to be in breach of WTO rules. 

• The new RoDTEP Scheme complies with all WTO requirements. 

• It will compensate any federal, state, and local taxes, tariffs, and levies that are not currently 

repaid under any existing scheme but are incurred during the manufacturing and distribution 

process. 

Need for RoDTEP 

• Last year, the initiative was unveiled as a substitute for the Merchandise Export from India 

Scheme (MEIS), which was deemed to be in violation of World Trade Organization standards. 

• A dispute settlement panel had decided against India’s use of MEIS after the US filed a 

complaint, finding the duty credit scrips issued under the scheme to be in violation of WTO 

standards. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rodtep-scheme-1
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Key Highlights of the scheme: 

• All taxes, including those paid by states and even Gram Panchayats, will be returned under the 

system to enable zero rating of exports by ensuring domestic taxes are not exported. 

• According to legal guidance, the rebates under RoDTEP are WTO-compliant and range from 0.5 

percent to 4.3 percent of the Free On Board value of outbound consignments. 

• Chocolates, toffees, and sugar confectionery have the lowest percentage, whereas yarns and 

fibres have the greatest rate. 

• Steel, pharmaceuticals, and chemicals have been left out of the strategy since their exports 

have performed well without them. 

RBI announces Open Market Purchase under G-sec Acquisition Programme 2.0 

Why in News? 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently said it will conduct an open market purchase of government 

securities worth ₹25,000 crore, under the G-sec Acquisition Programme (G-SAP 2.0). 

Background: 

• In April 2021, the RBI launched the G-Sec Secondary Market Acquisition Programme (G-

SAP) under which it announced it will buy Rs 1 lakh crore worth of bonds in the April-June 

quarter.  

• The RBI’s to buy Rs 35,000 crore worth of bonds in May 2021 would help the market in 

absorbing a portion of the Rs 1.16 lakh crore of market borrowings by the government during 

the month. 

• It has so far bought Rs 25,000 crore worth of G-Secs. 

About G-Sec Acquisition Programme(G-SAP): 

• G-Sec Acquisition Programme(G-SAP) is basically an unconditional and a structured open 

market operation (OMO), of a much larger scale and size. 

• The word ‘unconditional’ here connotes that RBI has committed up front that it will buy G-Secs 

irrespective of the market sentiment. 

• It aims to enable a stable and orderly evolution of the yield curve amidst comfortable liquidity 

conditions.  

Benefits of G-SAP: 

• G-SAP is expected to bring down the cost of borrowings for the government. Further, it 

will counter the upward pressure on yields due to a higher government borrowing programme. 

• Yield: It is the annual percentage rate of return earned on a security. Yield is a function of a 

security’s purchase price and coupon interest rate. But, the yield fluctuates according to 

numerous factors, including global markets and the economy. 
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Concerns: 

• Experts are of the opinion that with the announcement of G-SAP, the rupee has already 

depreciated. There is a trade-off between a tumbling rupee and lower borrowing costs.  

• Additionally, too much liquidity will drive up inflation. 

Geo-Tourism in Northeast 

Why in News? 

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has identified certain geological sites across the Northeast for 

promotion of geo-tourism after withdrawal of Covid-19 restrictions. 

Key Highlights: 

• “Twelve locations in the Northeast are included in the 32 approved geo-tourism or geo-

heritage sites in the country. These are scenic places that can be top attractions through 

responsible tourism. 

• Of the 12 sites in the Northeast, three are in Meghalaya, two each in Assam and Tripura, and 

one each in Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim. 

Identified Sites: 

Mawblei or God’s Rock: 

• Location: East Khasi Hills district 

• It is a huge balancing rock slanting at an angle of about 45 degrees in the south-southeast 

direction on a hill slope at 1,303 metres above mean sea level overlooking the Wahrashi River 

valley. 

• The rock is composed of the reddish-purple Mahadek sandstone belonging to the Khasi group of 

cretaceous age. 

• Mawblei in the Khasi language means God’s Rock and is a sacred place for the local populace. 

Therriaghat:  

• Also in East Khasi Hills district, it is probably one of the best-preserved and most complete 

Cretaceous-Paleogene boundary sections in India. 

• Most of the large vertebrates, planktons and many tropical invertebrates suddenly became 

extinct at the end of the Cretaceous period. 

Majuli:  

• A river “island”, among the world’s largest, Majuli is a district at the mercy of the Brahmaputra 

river.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/geo-tourism-in-northeast
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• The island is also the hub of spiritualism in Assam because of a number of ‘satras’ or Vaishnav 

monasteries established by the 15th-16th century saint-reformer Srimanta Sankaradeva and his 

disciples.  

Umananda:  

• One of the smallest inhabited islands in the Brahmaputra, Umananda is off the administrative 

hub of Guwahati and sports an old Shiva temple. 

• The island is actually an inselberg, composed of the rocks of the Assam-Meghalaya gneissic 

complex. 

Chabimura: 

• In Gomati district, this site is known for its panels of rock carving on a steep hill wall on the 

bank of river Gomati. 

• The huge images of Shiva, Vishnu, Karthikeya, Durga and other gods and goddesses date back 

to the 15th-16th century and the biggest carved deity is about 20 ft. 

Unakoti:  

• This site in the Unakoti district has numerous rock-cut sculptures and temples made between 

the 7th and 9th centuries. 

• Unakoti means one less than a crore. 

• The place is a historic Shaiva pilgrimage. The central Shiva head, known as ‘Unakotiswara Kal 

Bhairava’ is about 30 feet high 

Sangetsar Tso:  

• Popularly known as Madhuri Lake, this waterbody in Tawang district is close to the border with 

Tibet and was formed due to the damming of a river during a major earthquake in 1950. 

• The lake is surrounded by a lush valley and snow-capped mountains 

Loktak Lake:  

• This lake in the Bishnupur district is the largest freshwater lake in the Northeast. 

• The attractions of this lake are the ‘ phumdis’ or floating biomass and the ‘phumsangs’ or huts 

of fishermen on them.  

• The Keibul Lamjao National Park, the only floating wildlife habitat on earth, is on the 

southwestern part of the lake and is the last natural habitat of the sangai or brow-antlered 

dancing deer. 

Reiek Tlang: 

• This hill is a cuesta formed due to erosion of the tertiary sand shale alterations.  

• Cuesta means a ridge with a gentle slope or dip on one side and a steep slope on the other. 
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Naga Hill Ophiolite:  

• Geologically referred to as NHO, it is in the Pungro region of Kiphire district. 

• It refers to the ophiolitic rocks of mantle and oceanic crust percentage at the continental plate 

margin with vast potential for intensive research and economic growth. 

Stromatolite Park:  

• This site comprising stromatolitic (algal) development boulder outcrops with circular 

structures,  hosted in the limestone of Buxa Formation was discovered a little over a decade 

ago. 

• It provides one of the rare examples of early life on earth in the Sikkim Himalayas.  

Stromatolite 

• Stromatolites are layered sedimentary formations that are created by photosynthetic 
cyanobacteria. 

• They are rare today, fossilized stromatolites provide records of ancient life on Earth. 

 

 

Geological Survey of India 

• It was set up in 1851 primarily to find coal deposits for the Railways. Presently, GSI is an 
attached office to the Ministry of Mines. 

• The main functions of the GSI relate to creation and updation of national geo-scientific 
information and mineral resource assessment. 

• It is headquartered in Kolkata. 

 

 

National Monetisation Pipeline 

Why in News? 

The Union government has launched a 4-year National Monetisation Pipeline worth an estimated Rs 6 

lakh crore. 

Background: 

• The pipeline has been developed by NITI Aayog, in consultation with infrastructure line 

ministries, based on the directive for ‘Asset Monetisation’ under Union Budget 2021-22. 

➢ Union Budget 2021-22 has identified monetisation of operating public infrastructure assets 

as a crucial means for sustainable infrastructure financing. 



 
23 

➢ Towards this, the Budget provided for preparation of a ‘National Monetisation Pipeline 

(NMP)’ of potential brownfield infrastructure assets. 

• NMP estimates aggregate monetisation potential of Rs 6.0 lakh crores through core assets of the 

Union Government, over a 04-year period, from Financial Year (FY) 2022 to FY 2025. 

About NMP: 

• Pipeline aims to unlock value in brownfield projects by engaging the private sector, utilising 

institutional and long-term patient capital, transferring to them revenue rights and not 

ownership in the projects, and using the funds so generated for infrastructure creation across 

the country. 

• NMP is envisioned to serve as a medium-term roadmap for identifying potential monetisation- 

ready projects, across several infrastructure sectors. 

• The government has emphasised that these are brownfield assets, which have been “de-

risked” from execution risks, and therefore should encourage private investment. 

• Roads, railways and power sector assets will include over 66% of the total estimated value of 

the assets to be monetised, with the remaining upcoming sectors including telecom, mining, 

aviation, ports, natural gas and petroleum product pipelines, warehouses and stadiums. 

➢ In terms of annual phasing by value, 15% of assets with an indicative value of Rs 0.88 lakh 

crore are envisioned for rollout in the current financial year. 

• The NMP will run co-terminus with the Rs 100 lakh crore National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) 

announced in December 2019. 

➢ The projected capital to be raised through monetisation is around 14% of the planned 

outlay for the Centre of Rs 43 lakh crore under NIP. 

Monetisation: 

• In a monetisation transaction, the government is fundamentally transferring revenue rights to 

private parties for a stated transaction period in exchange of upfront money, a revenue share, 

and commitment of investments in the assets. 

• Real estate investment trusts (REITs) and Infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs), for 

example, are the significant structures used to monetise assets in the roads and power 

sectors. 

• These are also listed on stock exchanges, giving investors liquidity through secondary markets as 

well. 

• While these are a structured financing vehicle, other monetisation models on PPP (Public Private 

Partnership) basis include: 

➢ Operate Maintain Transfer (OMT), 

➢ Toll Operate Transfer (TOT), and 

➢ Operations, Maintenance & Development (OMD). 

➢ OMT and TOT have been used in highways sector while OMD is being deployed in case 

of airports. 
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Significance: 

• Asset monetisation, based on the philosophy of Creation through Monetisation, is intended at 

getting private sector investment for new infrastructure creation. 

• This is essential for generating employment opportunities, thereby aiding high economic growth 

and seamlessly integrating the rural and semi-urban areas for overall public welfare. 

Related Challenges: 

• Absence of distinguishable revenue streams in various assets. 

• The sluggish stride of privatisation in government companies including Air India and BPCL. 

• Further, less-than-encouraging bids in the recently launched PPP initiative in trains indicate the 

challenges in attracting private investors’ interest. 

Asset-specific Challenges: 

• Low Level of capacity utilisation in gas and petroleum pipeline networks. 

• Controlled tariffs in power sector assets. 

• Investors have shown very less interest in national highways below 4 lanes. 

• Konkan Railway, for instance, has multiple stakeholders, including state governments, which 

own stake in the entity. 

New structure for Urban cooperative banks 

Why in News? 

Recently, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) appointed committee on urban cooperative banks (UCBs) has 

suggested a four-tier structure to regulate them, based on size of deposits. 

Background: 

• Previously in June 2020, the Union government approved an Ordinance to bring all urban and 

multi-state co-operative banks under the direct regulation of the RBI. 

• In January 2020, the RBI revised the Supervisory Action Framework (SAF) for UCBs. 

• The Reserve Bank in February 20202, has announced setting up of an Expert Committee under 

the chairmanship of N.S. Vishwanathan on UCBs to examine the issues and to provide a road 

map for strengthening the sector. 

Committee recommendations: 

UCBs Categorisation: Committee categorises the UCBs into 4 tiers for regulatory purposes based on the 

cooperativeness’ of the banks, availability of capital and other factors. 

• Tier 1 with all unit UCBs and salary earner’s UCBs (irrespective of deposit size) and all other 

UCBs having deposits up to Rs 100 crore. 
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• Tier 2 with UCBs of deposits between Rs 100 crore and Rs 1,000 crore 

• Tier 3 with UCBs of deposits between Rs 1,000 crore and Rs 10,000 crore and 

• Tier 4 with UCBs of deposits more than Rs 10,000 crore. 

Minimum CRAR: 

The minimum Capital to Risk-Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) for them could vary from 9% to 15% and for 

Tier-4 UCBs the Basel III prescribed norms. 

Umbrella Organisation: 

• The committee has proposed setting up an Umbrella Organisation (UO) to supervise co-

operative banks and recommended that they should be permitted to open more branches if 

they fulfil all regulatory requirements. 

• The Umbrella Organisation should be financially robust and be well administered by a 

professional board and senior management, both of which are fit and proper. 

Reconstruction: 

• Under the Banking Regulation (BR) Act, 1949 the RBI can prepare a scheme of mandatory 

merger or reconstruction of UCBs that do not meet the prudential norms, like banking 

companies. 

• Since 2004-05 till March 2020, UCBs have undergone 136 mergers, with Maharashtra 

accounting for over half of them, closely followed by Gujarat. 

• As an alternative to compulsory consolidation, the Committee favoured smaller banks acquiring 

scale via the network of the UO, which is one of the successful models of a strong financial 

cooperative system globally. 

Supervisory Action Framework: 

• SAF should follow a twin-indicator approach – it should consider only asset quality and capital 

measured through Net Non-Performing Assets and CRAR – instead of triple indicators at 

present. 

• The objective of the SAF should be to find a time-bound remedy to the financial stress of a bank. 

• If a UCB remains under more strict periods of SAF for a extended period, it may have an adverse 

effect on its operations and may further corrode its financial position. 

Need of Reform: 

Restrictive Policies: 

• Due to lack of the desired level of regulatory comfort on account of the structural issues 

including ‘capital’ and the gaps in the statutory framework, the regulatory policies for co-

operative banks have been limiting with respect to their business operations, which, to some 

extent, has been one of the reasons disturbing their growth. 
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• With the enactment of the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2020, the statutory gaps have 

been addressed to a very large extent. 

Financial Inclusion: 

• Given the significance of the sector in fostering financial inclusion and its huge customer base, it 

is imperative that the strategies adopted for the regulation of the sector are comprehensively 

reviewed so as to enhance its resilience and offer an enabling environment for its sustainable 

and stable growth in the medium term. 

Vision Document: 

• Drafting a vision document for a vibrant and resilient urban co-operative banking sector having 

regards to the Principles of Cooperation as well as depositors’ interest and systemic issues is 

the need of the hour to address the issues of UCBs. 

Cooperative Banks: 
• Co-operative Banks are distinct from commercial banks, as they were born out of the notion of 

co-operative credit societies where members from a community group together to extend loans 
to each other, at favourable terms. 

• They are registered under the Co-operative Societies Act of the State concerned or under the 
Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act, 2002. 

• The Co-operative banks are regulated by the 
➢ Banking Regulations Act, 1949. 
➢ Banking Laws (Co-operative Societies) Act, 1955. 
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India and world 

Gilgit-Baltistan 

Why in News? 

 Recently India has protested, Pakistan’s move to make disputed Gilgit-Baltistan its fifth province 

➢ As per reports Pakistan has finalized a law to award provisional provincial status to 

strategically located Gilgit-Baltistan. 

➢ Elections will be held in the said region in November. 

Backgroud: 

• Gilgit-Baltistan is one of the disputed territories of India and is home to around two million 

people. It is located on the northwestern corner of the UT of Ladakh, bordering Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, and China. 

• On October 26, 1947, Hari Singh (the then Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir) signed an 

agreement called 'Instrument of Accession'. This merged the princely state of Jammu and 

Kashmir into the Indian Dominion.  

• The region was earlier a part of the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir but on 4 November 

1947, Pakistan invaded the region with the help of tribal militias and the Pakistani Army.  

• On January 1, 1948, India moved to the UN Security Council against Pakistan's invasion. The 

UN Security Council passed a resolution, calling Pakistan to withdraw from the entire region of 

Jammu and Kashmir but no withdrawal was ever carried out. The invaded area is still a point of 

contention between India and Pakistan.  

Recent  Developments regarding Gilgit Balistan in Pakistan: 

• Under the proposed law, the Supreme Appellate Court (SAC) of GB may be abolished and the 

region’s Election Commission is likely to be merged with the Election Commission of Pakistan 

(ECP). 

• The draft of the 26th Constitutional Amendment Bill had been prepared and submitted to the 

Prime Minister. 

• The proposed law suggests that due to sensitivity attached to GB, it could be given provisional 

provincial status by amending Article 1 of the Constitution that related to the provinces and 

territories. 

• Also, a set of amendments would be introduced to give GB representation in the parliament, 

besides the establishment of the provincial assembly in the territory. 
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Gilgit Baltistan 

• Gilgit-Baltistan is the northernmost territory administered by Pakistan, providing the country’s 

only territorial frontier, and thus a land route, with China, where it meets the Xinjiang 

Autonomous Region.  

• The China Pakistan Economic Corridor has made the region vital for both countries. This 

ambitious project is seen to have been going slow for a combination of reasons. But given the 

strategic interests of both countries, CPEC will continue. 

• The plan to grant G-B provincial status gathered speed over the last year. While some 

commentary links it to CPEC and Chinese interest, others in Pakistan say the push might have 

well come from India’s reassertion of its claims of reorganisation of Jammu & Kashmir. 

Way Forward 

• India, Pakistan and China should begin a trilateral dialogue for dispute-resolution, cooperation 

and common development. The problems in Jammu and Kashmir have become trilateral in 

nature, especially after the India-China standoff at the LAC in eastern Ladakh. Therefore, the 

solutions to these problems, acceptable to all concerned, can only come out of a trilateral 

dialogue. 

• The most important component of any trilateral dialogue must be a firm and solemn 

commitment by the three countries that none of them shall pose a security threat to the 

other. 

UNSC Debate on Maritime Security - A Secure Indian Ocean 

Why in News? 

India recently requested that the UN Security Council hold an open debate on boosting maritime 

security. 

➢ The key objective of this debate is to highlight the importance of effective international 

maritime cooperation in responding to natural and anthropogenic challenges to maritime 

security in a holistic manner. 

Why is maritime security critical for India? 

• Protecting its huge coastline – With a coastline of over 7,500 kilometres, India has a natural 

interest in enhancing maritime security. 

• Marine commerce route – The Indian Ocean region transports 75 percent of the world's 

maritime trade and 50 percent of daily worldwide oil consumption. 

• Securing Sea Lanes of Communication - Three major Sea Lanes Of Communication (SLOCS) play 

a critical role in energy security and economic success in the Indian Ocean 



 
29 

• The Bab al-Mandab (which transports the majority of Asia's international trade with its major 

trading partners in Europe and America) is a SLOC that connects the Red Sea to the Indian 

Ocean. 

• The Strait of Hormuz is a SLOC that connects the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean (transporting 

the bulk of energy exports to major import destinations like India, ASEAN, and East Asia), 

• The Straits of Malacca (SLOC) connects the Indian and Pacific Oceans (essential for the smooth 

flow of trade between ASEAN, East Asia, Russia's Far East, and the United States). 

• 75 percent of worldwide marine trade and 50 percent of daily global oil consumption pass 

through the Indian Ocean region. 

Maritime Initiatives of India: 

• The aftermath of the 2004 tsunami, which wreaked havoc on human and natural resources, 

prompted the United Nations to establish an Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation 

System in 2005. A multinational network is working to prevent such destruction from happening 

again. 

• Anti-Piracy Operations: In response to the growing threat of piracy off the coast of Somalia to 

shipping in the western Indian Ocean since 2007, the Indian Navy joined a UNSC-mandated 60-

country Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia. 

• SAGAR Policy: India's SAGAR policy is an integrated regional framework that was unveiled by 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a visit to Mauritius in March 2015. The role of India 

as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean region is one of SAGAR's pillars (IOR). 

• India will continue to strengthen the marine security and economic resilience of friendly 

countries in the Indian Ocean region. A more integrated and cooperative focus on the future of 

the IOR, which would improve the chances for the region's long-term development. 

• India accepted a tribunal award on the maritime border dispute between India and Bangladesh 

issued by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It aimed to give a 

boost to successful international economic cooperation among the Bay of Bengal's littoral 

governments (BIMSTEC). 

• Data Sharing: Sharing information about dangers to commercial shipping is a crucial part of 

improving maritime security. 

• In this backdrop, India created in Gurugram in 2018 an International Fusion Centre (IFC) for the 

Indian Ocean area. The Indian Navy and the Indian Coast Guard jointly administrate the IFC. The 

goal of the IFC is to raise Maritime Domain Awareness about safety and security issues. 

Future prospects 

• International Cooperation: Maintaining international cooperation to improve maritime security 

necessitates two complementary policy and operational frameworks. 

• An approach based on the rule of law is required to assess the UNCLOS' operational efficacy. 

• Especially in terms of enforcing its rules on freedom of navigation, sustainable maritime 

resource use, and peaceful conflict resolution. 



 
30 

• Securing Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs): Securing SLOCs that cross oceans is critical to 

improving maritime security. As a result, the global debate should center on ensuring that 

governments have equal and unfettered access to SLOCs while also settling conflicts through 

peaceful ways. 

• Engaging the Private Sector: The private sector must play a larger role in the marine domain, 

whether it is in shipping or in sustainable development through the Blue Economy. 

• In addition, the maritime domain can be used to deliver essential submarine fiber-optic 

connections that enable the Digital Economy. 

• The UNSC's capacity to respond to the argument by approving a multi-stakeholder approach to 

improving maritime security would be a significant result, creating a precedent for maintaining 

"multi-dimensional" security in the twenty-first century. 

United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress 

Why in News? 

Recently, Global Geospatial Information Community was sensitized about the second United Nations 

World Geospatial Information Congress (UNWGIC) to be organized by India in October 2022. 

About United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress (UNWGIC): 

• It is organized by United Nation Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 

Management (UN-GGIM) every four years. 

• The first United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress held in Deqing, Zhejiang 

Province, China in October 2018. 

• The UNGGIM has entrusted the responsibility of organizing the second UNWGIC to India during 

October 2022. 

• It follows from the mandate of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to convene 

global forums to promote comprehensive dialogue on global geospatial information 

management. 

Objectives of UNWGIC 

• Its objective is enhancing international collaboration among the Member States and relevant 

stakeholders in Geospatial information management and capacities. 

• It is aimed at working towards implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and to keep the promise to leave no one behind. 

• It will reflect the importance of geospatial information to support technological development, 

address the development and strengthening of geospatial information management systems 

and capacities. 

• It aims to demonstrate the importance of international coordination and cooperation for 

building a human data and geography community. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/united-nations-world-geospatial-information-congress
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• It is aimed to provide a convening, participatory and inclusive environment to enhance the 

communication, understanding, knowledge and application of geospatial information 

management. 

Incel Movement 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Incel Movement has been connected to various violent incidents around the globe. 

➢ The movement came into the attention yet again in the UK’s Plymouth, where a 22-year-old 

man shot dead five people, including a toddler. 

About ‘incel’ movement 

• The term “incel” is a word derived from the phrase “involuntary celibate”. 

• Self-identified incels believe that they are excluded from fulfilling their desire to have sex, 

date or establish relationships with women, usually because of their physical appearance. 

• It is a dangerous online subculture comprising men who regularly express deeply misogynistic 

views about women. 

• Men who are part of this movement have a deep resentment towards both women and other 

men who are sexually active. 

• Women are blamed for their own lack of sexual and social status. 

• While views tend to vary, some believe that sex is their right — something that is owed to them 

by virtue of them being males. 

• An extreme segment of Incels even advocate violence against women. Still, not all members of 

the subculture are violent. 

Red Pill & Black Pill Mentality as promoted by the incels: 

• The black pill theory, often linked with incels, endorses the negative idea that your fate is 

sealed at birth and no matter what changes you try to make, your sexual capital cannot be 

altered. 

• Red pill theory, on the other hand, believe the world is predisposed toward women, and see 

feminism as female supremacy. They believe there is a universal bias in favour of women. 

Concerns: 

• In recent years, attacks linked to the this have increased around the globe. 

• The movement has been linked to at least 6 mass shootings and the murder of nearly 50 

people in the US alone. Perhaps, the first and most significant instance of the sub culture 

entering public perception was when a student named Elliot Rodger went on a rampage 

stabbing and shooting his peers at the University of California before killing himself in May 

2014. 
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• In 2020, there was a thread of incel-related incidents across the globe, counting a machete 

attack at a massage parlour in Toronto, as well as a shooting at a mall in Arizona. 

• The movement has been identified as a aspect of a broader trend of young white males being 

radicalised online. 

• It shares some similarities with the better-known alt-right movement, with both groups 

accrediting society’s ills to social liberalism, women and ethnic minorities. 

➢ The alt-right, an abbreviation of alternative right, is a loosely connected far-right, white 

nationalist movement. 

• So far, incel-related attacks are not considered as much of a terror threat in the US similar to 

violent attacks by followers of other violent far-right ideologies, as per the analysis of domestic 

terror attacks by the New America Foundation. 

➢ But the same analysis found that incel terrorism is lethal than far-left terrorism. 
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Environment 

IPCC Climate Change Report 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the United Nations's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has released its sixth 

assessment report on Climate Change. 

➢ In its sixth assessment report, Climate Change 2021: the Physical Science Basis, IPCC has 

assessed climate change, its implications and potential future risks, along with adaptation and 

mitigation options.  

➢ The report has been prepared by the scientists of the Working Group-I and its remaining two 

parts would be released in 2022.  

Key Highlights of the Report: 

• Average surface temperature is expected to touch 2 degrees Celsius by the mid-21st century 

without a sharp reduction of emissions. The global surface temperature was 1.09°C higher 

between 2011-2020 than between 1850-1900. 

• CO2 concentrations are highest in at least two million years and much of it is human-induced. 

Humans have emitted around 2,400 billion tonnes of CO2 since the late 1800s.  

• Sea level rise has tripled since 1971. The Arctic Sea ice is the lowest in 1000 years. During the 

21st century, the coastal areas will experience coastal erosion, frequent and severe flooding in 

low-lying areas due to continued sea-level rise. Almost half of the sea level rise is due to thermal 

expansion.  

• Every 0.5-degree Celsius rise in global warming will increase hot extremes, high precipitation 

and drought. It will further weaken Earth’s carbon sinks present in plants, soils, and the ocean. 

• Increased heat extremes and decreased cold extremes have been observed and will continue 

over the coming decades. 

• The report further predicts a change in the freezing level of mountains and retreat in 

snowlines over the coming decades, thereby causing a change in the water cycle, precipitation 

patterns, floods and water across the Himalayas. . 

Findings for India  

• As the IPCC report predicts that global warming will lead to a rise in temperature in every part of 

the world, the extent of temperature rise may vary across the world, causing heatwaves in 

many parts. These heatwaves are being called extreme heatwaves for India as they will be 

hotter as compared to the heatwaves in the past.  

• The report also highlights the monsoon patterns across the world. It predicts that pluvial 

floods are set to increase across South Asia and India. India will not only have to predict 
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excessive rainfall due to erratic monsoons but will also have to outline areas experiencing 

extreme drought.  

• Furthermore, the report underlined that snowcaps in the Himalayas will show rapid thawing in 

the coming decades. 

• The Indian Ocean which includes the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal has warmed faster than 

the global average. The sea surface temperature over the Indian ocean is likely to increase by 

1-2 degrees Celsius over the next 20 years..  

Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified the Plastic Waste 

Management Amendment Rules, 2021. 

Plastic waste in India 

• According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) report 2018-19, 3.3 million metric 

tonnes of plastic waste was generated in India in 2018-19. 

• The total municipal solid waste generation is 55-65 million tonnes; plastic waste is 

approximately 5-6 per cent of the total solid waste generated in the country. 

• Goa has the highest per capita plastic waste generation at 60 grams per capita per day, which 

is nearly double of what Delhi generates (37 grams per capita per day). 

Key highlights of the new Plastic Waste Rules  

• The manufacture, sale and use of some single-use goods made with plastic, polystyrene, and 

expanded polystyrene, such as earbuds, plates, cups, glasses, cutlery, wrapping and packing 

films, is prohibited from July 1 next year 

• Carry bags must be at least 75 microns thick from September 30th, 2021, and 120 microns 

from December 31 next year, compared to 50 microns at present. 

Issues with plastic waste management: 

• With regard to policy- India’s policies on environment are divergent, they are intentionally good 

but poor on outcomes 

• With regard to implementation by state- lack of strong will from state governments to replace 

municipal contracts 

• With regard to recycling– because of lack of segregation, considerable amounts of plastic waste 

cannot be recycled 

• Patchy regulation- This led to prohibition on movement of plastic waste to other states which 

have recycling capacity. 

Way forward 
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The international view is changing, and support for a UN Plastic Treaty is growing. The majority of G7 

countries  are supportive of cleaning up the oceans through a charter in the interests of human 

wellbeing and environmental integrity. Now that the Centre has adopted a broad ban, further pollution 

must end. 

Van Dhan Producer Companies 

In news: 

200 Van Dhan producer companies are being planned to be set up in 27 States during 2020-21 to 2025-

26 with priority in Aspirational Districts under Van Dhan programme of TRIFED. 

Key Highlights: 

• A Van Dhan Producer company has existed in Jawadhu Hills in Tiruvannamalai district, Tamil 

Nadu since 2020. 

• Jawadhu hills is an extension of the Eastern Ghats and the Malayali tribal people constitute 

92.60 per cent of the total population in this block.  

• To help the Malayali tribal people empower themselves and gain better opportunities and 

market access, the Jawadhu Hills Tribal Farmer Producer Company was formed in 2020. 

• This is an example of how the Van Dhan tribal start-up has been successful in improving the 

livelihoods and incomes of the tribal people across the country. 

• The Van Dhan tribal start-ups, a component of the Van Dhan scheme, is a programme for value 

addition, branding & marketing of Minor Forest Produces by establishing Van Dhan Kendras to 

facilitate creation of sustainable livelihoods for the forest-based tribes.  

• TRIFED is also expanding the Skills Development and Micro entrepreneurship programme, 

together with the Tribal Livelihoods program.  

• With the Ministry of Agriculture & Family Welfare, TRIFED will work towards the formation of 

14 Honey Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) in 8 States such as Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. 

Van Dhan programme 
Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a Market Linked Tribal Entrepreneurship Development 
Program for forming clusters of tribal SHGs (Van Dhan Vikas Kendras) and strengthening them into 
Tribal Producer Companies has been launched with participation from all the 27 States from the 
Country. 

 

National Gene Bank 

Why in News? 

At the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, the Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare recently opened the worlds second-largest renovated state-of-the-art National Gene Bank 

(NBPGR). 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/van-dhan-producer-companies
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-gene-bank-1
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About National Gene Bank  

• The National Gene Bank was established in 1996 for preserving the seeds of Plant Genetic 

Resources (PGR) for future generations. 

• The bank has the capacity to preserve about one million germplasm in the form of seeds. 

• Presently, the National Gene Bank has been protecting 4.52 lakh accessions, of which 2.7 lakh 

are the Indian germplasm while the rest have been imported from other countries. 

• The National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources is meeting the need of in-situ and ex-situ 

germplasm conservation through the Delhi Headquarters and ten other regional stations in 

the country. 

Why there is a need for Gene Bank? 

• The Union Minister while speaking on the occasion said that today the need for biofortified 

crops is being felt. He pointed that somewhere there is an imbalance and the government has 

been trying to overcome it by taking the farmers along. 

• The agriculture farmers will be greatly benefited by the new gene bank with state-of-the-art 

facilities at germplasm.  

• The goal is to make the farmers of the country self-reliant and the government has been making 

every effort in that direction. 

India to Ratify the Kigali Amendment 

Why in News? 

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for ratification of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal 

Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer for phase down of Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) by 

India. 

About Montreal Protocol 

• The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer is an international 

agreement made in 1987. 

• It was designed to stop the production and import of ozone-depleting substances and reduce 

their concentration in the atmosphere to help protect the earth’s ozone layer. 

• It sits under the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer. 

Objectives 

• The convention was adopted in 1985 and has highlighted the adverse effect of human activity 

on ozone levels in the stratosphere and the discovery of the ‘ozone hole’. 

• Its objectives are to promote cooperation on the adverse effects of human activities on the 

ozone layer. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-decides-to-ratify-the-kigali-amendment
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• It has since undergone nine revisions, in 1990 (London), 1991 (Nairobi), 1992 (Copenhagen), 

1993 (Bangkok), 1995 (Vienna), 1997 (Montreal), 1998 (Australia), 1999 (Beijing) and 2016 

(Kigali). 

India and the Protocol 

• India became a Party to the Protocol on 19 June 1992 and since then has ratified the 

amendments. 

About Kigali Amendment 

• It is an international agreement to gradually reduce the consumption and production of 

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). 

• It is a legally binding agreement designed to create rights and obligations in international law. 

• While HFCs do not deplete the stratospheric ozone layer, they have high global warming 

potential ranging from 12 to 14,000, which has an adverse impact on climate. 

Ozone Depleting Substances 

Ozone-depleting substances are chemicals that destroy the earth’s protective ozone layer. They include: 

• chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 

• halons 

• carbon tetrachloride (CCl4) 

• methyl chloroform (CH3CCl3) 

• hydro Bromo fluorocarbons (HBFCs) 

• hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) 

• methyl bromide (CH3Br) 

• bromochloromethane (CH2BrCl) 

Use of Ozone depleting substances: 

The main uses of ozone-depleting substances include: 

• CFCs and HCFCs in refrigerators and air conditioners, 

• HCFCs and halons in fire extinguishers, 

• CFCs and HCFCs in foam, 

• CFCs and HCFCs as aerosol propellants, and 

• Methyl bromide for fumigation of soil, structures and goods to be imported or exported. 
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Science and Tech. 

e-RUPI & Welfare Schemes 

Why in News? 

Recently, PM launched an electronic voucher-based digital payment system “e-RUPI”. 

About e-RUPI: 

• The platform has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), 

Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the National Health 

Authority. 

• It will be a person-specific and purpose-specific payments system. 

Working Mechanism: 

• e-RUPI has a QR code or SMS string-based e-Voucher, which is delivered to the mobile of the 

beneficiaries. 

• It will be like a prepaid gift voucher that can be redeemed at specific accepting centres without 

any credit or debit card, mobile app or internet banking.  

• It will connect sponsors of the services with beneficiaries and service providers digitally 

without any physical interface. 

Significance 

• It assures timely payment to the service provider without involving any intermediary. 

• It will ensure a leak-proof delivery of welfare services, further, fulfil the vision of Good 

Governance. 

• Can be used for delivering social services under schemes meant for providing drugs and 

nutritional support under Mother and Child welfare schemes, TB eradication programmes, 

drugs & diagnostics under schemes like Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, 

fertilizer subsidies etc. 

• Even the private sector can leverage these digital vouchers as part of their employee welfare 

and corporate social responsibility programmes. 

Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme 

Why in News? 

In order to boost domestic defence and aerospace manufacturing, the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has 

launched the Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS). 

About DTIS: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/defence-testing-infrastructure-scheme-1


 
39 

• The Scheme would run for the duration of five years and envisages to set up six to eight new 

test facilities in partnership with private industry. 

• This will facilitate indigenous defence production, consequently, reduce imports of military 

equipment and help make the country self-reliant. 

• It aims to give a boost to domestic defence and aerospace manufacturing. 

Key highlights: 

• The projects under the Scheme will be provided with up to 75 per cent government funding in 

the form of ‘Grant-in-Aid’. 

• The remaining 25 per cent of the project cost will have to be borne by the Special Purpose 

Vehicle (SPV) whose constituents will be Indian private entities and State Governments. 

• The SPVs under the Scheme will be registered under Companies Act 2013 and shall also operate 

and maintain all assets under the Scheme, in a self-sustainable manner by collecting user 

charges. The equipment/systems tested will be certified as per appropriate accreditation. 

• While the majority of test facilities are expected to come up in the two Defence Industrial 

Corridors (DICs), the Scheme is not limited to setting up Test Facilities in the DICs only. 

Hindustan - 228 

Why in News? 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) on August 15, 2021, successfully conducting the Ground Run and 

Low-Speed Taxi Trials (LSTT) of the Hindustan-228 (VT-KNR) aircraft for DGCA ‘Type Certification’. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Trials were conducted as part of the 75th Independence Day of India celebrations at HAL’s 

Kanpur facility. 

• The DGCA Type Certification will enable HAL to gain the international certification for the first 

fixed-wing Made-in-India civil aircraft in India. The aircraft currently complies with the latest 

FAR 23 certification requirements. 

• HAL’s Transport Aircraft Division in Kanpur took the task of manufacturing Hindustan-228 

aircraft to support the Regional Connectivity Scheme (UDAN) of the Government of India. 

• The 19-seat multirole utility aircraft, Hindustan-228 can be used successfully by State 

governments and civil operators for their inter and intra-state connectivity for several activities 

such as VIP transport, air ambulance, passenger transport, cloud seeding, flight inspection roles, 

aerial surveillance, cargo applications, and para jumping 
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Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

Landslids in Himachal Pradesh 

Why in News? 

 Landslide and other Environmental factors have raised instability in  Himachal Pradesh and resulting 

into lost of precious life and property of local citizens as well as tourists. 

➢ These rising threats call for a renewed approach to the developmental designs in the State. 

Recent happening 

• Landslip/Lanslide in the Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh killed at least 14 people and buried 

several others. 

• Severe catastrophe as mud, rocks and debris rained down on vehicles. 

• A fortnight back, a similar disaster killed a group of tourists. 

Recurring threats and the causes 

• Landslides have become a familiar feature, and seismic events threaten to increase their 

frequency and aggravate the impact. 

• Much of Himachal Pradesh is in the high-risk zone for landslides, calling for great caution in 

pursuing disruptive projects, particularly hydropower.  

• The Landslide Hazard Zonation Map of India marks over 70% of the State as ‘high risk’ and 14% 

as ‘severe’ to ‘very high risk’.  

• The threat of earthquakes remains potent, as the mountains here are young in geological terms 

and therefore active, and about 32% of the State is categorised as a high damage risk zone for 

seismicity.  

• A developmental model that prioritises heavily engineered structures such as  

➢ Dams and hydropower:  

o It involves rock blasting, tree felling and inundating large spaces clearly jeopardise the 

integrity of mountain slopes;  

➢ Roads developed along the slopes face the brunt of the impact, as the Kinnaur 

landslides show.  

o In some cases, the roads themselves have been destroyed.  

Way Forward: 

• A new and redesigned development paradigm. 

• Greater caution in pursuing disruptive projects, particularly hydropower. 

• An updated action plan on climate change that goes beyond disaster management. 

• Long-term remedial measures for the key hazards. 
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• Harnessing the available support among local communities for sustainable tourism and 

expansion of the farm-based economy, particularly apple growing. 

Academia-ARTRAC (Army) interaction program 

Why in News? 

H.P. Private Educational Institutions Regulatory Commission (HP-PERC) will organize Academia-ARTRAC 

(Army) interaction conference in Head Quarter Army Training Command, Shimla on 2nd August, 2021.  

Key Highlights: 

• The conference would be chaired by Lt. General Raj Shukla, Army Commander, ARTRAC.  

• The discussion during the conference would be covering aspects related to research and 

innovation, higher educational opportunities for Defence Forces Personals and starting of 

defence and strategic courses. 

GST collection 

In news: 

• The monthly GST collection of the state has registered a growth of 50.7 percent in July 2021 

• The GST Collected in this month stands at Rs. 473.81 crore which is the highest GST collection in 

any single month since implementation of GST. 

• The cumulative GST collections up to July-2021 now stand at Rs. 1301.03 crore.  

• Some of the reasons for the improved GST collections are increased business activities in the 

state, improvement in return filling as a result of better monitoring of taxpayers, and more 

effective enforcement activities by the department. 

Dr. Y.S. Parmar 

Why in News? 

Himachal Pradesh has celebrated 115 birthday of Dr. Y.S. Parmer on 4th August 2021. 

About Dr. Y.S. Parmer: 

• D.R. Y.S. parmer has played crucial role in formation of Himachal Pradesh as a separate state. 

• He was the first chief minister of Himachal Pradesh.  

• Dr. Parmar was the first person who took pride in calling himself a ‘Pahari’ 
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Ram Subhag Singh  

In news: 

• Ram Subhag Singh is appointed as the new Chief Secretary of Himachal Pradesh. 

• He is a Himachal Pradesh Cadre IAS officer of 1987 batch. 

'Meri Parwaz' 

In news: 

• It is a poetry book 'Meri Parwaz' written by eminent educationist, poet and social worker 

Rashima Thakur. 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Takur has released the book. 

State Handicrafts and Handloom Corporation signs MoU with Flipkart 

Why in News? 

 A MoU was signed between the State Handicrafts and Handloom Corporation and Flipkart for online 

sale and promotion of the products of the Corporation 

Key highlights of the MOU: 

• As Covid-19 pandemic has adversely affected the economy of the rural artisans and local 

manufacturers, thus the MoU would provide an e-Commerce platform for over 20,000 artisans 

associated with handloom and handicrafts in the State.  

• Now the artisans would get an opportunity to market their products online and get 

remunerative prices of their artifacts.  

• This would also ensure the reach of Himachali handicraft and handloom products not only in 

national but international market as well. 

• The MoU would help in promoting the Brand Himachal at international level and people 

throughout the world would have access to the State of the art products manufactured by the 

Himachali artisans 

This would go a long way in strengthening the economy of the local artisans, besides providing world 

famous handicraft and handloom products of Himachal Pradesh to the people with a click of a button 

from anywhere in the world. 

Swachh Himachal-Swastha Himachal Campaign 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the 'Swachh Himachal-Swastha Himachal' campaign-2021 by 

flagging off 250 'Safai Mitras' of Municipal Corporation Shimla from the Ridge, on 9th August 2021 
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➢ As the nature has blessed Himachal Pradesh with clean environment and pristine natural 

beauty. The campaign emphasized on maintaining the same by adopting habit of cleanliness and 

keeping our surroundings neat and clean. 

Background: 

• The State Government way back in 2009 imposed complete ban on use of plastic bags in the 

State.  

• In 2019 the State launched buy back policy for buying plastics from the consumers to protect 

earth from non bio-degradable wastes.  

• Under by back policy, till date over one lakh kilogram plastics have been purchased from the 

consumers. 

• The State Government has also banned use of plastics and thermocol cutlery as this was a major 

source of environment hazards.  

• The Government was promoting use of patals and plates made from papers, about 100 patals 

and douna making machines have also been provided to the poor to promote use of these 

articles instead of thermocol and plastics besides helping them in earning their livelihood. 

Key highlights of the Campaign: 

• Under the Swachh Himachal-Swastha Himachal Campaign 70 plastic shredders machines have 

been provided to the Urban Local Bodies and municipalities of the State. These machines would 

help the municipalities in scientific disposal of wastes. 

• The campaign not only ensuring door to door collection of garbage but also ensuring scientific 

disposal of the same.  

• The campaign emphasizes on the role of NGOs and other voluntary organizations in checking 

environment pollution and maintaining cleanliness in the state.  

• The campaign asks for community participation and Individual citizen’s commitment to make 

this campaign a success story for whole India. 

Model Prison Manual-2021 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur released the ‘Model Prison Manual-2021’ Himachal Pradesh at Oak on 

10th August 2021. 

Background: 

• During the DGPs/IGPs conference, held in the year 2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah had directed every State to have a Model State Prison 

Manual, therefore, the State Police was also directed to draft Model Prison Manual and put in 

place as soon as possible. 

• The existing Himachal Pradesh Jail Manual 2000, which was about 21-year-old and outdated. 
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Key Highlights: 

➢ The Model Prison Manual emphasizes on the reforms and rehabilitation of prisoners and the 

prisoners would learn new skills by rightly using sentence period during their confinement. 

Thus, after their release from jail they can help their family by easily earning livelihood, and 

would not get attracted towards crime again and become a part of society after rehabilitation 

and serve as ideal citizen for the country.  

➢ All the jails would be computerized to achieve transparency. 

➢ All the jails would be managed through e-Prison Software, which further connected through 

ICJS system with courts, police and forensic science departments. 

High on Kasol 

In news: 

Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar has released the book 'High on Kasol' written by senior 

journalist Aditya Kant at Raj Bhavan.. 

Developmental projects in Banjar area 

In news: 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has inaugurated and laid foundation stones of 14 developmental projects 

worth about Rs. 84 crore at Banjar in Banjar Assembly constituency of Kullu district.  

Punya Smaran programme 

In news: 

On the third death anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a 'Punya Smaran' 

programme was organized at Himachal Pradesh University Shimla. 

New science, technology and innovation policy 

Why in News? 

The state government has framed and approved a new science, technology and innovation policy to 

bring about profound changes by building an ecosystem that promotes research and innovation on 

the part of both individuals and organizations with main focus of  'Atamnirbhar Bharat'. 

Key Highlights: 

• It is based on STI Policy-2020 of the government of India, Himachal Pradesh Council for Science, 

Technology & Environment (HIMCOSTE) has framed this Science Technology & Innovation 

(STIP) Policy for the State on the lines of the National Policy. 
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• The draft document was finalized after having different round of brain storming discussions 

with the core group and heads/representatives of about 30 stakeholder departments, 

members of the working group, Vice Chancellors and the scientists from various academic and 

research institutions of the State. Thereafter, the draft document was approved by the State 

Cabinet. 

• The important aspects like energy, environment, climate change and disasters, food and 

nutrition, water and sanitation, habitat, affordable health care, skill building and 

unemployment have been taken care for overall sustainable development of the mountain 

regions and the betterment of the society. 

• The new policy aims at strengthening the research and development (R&D) institutions and 

innovation centres, identify priority R&D areas and provide platform for fostering scientific 

research, promote and develop appropriate ecosystem for innovation and supplement the 

national objectives of self-reliance, technological competence and the maximum use of 

indigenous resources for the socioeconomic development. 

State Government enhances subsidy on edible oil 

In news: 

Subsidy on edible oil enhanced from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30 per litre for BPL families and from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 

per litre for APL families for the next four months. 

Mohra 

In news: 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur released book ‘Mohra’ written by noted writer, storyteller and 

film maker Dr. Dev Kanya Thakur  

• The book is a beautiful collection of ten stories unfolding the prevailing traditions in Himachal 

Pradesh and thus revealing a different world within them.   

 

Greater Shimla Area to get $250 Million World Bank Funded WSS Service 

Why in news? 

The Shimla Water Supply and Sewerage Services Delivery Program for improvement of WSS services in 

Greater Shimla Area would be funded by World Bank with total financial outlay of $ 250 Million (INR 

1813 Crore). 

Key Highlights: 

• The Shimla water supply and sewerage project aims to meet the water demand of Shimla and 

adjoining areas.  

• The proposed project would provide 67 MLD additional water to the town.  
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• The project has been prepared to ensure bulk water supply to Shimla for next 30 years from a 

sustainable source of river Sutle 

Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra 

In news: 

The State Government would be organising Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra to commemorate the Golden 

Jubilee Year of Statehood from 2nd October this year.  

Indo-US Symposium focused on Himachal Pradesh 

In news: 

• The Indo-US Symposium focused on Himachal Pradesh was organised today by the Indo-

American Business and Arts Council (IABAC) in association with the Indian Consul General of 

San Francisco and supported by Himachalies of Bay Area through a virtual interface. 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur through a virtual message welcomed the delegates attending the 

symposium, appreciated the efforts of IABAC and invited them to visit & enjoy the beauty of Dev 

Bhoomi-Himachal Pradesh.  

• In the symposium interested investors are invited to explore the immense investment 

opportunities in the State. 

Sneha Negi 

In news: 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has congratulated Sneha Negi for winning gold medal in Asian 

Youth and Junior Boxing Competition at Dubai in 66 kg category. 

• Sneha Negi hails from Sangla area of Kinnaur district and defeated UAE boxer to grab the gold 

medal. 
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INDEX AND RANKING 

     2021 Fortune’s Global 500 List 

• The 2021 Fortune’s Global 500 list was released and it revealed that 7 Indian companies 

have found their remark in the list. 

• The list is topped by Walmart in terms of revenue of 

USD 524 billion.Global Youth Development Index 

• The index measures the condition of young people from a total of 181 countries. 

• Under the index, India is ranked at 122nd position and it was found that India is among 
the top five 

risers on the index between 2010 and 2018. 

 
     2021 Skytrax World Airport Award Ranking 

• The Hyderabad airport is at 64th rank, Mumbai airport is at 65th rank and Bengaluru 

airport is at 71st rank. 

• The 1st rank was marked by Hamad International Airport in Doha, Qatar. 

           Transparency Index: Rating of Pollution Control Boards on Public Disclosure’ 

• The report has assessed the data disclosure performance of 29 state pollution control 
boards (SPCBs) 

and six pollution control committees (PCCs) across India. 

• The State Pollution Control Boards of Odisha and Telangana are ranked at 1st 

position as per the report rankings. 

    Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti Scheme 

• The ‘Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti Scheme’ aims to adopt a holistic and integrated approach 

for growth in the infrastructure sector. 

• It also aims to create employment opportunities for 

the Indian youth. 

Financial Inclusion Index -- RBI 

• It describes the inclusion of financial-related activities like banking, investments, 

insurance, postal and pension sector in India. 

• The FI-Index value range between 0 to 100; where 0 indicates complete financial 

exclusion while 100 indicates full financial inclusion. 

    2021 Global Crypto Adoption Index 
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• The 2nd Global Crypto Adoption Index 2021 was released by Chainalysis, which is a 

crypto analysis blockchain data platform. 

• As per the index, India is ranked at 2nd position out of 154 countries in terms of 

crypto adoption. India has scored 0.37. 

   EIU’s Safe Cities Index 2021 

• The index includes ranking for 60 major global cities by considering 76 indicators in the 

major domains like digital, health, infrastructure, environmental and personal security. 

• The ranking is topped by Copenhagen with a score of 

82.4 out of 100. Cushman & Wakefield’s 2021 Global 

Manufacturing Risk Index 

• The Global Manufacturing Risk Index was released by Cushman & Wakefield. 

• As per the index ranking, India is placed at 2nd position and has thus become the 

world’s second most desired manufacturing destination. 

   COVID-19 Innovation Report 2021’—Startup Blink 

• As per the report rankings, India is ranked at 32nd position with a score of 0.396 in 

terms of global coronavirus innovation rankings for countries. 

• The report has ranked 40 countries and 100 cities in the world as per the innovations 

developed by them to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  Hurun Global 500 Most Valuable Companies list 2021 

• The list is comprised of the 500 most valuable non-state-controlled companies in the 

world which are ranked as per their value of market capitalization. 

• As per the report, the 1st rank is marked by Apple (USD 2,443 billion) and thus is termed 

to be the most valuable company. 

  NER District SDG Index Report 

• India’s premier policy think tank entity, NITI Aayog released North Eastern Region (NER) 

District SDG Index Report 2021-22 in partnership with the Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region (M/DoNER). 

• East Sikkim has topped the NER SDG Index 2021-22 with a score of Score 75.87. 
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Agreements& MOU 

    

• to improve monsoon data analysis and will develop cooperation for the weather forecast 

in the regions. 

NABARD sign MoU with SBI and JKGB 

• The MoU was signed to offer financial assistance to 1000 Joint Liability Group (JLGs). 

• The MoU will allow support of credit to tenant farmers, oral lessees, sharecroppers, 

SF/MF etc. who at times are not having proper title to their landholding. 

Indian Bank signed MoU with PCI 

• Indian bank has entered into MoU as one of the banking partners of the upcoming 

Paralympic Games. 

• Under the MoU, the bank will offer financial assistance to 

Paralympic athletes. 

BEAM signed MoU with FDRVC 

• The MoU was signed to strengthen the price discovery mechanism of the 

commodities which are traded by Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs). 

• The FPOs which are under FDRVC will be made eligible to explore market 

technologies that are offered by BSE. 

 

India & ADB Signed Loan Agreement for Metro Rail Network in Bengaluru 

• The ADB will grant the loan support of USD 500 million for the same 

• The enhancement in Bengaluru’s metro rail network will be made by constructing two 

new metro lines of 56 kilometers with the help of this loan. 

India signed pact with Maldives for Greater Male Connectivity Project 

• India has granted USD 400 million Line of Credit (LoC) and USD 100 million for the vast 

GMCP project in Maldives. 

• The USD 400 million LoC will be provided by 

the Exim Bank. 

MeitY Startup Hub signed MoU with Paytm 

• The MeitY Startup Hub (MSH) which comes under the Ministry of Electronics & IT 

(MeitY) has entered into MoU with Paytm. 

• The MoU was signed to grant support to deep tech-based startups in India. 
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 India and UAE entered into Agreement to Send Visiting Professors at NYUAD 

• In this regard, the agreement was signed between Indian Council for Cultural 

Relations (ICCR) and New York University Abu Dhabi. 

• The agreement was signed to develop a Visiting Professorship in Social Science at 

NYUAD. The NYUAD is a portal campus of New York University serving as a private liberal 

arts college in Abu Dhabi. 

                                               Government Schemes 

   ‘Krishikarna’ Project-- Kerala 

• The project is the joint initiative of the National Society for Agricultural Horticulture 

(SAHS), the Sustainability Foundation and Qore3 Innovations. 

• Under this, SAHS will be promoting agricultural and 

gardening practices. ‘e-RUPI’ -- Digital Payment Solution 

• The ‘e-RUPI’ will make sure that benefits reach their intended beneficiaries in a leak-proof 
manner. 

• The ‘e-RUPI’ is a cashless and contactless instrument that will be used for digital 

payment transactions. 

   ‘Har Hith Store’ Scheme-- Haryana 

• The scheme was launched with the aim to motivate the youth of the state towards self-
employment. 

• Under the scheme, a chain of grocery shops will be opened in rural and urban areas to 

sell quality products of daily needs at affordable prices. 

  ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam Scheme’--- Tamil Nadu 

• The significance of the ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam Scheme’ is to provide healthcare 

services at people’s doorstep. 

• The scheme will help to eradicate the need for patients to visit hospitals and clinics to 

get treatment for non-communicable diseases. 

 ‘PM-DAKSH’ Portal and Mobile App 

• The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Dr Virendra Kumar launched the 

‘PM- DAKSH’ portal and mobile app. 

• The ‘PM-DAKSH’ portal and mobile app will provide easy access to the skill development 

schemes to the target groups. 

  eNagar Mobile Application and Portal-- Gujarat 

• The app and portal are launched in regards to the eNagar project which aims to 

offer efficient, transparent community-based services and back-office operation support to 

the people of Gujarat. 
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• The Gujarat Development Mission is the nodal agency for 

eNagar project. ‘KFC Startup Kerala’ 

• The scheme will support financially the startups in all areas of their development. 

• This fund is the first of its kind in which all the stages of startups 

are considered. ‘Cleancity app’--North Delhi Municipal Corporation 

(NDMC) 

• The mobile app will help the resident of Delhi to file complaints about picking up 

garbage in their surrounding area. 

• The app facility will be availed by residents of Civil Lines Zone, Keshavpuram Zone and 

Rohini Zone. ‘SonChiraiya’ 

• The `SonChiraiya’ is a brand and logo for marketing products made by the urban Self-

Help Group (SHG). 

• The ‘SonChiraiya’ – (A brand and logo) was launched by Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 Indira Gandhi Urban Credit Card Scheme 2021-- Rajasthan 

• The interest-free loan of upto Rs 50,000 will be provided to the beneficiaries. 

• The scheme will prove beneficial to 5 lakh beneficiaries of the state by developing 

employment opportunities. 

   ‘My e-Haat’ Online Portal—HCL Foundation 

• The HCL Foundation is the corporate social responsibility entity of HCL Technologies. 

• The ‘My e-Haat’ online portal will provide an empowerment platform for artisans and 

primary producers. 

   ‘PROOF’ App 

• The app was launched to offer transparency and accountability in the governance system of 
the UT. 

• The PROOF signifies ‘Photographic Record of 

On-site Facility’. Karkhandar Scheme – Jammu and 

Kashmir 

• The scheme will be implemented by the Directorate of Handicrafts and Handloom 
Kashmir/Jammu. 

• The scheme will boost the crafts having good potential and also the crafts which are 
languishing ones 

will also be promoted through the scheme. 

    Odisha announced Smart Health Cards Scheme 
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• The ‘Smart Health Cards Scheme’ will provide hassle-free health treatment services. It 

aims to transform the health service delivery system. 

• The Smart Health Cards will be similar to debit cards for a 

certain amount. ‘FRUITS’ Portal 

• This portal is the first of its kind initiative in the country by the state government to 

collect and store data of the land details of farmers. 

• The portal is launched as a pilot project and soon will be expanded to other financial 

institutions. Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Bhumihin Majdur Nyay Yojana-- Chhattisgarh 

• The Chhattisgarh government launched the ‘Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Bhumihin Majdur Nyay 
Yojana’. 

• The scheme is launched for landless 

workers of the state. Three Online Applications 

Launched by DST 

• The Department of Science and Technology (DST) launched three online applications 

which will allow the users to purchase and download the products related to geospatial 

mapping online. 

• The applications will deliver geospatial data which is collected by the government 

and associated organisations to the people in a free and easy manner. 

    ‘Yuktdhara’-- New Geospatial Planning Portal 

• The portal is framed under Bhuvan ‘Yuktdhara’ and it will allow to plan of new 
MGNREGA assets 

through remote sensing and GIS data. 

• The portal will be integrating thematic layers and multi-temporal high-resolution earth 

observation data with the analysis tools. 

   Talent Search Campaign – Madhya Pradesh 

• The state government also aims to give training to these new talents in a total of 18 

sports academies of the state. 

• Therefore the CM of state, Shivraj Singh Chouhan has made an appeal to the youth 

having an interest in sports to register for the Talent Search Campaign. 

  ‘SUJALAM’ Campaign 

• The campaign was launched to create Open Defecation Free (ODF) plus villages by 

undertaking wastewater management at the village level. 

• It is a 100-day long campaign and is part of the ‘Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav’. 
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‘SAMRIDH’ Programme 

• The programme will support 300 IT-based startups for a duration of 6 months. 

• The programme aims to create 100 unicorns from the selected IT/Software based 

startups by offering them funds, mentor guidance and access to the markets. 

‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan’ Scheme-- Punjab 

• The MKMM scheme aims to support unemployed youth in refining their skill sets. 

• The scheme will help them to enhance their employability skills so that they can earn for 

their life. 

Defence 

36th CORPAT Exercise 

• India was represented by the Indian Naval Ship (INS) Saryu, which is an indigenously 

built Offshore Patrol Vessel. The Indonesian Navy was represented by Naval Ship KRI Bung 

Tomo. 

• The 36th edition of COPAT was conducted in non-contact, at sea only mode considering 

the pandemic COVID-19 norms. 

‘AL-MOHED AL-HINDI 2021’ Naval Exercise 

• The ‘AL-MOHED AL-HINDI 2021’ is the first naval exercise between the Indian Navy and 

Royal Saudi Naval Force that has commenced. 
• The exercise is being held to showcase the defence and military cooperation between India 

and Saudi Arabia. 

ISRO-NASA Joint Mission NISAR to be launched in 2023 

• The NISER mission aims to measure changes in the earth’s surface globally with the help 

of advanced radar images. 

• The mission is termed a dual-band (L-band and S-band) radar imaging mission. It is 

based on full polarimetric and interferometric modes of operation. 

‘Health QUEST Study’ 

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched the ‘Health QUEST Study’. 

• The Health ISRO Study will help to offer upgradation in healthcare systems and its 

standards in India in line with the quality standards of ISRO. 

‘Zayed Talwar Exercise 2021’ 

• UAE was represented by AES Al – Dhafra, which is a Baynunah class guided missile 

corvette and AS – 565B Panther helicopter. 

• Under the naval exercise, both the navies undertook tactical manoeuvres, over the 

horizon targeting, search and rescue operations and electronic warfare drills. 
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India’s First Drone Forensic Lab 

• It was inaugurated by Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan at the Kerala State Police 
CyberDome. 

• The lab and research centre will be a platform for keeping a tracking watch over 

unauthorized drones. 

Liberalised Drone Rules, 2021 

• These rules involved various paperwork, permissions for every drone flight, and very few 

‘free to fly’ green zones were available. 

• These rules were adopted by academia, Startups, end-users, and other stakeholders. For 

these rules, the GOI had received feedback and in this regard, the GOI decided to repeal 

the UAS Rules, 2021. 

India’s First ‘Quantum Computer Simulator (QSim) Toolkit’ 

• It is the first-of-its-kind toolkit developed to be the major tool of learning programming 

skills using Quantum Computers. 

• It is jointly developed by scientists and experts of IIT Roorkee, C-DAC, and IISc Bangalore. 

 

SUMMITS AND CONFERENCES 

   6th BRICS Counter Terrorism Working Group Meet 

• The meeting was held under the Chairship of Mahaveer Singhvi, Joint Secretary for 

Counter- Terrorism, Ministry of External Affairs of India. 

• The objective of the meeting was to finalize BRICS Counter 

Terrorism Action Plan. 

2nd Edition of IEEE- ICORT 2021 

• The event was organised by Integrated Test Range (ITR) Chandipur, a laboratory of Defence 
Research 

and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

• The IEEE-ICORT was inaugurated by Dr G Satheesh Reddy, Secretary, Department of 

Defence R&D and Chairman DRDO. 

    G20 Digital Ministers Meeting 2021 

• The Indian side was represented by Union Minister for Electronics and Information 

Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw. 

• The meeting was chaired by Giancarlo Giorgetti (Economic Development Minister of 
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Italy) and Vittorio Colao (Minister for Technological Innovation and Digital Transition of 

Italy). 

   28th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Foreign Ministers Meeting 

• Indian side represented the view on the Indo-Pacific perspective, terrorism threat, 

cybersecurity and maritime security. 

• India also discussed the importance of UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea) in maritime and cybersecurity domains. 

 8th Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the SCO 

• The Indian side was represented by Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju and Minister of 

State for Law & Justice, Prof SP Singh Baghel. 

• At the meeting, Union Minister Kiren Rijiju mentioned the initiatives taken by GOI to 

grant justice in an affordable and effective manner to the citizens of the country. 

PM Modi chaired UNSC Debate 

• India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) open debate through video conference. 

• The dignitaries discussed the measures to counter crime held in areas like maritime 

and assured to enhance partnership to strengthen maritime domain. 

IBSA Tourism Ministers Meeting 

• The meeting was organised to enhance cooperation in the tourism sector among IBSA 
nations. 

• The moto of the meeting was to overcome the negative impact of COVID-19 on the tourism 

sector. 

6th SCO Agriculture Ministers Meeting 

• The innovative technologies have been implemented into the lands to empower rural 

youth, farmers and farm women. 

• He also mentioned that during the pandemic, India’s Agri sector performed well. India’s 

food production has increased along with the export sector. 

11th Annual Meeting of FEMBoSA 

• The meeting was held under the theme of ‘Use of Technology in Elections’. 

• The FEMBoSA is a part of the democratic world and is a cooperative unit of association of 

election management bodies. It aims to enhance cooperation in respect of SAARC’s 

Election Management Bodies. 

5th BRICS Industry Ministers Meeting 

• The meeting observed the participation of Industry Ministers from BRICS Countries. 



 
56 

• The Indian side highlighted its efforts to use technology for good governance in order to 

have transparency and accountability. 

11th BRICS NSA Meeting 

• The 11th edition of the BRICS High Representatives Responsible for National Security 

meeting was held in a virtual manner. 

• The meeting was held to strengthen political-security cooperation among 

BRICS nations. 1st 

G20 Ministerial Conference on Women’s Empowerment 

• The first-ever G20 Ministerial Conference on Women’s Empowerment was held in a 

hybrid format in Santa Margherita Ligure, Italy. 

• The Indian delegation was led by Union Minister for Women and Child Development, 

Smriti Irani. 

11th Meeting of BRICS Agriculture Ministers Meet 

• The 11th Meeting of BRICS Agriculture Ministers Meeting was chaired by Union 

Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar. 

• The meeting was held under the theme of ‘BRICS Partnership for Strengthening Agro 

Biodiversity for Food and Nutrition Security’. 

India-ASEAN Engineering Partnership Summit 2021 

• The India-ASEAN Engineering Partnership Summit 2021 was inaugurated by Union 

Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Anupriya Patel. 

• It was the major platform to discuss the involvement of Indian industries in engineering 

trade and investments areas at the ASEAN level 

 

National News: 

‘Biotech-PRIDE Guidelines’ 

• The guidelines for ‘Biotech-PRIDE are developed by the Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 

• The guidelines will be implemented by the Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC) at 

Regional Centre or Biotechnology which is supported by DBT. 

112th Annual Day Celebrations of NCDC 

• At the event, Union Minister Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the Whole Genome 
Sequencing 
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National Reference Laboratory for Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and BSL 3 Laboratory. 

• The PG Hostel and Guesthouse was also inaugurated by the 

union minister. 

PhonePe launched UPI based AutoPay Function for MF SIP 

• The introduction of UPI based AutoPay functionality for MF SIP will help PhonePe to offer 

an excellent end-to-end customer experience. 

• The function of SIP through UPI AutoPay is available for all existing and new investors on 

the PhonePe app. 

‘Delhi@2047’ 

• The ‘Delhi@2047’ initiative aims to make Delhi a Global City by 2047. 

• Under this initiative, the partnership will be established among private sectors, CSR 

initiatives and philanthropic organisations. 

Bangladesh & Canada Joined CDRI 

• The CDRI is India’s initiative which was launched by PM Narendra Modi at the UN 

Climate Action Summit held in Sep 2019. 

• India’s External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar welcomed Bangladesh and Canada for 

joining CDRI.  

India partnered with Facebook 

• The initiative will improve children’s resilience so that they can access the digital world 

in a safe manner. 
• Both the entities will create awareness among the children so that they will access the 

online world 

in a safe manner. 

Arya Startup partnered with SBM Bank India 

• The partnership will provide customized financial solutions to the Agri traders and Agri 

entrepreneurs of India. 

• Both the entities will ensure to ease the finance lending process and offer financial support 
on time 

to the beneficiaries dealing in the Agri domain. 

‘Operation Blue Freedom’ 

• The expedition was flagged off from Dr Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi. 

• It consists of a team of people with disabilities who will reach Siachen Glacier under the 

expedition. 
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World’s 2nd largest ‘National Gene Bank’ 

• The World’s second-largest refurbished state-of-the-art National Gene Bank was 

inaugurated by Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar. 

• It was inaugurated at the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), 

Pusa, New Delhi. 

‘Small Business Loans Initiative’—Facebook India and Indifi 

• The initiative aims to provide quick access to business loans to the SMB owners, thus 

reducing the credit gap within India’s MSME sector. 

• The initiative is open to businesses registered across 200 cities and 

towns in India. 

Multiple projects Inaugurated in Somnath, Gujarat 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple 

projects in Somnath, Gujarat. 

• PM Modi inaugurated Somnath Promenade, which is developed under PRASHAD 

(Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive) Scheme. The total 

cost of Somnath Promenade is over Rs. 47 crore. 

‘Urja’—Chatbot of BPCL 

• The ‘Urja’ chatbot is an AI (Artificial Intelligence) enabled one which is launched to offer 

a seamless self-service experience to the customers. 

• BPCL has launched the ‘Urja’ chatbot under its Project Anubhav. 

‘NeoBolt’--India’s First Indigenous Motorized Wheelchair Vehicle 

• The ‘NeoBolt’ motorized wheelchair vehicle can be used on roads and even on uneven 
terrains areas. 

• It has a speed of 25 kmph max. It is available to the people at the price of 

approx. Rs 55000. 

Honda Cars India Ltd partnered with Canara Bank 

• They have partnered to provide retail finance schemes to customers of HCIL. 

• Due to this partnership, the customers of HCIL will be able to opt for easy finance features 

while purchasing the car models of Honda like Amaze, City, Jazz and WR-V. 

‘Forum for Decarbonizing Transport’ 

 

• The forum will be implemented by NITI Aayog as it is its implementing partner for India. 

• The forum aims to reduce the peak level of GHG emissions in the transport sector on the 

Asian continent. It aims to reduce it in line with a well below the 2-degree pathway. The 
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GHG emissions in the transport sector lead to the problems like congestion and air 

pollution. 

UP’s Ganga Expressway to Receive Loan from PNB 

• The ambitious Ganga Expressway project of Uttar Pradesh has received major support of 

funds from Punjab National Bank (PNB). 

• The PNB has sanctioned a loan of Rs 5100 crore to the state government 

for the same. 

Google Collaborated with Setu 

• The FDs through this beta version are of tenors like 7-29 days, 30-45 days, 46-90 days, 91-

180 days, 181-364 days, and 365 days. 

• The interest rates linked to these FDs will vary from 3.5% for the shortest FD to 6.35% for 

the FD with one year tenor. 

‘WEP Nxt’--- NITI Aayog and CISCO 

• The ‘WEP Nxt’ is the next phase of the Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP). 

• Under the ‘WEP Nxt’, Cisco’s technology and experience will be used to boost women's 

entrepreneurship in India. 

‘MANTHAN 2021’ Hackathon 

• The platform is a national-level Hackathon and aims to identify innovative concepts and 

technology solutions that will solve security challenges of the 21st century by intelligence 

agencies. 

• The hackathon aims to empower intelligence agencies. TN 

‘Bharat Series (BH-series)’ Registration Introduced 

• The Bharat Series (BH-series) mark for new vehicles will enable seamless transfer of 

personal vehicles across states in the country. 

• The vehicles which are having a BH series mark will not require the assignment of a new 

registration mark when the owner of the vehicle shifts from one state to another. 

New SC judges Took the Oath of Office in One Go 

• For the first time, it was observed that nine judges were sworn as the judges of the 

Supreme Court (SC) together. 

• Total nine new judges, including three women, took the oath of office as judges of the 

Supreme Court by Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V RRamana.                                     
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Sports 

➢ PV Sindhu bags bronze, beats He Bingjiao of China  

➢ Sri Lanka’s Isuru Udana announces retirement  

➢ Esteban Ocon won Hungarian GP 2021 

➢ USA beats Mexico 1-0 to won CONCACAF Gold Cup  

➢ Lovlina Borgohain won boxing bronze at Tokyo Olympics 

➢ India hockey team won bronze medal in Tokyo, first Olympic medal in hockey since 1980  

➢ Ravi Kumar Dahiya won silver in Men’s wrestling  

➢ Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award renamed as Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award  

➢ Neeraj Chopra won Olympic gold medal in Javelin throw  

➢ Bajrang Punia clinches bronze medal in men’s 65 kg wrestling at Tokyo Olympics 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

 

Days and Themes 

Date Day Theme 

1st August to 7th August 2021 World Breastfeeding Week (WBW) Theme: ‘Protect Breastfeeding: A 

Shared Responsibility’ 

6th August 2021 Hiroshima Day -- 

6th August 2021 34th Foundation Day of TRIFED 
(Tribal Co-operative Marketing 

Federation of India) 

-- 

7th August 2021 National Handloom Day -- 

9th August 2021 Nagasaki Day -- 

9th August 2021 International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples 

Theme: ‘Leaving no one behind: 

Indigenous peoples and the call for 

a new social contract’ 

Awards Awardee 

Maharashtra Bhushan Award 2021 Asha Bhosle 

Will Eisner Comic Industry Award as ‘Best 
Painter/Multimedia Artist (interior art)’ 

Anand Radhakrishnan 

Lokmanya Tilak National Award for 2021 Dr Cyrus Poonawalla 

‘IMC RBNQ Efficiency Excellence Trophy 2020’ Kasturba Hospital, Manipal 

Prof CR Rao Centenary Gold Medal (CGM) Jagdish Bhagwati and C Rangarajan 

National Science Foundation Innovation-Corps 
(NSF I- Corps) Teams Award in the US 

SoftWorthy 

National Youth Award by the Union Youth Affairs 
and Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur 

Mohammad Azam 
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10th August 2021 World Lion Day -- 

10th August 2021 World Biofuel Day -- 

12th August 2021 International Youth Day Theme: ‘Transforming Food 

Systems: Youth Innovation for 

Human and Planetary Health’ 

12th August 2021 World Elephant Day -- 

13th August 2021 International Left-Handers Day -- 

13th August 2021 World Organ Donation Day -- 

15th August 2021 75th Independence Day of India -- 

19th August 2021 World Photography Day -- 

19th August 2021 World Humanitarian Day Theme: #TheHumanRace: a global 
challenge for climate action in 
solidarity with people who need it 

the most 

20th August 2021 Akshay Urja Diwas (Renewable 

Energy Day) 

-- 

20th August 2021 World Mosquito Day Theme: Reaching the zero-malaria 

target 

20th August 2021 Sadbhavana Diwas -- 

21st August 2021 World Senior Citizen Day -- 

21st August 2021 International Day of Remembrance 

and Tribute to the Victims of 

Terrorism 

-- 

19th August to 25th August 2021 Sanskrit Week -- 

22nd August 2021 World Sanskrit Day -- 

22nd August 2021 International Day Commemorating 
the Victims of Acts of Violence 

Based on Religion or Belief 

-- 

23rd August 2021 International Day for the 

Remembrance of the Slave Trade 

and its Abolition 

-- 

23rd to 27th August 2021 World Water Week Theme: ‘Building Resilience Faster’ 

29th August 2021 International Day against Nuclear 

Tests 

-- 

29th August 2021 National Sports Day or Rashtriya 

Khel Divas 

-- 

30th August 2021 National Small Industry Day -- 

30th August 2021 International Day of the Victims of 

Enforced Disappearances 

-- 

31st August 2021 International Day for People of 

African Descent 

-- 
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Appointments 

              Name of the Person               Designation 

Vice Admiral SN Ghormade Vice Chief of Naval Staff 

Deepak Das Controller General of Accounts (CGA) 

Guido Bellido New Prime Minister of Peru 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing Prime Minister of Myanmar 

Priyanka Chopra Jonas Brand ambassador for Bvlgari 

Nikol Pashinyan Prime Minister of Armenia 

Lt Gen Tarun Kumar Chawla Director-General of Artillery 

Justice V M Kanade New Lokayukta of Maharashtra 

MS Dhoni Brand Ambassador for HomeLane 

Mini Ipe MD of Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) 

Prakash Chandra Non-Executive (Part-time) Chairman of RBL Bank 

Dr Dhriti Banerjee Director of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 

Ebrahim Raisi New President of Iran 

Anthony Heredia CEO of BOI AXA Investment Mangers Private Limited 

John Abraham Indian brand ambassador for MotoGP 

Rajiv Gauba Cabinet Secretary of India 

Rekha Sharma Chairperson of the National Commission for Woman 

(NCW) 

Vandana Kataria Brand Ambassador of Uttarakhand Department of 

Women Empowerment and Child Development 

Neeraj Chopra Brand Ambassador of RBI’s public awareness campaign to 

warn people against digital banking 
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frauds 

Mohammad Mokhber First Vice-President of Iran 

Kamlesh Kumar Pant New chairman of the National Pharmaceutical Pricing 

Authority (NPPA) 

Rajkummar Rao Brand Ambassador of Cashify 

BD Mishra Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 

Ganga Prasad Governor of Sikkim 

Narain Karthikeyan Brand Ambassador of JK Tyre & Industries Ltd 

Noopur Chaturvedi CEO of NPCI Bharat BillPay Ltd. 

Hakainde Hichilema President of Zambia 

P R Sreejesh Brand Ambassador of Adventure Tourism in Kerala 

Priyanka Chopra Jonas Chairperson of Jio MAMI (Mumbai Academy of 

Moving Image ) Film Festival 

Mirabai Chanu Brand Ambassador for Amway India 

Shanti Lal Jain MD and CEO of Indian Bank 

MS Dhoni Brand Ambassador of Neuberg Diagnostics 

NK Singh New President of the Institute of Economic Growth 

(IEG) Society 

Dr Tejendra M Bhasin Chairman of the Advisory Board for Banking and 

Financial Frauds (ABBFF) 

Ismail Sabri Yaakob New Prime Minister of Malaysia 

La. Ganesan New Governor of Manipur 

Nakul Chopra CEO of Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) 

Sunil Sethi To head the committee set up by GOI to work for 

doubling the production and quadrupling the exports in 
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the Handloom sector 

Sandeep Bakhshi MD & CEO of ICICI Bank by RBI 

Alia Bhat Brand Ambassador of Samsung India 

Pawandeep Rajan Brand Ambassador of Uttarakhand art, tourism and 

culture 

Ajay Kumar Executive Director of RBI 

Carol Furtado Interim CEO of Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 

Hitendra Dave CEO of HSBC Bank (India) 

Mansukh Mandaviya Chairperson of the Stop TB Partnership Board 

Sonu Sood Brand Ambassador of the Delhi government’s ‘Desh Ke 

Mentors’ programme 

Banwarilal Purohit Additional Charge of Governor of Punjab and 

Administrator of UT of Chandigarh 

Leander Paes Strategic Advisor and Brand Ambassador for India’s 

sports edtech startup named ‘Sporjo’ 

Amit Banerjee CMD of BEML (Bharat Earth Movers Limited) 
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