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Polity and Governance 

Article 244(A) of the Constitution 

Why in News? 

The demand for an autonomous state within Assam has been raised by some of the sections of the society in Assam 

under the provisions of Article 244A of the Constitution. 

 About Article 244A: 

• Article 244(A) allows for creation of an ‘autonomous state’ within Assam in certain tribal areas. 

• It also envisages creation of a local legislature or Council of Ministers or both to carry out local administration. 

• It was inserted into the Constitution by the Twenty-second Constitution Amendment Act, 1969. 

• Article 244(A) accounts for more autonomous powers to tribal areas than the Sixth Schedule. Among these the 

most important power is the control over law and order. 

How is it different from the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution? 

• The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution — Articles 244(2) and 275(1) — is a special provision that allows for 

greater political autonomy and decentralized governance. 

• It is applicable to certain tribal areas of the Northeast through autonomous councils that are administered by 

elected representatives. 

• Article 244(A) accounts for more autonomous powers to tribal areas. 

• In Autonomous Councils under the Sixth Schedule, they do not have jurisdiction of law and order. 

Sixth Schedule 

• The Sixth Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 
and Mizoram, according to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution. 

• Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of the tribal population through the 
formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC). 

• ADCs are bodies representing a district to which the Constitution has given varying degrees of autonomy within 
the state legislature. 

• The governors of these states are empowered to reorganize boundaries of the tribal areas. 

• In simpler terms, she or he can choose to include or exclude any area, increase or decrease the boundaries and 
unite two or more autonomous districts into one. 

• They can also alter or change the names of autonomous regions without separate legislation. 

 

Unique Land Parcel Identification Number 

Why in News? 

• The Central government plans to issue a 14-digit identification number to every plot of land in India within a 

year. 

Key Highlights: 

• It will subsequently integrate its land records database with revenue court records and bank records, and 

Aadhaar numbers on a voluntary basis.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/article-244-a-of-the-constitution
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unique-land-parcel-identification-number
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• The Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) scheme has been launched in 10 States in 2021 

• It will be rolled out across India by March 2022 

• It is being described as “the Aadhaar for land” — a number that would uniquely identify every surveyed parcel 

of land and prevent land fraud, especially in rural India 

• The identification will be based on the longitude and latitude of the land parcel, and is dependent on detailed 

surveys and geo-referenced cadastral maps. 

• This is the next step in the Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP), which began in 2008 

and has been extended several times as its scope grew. 

Maoist Attack in Sukma 

Why in News? 

A team of security forces was attacked by a People’s Liberation Guerilla Army (PLGA) unit in the Tarrem area near 

the Sukma-Bijapur district border, Chhattisgarh. Several security personnel were killed and many were injured. 

➢ There was intelligence that Maoists were going to assemble at Elmagunda village, which is dominated by 

the Peoples’ Liberation Guerrilla Army Battalion.  

➢ Accordingly, security forces, comprising District Reserve Guards, Special Task Force, numbering 500, were 

dispatched into the forests to deal with the emergent situation.  

 Key highlights the incident:  

• In retrospect, despite the intelligence, they did not encounter even one Maoist and began their journey back, in 

two groups, to their camps at Chintagufa and Burkapal, not more than six kilometres apart as the crow flies.  

• The smaller contingent, numbering 100, headed to Burkapal, encountered fire six kilometres from the base 

camp and they duly returned it.  

• The Maoists retreated and fired again and the security forces fired and followed till they had been lured into an 

open area in hilly terrain where the Maoists, some 350 of them, had the advantage of numbers, line of fire as 

well as height, a classic ambush.  

About the Sukma District: 

• Located in the southern tip of the state of Chhattisgarh, the district was carved out of Dantewada in the year 

2012. 

• It is covered with the semi-tropical forest and is a mainland of tribal community Gond. 

• One major river that flows through the district is Sabari (a tributary of Godavari River). 

• Over a few decades, this region has become a fostering ground for Left Wing Extremism (LWE) activities. 

• Uneven terrains and the tricky geographic locations made this region a safer hideout for the LWE activists. 

Left Wing Extremism in India: 

• Left-wing extremists, popularly known as Maoists worldwide and as Naxalites in India. 

• The term Naxalism derives its name from the village Naxalbari of West Bengal. It originated around 1967 as a 

rebellion against local landlords who bashed a peasant over a land dispute. 

• The rebellion was initiated in 1967, with an objective of rightful redistribution of the land to working peasants 

under the leadership of Kanu Sanyal and Jagan Santhal. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/maoist-attack-in-sukma
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➢ The movement has spread across the Eastern India in less developed areas of states such as Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 

➢ It is considered that Naxals support Maoist political sentiments and ideology 

Maoism is a form of communism developed by Mao Tse Tung. It is a doctrine to capture State power through a 

combination of armed insurgency, mass mobilization and strategic alliances. 

Reasons for Left Wing Extremism: 

Tribal Discontent: 

• The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 has been used to target tribals, who depend on forest produce for 

their living. 

• Massive displacement of tribal population in the naxalism-affected states due to development 

projects, mining operations and other reasons. 

• Easy Target for Maoists: Such people who do not have any source of living are taken into naxalism by 

Maoists. 

➢ Maoists provide arms and ammunition and money to such people. 

Gaps in the Socio-Economic system of the Country: 

• Government measures its success on the basis of the number of violent attacks rather than the development 

done in the naxal-affected areas. 

• Absence of strong technical intelligence to fight with naxalites. 

• Infrastructural problems, for instance, some villages are not yet connected properly with any communication 

network. 

➢ No Follow-Up from Administration: It is seen that even after police take hold of a region, administration 

fails to provide essential services to the people of that region. 

➢ Confusion over tackling naxalism as a social issue or as a security threat. 

Government Initiatives to Fight LWE: 

• Greyhounds: It was raised in 1989 as an elite anti-naxal force. 

• Operation Green Hunt: It was started in 2009-10 and massive deployment of security forces was done in the 

naxal-affected areas. 

• LWE Mobile Tower Project: To improve mobile connectivity in the LWE areas, the Government in 2014, 

approved installation of mobile towers in LWE affected States. 

• Aspirational Districts Programme: Launched in 2018, it aims to rapidly transform the districts that have shown 

relatively lesser progress in key social areas. 

• SAMADHAN: It stands for: 

➢ S- Smart Leadership, 

➢ Aggressive Strategy, 

➢ M- Motivation and Training, 

➢ Actionable Intelligence, 

➢ D- Dashboard Based KPIs (Key Performance Indicators) and KRAs (Key Result Areas), 

➢ H- Harnessing Technology, 

➢ Action plan for each Theatre, and 

➢ N- No access to Financing. 
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This doctrine is the one-stop solution for the LWE problem. It encompasses the entire strategy of government 

from short-term policy to long-term policy formulated at different levels. 

Way Forward 

• Though the number of incidents of LWE violence has come down in the recent past, continued efforts and 

focus are needed in eliminating such groups. 

• Government needs to ensure two things; security of the peace-loving people and the development of the 

naxalism-affected regions. 

• Centre and states should continue with their coordinated efforts in development and security both where 

Centre should play a supportive role with state police forces taking the lead. 

• Government needs to undertake technological solutions such as the use of drones to minimize loss of lives of 

security personnel. 

Acquittal by Benefit of Doubt 

Why in News? 

The Supreme Court has held that a public employer can reject a candidate as unsuitable if he/she had, in the past, 

been acquitted of a serious crime merely on the benefit of doubt. 

Background: 

• The Petitioner in the Supreme Court cleared the recruitment for the post of constable in Rajasthan Police 

Service. 

• However, he was not appointed in view of being tried in a criminal case. 

 

➢ It was found that, though he was acquitted, the charges against him were not of a trivial nature but were 

serious offences and the candidate was acquitted on the “Benefit of Doubt”. 

➢ He was not honourably acquitted by the Court. 

Supreme Court Observations: 

• The Supreme Court observes that acquittal in a criminal case does not automatically qualify a candidate for 

appointment to the post. 

• The person should be honorably acquitted of a heinous crime and not on the benefit of the doubt. Only then is a 

person considered eligible for public employment. 

• An honorable acquittal is when the accused is acquitted after full consideration of the evidence. Also, if the 

prosecution miserably fails to prove the charges leveled against the accused. 

• However, if this parameter is not met, the acquittal is based on the benefit of the doubt. 

• The present case can hardly fall under the category of an honorable acquittal. The witnesses had turned hostile. 

Hence, the appointment was rejected. 

National Rare Disease Policy 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has approved the National Rare Disease Policy 2021. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/acquittal-by-benefit-of-doubt
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-rare-disease-policy-2021
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➢ Caregivers to patients with ‘rare diseases’ and affiliated organisations are dissatisfied with the National Policy 

for Rare Diseases, 2021. 

➢ Though the document specifies increasing the government support for treating patients with a ‘rare disease’— 

from ₹15 lakh to ₹20 lakh — caregivers say this doesn’t reflect actual costs of treatment. 

About Rare Disease 

• WHO defines rare disease as often debilitating lifelong disease or disorder with a prevalence of 1 or less, per 

1000 population. However, different countries have their own definitions to suit their specific requirements and 

in context of their own population, health care system and resources. 

• India, like many other developing countries, currently has no standard definition of rare diseases and data on 

prevalence.  

• Since there is no epidemiological data, there are no figures on burden of rare diseases and morbidity and 

mortality associated with them.  

• To overcome this, a hospital based National Registry for Rare Diseases has been initiated by ICMR by involving 

centers across the Country that are involved in diagnosis and management of Rare Diseases. This will yield 

much needed epidemiological data for rare diseases. 

• So far only about 450 rare diseases have been recorded in India from tertiary care hospitals. The most common 

rare diseases include: 

➢ Haemophilia 

➢ Thalassemia 

➢ Sicklecell Anaemia 

➢ Primary Immuno Deficiency in children 

➢ auto-immune diseases 

➢ Lysosomal storage disorders such as Pompe disease, Hirschsprung disease, Gaucher’s disease, Cystic 

Fibrosis, Hemangiomas and 

➢ Certain forms of muscular dystrophies. 

Key Features of the Policy 

• A patient registry of rare diseases is to be constituted under ICMR (Indian Council of Medical Research). 

• According to the policy, rare diseases include genetic diseases, rare cancers, infectious tropical diseases, and 

degenerative diseases. 

• Under the policy, there are three categories of rare diseases — 

➢ Group 1: Disorders amenable to one-time curative treatment. 

➢ Group 2: Those requiring long term or lifelong treatment. 

➢ Group 3: Diseases for which definitive treatment is available but challenges are to make optimal patient 

selection for benefit, very high cost and lifelong therapy. 

• As per the policy, the assistance of Rs 15 lakh will be provided to patients suffering from rare diseases that 

require a one-time curative treatment under the ‘Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi Scheme’. The treatment will be 

limited to the beneficiaries of ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana’. 

• For diseases listed under Group 2, State Governments can consider supporting patients of such rare diseases 

that can be managed with special diets or hormonal supplements or other relatively low cost interventions. 

• Under the policy, certain medical institutes will be certified as Centre of Excellence for rare diseases. It 

includes AIIMS, New Delhi; Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of Medical Science, Lucknow; King Edward 

Medical Hospital, Mumbai and four others. 
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• There are certain diseases such as Hurler Syndrome, Gaucher’s disease, Wolman disease for which the annual 

treatment expenses may vary from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore. For such diseases, a digital platform is to be set up 

to raise donations and corporatefunding. 

• It proposes an inter-ministerial consultative committee is to be set up at national level. The committee will be 

led by MoHFW. 

• It also aims to create Administrative Committee that will develop guidelines to determine which rare diseases 

to fund. 

Concerns Raised: 

Lack of Sustainable Funding: 

• Unlike conditions under Group 1 and Group 2, patients with Group 3 disorders require sustainable treatment 

support. 

• In the absence of a sustainable funding support for Group 3 patients, the precious lives of all patients, mostly 

children, are now at risk and at the mercy of crowd funding. 

Lack of Drug Manufacturing: 

• Where drugs are available, they are prohibitively expensive, placing immense strain on resources. 

• Currently few pharmaceutical companies are manufacturing drugs for rare diseases globally and there are no 

domestic manufacturers in India except for those who make medical-grade food for those with metabolic 

disorders. 

Sankalp Se Siddhi: TRIFED 

 Why in News? 

The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) operating under Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

recently launched the “SANKALP SE SIDDHI”. 

 About Sankalp Se Siddhi  

• It is a hundred-day drive. The main aim of the drive is to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras located in tribal 

villages. 

• It aims to cover 1,500 villages in India in hundred days. 

• Around one hundred and fifty teams have been formed to roll out the drive. These teams will identify the 

locations for clustering them as TRIFOOOD and SFURTI units. 

• SFURTI is Scheme for Fund for the Regeneration of Traditional Industries. 

• TRIFOOD is a joint initiative of Ministry of Food Processing and TRIFED. It was launched in August 2020. The 

TRIFOOD parks will produce processed foods from minor forest produce and also from the food gathered by the 

tribal people in that region. 

About the plan 

After the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras are activated in the selected 1,500 villages, these kendras will work towards achieving 

Rs 200 crores of sales target. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sankalp-se-siddhi-trifed
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Van Dhan Vikas Kendras 

• The Van Dhan Vikas Kendras were established under the Van Dhan Yojana. The Government of India provides 

capacity building training and skill upgradation facilities for the tribal population in these Van Dhan Vikas 

Kendras. 

• A Van Dhan Vikas Kendra is formed by fifteen tribal Self-Help Groups. Each group consists of twenty artisans or 

tribal food gatherers. 

• The first Van Dhan Vikas Kendra was established in Bijapur district, Chhattisgarh. 

Tribal Issues 

According to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the following are the problems faced by the tribal population in India: 

• The tribal population in India has the largest number of anaemic women. 

• The mortality rates such as infant mortality rates and child mortality rates are the highest among the tribal 

population. 

• The Gross Enrolment Ratio among tribal students has declined from 113.2 in 2014 to 109.4 in 2016. The Gross 

Enrolment Ratio is used to determine the number of students enrolled in schools at different grade levels. 

• As of 2015, there has been a short fall of 1,267 primary health centres and 309 community health centres in 

the tribal areas. 

• Due to developmental projects, 85 lakh tribal people had to be rehabilitated. However, only 21 lakh tribal 

members have been rehabilitated so far. 

 

Tribunal Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Ordinance 2021 

Why in News? 

Recently, the President promulgated Tribunal Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Ordinance 

2021 through which the Appellate authorities under 9 laws have been replaced with High Courts. 

These laws are 

➢ Cinematograph Act; 

➢ Copyright Act; Customs Act; 

➢ Patents Act; 

➢ Airports Authority of India Act; 

➢ Trade Marks Act ; 

➢ Geographical Indications of Goods (registration and protection) Act; 

➢ Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights Act and 

➢ Control of National Highways (land and traffic) Act. 

• For example, in the Cinematograph Act, the appellate body will now be the High Court instead of the tribunal 

while the commercial court or the commercial divisions of the High Court will be the appellate body in the 

Copyright Act. 

• Similar changes will be made in the Patents Act, Customs Act and Trade Marks Act to vest the power of appeal in 

High Court. 
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Amendments in Finance Act 2017 

• Amendments have been introduced to the Finance Act 2017 involving the qualifications and tenure of the 

Chairperson and members of Tribunals. 

• The tenure of Chairperson of a Tribunal has been fixed for a term of four years or till the age of 70, whichever 

is earlier. 

• Members of a tribunal will also have a tenure of four years or until they turn 67. 

Anamaya: Tribal Health Collaborative 

Why in News? 

The Union Health and Family Welfare Minister recently launched the Tribal Health Collaborative called “Anamaya”. 

 Key Highlights: 

• It is a multi-stake holder initiative. 

• It was launched by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in collaboration with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

• The initiative will also be supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Piramal Foundation. 

• The main objective of the initiative is to enhance health and nutrition eco-system of tribal communities in India 

• The collaborative will set up the National Council on Tribal Health and a Tribal Health Cell to monitor the 

health care needs in tribal areas. 

• Also, Anamaya will implement the Tribal Health Action Plan. 

• It will converge efforts of government agencies and organizations to enhance the health and nutrition status 

of tribal communities in the country. 

• Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs together launched the 

Tribal Tuberculosis Initiative to fulfil the goal of “TB Mukt Bharat”, that is, “Tuberculosis Free India” by 2025. 

Need for the initiative 

The Abhay Bang Committee submitted a report on “Tribal Health in India”. The findings of the committee are as follows: 

• Child mortality halved among the tribal population in 26 years. It was 90 in 1988 and has reduced to 44 in 2014. 

• The Under-five mortality rate has declined from 135 in 1988 to 57 in 2014. 

• The prevalence of Tuberculosis in rest of India is 256 per 100,000 cases. However, in case of tribal population, it 

is 703 cases per 100,000. 

• One in four tribal adult suffers from hypertension. 

• The findings of the committee clearly shows that more care should be taken towards improving health of tribal 

population in India. 

Decriminalising Begging 

Why in News? 

Recently the Supreme Court has asked the Centre and four States to file their response on a plea seeking a direction 

to repeal the provisions criminalising begging. 

➢ It has been argued in the plea that a person, who is compelled to beg due to certain 

circumstances, cannot be faulted for his actions. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/anamaya-tribal-health-collaborative
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/decriminalising-begging
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➢ Recently, the Ministry of Railways has also proposed to decriminalise begging on trains or railway 

premises. 

Beggary in India 

• It is a problem associated with poverty and unemployment and is a social problem of great magnitude and 

grave concern in developing countries. 

• There is no central Act on beggary, many states and Union Territories have used the Bombay Act as the basis for 

their own laws. 

Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959: 

• The Bombay Act defines a “beggar” as anyone “having no visible means of subsistence, and wandering about or 

remaining in any public place in such condition or manner, as makes it likely that the person doing so exists by 

soliciting or receiving alms”. 

• “Begging” under the Act includes “soliciting or receiving alms in a public place, whether or not under any 

pretence of singing, dancing, fortune-telling, performing or offering any article for sale”. 

• The Act gives the police the power to arrest individuals without a warrant. It gives magistrates the power to 

commit them to a detention centre for up to three years on the commission of the first “offence”, and up to 10 

years upon the second “offence”. 

• The Act also authorises the detention of the family of the beggar and the separation of children over the age of 

five. 

• Certified institutions or detention centres have absolute power over detainees, including the power of 

punishment, and the power to exact “manual work”. Disobeying the rules of the institution can land an 

individual in jail. 

Way Forward: 

• The government should provide social security to everyone and ensure that all have basic facilities, as 

embedded in the Directives Principles of State Policy in the Constitution. 

• The Abolition of Begging and Rehabilitation of Beggars Bill 2018 should be passed to clear the arbitrary statute 

of beggary and finish the perils of the beggars. 

• Diagnosing the problem of begging and addressing the root causes will automatically lead to the solution of 

this problem. 

➢ The root cause is poverty, which has many structural reasons: no access to education, social 

protection, discrimination based on caste and ethnicity, landlessness, physical and mental challenges, 

and isolation. 

• The solution calls for a comprehensive programme and reorientation of the existing programmes. 

Philanthropic approach to the beggar problem should be replaced by therapeutic and rehabilitative work. 

• India as a nation needs to think for its begging population. With the nation aspiring to achieve world standards 

in every field socio-economic measures are needed to curb the begging problem in India. 
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Aahaar Kranti Mission 

Why in News? 

The Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan recently launched “Mission Aahaar Kranti”. The 

mission aims to spread the message of the importance of nutritionally balanced diet. It will also promote the 

importance of accessibility to local fruits and vegetables. 

About: 

• The initiative ‘Aahaar Kranti’ will focus on addressing the problem of hunger and diseases in abundance across 

India and the world. 

• The initiative will shine a light on the richness and value of India’s traditional diet, the miracles of local fruits 

and vegetables, and the healing powers of a balanced diet. 

• Organisations Involved: Pravasi Bharatiya Academic and Scientific Sampark (PRABHASS), Global Indian Scientists 

and Technocrats’ Forum (GIST), Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Vigyan Prasar (an autonomous body of the 

Department of Science and Technology) have come together to launch the mission ‘Aahaar Kranti’. 

• The motto of the Mission is “Uttam Aahaar- Uttam Vichaar or Good Diet-Good Cognition”. 

Malnutrition in India 

• According to UNICEF, India is at the tenth spot among countries with highest number of underweight children. 

Also, the organisation says that India is at the seventeenth spot among countries with highest number of 

stunted children. Both the problems of stunting and underweight are caused by malnutrition. 

• Malnutrition is the major contributing factor to one-third child deaths in the country. 

• According to the recent National Family Health Survey, the percentage of stunted children in 2015-16 was 

38.4%. The percentage of children wasted was 21%. Wasting is prevalent in Goa, Punjab, Karnataka, Sikkim, and 

Maharashtra. 

• More than half of Indian children are anemic. 

• Apart from children, 23% of women and 20% of men in the country are malnourished. 

Implementation Strategy: 

• The messages will be imparted through the curriculum in the form of `what’s and `why’s of nutrition, or 

through the forms of games or as instructions such as `how to’. 

• The content will be provided both online and offline, in all vernacular languages besides English and Hindi. 

• The programme will focus on training teachers, who, in turn, will pass on the message to the multitudes of 

students, and through them to their families and finally the society at large. 

Significance: 

• The United Nations (UN) has also declared 2021 as the International Year of Fruits and Vegetables, which vibes 

very well with Aahaar Kranti. 

• Further, it is in line with the UN sustainable goal 3 that emphasizes human well-being. 

• It will help in applying the rich knowledge of Ayurveda-based nutrition to practice. 

FASTag and Right to Freedom of Movement 

Why in News? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/aahaar-kranti-mission
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fastag-and-right-to-freedom-of-movement
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Recently, the Union government told the Bombay High Court that making FASTag mandatory for all vehicles does not 

breach a citizen’s fundamental right to freedom of movement in any way. 

Key Highlights: 

• A Public Interest Litigation was filed in the Court challenging the government’s decision to make FASTag, the 

electronic toll collection chip, mandatory for all vehicles at toll plazas on national highways. 

• The FASTag is a reloadable tag that allows automatic deduction of toll without having to stop for carrying out 

the cash transaction. 

•  The tag uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology and is fixed on the windscreen of the vehicle 

once active. 

• RFID is the use of radio waves to read and capture information stored on a tag attached to an object. 

• A tag can be read from up to several feet away and does not need to be within the direct line of sight of the 

reader to be tracked. 

• FASTag ensures seamless traffic movement, cut travel time short, and that all decisions had been taken in 

accordance with the Central Motor Vehicles (CMV) Rules. 

• Section 136A of the Motor Vehicles Amendment Act 2019 puts the responsibility on the Central Government to 

make rules for the electronic monitoring and enforcement of road safety. 

•  Legislating the establishment of robust electronic enforcement for traffic violations will result in a reduction in 

human intervention and the associated corruption. 

• A robust electronic enforcement system including speed cameras, closed-circuit televisions cameras, speed 

guns and such other technology will ensure violations being captured at a greater scale. 

•  However, such vehicles were required to pay twice the toll amount. 

•  The double user fees or penalties imposed on vehicles without FASTag on national highways were also in 

accordance with the National Highway Fee (determination of rates and collection) Rules, 2008. 

•  Entertaining such petitions would cause “irreparable loss” to the National Highways Authority of India. 

Right to Freedom of Movement 

• Right to Freedom of movement is guaranteed under Article 19 of the Indian Constitution. It entitles every 
citizen to move freely throughout the territory of the country. 

• This right is protected against only state action and not private individuals. Moreover, it is available only to the 
citizens and to shareholders of a company but not to foreigners or legal persons like companies or corporations, 
etc. 

• Restrictions on this freedom can only be imposed on two grounds which are mentioned in the Article 19 of 
the constitution itself, namely, the interests of the general public and the protection of interests of any 
scheduled tribe. 

➢ The entry of outsiders in tribal areas is restricted to protect the distinctive culture, language, customs 
and manners of scheduled tribes and to safeguard their traditional vocation and properties against 
exploitation. 

• The Supreme Court held that the freedom of movement of prostitutes can be restricted on the ground of 
public health and in the interest of public morals. 

• The freedom of movement has two dimensions, viz, internal (right to move inside the country) and external 
(right to move out of the country and right to come back to the country). 
 

➢ Article 19 protects only the first dimension. The second dimension is dealt by Article 21 (right to life and 
personal liberty). 
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                                                        Economics 

4% Inflation Target Retained by Government 

Why in News? 

The Government of India has decided to retain the inflation target of 4%, with a tolerance band of +/- 2 percentage 

points for the Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for the coming five years. 

➢ Earlier, the RBI in its Currency and Finance (RCF) report for the year 2020-21 also recommended the inflation 

target to be kept same as 4% +/-2% for next 5 years. 

Inflation Targetting  

• Inflation targeting refers to keeping the inflation rate within the permissible band to ensure the certainty for 

carrying out investment activities. 

• The agreement between the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the central government signed in February 2015. 

The agreement explicitly made inflation targeting the objective of the MPC while using the repo rate as the 

instrument for it. 

• The Reserve Bank’s MPC was given the target of keeping inflation at 4% with a tolerance limit of 2%. This 

meant that inflation should be between 2% and 6%. 

About MPC (Monetary Policy Committee) 

• The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a committee of the Central Bank of India (Reserve Bank of India). The 

RBI Governor heads it. 

• The Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (RBI Act) was amended by the Finance Act, 2016. 

• It provided for a statutory and institutionalized framework for a Monetary Policy Committee. MPC maintains 

price stability while keeping in mind the objective of growth. 

• The function of MPC is to fix the benchmark policy interest rate (repo rate) to contain inflation within the 

specified target level i.e. inflation targeting. 

Startup India Seed Fund Scheme 

Why in News? 

Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) has been approved for the period of next four years starting from 2021-22.  

➢ The scheme was announced during the Prarambh: the ‘Startup India International Summit’. Which marks the 5-

year anniversary of the Startup India initiative. 

About the SISF Scheme 

• The Scheme aims to provide financial assistance to startups at the very initial stage of their project 

• It has been approved for a time period of four years, starting from 2021-22 

• Rs. 945 Crore corpus will be divided over the next 4 years for providing seed funding to eligible startups 

through eligible incubators across India 

• It is expected that the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme shall help over 3600 startups in the country 

• This scheme is in line with the Atmanirbhar Bharat Campaign launched in May 2020 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/4-inflation-target-retained-by-government
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/startup-india-seed-fund-scheme
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• Seed Fund to an eligible startup by the incubator shall be disbursed as follows: 

 

➢ Up to Rs. 20 Lakhs as a grant for validation of Proof of Concept, or prototype development, or product 

trials 

➢ Up to Rs. 50 Lakhs of investment for market entry, commercialisation, or scaling up through convertible 

debentures or debt or debt-linked instruments 

What is Seed Funding? 

• Seed funding or seed-stage funding is a very early investment which aims at helping a business grow and 

generating its own capital. 

• Also referred to as seed money or seed capital, investors often get an equity stake in exchange for the capital 

invested. 

• The investors can themselves be the founders and use their savings as seed money for their new company — 

also known as bootstrapping. 

Implementation: 

 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) constituted An Experts Advisory Committee 

(EAC).  This will be responsible for the overall execution and monitoring of the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme. 

Significance of the scheme: 

The SISFS scheme will help startups in: 

• Secure seed funding 

• Inspire innovation 

• Support transformative ideas 

• Facilitate implementation and 

• Start startup revolution. 

The Scheme will also create a robust startup ecosystem particularly in Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns of India. These towns 

lack adequate funding facilities for startups. 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

• The department was earlier called Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion and was renamed as DPIIT in 
January, 2019. 

• It comes under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

• In 2018, matters related to e-commerce were transferred to the Department and in 2019, the Department was 
given charge for matters related to Internal Trade, welfare of traders and their employees and Startups. 

• The role of DPIIT is to promote/accelerate industrial development of the country by facilitating investment in 
new and upcoming technology, foreign direct investment and support balanced development of industries. 

• Major engagements of DPIIT: 
➢ Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking of states, 
➢ Industrial Corridors, 
➢ Invest India, 
➢ Make in India initiative, etc. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ease-of-doing-business-rankings-of-the-states-dpiit
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/industrial-corridors-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/united-nations-investment-promotion-award-2020
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/assessment-of-make-in-india


 

15 

Subsidy Policy for Urea Produced from Coal Gasification 

Why in News? 

The Cabinet has approved an exclusive subsidy policy for urea produced through coal gasification by Talcher Fertilizers 

Limited (TFL). 

Key Highlights: 

• Considering the strategic energy security and urea self-sufficiency of India and looking into vast coal reserves, it 

has been decided to go ahead with TFL plant based on coal gasification technology. 

• The project shall improve availability of fertilizer to farmers thereby boosting development of eastern region 

and will save transport subsidy for supply of urea in the region. 

• It would assist in reducing Urea imports to the tune of 12.7 LMT per annum leading to savings in foreign 

exchange. 

About Talcher Fertilizers Ltd. (TFL): 

Talcher Fertilizers Ltd. (TFL) is a Joint Venture Company of four PSUs namely Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers (RCF), 

GAIL (India) Ltd. (GAIL), Coal India Ltd. (CIL) and Fertilizer Corporation of India Ltd. (FCIL) which was incorporated on 

13th November, 2015. 

 

Coal Gasification: 

Coal gasification is the process of converting coal into synthesis gas (also called syngas), which is a mixture of 

hydrogen (H2), carbon monoxide (CO) and carbon dioxide (CO2). 

➢ The syngas can be used in a variety of applications such as in the production of electricity and making 

chemical products, such as fertilisers. 

➢ The hydrogen obtained from coal gasification can be used for various purposes such as making ammonia, 

powering a hydrogen economy. 

• The ammonia is reacted with the carbon dioxide to produce urea melt. 

• In-situ gasification of coal–or Underground Coal Gasification (UCG)–is the technique of converting coal into 

gas while it is still in the seam and then extracting it through wells. 

• India has set the target that by 2030 it will gasify 100 million tonne of coal under four major projects with an 

overall investment of Rs. 20,000 crore. 

India’s Falling Crude Oil & Natural Gas Production 

Why in News? 

According to the latest government data India's crude oil production and natural gas output declined in the Financial 

Year (FY) 2020-2021. 

➢ India’s crude oil and natural gas production have been falling consistently since 2011-12 with Covid-19 related 

delays are among the key reasons cited by producers behind lower production. 

    Reasons for falling oil and gas production 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/subsidy-policy-for-urea-produced-from-coal-gasification
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-s-falling-crude-oil-natural-gas-production
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• The experts have noted that most of India’s crude oil and natural gas production comes from ageing wells that 

have become less productive over time. 

• There was no more easy oil and gas available in India and producers would have to invest in extracting oil and 

gas using technologically intensive means from more difficult fields such as ultra-deep water fields. 

• The experts noted that the interest from foreign payers in oil and gas exploration in India had been low. 

• The crude oil production in India is dominated by two major state-owned exploration and production 

companies, ONGC and Oil India. 

Reasons for lack of private participation in India’s oil and gas production 

• The experts believe that the low private participation in India’s upstream oil and gas sector is mainly due 

to delays in the operationalisation of hydrocarbon blocks. 

• It is due to delays in major clearances including environmental clearances and approval by the regulator of 

field development plans that make private players reluctant to participate in oil and gas production. 

• The industry players have been calling for a reduction in the cess on domestically produced crude oil to 10 per 

cent from the current 20 per cent. 

• The internal maximum production levels set by oil and gas majors to address climate change had also lowered 

interest by oil majors to expand operations in India. 

 Suggestionsto increase oil and gas production 

• ONGC should boost its investments in explorations and increase tie-ups with foreign players. 

• Producers should be provided enough technological support in extracting oil and gas from difficult oil and gas 

fields. 

• The government should make the current system of auction and regulation more open and transparent than 

before and also convey this to foreign players. 

• Also, it should provide fiscal incentives to attract foreign players to India’s upstream sector. 

• The Cess on domestically produced crude oil should be reduced so that the sector sees more private sector 

involvement. 

• Efforts should be fastened in boosting oil and gas production under the government's Aatmanirbhar Bharat 

initiative, which aims to boost the use of natural gas in India’s primary energy mix from the current 6.2 per cent 

to 15 per cent by 2030. 

➢ The Indian energy consumption basket is primarily dominated by Coal and Crude Oil. 

Impact of low oil and gas production 

• The low domestic production of crude oil and natural gas makes India more reliant on imports. 

• It increases the India’s Current Account Deficit as well as Fiscal deficit due to heavy dependence on imports. 

• The share of imports as a proportion of overall crude oil consumption in India has risen from 81.8 per cent in 

FY2012 to 87.6 per cent in FY2020. 

 AIM-PRIME 

Why in News? 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog launched AIM-PRIME (Program for Researchers on Innovations, Market-

Readiness & Entrepreneurship), an initiative to promote and support science-based deep-tech start-ups & ventures 

across India. 



 

17 

 Key Highlights: 

• In this regard, AIM has joined hands with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) to launch this nationwide 

program which will be implemented by Venture Center - a non-profit technology business incubator. 

• The first cohort of the program is open to technology developers (early-stage deep tech start-ups, and 

scientists/ engineers/ clinicians) with strong science-based deep tech business ideas. 

• The program is also open to CEOs and Senior incubation managers of AIM Funded Atal Incubation Centers that 

are supporting deep tech entrepreneurs. Deep technology is an outcome of very intense research and 

development (R&D) with high knowledge content. 

• The benefits of this program are aimed at addressing specific issues through training and guidance over a 

period of 12 months. 

Atal Innovation Mission 
AIM is Government of India’s flagship initiative to promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
country. 
Objective: 

• To develop new programmes and policies for fostering innovation in different sectors of the economy, provide 
platform and collaboration opportunities for different stakeholders, create awareness and create an umbrella 
structure to oversee the innovation ecosystem of the country. 

Major Achievement: 

• AIM’s initiatives have played an important contributory role in the advancement of India from a position 
of 81 in the Global Innovation Index in 2015 to a position of 48 in 2020. 

 

 

Ways and Means Advance 

Why in News? 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to continue with the existing interim Ways and Means Advances 

(WMA) scheme limit of Rs. 51,560 crore for all States/UTs upto September 2021, given the prevalence of Covid-19. 

About Ways and Means Advances: 

• The RBI gives temporary loan facilities to the centre and state governments as a banker to the government.  

This temporary loan facility is called WMA. 

• It is a mechanism to provide to States to help them tide over temporary mismatches in the cash flow of their 

receipts and payments. 

• It was introduced on April 1, 1997, after putting an end to the four-decade-old system of adhoc (temporary) 

Treasury Bills to finance the Central Government deficit. 

• Under Section 17(5) of RBI Act, 1934, the RBI provides Ways and Means Advances (WMA) to the central and 

State/UT governments. 

How is WMA availed? 

• This facility can be availed by the government if it needs immediate cash from the RBI. 

• The WMA is to be vacated after 90 days. 

• The interest rate for WMA is currently charged at the repo rate. 

• The limits for WMA are mutually decided by the RBI and the Government of India. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ways-and-means-advance
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Types of WMA 

There are two types of WMA  

➢ Normal  

➢ Special  

• Special WMA or Special Drawing Facility is provided against the collateral of the government securities held by 

the state. 

• After the state has exhausted the limit of SDF, it gets normal WMA. The interest rate for SDF is one 

percentage point less than the repo rate. 

• The number of loans under normal WMA is based on a three-year average of actual revenue and capital 

expenditure of the state. 

Significance: 

• The cash flow problems of States have been aggravated by the impact of Covid-19, thus many States are in 

need of immediate and large financial resources to deal with challenges, including medical testing, screening 

and providing income and food security to the needy. 

• WMA can be an alternative to raising longer-tenure funds from the markets, issue of State government 

securities (State development loans) or borrowing from financial institutions for short-term funding. WMA 

funding is much cheaper than borrowings from markets. 

 

PowerGrid Infrastructure Investment Trust 

Why in News? 

The Power Grid Corporation of India (PGCIL) launched its Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) - PowerGrid 

Infrastructure Investment Trust (PGInvIT). 

About (PGInvIT): 

• It is the first infrastructure investment trust (InvIT) to be launched by a public sector company. 

• It has offered a price band of Rs 99-100 per unit for the public issue. 

• The InvIT will raise Rs 4993 crore as fresh issuance and PGCIL is also providing an offer for sale (OFS) of Rs 2742 

crore of existing units. 

• It owns, construct, operate, maintain and invest in power transmission assets in India. 

• It is registered with Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) as an InvIT. 

• The Units of POWERGRID InvIT are proposed to be listed on BSE Limited (BSE) and National Stock Exchange of 

India Limited (NSE). 

• It will be the third InvIT after IRB InvIT and India Grid Trust to be listed in India. 

Significance of Power Grid Infrastructure Investment Trust (PGInvIT) 

• The net proceeds will be used to provide loans to the initial portfolio assets for repayment or pre-payment of 

their debt. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/powergrid-infrastructure-investment-trust


 

19 

• The government has allowed Power Grid to monetise its other TBCB subsidiaries through the InvIT route, 

which are under construction or will be acquired by it in the future.” 

• It would help PGCIL to monetise in the first lot, assets with gross block value of more than Rs 7,000 crore. 

• The proceeds from the asset monetisation would be deployed by PGCIL in their new and under-construction 

projects. 

About Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT): 

• It is a collective investment scheme similar to a mutual fund, which enables direct investment of money 

from individual and institutional investors in infrastructure projects to earn a small portion of the income as 

return. 

• InvITs can be treated as the modified version of REITs (real estate investment trusts) designed to suit the 

specific circumstances of the infrastructure sector. 

• It is created to hold income-generating and operational infrastructure assets such as roads, power transmission 

lines, gas pipelines, etc. 

 

➢ These assets have long-term contracts with strong counterparties that provide a steady cash flow over the 

long term – typically 15-20 years. 

• The InvITs are regulated by the SEBI (Infrastructure Investment Trusts) Regulations, 2014. 

• An InvIT consists of four elements: 

 

➢ Trustee has the responsibility of inspecting the performance of an InvIT. 

➢ Sponsor(s) are promoters of the company that set up the InvIT. 

➢ Investment Manager is entrusted with the task of supervising the assets and investments of the InvIT. 

➢ Project Manager is responsible for the execution of the project. 

• Units of InvITs can be listed and traded on a stock exchange, providing them liquidity. 

 

➢ Or they can be private and unlisted, in which case they are not publicly traded and largely invested in by 

institutional investors. 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 

Why in News? 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund has crossed the eight thousand crore mark. The investment will give a boost to several 

agricultural projects which will unlock value for farmers across the country. 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF): 

• It is a Central Sector Scheme meant for setting up storage and processing facilities, which will help farmers, get 

higher prices for their crops. 

• It will support farmers, PACS, FPOs, Agri-entrepreneurs, etc. in building community farming assets and post-

harvest agriculture infrastructure. 

• These assets will enable farmers to get greater value for their produce as they will be able to store and sell at 

higher prices, reduce wastage and increase processing and value addition. 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund Objectives 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/agriculture-infrastructure-fund-1
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The primary objective of the scheme is to provide financial support for agriculture entrepreneurs to improve agriculture 

infrastructure in India.  

Objectives for Farmers 

• Increase value realization by allowing farmers to sell directly to a larger base of consumers because of improved 

marketing infrastructure. 

• Reduced post-harvest losses and a smaller number of intermediaries because of investment in logistics 

infrastructure. This will make farmers more independent and give them better access to markets. 

• Improved realisation because of modern packaging and cold storage system access, since farmers would be able 

to decide when to sell. 

• Community farming assets for improved productivity and optimization of inputs will result in substantial 

savings. 

Objectives for Government 

• Direct priority sector lending in the currently unviable projects by supporting through interest subvention, 

incentive and credit guarantee. This will boost innovation and private sector investment in agriculture. 

• Due to improvements in post-harvest infrastructure, the government will further be able to reduce national 

food wastage percentage thereby enabling the agriculture sector to become competitive with current global 

levels. 

• Structure viable PPP projects for attracting investment in agriculture infrastructure. 

Objectives for Agri Entrepreneurs and Startups: 

• Push for innovation in the agriculture sector using new technologies such as AI, IoT, etc. 

• Improve avenues for collaboration between entrepreneurs and farmers. 

Objectives for the Banking Ecosystem 

• With Credit Guarantee, incentive and interest subvention, lending institutions will be able to lend with a 

lower risk. 

• A greater role for cooperative banks and regional rural banks (RRBs) through refinance facilities. 

Objectives for Consumers 

• A larger share of the produce will reach the market and therefore, consumers will be able to benefit from 

better quality and prices. 

Central Sector Scheme 

• These schemes are 100% funded by the Central government. 

• Implemented by the Central Government machinery. 

• Formulated on subjects mainly from the Union List. 

• E.g.: Bharatnet, Namami Gange-National Ganga Plan, etc. 
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India and world 

Global Gender Gap Report 2021: WEF 

Why in News? 

India has slipped 28 places to rank 140th among 156 countries in the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap 

Report 2021, becoming the third-worst performer in South Asia. 

 About Global Gender Gap Index: 

• The report is annually published by the World Economic Forum (WEF). 

• It benchmarks countries on their progress towards gender parity in four dimensions:  

➢ Economic Participation and Opportunity 

➢ Educational Attainment 

➢ Health and Survival  

➢ Political Empowerment. 

• The report aims to serve “as a compass to track progress on relative gaps between women and men on health, 

education, economy and politics”. 

 Key Highlights of the 2021 report: 

• Iceland, for the 12th time, has topped the index.  

• The five countries that are the most-improved countries in 2021 are: 

➢ Lithuania 

➢ Serbia 

➢ Timor-Leste, 

➢ Togo 

➢ United Arab Emirates 

• Three countries have been assessed for the first time in Global Gender Gap Index: 

➢ Afghanistan – It is at the bottom of the index ranking 2021 with 156th rank.  

➢ Guyana – It ranked 53rd. 

➢ Niger – It ranked 138th.  

Indian prospects 

• According to the report, India has closed 62.5% of its gender gap to date. 

• Economic participation: India’s gender gap on this dimension widened by 3% this year, leading to a 32.6% gap 

closed to date. 

• Political empowerment: India regressed 13.5 percentage points, with a significant decline in the number of 

women ministers. 

• Income: Further, the estimated earned income of women in India is only one-fifth of men’s, which puts the 

country among the bottom 10 globally on this indicator. 

• Health: Discrimination against women is also reflected in the health and survival subindex statistics. With 93.7% 

of this gap closed to date, India ranks among the bottom five countries in this subindex. 

• Violence: Wide gaps in sex ratio at birth are due to the high incidence of gender-based sex-selective practices. In 

addition, more than one in four women has faced intimate violence in her lifetime, the report said. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-gender-gap-report-2021-wef
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World Economic Forum 

• The World Economic Forum is the International Organization for Public-Private Cooperation. 

• It was established in 1971 as a not-for-profit foundation and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It is 
independent, impartial and not tied to any special interests. 

• The Forum strives in all its efforts to demonstrate entrepreneurship in the global public interest while 
upholding the highest standards of governance. 

• Some major reports published by WEF are: 
 
➢ Energy Transition Index 
➢ Global Competitiveness Report. 
➢ Global IT Report 

 

• WEF along with INSEAD, and Cornell University publishes this report. 
➢ Global Gender Gap Report. 
➢ Global Risk Report. 
➢ Global Travel and Tourism Report. 

 

 

China-Iran Strategic Cooperation Pact 

Why in News? 

China and Iran recently signed what was described as a 25-year “strategic cooperation pact”, during Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi’s on-going six-nation tour to West Asia. 

➢ The deal, which has been in the works for five years, was signed between Mr. Wang and his Iranian counterpart 

Javad Zarif.  

Key Highlights 

• The agreement comes amid a major push from China to back Iran, which counts on Beijing as its largest trading 

partner, as it deals with the continuing weight of sanctions reinstated following then U.S. President Donald 

Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Iranian nuclear deal. 

• Earlier this week, China and Russia called for the U.S. to “unconditionally return to the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA) as soon as possible and revoke the unilateral sanctions against Iran” as their Foreign 

Ministers met in China. In this context, they proposed “the establishment of a regional security dialogue 

platform to converge a new consensus on resolving the security concerns of countries in the region.” 

• Chinese and U.S. officials also held talks on the Iran nuclear deal. Vice Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu, who held a 

phone conversation with U.S. Special Envoy for Iran Robert Malley, said that with “new changes in the Iranian 

nuclear situation, all parties need to increase the sense of urgency” and “the U.S. side should take concrete 

actions as soon as possible and both the U.S. and Iran need to meet each other half-way for the latter’s return to 

compliance at an early date”. 

• While details of the new 25-year pact were not immediately available, it includes “political, strategic and 

economic” components, quoting Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh as saying “this 

document can be very effective in deepening” relations and would establish a blueprint for “reciprocal 

investments in the fields of transport, ports, energy, industry and services.” 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/china-iran-strategic-cooperation-pact
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China's Growing Role in the Middle East 

• Iran relies on China as its largest trading partner. 

• Chinese foreign minister, in his recent visit to West Asian nations, proposed a five-point initiative for achieving 

security and stability in the Middle East, advocating "mutual respect, upholding equity and justice, achieving 

non-proliferation, jointly fostering collective security, and accelerating development cooperation.” 

• Earlier, China and Russia called for the US to unconditionally return to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA) as soon as possible and revoke the unilateral sanctions against Iran. 

➢ In this context, they proposed "the establishment of a regional security dialogue platform to converge a new 

consensus on resolving the security concerns of countries in the region.” 

India's Concerns: 

• Military Partnership: China is also concluding a security and military partnership with Iran. 

➢ China calls for “joint training and exercises, joint research and weapons development and intelligence 

sharing” to fight “the lopsided battle with terrorism, drug and human trafficking and cross-border crimes”. 

➢ The sizable Chinese investments in Iranian ports development may eventually be turned into permanent 

military access arrangements with Iran. 

• Strategic Stakes Around the Chabahar Port: With a growing Chinese presence in Iran, India is concerned about 

its strategic stakes around the Chabahar port project that it has been developing. 

 

➢ The port is close to Gwadar port in Pakistan, which is being developed by China as part of its China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor that links it to the Indian Ocean through BRI. 

• Geopolitical Rivalry: India finds itself caught in the geopolitical rivalry between the US & China over Iran. 

 

➢ India’s dilemma also stems from the fact that robust support from the US is essential when it is locked in a 

border stand-off with China. 

• Impact on Relationship with Other Countries: Growing Chinese footsteps in Iran will have a long-lasting impact 

on India’s relationship with not only Iran but also on Afghanistan and Central Asian nations. 

 

World Cities Culture Forum 

Why in News? 

The Delhi CM will represent Delhi and India at the World Cities Cultural Forum. 

➢ The date for this year’s annual summit is yet to be announced on the forum’s website. 

About World Cities Cultural Forum: 

• The World Cities Culture Forum got established in London in 2012. Eight cities are its member (London, New 

York City, Tokyo, Shanghai, Paris, Istanbul, Sydney and Johannesburg). 

• Organized by: It is an initiative of the Mayor of London. BOP consulting, a specialist consulting firm, is organising 

and coordinating it. 

• Purpose: The forum provides a way for policymakers to share research and intelligence. Further, they can 

explore the vital role of culture in their future prosperity. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-cities-culture-forum
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• Participating Cities: The forum now has 43 participating member cities. Delhi has been invited this year, but it is 

not a part of member cities. 

World Cities Cultural Forum Summit: 

• Each year, members of the World Cities Culture Forum meet at the World Cities Culture Summit. 

• The member cities host the summit on a rotating basis. Deputy Mayors for Culture and Heads of Culture from 

the member cities attend it. 

• The theme for 2021: The Future of Culture. 

World Cities Culture Report: Delhi will also be part of the World Cities Culture Report - the most comprehensive global 

dataset on culture in cities. 

➢ It is published by the forum every three years, with data and details on innovative projects from cities across the 

world. The last report was published in 2018. 

 

World Population Report 2021: UNFPA 

Why in News? 

The United Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) Flagship State of World Population Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My 

Own’ was recently launched. 

Key findings: 

• The focus of the Report: Bodily autonomy is the first time the focus of the report. Bodily autonomy defined as 

the power and agency to make choices about your body without fear of violence or having someone else decide 

for you. 

• Examples of Violation of Bodily Autonomy: Some examples of violation of bodily autonomy include: 

➢ child marriage 

➢ female genital mutilation 

➢ lack of contraceptive choices leading to unplanned pregnancy, 

➢ unwanted sex exchanged for a home and food 

➢ When people with diverse sexual orientations and gender identities cannot walk down a street without 

fear of assault or humiliation. 

• Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to make decisions regarding their 

bodies, including using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their sexuality. 

•  Choices over Health Care: In countries where data is available, only 55% of women are fully empowered to 

make choices over healthcare, contraception and the ability to say yes or no to sex. It also highlights that only 

75% of countries legally ensure full and equal access to contraception. 

• Maternity Care: Only 71% of countries guarantee access to overall maternity care 

• Access to Contraception: Only 75% of countries legally ensure full, equal access to contraception. 

• Sexual health: Only about 80% of countries have laws supporting sexual health and well-being. 

• Sexuality Education: Only about 56% of countries have laws and policies supporting comprehensive sexuality 

education. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-population-report-2021-unfpa
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• Under its ambit also fall people with disabilities stripped of their rights to self-determination, to be free from 

violence and to enjoy a safe and satisfying sexual life. 

• Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily autonomy with the COVID-19 pandemic 

further exacerbating this situation. 

Indian scenario 

• In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015-2016), only about 12% of currently married women (15-49 years of age) 

independently make decisions about their own healthcare, while 63% decide in consultation with their spouse. 

• For a quarter of women (23%), it is the spouse that mainly takes decisions about healthcare. 

• Only 8% of currently married women (15-49 years) take decisions on the use of contraception independently, 

while 83% decide jointly with their spouse. 

• Information provided to women about the use of contraception is also limited — only 47% of women using a 

contraceptive were informed about the side effects of the method, and 54% of women were provided 

information about other contraceptives. 

About United Nations Population Fund: 

• It is a subsidiary organ of the UN General Assembly and works as a sexual and reproductive health agency. 

• The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) establish its mandate. 

• It was established as a trust fund in 1967 and began operations in 1969. 

• In 1987, it was officially renamed the United Nations Population Fund but the original abbreviation, ‘UNFPA’ 
for the United Nations Fund for Population Activities was retained. 

Objective: 

• UNFPA works directly to tackle Sustainable Development Goals on health (SDG3), education (SDG4) and gender 
equality (SDG5). 

Fund: 

• UNFPA is not supported by the UN budget, instead, it is entirely supported by voluntary contributions of 
donor governments, intergovernmental organizations, the private sector, foundations and individuals. 

 
 

Britain Considering New Digital Currency Britcoin 

Why in News? 

British finance minister Rishi Sunak told the Bank of England to look at the case for a new "Britcoin", or central bank-

backed digital currency, aimed at tackling some of the challenges posed by cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin. 

➢ A BoE-backed digital version of sterling would potentially allow businesses and consumers to hold accounts 

directly with the bank and to sidestep others when making payments, upending the lenders' role in the 

financial system. 

About Britcoin: 

• In the wake of declining cash payments in the country partly due to the Corona pandemic, the Bank of England 

and the Treasury are considering creating Digital Currency. 

• The Digital currency, if passed, would exist alongside cash and bank deposits and act as a new form of 

money to be used by households and businesses in England. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/britain-considering-new-digital-currency-britcoin
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• It would sit at the interface between cash and private payments systems and would not necessarily be based 

on distributed ledger technology. 

• This ‘britcoin’ would be tied to the value of the pound to eliminate holding it as an asset to derive profit. 

• The move could have an economic impact in the form of wider investment into the UK tech sector and lower 

transaction costs for international businesses. 

• Britain’s digital currency would be different in a key sense as if passed; it would be issued by state authorities. 

➢ Currently, only the Bahamas has such a currency, though China is trialing it in several cities. 

About Digital Currency: 

• Digital currency is a form of currency that is available only in digital or electronic form, and not in physical 

form. It is also called digital money, electronic money, electronic currency, or cyber cash. 

• Digital currencies are currencies that are only accessible with computers or mobile phones, as they only 

exist in electronic form. 

• Since digital currencies require no intermediary, they are often the cheapest method to trade currencies. 

• All crypto currencies are digital currencies, but not all digital currencies are crypto. 

• Digital currencies are stable and are traded with the markets, whereas cryptocurrencies are traded via 

consumer sentiment and psychological triggers in price movement. 

Central Bank Digital Currency: 

• A central bank digital currency (CBDC) uses an electronic record or digital token to represent the virtual form of 

a fiat currency of a particular nation (or region). 

 

➢ Fiat Currency: It is government-issued currency that is not backed by a physical commodity, such as gold 

or silver, but rather by the government that issued it. 

• A CBDC is centralized; it is issued and regulated by the competent monetary authority of the country. 

• Each unit acts as a secure digital instrument equivalent to a paper bill and can be used as a mode of payment, 

a store of value, and an official unit of account. 

Benefits: 

• CBDC aims to bring in the best of both worlds—the convenience and security of digital form like 

cryptocurrencies, and the regulated, reserved-backed money circulation of the traditional banking system. 

• New forms of digital money could provide a parallel boost to the vital lifelines that remittances provide to the 

poor and to developing economies. 

• It will ensure that people are protected from financial instability caused due to the failure of private payments 

systems. 

• Ensures that central banks retain control over monetary policy against the remote possibility that payments 

might migrate into cryptocurrencies over which they have no leverage. 

Risk Associated: 

• There is a need to enforce strict compliance of Know Your Customer (KYC) norms to prevent the currency’s use 

for terror financing or money laundering. 

• Existence of digital money could undermine the health of commercial banks as it removes deposits on which 

they primarily rely for income. 
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India’s Stand on Digital Currency: 

• Reserve Bank India (RBI) had considered crypto currencies as a poor unit of account and also demonstrated by 

their frequent and high fluctuation in value. 

• According to RBI, it pose several risks, including anti-money laundering and terrorism financing concerns 

(AML/CFT) for the state and liquidity, credit, and operational risks for users. 

• However, it is considering developing a sovereign digital currency when the time is appropriate. 

Project Dantak 

Why in News? 

Recently, Project DANTAK which is one of the oldest Projects of the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) commemorated 

its Diamond Jubilee in Bhutan. 

About Project DANTAK 

• It was established on April 24, 1961. 

• It was constituted as a result of the visionary leadership of His Majesty the Third King and then Prime Minister 

Jawahar Lal Nehru. 

• It was raised with its Headquarters at Deothang. 

➢ In 1997, the Project DANTAK headquarters moved to its present location at Simtokha (Thimphu) from 

Deothang. 

• It was tasked to construct the pioneering motorable roads in Bhutan by identifying the utmost importance of 

connectivity in spurring the socio-economic development and growth of Bhutan. 

• It completed the road connecting Samdrup Jongkhar to Trashigang in 1968 and also Thimphu was connected 

to Phuentsholing. 

• The notable projects executed by DANTAK include the construction of Paro Airport, Yonphula Airfield, Thimphu 

– Trashigang Highway, Telecommunication & Hydro Power Infrastructure, Sherubtse College, Kanglung and India 

House Estate. 

• The medical and education facilities established by DANTAK in far flung areas were often the first in those 

locations. 

• The food outlets along the road introduced the Bhutanese to Indian delicacies and developed a sweet tooth in 

them. 

Indo-Bhutan Relationship: 

Indo-Bhutan Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1949: 

• The Treaty provides for, among other things, perpetual peace and friendship, free trade and commerce and 

equal justice to each other’s citizens. 

• In 2007, the treaty was re-negotiated, and provisions were included to encourage Bhutan’s sovereignty, 

abolishing the need to take India’s guidance on foreign policy. 

Multilateral Partnership: 

• Both of them share multilateral forums such as South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), BBIN 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation) etc. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/project-dantak
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Economic Partnership: 

• Mutually beneficial hydro-power cooperation with Bhutan forms the core of bilateral economic cooperation. 

 

• The 720 MW Mangdechhu was commissioned in August 2019. HEPs namely, 1200 MW Punatsangchhu-I, 1020 

MW Punatsangchhu-II and Kholongchhu HEP (600 MWs) are under various stages of implementation. 

• India is Bhutan's largest trading partner. 

Challenges in India-Bhutan relations 

• The older Bhutanese generations looked to India with gratitude but the newer generation tends to look more 

deeply and with more dissatisfaction at the situation. 

• The terms on which India is financing the hydropower projects are unfavorable to Bhutan and it is also getting 

electricity from Bhutan at cheap rates. 

• India has continued to pressure Bhutan to dominate the foreign relations of the country to such an extent that 

Bhutan does not engage in diplomatic talks with China. 

• The current Bhutanese government faces major challenges with respect to rising unemployment and rising 

foreign debt to India. 

Border Roads Organisation 

• BRO was conceived and raised in 1960 by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for coordinating the speedy development of 
a network of roads in the North and the North Eastern border regions of the country. 

• It works under the administrative control of the Ministry of Defence. 

• It has diversified into a large spectrum of construction and development works comprising airfields, building 
projects, defence works and tunneling and has endeared itself to the people. 

 

 

Global Support to counter India's COVID-19 second wave 

Why in News? 

Around 15 countries including the US, Russia, France and the United Kingdom are rushing critical emergency use 

equipment to enable India counter the COVID-19’s deadly second wave. 

Key Highlights: 

Out of the promised international assistance, a bulk is expected from the United States following President Joe Biden’s 

telephonic conversation with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on April 26. The US assistance is likely to include 

emergency medical care units, oxygen-related supplies, vaccine-related items and therapeutics.  

US’ Steps: 

• US is sending Critical Health care components directly in ready to use form like emergency medical care units, 

oxygen-related supplies, vaccine-related items and therapeutics.  

• It has diverted its pending orders of vaccine filters to India’s vaccine manufacturers. It will help India make 

more vaccines. 

• It has identified sources of specific raw material urgently required for Indian manufacture of the   

Covishield vaccine that will immediately be made available for India. 
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Other Countries Helping India: 

• Singapore has donated four cryogenic oxygen tanks to India. 

• The United Kingdom has announced that it will ship over “600 pieces of vital medical equipment” to help India 

fight Covid19. 

• Australia has announced that it will send oxygen, ventilators and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits to 

India as part of an immediate support package. 

• Saudi Arabia is shipping 80 metric tonnes of liquid oxygen to India. 

• Germany is preparing a “mission of support” for India. 

• Russia had also announced that it would send 3,00,000-4,00,000 units of Remdesivir injection. It is also planning 

to send Covid-19 assistance including oxygen concentrators, generators, and drugs needed to treat the disease. 

• China has also announced that it would provide support and help based on India’s needs. 

Green Initiatives: Saudi Arabia 

Why in News? 

 Recently, Saudi Arabia launched Saudi Green Initiative and the Middle East Green Initiative to combat the threat 

of climate change.                                                              

Background: 

• In the G20 summit presided by Saudi Arabia, one of the main pillars of the agenda was safeguarding the planet. 

• The summit highlighted how climate change had negatively impacted the planet, people’s lives and their well-

being. 

• Initiatives like establishing a Global Coral Reef Research and Development Accelerator Platform was 

announced in the summit. 

• G20 leaders also acknowledged the Circular Carbon Economy (CCE) Platform as a tool towards affordable, 

reliable, and secure energy and economic growth. 

• Saudi Arabia committed to lead regional efforts to address climate change and is making steady progress in this 

direction. 

About Green initiative: 

• Saudi Green Initiative aims to raise the vegetation cover, reduce carbon emissions, combat pollution, land 

degradation and preserve marine life. 

• As part of the initiative, 10 billion trees will be planted which reduces carbon emissions by more than 4% of 

global contributions. 

• This will be made through a renewable energy programme that will generate 50% of Saudi’s energy from 

renewables by 2030. 

• It is also working towards raising the percentage of its protected areas to more than 30% of its total land area, 

exceeding the global target of 17%. 

• As part of the Middle East Green initiative, it will work with the Gulf Cooperation Council countries and regional 

partners to plant an additional 40 billion trees in the West Asian region. 

• It represents 5% of the global target of planting one trillion trees and can reduce 2.5% of global carbon levels. 

• Saudi Arabia will share its expertise and know-how with its neighbouring countries to reduce carbon emissions 

resulting from hydrocarbon production in the region by 60% and globally by 10%. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/green-initiatives-saudi-arabia
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What are the benefits of this initiative? 

• Saudi Arabia currently operates the largest carbon capture and utilisation plant in the world, turning half a 

million tonnes of CO2 annually into products such as fertilizers and methanol. 

• It also operates one of the region’s most advanced CO2-enhanced oil recovery plants that captures and stores 

8,00,000 tonnes of CO2 annually. 

• It believes that nature-based solutions will play an important role in removing carbon as part of the CCE. 

• Earlier it joined International Solar Alliance to promote cooperation in the renewable energy sector. 

• To ensure momentum and continuity, it proposes to convene an annual summit called the Middle East Green 

Initiative. 

• The aim is start implementing the plan in the fourth quarter of this year and continues for the next two decades. 

• It also recognised the scarcity of financial resources to irrigate the terrain. 

• Therefore, in partnership with participating countries, it aims to research innovative methods. 

• This includes irrigation from treated water, cloud seeding and other purpose-driven solutions such as planting 

native trees. 

How it will help Vision 2030 plan? 

• In 2016, Saudi Arabia unveiled Vision 2030, a comprehensive road map to improve the quality of life of the 

citizens of the country. 

• As part of this, Saudi Arabia carried out a comprehensive restructuring of the environmental sector and 

established the Environmental Special Forces in 2019. 

• With NEOM and The Line, Saudi Arabia has already redefined the idea of sustainable habitats. 

• Recently Public Investment Fund pumped in $15 billion in the NEOM project and another $10 billion in 

renewable and solar energy projects. 

• This will realise the Saudi Arabia’s goal of Vision 2030 and become one of the major producers of renewable 

energy with a capacity to generate 9.5 GW by 2023. 
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Environment 

Forest Fires: A Very Big Concern 

Why in News? 

Since the beginning of the year 2021, there has been a series of forest fires in many states of India, including in Wildlife 

Sanctuaries. 

Forests fires 

• Forests fires are as old as the forests themselves. They pose a threat not only to the forest wealth but also to 

the entire regime to fauna and flora seriously disturbing the bio-diversity and the ecology and environment of 

a region. 

• During summer, when there is no rain for months, the forests become littered with dry leaves which could 

burst into flames ignited by the slightest spark. 

• Forest fire causes imbalances in nature and endangers biodiversity by reducing faunal and floral wealth. 

Instances of Forest Fires in 2021: 

• January saw prolonged fires in Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh (Kullu Valley) and Nagaland-Manipur border 

(Dzukou Valley). 

• The Simlipal National Park in Odisha saw a major fire between February-end and early March. 

• Recent fires also include those in Bandhavgarh Forest Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, and in sanctuaries for 

the Asiatic lion and the great Indian bustard in Gujarat. 

Major Forest fire regions in India 

• Forest fires are a major cause of degradation of India’s forests. Human-made forest fires in the Himalayan states 

of Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh have been a regular and historic feature. The Himalayan forests, 

particularly, Garhwal Himalayas witness major fire incidents. 

• Forests with chir pine are very prone to fire as they easily catch fire. 

• 291 forest fires have occurred in Uttarakhand, 2,422 in Chhattisgarh and 2,349 in Odisha. Madhya Pradesh 

reported 2,238 forest fires. 

• Maharastra, Assam and Andhra Pradesh states also reported several incidents of Forest fires in the recent past. 

Cause of Forest Fires: 

Forest fires can be caused by a number of natural causes, but many major fires in India are triggered mainly by human 

activities. 

➢ Emerging studies link climate change to rising instances of fires globally, especially the massive fires of 

the Amazon forests in Brazil and in Australia in the last two years. 

➢ Fires of longer duration, increasing intensity, higher frequency and highly inflammable nature are all being 

linked to climate change. 

• In India, forest fires are most commonly reported during March and April, when the ground has large quantities 

of dry wood, logs, dead leaves, stumps, dry grass and weeds that can make forests easily go up in flames if there 

is a trigger. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/forest-fires-a-very-big-concern
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• In Uttarakhand, the lack of soil moisture too is being seen as a key factor. In two consecutive monsoon 

seasons (2019 and 2020), rainfall has been deficient by 18% and 20% of the seasonal average, respectively. 

• Most fires are man-made, sometimes even deliberately caused. For example, in Odisha, which saw a major fire 

last month in Simlipal forest, villagers are known to set dry leaves to fire in order to collect mahua flowers, 

which go into preparation of a local drink. 

Impact of forest fires on ecosystems: 

• Loss of Ecosystems and Biodiversity: Forest fires destroy the habitats and the intricate relationships of diverse 

flora and fauna leading to loss of ecosystems and biodiversity. 

➢ Wildfires damage the habitable and adaptable land for specific animal and plant species. 

➢ Besides, wildfires can even lead to extinction for certain animals. 

➢ Wildfires can be so severe that they decimate the habits and critical relationships of plants and animals 

causing loss of ecosystem. 

• Forest Degradation: Forest fires especially that commonly happen in dry tropical forests are a major cause of 

forest degradation. Almost every year, forest fires are witnessed across different forest regions which 

persistently reduce the quality of certain forest features like soil fertility, biodiversity, and ecosystems. 

• Air Pollution: Living plant matter purifies the atmospheric air we depend on for respiration. They achieve this by 

taking in carbon dioxide, greenhouse gases, and air impurities and by producing oxygen. In addition, the huge 

clouds of smoke instigated by wildfires lead to massive air pollution. 

• Global Warming: When plant life is exterminated by fires, the quality of air we breathe in declines and 

greenhouse gasses increase in the atmosphere leading to climate change and global warming. Trees and 

vegetation when are burned, it means more greenhouse gases increases in the atmosphere, resulting in global 

warming 

• Oil Degradation: Forest soils are loaded with nutrients released from decaying forest debris. Forest fires kill 

beneficial soil microorganisms that are responsible for breaking down the soil and promoting soil microbial 

activities. The burning of trees and vegetation cover also leaves the soil bare making it readily vulnerable to soil 

erosion. 

• Destruction of Watersheds: Trees and vegetation cover acts as watershed protectors since approximately all the 

water comes from forest-derived water tables. Whenever they burn, the natural protection systems for water 

tables, streams, and rivers may be affected. 

Measures to prevent forest fires: 

• Policy: A national policy is required to consolidate existing guidelines and to issue comprehensive guidelines 

which should be aligned with the climate change policies. The policy should also define the respective roles and 

responsibilities of the MoEFCC, state forest departments, and disaster agencies, and establish a mechanism for 

the provision of regular funding to the states. 

• Human Capital: Ground-based detection will continue to be essential along with the introduction of new remote 

sensing technologies. So, training should be provided to field officers, seasonal fire watchers, and community 

volunteers involved in firefighting. 

• Coordination with other agencies: Stronger collaboration between the State Forest Departments (SFDs), the 

disaster management authorities and research entities would enable states to innovate new science-based 

management approaches for preventing fires and rehabilitating fire-affected areas. 

• Technology: Systems for early warning and fire danger need to be developed. Fire alert systems can also be 

improved by integrating ground-based detection with the satellite-based alert systems. 
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• Community Engagement: Sensitisation of communities should be done to ensure that fire is used responsibly in 

a way that promotes forest health, while seeking to avoid damaging and out-of-control fires.Provision of training 

should extend beyond state-managed forests to community institutions in regions such as the Northeast, where 

communities are responsible for managing most of the forest estate. 

Forest fires incidents have increased due to global warming. Destruction of forests is a crisis and need immediate 

action. Fast initial attack measures are required with a vigorous follow up action. Special emphasis should be given to 

research, training, and development. 

Antarctica’s Doomsday Glacier 

Why in News? 

Researchers from Sweden’s University of Gothenburg have been able to obtain data from underneath Thwaites 

Glacier, also known as the 'Doomsday Glacier'. 

About Doomsday Glacier: 

• The Thwaites glacier in Antarctica is also referred to as the Doomsday glacier. It got this name due to the risk it 

poses to the world once it melts. 

• With a size of 1.9 lakh square kilometers and a width of 120 km at its broadest, the Thwaites glacier is the 

most unstable melting glacier 

• Today, Thwaites’s melting already contributes 4% to global sea level rise each year. 

• It is estimated that it would collapse into the sea in 200-900 years. 

• Thwaites is important for Antarctica as it slows the ice behind it from freely flowing into the ocean. 

Finding of the new study: 

• The new study used an uncrewed submarine to go under the thwaites glacier front to make observations. 

• The submersible called Ran was used to measure the strength, temperature, salinity, oxygen content of the 

ocean currents that go under the glacier. 

• Using the results, the researchers mapped the ocean currents that flow below thwaites’s floating part. 

• They also identified three inflows of warm water among them one has the potential to create severe damage 

which is underestimated in the past. 

• The study also looked at heat transport in one of the three channels which brings warm water towards the 

glacier from the north. 

Why is this cause of worry? 

• The study shows that warm water is approaching the pinning points of the glacier from all sides. 

• This will impact the locations where the ice is connected to the seabed and places where the ice sheet finds 

stability. 

• This can also make things worse for thwaites glacier, whose ice shelf is already retreating. 

• But with the current data scientist can model the dynamics of thwaite’s glacier which can help in calculating the 

ice melting in the future. 

• This will reduce the great uncertainty that now prevails around global sea level variations. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/antarctica-s-doomsday-glacier
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Shaphari: Certification Scheme for Aquaculture Products 

Why in News? 

Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) launches a certification scheme for aquaculture called the 

“Shaphari Scheme”. 

 About Shaphari 

• The Marine Products Exports Development Authority (MPEDA) has developed a certification scheme for 

aquaculture products called ‘Shaphari’, a Sanksrit word that means superior quality of fishery 

products suitable for human consumption. 

• National Residue Control Programme for food safety issues in farm produce and pre-harvest testing system is 

already in place. But this certification will be a market-based tool for hatcheries to adopt good aquaculture 

practices and help produce quality antibiotic-free shrimp products to assure global consumers. 

• The Shaphari scheme is based on the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization’s technical guidelines 

on aquaculture certification and will have two components  

 

➢ Certifying hatcheries for the quality of their seeds and, 

➢ Separately, approving shrimp farms that adopt the requisite good practices. 

• The certification of hatcheries will help farmers easily identify good quality seed producers. 

• Those who successfully clear multiple audits of their operations shall be granted a certificate for a period of 

two years. 

• The entire certification process will be online to minimize human errors and ensure higher credibility and 

transparency. 

Reasons to launch this scheme: 

• India is the second-largest fish producer in the world. 

• Fish Sector provides employment to 14 million people in harvesting, processing packaging, and distribution. 

• Frozen shrimp is the largest exported item from India. It constitutes 50.58% in quantity and 73.2% in terms of 

total U.S. dollar earnings from the sector during 2019-20. 

• India exported frozen shrimp worth almost $5 billion in 2019-20 to the U.S. and China — its biggest buyers. 

• Major Producing States: Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu are the major shrimp 

producing States. 

• However, a combination of factors had hurt export volumes in recent months. This includes container 

shortages and incidents of rejection of seafood consignments because of food safety concerns. Hence, the 

scheme was launched. 

Marine Products Exports Development Authority 

• MPEDA is a nodal coordinating, state-owned agency engaged in fishery production and allied activities. 

• It was established in 1972 under the Marine Products Export Development Authority Act (MPEDA), 1972. 

• It functions under the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

• It is headquartered in Kochi, Kerala. 

• Its mandate is to increase exports of seafood including fisheries of all kinds, specifying standards, marketing, 
processing, extension and training in various aspects. 

 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/shaphari-certification-scheme-for-aquaculture-products
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National climate vulnerability assessment Report 

Why in News? 

The National climate vulnerability assessment report released, has identified Jharkhand, Mizoram, Orissa, 

Chhattisgarh, Assam, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, and West Bengal as states highly vulnerable to climate change. 

• These states, mostly in the eastern part of the country, requires prioritization of adaptation interventions. 

• The report titled ‘Climate Vulnerability Assessment for Adaptation Planning in India Using a Common 

Framework’, identifies the most vulnerable states and districts in India with respect to current climate risk and 

key drivers of vulnerability. 

Need of National climate vulnerability assessment: 

• Extreme events are on rise both in terms of their number and severity. 

• Mapping the parts of India that are vulnerable to such changes will help initiating climate actions at the ground 

level. 

Significance of these findings: 

• It can benefit climate-vulnerable communities across India through development of better-designed climate 

change adaptation projects. 

• Assessing vulnerability is the first step towards assessing climate risk. 

• There are two other components like Hazard and Exposure that need to be also assessed to arrive at overall 

climate risk. 

• Report will help to identify the most vulnerable states, districts & Panchayats and will aid in prioritizing 

adaptation investment, developing and implementing adaptation programs. 

• It will contribute to the development of more targeted climate change projects and that they will support the 

implementation and the potential revisions of the State Action Plans on Climate Change. 

• The assessments can further be used for India’s reporting on the Nationally Determined Contributions under 

the Paris Agreement. 

• These assessments will support India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change. 

Climate Risk 

• Climate-related extremes, such as heat waves, droughts, floods, cyclones, and wildfires, reveal significant 
vulnerability and exposure of some ecosystems and many human systems to current climate variability. 

• Differences in vulnerability and exposure arise from non-climatic factors and from multidimensional 
inequalities often produced by uneven development processes. These differences shape differential risks from 
climate change. 

• According to the German watch Global Climate Risk Index-2019, India was ranked 5th out of 181 countries, 
implying an extremely high exposure and vulnerability. 

 

The Global Forest Goals Report 2021: UN Report 

Why in News? 

According to the United Nations’ Global Forest Goals Report 2021, Covid-19 pandemic has aggravated the challenges 

faced by countries in managing their forests. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/the-global-forest-goals-report-2021-un-report
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➢ The Report has been prepared by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations. It 

provides an initial overview of progress of Goals and targets contained within the United Nations Strategic 

Plan for Forests 2030. 

Key Findings of the report 

• During COVID-19 the forest dependent population faced reduced income, job losses, diminished access to 

markets and information. Most of the forest dependent population faced difficulty in accessing healthcare and 

basic services. 

Reliance on forests 

• According to the report, 

• Around 1.6 billion people rely on forests. This is 25% of global population. 

• Of the rural areas in the world, more than 40% live in Savannah and forests. This is 20% of the global 

population. 

Key Highlights 

• It highlighted that the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic has aggravated the challenges faced by 

countries in managing their forests. 

• It is estimated that 252 million people living in forests and savannas currently earn less than US$1.25 per day, 

which was the World Bank’s poverty line measure through 2015 

• The report called for a future course of action that included greater sustainability and a greener and more 

inclusive economy to tackle the threats of COVID-19, climate change and the biodiversity crisis faced by forests. 

• In 2020, nearly 18% of the world’s forests stood in legally established protected areas, compared to just over 

14% in 2000. 

• The area of protected forests grew worldwide at nearly three million ha per year between 2010 and 2020 (10 

million ha/year between 2000 and 2010), with increases in every region. 

• Currently, 73% of the world’s forests is under public ownership, 22% is privately owned, and the remainder is 

categorized as either “unknown” or “other” (where ownership is disputed or in transition). 

 About Global Forest Goals Report 2021: 

• It is the first evaluation of the global status of implementing the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 

2030. 

• Purpose: The report provides an overview of progress towards achieving the United Nations Strategic Plan for 

Forests 2030. The plan has six Global Forest Goals and 26 associated targets for forests. 

• Data: The report draws upon data from 52 voluntary national reports and 19 voluntary national contributions. 

Together they represent 75% of forests in the world. 

Six Global Forest Goals 

• Goal 1: Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, including 

protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation. 

➢ Increase efforts to prevent forest degradation and contribute to the global effort of addressing climate 

change. 
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• Goal 2: Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the 

livelihoods of forest-dependent people. 

• Goal 3: Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed 

forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests. 

• Goal 4: Mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for the 

implementation of sustainable forest management and strengthen scientific and technical cooperation and 

partnerships. 

• Goal 5: Promote governance frameworks to implement sustainable forest management, including through the 

United Nations forest instrument. 

➢ Enhance the contribution of forests to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

• Goal 6: Enhance cooperation, coordination, coherence and synergies on forest-related issues at all levels, 

including within the United Nations system and across member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership 

on Forests. 

Forest in India 

• According to the India State of Forest Report, 2019, the Total Forest and Tree cover is 24.56% of the 
geographical area of the country. 

• Forest Cover (Area-wise): Madhya Pradesh> Arunachal Pradesh> Chhattisgarh> Odisha> Maharashtra. 

• National Forest Policy of India, 1988 envisages a goal of achieving 33% of the geographical area of the country 
under forest and tree cover. 
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Science and Technology 

AI Portal SUPACE 

Why in News? 

Recently the Supreme Court has unveiled its Artificial Intelligence (AI) portal SUPACE, designed to make research easier 

for judges, thereby easing their workload. 

 About SUPACE 

• A pet project of the former Chief Justice of India S A Bobde, the SUPACE is a tool that collects relevant facts and 

laws and makes them available to a judge. 

• The Supreme Court’s system is not designed to take decisions, but only to process facts and to make them 

available to judges looking for input for a decision. 

• The CJI had then said that AI is to the intellect, what muscle memory is to the mind. 

Its’ utility 

• SUPACE will produce results customized to the need of the case and the way the judge thinks. 

• This will be time-saving. It will help the judiciary and the court in reducing delays and pendency of cases. 

• AI will present a more streamlined, cost-effective and time-bound means to the fundamental right of access to 

justice. 

• It will make the service delivery mechanism transparent and cost-efficient. 

Challenge: 

Redundancy of certain posts after introduction of SUPACE 

• Since it is intended to do what the human mind can do, but much more efficiently and methodically, there is 

apprehension in the generation of unemployment. 

Chenab Bridge 

Why in News? 

On April 05, 2021, Northern Railways completed the construction of the arch closure of the Chenab Bridge, the world’s 

highest railway bridge. The 1.3-kilometre-longbridge sits at a height of 359 metres above the bed of the Chenab river in 

the Jammu & Kashmir state. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Chenab Bridge located in Jammu & Kashmir is the world’s highest railway bridge. 

• The 1.3 kilometres-long bridge sits at a height of 359 metres above the bed of the Chenab river in the Jammu & 

Kashmir. It is deemed to be 35 metres higher than the Eiffel Tower. 

• The weight of the arch of the bridge is 10,619 metres. The Indian Railways had built the members of the arch by 

overhead cable cranes for the first time in India. 

• The arch comprises steel boxes filled with concrete to enhance the stability of the bridge. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ai-portal-supace
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• 28,660 metric tonnes of steel, 66,000 cum concrete, 10 lakh cum earthwork, and 26 km motorable roads has 

gone into the construction of the bridge. 

• It will be constructed at a cost of Rs 1,486 crore. The bridge, as a part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail 

link project (USBRL), will connect Katra-Banihal. The route via road between Katra-Banihal currently is 12-hour 

long. After the completion of the bridge, the route via train would be halved. 

• As per the statement by the Railway ministry, the bridge has been constructed for blast load in consultation with 

the DRDO for the first time in India. It can withstand high wind speed upto 266km/hr.It can also absorb the 

earthquake forces of the high-intensity zone-V area in India. 

• The structural detailing of the bridge has been done using the ‘Tekla’ software. The structural steel of the bridge 

is suitable for a temperature ranging from -10 degrees Celsius to 40 degrees Celsius.  

• In another first feat by the Indian Railways, a NABL-accredited lab was constructed, and phased array ultrasonic 

machines were used at the site of weld testing. 

B.1.617: Indian Double Mutant Strain 

Why in News? 

The ‘double mutant’ virus that is having a bearing on the spread of the pandemic in India, has been formally classified 

as B.1.617. 

➢ It has one key mutation in the spike protein similar to one found in the Brazilian and South African variants, 

and another already found in the B.1.427 and B.1.429 California variants. 

Key Highlights: 

Indian variant: The variant is common in India and has a couple of defining mutations, E484Q and L425R. 

• Nearly 70% of the genome sequences that have the mutations characterising B.1.617 and submitted to the 

global database GISAID (Global Initiative on Sharing Avian Influenza Data) are from India.  

• It is worrying because the mutations E484Q and L452R are linked to increased infectivity. 

• It could even make the coronavirus resistant to T cells, that is the class of cells necessary to target and destroy 

virus-infected cells.  

‘Variants of Concern (VOC)’: Certain variants of the coronavirus B.1.1.7 and B.1.351 have been termed the ‘United 

Kingdom’ and ‘South Africa’ variant respectively because they have mutations associated with large spikes in these 

countries. 

• They reduce the efficacy of vaccines and are termed ‘Variants of Concern (VOC)’. 

• So far, only three global VOCs have been identified: the U.K. variant, the South African and the Brazilian (P.1) 

lineage.  

• All three concerning mutations are on the spike protein, the operative part of the coronavirus that binds to 

receptor cells of the body. 

• It enables them to become more infectious as well as evade antibodies.  

• International studies have shown reduced efficacy of vaccines to certain variants.  
• However, the vaccines continue to be significantly protective in spite of this. 

Vaccine makers should now be accounting for the variations in the spike protein in designing future vaccines. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/b-1-617-indian-double-mutant-strain
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Mutation 

• Mutation is an alteration in the genetic material (the genome) of a cell of a living organism or of a virus that is 
more or less permanent and that can be transmitted to the cell’s or the virus’s descendants. 

 
Mutation of Coronavirus 

• Every major change in a virus is called a mutation.  

• These mutations have taken place in the spike protein of the SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes Covid-19.  

• The coronavirus uses its spike proteins to latch on to human cells and force its way inside to reproduce rapidly. 

• As a virus replicates, its genes undergo random “copying errors” (i.e. genetic mutations). 
 

 

National Supercomputing Mission 

Why in News? 

The second phase of the National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) will be completed by September 2021, taking India’s 

total computational capacity to 16 Petaflops. 

About National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) 

• NSM is a proposed plan by GoI to create a cluster of seventy supercomputers connecting various academic and 

research institutions across India. 

• In April 2015 the government approved the NSM with a total outlay of Rs.4500 crore for a period of 7 years. 

• The mission was set up to provide the country with supercomputing infrastructure to meet the increased 

computational demands of academia, researchers, MSMEs, and startups by creating the capability design, 

manufacturing, of supercomputers indigenously in India. 

• Currently, there are four supercomputers from India in the Top 500 list of supercomputers in the world. 

• It supports the government's vision of 'Digital India' and 'Make in India'. 

• Implementation: NSM is jointly steered by the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) and Department of 

Science and Technology (DST - Ministry of Science and Technology) and implemented by the Centre for 

Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Pune and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru. 

Features: 

• It is also an effort to improve the number of supercomputers owned by India. 

• These supercomputers will also be networked on the National Supercomputing grid over the National 

Knowledge Network (NKN). The NKN connects academic institutions and R&D labs over a high-speed network. 

• Under NSM, the long-term plan is to build a strong base of 20,000 skilled persons over the next five years who 

will be equipped to handle the complexities of supercomputers. 

About Supercomputer: 

• A supercomputer is a computer with a high level of performance as compared to a general-purpose computer. 

• The performance of a supercomputer is commonly measured in floating-point operations per second (FLOPS) 

instead of million instructions per second (MIPS). 

• Since 2017, there are supercomputers which can perform over a hundred quadrillion FLOPS (petaFLOPS). 

• Since November 2017, all of the world’s fastest 500 supercomputers run Linux-based operating systems. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-supercomputing-mission-2
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Why do we need supercomputers? 

• Tackle problems: Developed and almost-developed countries have begun ensuring high investments in 

supercomputers to boost their economies and tackle new social problems. 

• These high-performance computers can simulate the real world, by processing massive amounts of data, 

making cars and planes safer, and more fuel-efficient and environment-friendly. 

• They also aid in the extraction of new sources of oil and gas, development of alternative energy sources, and 

advancement in medical sciences. 

• Disaster Management: Supercomputers have also helped weather forecasters to accurately predict severe 

storms, enable better mitigation planning and warning systems. 

• They are also used by financial services, manufacturing and internet companies and infrastructure systems like 

water-supply networks, energy grids, and transportation. 

• Future applications of artificial intelligence (AI) also depend on supercomputing. 

• Due to the potential of this technology, countries like the US, China, France, Germany, Japan, and Russia have 

created national-level supercomputing strategies and are investing substantially in these programmes. 

India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0 

Why in News? 

Recently, the government think tank NITI Aayog has launched India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0. 

About India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0: 

• India Energy Dashboards (IED) is an endeavour to provide single-window access to the energy data for the 

country. 

• Energy data published/provided by Central Electricity Authority, Coal Controller’s Organisation, and Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas is compiled in the Dashboards. 

• NITI Aayog launched Version 1.0 in May 2017. 

Key features: 

• The IED provides time-series data from FY 2005-06 until FY 2019-20; 

• Enhanced data download – It enables easy downloading of data into convenient spreadsheet formats in a 

cleaner, more intuitive way; 

• IED provides data at sub-yearly frequencies as well. This includes monthly data and API linked data from some 

portals maintained by the government agencies. 

• The monthly data is sourced from the monthly reports that are regularly published for the electricity, petroleum 

and natural gas sectors. 

• API linked data from Saubhagya, UJALA, PRAAPTI, and Vidyut PRAVAH has been incorporated in the portal. 

e-SANTA 

Why in News? 

Recently the Union Commerce and Industry Minister has inaugurated an electronic platform named e-SANTA, which 

will connect aqua farmers and the buyers. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-energy-dashboards-version-2-0
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Key Highlights: 

• It will enable the farmers to get a better price.  

• It will enable the exporters to directly purchase quality products from the farmers enhancing traceability.  

• The term e-SANTA was coined for the web portal, meaning Electronic Solution for Augmenting NaCSA farmers’ 

Trade in Aquaculture. 

• National Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture (NaCSA) is an extension arm of Marine Products Export 

Development Authority (MPEDA), Govt. of India, Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 

• e-SANTA will ‘RAISE’ the lives & income of farmers by: 

➢ Reducing Risk 

➢ Awareness of Products & Markets 

➢ Increase in Income 

➢ Shielding Against Wrong Practice 

➢ Ease of Processes  

MANAS Mobile App 

Why in News? 

Recently, the government of India launched a mobile app, MANAS (Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation 

System) to promote mental wellbeing across age groups. 

Key Highlights 

• MANAS is a scalable, comprehensive, and national digital well-being platform and app that has been 

developed to promote the mental well-being of Indian citizens. 

• The app integrates the health and wellness efforts of various government ministries of India as well as 

scientifically validated indigenous tools with gamified interfaces which are developed by various research 

institutions and national bodies. 

• It was initiated by the Indian Government’s Office of the Principal Scientific Advisor and was jointly executed 

by AFMC (Armed Forces Medical College), Pune, NIMHANS Bengaluru, and C-DAC (Centre for Development of 

Advanced Computing) Bengaluru. 

• MANAS App is based on core psychological processes and life skills. 

What is Mental Health? 

• The World Health Organisation defines mental health as a state of well-being in which the person realizes his or 

her own abilities, is able to cope with the normal stresses of life, can make a contribution to his or her 

community, and can work productively and fruitfully. 

• If one looks from the perspectives of positive psychology, mental health includes a person’s ability to enjoy life 

as well as creating a balance between life activities and efforts in order to achieve psychological resilience. 

• The subjective assessments, cultural differences, and competing professional theories all affect how one defines 

mental health. It ultimately leaves to our own understanding of how we perceive and negotiate with it. 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/manas-mobile-app
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Mental Health in India: 

• The Mental Healthcare Act 2017 was passed in India on April 7, 2017. It came into force on May 29, 2018. This 

act had effectively decriminalized the attempted suicide which was earlier punishable under Section 309 of 

the Indian Penal Code. 

• With the changing scenarios, in India, the work on mental health still lags behind. Even with government 

efforts, it appears to be something that is still not considered to be discussed in an open space. 

• However, as the awareness increase, particularly in metropolitan cities, there is a hope that mental health will 

soon get a safe place in the community where it will not be considered a taboo and will be taken as a serious 

health issue. 

Initiatives of National Internet Exchange of India 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) & Chairman NIXI has inaugurated 

three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI). 

About NIXI: 

National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI) is a not-for-profit organization (section 8 of the Companies Act 2013) working 

since 2003 for spreading the internet infrastructure to the citizens of India through the following activities: 

• Internet Exchanges through which the internet data is exchanged amongst ISP’s, Data Centers and CDNs. 

• .IN Registry, managing and operation of .IN country-code domain and .भारत IDN domain for India. 

• IRINN, managing and operating Internet protocol (IPv4/IPv6). 

Key Highlights 

IPv6 Expert Panel (IP Guru) 

• IP Guru is a group to extend support to all the Indian entities who are finding it technically challenging to 

migrate and adopt IPv6. 

• The IPv6 expert group will help in identifying & hiring agency that will help end customer by providing 

necessary technical support to adopt IPv6. 

• The panel will guide all such Indian entities and help in increasing the IPv6 adoption. 

• It is a joint effort of DOT, MeitY & community to promote IPv6. 

• The expert panel group comprises members from government and private organizations. 

NIXI Academy 

• It is created to educate technical/non-technical people in India to learn and relearn technologies like IPv6 

which are normally not taught in Educational Institutes. 

• It is an easy-to-use platform helps: 

➢ Network operators and educators understand networking best practices, principles and techniques; 

➢ Manage Internet resources better; and 

➢ Use appropriate Internet technologies more effectively. 

• The NIXI academy comprises an IPv6 training portal which is developed with the help of various technical 

experts in order to provide mass training to the community. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/initiatives-of-national-internet-exchange-of-india
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• The internet community will be able to learn from various technical modules through NIXI academy. 

NIXI-IP-INDEX 

• NIXI has developed an IPv6 index portal for the Internet community. 

• NIXI-IP-INDEX portal will showcase the IPv6 adoption rate in India and across the world. 

• It can be used to compare IPv6 Indian adoption rate with other economies in the world. 

• The portal will motivate organisations to adopt IPv6, provide inputs for planning by technical organisations and 

research by academicians. 

Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children 

Why in News? 

Recently, a new report shows that a significant number of young people with Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 

Children (MIS-C) develop neurological symptoms, including hallucinations. 

What is Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C)? 

• It is a condition where different body parts can become inflamed, including the heart, lungs, kidneys, brain, 

skin, eyes, or gastrointestinal organs. 

➢ It is also called pediatric multi-system inflammatory syndrome (PMIS or PIMS). 

• Children with MIS-C may have a fever and various symptoms, including abdominal (gut) pain, vomiting, 

diarrhea, neck pain, rash, bloodshot eyes, or feeling extra tired. 

• It typically emerges two to six weeks after a COVID infection, often one that produces only mild symptoms or 

none at all. 

• The syndrome is rare, but can be very serious. 

• The exact cause of MIS-C is not known yet, but it appears to be an excessive immune response related to 

COVID-19. 

MIS-C with Neurological Complications: 

• In a recent study, young people with the MIS-C syndrome have shown neurological issues which were life-

threatening such as strokes or severe encephalopathy (any brain disease that alters brain function or 

structure). 

• Neurological symptoms include hallucinations, confusion, speech impairments, and problems with balance and 

coordination. 

• The new findings strengthen the theory that the syndrome is related to a surge of inflammation triggered by an 

immune response to the virus. 

Causes of MIS-C: 

• As the Syndrome is less researched, there are varied theories as to what causes MIS-C. 

• While some researchers believe that MIS-C is a delayed response to the coronavirus which in turn causes 

massive inflammation in the body and as a result damages organs. 

• Some believe that it can also be a result of the children’s immune response making antibodies against the 

virus. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/multisystem-inflammatory-syndrome-in-children
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• There may be a genetic component as not every child develops MIS-C and the presenting symptoms are so 

varied. 

Treatment: 

• It involves symptonic relief such as supportive care or use of various medicines to treat inflammation.. 

Support Centre for Aditya-L1 

Why in News? 

ARIES facility (Aryabhata Research Institute for Observational Sciences) will host the support centre for Aditya-L1 

mission, which is due to be launched next year (2022). 

Key Highlights: 

• The main aim of this centre is to let every researcher in India perform analysis over scientific data obtained 

from Aditya-L1. It will expand the visibility of Aditya-L1 beyond India at the international level. 

• It will host a compendium of the location and duration of different features on the solar surface such 

as coronal holes, prominences, flares, CMEs and sunspots. 

• The Aditya-L1 Support Centre (ASC) will provide training through regular workshops for the guest users. 

• Apart from this, it will provide ready-to-use Python and Java apps for the satellite data and demos and 

handouts to facilitate the guest users. 

About Aditya-L1 Mission: 

• It is India’s first scientific expedition to study the Sun. It will be ISRO’s (Indian Space Research 

Organisation) second space-based astronomy mission after AstroSat, which was launched in 2015. 

• ISRO categorises Aditya L1 as a 400 kg-class satellite that will be launched using the Polar Satellite Launch 

Vehicle (PSLV) in XL configuration. 

➢ It will be inserted in a halo orbit around the L1 ( Lagrangian point 1), which is 1.5 million km from the 

Earth. 

• The space-based observatory will have seven payloads (instruments) on board to study the Sun’s corona, solar 

emissions, solar winds and flares, and Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs), and will carry out round-the-clock 

imaging of the Sun. 

NASA's Ingenuity Mars Helicopter 

Why in News? 

Recently, NASA's miniature robot helicopter Ingenuity performed a successful takeoff and landing on Mars. It was 

the first powered, controlled flight on another planet. 

About Ingenuity: 

• Ingenuity is the first helicopter to fly on Mars. 

• It was carried by NASA’s rover called Perseverance that was launched in July 2020. 

• Ingenuity will help collect samples from the surface from locations where the rover cannot reach. 

• Features Ingenuity is able to fly using counter-rotating blades that spin at about 2,400 rpm. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/support-centre-for-aditya-l1
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• It has a wireless communication system, and is equipped with computers, navigation sensors, and two cameras. 

• It is solar-powered, able to charge on its own. 

• Perseverance landed at the Jezero Crater of Mars in February 2021. 

• It will remain on the Red Planet for about 2 years and look for finding past signs of life. 

• The rover is designed to - 

➢ study signs of ancient life 

➢ collect samples that might be sent back to Earth during future missions 

➢ test new technology that might benefit future robotic and human missions to the planet 

 Challenges for the flight: 

• It is an engineering challenge to fly on Mars. 

• The atmosphere in Mars is 1% in density compared to the atmosphere on Earth. 

• To sustain flight, the helicopter blades have to rotate at 2400 rpm (Rotations Per Minute). 

• This is about 8 times as fast as a passenger helicopter to fly on Earth. 

• For a helicopter to fly a few metres from the ground on Mars, is equivalent for a helicopter to fly 2-3 times the 

height of Mt Everest. 

• The other challenge is to design a craft that will have its own power, communication and mechanical 

subsystems with such a small mass budget allocation. 

• Ingenuity need to attend this high RPM and depend on solar panels for power. 

• Besides this, it also had to survive the very cold Martian night [that can be brutal on batteries and the onboard 

computer]. 

Significance of the Mission: 

• This is the first flight of a powered aircraft on another planet. 

• According to NASA, the helicopter was placed on the Martian surface to test, for the first time ever, powered 

flight in Mars’s thin air. 

• So the main task is to carry out a technology demonstration to test the first powered flight on Mars. 

• Its performance during these experimental test flights will help inform decisions about small helicopters for 

future Mars missions. 

• The helicopter’s mission is experimental in nature and completely independent of the rover’s science mission. 

• Small helicopters can perform a support role as robotic scouts, surveying terrain from above, or as full 

standalone science craft carrying instrument payloads. 

• Taking to the air would give scientists a new perspective on a region’s geology. 

• It would even allow them to peer into areas that are too steep or slippery to send a rover. 

• In the distant future, they might even help astronauts explore Mars. 

• NASA will try and demonstrate rotorcraft flight in the extremely thin atmosphere of Mars with this helicopter, 

which is why the mission is so crucial. 

• Since the first flight has succeeded, the Ingenuity team will attempt up to four test flights within a 31-Earth-day 

window. 

• Other technology demonstrations of the same kind include the Mars Pathfinder rover Sojourner and the Mars 

Cube One CubeSats that flew by Mars in 2018. 

 

 



 

47 

RESPOND Program: ISRO 

Why in News? 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced its support to 8 joint research projects of Space Technology 

Cell (STC), IIT-Delhi. ISRO will support these projects under its RESPOND programme. 

Key Highlights 

• The ISRO will support eight joint research projects mooted by the Space Technology Cell (STC), Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT) Delhi. 

• The projects will be coordinated by ISRO scientists at the Space Applications Centre (SAC), the Liquid Propulsion 

Systems Centre (LPSC), the Semi-conductor Laboratory (SCL) and the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC). 

• Under this collaborative research projects  the scientists from different ISRO centres and IIT Delhi will work 

jointly. 

About RESPOND Programme of ISRO: 

• ISRO started the RESPOND (Research Sponsored) programme in the 1970s, with the objective of encouraging 

academia to participate and contribute in various Space related research activities. 

• Under the Programme, ISRO provides financial support for conducting research and development activities 

related to Space Science, Space Technology and Space Applications in Academic Institutions in India. 

• This is the flagship programme of ISRO to promote extramural research in emerging areas of Space at 

Academia. 

 

Significance of RESPOND Programme 

• Its objective is to establish strong links with premiere academic institutions in the country to carry out 

research and developmental projects which are of relevance to Space. 

• It aims to enhance academic base, generate quality human resources and infrastructure at the academic 

institutes to support the Indian Space programme. 

• The research studies conducted by the STC/ Academia are expected to be directed towards some of the future 

Space activities, which would be a good supplement to various missions undertaken by ISRO. 

• The research proposals received from academia for consideration under RESPOND are accepted for taking up 

research along with appropriate technical and financial support. 

Crew-2 Mission 

Why in News? 

Four astronauts were launched to the International Space Station (ISS) from Florida as part of collaboration 

between NASA and SpaceX under the Commercial Crew Program. The mission is called Crew-2. 

About Crew-2 Mission 

• It is a part of collaboration between NASA and SpaceX under the Commercial Crew Program. 

• It is the second crew rotation of the SpaceX Crew Dragon and the first with international partners. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/respond-program-isro
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/crew-2-mission
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Importance of Crew-2 Mission 

• The Crew-2 astronauts will join the members of Expedition 65. 

• They will stay aboard the ISS for six months during which time they will conduct science experiments in low-

Earth orbit. 

• The central focus during this time will be to continue a series of Tissue Chips in Space studies. 

What is the Commercial Crew Program? 

• Its main objective is to make access to space easier in terms of its cost, so that cargo and crew can be easily 

transported to and from the ISS, enabling greater scientific research. 

• The NASA plans to lower its costs by sharing them with commercial partners such as Boeing and SpaceX 

through Commercial Crew Program. 

• It gives the companies incentive to design and build the Commercial Orbital Transportation Services (COTS). 

• NASA can focus on building spacecraft and rockets meant for deep space exploration missions. 

Tissue Chips: 

• Tissue Chips are small models of human organs that contain multiple cell types that behave similarly to the 
human body. 

• According to NASA, these chips can potentially speed up the process of identifying safe and effective drugs 
and vaccines. 

• Scientists can use these tissue chips in space to study diseases that affect specific human organs, which would 
take months or years to develop on Earth. 

 

 

#FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY) has announced #FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge to accelerate 

adoption of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) in Government. 

About #FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge 

• It is a challenge to accelerate adoption of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) In Government. 

• It is a key component of GovTech 3.0, which is about building secure and inclusive Open Digital Ecosystems 

(ODEs). 

• The participants to be eligible for incubation support, prize money, mentorship by domain experts, institutional 

support from eminent organizations for incubation of ideas and listing of solutions on GeM. 

Significance of #FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge 

• India is well positioned to become a vibrant hub for Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) innovations, due 

to the large number of 4G data subscribers in India. 

• 96% of the subscribers access the digital world via open-source based mobile operating systems (primarily 

Android). 

• India’s largest-government projects (including Aadhaar) and many technology start-ups have also been built 

using FOSS. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/-foss4gov-innovation-challenge
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About Free and Open Source Software (FOSS): 

• It allows users and programmers to edit, modify or reuse the software's source code. 

• It gives developers the opportunity to improve program functionality by modifying it. 

• The term “free” indicates that the software does not have constraints on copyrights. 

• The term “open source” indicates the software is in its project form, enabling easy software development from 

expert developers collaborating worldwide without any need for reverse engineering. 

• The Free and open-source software may also be referred to as free/libre open-source software 

(FLOSS) or free/open-source software (F/OSS). 

• Examples of FOSS include MySQL, Firefox, Linux, etc. 

Advanced Chaff Technology 

Why in News? 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology  

 to safeguard the naval ships against enemy missile attack. 

About Advanced Chaff Technology: 

• Chaff is an electronic countermeasure technology used by militaries worldwide to protect naval ships or other 

sensitive targets from radar and radio frequency (RF) guiding mechanisms of the enemy missile. 

• The chaff rockets deployed in the air reflect as multiple targets for the missile guidance systems and deflecting 

adversary missiles, thus protecting their own assets. 

• DRDO has indigenously developed three variants of the critical technology namely Short Range Chaff Rocket 

(SRCR), Medium Range Chaff Rocket (MRCR) and Long Range Chaff Rocket (LRCR). 

Difference between Chaff and Flares: 

 

• Both chaff and flares are defensive countermeasures deployed by military aircraft. The purpose is to confuse 

radar-guided or infrared-guided anti aircraft missiles fired so that they could be diverted. 

• Chaff is composed of many small aluminium or zinc coated fibres stored on-board the aircraft in tubes. In case 

the aircraft feels threatened by any radar tracking missiles, chaff is ejected into the turbulent wake of air behind 

the plane. 

• Flares on being fired provide an alternate strong IR (Infrared) source to heat-seeking anti-air missiles so that 

they are lured away from the aircraft. 

MACS 1407: Variety of Soybean 

Why in News? 

The Indian scientists recently developed a new Soy Bean variety called the “MACS 1407”. The new variety was 

developed by the Agharkar Research Institute of Pune along with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 

About MACS 1407 

• It is a high yielding variety that gives 39 quintals per hectare. 

• The new variety takes 104 days to mature and 43 days for 50% flowering. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/advanced-chaff-technology
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• The new variety has yellow seeds, white coloured flowers and black hilum. 

• The seeds have 41% protein and 19.81% oil content. 

• The stem of the new Soybean variety is thick. This provides higher pod insertion, which is, till seven centimetres. 

• It has good resistance for pod shaking. This makes it highly suitable for mechanical harvesting. 

• Their germinability is high. 

• The variety is best suited for the rain fed regions of North East India. 

• It is resistant to pests such as leaf miner, leaf roller, girdle beetle, stem fly, white fly, aphids and defoliators. 

• It is resistant to vagaries of monsoon. Vagaries of monsoon are the abnormal activities that affect the seasonal 

pattern of rainfall. It is caused due to the late or early arrival of monsoon. It tends to ruin the crops. 

Significance: 

• In 2019, India produced around 90 million tons of soybean, widely cultivated as oil seeds as well as a cheap 

source of protein for animal feed and many packaged meals and is striving to be among the world’s major 

producers of soybean. 

• High-yielding, disease resistant varieties of the legume can help achieve this target. 
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Himachal Current Affairs 

National Mission on Sustaining Himalayan Ecosystem 

Why in News? 

Scientists, with support from the National Mission on Sustaining Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) Programme, have 

been able to disseminate available scientific information to the farmers to enable sustainable and climate-resilient 

agriculture in the Leh region. 

➢ NMSHE is one of the eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). 

About NMSHE: 

• It was launched in 2010 but was formally approved by the government in 2014. 

• It is a multi-pronged, cross-cutting mission across various sectors. 

• It contributes to the sustainable development of the country by enhancing the understanding of climate change, 

its likely impacts and adaptation actions required for the Himalayas- a region on which a significant proportion 

of India’s population depends for sustenance. 

States Covered: 

• Eleven states: Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, 

Tripura, Meghalaya, Assam and West Bengal. 

• Two Union Territories: Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Functional Areas of National Mission on Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem 

The National Mission on Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem is the only area-specific mission and formulated to 

develop a sustainable national capacity in a time-bound manner to continuously assess the health status of the 

Himalayan ecosystem. The functional areas of the mission are given below: 

➢ Himalayan glaciers and associated hydrological consequences 

➢ Prediction and management of natural hazards 

➢ Biodiversity conservation and protection 

➢ Wild life conservation and protection 

➢ Traditional knowledge societies and their livelihood 

➢ Capacity in regulation of science and critical peer evaluation to help governance issues related to sustenance of 

the Himalayan Ecosystem 

➢ Assist in restoration and rehabilitation process of Uttrakhand 

Objectives of National Mission on Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem 

• To develop a network of knowledge institution for research based on the geological, hydrological, biological 

and socio-cultural dimensions including traditional knowledge systems on preservation and conservation of the 

ecosystem. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-mission-on-sustaining-himalayan-ecosystem


 

52 

• To detect & decouple natural and anthropogenic induced signals of global environmental changes in 

mountain ecosystems and predict future trends on potential impacts of climate change on the Himalayan 

ecosystem with a sound S&T backup. 

• To assess the socio-economic and ecological consequences of global environmental change and design 

appropriate strategies for growth in the economy of the mountain regions and the lowland systems dependent 

on mountain resources in the region. 

• To study traditional knowledge systems for community participation in adaptation, mitigation and coping 

mechanisms inclusive of farming and traditional health care systems 

• To evaluate policy alternatives for regional development plans towards sustainable tourism development, 

water and other natural resource management for mountain ecosystems in the region. 

• To create awareness amongst stakeholders in the region for including them in the design and implementation 

of the programme. 

• To develop regional cooperation with neighbouring countries, to generate a strong data base through 

monitoring and analysis, to eventually create a knowledge base for policy interventions. 

 

Agreement to expand Inter-State Transport Services  

In news: 

• An agreement to expand and strengthen Inter-State movement and Transport Services was signed between 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh Governments at New Delhi on 1 April 2021. 

• As per the new agreement, State Transport Authority UP will ply buses on 19 routes covering 3594 kms in 

Himachal Pradesh whereas HRTC will ply on 27 routes covering 3238 kms in Uttar Pradesh. 

• The agreement was signed for twenty years. 

• This Inter State Agreement would go a long way in strengthening the socio-economic relations between the two 

states. 

Jal Jeevan Mission 

• Himachal Pradesh received the highest amount of Rs. 221.28 crore as incentive fund out of total Rs. 464.28 

crore allocated to seven states of the country for best performance for physical and financial progress and 

better ability to utilize the funds under Jal Jeevan Mission.  

Revenue collections 

Why in News? 

Revenue collections surpass previous year collection by 3 per cent despite pandemic. 

Key Highlights: 

• Total revenue collections of Excise and Taxation Department in financial year 2020-21 has surpassed the 

revenue collections of previous financial year by three percent despite heavy disruptions caused by COVID 

pandemic. 
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• The revenue collections in first quarter were down by 52 percent, thereafter, shrugging off the disruptions 

caused during initial months due to pandemic induced lockdown, the revenue collections have constantly grown 

by four percent, 23 percent and 34 percent in second, third and fourth quarters respectively. 

•  The revenue collections have registered a significant growth of 44 percent in month of March 2021.  

• Total revenue collections for month of March 2021 are Rs. 1006 crores against Rs. 699 crores during same 

period of last financial year. 

• The revenue receipts under VAT and State GST registered significant growth of 182 percent and 31 per cent 

respectively during said month.  

• The major reasons for overall growth in revenue receipts have been revival of economic activities, Government’s 

unlock strategy, better compliance by taxpayers and better administration by the department. 

 

Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra 

In news: 

• Keeping in view the rise in Covid-19 cases in Himachal Pradesh, the State Government has decided to postpone 

the Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra for the time being which was scheduled to be started on 15 April, 2021 on the 

occasion of Himachal Diwas a part of celebrations of Golden Jubilee of Statehood of Himachal Pradesh. 

 

Governor felicitate young achiever of NYP 

In news: 

Governor Bandaru Dattatraya felicitated NSS volunteer Ashwarya Kashyap, student of Himachal Pradesh University, 

Institute of Legal Studies, Chaura Maidan, Shimla at Raj Bhavan on 7th April, who participated in National Youth 

Parliament-2021 held on 12th January this year in New Delhi. 

The Governor also presented Appreciation Certificate to Mrinal Joshi, student of Government College Sanjauli, Shimla 

which was received by Programme Officer, NSS Seema Kashyap on her behalf.   

 

Chalo Chamba Campaign-2021 

In news: 

• Chief Minister has virtually launched  Chalo Chamba Campaign-2021  from Shimla by inauguration of Exhibition 

on Swarnim Himachal, launching Chalo Chamba Logo and Chalo Chamba Mobile App. 

• He also launched Road Signages to promote Chalo Chamba.  

• These celebrations are a part of 50 years of Statehood celebrations- Swarnim Himachal. 

 

 

http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/21548.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/21548.jpg
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Vikrami Samvat Calendar 

In news: 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has released Vikrami Samvat Calendar brought out by Himachal Sanskriti Academy 

on 9th April 2021. 

• The Hindu New Year would commence from 13th April, 2021 and this Calendar was as per Indian cultural 

traditions and Indian mythology. 

Shyam Khosla 

In news: 

• Veteran journalist and social activist Shyam Khosla, passed away on 11th April at Delhi after prolonged illness. 

• He was founder member and former President of National Union of Journalist and Founder Director of 

Panchnad Research Institute. He was also. 

Five sons of Himachal Pradesh  

In news: 

• Governor Bandaru Dattatraya today released the book  Five sons of Himachal Pradesh written by litterateur, 

social worker and retired officer from HP Information and Public Relations Department Shiv Singh Chauhan.  

• The book focuses on the contribution made by former Chief Ministers of Himachal Pradesh towards the 

development of the state. 

Chanchal Pal Chauhan 

In news: 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has condoled the demise of senior Journalist Chanchal Pal Chauhan, who was 

working on the post Deputy Editor (Feature) in the Economic Times newspaper in New Delhi. 

• He was brother of Chetan Chauhan, the National Editor of Hindustan Times.  

• He hailed from Kotkhai area of Shimla district. 

• Chanchal Pal Chauhan had also worked with Hindustan Times and The Indian Express at Shimla and Chandigarh 

and later shifted to Delhi where he worked with several media organizations. 

Himachal Birds 

In news: 

• Governor Bandaru Dattatraya today released a coffee-table book titled Himachal Birds: A Visual Treat compiled 

by Somesh Goyal, Director General of Prisons, Himachal Pradesh. 
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SVAMITVA Scheme 

Why in Nwes? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion of Nation Panchayati Raj Day, (24th April) 2021 has launched the 

SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas) to provide an integrated 

property validation solution in rural India. 

Objective of SAMITVA scheme: 

• The main objective of SVAMITVA scheme is to create an accurate land records for rural planning and reduce 

property related disputes, bring financial stability to the citizens of rural India by enabling them to use their 

property as a financial asset for taking loans and other financial benefits. 

• The Panchayati Raj Departments of the States would provide support to sensitize the villagers about the 

project work and its intended benefits leveraging Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) funds for IEC etc.  

• The Gram Panchayats would help the State Panchayati Raj Department and State Revenue department in 

timely completion of the survey and generate awareness among the residents of the village about the survey. 

 

Makeshift hospital in Kangra 

In news: 

• Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur, while presiding over the review meeting of Covid-19 situation in Kangra district at 

Conference Hall in D.C. Office Dharamshala, said that efforts were on to acquire Radhaswami Complex, Parour 

in Kangra district to operationalize it upto thousand bedded makeshift hospital… 

Defence 

Indian Army to Participate in ‘Shantir Ogroshena 2021’ 

• The exercise is scheduled to be held from 4th April 2021 to 12th April 2021 in Bangladesh. 

• The military forces from the United Kingdom, the US, Kuwait, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 

and Singapore will also be participating in the exercise being the Military observers. 

DRDO and DMSRDE (Kanpur) Developed Light Weight Bullet Proof Jacket 

• The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Kanpur-based Defence Materials and 

Stores Research and Development Establishment (DMSRDE) have developed a lightweight bullet-proof 

jacket. 

• The bulletproof jacket weighs nine kilogrammes and fulfills the qualitative standards of the Indian Army. 

DRDO Developed Advanced Chaff Technology 

• The advanced chaff technology is developed to protect and safeguard India’s naval ships against missile 

attacks from enemies. 

• The technology is developed by DRDO’s laboratory called Defence Laboratory Jodhpur.  

India and Kyrgyzstan began Special Forces Exercise 
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• The 8th Indo-Kyrgyz Joint Special Forces Exercise named ‘Khanjar’ was inaugurated at the Special 

Forces Brigade of National Guards of the Kyrgyz Republic in Bishkek. 

• It will be a two-week-long exercise that will focus on high-altitude warfare, mountain warfare and 

counter-extremism exercises. 

Supplemental Oxygen Delivery System--DRDO 

• The system will be used by soldiers who are posted at extreme high-altitude areas and by COVID-19 

patients. 

• The system is developed by DRDO’s lab which is named Defence Bio-Engineering & Electro Medical 

Laboratory (DEBEL) in Bengaluru. 

Varuna 2021 

• The 19th ‘Varuna-2021’ Naval Exercise which is held between the Indian and French Navy 

commenced. 

• It is held to develop cooperation, synergy and interoperability between India and France Naval 

organisations. 

Single Crystal Blades Technology for Helicopters-- DRDO 

• The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed single-crystal blades 

technology for helicopters. 

• It has also supplied 60 of these blades to Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) under an indigenous 

helicopter development programme for engine application. 

DRDO Conducted Trail of Python 5 AAM 

• The test-firing operations were held at Goa with a series of missile trails in order to evaluate the 

performance under extreme operational scenarios. 

• The Python 5 AAM is built by the Israeli weapon manufacturer Rafael Advanced Defence Systems. 

IIT Kanpur developed Watch for Visually Impaired People 

• It is a haptic watch with a tactile interface that help visually impaired people to read the time easily. 

• It has tactile hour indicators of different shapes which allow recognizing time easily. SICCI 

partnered with IIT Kanpur 

• The Singapore Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SICCI) partnered with the Startup Incubation 

and Innovation Centre (SIIC) of IIT Kanpur. 

• Under this partnership, they held a launchpad competition named ‘SICCI-SIIC INNOVATION 

LAUNCHPAD’. 

Google & Microsoft Granted Funds to India to Tackle Pandemic 

• Google and Microsoft announced to grant funds to India in order to tackle the rising pandemic situation in 

the country. 

• Google has announced to provide 18 million USD (Rs 135 crores) to India. Microsoft will be helping India 

through relief efforts to purchase oxygen concentration devices. 

 



 

57 

Agreements and MoUs Signed 

India & Japan Signed Pacts for Healthcare Sector under GGP Scheme 

• Under these agreements, Japan will support India’s health care projects which are funded under the Grant 

Assistance for Grassroots Projects (GGP) scheme. 

• The GGP scheme is designed to support development projects framed to meet human needs in 

developing countries. 

AYUSH Ministry Signed MoU with Dept. of Animal Husbandry 

• The MoU was signed to develop a regulatory mechanism to make usage of Ayurveda in the veterinary 

sector in order to provide the benefit of animal health, livestock owners’ community and society. 

• The partnership will also focus on developing capacity building in the sector through training and herbal 

veterinary education programmes. 

India and Japan signed MoU 

• India and Japan signed MoU to achieve cooperation in the academic and research sector. 

• The MoU was signed between the National Atmospheric Research Laboratory (NARL), Dept of Space, GOI 

and Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere (RISH), Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan. 

AIM signed SoI with Danish Embassy 

• The SoI was signed to jointly work to promote innovation and entrepreneurship among aspiring 

entrepreneurs. 

• As per the SoI, Innovation Center Denmark in India will partner with AIM to support AIM’s ongoing and 

future initiatives. 

‘Poshan Gyan’—A National Digital Repository on Health & Nutrition 

• The portal enables to search communication materials in 14 thematic areas of health and nutrition 

sector. 

• It includes data related to antenatal care, complementary feeding, diet diversity, anaemia prevention etc. 

India signed MoU with France 

• The Indian space agency, ISRO and space agency of France named CNES have signed MoU to cooperate in 

a human space mission, Gaganyaan. 

• Under this agreement, the Indian flight physicians will be given training sessions at French facilities. 

Tourism Ministry signed MoU with Cleartrip, Ease My Trip 

• The entities will encourage units to register on NIDHI (National Integrated Database of Hospital Industry) 

and on SAATHI. 

• The units are supposed to register themselves on NIDHI and SAATHI to promote safe and sustainable 

tourism in the pandemic situation 

India and Germany Signed Agreement 

• The partnership between both nations is in line with the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 
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which will focus on sustainable solid waste management. 

• The partnership will also help to achieve PM Modi’s vision to phase out single-use plastic by 2022. 

Union Cabinet approved MoU between India-Bangladesh 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of MoU between India and Bangladesh to cooperate in the 

trade sector. 

• The agreement focuses on countervailing, anti-dumping and safeguarding rules in bilateral trade between 

both nations. 

MoUs Approved by Union Cabinet 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the MoU between the Competition Commission of India (CCI) and the 

Administrative Council for Economic Defense of Brazil, (CADE). 

• As per the 18th Section of the Competition Act, 2002, CCI has the right to sign MoU with the agencies of 

foreign countries for the purpose of discharging its duties or performing its functions under the Act. 

MoHUA signed MoU with IIT Kharagpur 

• The IIT Kharagpur will act as an incubation hub centre to perform technological innovations and develop 

products. 

• The Accelerator Centre will be similar to the ‘ASHA-India’ Initiative of the central government. IIT 

Guwahati Signed MoU with NFR 

• The MoU was signed to work on research projects to improve the maintenance and operations of train 

running in the region and other fields. 

• They will also develop technology to improve the maintenance and operations of rolling stock, yards, train 

operations and green technologies 

Government Schemes 

AIM-PRIME 

• The AIM-PRIME is an initiative to support and promote science based deep tech start-ups and ventures in 

India. 

• The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is the supporting agency for AIM-PRIME. 

Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) 

• The latest version of IHIP will serve as the data entry management platform for India's disease surveillance 

program. 

• The IHIP will track 33 diseases while the earlier version used to track 18 diseases. 

‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’—A Village and Digital Connect Drive 

• The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) has launched ‘Sankalp se 

Siddhi’ - Village and Digital Connect Drive. 

• The objective of this drive is to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) in the villages. SUPACE—

Supreme Court’s AI Portal 

• The AI portal is named as ‘Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Court’s Efficiency (SUPACE)’. 
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• The AI based portal is a 1st of its kind in the world that will collect relevant facts and laws related to 

the case. 

Atal Innovation Mission Collaborated with CIPS 

• Both the entities have collaborated to promote innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem in the country 

particularly in the sector of public systems. 

• To achieve the motto of the partnership they will make use of their knowledge, experience 

and the connectivity of CIPS. 

‘Anamaya’ 

• It is a multi-stakeholder initiative that is supported by Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation (BMGF). 

• It is launched to boost the nutritional and health status of the tribal communities of India by converging 

efforts of various Government agencies and organisations. 

SARTHAQ Initiative 

• The SARTHAQ signifies ‘Students’ and Teachers’ Holistic Advancement through Quality Education. 

• The initiative will help to attain the goals and objectives framed under National Education Policy 2020. 

Madhukranti Portal and NAFED’s Honey Corners 

• The Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched Madhukranti Portal and NAFED’s Honey 

Corners. 

• The Honey Corners of NAFED (National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation) are special spaces 

formed for the sale of honey 

MANAS App 

• The MANAS app is endorsed as a National Program by the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology and 

Innovation Advisory Council. 

• The app is a scalable, comprehensive, and national digital well-being platform to promote the mental well-

being of people. 

Aahaar Kranti Mission 

• The Union Minister, Health and Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan launched the ‘Aahaar Kranti’ Mission. 

• The mission will focus to create awareness about the importance of a nutritious balanced diet and the 

importance of accessibility to the local fruits and vegetables for good health. 

Union Minister Piyush Goyal Launched SISFS 

• The SISFS will grant seed funding, support the transformative ideas, inspire innovation and implement 

the ideas. 

• The funds of Rs 945 crore has been allocated for the scheme and will benefit around 3,600 startups 

particularly in tier-2 and 3 cities. 

Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme—Andhra Pradesh 

• The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh released the first instalment of Rs 671.45 crore of Jagananna 
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Vidya Deevena for 2021-22. 

• Under this, CM reimbursed the academic fees of around 10.88 lakh students into the bank accounts of 

their mothers. 

#FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge-- MEITY 

• The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY) has announced the #FOSS4GOV 

Innovation Challenge. 

• The #FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge is launched to boost the adoption of Free and Open Source 

Software (FOSS) in GOI. 

IGBC Mission on Net Zero 

• The ‘IGBC Mission on Net Zero’ is launched to eradicate carbon emission from India. 

• It aims to achieve net-zero carbon emission by 2050 

Sports 

➢ The 2023 men's boxing World Championships will be held in Uzbekistan capital Tashkent. 

➢ The 2021 Miami Open Tennis Tournament Hubert Hurkacz of Poland defeated Italian teenager Jannik 
Sinner in straight sets. 

➢ The Great Khali was inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame Class of 2021. 

➢ In a historic first for the country, Four Indian sailors qualified for the upcoming Tokyo Olympics. 

➢ FIFA suspended the Pakistan Football Federation (PFF) and Chadian Football Association (FTFA) after 
concerns over the governance of the two member associations. 

➢ Union Minister for Sports & Youth Affairs Shri Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India State Centre of Excellence for 
Rowing discipline at the Jammu & Kashmir Sports Council Water Sports Academy in Srinagar. 

➢ Indian Army's Lieutenant Colonel Bharat Pannu has earned two Guinness World Records for his fastest solo 
cycling. 

➢ The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced the winners of the ICC Player of the Month Awards for 
March 2021. 

➢ Olympics-bound Indian wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and Anshu Malik clinched their maiden Asian Championship 
titles at Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

➢ Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021.It was held in Imola, 
Italy. 

➢ The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021 in Almaty, Kazakhstan 

➢ The 2021 Rolex Monte Carlo Masters singles title, In Tennis, Stefanos Tsitsipas (Greece) beat Andrey 
Rublev (Russia) in a straight-sets 6-3 6-3. 

➢ A Water Sports and Adventure Institute (WSAI) has been established by the Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) at Tehri Dam in Uttarakhand. 

➢ Global sportswear brand Puma has roped in Indian cricketers Washington Sundar and Devdutt Padikkal as the 
brand ambassador. 

➢ Tamil Nadu teenager Arjun Kalyan became India’s 68th Chess Grandmaster. 

➢ The 2021 AIBA Youth World Boxing Championships was held in Kielce, Poland. It is a 10-day biennial event 

➢ The ITTF World Table Tennis Championships, the Harris County Houston Sports Authority has announced that 
it will host the event November 23–29, 2021, at the George R. Brown Convention Center. 

➢ Rafael Nadal Wins 12th Barcelona Open Title 
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➢ Indian Archery newly-wedded couple Atanu Das and Deepika Kumari won individual gold medals at the 
ongoing Archery World Cup Stage 1 in Guatemala. 

Summit and conferences 
➢ Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare chaired ICMR’s International Symposium 

titled ‘One Health in India: Research informing biosafety, preparedness and response’ through video 
conference. 

➢ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated First bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders' Conference 
2021. 

➢ The ‘Infant Toddler and Caregiver-friendly Neighbourhoods (ITCN) Training and Capacity Building 
Programme’ was launched 

➢ India formally handed over Rs 100 crore patrol vessel “PS Zoroaster” to Seychelles. 

➢ Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman participated in the 103rd Meeting of 
the Development Committee through video conferencing. 

➢ Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman participated virtually in the Second 
G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors (FMCBG) meeting. 

➢ The Indian Air Force Commanders’ Conference 2021, themed ‘Reorienting for the Future’ concluded at Air 
headquarters in New Delhi. 

➢ National Telecommunications Institute for Policy Research, Innovation and Training (NTIPRIT), the apex 
training institute of Department of Telecommunications, Government of India conducted a webinar. 

Books & Authors 
➢ A new book named ‘Manohar Parrikar: Brilliant Mind, Simple Life’ authored by Nitin Gokhale.The book was 

published by Bloomsbury. 
➢ Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has released a book titled ‘Suparipalana’,The book has been written 

by retired civil servant Dr Shailendra Kumar Joshi.It was published by Shri Maruthi. 
➢ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will release the Hindi translation of the book ‘Odisha Itihaas’. 

➢ The Vice President, M. Venkaiah Naidu emphasised the need to remember one’s roots and always 
be respectful towards one’s mother, mother tongue, motherland and native place. 

➢ The updated version of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s book named ‘Exam Warriors’ was launched. 

➢ A new book Akhtari: The Life and Music of Begum Akhtar to remember about the life and singing experience of 
indian singer Begum Akhtar. 

➢ The autobiography of Suresh Raina, titled ‘Believe – What Life and Cricket Taught Me’, is set to hit the 
bookstands in May 2021. 

➢ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will address the Association of Indian Universities’ 95th Annual Meet and 
National Seminar of Vice-Chancellors through video conferencing. 

➢ Harry Potter author JK Rowling will release a new children's book entitled The Christmas Pig. It was 
Published by Hachette Children’s Group and Scholastic in different territories. 

➢ On the occasion of Earth Day on April 22, 2021, Aakash Ranison, a well-knownClimate Change Activist and 
Sustainability Influencer launches an eBook “Climate Change Explained – for one and all. 

➢ The Living Mountain is a new story by Jnanpith winner and internationally renowned author Amitav Ghosh. It 
will be Published by HarperCollins Publishers India. 

➢ Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jhumpa Lahiri is coming up with a new book Titled Whereabouts. It will be 
published under the Hamish Hamilton imprint of Penguin Random House. 

➢ Renowned Amitav Ghosh authored A new book titled “The Living Mountain” is set to hit stands in January 
2022. The book will be published by HarperCollins Publishers India. 
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Ranks & Indices 

➢ India has slipped 28 places to rank 140th among 156 countries in the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender 
Gap Report 2021. 

➢ The 35th edition Forbes World’s Billionaires list was released. Forbes’ 35th annual list of the world’s 
billionaires is topped by Amazon CEO and Founder Jeff Bezos for the fourth year in a row. Mukesh Ambani 
ranked at 10th position with a total net worth of USD 84.5 billion. 

➢ India was retained as the third biggest military spender in the world in 2020 according to new data titled 
‘SIPRI Military Expenditure Database.It is published by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI). 

➢ Among 104 nations India has been placed at 49th position in the Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI) 
2021.Finland has topped the CGGI 2021 list.Venezuela is the last ranked country in the CGGI 2021. 

Appointments 
 

Name of the Person Appointed as Other Info 

Subhash Kumar Chairman and Managing Director (CMD)
 of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) 

Kumar succeeds incumbent CMD, 

Shashi Shanker 

Mukhmeet S. Bhatia Director General of Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation (ESIC) 

 

Manjinder Singh Chief of Staff, Headquarters Western 
Command. 

 

Shivashankarappa S Sahukar Chairman of Karnataka Public Service 
Commission (KPSC) 

He will replace former IAS officer 
Shadakshari Swamy 

Justice N V Ramana 48th Chief Justice of India  

Pham Minh Chinh Vietnam’s next Prime Minister  

Nguyen Xuan Phuc President of Vietnam  

Chintan Vaishnav Mission Director of Atal Innovation Mission  

Ajai Seth Economic Affairs Secretary. He will replace Tarun Bajaj 

Aravind Viswanathan Chief Financial Officer of Tanla  

S Ramann Chairman and Managing Director of 

Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI). 

 

Virat Kohli Brand ambassador of Vivo  
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KN Selvakumar Vice-Chancellor (V-C) of the Tamil 

Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences 
University (TANUVAS). 

 

Vjosa Osmani President of Kosovo  

Subha Tatavarti chief technology officer of Wipro  

Ouhoumoudou Mahamadou Prime Minister of Niger He replaces Brigi Rafini 

Sushil Chandra Chief Election Commissioner of India He will succeed Sunil Arora 

Vivek Kanade Managing Director Operations of 

 Siemens Healthcare India 

 

Kalpana Sampat Managing director and CEO of Private life 
insurer Pramerica Life Insurance 

 

K. Madhavan President of the Walt Disney Company India 
and Star India 

Madhavan takes over from Uday 
Shankar 

Poonam Gupta Director General of “National Council of 
Applied Economic Research (NCAER)”. 

She would succeed Shekhar Shah 

Smriti Mathur Pega India Head of People 

 Organization 

 

Krishna Prasad Group Editorial Officer of The Hindu 

Group Publishing Pvt. Ltd. (THGPPL), 

 

Ajai Seth Economic Affairs Secretary in the Finance 
Ministry. 

He has been appointed in place of 
Tarun Bajaj who has been given full 
time charge of Revenue Department. 

Manish Sisodia ‘Nodal Minister’ for Covid-19 

situation in the national capital 

 

Shaukat Tareen new finance minister in Pakistan 

  cabinet reshuffle 

 

Sivasubramanian Ramann  Chairman and Managing Director of 

 SIDBI 

 

Miguel Díaz-Canel President of Cuba succeed Raúl Castro 

Rajeev Srivastava Head Products and Business 

 Development of HDFC Securities 

 

Atanu Chakraborty part time Chairman, HDFC Bank  

Rekha M Menon first woman chairperson of Nasscom Succeeds Pravin Kumar Rao 

Neeraj Dhawan MD of Experian India  

NV Ramana 48th Chief Justice of India Succeeds Justice SA Bobde 

GC Murmu External auditor of the Hague-based 

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW). 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Kalpana-Sampat
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Pramerica-Life-Insurance
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Pramerica-Life-Insurance
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Roland Bouchara CEO & MD of automaker Stellantis 

India operations 

 

James Gerard Ryan President – Controls & Cables Global 
Operations (except India) of Suprajit 

Engineering 

 

Martin Uhlarik Global Design Head of the Indian car 
manufacturer Tata Motors 

Succeeds Pratap Bose 

T V Somanathan Finance Secretary  

Milind Kulkarni Chief Technical officer (CTO of Vikram Solar  

Niraj Bajaj Bajaj Auto chairman Succeeds Rahul Bajaj 

Olusegun (Segun) Ogunsanya MD and CEO of Airtel Africa Succeeds Raghunath Mandav 

Awards & Honours 
 

Name of the Person Award 

Suman Chakraborty 30th GD Birla Award for Scientific Research. 

S Sathish International Ranger Award. 

Bhuvneshwar Kumar ICC 'Player of the Month' award for March 

New Zealand men's captain Kane Williamson Sir Richard Hadlee Medal 

Dr Vajrala Mana Telugu Tejam Award 

Roberto Benigni Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the 78th Venice International 
Film Festival 

Marathi film “Puglya” Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow 

International Film Festival, 2021. 

Rumana Sinha Sehgal ‘Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021’ 

Mar Coorilos Maiden Golden Lantern Award 

election-fraud film "Absolute Proof" 2021 Razzie Awards 

Pramod Payyannur Thilakan Smarakavedi’s “Thilakan Award” 

Kovai.co Bootstrapped SaaS startup of the Year 

Biocon Biologics' New Monoclonal Antibodies ISPE's 2021 Facility of the Year Honorable 

 Mention Award. 

 

Important Days & Themes 
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Day Celebrated as Aim/Theme 

April 1 Odisha Day, also Utkala Dibasa  

April 2 International Children’s Book Day (ICBD) Theme 2021: “The Music of Words.” 

April 2 World Autism Awareness Day Theme 2021: “Inclusion in the Workplace: Challenges and 

opportunities in a Post Pandemic World”. 

April 4 United Nations’ International Day for Mine 

Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action 

2021 Theme – “Perseverance, Partnership, and Progress” 

April 5 National Maritime Day The World Maritime Theme for 2021 is devoted to seafarers, 

highlighting their central role which is very important for the 

way forward for the shipping sector. Theme: Sustainable 

Shipping beyond COVID-19 

April 5 International Day of Conscience 2021 Theme: “Let Conscience Light up our World”. 

April 6 International Day of Sport for Development 

and Peace 

 

April 7 World Health Day The theme for World Health Day 2021 is 'Building a fairer, 

healthier world'. 

April 9 Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) Valour 

Day (Shaurya Diwas) 

 

April 9 ICCR 71st Foundation Day  

April 10 World Homeopathy Day The theme of the conference is “Homoeopathy –Roadmap for 

Integrative Medicine” 

April 10 Surveyors Day  

April 11 National Safe Motherhood Day  

April 11 World Parkinson’s Day To raise awareness of Parkinson’s disease, which is a progressive 

nervous system disorder? 

April 12 International Day of Human Space Flight  

April 13 Jallianwala Bagh Massacre  

April 14 Ambedkar Remembrance Day or Ambedkar 

Jayanti or Bhim Jayanti 

 

April 14 World Knowledge Day  
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April 14 World Chagas Disease Day  

April 15 World Art Day  

April 15 National Titanic Remembrance Day  

April 10-16 World Homeopathy Week  

April 16 World Voice Day The theme of 2021 is ONE WORLD MANY VOICES. 

April 17 World Haemophilia Day The theme for the year 2021 World Hemophilia Day is 'Adapting 

to Change, sustaining care in a new world.' 

April 18 World Heritage Day Theme for this year is 'Complex Pasts: Diverse Futures'. 

April 20 UN Chinese Language Day  

April 21 National Civil Service Day  

April 21 Administrative Professionals Day  

April 21 World Creativity and Innovation Day (#WCID)  

April 22 National Earth Day The theme this year is "Restore Our Earth" 

April 23 World Book Day The theme for this year is 'To share a story'. Tbilisi has been 

chosen to be the World Book Capital in 2021. 

April 23 UN English Language Day and UN Spanish 

Language Day 

 

last 

Saturday 

of April 

World Veterinary Day theme for 2021 as 'The Veterinarian Response to the Covid-19 

Crisis'; 

April 24 National Panchayati Raj Day  

April 24 International Day of Multilateralism and 

Diplomacy for Peace 

 

April 24 World Day for Animals in Laboratories  

April 25 National DNA Day  

April 25 World Malaria Day  

April 25 International Delegate’s Day  

April 26 World Intellectual Property Day  
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April 28 World Day for Safety and Health at Work The theme for 2021 is “Anticipate, prepare and respond to crises 

– Invest Now in Resilient Occupational Safety and Health 

Systems”. 

April 28 Workers' Memorial Day Theme 2021:‘Health and Safety is a fundamental workers right.’ 

April 29 International Dance Day The International Dance  Day 2021 theme is: Purpose of dance'. 

April 30 National Honesty Day  

Obituary 

Name of the Person Field Place 

Digvijaysinh Zala Former Union Environment Minister and 

Gujarat MLA 

Gujarat 

Shashikala Om Prakash Saigal (née 

Jawalkar) 

Actress Maharashtra 

Isamu Akasaki Japanese physicist Japan 

Bhagwati Singh Founder member of the Samajwadi 

Party (SP) and former UP minister 

Uttar Pradesh 

Radheshyam Khemka president of Gita Press Uttar Pradesh 

Chandra Nayudu India’s first female Cricket commentator Madhya Pradesh 

Fatima R Zakaria Renowned Journalist-author  

Prince Philip husband of Queen Elizabeth II of the 

United Kingdom 

Greece 

Sanjay Chakravarty shooting coach Uttar Pradesh 

Satish Kaul Punjabi Mahabharat actor Punjab 

IA Rehman Pakistani human rights defender and 

journalist 

Haryana- Born Lahore, Pakistan- died 

Yogesh Praveen Eminent Historian and an expert on 

Awadh 

Lucknow 

Balbir Singh Junior Hockey Player Punjab 

Ranjit Sinha Former CBI director  
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Dr. Kakarla Subba Rao Renowned radiologist   and   former 

Director of Nizam’s Institute of Medical 

Sciences in Hyderabad 

Andhra Pradesh 

G.V.G. Krishnamurty Former Chief Election Commissioner  

Vinay Agrawal Chief Executive   Officer   of   Angel 

Broking 

 

Vivek Tamil film actor and Padma Shri 

awardee 

Tamil Nadu 

Sara Begum Kabori Bangladeshi actor Bangladesh 

Ahmed Hussain Former India international footballer Rajasthan 

G Venkatasubbaish Kannada lexicographer Karnataka 

Bachi Singh Rawat Former Union minister and senior BJP 

leader 

Uttarakhand 

Sumitra Bhave 7-time National Award winner Marathi 

film-maker and writer 

Pune 

Charles Geschke Adobe co-founder and PDF developer Ohio, United States 

Maidavolu Narasimham Former Reserve Bank of India Governor Nellore 

Walter F Mondale former vice-president and liberal leader United States 

Shankha Ghosh Bengali poet West Bengal 

Kishore Nandlaskar Actor Mumbai 

Idriss Deby Itno President of the Republic of Chad Republic of Chad 

Farid Sabri qawwali singer Gwalior 

Amit Mistry Gujarati and Hindi film actor Mumbai 

M. Shantanagoudar Supreme Court judge Justice Karnataka 

Arun Chaudhary Former Sashastra Seema Bal chief  

Rajan Mishra classical music singer Varanasi 

Jagdish Khattar Former managing director of Maruti  
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Suzuki India 

Krishnamurti Santhanam Indian nuclear scientist Tamil Nadu 

Dadudan Pratapdan Gadhvi Gujarati poet and folk singer Gujarat 

Manoj Das Odia and English writer Odisha 

Sanjay Kumar Senior Indian Information Service officer  

Michael Collins American astronaut United States 

 

Nation and States miscellaneous 

National 

➢ The Union Cabinet has approved the Central Sector Scheme called “Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food 

Processing Industry (PLISFPI)” with an outlay of Rs.10900 crore. Scheme will be implemented over a six year 

period from 2021-22 to 2026-27. 

➢ The rate of interest on Small Savings Schemes for the first quarter (April-June) of 2021-22 will remain unchanged 

as the last quarter (January-March) of 2020-2021. 

➢ The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has extended the last date for the mandatory linking of the 

Permanent Account Number (PAN) with Aadhaar number till June, 30 2021. Earlier this deadline was March, 

31 2021. 

➢ The Ministry of AYUSH has invited applications for the Prime Minister’s Yoga Awards (PMYA). The 

nomination process for this year has begun from the 30th of March and the last date for the submission of 

the entries is the 30th of April. 

➢ The Modi government’s Standup India scheme, which facilitates bank credit between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 1 

crore to scheduled caste (SC) or scheduled tribe (ST) and women entrepreneurs, has sanctioned Rs 25,586 

crore to over 1,14,322 loan accounts as of March 23, 2021, since its launch on April 5, 2016, according to 

Ministry of Finance. 

➢ Dutch development bank FMO will invest $137 million in Green Growth Equity Fund (GGEF), managed by 

EverSource Capital, that invests in India’ green energy space such as clean energy, transportation, resource 

efficiency and energy services. 
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➢ Government launched the All-India Survey of Migrant Workers and All-India Quarterly Establishment-based 

Employment Survey. 

➢ The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has urged private TV channels to generate greater awareness on the 

message of Dawai Bhi Kadai Bhi by disseminating messages for COVID-appropriate behavior and vaccination 

of eligible persons. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has lauded the completion of Arch closure of the Chenab Bridge. It is the 

world's highest Railway Bridge in Jammu and Kashmir. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair a meeting of the High-Level Committee to commemorate the 400th 

Birth Anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur through video conferencing. 

➢ Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan and Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda launched ‘Anamaya’- the Tribal 

Health Collaborative through video conference. 

➢ The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- 'National Programme on High 

Efficiency Solar PV Modules' for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of Rs 4,500 

crore. 

➢ The first online Pre-Departure Orientation Training, PDOT Programme for migrant workers was launched to 

supplement physical training being held in PDOT Centres. 

➢ More than 28 crore 68 lakh loans for an amount of nearly 15 lakh crore rupees have been sanctioned since 

launch of Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana. 

➢ Minister of State for Development of North Eastern Region, DoNER Dr. Jitendra Singh has said that more than Rs. 

250 crore had been sanctioned for augmenting healthcare facilities in the North-Eastern States for effective 

management of COVID-19. 

➢ Minister of State in PMO Dr. Jitendra Singh flagged off India Russia Friendship Car Rally 2021.The event was 

organized by International Friendship Car Rally Association, IFCRA in New Delhi. 

➢ Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched an initiative SARTHAQ which will help in the 

implementation of National Education Policy in the country. 

➢ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has congratulated DRDO and DMSRDE Kanpur for developing a LightWeight 

Bullet Proof Jacket. 

➢ Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (Independent charge) Mansukh Mandaviya launched a new 

cruise service connecting Hazira port in Surat and Diu Island. 

➢ The second meeting of the Sherpas of G7 and guest countries was held. India’s G7 Sherpa Suresh Prabhu 
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attended the meeting. 

➢ TRIFED under Ministry of Tribal Affairs has now launched “Sankalp se Siddhi” - Village and Digital Connect Drive. 

It is a 100 day drive which was started from 1st of this month. 

➢ The government has declared Ambedkar Jayanti, the birth anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar which falls on 14 

April every year, as a public holiday with effect from 2021, under Section 25 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 

1881. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India and the Netherlands are working together for a supply 

chain in Indo-pacific region. 

➢ India and the Netherlands have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in the water sector to 

further intensify ongoing cooperation and better coherence in the area. 

➢ NITI Aayog will launch the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India. 

➢ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a meeting with the Defence Minister of Kazakhstan Lieutenant General 

Nurlan Yermekbayev in New Delhi. 

➢ Minister of State in PMO Dr. Jitendra Singh called for celebrating the Teeka Utsav by facilitating vaccination 

among those who are entitled to receive the jab. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed to everyone to follow a fourfold principle as the nation kick-starts 

four day special vaccination drive, Teeka Utsav. 

➢ Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu released a commemorative postage stamp in the memory of former Chief of 

Brahma Kumaris Rajyogini Dadi Janki in New Delhi. 

➢ Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr Jitendra Singh launched 75 series Pension 

awareness to mark 75 years of India’s independence. 

➢ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated First bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders' Conference 2021 

at Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan in New Delhi. 

➢ NITI Aayog, in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Centre for Social and Behaviour 

Change, Ashoka University launched Poshan Gyan, a national digital repository on health and nutrition. 

➢ EdCIL (India) Limited, a Mini Ratna Category-I Central Public Sector Enterprises under Ministry of Education, paid a 

highest ever dividend of 12.5 Crore rupees for the year 2019-20. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi Interacted with Chief Executive Officer of Intel, Pat Gelsinger through video 

conferencing. 

➢ The Siachen Warriors celebrated the 37th Siachen Day with tremendous zeal and enthusiasm. 
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➢ Government has launched Aahaar Kranti, a mission dedicated to spread awareness about nutrition. It is designed 

to address the peculiar problem of hunger and diseases in abundance, being faced by India and the world. 

➢ Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched the Online Grievance Management Portal of the National 

Commission for Scheduled Castes. 

➢ Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal chaired the first meeting of the National Startup Advisory Council. 

➢ Union Health Ministry has said that 100 new Hospitals in the country will have their own Oxygen plant under 

Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) Fund. 

➢ Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology Ajay Prakash Sawhney inaugurated three path 

breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India, NIXI. These initiatives are IP Guru, NIXI Academy and 

NIXI-IP-INDEX. 

➢ Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and 

Transport 4 All Challenge through video conferencing. 

➢ Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched World 1st affordable and long-lasting hygiene product 

DuroKea Series. 

➢ Tourism and Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel has inaugurated the first-ever online exhibition on 

Ramayana. 

➢ The dedicated Covid hospital re-established by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) will 

become operational. 

➢ The Health Ministry said that 162 Pressure Swing Adsorption, PSA oxygen plants have been sanctioned by 

Government of India for installation in public health facilities in all States and these will augment medical 

oxygen capacity by over 154 Metric Tonnes. 

➢ The Gallantry Awards portal has organized Innovative Tributes to Bravehearts competition wherein it is inviting 

participants from all over India to recommend unique and innovative tributes to salute the Bravehearts of 

the nation. 

➢ Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal launched the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS). 

➢ Marking the continuity of growing bilateral defence cooperation with the French Air and Space Force, Air 

Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria left for France on a five day official visit. 

➢ Indian Oil has begun the supply of 150 Metric Tonnes of Oxygen at no cost to various hospitals in Delhi, 

Haryana and Punjab. 

➢ Central government has extended the insurance scheme under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package for 
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health workers for a period of one year. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has lauded the efforts of Tata Group for importing 24 cryogenic containers to 

transport liquid oxygen and help in easing the oxygen shortage in the country. 

➢ The Ministry of Labour and Employment has rejuvenated the 20 control rooms in view of the resurgence of 

Coronavirus cases and imposition of certain restrictions by various state governments. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address Leaders’ Summit on Climate.The two-day summit will be held 

virtually and Mr Modi will make his remarks in the session which has the theme - Our Collective Sprint to 

2030. 

➢ Serum Institute of India has announced the price for its COVISHIELD vaccine for State governments and 

Private Hospitals in the country. The Vaccine will cost 400 rupees per dose for the state governments 

whereas Private Hospitals will have to pay 600 rupees for each dose. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a US-India partnership on clean energy and climate change. 

➢ The Center has directed States and Union Territories to ensure that there should be no restriction imposed on 

the movement of Medical Oxygen between the States and transport authorities shall be instructed to allow free 

inter-state movement of oxygen-carrying vehicles. 

➢ The first Oxygen Express with Liquid Medical Oxygen tankers will start its journey for Mumbai from 

Visakhapatnam . 

➢ The US has joined the India-Sweden climate initiative, the Leadership Group for Industry Transition, LeadIT. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the distribution of e-property cards under the SVAMITVA scheme 

➢ As part of the nation's fight against COVID 19, Indian Navy ships under Headquarters, Southern Naval 

Command at Kochi are progressing with the mission of OXYGEN EXPRESS in order to render support to the 

local administration of the Union Territory of Lakshadweep (UTL). 

➢ External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has expressed grief over the demise of an Indian nuclear scientist 

Krishnamurthy Santhanam. 

➢ Responding to the need of fresh guidelines in the face of the emergence of the second wave of the 

pandemic, Ministry of Ayush released revised guidelines for Ayurveda and Unani Practitioners for COVID-19 

Patients in Home Isolation and Ayurveda and Unani Preventive Measures for self-care during COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

➢ China's state-run Sichuan Airlines retracted its announcement to suspend the cargo flights to India taking crucial 

supplies like oxygen concentrators to India after it created controversy. 
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➢ US President Joe Biden assured to provide assistance to India to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

➢ Ministry of Steel has said that over 3,130 Metric Tonnes of Liquid Medical oxygen was supplied by steel 

Plants to various states. 

➢ To provide better educational opportunities for Ladakhi students, the Indian Army has initiated the project 

Ladakh Ignited Minds. 

➢ Railways has made nearly four thousand Covid Care coaches with almost 64 thousand beds ready for 

use by States. 

➢ Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated blood donation camps at 13 different locations in Chandigarh, 

Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. 

➢ National Fertilizers Limited has ordered the setting up of four Oxygen plants. These plants will be set 

up in government hospitals in Noida, Lucknow, Gorakhpur and Bhopal. 

➢ Serum Institute of India has dropped the price of COVISHIELD vaccine by Rs 100 for the state government. 

Serum’s CEO Adar Poonawala said that, as a philanthropic gesture, serum institute will provide COVISHIELD to 

states in Rs 300 with immediate effect. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has sanctioned the procurement of one lakh Portable Oxygen Concentrators from 

the PM Cares Fund. 

➢ The Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga under Ayush Ministry is offering online Yoga training 

programmes. These online Yoga training programmes are health-promoter and anxiety-relieving. 

➢ The President has appointed Justice Vimla Singh Kapoor, Additional Judge of the Chhattisgarh High Court, to 

be a Judge of the Chhattisgarh High Court. 

➢ Defence Research & Development Organisation, DRDO will set up 500 Medical Oxygen Plants within 3 

months under the PM CARES Fund. 

➢ The Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved the signing and ratification of an 

Agreement between India and the United Kingdom on Customs Cooperation and Mutual Administrative 

Assistance in Customs Matters. 

➢ Bharat Biotech reduced the cost of COVAXIN vaccine for State governments. It will now cost 400 rupees per 

dose for State Governments instead of the earlier announced price of 600 rupees per dose. 

➢ The National Commission for Women has launched a WhatsApp helpline number for providing emergency 

medical assistance to pregnant women. The number is 9354954224. 

States 
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➢ Union Government has approved a 780 Crore rupees project for upgradation of Kargil Zanskar road. The 2 

lane Kargil Zanskar NH 301 road is sanctioned under EPC mode. 

➢ Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu arrived at capital Bhubaneswar on a two days visit to Odisha. 

➢ In Kargil Ladakh, Rural Development Department Kargil organised one-day Training and Awareness 

Programme for Self Help Groups under National Rural Livelihood Mission at Sankoo block. 

➢ The state government of Rajasthan has launched a cashless medical insurance scheme titled “Mukhyamantri 

Chiranjeevi Swasthya Bima Yojana”, aimed at providing medical relief to all residents of the state. 

➢ Rajasthan Renewable Energy Corporation Ltd (RRECL) commissioned the country’s first farm-based solar- power 

project under the Kusum scheme in Kotputli having 1 megawatt capacity spread over on 3.5 acre semi-barren 

land. 

➢ The Chief Electoral Officer of West Bengal Ariz Aftab launched two SVEEP Trams in Kolkata to increase 

voters’ awareness and to encourage more and more eligible electors to exercise their democratic rights. 

➢ Union ministry of skill development and entrepreneurship or MSDE will organize the first regional workshop to 

understand provisions of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 or PMKVY 3.0 and to effectively 

implement the scheme in the NorthEast Region (NER) at Gangtok, Sikkim. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has launched a unique gift scheme to promote covid vaccination in the 

state. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has asked officials to make all preparations to deal with the growing 

number of Corona infections. 

➢ Mahatma Gandhi during his historic Dandi March of 1930, left for Daman from Wanj in the morning of 3rd 

April. 

➢ The Maharashtra government has declared an area at Amboli in Western ghats in Sindhudurg district as a 

biodiversity heritage site, following the discovery of a rare freshwater fish species. 

➢ In Leh, Ladakh Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur has launched a National Training programme on 

Packaging. 

➢ Various regions of the country are celebrating traditional New Year in the form of Ugadi, Gudi Padava, 

Chaitra Sukladi, Cheti Chand, Vishu, Puthandu and Bohag Bihu. 

➢ Second Shahi Snan takes place at Kumbh Mela in Haridwar on the auspicious occasion of Somavati 

Amavasya. 

➢ Haryana Chief Minister, Manohar Lal has approved the purchase of 200 acres of land for the AIIMS to be set up in 

Rewari, as well as the purchase of land for other seven projects. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/solar-power-project
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/solar-power-project
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Kotputli
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➢ Tamizh Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the Tamil Calendar. It is an 

auspicious occasion for new projects and new ventures in family and social circles. 

➢ Keralites across the globe are celebrating,"Vishu the festival of harvest and prosperity. 

➢ In view of the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic in the country, Nagaland Governor R. N. Ravi held a 

sensitization-cum-consultation meeting with all the tribal hoho leaders of the State at Raj Bhavan in Kohima. 

➢ The 77th Anniversary of Flag Hoisting Day was observed at INA Martyr’s Memorial Complex at Moirang of 

Manipur with Chief Minister N. Biren Singh unfurling the Indian Tricolour Flag and led the other in paying 

floral tribute to the Statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose installed inside the complex. 

➢ Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched AP Amul Project in Guntur district and outlined 

Rs.4,000 crore plans to strengthen the milk supply chain. 

➢ In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha will share his thoughts 

through the first episode of the monthly Radio Broadcast titled "Awaam Ki Awaaz". 

➢ Union Chemicals & Fertilizers Minister Sadananda Gowda has said that cooperative fertilizer company IFFCO's 

new oxygen plant at Kalol in Gujarat will enhance the daily production capacity of medical grade Oxygen by 

33 thousand litres per day. 

➢ Uttar Pradesh government has said that it will invoke National Security Act and Gangster Act on those 

persons who are involved in black marketing and holding of necessary medicines, oxygen and injections required 

for covid treatment. 

➢ In Jharkhand, the “Health Safety Week” begins from April 22 to break the chain of COVID-19 infection. 

➢ Sardar Patel Covid Care Centre and Hospital at Chhatarpur in South Delhi will start functioning 

➢ In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, five Gram Panchayats have bagged prestigious National 

Panchayat Awards-2021. 

➢ Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh has announced ex-gratia compensation of 50 lakh rupees, along 

with a government job each to the family of Sepoy Prabhjit Singh and Sepoy Amardeep Singh of 21 PUNJAB, 

who laid down their lives in the line of duty. 

➢ Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has encouraged the state health and Ayush department for maximum use 

of Ayurvedic and Homeopathic medicines to win the war against Covid19. 

➢ Tamilnadu Government after considering the urgent need for increased oxygen production has decided to 

reopen Vedanta's oxygen manufacturing plant at Tuticorin. 

➢ The Odisha government has announced free vaccination for people above 18 years of age. Chief Minister Naveen 
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Patnaik said that the State Government will incur an expenditure of two thousand crore rupees to meet the 

goal. 

➢ Gujarat government will provide free vaccinations for all above 18 years of age from 1st of May. This decision 

was taken during the high level core committee meeting chaired by Chief Minister Vijay Rupnai at 

Gandhinagar. 

➢ Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that large oxygen plants are to be set up in all 

divisional headquarters of the state. 

➢ Meghalaya has planned to achieve the target of Har Ghar Jal by December next year under Jal Jeevan 

Mission. 

➢ Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated a mobile Covid RT-PCR test laboratory in Nagpur. 

➢ Maharashtra government has asked everyone to celebration Maharashtra Day in a simple manner on May 1. 
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